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PUBLISHERS'  NOTICE. 


It  is  with  no  ordinary  satisfaction  and  confidence  that  we  issae 
this  Second  Volume  of  the  History  of  the  Great  Eebellion.  No 
other  History  of  this  mighty  and  memorable  conflict,  has  won  so 
large  a  favor  from  the  American  people.  Mr.  Headley's  genius 
has  here  found  a  subject  worthy  of,  and  demanding  its  amplest 
resources ;  and  he  has  successfully  risen  to  the  height  of  the  great 
occasion.  He  here  completes  a  historic  record,  that  will  be  read 
with  amazement  and  the  deepest  interest  by  present  and  future 
generations — the  record  of  the  sacrifices  and  successes  of  a  people, 
sacredly  cherishing  the  traditions  and  legacies  of  the  Fathers  and 
Founders  of  their  Republic,  and  shrinking  from  no  cost  of  treas- 
ure and  blood  necessary  to  subdue  the  most  causeless  and  crimi- 
nal insurrection  against  human  rights  and  human  freedom,  that 
ever  challenged  a  nation  to  the  bitter  and  bloody  arbitration  of 
the  battle  field. 

Ours  is  no  dry  and  dreary  compilation,  which,  even  if  read, 
can  be  of  little  profit,  save  to  a  few  minds.  It  is  not  the 
Bpeculations  of  the  political  theorist  or  philosopher,  upon  the 
causes  and  obscure  agencies  culminating  in  this  atrocious  con- 
spiracy against  the  best  human  Government.  But,  it  is  the 
vivid  and  faithful  portraiture — ^by  an  author  of  surpassing  genius 
for  historic  delineation — of  all  the  important  events  in  our  Civil 
War.  From  it  may  be  got  the  clearest  and  most  adequate  idea 
of  the  spirit  of  the  nation,  and  of  the  sweep  and  shock  of  its 
armies  during  these  four  eventful  years  of  heroism  and  glory. 
It  is  a  splendid  and  faithfiU  panorama  of  a  great  people  in  arms, 
inspired  with  a  sublime  enthusiasm  for  Law  and  Liberty.  It 
shows  the  prominent  actors  in  the  Tragedy  which  has  held  the 
gaze  of  the  civilized  world — ^some  of  them  incompetent  or  un- 
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faithful  and  disappearing  in  defeat  or  dishonor — others  grand, 
heroic,  moving  to  victory  or  honorable  death,  blessed  with  the 
prayers  and  love  of  all  true  patriots,  and  crowned  with  their 
gratitude  and  homage. 

The  delay  in  the  completion  pf  the  work,  though  a  pecuniary 
detriment  to  iis,  will  however  be  compensated  by  important 
advantages  to  our  subscribers.  If  it  had  been  issued  at  the  close 
of  the  conflict,  it  must  have  been  written,  as  were  some  other 
Histories,  without  the  aid  of  the  official  reports  of  Generals  Grant 
and  Sherman — the  only  reliable  sources  of  information  respecting 
the  last,  great  and  decisive  campaigns  of  the  War. 

No  History  can  possess  perfect  accuracy.  Authorities  of 
apparently  equal  claims  for  credence  often  differ,  and  time  not 
infrequently  makes  disclosures  that  modify  statements  and  judg- 
ments once  regarded  correct.  Special  effort  has  been  made  to 
authenticate  the  statements  of  this  work  by  a  comparison  with 
every  accessible  authority,  and  we  are  confident  that  it  has  no 
superior,  and,  we  think,  no  equal  in  fidelity  of  historical  narration. 

The  official  reports  of  Generals  Grant  and  Sherman  are  docu- 
ments of  such  national  and  enduring  intel*est  and  value,  that 
every  reader  of  this  History  will  desire  to  have  them  in  a  per- 
manent form.  We  have  thought  that  such  would  be  grateful  to 
us  for  furnishing  them,  and  fitly  associating  them  with  the  con- 
cluding part  of  the  History  of  a  War,  which  these  able  Chieftains 
by  their  strategy  and  leadership  brought  to  a  glorious  end. 

We  have  employed  the  very  best  Artists  in  the  production  of 
the  fine  steel  engravings  which  embellish  this  volume,  and  though 
these  have  been  executed  during  the  period  of  high  prices,  no 
expense  has  been  spared  to  secure  in  them  the  highest  degree  of 
excellence.  The  engravings  of  the  two  volumes  taken  together 
constitute  a  series  of  elegant  and  varied  illustrations  unequaled 
in  any  other  History  of  the  War. 

In  view  of  its  size,  its  valuable  portraits  and  other  illustrations, 
its  elegant  typography,  and  the  general  excellence  of  its  mechan- 
ical execution,  we  are  conscious  of  having  more  than  fulfilled  the 
pledges  made  to  our  subscribers,  and  in  anticipation  of  their 
entire  satisfaction,  send  forth  this  work. 

AMERICAN  PUBLISniNG  COMPANY. 
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BEFORE  McClellan  had  fully  determined  that  retreat 
would  be  necessary,  he  had  decided  in  what  direc- 
tion it  should  be,  when  it  became  inevitable,  viz.,  to  James 
River,  and  not  back  to  the  base  of  his  supplies  at  the  White 
House. 

With  a  foresight  that  seems  almost  like  a  divine  premo- 
nition, he  sent  to  Fortress  Monroe  to  have  transports  cai-ry  up 
supplies  to  Harrison's  Landing  on  James  River,  to  be  ready 
for  his  exhausted  troops  when  they  should  arrive  there,  and 
with  them  gunboats,  to  co-operate  with  his  land  forces  as 
circumstances  might  direct.  These  precautions  saved  him 
from  annihilation.  Having  thus  done  all  that  human  sagac- 
ity or  foresight  could  accomplish,  he  anxiously  waited  the 
decisive  movements  of  the  enemy,  which  should  settle  at 
once  his  course  of  action.  • 
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To  understand  the  exact  position  of  our  army  at  this  time, 
it  is  necessary  only  to  remember  that  the  Richmond  and 
York  River  raikoad,  running  east  to  the  White  House,  (the 
I  base  of  supplies,)  and  the  Chickahominy  River,  form  the  two 
sides  of  a  letter  V — Bottom's  bridge  being  at  the  point. 
The  right  arm  of  the  V  looking  north  is  the  river,  which 
our  forces  occupied  up  to  Mechanicsville  north  of  Rich- 
mond, and  the  left  arm  is  the  railroad,  running  directly 
towards  Richmond.  The  Williamsburg  stage  road  ran 
alongside  of  the  railroad,  and  not  far  from  it.  On  the  rail- 
road, directly  in  front  of  the  rebel  capital,  stood  our  in- 
trenchments. 

Here,  and  between  the  river  and  rebel  fortifications,  ex- 
tending northward  from  the  city,  lay  eight  divisions  of  our 
army.  On  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  was  General  Porter, 
with  two  divisions,  and  the  regular  reserves,  to  guard  against 
a  flank  movement  from  the  north,  which  should  have  been 
taken  care  of  by  McDowell.  Thp  other  flank,  south  of  the 
railroad  and  turnpike,  was  protected  by  the  White  Oak 
Swamp. 

This  was  McClellan's  position ;  and  in  case  of  retreat,  two 
courses  lay  open  to  him — either  to  fall  back  along  the  route 
by  which  he  had  advanced,  to  the  White  House  on  York 
River,  or  cross  the  White  Oak  Swamp  southward,  and  reach 
the  James  River,  where  he  still  would  be  in  striking  distance 
of  the  rebel  capital. 

The  various  roads  by  which  the  enemy,  from  his  central 
position  at  Richmond,  could  advance  on  the  Union  army, 
stretching  from  White  Oak  Swamp  nearly  to  Mechanics- 
ville, may  be  understood,  by  standing  with  the  face  toward 
it  in  Richmond  and  placing  the  right  hand  spread  out,  on  the 
map.  The  thumb  would  represent  the  space  between  the 
Central  railroad  and  Mechanicsville  turnpike — the  forefinger, 
the  road  to  the  New  Bridge — the  middle  finger,  the  York 
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River  railroad  and  Williamsburg  turnpike  running  near  each 
other — the  space  between  this  and  the  third  finger,  the 
White  Oak  Swamp — the  finger  itself,  the  Charles  City  turn- 
pike south  of  it,  and  the  little  finger  the  Derbytown  road, 
still  nearer  the  James  River.  By  these  two  latter  roads,  the 
rebels  could  swarm  from  Richmond,  and  fall  on  the  heads  of 
columns  as  they  emerged  from  White  Oak  Swamp,  should 
McClellan  attempt  to  retreat  towards  the  James  River. 

As  soon  as  Lee  ascertained  that  McDowell  was  not  to 
advance  to  the  aid  of  McClellan,  and  the  country  was  clear 
around  the  right  flank  of  the  latter,  he  called  in  all  his 
troops  from  the  northern  part  of  Virginia,  including  Stone- 
wall Jackson,  till  he  had  a  force  in  hand  nearly  double  that 
of  the  Union  army.  With  this,  he  resolved  at  once  to  fall 
on  McClellan,  and  utterly  destroy  his  whole  army.  The 
plan  he  adopted  was  a  very  simple  one,  and  almost  certain 
of  success.  It  was  to  send  an  entire  army  beyond  the 
Chickahominy,  and  with  a  single  blow,  crush  the  compara- 
tively small  force  there,  and  keeping  down  its  banks,  get 
between  McClellan  and  the  White  House,  and  thus  cut  oflF 
supplies  and  starve  him  into  a  surrender,  or  crush  him  be- 
tween the  two  armies  in  front  and  rear — each  equal  to  his 
entire  force. 

If  in  this  dilemma,  he  should  attempt  to  move  off  towards 
James  River,  through  White  Oak  Swamp,  he  was  to  be  re- 
ceived beyond  it,  by  heavy  columns  from  Richmond,  which 
occupying  all  the  roads,  should  hem  him  in  in  that  direction, 
so  that  no  supplies  could  reach  him  from  any  quarter.  It 
was  a  gigantic  scheme,  and  complete  in  every  part,  while 
the  means  were  at  hand  to  carry  it  into  successful  execution. 
Nothing  but  the  most  consummate  generalship,  and  the  steadi- 
est troops,  could  extricate  the  American  commander  from 
the  terrible  position  in  which  it  would  inevitably  place  him. 

The  main  Union  army,  it  will  be  remembered,  was  be- 
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tween  the  Chickahominy  and  Richmond.  Fitz  John  Porter, 
however,  with  the  fifth  corps,  was  on  the  north  side — his 
communication  with  it  preserved  by  numerous  bridges.  The 
first  object  of  the  enemy  was  to  sweep  this  force  away,  and 
then  keep  down  the  river  in  our  rear.  At  the  same  time  he 
was  to  attack  in  front,  to  prevent  reinforcements  from  being 
sent  to  Porter. 

The  storm  which  had  been  slowly  gathering,  at  length,  on 
the  26th  of  June,  burst  in  all  its  fury  on  the  devoted  army. 
The  day  was  clear  and  warm,  and  at  about  three  o'clock' 
in  the  afternoon,  JcCckson  moved  from  Ashland  down  the 
Chickahominy.  Driving  our  advanced  pickets  before  him, 
he  uncovered  the  bridge  at  Brook  turnpike,  and  General 
Branch,  who  was  on  the  opposite  side,  crossed  over,  and 
wheeling  to  the  right,  kept  down  the  north  bank  a  little  in 
the  rear  of  Jackson,  who  gradually  worked  oflF  towards  the 
Pamunkey.  The  two  divisions  kept  on  till  they  reached 
Meadow  Bridge,  from  which  they  also  swept  all  obstacles, 
and  A.  P.  Hill,  on  the  other  side,  crossed  over  and  joined 
Branch.  The  three  colunms  now  moved  down  towards 
Mechanicsville — Jackson  in  advance,  stretching  off  towards 
the  Pamunkey  to  get  in  flank  and  rear.  Branch  next,  and 
Hill  last,  Asting  his  right  on  the  Chickahominy.  Thus 
moving  en  echelon^  they  advanced  on  the  Union  batteries  and 
a  fierce  artillery  action  commenced,  which  shook  the  shores 
of  the  stream,  and  rolled  in  heavy  thunder  peals  over  the 
city  of  Richmond.  But  our  troops  were  in  a  strong  posi- 
tion along  the  left  bank  of  Beaver  Dam  Creek,  the  left  rest- 
ing on  the  Chickahominy,  and  the  right  on  a  thick  piece  of 
woods.  Seymour's  brigade  held  the  left,  reaching  fi'om  the 
river  to  a  little  beyond  Ellison's  Mills — ^woods  and  open 
ground  alternating — and  Reynolds  the  right,  mostly  in  the 
woods.  Felled  timbers  and  rifle  pits  strengthened  the 
position,  and  the  creek  could  be  crossed  by  artillery,  only 
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on  two  roads,  along  which  the  fight  chiefly  raged.  Our 
batteries  swept  the  ground  beyond  the  creek,  yet  in  face  of 
their  murderous  fire,  the  enemy  advanced  intrepidly  towards 
the  stream,  making  his  most  desperate  effort  along  the 
upper  road,  where  Reynolds  was  posted.  The  struggle  was 
fierce  but  short,  and  the  rebel  host  surged  back.  Deter- 
mined, however,  to  carry  the  position  at  whatever  cost,  the 
rebel  leaders,  under  a  fierce  artillery  fire  along  their  whole 
line,  massed  their  troops  for  another  attack.  With  shouts 
and  yells  that  rose  over  the  roar  of  cannon,  they  again 
advanced,  only  to  be  mowed  down  with  terrible  slaughter 
from  the  steady  murderous  fire  poured  in  from  Seymour's 
brigade.  The  battle  raged  for  six  hours,  or  until  nine 
o'clock  at  night,  when  the  enemy  retired. 

McClellan  now  ascertained  that  Jackson  was  moving 
rapidly  down  on  his  communications,  far  to  the  right  of 
Porter,  and  directed  him  to  fall  back,  while  the  heavy  guns 
and  wagons  were  sent  across  the  river. 

BATTLE   OF    GAINES'   MILL. 

At  Gaines'  Mill  a  second  position  was  taken,  so  as  to  cover 
the  bridges,  while  Stoneman,  who  had  been  in  command  of 
a  flying  column  to  protect  Porter's  flank,  was  sent  off  to- 
wards the  White  House,  to  prevent  its  being  cut  off  by 
Jackson. 

The  new  position  was  the  arc  of  a  circle,  and  opposite  the 
army  of  McClellan,  on  the  other  side  of  the  stream.  Morell's 
division  held  the  left  of  this  line,  which  extended  about  a 
mile  and  a  half,  its  extremity  resting  on  the  slope  that  de- 
scended to  the  stream,  and  commanded  by  Butterfield. 
Martindale  came  next,  and  then  Griffin,  who  touched  the 
left  of  Sykes'  division,  which  extended  to  the  rear  of  Cold 
Harbor.      Each  brigade    had   two  regiments  in  reserve. 
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McCaU's  division,  which  had  been  heavily  engaged  the  day 
before,  formed  a  second  line  in  rear,  with  Meade's  brigade 
on  the  left,  near  the  Chickahominy,  and  Reynold's  on  the 
right.  Seymour  was  held  in  reserve  in  the  rear.  The 
artillery  was  posted  on  the  elevations  around,  and  in  the 
spaces  between  the  divisions  and  brigadea 

This  was  the  position  of  that  portion  of  the  army  which 
was  on  the  north  side  of  the  stream  at  noon,  on  the  27th  of 
June.  The  enemy,  relying  on  his  superior  numbers,  ad- 
vanced with  such  determination  upon  our  line  of  battle,  that 
by  two  o'clock,  Porter  sent  to  McClellan  for  reinforcements 
and  more  axes,  to  complete  his  defences.  General  Barnard, 
by  whom  the  order  was  sent,  never  delivered  it,— an  act  of 
disobedience  or  neglect,  meriting  the  severest  condemnation, 
— and  by  three  o'clock,  Porter  was  so  fiercely  pushed,  that 
the  entire  second  line  and  the  reserves  had  to  be  ordered 
forward  to  support  the  first.  An  half  hour  later,  Slocum's 
division  reached  him,  having  been  hurried  across  the  bridges 
by  McClellan  as  soon  as  he  heard  of  Porter's  sore  need. 
When  it  came  into  action.  Porter's  whole  force  numbered 
about  thirty-five  thousand  men,  while  that  of  the  enemy  was 
full  sixty  thousand,  if  not  more.  With  his  overwhelming 
numbers,  he  dashed  now  on  one  portion  of  the  line,  and  now 
on  another,  each  time  repulsed. with  terrible  slaughter.  But 
our  troops,  most  of  which  had  been  severely  tasked  by  the 
previous  day's  fighting,  were  rapidly  becoming  exhausted, 
and  at  five  o'clock  an  officer  dashed  into  McClellan's  head- 
quarters, with  an  urgent  demand  for  more  reinforcements, 
as  the  day  was  going  against  them.  McClellan  had  already 
sent  all  that  he  felt  he  could  spare,  for  an  overwhelming 
force  was  on  his  side  of  the  river  also,  ready  to  swoop  down 
on  him,  the  moment  his  exhausted  numbers  gave  them  the 
opportunity.  And  yet  so  pressing  was  the  danger,  that  he 
sent  over  French's  and  Meagher's  brigades. 
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The  scene  which  the  battle  field  presented  at  this  moment 
was  one  of  imposing  grandeur.  Thirty-five  thousand  ex- 
hausted, beleagured  men,  enveloped  in  the  smoke  of  their 
own  guns,  stood  bravely  battling  against  twice  their  num- 
ber, that  darkened  all  the  surrounding  country  with  their 
moving  masses.  The  last  of  our  reserves  are  in,  and  have 
been  for  some  time,  and  now  the  enemy  is  moving  up  his 
own  for  a  final  assault.  The  thunder  of  artillery,  which  has 
been  breaking  along  the  whole  line  for  four  long  hours,  is 
redoubled,  while  the  crash  of  musketry,  fierce,  rapid  and 
incessant,  tells  the  Commander-in-chief,  that  the  final  hour 
has  come.  Oh  for  but  ten  thousand  of  those  forty  thous- 
and of  McDowell's,  fatally  held  back  in  this  hour  of  ter- 
rible need,  and  the  victory  would  be  sure.  But  alas,  they 
are  lounging  idly  in  their  camps  on  the  banks  of  the  Rappa- 
hannock, while  their  brave  comrades  here,  are  falling  thick 
as  autumn  leaves,  in  a  vain  efibrt  to  uphold  the  honor  of  the 
flag. 

The  summer  sun  was  sinking  in  the  western  sky,  which, 
without  a  cloud,  looked  like  a  sea  of  blood  through  the 
smoke  of  battle  that  filled  all  the  air.  In  the  valley,  the 
long  lines  of  lancers  might  be  seen,  their  pennons  fluttering 
in  the  breeze,  waiting  the  pealing  bugle  note  that  shall  send 
them  headlong  on  the  heavy  battalions, — their  sabre-points 
sending  long  lines  of  light  over  the  green  fields,  dotted  with 
groves  on  every  side,  while  the  gentle  streafn,  reflecting  the 
crimson  light,  murmurs  gently  along  as  though  its  sweet 
music  was  not  drowned  in  the  wild  uproar  that  shakes  its 
banks.  It  is  a  placid  summer  evening,  and  a  beautiful  land- 
scape spreads  away  on  every  side,  but  the  eye  of  the  com- 
mander sees  naught  of  this.  His  swelling  heart  is  ready  to 
burst,  as  he  sees  the  ever-increasing  flood  of  the  enemy,  and 
no  troops  with  which  to  stem  it.  Oh  for  night  to  come ! 
was  his  mental  exclamation.     But  it  is  all  in  vain.     The 
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heavy  reserves  are  steadily  pressing  back  Porter's  left,  a^d 
it  begins  to  crumble,  until  the  disorder  reaches  the  very  cen- 
tre of  the  Federal  lines.  "  There  is  no  panic,  the  men  do 
not  fly  in  the  wild  excitement  of  fear ;  but  deaf  to  every 
appeal,  they  march  oif  deliberately,  as  if  success  were  im- 
possible." In  vain  the  officers  fling  themselves  in  front  of 
the  troops,  and  shout  to  them  to  stand  by  their  flag — ^in  vain 
they  offer  to  lead  them  back  on  the  foe.  On  foot,  his  horse 
having  been  shot  under  him,  Butterfield,  surrounded  by  his 
falling  staff",  plants  a  flag  and  calls  on  his  men  to  rally 
around  it, — ^but  in  vain.  With  sword  in  hand,  aids  dash 
amid  the  broken  ranks  with  stirring  appeals,  in  vain.  Amid 
the  storm  of  shot  and  shell,  the  gallant  leaders  move  and 
fall,  in  vain.  The  battle  is  lost,  and  nothing  now  remains 
but  to  save  it  from  becoming  a  rout.  Then  came  the  order 
for  the  cavalry  to  charge.  The  bugles  rang  out  over  the 
horrible  din  and  uproar,  and  with  sabres  shaking  over  their 
heads,  the  Fifth  cavalry,  shouting  as  they  rode,  dashed 
fiercely  on  the  dense  battalions.  But  they  might  as  well 
have  dashed  on  a  rock.  Broken  into  fragments  by  the 
shock,  they  galloped  wildly  back  through  the  artillery  and 
flying  infantry,  sending  up  a  cloud  of  dust  in  their  headlong 
passage,  and  increasing  tenfold  the  hopeless  disorder.  Borne 
back  for  a  mile,  the  shattered  army  came  upon  the  fresh 
brigades  of  Meagher  and  French,  standing  like  a  wall  of 
iron,  on  the  field.  Undismayed  by  the  frightful  wreck  that 
came  heaving  wildly  down  upon  them,  they  maintained 
their  firm  formation,  and  hurled  it  scornfully  back,  and  sent 
up  a  loud  hurrah  that  rose  over  the  tumult  and  told  the 
enemy  that  fresh  troops  were  on  the  field.  Advancing 
boldly  to  the  front,  they  arrested  the  confident  and  on  rush- 
ing enemy,  and  gave  time  for  our  troops  to  rally.  Twilight 
had  now  settled  over  the  landscape,  and  the  enemy,  having 
exhausted  all  his  reserves,  and  weary  with  his  long  and  des- 
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perate  conflict,  paused  in  Lis  victorious  career,  and  fell  back, 
and  the  bloody  day  was  ended.  The  slaughter  had  been  fear- 
ful on  both  sides,  and  the  trampled  green  sward  and  dusty 
roads  were  crimson  with  the  blood  of  brave  men,  and 
sprinkled  thickly  with  the  dead  and  wounded.  Twenty- 
three  guns  were  left  in  the  enemy's  hands  as  trophies,  and 
many  prisoners,  among  them  the  gallant^  General  Reynolds. 
It  was  while  smarting  under  this  defeat  and  slaughter  of 
his  brave  troops,  that  McClellan  used  the  following  strong 
and  stinging  language  to  the  Secretary  of  War : — 

"  I  know  that  a  few  thousand  more  men  would  have 
changed  this  battle  from  a  defeat  to  a  victory.  As  it  is, 
the  government  must  not,  and  cannot,  hold  me  responsible 
for  the  result 

*'I  feel  too  earnestly  to-night.  I  have  seen  too  many 
dead  and  wounded  comrades  to  feel  otherwise  than  that  the 
government  has  not  sustained  this  army.  If  you  do  not  do 
so  now,  the  game  is  lost. 

"  If  I  save  this  army  now,  I  tell  you  plainly,  that  I  owe 
no  thanks  to  you,  or  to  any  other  persons  in  Washington. 

"You  have  done  your  best  to  sacrifice  this  army." 

This  was  a  terrible  accusation  to  come  from  a  General-in- 
chief  on  the  field  of  battle,  but  it  is  one  from  which  the 
Secretary  of  War  has  never  yet  successfully  vindicated  him- 
self. That  night  the  entire  army  was  transferred  to  the  other 
side  of  the  river,  preparatory  to  the  movement  of  the  whole 
force  to  the  James  River.  All  the  wagons,  heavy  guns,  etc., 
were  also  gathered  there,  and  General  Keyes,  with  his  corps, 
sent  across  the  White  Oak  Swamp  to  seize  strong  positions 
on  the  opposite  side,  so  as  to  cover  the  passage  of  the  trains 
and  the  army.  Orders  were  also  sent  to  embark  all  the 
troops  and  stores  at  the  White  House,  and  destroy  what  could 
not  be  removed.  This  was  done,  and  a  whole  loaded  train 
that  could  not  be  saved,  was  afterwards  sent  adrift,  with  a  full 
head  of  steam  on,  which,  rushing  unguided  along  the  track, 
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plunged  headlong  into  the  stream,  the  bridge  over  it  having 
been  destroyed.  Huge  fires,  caused  by  the  burning  ma- 
terial collected  on  the  route  to  the  White  House,  lightened 
the  midnight  heavens,  leaving  no  fragment  of  the  rich  spoils 
which  the  enemy  had  fondly  hoped  to  seize.  The  bridges 
over  which  our  troops  had  passed  were  also  destroyed,  so 
that  when  morning  dawned,  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  was 
all  on  the  Richmond  side  of  the  Chickahominy,  while  more 
than  half  of  the  Confederate  forces  were  on  the  opposite 
side,  and  the  bridges  broken  down  between.  .This  was  a 
complete  surprise  to  the  enemy,  and  compelled  him  for 
awhile  to  rest — powerless  to  do  mischief.  This  result  had 
been  planned  by  McClellan,  for  he  needed  the  time  it  gave 
him,  to  get  his  immense  trains  across  the  swamp,  before  his 
army  began  to  move.  Tangled  up  between  his  corps,  it 
would  throw  every  thing  into  comfusion.  Only  a  single 
road  crossed  the  swamp,  along  which  five  thousand  wagons, 
twenty-five  hundred  cattle,his  immense  siege  train,and  various 
war  material  had  to  be  transported.  It  required  nice  calcula- 
tion and  prompt,  rapid  movements  to  accomplish  all  this 
before  the  overwhelming  force  of  the  enemy  would  be  on 
his  rear,  and  rushing  down,  at  right  angles,  on  his  line  of 
march  along  the  roads  leading  from  Richmond  beyond  the 
swamp. 

The  28th  was  a  quiet  day  to  both  armies,  so  far  as  hostili- 
ties were  concerned ;  but  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  was 
stripping  itself  for  the  race  and  the  struggle  before  it.  The 
distance  to  the  James  River  was  only  seventeen  miles,  so 
that  along  that  single  line  of  road,  scarcely  half  of  the  immense 
train  would  have  entered  the  swamp  when  its  head  would 
be  on  James  River.  All  day  long  it  was  winding,  like  a 
mighty  serpent,  its  tedious  length  through  the  forest,  whose 
gloomy  recesses  resounded  with  the  rumbling  of  wheels,  the 
lowing  of  cattle,  and  the  shouts  and  curses  of  men,  as  they 
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^rged  on  their  teams.  Time  pressed,  and  the  huge  caravan 
was  crowded  along  the  hot  and  narrow  way  to  its  utmost 
speed.  Wounded  men  lay  bleeding  in  the  wagons,  or 
limped  along  beside  them,  while  every  ear  was  turned  to 
catch  the  thunder  of  cannon  from  the  pursuing  foe.  It  was 
oppressively  hot,  yet  all  day  and  night  the  vast  throng  of 
wagons  kept  hurrying  forward  to  give  room  for  the  army, 
for  the  peril  to  which  it  was  exposed  increased  with  every 
hour's  delay.  The  moon  rose  over  the  dark  forest  about 
nine  o'clock,  and  revealed  a  strange,  confused,  wild  spect- 
acle; but  its  light  was  dimmed  by  a  thunder  cloud,  that 
pushing  up  the  heavens,  sent  peal  after  peal  like  the  roar 
of  artillery  over  the  alarmed  multitude. 

The  next  day  was  the  Sabbath,  but  not  a  day  of  rest  to 
that  imperilled  army.  Early  in  the  morning  McClellan 
broke  up  his  head-quarters  at  Savage  Station,  and  moved 
across  the  swamp,  to  examine  the  ground  beyond,  for  the 
disposition  of  the  corps,  and  make  sure  his  communication 
with  the  gunboats,  without  which  all  would  be  lost.  He 
sent  Slocum  also  across,  to  relieve  Keyes,  so  that  the  latter 
could  move  on  to  James  River.  Porter  was  to  follow,  to 
make  the  communication  sure.  The  whole  army  now  began 
to  move.  Sumner,  who  was  at  Fair  Oaks,  started  at  day- 
light towards  Savage  Station,  but  before  he  reached  it  waa 
attacked  at  Allen's  field.  With  Richardson's  and  Sedg- 
wick's divisions  he  succeeded  however  in  holding  the  rebels 
at  bay  for  three  hours.  In  the  meantime,  the  enemy,  having 
repaired  the  bridges,  began  to  cross  the  Chickahominy  and 
were  now  advancing  towards  Savage  Station. 

Franklin  hearing  of  it,  sent  word  to  Sumner,  who  pushed 
on  to  that  point  and  assumed  chief  command.  It  was  plain 
that  a  battle  must  be  fought  here  to  cover  the  retreat. 
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BATTLE   OP  SAVAOE   STATION. 

Sumner,  Franklin  and  Heintzelman  were  here — on  whom 
the  Commander-in-chief  could  rely,  and  he  told  them  to 
hold  that  position  till  dark,  and  right  gallantly  was  the 
order  obeyed.  The  public  property  which  had  accumulated 
here  was  first  destroyed,  so  as  not  to  fall  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy,  and  then  they  prepared  for  a  stubborn  resist- 
ance. 

In  vain  did  the  enemy  move  upon  this  noble  rear  guard, 
determined  to  break  through  to  the  trains  beyond.  It  knew 
the  mighty  trust  which  had  been  reposed  in  it,  and  that  it 
held  the  destiny  of  the  army  in  its  hands.  Sumner  and 
Franklin's  commands  were  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle,  in  an 
open  field,  the  right  stretching  down  the  road,  and  the  left 
resting  on  a  piece  of  woods  held  by  Brooks'  brigade.  About 
four  o'clock  the  rebels,  in  overpowering  masses,  came  mov- 
ing down  the  Williamsburg  road,  and  fell  with  savage  fury 
on  Burns'  brigade.  They  could  not  have  selected  a  worse 
point  of  attack,  for  a  more  gallant  and  stubborn  commander 
never  led  troops  to  battle  than  he.  Rooted  to  the  ground 
— ^his  hat  pierced  with  balls,  and  bleeding  from  a  wound  in 
his  face,  he  beat  back  the  hostile  battalions  with  a  stern 
courage  that  elicited  the  highest  praise  from  even  the  cau- 
tious Sedgwick.  Hazzard'sand  Pettit's  batteries  covered 
themselves  with  glory.  The  battle  raged  for  five  hours,  or 
until  nearly  nine  o'clock — the  thunder  of  the  guns  breaking 
in  successive  crashes  over  the  forest,  and  sending  consterna- 
tion through  the  struggling  trains  far  ahead,  and  urging 
them  on  to  still  greater  speed. 

As  soon  as  the  battle  was  over,  Sumner  received  orders 
to  fall  back  across  the  swamp.  He  obeyed  reluctantly,  for 
his  blood  was  up,  and  he  wished  to  punish  still  further  the 
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presumptuous  foe.  But  the  columns  were  quickly  put  in 
motion,  and  by  midnight  were  all  on  the  road  to  White  Oak 
Swamp,  General  French  bringing  up  the  rear.  All  night 
long  the  brave  but  weary  columns  toiled  on  through  the 
forest,  and  just  as  the  rays  of  the  sun  were  tipping  the  tree 
tops,  the  last  regiment  crossed  White  Oak  Swamp  bridge, 
and  then  the  bridge  itself  was  destroyed. 

One  of  the  most  difficult  steps  of  the  perilous  feat  which 
McClellan  had  attempted  to  perform  was  now  accomplished. 
His  trains  were  well  on  towards  James  River;  the  enemy  in 
the  rear  were  arrested  in  their  pursuit,  and  he  had  now 
chiefly  the  forces  sent  down  from  Richmond  to  contend 
with,  which  were  designed  to  fall  on  him  in  flank  and  cut 
his  army  in  two.  The  enemy  on  the  Chickahominy  had  two 
sides  of  a  triangle  to  traverse  to  reach  him  by  this  route, 
while  he  had  but  one,  so  that  though  he  had  to  delay  his 
march  till  his  immense  trains  got  away,  he  was  able  to  have 
heavy  forces  guarding  the  roads  leading  from  Richmond  on 
the  farther  side  of  the  swamp. 

In  the  meantime,  as  soon  as  daylight  revealed  to  the 
enemy  that  Sumner  had  abandoned  Savage  Station,  and 
fisJlcn  back  through  the  swamp,  he  started  in  pursuit,  but 
on  finding  the  bridge  destroyed  was  compelled  to  halt  on 
the  banks  of  the  stream.  Here,  planting  his  batteries,  he 
opened  a  furious  artillery  fire  on  Franklin,  who  with  his 
division  had  been  left  to  defend  the  crossing.  But  Keyes 
handled  his  artillery  with  a  skill  that  baffled  all  his  efibrts. 

BATTLE   OF   NELSON's   FARM   AND   GLENDALE. 

But  while  Franklin  was  thus  keeping  back  the  enemy  that 
had  followed  through  the  swamp  from  Savage  Station,  a 
fierce  battle  was  raging  farther  on  towards  the  James  River, 
with  a  rebel  army  under  A.  P.  Hill  which  had  moved  dowr 
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from  Richmond,  between  the  swamp  and  river.  The 
first  road  that  intersected  our  line  of  march  after  crossing 
the  White  Oak  Swamp  was  the  Charles  City  road,  and  this 
Slocum  was  left  to  guard.  Farther  on  towards  the  James, 
was  the  Newmarket  road.  McCall  was  posted  on  this,  with 
Meade's  brigade  on  his  right,  and  Seymour's  on  his  left; 
the  batteries  of  Randall,  Kern,  Cooper,  Dietrich  and  Kane- 
hem  all  posted  hi  front  of  the  infantry  line.  The  country 
was  open  in  front,  leaving  a  clean  sweep  for  the  artillery. 

About  three  o'clock  the  enemy  was  seen  moving  in  heavy 
force  upon  this  position,  and  at  the  same  time  coming  down 
the  Charles  City  road  on  Slocum.  Checked  here  by  the 
artillery,  they,  a  little  later,  fell  with  desperate  fury  on 
McCall's  division.  Right  in  the  face  of  the  death-dealing 
batteries  they  advanced  with  grand,  heroic  courage,  and 
though  swept  by  the  storm  of  grape  and  canister,  closed  up 
their  rent  columns  and  still  faced  the  fiery  sleet  without 
flinching.  The  slaughter  was  frightful,  but  making  good  the 
losses  with  fresh  troops,  the  rebel  leaders  pressed  this  de- 
voted division  with  such  fury  that  at  length  it  was  com- 
pelled to  fall  back.  The  gallant,  fiery  leaders,  Hooker  and 
Kearney,  were  hurried  to  the  rescue,  and  falling  with  their 
weary,  heroic  columns  on  the  shouting,  victorious  enemy, 
hurled  him  back  stunned  and  astonished.  The  battle  lasted 
till  after  dark,  and  again  the  Union  troops  had  showed  their 
indomitable  valor.  Here  Bums  again  distinguished  himself, 
and  here  the  Sixty-third  Pennsylvania,under  Colonel  Hays,  and 
the  Thirty-seventh  New  York  Volunteers  covered  themselves 
with  glory,  for  by  their  rapid  volleys  and  desperate  charge, 
they  repelled  the  third  attack,  though  made  by  overwhelming 
numbera  There  was  fighting  everywhere  to-day.  The  rebel 
artillery  was  thundering  on  our  rear  guard  at  White  Oak 
Swamp  bridge ;  where  the  roads  crossed  at  right  angles  our 
line  of  march,  a  fierce  battle  was  raging;  while,  at  the  same 
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time  the  enemy  came  down  on  Porter  already  on  the 
James,  to  help  whom,  the  gunboats  opened  with  their  pond- 
erous guns,  sending  their  awful  missiles  of  death  through 
the  astonished  hostile  lines.  The  latter,  maddened  that 
the  foe  was  about  to  escape  them,  resolved  at  whatever 
sacrifice  of  life  to  break  through  our  long  line  at  some  point, 
and  thundered  on  it  from  the  middle  of  the  swamp  to  the 
James  River  with  frightful  energy.  The  whole  country  was 
dark  with  his  moving  masses,  and  the  summer  sun  went 
down  in  an  ocean  of  rolling  smoke,  that  heaved  and  rifted 
before  the  deafening  explosions  which  made  the  earth  trem- 
ble. Our  wearied,  hungry  troops  moved  amid  this  carnival 
of  death  with  a  heroism  that  mocked  at  numbers,  and  made 
that  last  day  of  June  one  long  to  be  remembered.  The  bur- 
dened earth  turned  red  with  the  blood  of  the  slain,  but  still 
our  flag  floated  triumphantly  over  the  field.  McCall  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  Heintzelman,  who  was  in  chief 
command  of  the  troops,  began  at  midnight  to  fall  back 
towards  the  James,  on  the  banks  of  which  our  trains  were 
now  rapidly  gathering.  Franklin  also  retired,  and  McClellan 
ordered  the  whole  army  to  fall  back  to  Malvern  Hill.  He 
had  selected  this  as  the  key  to  his  position.  Although  he 
had  given  General  Barnard,  Engineer-in-chief,  special  orders 
as  to  the  location  of  the  troops  as  fast  as  they  arrived,  he  on 
the  morning  of  the  first  of  July,  made  the  entire  circuit  of 
the  position  himself  with  some  of  his  general  officers,  to  see 
that  no  mistake  should  occur. 

BATTLE   OP   MALVERN   HILL. 

McClellan  had  been  for  the  last  three  days  fighting  at  fear- 
ful disadvantages,  for  his  army  lay  scattered  all  the  way 
from  White  Oak  Swamp  to  the  James  River, — a  line  too 
long  to  be  held  throughout  by  his  enfeebled  army,  and  yet 
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which  could  not  be  shortened  without  peril.  The  commu- 
nication with  the  river  must  be  kept  up  on  account  of  his 
transports,  the  trains  be  protected,  the  enemy  in  the  rear 
held  back,  and  all  the  roads  coming  down  from  Richmond 
strongly  guarded ;  hence,  when  the  enemy  appeared  in  over- 
whelming numbers  at  any  given  point,  the  wearied  troops 
guarding  it  were  compelled  to  hold  it  till  reinforcements 
could  be  hurried  up  from  some  other  point.  But  now  all 
this  was  changed.  He  had  his  noble  army  once  more 
well  in  hand,  and  concentrated  where  it  could  strike  its 
powerful  blows  like  a  single  engine.  But  the  rebels  had 
also  concentrated  their  forces,  outnumbering  his  own,  two  to 
one,  and  was  preparing  to  make  one  last  great  effort  to 
wring  victory  from  the  hand  of  adverse  fate. 

Malvern  Hill,  on  which  McClellan  had  drawn  up  his 
wearied  but  unconquerable  host,  is  a  plateau  about  a  mile 
and  a  half  long,  and  three-quarters  of  a  mile  wide,  with 
several  roads,  converging  to  a  single  point,  running  over  it. 
On  the  side  towards  the  river,  the  slope  ended  in  a  deep 
ravine,  which  stretched  to  the  shore.  Here  Porter  was 
posted,  with  one  brigade  in  the  plain,  to  check  any  flanking 
movement;  and  here,  too,  in  the  stream,  were  stationed  the 
gunboats,  under  Commodore  Rodgers,  for  the  purpose  of 
hurling  their  ponderous  shells  into  the  advancing  columns  of 
the  enemy.  In  front  were  several  ravines,  furnishing  natural 
obstacles  to  an  approaching  enemy,  while  the  ground  sloped 
away,  giving  a  clean  sweep  for  the  artillery.  On  this  plat- 
eau McClellan  massed  his  splendid  artillery,  at  least  three 
hundred  guns,  frowning,  like  a  brow  of  wrath,  on  the  plain 
below,  while  on  the  highest  point,  dominating  all.  Col.  Tyler 
had  planted  ten  of  his  heavy  siege  guns.  This  officer  had 
made  almost  superhuman  efforts  to  save  his  unwieldy  siege 
train  amid  the  struggling  mass  that  crowded  the  road 
through  White  Oak  Swamp,  and  had  succeeded  with  the 
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loss  of  only  three  guns,  which  had  broken  down,  and  so 
could  not  be  brought  off.  Justly  proud  of  his  achievement, 
he  now  determined  they  should  no  longer  remain  useless 
burdens,  and  dragged  these  ten  pieces  to  the  top  of  the  hill, 
that  their  voices  should  first  speak  in  the  coming  conflict. 

McClellan  had  not  enough  men  to  make  his  whole  line  of 
battle  strong  as  it  ought  to  be,  and  so  he  massed  his  main 
force  to  the  north  and  east,  conjecturing  the  weight  of  attack 
would  come  from  that  quarter — against  his  left  wing.  The 
pursuing  force  coming  from  White  Oak  Swamp,  and  that 
rushing  down  from  Richmond,  he  thought,  would  make  the 
attack  in  that  direction,  instead  of  losing  time  by  swinging 
round  down  stream  to  the  right  wing,  which  would  endanger 
their  own  communication  with  the  Capital. 

In  front  of  Porter's  division,  the  artillery  was  so  posted 
that  the  tremendous  fire  of  sixty  cannon  could  be  concen- 
trated on  any  single  point,  and  made  that  grim  chieftain  feel 
that  the  troops  which  could  reach  him  must  be  something 
more  than  flesh  and  blood.  Sykes  commanded  his  left,  and 
Morell,  his  right  divisions ;  Couch  came  next,  and  after  him, 
Kearney  and  Hooker,  then  Sedgwick  and  Richardson, 
Smith  and  Slocum,  strong  leaders  every  one,  on  whom  their 
chieftain  could  in  that  last  trying  hour  rely  with  unbounded 
trust.  A  portion  of  Keyes'  Corps  finished  the  line,  that 
curved  back  nearly  to  the  river  again  below,  in  a  huge 
semicircle.  The  shattered,  mutilated  Pennsylvania  reserve 
corps  was  stationed  behind  Porter  and  Couch  as  a  reserve. 

Thus  stood  the  immortal  army  of  the  Potomac  on  the 
first  of  July.  When  all  was  completed,  -McClellan,  with  his 
brilliant  Staff,  galloped  along  the  mighty  line,  followed  by 
the  ddafening  cheers  of  his  devoted  battalions,  who  felt  that 
they  were  to  fight  once  more  under  his  immediate  eye.  See- 
ing, at  a  glance,  that  the  fury  of  the  storm,  as  he  had  con- 
jectured, was  to  burst  on  his  left,  he  took  his  station  there. 
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The  infantry  was  posted  down  the  hill,  so  that  the  artillery 
had  a  clean  sweep  over  their  heads.  The  scene  was  one  of 
imposing  grandeur,  and  as  the  bright  sun  looked  down 
upon  it,  his  rays  flashed  along  the  triple  lines  of  steel  that 
girdled  the  hill  with  light,  while  the  steady  ranks  belted  it 
with  long  dark  lines — soon  to  be  lines  of  fire.  As  far  as  the 
eye  could  see,  banners  drooped  in  the  still  air,  while  groups  of 
horsemen  here  and  there  told  where  the  respective  com- 
manders awaited  the  coming  shock.  It  seemed  downright 
madness  for  any  troops  to  advance  on  such  an  infernal  fire 
as,  it  was  plain,  could  at  any  moment  open  from  that  plateau. 
But  Magruder,  commanding  the  rebel  forces^  relying  on  his 
overwhelming  numbers,  determined  to  carry  it  Skirmish- 
ing in  the  plain  below  commenced  between  nine  and  ten 
in  the  morning,  but  the  enemy  seemed  in  no  haste  to  enter 
on  the  desperate  undertaking  before  him.  At  length,  how- 
ever, about  two  o'clock,  a  dark  mass  emerged  on  the  plain 
and  moved  steadily  forward  on  Couch's  division.  The  artil- 
lery  opened  on  both  sides,  and  though  ugly  rents  were  made 
at  every  step  in  the  enemy's  ranks,  they  closed  firmly  up, 
and  kept  unfalteringly  on.  An  ominous  silence  rested  on 
Couch's  division,  which  lay  motionless  on  the  ground.  Still, 
on  swept  the  hostile  column,  till  within  close  musket  range, 
when  at  the  word  of  command,  the  division  sprung  to  its  feet 
and  poured  in  one  deadly  volley.  Before  it,  that  compact 
mass  was  rent  like  a  cloud,  torn  with  an  explosion  in  its 
own  bosom,  and  was  driven  in  shattered  fragments  over  the 
field.  About  four  o'clock  the  firing  ceased  all  along  the 
line,  and  the  hill  that  for  two  hours  had  groaned  on  its  firm 
foundations,  under  the  heavy  crack  of  artillery,  lapsed 
into  silence  again.  Two  hours  more  passed  by,  but,  about 
six  o'clock,  the  plain  below  suddenly  opened  like  a  volcano 
with  the  fierce  fire  of  all  the  rebel  artillery,  and,  under  its 
cover,   were  seen  advancing  the  heavy  columns  of  the 
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enemy.  In  a  moment  the  hill  was  in  a  blaze  of  light,  and 
from  three  hundred  cannon  rained  a  horrible  tempest  of 
shot  and  shell.  Seeing  that  nothing  could  long  stand  before 
it,  the  rebel  leaders  ordered  the  troops  on  the  double  quick, 
to  carry  the  hill  in  one  impetuous  rush.  Brigade  after 
brigade,  emerging  from  the  distant  woods,  dashed  on  a 
run  across  the  intervening  space,  and  swept  up,  in  one  black 
overwhelming  tide,  towards  the  batteries.  But  when  they 
came  within  reach  of  the  musketry,  the  volleys  were  too 
murderous  for  flesh  and  blood  to  withstand.  The  reeling 
lines  shrivelled  up  before  it  and  disappeared  from  sight 
Still,  bent  on  victory,  the  rebel  leaders  reformed  their  broken 
battalions;  and,  bringing  forward  fresh  troops,  sent  them 
forward  with  drums  beating  and  banners  flying,  in  the  same 
all-engulfing  fire.  More  desperate  courage  was  never  dis- 
played by  any  troops  on  any  field  than  they  evinced  in 
these  successive  charges.  Again  and  again,  they  crossed 
the  whole  line  of  fire  of  our  batteries,  breasting  the  storm  of 
grape  and  canister  without  flinching,  till  close  upon  our  line  of 
battle,  when  their  shouts  of  victory  arose  within  short  pistol 
shot  of  the  coolly  awaiting  ranks.  Then  the  hill  side  would 
seem  to  gap  and  shoot  forth  flame.  One  volley,  and  in- 
stantly the  shouting  troops  were  on  them  with  the  bayonet, 
sending  them  like  scattered  sheep  to  their  cover,  leaving 
the  slope  carpeted  with  their  dead.  It  seemed  that  each 
repulse  must  be  the  last,  and  that  no  troops  on  earth  could 
be  made  to  advance  again,  on  such  certain  destruction.  But 
in  a  few  moments  the  reformed  columns  would  be  seen 
emerging  from  the  sulphurous  cloud  that  canopied  the  field, 
and  moving  swiftly  upon  the  batteries.  They  advanced, 
however,  only  to  vanish  again  when  they  came  within  reach 
of  the  volleys  of  the  infantry.  In  the  midst  of  the  horrible 
din  and  uproar,  and  this  terrible  slaughter,  ever  and 
anon  came  the  deep  boom  of  the  one  hundred  pounders  on 
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board  the  gunboats,  followed  by  a  shrieking  mass  rushing 
through  the  clouds  of  smoke — the  next  second  to  explode, 
like  a  clap  of  thunder,  amid  the  ranks  of  the  astonished  foe. 

The  fiery  sun  went  down  on  this  strange  scene, — ^his 
beams  struggling  dimly  thrbugh  the  murky  atmosphere,  but 
still  the  work  of  death  went  on.  As  twilight  deepened  over 
the  field,  the  puffs  of  smoke  that  shot  out  over  the  plain 
were  illuminated  with  flame, — while  blazing  shells  crossed 
and  re-crossed  each  other  in  every  direction,  weaving  a  fiery 
net-work  over  the  struggling  armies.  Into  the  midst  of  this 
pandemonium,  every  few  minutes,  fell  one  of  the  ponderous 
shells  from  the  gunboats,  bursting  with  a  sound  that  shook 
the  earth,  and  sent  terror  into  the  rebel  ranks.  Darkness 
at  length  closed  the  scene,  and  the  shattered,  bleeding  host 
of  the  enemy  withdrew  in  despair.  The  last  blow  had  been 
struck  and  failed,  and  a  loud  shout  rolled  along  the  Union 
lines.  But  what  a  field  it  was !  The  ploughed  and  trampled 
earth,  the  shattered  trees  and  buildings,  and  the  fields  strewn 
with  dead  horses,  broken  artillery  wagons,  muskets  and  men, 
looked  as  if  all  the  forces  of  heaven  and  earth  had  been 
striving  to  see  what  a  fearful  wreck  could  be  made. 

Commodore  Rodgers,  of  the  gunboats,  in  a  consultation 
with  McClellan,  had  said  that  the  southern  shore  of  the 
river  was  so  near  at  this  point  that  should  the  enemy  occupy 
it,  it  would  be  impossible  to  get  up  the  supplies  for  the  army, 
and  as  Harrison's  Landing  was  the  nearest  point  of  safety,  it 
had  been  resolved,  two  days  previous,  to  fall  back  there. 
Hence,  all  day  long,  while  the  earth  was  shaking  to  the 
uproar  of  battle  on  Malvern  Hill,  the  immense  trains  were 
hurrying  forward  towards  Harrison's  Landing.  To  the  same 
point  McClellan  now  directed  the  army  to  be  moved.  This 
was  a  delicate  operation  in  the  presence  of  the  enemy, 
especially  as  the  rear  of  the  trains  still  blocked  the  road. 
General  Keyes,  with  his  corps,  was  appointed  to  cover  the 
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manoeuvre,  and  nobly  did  he  fulfill  the  trust  reposed  in  him. 
Colonel  Averill,  with  his  cavalry,  who  had  done  good  service 
in  the  advance  beyond  White  Oak  Swamp,  covered  the  with- 
drawal of  the  left  wing  under  Porter,  and  so  skillfully  did  he 
manage,  that,  with  only  his  regiment  and  Lieut.  Colonel 
Buchanan's  brigade  of  regular  infantry,  and  one  battery,  he 
so  deceived  the  enemy,  that  they  allowed  him  to  hold  the 
battle-field  unmolested  all  the  next  day.  General  Keyes,  by 
the  way  in  which  he  took  advantage  of  every  formation  of 
ground,  and  kept  the  trains  closed  up,  and  the  army  disen- 
cumbered of  the  countless  wagons  and  vehicles  of  every 
description  that  thronged  the  single  road  over  which  he 
was  compelled  to  move,  showed  executive  ability  equal  to 
the  management  of  a  great  battle,  and  won  the  highest 
praise  of  his  Commander. 

The  army  was  at  last  safe,  and  the  terrible  struggle  that 
had  been  kept  up  since  the  26  th  of  June,  was  over.  Pressed 
by  overwhelming  numbers,  allowed  no  rest,  scarcely  time  to 
snatch  a  morsel  of  food,  bleeding  at  every  step,  and  leaving 
its  dead  and  wounded  on  almost  every  foot  of  ground 
it  had  traversed,  this  gallant  army  had  fought  its  way 
triumphantly  out  of  the  very  jaws  of  destruction,  and  now 
drew  up  along  the  banks  of  the  James  River,  proud  and 
defiant  as  ever.  The  mighty  effort  put  forth  by  the  rebel 
government  had  failed  of  success.  At  an  immense  sacrifice 
of  life,  it  had  succeded  only  in  compelling  McClellan  to 
adopt  a  better  base,  from  which  he  could  advance  surely  on 
Richmond.  It  is  true  he  had  lost  15,000  men  in  the  terri- 
ble  struggles  of  the  last  seven  days,  but  the  enemy  had 
Bufibred  still  more  heavily,  and  the  rebel  Capital  was  crowded 
with  the  wounded  and  dying. 

The  whole  movement  had  taken  the  country  by  surprise. 
Though  every  newspaper  correspondent  had  said  that  un- 
less the  army  was  reinforced,  its  overthrow  or  defeat  was 
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certain,  and  although. the  people  wondered  and  clamored 
because  McDowell,  with  nearly  40,000  men,  was  kept  idle 
at  Fredericksburg,  and  cursed  the  Secretary  of  War  for 
keeping  a  part  of  the  army  from  McClellwi,  it  still  would 
not  admit  defeat  to  be  possible.  It  had  resolved  that  Rich- 
mond should  fall,  and  that  the  fourth  of  July  should  cele- 
brate its  overthrow.  Hence,  when  the  first  news  of  the 
retreat  of  the  army  was  received,  it  was  confidently  believed 
that  it  was  an  advance  on  Richmond.  When  the  whole 
truth  burst  upon  the  country,  it  was  stunned  at  the  danger 
it  had  escaped,  and  filled  with  admiration  at  the  valor  of  the 
army  and  skill  of  its  leader,  which  had  not  merely  kept  at 
bay,  but  rolled  back  the  overwhelming  numbers  of  the 
enemy,  even  in  defeat — its  last  blow,  the  greatest  and  most 
fearful  of  all.  Murmurs  and  complaints  were  in  every  body's 
mouth,  and  rage  and  disappointment  filled  the  land,  while 
Richmond  was  ablaze  with  illuminations. 

McClellan  issued  a  spirited  address  to  his  soldiers,  promis- 
ing soon  to  lead  them  into  Richmond.  The  President 
thanked  him  in  a  letter,  saying,  "  I  am  satisfied  that  your- 
self, oflScers  and  men,  have  done  the  best  you  could.  *  * 
*  Ten  thousand  thanks  for  it."  Two  days  after,  when  the 
full  accounts  had  been  received,  he  wrote  again:  ''Be 
assured  the  heroism  and  skill  of  yourself,  officers  and  men  is, 
and  forever  will  be,  appreciated."  McClellan  now  asked 
for  reinforcements,  which  the  Government  at  Washington 
declared  itself  unable  to  furnish. 

In  this  crisis  of  affairs  he  wrote  a  letter  to  the  President, 
dated  the  4th  of  July,  in  which  he  sketched  out  the  policy 
which  he  thought  should  be  adopted.  This  letter  had  an 
important  influence  on  his  destiny,  for  although  it  was 
not  made  public  for  more  than  a  year,  it  was  the  cause  of 
his  removal  from  the  command  of  the  army.     The  main 
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features  of  the  policy  he  recommended,  were,  no  confisca- 
tion— no  emancipation  act.  by  the  Government — ^hoping  thus 
to  bring  about  a  reaction  on  the  part  of  the  South.  These 
views  made  him  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  who  im- 
mediately named  him  as  the  future  candidate  for  the  Presi- 
dency. 


CHAPTER  II. 


JULT- AUGUST,  1868. 

I 

pope's    campaign POPE    CALLED  TO  THE    ARMY  OF  VIRGINIA HIS    ORDERS 

COSCENTBATION    OF     HIS     ARMY — HALLECK    MADE     OENERAL-IX-CHIEF — HIS 

PLAN    OF    OPERATIONS — MC  CLELLAN   RECALLED    FROM   THE    PENINSULA IIIS 

LETTER   OF    REMONSTRANCE — LEE    TAKES    ADVANTAGE    OF    THE    BLUNDER   OF 

HALLECK BATTLE  OP  CEDAR  MOUNTAIN LEE'S  GREAT    MOVEMENT  BEGUN 

ACCOUNT    OF    SUBSEQUENT   OPERATIONS BATTLE    OF    BULL  RUN BATTLE   OF 

OROVETON ^TIIE    LAST  DAy's  BATTLE — THE  ARMY  FALLS  BACK  TO  THE  FORTS 

LEE  MOVES  TOWARDS  THE  POTOMAC VJlC  CLELLAn's  TELEGRAM  TO  HALLECK 

ASKING  PERMISSION  TO  JOIN    THE    ARMY PLACED  ONCE    MORE  <^T  THE  HEAD 

OF  THE  ARMY POPE's  FAILURE REVIEW  OF  THE  CAMPAIGN. 


WHILE  these  momentous  events  were  passing  m  front 
of  Richmond,  great  changes  were  being  introduced 
into  the  army  around  Washington.  The  President  and  the 
country,  had  had  enough  of  the  military  strategy  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  and  it  became  imperatively  necessary  to 
have  some  other  head,  to  direct  the  corps  of  McDowell, 
Banks  and  Fremont,  which  had  been  taken  away  from  the 
General-in-Chief  General  Pope  was,  therefore,  called  from 
the  West,  to  take  command  of  these,  to  be  called  the  Army 
of  Virginia,  and  also  of  all  the  troops,  in  garrison,  around 
Washington.  He  entered  on  his  duties  the  26th  of  June, 
the  very  day  on  which  commenced  the  seven  days'  struggle 
before  Richmond.  He  began  his  career  by  issuing  two 
orders,  in  which  he  ridiculed  the  idea  of  bases  of  operations 
and  of  "  securing  lines  of  retreat,"  declaring  that  he  should 
leave  that  for  the  enemy  to  do.  This  was  regarded  as  an 
indirect  stab  at  the  General-in-chief,  and  hence  excited  a 
great  deal  of  ill  will  against  him  throughout  the  country. 
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Thoughtful  men  looked  upon  it  as  a  bad  omen,  that  lie 
should,  at  the  outset  of  the  campaign,  avow  that  he  meant 
to  disregard  the  soundest  military  maxims,  and,  like  the 
First  Napoleon,  revolutionize  the  science  of  war. 

The  "Army  of  Virginia"  numbered,  at  this  time,  about  fifty 
thousand  men  fit  for  the  field,  with  which  Pope  was  to  protect 
Washington,  and  co-operate,  in  some  way,  with  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac.  This  force  was  scattered  all  along,  from  Fred- 
ericksburg to  Winchester,  and  his  first  object  was  to  get  it 
together.  Adopting  the  theory,  that  if  the  enemy  should 
attempt  to  advance  on  Washington  by  way  of  the  Shenan- 
doah Valley,  it  would  be  better,  instead  of  meeting  him 
there,  to  be  more  in  front  of  Washington,  so  as  to  cut 
his  force  in  two  while  on  the  march,  he  therefore,  be- 
gan to  concentrate  his  army,  in  and  about  Sperryville.  By 
occupying  this  position,  he  hoped  to  be  able  also,  to  operate 
on  the  enemy's  line  of  communication,  in  the  direction  of 
Gordonsville  and  Charlottesville,  so  as  to  draw  off  a  part  of 
the  army  arrayed  against  McClellan.  It  has  been  seen, 
however,  that  the  movement  was  too  late  to  effect  the  latter 
object  In  the  meantime  the  President  began  to  see  that 
to  have  two  distinct  armies  operating  against  the  same  point, 
and  yet  entirely  independent  of  each  other,  with  no  com- 
mon head  but  the  Secretary  of  War  whose  incapacity  to 
direct  movements  in  the  field,  had  been  tested  to  his  satisfac- 
tion, would  only  complicate  the  difficulties  of  the  situa- 
tion instead  of  removing  them,  sent  for  General  Hal* 
leek  to  assume  the  chief  command.  This  officer,  who  had 
never  fought  a  battle,  and  never  conducted  a  campaign 
in  person,  except  the  extraordinary  one  against  Corinth, 
was,  on  the  12th  day  of  July,  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
American  armies,  to  control  all  the  campaigns,  and  push  the 
war  to  a  speedy  issue.  He  at  once  adopted  a  plan  of  cam- 
paign in  accordance  with  the  President's  original  policy,  which 
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was  to  move  on  Richmond  overland  from  Washington.  Of 
course,  it  became  necessary  to  recall  the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
and  abandon  the  peninsula  route  altogether ;  and,  on  the  3d 
of  August,  Halleck  sent  an  order  to  McClellan  to  withdraw 
his  army  at  once,  and  come  up  to  Acquia  Creek,  covering 
his  movements  the  best  way  he  could.  McClellan  was 
astonished  at  this  unexpected  order,  saying  in  reply,  that  "  it 
had  caused  him  the  greatest  pain  he  ever  experienced."  He 
sent  in  a  strong  remonstrance  against  it,  demonstrating,  in 
the  clearest  manner,  that  it  was  a  suicidal  policy,  and  clos- 
ing with  these  remarkable  words :  "  clear  in  my  convictions 
of  right,  strong  in  the  consciousness  that  I  ever  have  been, 
and  still  am,  actuated  solely  by  the  love  of  my  country, 
knowing  that  no  ambitious  or  selfish  motives  have  influenced 
me  from  the  commencement  of  this  war,  I  do  now  what  I 
never  did  in  my  life  before,  I  entreat  that  this  order  may  be 
rescinded."  The  appeal  was  in  vain.  Halleck  would  not 
rescind  the  order,  and  McClellan,  at  once,  began  to  obey  it, 
and  withdraw  his  army,  in  such  a  way  as  to  save  it  from  being 
cut  up  in  its  retreat.  But  he  was  not  molested.  Such  a  huge 
blunder,  as  the  General-in-chief  had  now  committed,  was 
sure  not  to  escape  the  keen  watchfulness  of  a  man  of  Lee's 
sagacity.  Richmond  being  so  unexpectedly  relieved  from 
all  danger,  he  determined  to  throw  his  army  rapidly  across 
the  country,  overwhelm  Pope,  before  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac could  reach  him,  and  move  boldly  upon  Washington. 

BATTLE   OF   CEDAR   MOUNTAIN. 

General  Pope,  being  informed  that  Jackson  was  rapidly 
approaching  the  Rapidan,  ordered  Banks,  commanding  the 
Second  Corps,  nominally  thirteen,  but  really  only  about  eight 
thousand  strong,  to  move  to  Culpepper  Court  House,  where 
the  whole  army  was  being  rapidly  concentrated.     On  the 
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9th  of  August,  he  directed  him  to  move  forward  towards 
Cedar  Mountain,  and  take  up  a  strong  position,  where  he 
could  resist  the  advance  of  Jackson,  until  the  other  corps 
could  be  brought  up.  Jackson,  in  the  mean  time,  had 
already  crossed  the  Rapidan,  and  occupied  the  sides  of 
Cedar  Mountain,  in  force.  Banks,  as  he  approached  the 
mountain,  about  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  heard  de- 
sultory firing  from  Bayard's  cavalry,  which  was  disput- 
ing the  progress  of  the  enemy,  and  from  Crawford,  who 
was  engaged  with  his  artillery.  It  was  a  warm  August 
day,  and  the  green  trees  that  covered  the  mountain 
sides,  effectually  concealed  the  force  of  the  enemy.  From 
his  masked  batteries,  Jackson  immediately  poured  in 
a  destructive  fire  on  our  advancing  columns.  Banks  did 
not  believe  the  enemy  was  in  any  considerable  force,  so, 
after  suffering  severely  for  a  while,  from  the  rebel  batteries, 
he  determined  to  charge  those  nearest  him.  General 
Williams  held  the  right,  and  Augur  the  left,  of  the  line  of 
battle.  General  Prince,  of  the  latter  division,  advanced  his 
brigade  from  this  part  of  the  field,  supported  by  General 
Geary,  who  moved  nearly  in  a  line  with  him.  They  swept 
past  our  artillery,  entered  a  corn  field  in  beautiful  order,  and 
moved  steadily  forward  towards  the  hostile  batteries,  that 
all  the  while  played  fast  and  furiously  into  their  exposed 
ranks.  The  brave  men  took  the  desolating  fire  with  aston- 
ishing firmness,  and,  with  their  eyes  bent  on  the  deadly 
guns,  kept  grandly,  devotedly  on.  But  suddenly  a  heavy 
mass  of  infantry,  till  then  concealed  behind  a  low  swell,  rose 
before  them  and  poured  a  fearful  volley  into  their  very  faces. 
This  unexpected  fire,  combined  with  that  of  the  batteries, 
was  too  much  for  them,  and  they  were  compelled  to  fall 
back,  though  not  till  they  had  left  nearly  two-thirds  of  their 
entire  number  on  the  field.  Prince,  while  gallantly  holding 
his  men  to  their  murderous  work,  was  surrounded  and  taken 
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prisoner,  and  Geary  was  borne  back  severely  wounded. 
Crawford  and  Gordon,  in  a  piece  of  woods  on  the  extreme 
right,  contended  with  equal  gallantry  against  the  same  hope- 
less odds ;  but  were  also  compelled  to  fall  back.  The  bat- 
tle proper,  lasted  scarcely  more  than  thirty  minutes,  and 
yet,  in  that  short  space  of  time.  General  Gordon  lost  one- 
fourth  of  his  entire  brigade,  and  the  One  Hundred  and  Ninth 
Pennsylvania  and  One  Hundred  and  Second  New  York 
regiments,  left  half  their  number  behind  them.  Pope, 
hearing  the  cannonade  at  Culpepper,  hurried  forward  with 
McDowelFs  Corps,  to  the  rescue.  Sigel  was  also  ordered  to 
close  up  with  all  possible  despatch,  and  every  preparation 
was  made  for  a  great  battle.  Darkness  settled  over  the  sum- 
mer landscape ;  yet,  all  along  that  mountain  side,  occasional 
spots  of  flame  would  flash  out,  as  a  battery,  now  and  then, 
sent  its  heavy  shot  and  shell  into  the  valley  below — but 
before  Pope  could  get  his  forces  up,  Jackson  had  retired 
across  the  Rapidan.  He  had  accomplished  his  purpose — de- 
coyed Banks  into  a  trap,  and  shattered  his  corps  into  frag- 
ments, that  could  unite  no  more,  till  that  campaign  was 
ended ;  for  nearly  one-fourth  of  his  entire  force  was  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing,  at  the  close  of  that  short  desperate 
struggle. 

Pope  blamed  Banks  for  bringing  on  this  disastrous  battle, 
saying  that  his  orders  were  to  stand  on  the  defensive,  until 
he  could  move  up  his  main  body,  and  that  his  neglecting  to 
do  so,  not  only  caused  a  useless  slaughter,  but  saved  Jack- 
son from  total  annihilation.  What  the  ultimate  result  of  the 
campaign  would  have  been,  had  Banks  obeyed  orders,  it  ia 
impossible  to  say.  We  only  know  it  was  a  sad  beginning 
of  a  sad  campaign.  Pope,  finding  that  it  was  impossible  to 
hold  his  advanced  position,  on  which  the  enemy  was  mov- 
ing in  overwhelming  force,  resolved  to  abandon  it,  and  on 
the  18th  and  19th,  safely  moving  his  entire  army  across 
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the  Rappahannock,  for  several  days  succeeded  in  holding 
the  fords  against  the  repeated  attempts  of  the  enemy  to 
cross.  These  demonstrations  of  Lee,  however,  in  front,  were 
not  very  determined,  and  evidently  made  tQ  mask  his 
grand  movement,  which  was  to  turn  the  right  wing  of 
Pope's  army.  The  situation  was  fast  becoming  one,  that 
might  well  fill  the  latter  with  anxiety.  It  would  not  do  to 
uncover  Fredericksburg,  yet  to  extend  his  lines  so  as  to  keep 
pace  with  the  rebel  movement  to  the  right,  rendered  it  so 
thin  as  to  be  easily  forced  at  almost  any  point  A  sudden 
freshet  raising  the  river,  so  that  there  were  but  few  points 
where  it  could  be  crossed,  relieved  him  for  a  while.  On  the 
25th  only  seven  thousand  men,  the  Pennsylvania  reserves  un- 
der Reynolds  and  Kearney's  division,  had  reached  him  from 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  But  receiving  word  that  thirty 
thousand  more  were  on  their  way  to  join  him,  he  determined 
to  let  go  his  hold  on  the  lower  fords  of  the  Rappahannock, 
and  concentrate  his  forces  between  Warren  ton  and  Gainesville, 
and  give  the  enemy  battle.  On  the  26th  he  ascertained 
that  Jackson,  having  passed  around  his  right,  was  moving 
swiftly  through  Thorough  Fare  Gap,  to  cut  oflf  his  communi- 
cation with  Washington.  Pope  had  directed  the  approach- 
ing reinforcements  to  take  certain  positions  as  they  arrived, 
which,  he  felt  confident,  would  enable  him  to  checkmate  any 
such  attempt.  But  he  was  disappointed.  In  fact,  the  whole 
movement  of  Jackson  was  a  surprise  to  him.  So  rapid  and 
secret  had  his  march  of  nearly  fifty  miles,  in  forty-eight 
hours  been,  that  his  sudden  appearance  at  Bristow  Station, 
on  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  railroad,  was  hke  an  appa- 
rition.  Without  wagons  or  provisions,  feeding  his  army  on 
the  standing  com,  which  the  soldiers  picked  and  roasted  on 
the  way,  he  had  moved  with  the  celerity  of  cavalry,  and  was 
now  thundering  in  the  rear  of  the  puzzled  American  Com- 
mander, breaking  up  his  head-quarters,  and  capturing  his 
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papers.  Burning  railway  trains  at  Bristow,  the  enemy  moved 
up  to  Manassas  Junction,  Ewell's  division  bringing  up  the 
rear.  Destroying  here,  Quarter-Masters'  and  Commissary 
stores,  and.  sutlers'  depots,  the  ragged,  famished  soldiers, 
rioted,  for  a  while,  in  luxury  and  drinking,  and  satiated 
themselves  with  the  finest  wines.  But  Jackson  was  now  in 
a  perilous  position,  being  between  Alexandria  and  Warren- 
ton,  and  between  Pope's  army  and  that  of  McClellan.  Turn- 
ing night  into  day,  by  the  immense  conflagrations  he  kindled 
here,  the  enemy  moved  oflf  to  Centreville,  and  crossed  the 
famous  Bull  Run,  pursued  by  Pope.  Jackson  would  hardly 
have  dared  to  make  this  audacious  movement,  had  he  not 
entertained  a  thorough  contempt  for  his  adversary.  Pope 
thought  he  had  him  in  a  trap,  and  telegraphed  to  Washing- 
ton that  he  could  not  escape.  In  fact,  he  had  him  secure 
two  or  three  times,  yet  the  latter  always  managed  to  get 
ofiF,  but  in  every  case,  through  somebody's  criminal  neg- 
lect, or  almost  equally  criminal  blunders.  The  misfortune  at 
Bristow,  was  owing  to  the  refusal,  on  the  part  of  Porter,  to 
obey  orders,  and  the  dilatoriness  of  Sigel,  who  commanded 
McDowell's  advance.  So  too,  if  McDowell  had  "  moved  for- 
ward as  directed,  and  at  the  time  specified,  they  would  have 
intercepted  Jackson's  retreat  towards  Centr^ille,"  and  cut 
him  up  badly.  But,  after  all  these  mishaps,  Jackson  was  still 
in  his  toils,  as  he  believed.  Surrounded  by  an  overwhelming 
force,  his  only  way  of  escape  was  through  Thorough  Fare 
Gap,  or  north  to  Leesburgh.  But  McDowell,  with  twenty- 
five  thousand  men,  was  between  him  and  the  Gap,  while 
Kearney  was  pressing  him  so  closely,  that  the  latter  alter- 
native would  be  impracticable.  This  was  the  state  of  things 
on  the  night  of  the  28th.  From  Pope's  point  of  view,  it  did 
seem  a  desperate  case  for  Jackson.  Between  him  and  the 
Gap,  lay  twenty-five  thousand  men — ^behind  him,  ready  to 
fell  on  him  in   the  morning,  were    twenty-five    thousand 
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more,  while  the  rebel  leader  could  not  have  had  more  than 
twenty  thousand  men  all  told.  But  here  again,  "some 
one  blundered."  Ricketts,  according  to  Pope,  made  a  false 
movement,  causing  King  to  withdraw  his  troops,  leaving 
Thorough  Fare  Gap  open,  towards  which  Jackson  was 
steadily  falling  back,  and  through  which  Longstreet  was 
about  to  pour  his  division  to  succor  him  Of  course, 
a  new  disposition  of  the  forces  became  necessary.  Sigel  was 
directed  to  attack  the  enemy  at  daylight,  and  bring  him  to 
bay.  He  did  so  and  the  battle  of  Groveton  followed.  It 
was  a  bloody  action,  and  at  first,  seemed  doubtful,  but  the 
arrival  of  Hooker  and  Kearney  soon  changed  the  aspect  of 
affairs.  The  battle  raged  all  day,  and  the  fields  and  woods 
were  thickly  strewn  with  the  dead;  but,  at  five  o'clock, 
Heintzelman  and  Reno  made  a  furious  charge  on  the  enemy's 
left,  which  doubled  it  up,  and  forced  it  back,  so  that,  when 
darkness  put  an  end  to  the  strife,  we  were  masters  of  the 
field,  but  nothing  more.  In  the  attack  on  the  enemy's  left, 
Grover's  brigade,  of  Hooker's  division,  greatly  distinguished 
itself  by  a  bayonet  charge,  which  shivered  the  first  and 
second  lines  of  the  enemy,  and  was  checked  only  by  the 
third. 

But  while  Jackson  was  compelled  to  fall  back,  Longstreet's 
troops  were  seen  pouring  through  Thorough  Fare  Gap  to  his 
relief. 

Our  loss  in  this  engagement  was  estimated  at  nearly  eight 
thousand.  Again,  Pope  saw  his  enemy  elude  his  grasp,  but 
this  time.  Porter  was  to  blame ;  for,  if  he  had  come  up  in 
season.  Pope  "would  have  crushed  or  captured"  (he  said) 
"the  larger  portion  of  Jackson's  force." 

The  next  morning.  Pope  again  gave  battle,  in  the  last 
desperate  hope  of  breaking  the  enemy's  left.  The  conflict 
was  long  and  sanguinary,  extending  on  into  the  night.  As 
in  the  battle  of  the  day  before,  no  decisive  advantage  seemed 


62  MARCH    OF    LEE. 

to  have  been  gained  by  the  enemy,  yet,  at  its  close,  Pop^ 
ordered  the  whole  army  to  fall  back  to  the  fortification^ 
around  Washington,  for  protection.  He  had  ridiculed  the 
idea  of  securing  lines  of  retreat,  and  the  country  had  scoffed 
at  the  veteran  Scott,  and  afterwards  at  McClellan,  for  build- 
ing those  elaborate  works  before  venturing  an  advance 
movement ;  but  now,  the  former  was  glad  to  take  advantage 
of  the  refuge  he  had  affected  to  despise,  and  the  latter 
heaved  a  sigh  of  relief,  that  military  science  had  not  yielded 
to  popular  ignorance  and  conceit.  Halleck,  at  last,  dis- 
covered the  bold  plan  of  Lee,  which,  the  constant  fighting, 
and  even  the  last  two  days'  battles,  had  not  for  a  moment 
arrested.  Steadily  sweeping  on  towards  the  Shenandoah 
Valley,  all  the  battles  he  had  fought,  were  for  the  purpose  of 
clearing  his  line  of  communications,  and  forcing  our  army  back 
into  its  fortifications,  exhausted,  bleeding,  humbled,  so  that 
lie  could  cross  the  Potomac  into  Maryland,  and  threaten  the 
national  Capital  from  the  rear. 

All  this  time,  McClellan,  stripped  of  his  command,  was  in 
camp  near  Alexandria,  a  prey  to  the  keenest  anxiety.  The 
army  that  he  had  created,  and  which  had  become  endeared 
to  him  by  common  perils  and  a  common  destiny,  was  strug- 
gling in  mortal  combat  near  him — the  sound  of  cannon  con- 
stantly borne  to  his  cars,  and  the  earth  trembling  under  the 
heavy  explosions,  and  yet,  he  was  not  allowed  to  be  with  it. 
His  brave  troops  were  being  mowed  down,  as  he  believed, 
a  sacrifice  to  incompetency,  yet  he  could  do  nothing,  but 
send  on  fresh  men  as  fast  as  they  arrived,  till  he  had  nothing 
left,  but  the  guard  around  his  camp,  and  this,  at  last,  was 
ordered  forward  also.  Never  was  a  Commander  placed  in  a 
more  painful  position.  Stripped  of  all  command,  he  walked 
his  solitary  camp,  borne  down  with  grief.  At  last  he  could 
bear  it  no  longer,  and  just  before  midnight,  on  the  last  day 
of  the  battle,  he  telegraphed  to  Gen.  Halleck,  at  Washing- 
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ton :  ''  I  cannot  express  to  you  the  pain  and  mortification  I 
have  experienced  to-day,  in  listening  to  the  distant  sound  of 
the  firing  of  my  men.  As  I  can  be  of  no  further  use  here,  I 
respectfully  ask,  that  if  there  is  a  probability  of  the  conflict 
being  renewed  to-morrow,  I  may  be  permitted  to  go  to  the 
scene  of  battle  with  my  Staff,  merely  to  be  with  my  own 
men,  if  nothing  more.  They  will  fight  none  the  worse  for 
my  being  with  them.  If  it  is  not  deemed  best  to  intrust 
me  with  the  command  of  my  own  army,  I  simply  ask  to  be 
permitted  to  share  their  fate  on  the  field  of  battle.  Please 
reply  to  this  to-night."     To  this  he  received  no  answer. 

Such  an  appeal  was  enough  to  move  a  heart  of  stone. 
Though  disgraced  from  his  high  command,  he  did  not  yield 
to  resentment,  and  stand  aloof  in  scornful  anger,  but,  from 
a  heart  wrung  with  anguish  for  his  brave  troops,  he  prayed 
simply  that  he  might  fly  to  the  battle-field  and  share  their 
fate.  If,  however,  he  had  wished  for  revenge,  he  would 
have  been  satisfied  the  next  day,  when  the  terrified  General- 
in-Chief,  whose  treatment  of  him  had  been  so  extraordinary, 
sent  to  him  the  following  telegram:  ^'' Ibeg  of  you  to  assist 
me  in  this  crisis,  with  your  ability  and  experience.  I  am  en- 
tirely  tired  outy  Caesar  was,  at  length,  compelled  to  cry, 
"Help  me,  Cassius,  or  I  sink."  The  President,  too,  who 
had  hoped  to  the  last  for  success,  at  length  yielded  to 
alarm,  for  he  was  suddenly  aroused  at  the  sight  of  the  Capi- 
tal in  imminent  peril,  and  sending  for  McClellan,  placed  him 
once  more  at  the  head  of  the  army.  The  country,  at  last, 
awoke  to  the  humiliating  fact,  that  Pope's  campaign  had 
been  a  lamentable  failure.  A  few  friends,  however,  endeav- 
ored to  break  his  fall,  by  asserting  that  he  failed  through 
the  willful  neglect  of  some  of  the  commanders,  to  aid  him — 
chief  among  whom  was  Porter.  Certainly,  if  Pope's  state- 
ments are  to  be  received  as  true,  he  was  the  most  injured  and 
abused  Commander  of  his  time.     In  the  first  place,  at  the 
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outbct,  General  Hatch  failed  to  obey  orders  and  take  Gor* 
donsville.  Afterwards,  he  neglected  to  march  to  Charlottes- 
ville and  destroy  the  railroad  between  that  place  and  Lynch- 
burg, for  which  he  was  removed  from  the  command  of  the 
cavalry  of  General  Banks'  Corps.  On  the  top  of  this  misfor- 
tune, came  the  calamitous  battle  of  Cedar  Mountain,  which 
Pope  declares  was  fought  contrary  to  his  orders.  In  the 
third  place,  when  Jackson  was  retreating  from  Manassas 
Junction  towards  Centreville,  Pope  says,  "  if  the  whole  force 
under  General  McDowell,  had  moved  forward  as  directed, 
and  at  the  time  specified,  they  would  have  intercepted 
Jackson's  retreat;"  and  he  adds,  "I  do  not  believe  it 
would  have  been  possible  for  him  to  cross  Bull  Run  with- 
out heavy  loss."  Again,  directly  after,  when  he  "felt 
sure  there  was  no  escape  for  Jackson,  to  his  great  disappoint- 
ment the  plan  all  fell  through,"  because  "  King's  division 
had  fallen  back,  leaving  open  the  road  to  Thorough  Fare 
Gap."  Again,  on  the  29th,  he  would  have  achieved  a  signal 
victory  over  Jackson,  but  for  the  "strange  failure"  of  Gen. 
Porter  to  move  as  he  was  directed.  And  finally,  on  the 
30th,  he  says  "he  began  to  feel  discouraged  and  nearly 
hopeless  of  any  successful  issue  "  to  his  operations,  on  account 
of  a  letter  he  received  from  General  McClellan,  informing 
him  that  "  rations  and  forage  were  at  Alexandria,  waiting  a 
cavalry  escort."  Beginning  with  a  commander  of  cavalry, 
and  being  kept  up  by  three  corps  commanders,  two  of  whom 
were  in  the  regular  army,  this  constant  disobedience  to 
orders  worked  the  disastrous  issues  over  which  the  country 
mourned.  If  all  this  was  true,  he  certainly  was  an  injured 
man,  and  the  wrongs  done  him  received  their  climax,  when 
the  Administration  virtually  withdrew  him  from  the  field, 
and  sent  him  to  the  Northwest,  to  conduct  a  campaign 
against  the  Sioux  Indians,  who  had  risen  and  massacred 
several  hundred  of  the  inhabitants  of  Minnesota.     The  cam- 
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paign,  however,  needs  no  elaborate  criticism.  Recalling  the 
army  from  the  James  River  was  a  great  blunder.  The  re- 
moval of  McClellan  did  not  necessitate  the  removal  of  the 
army,  for  there  were  Generals  in  it  besides  him,  who, 
from  that  point,  with  proper  reinforcements,  could  have 
carried  it  into  Richmond.  Pope,  also,  was  no  match  for 
Lee,  least  of  all  in  a  country  so  thoroughly  known  by  the 
latter,  and  of  which  he  was  almost  wholly  ignorant.  Pope 
comprehended  neither  the  campaign  nor  the  country,  and 
the  General-in-chief,  at  Washington,  was  no  wiser.  The 
former,  by  looking  at  his  map,  could  see  points,  where  a 
proper  force  might  thwart  the  movements  of  his  adversary, 
and  hence  ordered  them  there,  without  taking  into  considera- 
tion the  probabilities,  and  sometimes  the  possibilities,  of  their 
getting  up  in  time  to  carry  out  his  plans.  If  the  army  had 
been  endowed  with  wings,  his  campaign  might  have  been  a 
very  successful  one,  but,  as  it  was,  it  turned  out  a  miserable 
failure,  the  blame  of  which  fell  wholly  on  him,  while  it  should 
be  divided  between  him  and  General  Halleck 
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THE  terror  inspired  at  WashingtoD,  by  the  unfortunate 
turn  of  events,  was  not  generally  known  to  the  country. 
Lee  was  throwing  his  mighty  columns  across  the  Potomac, 
in  the  vicinity  of  Hagerstown,  but  whether  for  the  purpose 
of  moving  down  upon  Washington  on  the  Maryland  side, 
or  of  invading  Pennsylvania,  or  with  the  design  to  draw  our 
troops  in  that  direction,  and  then  suddenly  recross  the  river, 
and  come  down  on  the  Capital  on  the  Virginia  side,  no  one 
knew. 

Reorganizing  the  army,  as  by  magic,  McClellan  at  once 
took  the  field,  moving  cautiously  up  the  Potomac,  on  the 
Maryland  side.  His  gallant  army,  though  foot  sore  and 
worn,  were,  however,  full  of  spirit  and  courage,  because 
their  beloved  Commander  rode  at  their  head,  and  were 
eager  to  meet  the  exultant  foe,  before  whom  they  had  been 
so  reluctantly  compelled  to  retire. 

With  his  left  wing  resting  on  the  Potomac,  and  his  right 
extending  far  out  into  the  country,  he  moved  by  five  dif- 
ferent parallel  roads,  slowly  and  cautiously  up  the  river, 
anxiously  watching  the  development  of  the  rebel  plans. 
On  the  thirteenth,  he  had  reached  Fredericksburg,  still  in 
ignorance  of  the  exact  whereabouts  of  the  rebel  army.     But, 
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during  the  day,  an  order  of  General  Lee,  fell  into  McClellan's 
hands,  which  fully  disclosed  the  plans  of  the  former.  This 
was  all  the  latter  had  been  waiting  for.  He  was  now  no 
longer  compelled  to  feel  his  way,  and  immediately  gave 
orders  for  the  entire  army  to  move  rapidly  forward.  Har- 
per's Ferry,  on  the  Virginia  side  of  the  river,  was,  at  this 
time,  held  by  Colonel  Miles,  with  'a  large  garrison,  which, 
for  some  unexplained  reason,  was  not  allowed,  at  the  first, 
to  be  under  McClellan's  charge,  though  being  directly  in  the 
field  of  his  operations.  Before  he  left  Washington,  he  had 
requested  that  the  garrison  be  withdrawn,  either  to  the 
Maryland  Heights,  which  could  be  easily  held,  or  sent  to 
aid  in  covering  the  Cumberland  Valley.  This  advice  was 
unheeded,  and  the  place  kept  from  his  control,  until  Jackson, 
with  a  heavy  force,  was  already  advancing  against  it.  Two 
days  after  McClellan  was  informed  that  the  place  was  under 
his  command,  he  received  a  verbal  report  from  Colonel 
Miles,  that  he  had  abandoned  Maryland  Heights,  the  key  to 
the  position,  but  that  he  could  hold  out  two  days  longer. 
McClellan  sent  couriers  back,  by  three  different  routes,  to 
inform  him  that  he  was  forcing  the  pass  on  the  Hagerstown 
road,  over  the  Blue  Ridge,  and  that  he  would  certainly 
soon  relieve  him*  "Hold  to  the  last  extremity,"  was  his 
urgent  command     In  the  mean  time  the 

BATTLE   OF   SOUTH  MOUNTAIN. 

was  raging.  The  rebels  occupied  the  sides  and  tops  of  the 
mountain,  on  both  sides  of  the  road,  at  a  point  called 
Frog's  Gap.  The  lofty  slopes  were  steep,  broken,  and 
wooded,  furnishing  a  strong  position  for  defense,  and  which 
commanded  every  approach  to  the  base  of  the  ridge.  The 
battle  commenced  at  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  by  the 
advance  of  Cox's  division  of  Reno's  Corps.     A  heavy  artil- 
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lery  duel  followed,  the  enemy  pouring  their  shot  and  shell 
down  from  the  sides  of  the  mountains,  and  our  batteries  re- 
plying from  the  plain  below.  About  noon,  a  short,  severe 
conflict  occurred  between  the  infantry,  over  some  pieces 
abandoned  by  our  troops  in  a  panic,  in  which  the  rebels 
were  beaten.  About  two  o'clock,  the  head  of  Hooker's  col- 
umn, coming  to  reinforcfe  Reno,  was  seen  moving  along  the 
turnpike..  Sweeping  oflf  in  a  road  that  turned  to  the  right,  it 
steadily  approached  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  amid  the  pro- 
longed che#rs  of  Reno's  troops.  An  hour  later,  the  line  of 
battle  was  formed  at  the  base  of  the  ridge  —  Rickett's 
brigade  on  the  extreme  right,  and  Reno's  on  the  left — and 
the  •order  to  advance  given.  The  enemy  opened  on  it  with 
artillery,  but  it  steadily  advanced,  and,  at  length,  began  to 
ascend  the  rugged  slope.  In  a  short  time  the  whole  rebel 
force  was  encountered,  and  then  the  wooded  steep  became 
wrapped  in  flame  and  smoke.  For  three  hours,  it  thundered 
and  flamed  without  a  moment's  interval,  along  the  breast  of 
the  mountain,  but  nothing  could  stay  the  steady  upward 
sweep  of  that  magnificent  line,  and  as  the  last  rays  of  the 
sun  were  gilding  the  summit,  our  victorious  flag  was  planted 
upon  it,  and  the  shout  of  triumph  rolled  down  the  farther 
side,  after  the  fleeing  enemy.  Our  total  loss^  in  killed  and 
wounded,  was  two  thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty-five 
— that  of  the  enemy  was  unknown.  Among  our  dead  was 
the  gallant  Reno. 

The  next  day,  the  garrison  at  Harper's  Ferry  surrendered, 
numbering  eleven  thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty-three 
men,  with  nearly  fifty  pieces  of  artillery.  The  cavalry, 
about  two  thousand  in  number,  under  Colonel  Davis,  escaped 
previously,  capturing  Longstreet's  train,  and  a  hundred 
prisoners  on  its  way.  The  unnecessary  fall  of  this  place, 
awakened  the  deepest  indignation,  and  the  blame  was  laid, 
now  on  Halleck,  and  now  on  Miles,  and  again  on  McClellan. 
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Colonel  Ford,  who  commanded  the  Heights,  also  came  in 
for  his  share  of  the  blame.  The  disgraceful  affair,  however, 
is  surrounded  with  no  difficulties.  Colonel  Miles  was  not  a 
fit  man  to  command  the  place,  as  had  been  fully  shown  in 
his  conduct  at  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run,  and  should  not 
have  been  put  there.  His  death,  after  he  had  hoisted  the 
white  flag,  saved  him  from  further  disgrace. 

The  second  blunder  was  in  not  putting  it  under  McClel- 
lan's  command  at  the  first,  as  it  was  inclosed  in  the  field  of 
his  military  operations.  His  advice,  at  least,  should  have 
been  taken.  General  Franklin  was  within  a  few  miles  of 
Harper's  Ferry,  to  relieve  it,  when  it  surrendered.  A  proper 
officer  could  have  held  the  place,  though  in  itself  it  was  of  no 
consequence,  in  the  campaign;  for,  if  McClellan  was  beaten,  we 
could  not  hold  it,  and  if  he  drove  the  enemy  out  of  Mary- 
land, it  was  necessaiily  ours,  for  the  latter  would  not  attempt 
to  retain  it,  as  the  sequel  proved.  The  misfortune  consisted 
in  losing,  at  this  critical  period,  so  many  men  Avhom  McClellan 
could  have  put  to  a  useful  purpose.  The  latter  was  blamed 
for  not  relieving  it,  at  the  last  moment.  But  it  fell  within 
three  days  after  it  was  placed  under  his  djmmand,  and  while 
his  relieving  columns  were  almost  within  cannon  shot  of  it 

Although,  as  before  stated.  Harper's  Ferry,  as  a  military 
post,  had  no  important  bearing  on  McClellan's  plan  of  the 
campaign,  the  loss  of  so  many  troops  at  this  juncture,  was  a 
serious  matter,  and,  in  case  of  disaster,  might  increase  it  in- 
definitely. Still,  no  change  was  made  in  the  Commander  s 
purpose,  and  no  delay  permitted  in  the  movement  of  the 
army.  He  had  ascertained  definitely,  Lee's  whereabouts  and 
designs,  and  he  was  resolved  at  once  to  give  him  battle. ' 
Pushing  his  army  rapidly  forward,  he,  on  the  15th,  came 
npon  the  rebel  host,  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle,  on  a  row 
of  heights  that  stretched  along  the  west  side  of  Antietam 
Creek. 
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Antietam  is  a  sluggish  stream,  emptying  into  the  Potomac, 
with  but  a  few  fords,  and  those  diflBcult  ones ;  near  these 
the  enemy  had  taken  his  position.  Pour  stone  bridges  crossed 
within  the  distance  of  about  seven  miles — ^the  last  one  being 
near  its  mouth.  The  creek  entering  the  Potomac  at  a  sharp 
angle,  brought  the  two  streams  so  near  together  at  Sharps- 
burg,  that  Lee's  position  actually  stretched  from  one  to  the 
other — thus  protecting  both  his  flanks  and  his  rear.  The 
rebel  leader  had  chosen  his  position  admirably,  for  a  stronger 
one  could  not  well  be  found.  Not  only  was  he  protected 
by  these  two  streams,  but  the  heights  on  which  he  was 
planted,  were  not  composed  of  a  single  line  of  hills,  which, 
if  once  carried,  the  battle  was  won,  but  of  a  succession  of 
hills — those  in  rear  commanding  those  in  front.  The  hol- 
lows between,  successfully  concealed  the  number  and  move- 
ments of  the  hostile  troops.  A  direqt  advance  in  front  was 
plainly  out  of  the  question,  and  McClellan,  having  thoroughly 
reconnoitered  the  ground,  resolved  to  attack  by  both  flanks. 
Hooker  and  Mansfield,  supported  by  Sumner,  were  to  at- 
tempt to  turn  the  enemy's  left,  while  Burnside,  at  the  proper 
moment,  was  to  carry  the  lower  bridge,  near  the  mouth  of 
the  creek,  and  crush  the  enemy's  right,  and  then  sweep  along 
the  heights  towards  the  centre,  which  was  then  to  advance 
and  complete  the  victory.  In  accordance  with  this  plan. 
Hooker,  with  his  corps,  composed  of  Rickett's,  Meade's,  and 
Doubleday's  divisions,  was  ordered,  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
16th,  to  cross  Antietam  Creek  by  the  upper  bridge  and 
a  ford  near  it,  attack  the  enemy's  left,  and  fix  himself 
firmly  there,  while  Mansfield  was  to  cross  during  the  night, 
and  Sumner  early  next  morning.  The  passage  of  the  stream 
was  effected  without  difiiculty,  and  the  corps  moved  cau- 
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tiously  down  on  the  enemy's  flank,  on  the  further  side.  More 
or  less  skirmishing  followed,  but  the  firing  ceased  at  dark, 
when  Hooker  found  himself,  breast  to  breast,  with  the  hos- 
tile lines.  The  autumn  night  fell  peacefully  along  the 
heights,  but  it  was  evident  that  the  morning's  dawn  would 
witness  the  most  fearful  battle,  thus  far,  of  the  war,  and,  in 
all  human  probability,  settle  the  fate  of  Washington.  It  was 
clear,  too,  that  the  heaviest  fighting  was  to  be  where  Hooker 
commanded.  Porter,  holding  the  centre  with  Sykes,  massed 
his  troops,  in  a  hollow,  so  as  to  be  used  as  the  exigencies 
of  the  battle  might  require,  while  his  batteries  above,  played 
on  the  enemy. 

The  morning  of  the  17th  broke  somber  and  slow,  over 
the  heights,  behind  which  slumbered  the  two  great  armies ; 
for  dull,  heavy  clouds  wrapped  the  sky,  giving  a  deeper 
gloom  to^  the  still  forests  around.  But,  in  the  early  light. 
Hooker  with  his  accustomed  energy  moved  boldly  on  the 
foe.  The  men  had  scarcely  swallowed  their  hasty  breakfast, 
when  the  rapid  shots  of  the  Pennsylvania  skirmishers  an- 
nounced that  the  fight  had  begun.  The  whole  corps  was 
soon  engaged,  and  for  half  an  hour  it  stormed  and  thundered 
miles  away  to  the  right,  as  though  the  main  battle  was  being 
fought  there  at  the  outset.  The  contest  was  in  an  open  space, 
made  by  a  plowed  field  and  a  cornfield,  and  both  armies 
stood  up  resolutely  to  their  work.  But  at  length,  the  enemy 
began  to  give  way,  when,  "  Forward !"  ran  along  the  line,  and 
it  sprang  forward  with  a  ringing  cheer.  Though  at  first 
retiring  slowly,  the  rebels  at  this  wild  rush,  fled  precipitately,. 
and  were  borne  furiously  back  over  the  field,  across  the 
road  beyond,  and  still  back,  till  a  piece  of  thick  woods  re- 
ceived them.  Meade  and  his  Pennsylvanians,  whose  blood 
was  now  up,  followed  fiercely  after,  and  with  a  wild  hurrah^ 
dashed  full  on  the  cover.  The  next  moment,  those  dark 
woods  became  a  sheet  of  flame,  bursting  on  those  brave  men. 

35 
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Rent,  shattered  and  torn  before  it,  they  reeled  and  staggered 
back.  The  next  moment,  like  successive  waves  of  the  sea, 
the  hostile  lines  swept  out  into  view,  cheering  as  they 
came,  and  carried  the  field  like  a  storm.  Hooker,  seeing 
the  danger,  threw  a  brigade  in  the  path  of  the  foe,  but  it 
went  down  like  frostwork,  before  the  on-sweeping  mass. 
"Give  me,"  said  he  to  Doubleday,  "your  best  brigade.' 
Down,  on  the  run,  came  the  best  brigade,  and  reckless  of 
shot  and  shell,  moved  straight  up  to  the  crest  of  the  hill  that 
crowned  the  cornfield,  and  forming  in  full  view  of  the  enemy, 
began  to  pour  in  their  rapid,  deadly  volleys.  HartsuflF, 
commanding,  fell  severely  wounded ;  but  that  noble  brigade 
held  its  own  for  half  an  hour,  and  then,  finding  no  support 
coming  up,  dashed  alone  into  the  cornfield,  and  swept  it 
with  one  gallant  rush.  Ricketts,  holding  the  left  of  the  line, 
was  hard  pressed,  and  Mansfield  was  ordered  to  'his  relief, 
but  the  gallant  white-haired  General  fell  in  the  onset.  For 
a  mile  and  a  half,  the  battle  raged  furiously,  all  along  Hook- 
er's front ;  but  at  length,  getting  his  two  flanks  safe,  which 
the  rebels  had  made  almost  superhuman  efforts  to  turn,  he 
determined  to  advance  and  end  the  struggle.  To  the  right 
of  the  cornfield,  was  a  piece  of  woods  running  out  to  a  point 
which  commanded  the  field,  and  he  determined  to  take  and 
hold  it.  Advancing  to  an  eminence  to  reconnoiter  the 
ground,  he  was  struck  in  the  foot  with  a  bullet,  and  com- 
pelled to  leave  the  field.  Sumner  immediately  took  command, 
and  the  advance  commenced,  the  gallant  Sedgwick  leading ; 
Crawford  and  Gordon  stoutly  battling  in  the  woods ;  but  the 
former,  however,  was  compelled  to  give  way,  and  his  dis- 
ordered troops  poured  like  a  torrent  through  Sedgwick's 
brigade,  hurling  it  back  broken  and  confused.  The  enemy, 
seeing  his  advantage,  pressed  fiercely  on,  with  shouts  that 
rose  over  the  crash  of  artillery.  Sedgwick,  vainly  striving 
to  rally  his  troops  under  the  rebel  fire,  was  three  times 
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wounded,  but  refused  to  leave  the  field,  till  he  saw  the  at- 
tempt was  hopeless.  His  Adjutant-General,  Major  Sedgwick, 
threw  himself  among  the  broken  ranks  in  vain,  and  fell 
mortally  wounded.  Howard  now  assumed  command,  but 
his  efforts  were  equally  fruitless.  Sumner  undertook  to  re- 
form the  line,  but  to  no  purpose,  and  the  division  fell  back, 
leaving  the  cornfield  to  the  enemy.  It  was  now  noon,  and 
at  this  crisis,  Franklin  came  up  and  was  sent  to  the  right. 
He  at  once  ordered  Slocum  and  Smith,  commanding  the  two 
divisions,  to  sweep  the  field.  The  latter,  moving  with  the 
rapidity  and  resistlessness  of  a  whirlwind,  in  ten  minutes, 
cleared  it  of  all  but  the  rebel  dead.  The  enemy  now  gave  it 
up,  and  a  lull  in  the  conflict  followed. 

Hooker  s  attack  had  not  been  as  successful  as  McClellan 
had  anticipated.  The  bulk  of  our  army  had  been  massed 
on  that  flank,  and  yet  the  most  it  had  been  able  to  do, 
was  to  fix  itself  on  the  left  of  the  enemy,  while  the  heavy 
loss  in  officers  and  men,  and  the  protracted,  exhausting 
fighting,  had  left  it  unable  to  make  any  further  forward 
movement. 

The  advance  of  Burnside  on  the  left,  over  the  bridge, 
which  was  designed  to  be  simultaneous  with  that  on  the 
right,  had  been  weak  and  undecided — thus  allowing  the  en- 
emy, with  his  shorter  lines,  to  throw  the  weight  of  his  force 
against  Hooker.  This  delay  was  fatal  to  the  success  of  Mc- 
Clellan's  plan.  At  eight  o'clock  he  sent  an  order  to  Burn- 
side  to  carry  the  bridge,  gain  the  heights  beyond,  and  move 
along  their  crest  to  the  enemy's  rear.  He  himself  occupied 
an  eminence  about  midway  between  the  two  wings,  and 
anxiously  swept  the  field  with  his  glass.  Although  the 
earthquake  crash  of  artillery  on  the  extreme  right,  showed 
that  the  heroic  Hooker  was  throwing  himself  wit-h  terrible 
force  on  the  enemy  there,  the  firing  on  the  left  indicated 
that  Burnside  had  not  closed  resolutely  with  the  foe,  and 
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McClellan,  becoming  filled  with  anxiety,  hurried  off  an- 
other aid  to  Burnside,  who  dashed  up  to  him,  with  the 
order  to  carry  the  bridge  in  his  front,  at  all  hazards.  The 
aid  returning  with  the  report  that  the  enemy  still  held  the 
bridge,  McClellan,  now  thoroughly  aroused  to  the  danger 
that  threatened  him,  sent  his  Inspector-General,  Col.  Sackett, 
with  the  peremptory  order  to  Burnside,  to  push  forward 
without  a  moment's  delay,  and  carry  the  bridge  at  the  point 
of  the  bayonet.  If  he  hesitated,  Sackett  himself  was  directed 
to  stay  and  see  it  done.  At  last,  at  one  o'clock,  the  Fifty- 
first  regiments  of  the  New- York  and  Pennsylvania  volun- 
teers, in  a  gallant  burst,  carried  it  with  triumphant  shouts. 
Burnside  then  moved  across,  other  troops,  and  the  enemy 
fell  back  to  the  heights.  Hours,  golden  hours,  big  with  the 
fate  of  the  army  and  the  nation,  had  been  allowed  to  slip 
by ;  yet,  even  now,  a  vigorous  and  daring  advance  might 
save  the  day.  Instead  of  this,  however,  Burnside,  acting  on 
his  judgment,  ordered  a  halt,  and  began  to  plant  his  artillery. 
Hearing  of  this,  McClellan  dispatched  Col.  Key,  with  orders 
to  him  to  push  on  and  carry  the  heights — that  success  was 
impossible  unless  he  did — that  he  must  not  stop  to  calculate 
losses.  Three  o'clock  came,  and  still  the  heights  were  not 
carried.  Again  McClellan  hurried  off  Key,  with  orders  to 
storm  the  heights  at  all  hazards.  At  last  the  order  was 
obeyed — the  enemy  were  driven  from  their  guns  by  our 
gallant  troops,  that  now  pushed  forward  with  loud  hurrahs, 
some  of  them  even  reaching  the  outskirts  of  Sharpsburg. 
But  the  advantage  came  too  late,  for  heavy  rebel  rein- 
forcements, that  had  been  hurrying  forward  all  day  from 
Harper's  Ferry,  arriving  at  this  critical  moment  on  the 
field,  turned  the  scale  against  Burnside,  and  compelled 
him  to  fall  back.  Seeing  himself  suddenly  threatened 
with  overthrow,  he  sent  to  McClellan  for  help.  ''McClel- 
kn's  glass,  for  the  last  half-hour,  has  seldom  been  turned 
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away  from  the  left*  He  sees  clearly  enough  that  Burn- 
side  is  pressed — needs  no  messenger  to  tell  him  that.  His 
face  grows  dark  with  anxious  thought.  Looking  down 
into  the  valley,  where  fifteen  thousand  men  are  lying,  he 
turns  a  half  questioning  look  on  Fitz  John  Porter,  who  stands 
by  his  side,  gravely  scanning  the  field.  They  are  Porter's 
troops  below ;  are  fresh,  and  only  impatient  to  share  in  the 
fight.  But  Porter  slowly  shakes  his  head,  and  one  may  be- 
lieve that  the  same  thought  is  passing  through  the  minds  of 
both  generals.  McClellan  remounts  his  horse,  and,  with 
Porter  and  a  dozen  of  his  Staff,  rides  away  to  the  left,  in 
Burnside's  direction.  Sykes  meets  them  on  the  road — a 
good  soldier,  whose  opinion  is  worth  taking.  The  three 
soldiers  talk  briefly  together.  It  is  easy  to  see  that  the  mo- 
ment has  come,  when  everything  may  turn  on  an  order  given 
or  withheld — when  the  history  of  the  battle  is  only  to  be  writ- 
ten in  thoughts,  and  purposes,  and  words,  of  the  General." 

''  Burnside's  messenger  rides  up.  His  message  is,  '  1  want 
troops  and  guns.  If  you  do  not  send  them,  I  cannot  hold 
my  position  a  half  an  hour.'  McClellan's  only  answer  is  a 
glance  at  the  western  sky.  Then  he  turns  and  speaks,  very 
slowly :  *  Tell  General  Burnside,  this  is  the  battle  of  the 
war.  He  must  hold  his  ground  till  dark,  at  any  cost.  I 
will  send  him  Miller's  battery.  I  can  do  nothing  more.  I 
have  no  infantry.'  Then,  as  the  messenger  was  riding 
away,  he  called  him  back : — '  Tell  him  if  he  cannot  hold  his 
ground,  then  the  bridge,  to  the  last  man — alioays  the  bridge. 
If  the  bridge  is  lost,  all  is  lost.'"*  The  bridge  was  held — 
darkness  soon  covered  the  field,  and  the  great  battle  was 
over.  If  Burnside  had  commenced  his  movement  two  hours 
sooner,  there  is  scarcely  a  doubt,  that  night  would  have 
seen  the  rebel  army  fleeing  across  the  Potomac.  As  it  was, 
the  two  tired  hosts  lay  down,  front  to  front,  along  the  slug- 

•  George  N.  Smalley,  correspondent  of  the  Tribune. 
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gish  Antietam,  waiting  for  the  morniDg,  to  renew  the  con- 
flict. Twelve  thousand  had  fallen  on  our  side,  and  a  much 
larger  number  of  the  enemy — a  ghastly  throng — covering 
those  wooded  heights,  and  choking  the  hoUowa  We  had 
taken  six  thousand  prisoners,  and  thirteen  guns. 

The  next  morning,  McClellan  determined  to  renew  the 
fight,  but  he  found  his  heavy  batteries  were  nearly  out  of 
ammunition — ten  thousand  stragglers  were  scattered  among 
the  hills — supplies  were  to  be  brought  up,  while  fourteen 
thousand  fresh  troops  were  on  the  march  to  join  him.  He, 
therefore,  deemed  it  prudent  to  delay  the  attack  till  the  next 
day,  and  spent  the  18th  in  caring  for  the  wounded,  burying 
the  dead,  and  gathering  up  his  energies  for  the  last  decisive 
blow.  Everything  being  completed,  the  orders  were  issued 
to  commence  the  attack  at  daylight,  but  the  enemy  during 
the  night  had  retreated,  placing  the  Potomac  between  him- 
self and  our  victorious  army. 

The  nation  was  exultant  over  the  victory.  The  feeling 
of  triumph  was  dashed,  however,  because  Lee's  army  had 
escaped.  From  the  commencement  of  the  war,  certain  cries, 
taken  up  by  a  portion  of  the  press,  had  become,  for  a  time, 
popular,  and,  like  all  clamors,  furious  and  unreasonable.  The 
first,  was  derision  of  fortifications,  as  though  it  were  impos- 
sible to  suppose  we  should  ever  need  them.  Then,  there 
came  an  unthinking  demand,  that  a  retreating  army,  no 
matter  whether  it  was  ten,  or  a  hundred  thousand  strong, 
should  always  be  "  bagged  "  by  an  equal  number,  though  op- 
erating in  a  country  covered  with  forests,  crossed  by  rugged 
heights,  and  seamed  with  rivers.  Next,  came  the  outcry 
against  siege  operations,  and  the  adoption  of  the  motto,  ''  to 
move  at  once  upon  the  enemy's  works."  One  after  another, 
they  were  abandoned,  as  they  always  must  be,  and  the 
operations  in  the  field,  left  to  those  who  understood  their 
business.     Thus,  the  next  year,  the  public  saw,  without  one 
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word  of  complaint,  Meade's  victorious  army,  with  all  its 
reinforcements  up,  sit  down  idly  for  a  week  on  this  very 
spot,  and  let  Lee  construct  scows,  and  ferry  his  army,  guns 
and  supplies  and  all,  over  the  Potomac,  that  seemed  swollen 
with  rains  on  purpose  to  secure  the  overthrow  of  the  enemy. 
So,  too,  the  clamor  against  the  comparatively  short  siege  of 
Yorktown,  was  changed  to  plaudits  over  the  tedious  sieges  of 
Port  Hudson  and  Vicksburg. 

McClellan  did  not  undertake  to  move  his  army  at  once, 
across  the  Potomac,  for,  he  knew,  if  the  enemy  chose  to  re- 
treat, he  could  do  so  without  serious  molestation ;  and  if  he 
risked  another  battle,  it  would  have  to  be  accepted  under 
great  disadvantages,  and  with  the  river,  which  was  liable 
to  be  swollen  at  any  time  so  as  to  be  unfordable,  between 
him  and  his  base  of  supplies.  On  the  night  of  the  19th, 
however,  General  Griffin,  with  a  part  of  two  brigades,  crossed 
the  river  and  carried  the  enemy's  batteries,  capturing  several 
prisoners,  and  driving  the  rebel  supports  back  a  half  a  mile. 
He  reported,  on  his  return,  that  appearances  indicated  the 
retreat  of  Lee  towards  Winchester.  To  ascertain  whether 
this  was  actually  so.  Porter,  in  the  morning,  sent  over  a 
detachment  which  advanced  about  a  mile,  when  it  fell  into 
an  ambush,  and  was  driven  back  with  great  slaughter. 

The  balance  of  the  month  was  spent  in  resting  the  over- 
tasked troops,  bringing  up  supplies  and  ammunition,  and  in 
vain  ^.ttempts  to  get  the  soldiers  properly  clothed,  so  that 
an  onward  movement  could  be  resumed  with  some  prospect 
of  success.  While  the  first  month  of  Autumn  was  thus 
drawing  to  a  close,  the  two  armies  still  confronting  each 
other  on  the  upper  Potomac,  two  proclamations  were  issued 
by  the  President,  which  had  an  important  bearing  on  the 
future  prospects  of  the  war.  One  appeared  on  the  22d, 
abolishing  slavery  in  all  the  States  that  should  be  in  rebel- 
lion on  the  1st  day  of  January.  1863.     The  President  had 
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long  been  urged  to  do  this,  both  by  politicians  and 
ecclesiastical  bodies,  but  he  had  stubbornly  refused,  not  only 
on  the  ground  of  its  doubtful  constitutionality,  but  its 
uselessness,  saying,  facetiously,  that  it  would  be  like  the 
"Pope's  bull  against  the  comet."  The  armies  freed  the 
slaves,  only  as  far  as  they  advanced,  and  it  seemed  to  him 
idle  to  suppose  that  a  proclamation  could  achieve  more  than 
the  bayonets  of  the  soldiers.  It  would  be  time,  he  thought, 
to  settle  this  vexed  question  when  the  rebel  armies  had  been 
conquered.  With  these  views,  he  had  struggled  hard  to  se- 
cure an  Emancipation  Act,  which  would  allow  compensation  to 
the  owners  of  slaves.  In  his  preceding  message,  therefore,  he 
had  recommended  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions : — 

"  Resolved  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States 
of  Amej-ica  in  CoPffress  assembled,  (two  thirds  of  both  Houses  concurring.^ 
That  the  following  articles  be  proposed  to  the  Legislatures  (or  Conventions) 
•of  the  several  States,  as  araeudinents  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
all  or  any  of  which  articles,  when  ratified  by  three-fourths  of  the  said  Legis- 
latures (or  Conventions,)  to  be  valid  as  part  or  parts  of  the  said  Constitution, 
namely : 

Article  — .  Every  State,  wherein  slavery  now  exists,  which  shall  abolish 
the  same  therein,  at  any  time,  or  times,  before  the  first  day  of  January,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  nine  humdred,  shall  receive  compensa- 
tion from  the  United  States,  as  follows,  to  wit : 

The  President  of  the  United  States  shall  deliver  to  Qyory  such  State, 

bonds  of  the  United  States,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of per  cent. 

per  annum,  to  an  amount  equal  to  the  aggregate  sum  of for  each 

slave  shown  to  have  been  therein,  by  the  eighth  census  of  the  L^nited  States, 
said  bonds  to  be  delivered  to  such  States  by  instalments,  or  in  one  parcel,  at 
the  completion  of  the  abolishment,  accordingly  as  the  same  shall  have  been 
.gradual,  or  at  one  time,  within  such  State;  and  interest  shall  begin  to  run 
upon  any  such  bond  only  from  the  proper  time  of  its  delivery  as  aforesaid. 
Any  State  having  received^bonds  as  aforesaid,  and  afterwards  reintroducing 
or  tolerating  slavery  therein,  shall  refund  to  the  United  States,  the  bonds  so 
Tcceived,  or  the  value  thereof,  and  all  interest  paid  thereon. 

Article  — .  All  slaves  who  shall  have  enjoyed  actual  freedom  by  the 
chances  of  the  war,  at  any  time  before  the  end  of  the  rebellion,  shall  be  for- 
ever free ;  but  all  owners  of  such,  who  shall  not  have  been  disloyal,  shall  bo 
compensated  for  them,  at  the  same  rates  as  is  provided  for  States  adopting 
abolishment  of  slavery,  but  in  such  way  that  no  slave  shall  be  twice  account- 
ed for. 

Article  — .  Congress  may  appropriate  money,  and  otherwise  provide  for 
colonizing  free  colored  persons,  with  their  own  consent,  at  any  place  or 
places  without  the  United  States." 
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He  argued  these  resolutions  at  length,  closing  the  mes- 
sage with  the  following  eloquent,  earnest  language : 

**  This  plan  is  recommended  as  a  means,  not  in  exclusion  of,  but  addi- 
tional to  all  others,  for  restoring  and  preserving  the  national  authority  through- 
out the  Union.  The  subject  is  presented  exclusively  in  its  economical 
aspect.  The  plan  would,  I  am  confident,  secure  peace  more  speedily,  and 
maintain  it  more  permanently,  than  can  be  done  by  force  alone ;  while  all 
it  would  cost,  considering  amounts,  and  manner  of  payment,  and  times  of 
payment,  would  be  easier  paid,  than  will  be  the  additional  cost  of  the  war, 
if  we  rely  solely  upon  force.  It  is  much,  very  much,  that  it  would  cost  no 
blood  at  all. 

Tlic  plan  is  proposed  as  permanent  constitutional  law.  It  cannot  become 
such,  without  the  concurrence  of,  first,  two-thirds  of  Congress,  and  afterwards, 
three-fourths  of  the  States.  The  requisite  three-fourths  of  the  States  will 
necessarily  include  seven  of  the  slave  States.  Their  concurrence,  if  obtained, 
will  give  assurance  of  their  severally  adopting  emancipation  at  no  verj'  dis- 
tant day,  upon  the  new  constitutional  terms.  This  assurance  would  end  the 
struggle  now,  and  save  the  Union  forever. 

I  do  not  forget  the  gravity  which  should  characterize  a  paper  addressed 
to  the  Congress  of  the  nation,  by  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  nation.  Nor 
do  I  forget  that  some  of  you  are  my  seniors,  nor  that  many  of  you  have 
more  experience  than  I,  in  the  conduct  of  public  affairs.  Yet  I  trust,  that 
in  view  of  the  great  responsibility  resting  upon  me,  you  will  perceive  no 
want  of  respect  to  yourselves,  in  any  undue  earnestness  1  may  seem  to  display. 

Is  it  doubted,  then,  that  the  plan  I  propose,  if  adopted,  would  shoi-tcn  the 
war,  and  thus  lessen  its  expenditure  of  money  and  of  blood  ?  Is  it  doubted 
that  it  would  restore  the  national  authority  and  national  prosperity,  and 
perpetuate  both  indefinitely  ?  Is  it  doubted  that  we  here — Congress  and 
Executive— -can  secure  its  adoption  ?  Will  not  the  good  people  respond  to 
a  united  and  earnest  appeal  from  us?  Can  we,  can  they,  by  any  other 
means,  so  certainly  or  so  speedily  assure  these  vital  objects?  We  can  suc- 
ceed only  by  concert  It  is  not  *  can  any  of  us  imagine  better  V  but,  *  can 
we  all  do  better  V  Object  whatsoever  is  possible,  still  the  question  recurs, 
*  can  we  do  better  V  The  dogmas  of  the  quiet  past,  are  inadequate  to  the 
stormy  present.  The  occasion  is  piled  high  with  difficulty,  and  we  must 
rise  with  the  occasion.  As  our  case  is  new,  so  we  must  think  anew  and  act 
anew.     We  must  disenthrall  ourselves,  and  then  we  shall  save  our  country. 

Fellow-citizens,  we  cannot  escape  history.  We,  of  this  Congress  and  this 
Administration,  will  be  remembered  in  spite  of»  ourselves.  No  personal 
significance,  or  insignificance,  can  spare  one  or  another  of  us.  The  fiery  trial 
through  which  we  pass,  will  light  us  down,  in  honor  or  dishonor,  to  the 
latest  generation.  We  say  we  are  for  the  Union.  The  world  will  not  for- 
get that  we  say  this.  We  know  how  to  save  the  Union.  The  world  knows 
we  do  know  how  to  save  it.  We — even  we  here — hold  the  power  and  bear 
the  responsibility.  In  giving  freedom  to  the  slave,  we  assure  freedom  to  the 
free — honorable  alike  in  what  we  give,  and  what  we  preserve.  We  shall 
nobly  save,  or  meanly  lose,  the  last,  best  hope  of  earth.  Other  means  may 
succeed  ;  this  could  not  fail.  The  way  is  plain,  peaceful,  generous,  just — a 
way  which,  if  followed,  the  world  will  forever  applaud,  and  God  must  forever 

bless* 
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This  plan  Dot  having  been  tried,  we  can  only  conjecture 
how  it  would  have  worked,  and  what  the  final  result  would 
have  been.  But  whatever  dififerences  of  opinion  may  be 
entertained  of  these  views,  no  one  can  doubt  the  sincerity,  or 
the  lofty  patriotism  from  which  they  sprung.  Their  straight- 
forward honesty  must  command  the  respect  of  all,  while  the 
feeling  with  which  they  are  urged,  cannot  fail  to  awaken  the 
deepest  sympathy  for  their  unselfish  author.  They  were  not 
coincided  in  by  Congress — and  the  President  seeing  no  alter- 
native, issued  the  following  proclamation : 

"  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  army  and  navy  thereof,  do  hereby  proclaim  and 
declare  that  hereafter,  as  heretofore,  the  war  will  be  prosecuted  for  the  object  of 
practically  restoring  the  constitutional  relation  between  the  United  States  and 
the  people  thereof  in  those  States  in  which  that  relation  is,  or  may  be,  suspended 
or  disturbed  ;  that  it  is  my  purpose,  upon  the  next  meeting  of  Congress,  to 
again  recommend  the  adoption  of  a  practical  measure  tendering  pecuniary 
aid  to  the  free  acceptance  or  rejection  of  all  the  Slave  States,  so-called,  the 
people  whereof  may  not  then  be  in  rebellion  against  the  United  States,  and 
which  States  may  then  have  voluntarily  adopted,  or  thereafter  may  volun- 
tarily adopt,  the  immediate  or  gradual  abolishment  of  slavery  within  thei» 
resfjcctive  limits;  and  that  the  efforts  to  colonize  persons  of  African  descent, 
with  their  consent,  upon  the  continent  or  elsewhere,  with  the  previously  ob- 
tained consent  of  the  governments  existing  there,  will  be  continued ;  that 
on  the  first  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sixty-three,  all  persons  held  as  slaves  within  any  State  or  any 
designated  part  of  a  State,  the  people  whereof  shall  then  be  in  rebellion  against 
the  United  States,  shall  be  then,  thenceforward,  and  forever  free ;  and  the  Ex 
ecutive  Government  of  the  United  States,  including  the  military  and  naval 
authority  thereof,  will  recognize  and  maintain  the  Ireedom  of  such  persons, 
and  will  do  no  act  or  acts  to  repress  such  persons,  or  any  of  them,  in  any 
efforts  they  may  make  for  their  actual  freedom. 

That  the  Executive  will,  on  the  first  day  of  January  aforesaid,  by  pro- 
clamation, designate  the  §tates  and  parts  of  States,  if  any,  in  which  the  peo- 
ple thereof,  respectively,  shall  then  be  in  rebellion  against  the  United  States ; 
and  the  fact  that  any  State,  or  people  thereof,  shall  on  that  day  be,  in  good 
faith,  represented  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  by  members  chosen 
thereto  at  elections,  wherein  a  majority  of  the  qualified  voters  of  such  State 
Khali  have  participated,  shall,  in  th«  absence  of  strong  countervailing  testi- 
mony, be  deemed  conclusive  evidence  that  such  State,  and  the  people  there- 
of, are  not  in  rebellion  against  the  United  States. 

That  attention  is  hereby  called  to  an  Act  of  Congress  entitled  *  An  Act  to 
make  an  additional  article  of  war,'  approved  March  13, 1862,  and  which  Act 
h  in  the  words  and  figures  following : 
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'Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  hereafter,  the  following  shall 
be  promulgated  as  an  additional  article  of  war,  for  the  government  of  the 
army  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  be  observed  and  obeyed  as  such : 

'Article  — .  All  officers  or  persons  in  the  military  or  naval  service  of  the 
TJnited  States  are  prohibited  from  employing  any  of  the  forces  under  their 
respective  commands,  for  the  purpose  of  returning  fugitives  from  service  or 
labor,  who  may  have  escaped  from  any  person  to  whom  such  service  or 
labor  is  claimed  to  be  due,  and  any  officer  who  shall  be  found  guilty  by  a 
court-martial  of  violating  this  article,  shall  be  dismissed  from  the  service. 

•Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted  j  That  this  act  shall  take  eflfect  from  and 
sfter  its  passage.' 

Also  to  the  ninth  and  tenth  Sections  of  an  Act  entitled  *  An  Act  to  sup- 
press insurrection,  to  punish  treason  and  rebellion,  to  seize  and  confiscate 
property  of  rebels,  and  for  other  purposes,'  approved  July  17,  1862,  and 
which  sections  are  in  the  words  and  figures  following : 

*  Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  slaves,  of  persons  who  shall 
hereafter  be  engaged  in  rebellion  against  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  or  Avho  shall  in  any  way  give  aid  or  comfort  thereto,  escaping  from 
such  persons  and  taking  refuge  within  the  lines  of  the  army  ;  and  all  slaves 
captured  from  such  persons  or  deserted  by  them,  and  coming  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  Government  of  the  United  States ;  and  all  slaves  of  such  persons, 
found  on  [or  being  within]  any  place  occupied  by  rebel  forces,  and  after- 
wards occupied  by  the  forces  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  deemed  captives 
of  war,  and  shall  be  forever  free  of  their  servitude,  and  not  again  held  as 
slaves. 

*Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  slave  escaping  into  any 
State,  Territory,  or  the  District  of  Columbia,  from  any  other  State,  shall  be 
delivered  up,  or  in  any  way  impeded  or  hindered  of  his  liberty,  except  for 
crime,  or  some  offense  against  the  laws,  unless  the  person  claiming  said 
fugitive,  shall  first  make  oath  that  the  person  to  whom  the  labor  or  service 
of  such  fugitive  is  alleged  to  be  due  is  his  lawful  owner,  and  has  not  been  in 
arms  against  the  United  States  in  the  present  rebellion,  nor  in  any  way  given 
aid  and  comfort  thereto ;  and  no  person  engaged  in  the  military  or  naval 
service  of  the  United  States  shall,  under  any  pretence  whatever,  assume  to 
decide  on  the  validity  of  the  claim  of  any  person,  to  the  service  or  labor  of 
any  other  person,  or  surrender  up  any  such  person  to  the  claimant,  on  pain 
of  being  dismissed  from  the  service.' 

And  I  do  hereby  enjoin  upon  and  order  all  persons  engaged  in  the  mili- 
tary and  naval  service  of  the  United  States  to  observe,  obey,  and  enforce, 
within  their  respective  spheres  of  service,  the  act  and  sections  above  recited. 

And  the  Executive  will  in  due  time  recommend  that  all  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  who  shall  have  remained  loyal  thereto  throughout  the  rebel- 
lion, shall,  (upon  the  restoration  of  the  constitutional  relation  between  the 
United  States  and  their  respective  States  and  people,  if  the  relation  shall 
have  been  suspended  or  disturbed,)  be  compensated  for  all  losses  by  acts 
of  the  United  States,  including  the  loss  of  slaves. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  caused  the  seal  of 
the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  City  of  Washington,  this  twenty-second  day  of  September  in 
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the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-two,  and  of  the 
Independence  of  the  United  States  the  eighty-seventh. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
By  the  President : 

William  II.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,^^ 

It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  the  President  ever  regarded 
the  question  with  indifference,  or  one  to  be  disposed  of  by  a 
joke ;  but  with  his  eminently  practical  mind,  he  saw  that  the 
motives  which  influenced  many,  were  based  altogether  on 
erroneous    views,    and   the  effect   which    they   predicted 
would  follow  such  a  Proclamation,  wholly  chimerical.     Not' 
withstanding  all  that  has  been  said  on  this  subject,  we  doubt 
very  much  whether  the  President,  to  the  last,  ever  expected, 
such  an  edict  would  have  any  favorable  effect  on  the  war, 
so  far  as  the  South  was  concerned — on  the  contrary,  we  think 
he  foresaw  what  actually  occurred,  that  it  would  unite  its  popu- 
lation more  firmly  than  ever,  and  give  Davis  more  complete 
and  absolute  power.     He  doubtless  anticipated  some  effect 
on  foreign  governments,  which  was  realized ;  but  the  great 
object  with  him  seemed  to  be,  to  get  rid  of  the  monstrous 
evil  of  Slavery.     The  madness  of  the  South  had  brought  it 
within  the  reach  of  the  General  Government,  and  if  he  could 
make  its  fate  and  that  of  the  Rebellion  one,  he  would,  he 
believed,  achieve  the  greatest  and  most  beneficent  triumph 
of  this  century.     Still,  with  these  views  and  wishes,  consti- 
tutional and  other  objections  interposed  in  his  mind,  which 
made  him  long  hesitate.     It  was  a  very  self-complacent  con- 
clusion that  many  ardent  immediate-emancipationists  came 
to,  that  Mr.  Lincoln  was  a  man  of  excellent  motives,  but  had 
not  yet  grown  to  their  stature  and  completeness — and  that 
when  these  were  attained,  he  then  issued  his  Proclamation.  To 
him,  it  was  a  momentous  step  to  take,  and  one  he  determined 
not  to  be  forced  into  hastily ;  nor,  with  all  his  philanthropic 
desire  to  see  Slavery  extinguished,  would  he  have  assailed  it, 
BO  long  as  he  thought  the  attempt  would  imperil  the  Union. 
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There  is  no  evidence  that  he  ever  departed  from  the  purpose 
he  expressed  in  his  letter  to  Horace  Greeley — the  Union  first 
and  foremost — Slavery  afterward.  When,  at  length,  he  saw 
that  to  withhold  action  longer  would  not  help  the  Union,  and 
when,  as  Commander  of  the  armies,  and  not  as  a  civil  magis- 
trate, he  could,  as  a  war  measure,  strike  Slavery,  he  did, 
and,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1863,  issued  the  following 
final  Proclamation : 

"  Whereas^  on  the  twenty-second  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-two,  a  proclamation  was  issued  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  containing  among  other  things,  the  follow- 
ing, to  wit: 

*  That  on  the  first  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixty-three,  all  persons  held  as  slaves  within  any  State  or 
designated  part  of  a  State,  the  people  whereof  shall  then  be  in  rebellion 
against  the  United  States,  shall  be  then,  thenceforward,  and  forever,  free ; 
and  the  Executive  Government  of  the  United  States,  including  the  military 
and  naval  authority  thereof,  will  recognize  and  maintain  the  freedom  of  such 
persons,  and  will  do  no  act  or  acts  to  repress  such  persons,  or  any  of  them, 
in  any  efforts  they  may  make  for  their  actual  freedom. 

*  That  the  Executive  will,  on  the  first  day  of  January  aforesaid,  by  pro- 
clamation, designate  the  States  and  parts  of  States,  if  any,  in  which  the  peo- 
ple thereof,  respectively,  shall  then  be  in  rebellion  against  the  United  States; 
and  the  fact  that  any  State,  or  the  people  thereof,  shall  on  that  day  be,  in 
good  faith,  represented  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  by  members 
chosen  thereto  at  elections,  wherein  a  majority  of  the  qualified  voters  of  such 
States  shall  have  participated,  shall,  in  the  absence  of  strong  countervailing 
testimony,  be  deemed  conclusive  evidence  that  such  State,  and  the  people 
thereof,  are  not  then  in  rebellion  against  the  United  States.' 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States,  by 
virtue  of  the  power  in  me  vested  as  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army  and 
Navy  of  the  United  States,  in  time  of  actual  armed  rebellion  against  the 
authority  and  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  as  a  fit  and  necessary 
war  measure  for  suppressing  said  rebellion,  do,  on  this  first  day  of  January, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-three,  and  in 
accordance  with  my  purpose  so  to  do,  publicly  proclaimed  for  the  full  period 
of  one  hundred  days,  from  the  day  first  above-mentioned,  order  and  desig- 
nate as  the  States  and  parts  of  States  wherein  the  people  thereof,  respec- 
tively, are  this  day  in  rebellion  against  the  United  States,  the  following,  to 
wit: 

Arkansas,  Texas,  Louisiana,  (except  the  parishes  of  St.  Bernard,  Plaque- 
mines, Jefterson,  St.  John,  St.  Charles,  St.  James,  Ascension,  Assumption, 
Terre  Bonne,  Lafourche,  St.  Mary,  *  St.  Martin,  and  Orleans,  including  the 
city  of  New  Orleans,)  Mississippi,  Alabama,  Florida,  Georgia,  South  Caro- 
lina North  Carolina,  and  Virgmia,  (except  the  forty-eight  counties  designated 
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as  West  Virginia,  and  also  the  counties  of  Berkeley,  Accoraac,  North- 
ampton, Elizabeth  City,  York,  Princess  Ann,  and  Norfolk,  including  the 
cities  of  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,)  and  which  excepted  parts  are  for  the 
present,  left  precisely  as  if  this  proclamation  were  not  issued. 

And  by  virtue  of  the  power  and  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  I  do  order  and 
declare,  that  all  persons  held  as  slaves  within  said  designated  States  and  parts 
of  States  are,  and  henceforward  shall  be,  free  ;  and  that  the  Executive  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  including  the  military  and  naval  authorities 
thereof,  will  recognize  and  maintain  the  freedom  of  said  persons. 

And  I  hereby  enjoin  upon  the  people  so  declared  to  be  free,  to  abstain 
from  all  violence,  unless  in  necessary  self-defense ;  and  I  recommend  to  them 
that  in  all  cases,  when  allowed,  they  labor  faithfully  for  reasonable  wages. 

And  I  further  declare  and  make  known,  that  such  persons,  of  suitable 
condition,  will  be  received  into  the  armed  service  of  the  United  States  to 
garrison  forts,  positions,  stations,  and  other  places,  and  to  man  vessels  of  all 
sorts  in  said  service. 

And  upon  this  act,  sincerely  believed  to  be  an  act  of  justice,  warranted 
by  the  Constitution  upon  military  necessity,  I  invoke  the  considerate  judg^ 
ment  of  mankind  and  the  gracious  favor  of  Almighty  God. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  caused  the  seal  of 
the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  City  of  Washington  this  first  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-three,  and  of  the  Indepen- 
dence of  the  United  States  of  America  the  eighty-seventh. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

By  the  President : 

William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  Stated 

Thus  was  consummated  the  greatest  event  of  the  Nine- 
teenth Century — the  one  that  will  forever  be  the  distinguish- 
ing feature  of  this  memorable  war.  What  the  final  eflfect 
on  the  African  race  or  the  country  may  be,  is  yet  an  un- 
solved problem.  But  one  thing  is  settled,  Slavery  is  forever 
abolished  in  this  free  country,  and  the  great  blot  on  our 
national  escutcheon  removed. 

The  other  proclamation,  issued  two  days  after,  suspended 
the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  throughout  the  land,  and  re- 
quired all  persons  accused  of  disloyal  practices,  to  be  tried 
by  court-martial.  This  last  was  received  with  a  storm  of 
indignation,  and  the  courts  of  some  of  the  States  denounced 
it  as  unconstitutional.  The  right  of  trial  by  jury  is  the  most 
sacred  of  all  political  rights,  and  when  that  is  finally  stricken 
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down,  liberty  is  dead.  The  opposition  declared  that  to 
override  thus  the  civil  courts  of  a  land,  is  the  highest  act  of 
tyranny  known  to  despotism.  That  civil  courts  must  be  dis- 
regarded in  States  in  rebellion,  and  martial  law  be  supreme 
there,  was  conceded  by  all,  for  it  would  be  a  farce  to  try  a  rebel 
in  rebel  courts.  Having  repudiated  the  authority  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, they  could  not  act  under  it ;  and  until  that  authority 
was  re-established,  none  but  military  courts  could  exist.  But 
to  assert  that  the  courts  of  New  England,  New  York,  Ohio, 
and  the  other  States,  in  which  not  a  band  of  organized  rebels 
existed,  or  could  exist  openly  for  an  hour,  were  not  qualified  to 
try  every  citizen  accused  of  crime,  it  was  argued  was  an  insult 
to  them.  Good  men,  on  the  other  hand,  denied  the  allegation, 
on  the  ground  that  anything  was  allowable,  which  had  for  its 
object  the  overthrow  of  the  rebellion — that  extraordinary  cri- 
ses demanded  extraordinary  measures — that  in  the  disturbed 
and  distracted  state  of  public  feeling,  it  was  absurd  to  expect 
that  men  of  treasonable  speech  and  action  would  receive 
justice  in  the  ordinary  courts.  But  that  which  excited  the 
deepest  indignation,  and  brought  out  the  angry  remonstrance 
of  the  Governors  of  New  Jersey  and  New  York,  was  the 
adoption  of  the  system  of  arbitrary  arrests,  and  imprisonment 
without  accusation  or  trial,  either  by  court-martial  or  other- 
wise. Provost-marshals,  vested  with  almost  unlimited  power, 
acted  as  spies  on  the  people,  and  on  suspicion  hurried  men 
to  prison,  there  to  lie  till  the  Secretary  of  State  or  Secretary 
of  War  saw  fit  to  release  them.  That  the  abuse  of  this  authority 
by  the  Secretaries  was  very  great,  is  evident  from  the  fact  that 
scarcely  one  of  these  victims,  after  weeks  or  months  of  con- 
finement, was  ever  tried  for  any  crime  whatever.  The  exercise 
of  such  a  power  was  a  most  hazardous  course  on  the  part  of 
the  Government,  and  but  for  the  President's  interference 
with  the  free  use  of  it,  and  the  universal  faith  in  the  purity 
of  his  motives,  it  might,  and  probably  would  have  worked 
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incalculable  evil.  He  was  denounced  as  a  tyrant  and  despot, 
on  every  hand,  by  his  enemies,  and  crimination  and  recrimi- 
nation took  the  place  of  calm  discussion  and  argument.  The 
ablest  papers  friendly  to  the  Administration,  and  the  soundest 
thinkers,  deprecated  these  arbitrary  arrests,  and  feared  for  the 
result,  but  still  repudiated  the  charge  of  tyranny  and  despot- 
ism, as  all  felt  that  there  was  not  a  man  in  the  land  who  loved 
liberty  more,  or  who  would  make  greater  sacrifices  for  consti- 
tutional freedom,  than  the  President.  Such  papers  as  TJie 
Evening  Post  and  New  York  Tribune  condemned  them,  not 
so  much  on  the  ground  of  personal  injustice  or  hardship,  but 
because  no  more  dangerous  principle  can  be  introduced  into 
a  republican  government,  than  that  its  citizens  can  be  deprived 
of  liberty  at  the  mere  dictum  of  those  in  power,  and  for  no 
other  reason  than  that  in  their  judgment  the  public  safety 
requires  it.  It  is  the  fundamental  law  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  Constitution  of  every  State, 
that  ^^110  person  shall  he  deprived  of  life  and  liberty  without 
due  process  of  law  ;  "  and  all  history  proves  that  no  danger 
to  a  republic  is  so  great,  as  the  violation  of  this  law.  To 
override  it  on  the  plea  of  public  necessity,  is  to  adopt  the 
policy  of  all  despotic  governments.  It  ought  never  to  have 
been  discussed  or  treated  as  a  party  measure,  for  every 
citizen,  of  whatever  political  faith,  is  equally  interested  iu 
the  principle  involved. 
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OPX&ATIOKS    WEST — VICKSBURQ RAM     ARKANSAS — MITCHELl's     GALLANT   EX- 
PLOIT— CURTIS    CROSSES    THE    STATE    OP   ARKANSAS BUELL's    CAMPAIGN 

BRAGG  INVADES  TENNESSEE  AND  KENTUCKY — RETREAT  OF  DUELL  TO  LOUIS- 
VILLE— IS  SUPERSEDED  BT  THOMAS — KIRBT  SMITH  ADVANCES  AGAINST  CIN- 
CINNATI  LANE  IN  KANSAS NEW-ORLEANS — BATTLE  OP  BATON  ROUGE- 
DEATH  OF  GENERAL  WILLIAMS — PORTER,  WITH  THE  ESSEX,  DESTROYS  THE 
BEBEL  BAM  ARKANSAS BOSECRANS  AT  CORINTH. 

WHILE  such  momentous  events  were  passing  on  the  At- 
lantic seaboard,  the  military  movements  at  the  West 
were  not  crowned  with  that  success,  which  our  previous  vic- 
tories had  led  the  public  to  expect.  The  capture  of  Memphis 
brought  our  victorious  fleet  to  Vicksburg,  the  fall  of  which 
would  open  the  Mississippi  to  New  Orleans.  But  this  place, 
situated  on  a  high  bluflF,  bid  defiance  to  our  gunboats ;  so 
that,  while  it  was  hoped  that  we  had  reached  the  end  of  our 
labors,  it  was  found  that  they  had  only  begun. 

In  the  middle  of  July,  the  rebel  ram  Arkansas,  an  iron- 
plated  vessel,  came  down  the  Yazoo,  and,  passing  triumphantly 
through  our  surprised  fleet,  safely  anchored  under  the  guns 
of  Vicksburg.  Flag-oflBcers  Farragut  and  Davis,  with  Por- 
ter, now  held  a  consultation  as  to  the  best  mode  of  destroy- 
ing this  powerful  antagonist  at  its  moorings.  It  was  deter- 
mined to  make  the  attempt  at  four  o'clock  on  the  22nd,  by 
Farragut  attacking  the  lower  batteries  and  Davis  the  upper, 
while  W.  D.  Porter,  in  the  Essex,  should  move  boldly  and 
swiftly  down  on  the  steamer  and  crush  it  with  one  deadly  blow. 

Reckless  of  the  fire  of  the  batteries.  Porter  dashed  full  on  the 
86 
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astonished' rebel.  The  blow  glanced  from  the  mailed  sides, 
and  the  Essex  was  carried  by  her  momentum,  high  up  on  tho 
river  bank,  where  she  lay  for  two  hours  or  more,  under  the 
fire  of  seventy  heavy  guns  in  battery  and  twenty  field  pieces, 
besides  the  guns  of  the  ram.  Yet,  strange  to  say,  she  event- 
ually got  ofi^,  and,  passing  down  stream,  anchored  under  the 
protection  of  the  lower  fleet  of  Farragut.  A  few  days  after, 
Col.  Ellet  went  up  the  Yazoo  and  destroyed  the  rebel  gun- 
boats Van  Dorn,  Polk  and  Livingston. 

On  land,  but  little  was  accomplished.  In  Arkansas,  Mis- 
souri and  Louisiana,  fights  occurred  between  small  forces, 
but  having  no  important  bearing  on  the  main  movements 
of  the  armies.  The  army  of  Curtis,  which,  after  the  battle 
of  Pea  Ridge  the  Spring  before,  attempted  to  cross  the 
State  of  Arkansas  to  the  Mississippi,  arrived  at  Helena  safe 
on  the  12  th  of  July,  to  the  great  relief  of  the  country.  It 
had  been  a  long,  most  difficult  and  painful  march ;  the  cav- 
alry, twenty-five  hundred  strong,  on  one  occasion,  marching 
sixty-five  miles  in  twenty-four  houra 

The  great  movement,  however,  at  the  West,  during  this 
month,  was  that  of  the  army  under  Major-Gen.  Buell,  the  object 
of  which  was  to  seize  Chattanooga.  His  force  consisted  of  about 
twenty-five  thousand  men,  with  some  sixteen  thousand  more, 
scattered  through  Middle  Tennessee  and  Northern  Alabama, 
mostly  under  the  command  of  the  gallant  Mitchell.  His  first 
great  object  was  to  repair  the  railroad  running  north  to  Nash- 
ville, which  he  foresaw,  contrary  to  Halleck's  opinion,  must  be 
his  base  of  supplies.  While  this  herculean  task  was  being 
accomplished  by  the  force  under  Mitchell,  he  with  his  army 
marched  rapidly  towards  Chattanooga.  All  this  time,  Mor- 
gan was  on  a  grand  raid  in  Kentucky.  Forrest,  also,  with 
a  formidable  force,  suddenly  appeared  before  Murfreesboro' 
on  the  13th,  surprised  and  captured  the  garrison,  consist- 
ing  of  fourteen  hundred  men,  and  broke  up  the  railroad 
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to  Nashville,  which  had  only  been  completed  the  day  before. 
This  was  a  serious  drawback,  and  Buell  was  blamed  at  the 
time,  for  the  catastrophe.     But  the  truth  was,  a  sufficient 
force  had  not  been  given  him  to  protect  his  front,  three 
hundred  miles  long,  reaching  from  Corinth  to  Cumberland 
(Jap ;  he  was  also  lamentably  deficient  in  cavalry,  though 
•  he  had  urged  upon  the  Government  the  great  necessity  of  his 
being  supplied.     It  was  plain  to  him,  and  ought  to  have 
been  plain  to  Halleck,  that  the  force  was  too  small  to  hold 
the  country,  even  if  he  should  conquer  it,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  long  line  of  communication  to  Nashville,  which  must  be 
kept  open.     Morgan  interrupted  this  so  constantly,  threat- 
ening even  Nashville,  that  Buell  sent  Major-General  Nelson 
there  to  take  charge  of  affairs.     In  the  meantime,  Bragg 
was  concentrating  an  army  of  sixty  thousand  men  at  and 
near  Chattanooga,  preparatory  to  an  invasion  of  Middle  Ten- 
nessee.    Buell  was  aware  of  the  approaching  storm,   and 
divided  nis  inadequate  force,  so  as  to  protect  the  most  im- 
portant points  the  best  way  he  could.     On  the  20th  of  Au- 
gust,  hearing  that  Bragg  had  commenced  his  march,  and 
was  crossing  the  Tennessee  at  Chattanooga  and  other  points, 
he   began   to   concentrate    his    forces    at    Altamont.     But 
his  supplies  were  getting  short,  when  the  startling  news  was 
received,  that  Kirby  Smith,  with  a  large  army,  had  poured 
through  the  gaps  of  the  Cumberland  Mountains,  and  was 
invading  Kentucky — having  beaten  Nelson  and  routed  his 
army  at  Richmond.     Even  this  stern  and  self-reliant  Com- 
mander, who  had  never  turned  his  back  on  the  foe,  began 
to  be  filled  with  anxiety  at  the  perils  that  surrounded  him, 
and  to  see  clearly,  that  instead  of  conquering  East  Tennessee, 
it  would  tax  his  utmost  skill  and  energy  to  save  Middle  Ten- 
nessee and  Kentucky.     He  immediately  concentrated  his 
troops  at  Murfreesboro'.     It  was  now  September,  and  he  at 
once  marched  out  in  search  of  the  enemy,  who  retired  as 
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he  advanced,  first  from  Glasgow,  and  then  from  Munfords- 
ville  from  which  he  withdrew  on  the  20th.  Buell  now  deter- 
mined to  fall  back  to  Louisville,  which  was  seriously  threatened 
by  Kirby  Smith.  He  accomplished  the  long,  tedious  march 
without  the  loss  of  a  wagon.  The  citizens  of  the  place  were 
in  great  trepidation,  and  when  the  tread  of  his  advance  col- 
umns sounded  through  the  street,  at  midnight,  the  shout  of 
"Buell  has  come!  Buell  has  come!"  went  up,  as  it  did  on 
the  banks  of  the  Tennessee,  at  Pittsburg  Landing,  from  our 
shattered,  beaten  forces,  when  they  saw  his  trained  legions 
sweeping  to  their  relief  He  immediately  reorganized  his 
army,  and  prepared  to  march  forth  against  the  enemy,  but 
an  order  was  received  from  Washington  suspending  him 
from  chief  command,  and  appointing  Thomas  in  his  place. 

All  this  time,  General  George  Morgan  was  grimly  holding 
Cumberland  Gap,  against  overwhelming  odds. 

While  military  affairs  were  assuming  an  alarming  aspect 
in  Tennessee  and  Kentucky — the  bold  advance  of  Smith 
threatening  even  Cincinnati,  causing  consternation  among 
its  inhabitants  and  sending  them  forth  to  the  defense  of  the 
city — along  the  Mississippi,  but  little  was  accomplished,  for 
Vicksburg  still  held  out  against  the  Federal  fleet.  Farther 
west,  General  Lane,  having  been  appointed  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  raise  an  army  in  Kansas,  issued  his  proclamation  in 
August,  calling  on  the  inhabitants  of  Nebraska,  Colorado 
and  Dacotah  to  rally  to  his  standard.  Affairs. remained  un- 
changed at  New  Orleans  under  Butler's  rigorous  sway.  He 
issued  an  order  this  month,  assessing  the  inhabitants  who 
had  subscribed  to  the  rebel  defense  fund,  three  hundred  and 
forty-two  thousand  dollars.  Colonel  McNeil  and  General 
Blunt  were  dealing  the  guerrillas  and  organized  bands 
some  severe  blows  in  Missouri;  but  the  only  battle  that 
occurred  in  the  West  during  the  month  was  at  Baton 
Rouge,  which  was  attacked  on  the  5th  by  a  heavy  force 
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under  Breckenridge.     General  Williams,  commanding  our 
troops  there,  formed  his  line  of  battle  the  night  before, 
some  distance  outside  of  the  town.     But,  though  he  was 
prepared    to    receive    the    expected  attack,   the   enemy, 
taking  advantage  of  a  dense  fog,  came  down  at  early  day- 
light so  suddenly  upon  him  that  a  portion  of  his  line  gave 
way,  and  some  guns  were  captured.     He,  however,  rallied 
Ws  troops,  and  gallantly  led  them  in  person  against  the  ad- 
vancing, shouting  battalions,  hurling  them  back  with  resist* 
less  fury.     But  he  fell  in  the  charge,  and  was  borne  back, 
mortally  wounded,  to  the  rear.     The  battle  raged,   with 
varied  fortunes,  for  five  hours,  when  the  enemy  fell  back. 
The  gunboats  Essex  and  Sumter  shelled  the  woods  during 
the  action ;  and  after  our  lines  were  drawn  in,  as  ordered 
hy  General  Williams  before  he  fell,  two  other  gunboats  added 
their  fire,  deterring  the  enemy  from  making  another  advance. 
The  ram  Arkansas,  and  the  gunboats  Webb  and  Music,  had 
designed  to  take  part  in  the  combat,  but  the  former,  becom- 
ing disabled,  was  compelled  to  lie  by.     So,  the  next  morn- 
mg.  Porter,  in  the  Essex,  went  in  search  of  the  monster,  and 
met  it  coming  down  to  attack  him.     The  former  at  once 
opened  his  guns  on  the  formidable  foe.     The  engine  of  the 
ram  becoming  disabled,  it  was  compelled  to  run  ashore, 
where  it  continued  the  combat.     Porter,  choosing  his  posi- 
tion, now  poured  a  terrible  fire  into  his  adversary.    The  boat 
was  soon  in  flames,  and,  deserted  by  her  crew,  drifted  down 
stream  till  her  magazine  caught  fire,  when  she  blew  up  with 
a  tremendous  explosion.     Thus  ignobly  perished  this  much- 
dreaded  vessel 

Sherman  at  this  time  commanded  at  Memphis  under 
Grant,  who  was  over  the  Department  of  West  Tennessee. 
His  army  lay  comparatively  idle  during  the  month ;  but  the 
next  month,  September,  it  seemed  to  rouse  from  its  inexpli- 
cable inaction.    Grant's  head-quarters  were  at  Corinth,  where 
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he  was  confronted  by  Van  Dorn  and  Price,  who  the  Winter 
before  had  been  beaten  at  Pea  Ridge  by  Curtis. 

Rosecrans,  who  in  the  middle  of  the  preceding  May  had: 
been  ordered  to  join  Halleck  before  Corinth,  was,  after  the 
latter's  elevation  to  the  chief  command,  and  Pope's  transfer 
to  Virginia,  placed  at  the  head  of  the  Army  of  the  Missis- 
sippi,  as  it  was  termed,  under  Grant  During  the  Summer 
he  was  active  in  the  field,  but  accomplished  nothing  of 
importance.  At  this  time  he  was  established  in  Corinth. 
Suddenly  he  was  informed  that  Price  had  advanced  an(j 
taken  possession  of  luka. 
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ROSECRANS  knew  that  this  movement  was  merely  pre- 
paratory to  an  attack  on  Corinth  itself,  and,  with  his 
usual  promptitude,  determined  at  once  to  retake  the 
place,  and  proposed  to  Grant  to  advance  by  one  road, 
while  he,  marching  by  way  of  Jacinto,  should  get  in  rear, 
and  prevent  the  force  there  from  retreating  southward. 
This  was  agreed  to,  and  Rosecrans,  having  concentrated 
the  troops  of  his  two  divisions,  started  on  the  morning  of 
the  19  th,  and  marching  eighteen  miles  and  a  half,  came 
within  a  little  over  a  mile  of  luka.  Price  did  not  wait  for 
his  attack,  but  immediately  marched  forth  to  meet  him» 
One  division,  Hamiltoi^'s,  numbering  less  than^  three  thousand 
men,  and  with  but  one  battery,  was  in  advance,  and  on  this, 
Price  with  eleven  thousand  men  suddenly  moved,  Hamilton 
had  reached  the  brow  of  a  hill,  which  fell  off  abruptly  on 
both  sides,  when  the  enemy,  hid  in  a  ravine  below,  broke 
cover  with  a  shout,  and  poured  in  a  sudden  volley  of  mus- 
ketry. The  woods  were  so  dense  that  Hamilton  could  not 
deploy  his  men,  and,  marching  them  by  either  flank,  from 
the  only  road  that  ran  through  the  woods,  and  planting 
his  single  battery  so  as  to  command  this  road,  received  the 
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shock.  It  was  fortunate  for  him  that  his  position  was  so 
cramped,  for  it  lessened  the  numerical  advantage  of  the 
enemy,  and  left  the  contest  to  be  decided,  very  much  by  the 
comparative  strength  of  the  heads  of  columns.  The  move- 
ments of  the  regiments  into  their  assigned  places  were  made 
with  great  steadiness,  though  under  a  withering  fire  the 
whole  time.  Each  colonel  had  his  orders  to  hold  his  ground 
at  all  hazards.  It  was  a  square,  stand-up  fight.  The  rebel 
onslaught  was  terrific.  In  dense  masses,  regiment  closing 
in  on  regiment,  like  successive  waves  of  the  sea,  they 
bore  down  on  our  thin  line,  with  a  desperation  that  threat- 
ened to  sweep  it  to  quick  destruction.  At  this  juncture, 
Sullivan  arrived  with  his  division,  and,  though  no  more 
troops  could  be  used  in  front,  his  timely  arrival  pre- 
vented Hamilton  from  being  outflanked  by  the  overwhelm- 
ing numbers  of  the  enemy.  He  believed  he  could  stand 
pounding  longest,  and  his  brave  division  stood  like  a  wall 
of  adamant  across  the  road.  The  woods  on  either  side  of  it, 
were  alive  with  the  rolling  volleys,  and  echoed  to  the  shouts 
and  yells  of  the  combatants.  The  rebels,  determined  to 
force  our  line,  moved  into  the  desolating  fire  that  met  them, 
with  unfaltering  resolution.  As  they  came  within  close 
range,  that  single  battery,  the  Eleventh  Ohio,  opened  on 
them  with  grape  and  canister.  The  guns  were  worked 
with  great  rapidity,  and  at  each  discharge,  gaps  opened  in 
the  dense  ranks,  but  they  closed  up  again,  and  the  hostile 
line  swept  steadily  forward  over  all  obstructions.  At 
length,  the  Forty-eighth  Indiana,  pressed  by  three  times 
its  number — ^its  gallant  Commander  cut  down — fell  back 
in  disorder.  This  left  the  death-dealing  battery  exposed, 
and  with  an  exultant  shout  the  enemy  sprang  upon  it 
Receiving  without  flinching  the  load  of  canister  and  grape 
that  met  them,  they  swept  over  it  and  captured  it; 
but  not  till   every  officer^  and  nearly  every  gunner  was 
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killed  or  wounded,  and  scarcely  a  horse  left  standing. 
At  this  juncture,  Sullivan,  by  a  great  eflFort,  rallied 
a  part  of  the  right  wing,  and  flung  it  like  a  loosened 
cliff  on  the  shouting,  triumphant  captors,  and  sent  them 
astounded  back  to  cover.  Maddened  to  fury  by  their 
loss,  the  rebels  rallied,  and  with  yells  precipitated  them- 
selves upon  Sulfivan's  diminished  band,  and  recovered  the 
battery.  Around  its  guns,  the  battle  raged  with  awful 
fiiry.  Every  flank  movement  of  the  enemy  being  prompt- 
ly stopped,  he  was  compelled  to  fight  it  out  in  front, 
and  from  five  o'clock  till  dark,  the  Fifth  Iowa,  and 
Eleventh  and  Twenty-sixth  Missouri,  held  that  single  road, 
with  a  stubbornness  that  scoffed  at  numbers.  Rooted  to 
their  places — a  line  of  fire  running  incessantly  along 
their  front,  they  stood  unconquerable  as  fate.  Three  times 
did  the  Fifth  Iowa,  when  about  to  be  swallowed  up 
by  the  ever-increasing  masses,  leap  forward  with  the 
bayonet,  and  send  them  broken  and  discomfited  back. 
When  their  ammunition  was  at  last  exhausted,  they  slowly 
retired,  but  with  their  faces  to  the  foe.  All  this  time  Rose- 
crans  listened,  with  intense  anxiety,  to  hear  the  sound  of 
Grant's  guns  on  the  other  road,  but  it  came  not,  and  dark- 
ness at  length  closed  the  bloody  contest  Those  two  brave, 
shattered  divisions,  lay  down  on  their  arms,  on  the  ground 
they  had  crimsoned  with  their  blood,  to  wait-for  the  morning 
light  to  renew  the  unequail  struggle.  But  the  enemy,  under 
cover  of  the  darkness,  stole  away ;  and  when  the  morning 
dawned,  luka  was  found  deserted.  Rosecrans  immediately 
started  in  pursuit  with  his  cavalry,  but  being  only  three 
companies  strong  it  could  do  little  more  than  harass  the 
rebel  rear,  and  after  going  twenty-five  miles,  gave  up  the 
chase.  About  eleven  o'clock,  Grant  marched  into  luka, 
where  he  should  have  been  long  before.  Some  unfortunate 
mistake  had  caused  the  delay,  and  thus  saved  the  enemy 
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from  total  destruction*  Ilosecrans,  in  alluding  to  it,  said, 
"  The  unexpected  accident  which  alone  prevented  cutting 
off  the  retreat  of  Price,  and  capturing  him  and  his  army, 
only  shows  how  much,  success  depends  upon  Him  in  whose 
hands  are  the  accidents,  as  well  as  the  laws  of  life."  The 
total  loss  in  this  battle,  was  six  hundred  and  eighty,  or  neariy 
a  quarter  of  the  whole  force  engaged.         * 

Rosecrans  immediately  fell  back  on  Corinth,  where  he 
again  took  up  his  head-quarters.  He  soon  discovered  that 
the  enemy  was  concentrating  on  that  place,  or  some  other 
point,  which  would  cut  off  his  communications  and  compel 
him  to  evacuate  it  Price,  Van  Dorn,  and  Lovell,  had  in  &ct 
united  their  entire  forces,  for  the  purpose  of  crushing  hid 
comparatively  small  army,  before  he  could  receive  reinforce- 
ments. The  latter,  calling  in  all  his  troops  from  the  adjacent 
posts,  watched  with  the  deepest  solicitude  the  development 
of  the  hostile  plan.  At  length,  discovering  that  the  rebels 
had  marched  around  him  to  the  eastward,  and  were  moving 
down  on  Corinth  from  the  north  and  north-east,  he  formed 
his  plan,  and  disposing  his  troops  to  the  best  possible  advan- 
ily  awaited  the-  attack.  He  knew  he  was  outnum- 
bered by  tVo  to  one,  but  he  relied  on  the  strength  of  his  posi- 
tion, and  the  indomitable  character  of  his  troops.  McKean 
commanded  the  left,  Davies  the  centre,  and  the  gallant 
Hamilton  the  right,  where  Rosecrans  supposed  the  weight 
of  the  struggle  would  fall.  The  old  fortifications,  thrown  up 
by  Beauregard,  were  too  extensive  for  his  little  army  to 
hold,  and  so  he  erected  works  within  them. 

This  was  on  the  third  of  October.  Rosecrans'  plan  was  to 
advance  on  the  enemy,  as  he  approached,  in  order  to  compel 
him  to  develop  his  lines,  and  then  retire  behind  his  own  works, 
so  that  his  batteries  could  sweep  the  rebels,  as  they  emerged 
into  the  open  ground  in  front.  In  carrying  it  out,  more  or 
less  fighting  occurred,  and  night  found  our  army  back  in  the 
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town,  and  the  rebel  lines  drawn  closely  around  it.  Much 
uneasiness  was  felt  among  the  soldiers,  because  they  had  been 
so  easily  driven  back  into  the  place,  where  the  enemy's 
shells  could  reach  them,  but  they  were  not  aware  of  the 
motives  which  governed  their  Commander. 

This  was  not  lessened  by  the  sound  of  the  enemy  at  work 
all  night,  planting  batteries  within  close  range.  At  length, 
the  long  wished  for,  yet  dreaded  dawn,  streaked  the  eastern 
sky,  and  the  roll  of  the  drum  and  the  pealing  bugle,  awoke 
the  morning  echoes,  and  were  answered  by  those  of  the 
enemy  in  the  dark  forests  beyond. 

The  rebel  force  was  massed  in  the  angle,  formed  by  the 
Memphis  and  Columbus  railroads.  The  left  of  our  army 
rested  on  the  batteries  extending  west  from  Fort  Robinette — 
the  centre  on  a  slight  ridge  north  of  the  houses,  and  the 
right  on  the  high  ground  which  covered  the  Pittsburg 
and  Purdy  roads,  that  led  away  towards  the  old  battle 
ground  of  Pittsburg  Landing.  The  rebel  plan  was  to  move 
at  once,  with  overwhelming  numbers,  on  our  batteries,  and 
sweep  them  with  the  rush  of  a  torrent.  The  sacrifice,  they 
knew,  would  be  great,  but  they  were  read/  to  make  it. 
Four  redoubts  covered  all  the  approaches,  while  batteries 
were  in  every  place  where  guns  could  be  advantageously 
posted,  so  that  the  whole  open  space  in  front  of  our  lines, 
could  be  swept  with  a  hail-storm  of  fire. 

With  daylight,  skirmishing  commenced,  and  the  heavy 
boom  of  cannon,  here  and  there,  shook  the  field ;  but,  as  yet, 
the  enemy's  lines  were  invisible.  They  were  forming  in  the 
roads  running  through  the  forest,  a  half  a  mile  or  more  in  front, 
and  every  eye  was  strained  to  catch  the  heads  of  the  columns 
as  they  moved  out  for  the  final  advance.  The  very  mys- 
tery that  shrouded  the  rebel  host,  hidden  in  those  stirless 
woods,  added  impressiveness  to  the  scene.  At  length,  a 
little  after  nine  o'clock,  the  fearful  suspense  ended,  for  the 
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heads  of  the  dense  columns  began  to  issue  from  their  leafy 
covering.  In  columns  ^f  division,  the  whole  host  moved 
in  splendid  order  up  the  Bolivar  road,  straight  towards 
the  murderous  batteries.  Long  lines  of  glittering  steel, 
crested  the  gray  formations  below,  as,  with  steady  step 
and  closed  ranks,  they  swept  forward.  Like  a  great  wedge, 
the  mighty  mass  at  first  advanced,  and  then  slowly  unfolded 
like  two  expanding  wings,  and  swooped  down  on  Corinth, 
that  lay  glittering  in  the  mellow  sun-light.  Price  on  the  left, 
and  Van  Dorn  on  the  right,  moved  on  together,  but  the 
latter,  meeting  with  unexpected  obstacles,  lost  a  little  time, 
and  Price  first  caught  the  full  fury  of  the  storm.  Right  up 
a  turfy  slope,  the  steady  columns  pressed,  swept  by  our 
whole  line  of  batteries,  the  shot  and  shell  tearing  through 
them  every  moment  with  awful  desolation.  Like  clouds, 
rent  before  the  incessant  flashes  of  lightning,  those  gray  for- 
mations everywhere  parted,  showing  great  ragged  openings 
that  closed  as  quickly  as  made.  The  dead  and  dying  dark- 
ened all  the  ground,  but  the  living  never  faltered.  With 
heads  bent,  and  leaning  forms,  like  those  who  breast  a  driv- 
ing sleet,  they  pressed  sternly  forward,  making  straight  for 
Rosecrans'  centre.  When  they  came  within  musket  range, 
death  traversed  their  ranks  with  still  more  frightful  rapidity ; 
yet  they  never  faltered.  The  earth  groaned  and  shook 
under  them,  and  the  air  seemed  to  flow  with  fire  around 
them,  yet  they  heeded  it  not  Still  onward  and  upward 
they  came,  like  the  march  of  fate.  At  last  they  reached  the 
crest  of  the  hill,  and  Davies'  division  gave  way  in  disorder. 
Rosecrans,  whose  eye  has  never  for  a  moment  left  this  on- 
rolling  mass,  starts  at  this  sudden  great  disaster,  and  dashing 
amid  the  broken  ranks,  heedless  of  the  raining  shot  and  shell, 
rallies  them  in  person.  But  the  rebels,  seeing  their  advan- 
tage, spring  forward  with  a  shout,  and  Rosecrans'  head- 
quarters are  inundated  with  the  hostile  troops,  and  the  next 
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moment  their  fire  is  pouring  into  the  public  square  of  the 
town  itself.  Under  this  sudden  change  of  fortune,  Hamil- 
ton's division  of  veterans  is  compelled  to  fall  back,  and 
instxmtly,  with  a  shout  of  victory,  the  rebels  rush  on 
Fort  Richardson,  the  key  of  the  position.  A  single  sheet 
of  flame  bursts  from  its  sides,  and  when  the  smoke  rises,  the 
space  where  they  stood  is  clear  of  living  men;  only  the 
dead  and  bleeding  are  left.  But  those  brave  men  have  not 
trodden  Death's  highway  so  far,  to  yield  now,  when  their  hands 
are  grasping  victory ;  and  once  more  rallying,  they  precipi- 
tate themselves  forward  with  the  fury  and  clamor  of  demons. 
Richardson,  from  whom  the  battery  was  named,  sinks  amid 
his  guns,  and  the  next  moment,  the  rebels  are  leaping  over 
them.  Suddenly,  as  if  rising  out  of  the  earth,  the  Fifty-sixth' 
Illinois,  hid  in  a  ravine  near  it,  spring  to  their  feet,  and  pour- 
ing in  one  close  deliberate  volley,  dash  across  the  plateau,  and 
into  the  fort,  and  almost  lift  the  rfebels  bodily  out  of  it,  so 
sudden  and  desperate  and  wild  is  their  charge.  Hamilton 
sees  the  charge,  and  ^^Forward  "  runs  along  his  glorious  line. 
Sweeping  forward  with  terrible  front,  he  completes  the 
overthrow.  The  rebel  host  is  at  last  broken.  Human  endur- 
ance had  finally  reached  its  limit — despair  at  once  took 
the  place  of  courage,  and,  flinging  away  their  useless  arms, 
they  broke  wildly  for  the  woods.  And  then  such  a  shout 
of  victory  went  up,  as  those  who  heard  it,  will  never  forget 
to  their  latest  day.  It  rolled  down  the  line,  and  Van  Dom, 
on  the  left,  heard  it  with  a  sinking  heart  Struggling 
through  a  ravine  and  thickets  and  abattis,  he  was  a  moment 
too  late^  to  have  his  blow  fall  simultaneously  with  that  of 
Price,  else  the  issue  might  have  been  difierent.  He  was 
now  in  front  of  Fort  Robinette,  within  a  hundred  and  fifty 
yards  of  which,  stood  Fort  Williams.  These  had  poured  a 
deadly  enfilading  fire  through  his  ranks,  as  he  advanced, 
and  now  the  former,  with  its  ten  pound  Parrotts,  stood  right 


100  A.  BRAVE    TEXAN. 

in  his  path.  Over  this  he  must  go,  or  turn  back  over  the 
field,  gained  at  such  horrible  sacrifice.  The  shout  of  victory- 
borne  to  him  from  the  left,  sounded  like  the  knell  of  doom. 
Price  had  failed  at  Fort  Richardson,  and  now  alone  and 
unaided,  he  must  carry  the  works  before  him,  or  all  be 
lost.  It  was  a  mighty  task,  and  he  might  well  pause,  before 
he  undertook  it.  But  instead  of  shrinking  from  it,  he  sum- 
moned all  his  energies  for  one  desperate  effort.  Two  brig- 
ades, one  supporting  the  other,  at  close  distance,  and  led 
by  Colonel  Rogers,  of  Texas,  swiftly  advanced  straight  on 
the  fort.  Instantly  its  guns,  and  those  of  Fort  Williams, 
opened  their  fire,  and  shot  and  shell  went  tearing  through 
the  dense  columns.  But  they  had  braced  themselves  up  to 
^the  fearful  work,  they  knew  to  be  before  t^em,  and  breasted 
the  iron  storm  with  sublime  devotion.  As  they  came  within 
close  range,  and  the  infantry  opened  fire,  the  havoc  was 
awful.  The  solid  formations  caved  before  it,  as  the  sand- 
bank before  the  torrent,  but  closing  up  compact  as  iron,  the 
diminished  numbers,  with  their  eyes  bent  sternly  on  the 
prize  before  them,  kept  on  their  terrible  way.  Rogers, 
striding  at  their  head,  seemed  to  bear  a  charmed  life,  and 
*'  Forward — forward,"  rang  clear  and  strong  from  his  lips, 
rising  even  above  the  roar  of  cannon.  Struggling  through 
the  fallen  timber,  they  fell  and  were  caught  amid  the  branches, 
presenting  a  ghastly  spectacle.  Still  the  living  never  fal- 
tered— with  their  eyes  fixed  on  their  heroic  leader,  they  let 
the  volleys  crash,  and  the  devastating  fire  burn  along  their 
ranks,  with  a  heroic  indifference.  At  last  they  reached  the 
ditch,  and  for  one  fearful  moment  paused.  Rogers,  still 
towering  in  front  unhurt,  waved  the  rebel  flag  with  his 
left  hand,  holding  a  revolver  in  his  right,  and,  still  shouting 
"  Forward^^  with  one  bound  cleared  the  ditch.  Springing 
up  the  slope,  he  planted  his  standard  on  the  ramparts.  The 
uext  moment  he  fell,  banner  and  all,  into  the  ditch,  a  corpse. 
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Five  brave  Texans,  that  never  left  their  leader's  side,  at  the 
same  instant  pitched  heavily  forward  into  the  fort,  sharing 
his  fate.  The  Ohio  brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel  Fuller, 
had  lain  flat  on  their  faces  just  over  the  ridge,  and  now  in 
close  range,  rose  and  delivered  six  swift  volleys,  and  the 
front  was  clear  of  rebels.  The  supporting  rebel  brigade 
now  advanced  into  the  same  volcano,  bent  on  the  same 
hopeless  errand.  Taking  the  close  and  swift  volleys  into 
their  bosoms  without  shrinking,  they  kept  on,  till  mad- 
dened into  desperation,  they  made  one  wild  rush  on  the 
Sixty-third  Ohio,  that  crossed  their  path.  But  the  brave 
fellows  stood  like  a  rock  in  their  places,  and  in  a  moment, 
friend  and  foe  were  locked  in  a  hand  to  hand  death-strug- 
gle. Bayonets,  clubbed  muskets,  and,  when  these  failed, 
clenched  fists  were  used.  The  fight  was  brief  but  awful,  and 
the  shouts  and  yells,  and  oaths  and  curses  that  rose,  seemed 
wrenched  from  the  throats  of  demons.  At  length  the  rebels 
gave  way,  when  the  Ele^nth  Missouri  and  Twenty-seventh 
Ohio  sprang  forward  and  chased  them  swiftly  to  cover. 

The  battle  was  over.  No  second  charge  could  be  made, 
for  the  victory  was  won,  but  at  a  fearful  cost.  Of  the  two 
hundred  and  fifty  of  the  Sixty-third  Ohio,  one-half  lay  dead 
or  bleeding,  on  the  spot  where  they  had  fought.  The  shout 
that  rocked  the  field,  when  Price  recoiled,  shattered  and 
broken,  from  Fort  Richardson,  now  went  up  from  around 
Fort  Robinette,  and  rolling  like  the  waves  of  the  sea,  along 
the  whole  line  of  battle,  swelled  back  into  Corinth,  where 
it  was  again  caught  up  and  prolonged,  till  the  heavens 
shook  with  the  loui  and  joyous  acclaim.  There  had  been 
no  long  battle.  The  whole  struggle  lasted  scarcely  more 
than  an  hour  and  a  half.  It  was  a  whirlwind — a  hurricane — 
— then  a  great  wild  thunder  crash — and  all  was  over.  And 
yet,  in  the  brief  struggle,  what  awful  destruction  had  been 
wrought    Over  two  thousand  of  our  own  soldiers  had  fallen, 
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tory,  and  people  began  to  regard  Rosecrans  as  invincible. 
Victory  followed  his  standard  wherever  he  moved,  and  the 
soldiers,  with  that  fondness  for  nicknames  which  always 
characterizes  them,  christened  him  '*  Old  Rosy.'* 

Rosecrans  believed  that  if  Grant  had  supported  him,  as 
he  requested  him  to  do,  he  could  easily  have  entered  Vicks- 
burg  and  saved  the  after  sacrifice  of  men  and  money. 

Having  returned  from  the  pursuit,  he  established  his  head- 
quarters at  Corinth,  where  he  remained  till  the  25th  of  Oc- 
tober. In  the  meantime,  the  Government  having  created 
the  Department  of  the  Cumberland,  and  the  Fourteenth 
Army  Corps,  he  was  placed  at  the  head  of  it,  and  departed 
for  Louisville,  where  he  arrived  on  the  30th. 

With  Buell's  splendid  army  under  his  command,  it  was 
thought  that  he  would  immediately  move  on  Bragg,  and  in- 
flict that  punishment  on  him,  which  he  failed  to  receive  at 
the  hand  of  the  former. 

Repairing  to  Nashville,  he  took  a  survey  of  his  position, 
and  began  to  lay  his  plans  for  the  future.  Bragg,  in  the 
meantime,  had  assembled  his  army  at  Murfreesboro',  and  was 
strongly  fortifying  himself,  preparatory  to  winter  quarters, 

SI 
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while  over  six  thousand  rebels  had  been  piled  on  that  bloody 
field.  Death  had  moved  through  the  thick-set  ranks  of  the 
foe  with  a  rapid  footstep. 

Forty  thousand,  it  waa  estimated,  composed  the  rebel 
force,  while  Rosecrans  had  but  little  over  twenty  thousand 
behind  his  works. 

In  front  of  Fort  Robinette,  the  rebel  dead  lay  in  heaps. 
Fifty-six  were  buried  in  one  ditch,  but  the  brave  Rogers 
was  given  a  grave  by  himself — those  stern  Western  men 
smoothing  over  and  marking  his  last  resting-place,  with  the 
tender  care  they  would  give  the  grave  of  a  companion-in- 
arms. It  was  but  a  little  to  do ;  yet  it  was  such  a  testimonial 
as  the  brave  love  to  give  to  the  brave,  on  whatever  field  they 
fall. 

Two  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty-eight  prisoners  fell 
into  our  hands,  together  with  two  pieces  of  artillery,  four- 
teen stand  of  colors,  and  over  three  thousand  small  arms. 

Rosecrans  immediately  rode  along  the  whole  line  of  battle, 
greeted  with  thundering  cheers  as  he  passed.  He  told  his 
brave  troops,  that  although  they  had  been  two  days  marching 
and  preparing  for  battle,  and  had  passed  two  sleepless  nights, 
and  endured  two  days'  fighting,  he  wanted  them  to  fill  their 
cartridge-boxes,  haversacks  and  stomachs,  take  an  early 
sleep,  and  at  daylight  press  after  the  flying  foe. 

McPherson,  having  arrived  in  the  meantime  at  Corinth, 
with  a  fresh  brigade,  was  immediately  started  in  pursuit, 
and  the  roll  of  cannon  died  away  in  the  distance,  as  he 
pressed  fiercely  after  the  retiring  columns.  The  roads  and 
fields  were  strewed  with  the  wrecks  t>f  the  fight.  The 
rebels  narrowly  escaped  destruction  in  the  forks  of  the 
Hatchie,  but  finally  got  oflf. 

The  fields  around  Corinth  presented  a  frightful  spectacle, 
and  for  weeks  after  the  battle,  the  place  of  slaughter  could 
be  scented  miles  away,  by  the  traveler.     It  was  a  great  vie- 
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tory,  and  people  began  to  regard  Rosecrans  as  invincible. 
Victory  followed  his  standard  wherever  he  moved,  and  the 
soldiers,  with  that  fondness  for  nicknames  which  always 
characterizes  them,  christened  him  '*  Old  Rosy." 

Rosecrans  believed  that  if  Grant  had  supported  him,  as 
he  requested  him  to  do,  he  could  easily  have  entered  Vicks- 
burg  and  saved  the  after  sacrifice  of  men  and  money. 

Having  returned  from  the  pursuit,  he  established  his  head- 
quarters at  Corinth,  where  he  remained  till  the  25th  of  Oc- 
tober. In  the  meantime,  the  Government  having  created 
the  Department  of  the  Cumberland,  and  the  Fourteenth 
Army  Corps,  he  was  placed  at  the  head  of  it,  and  departed 
for  Louisville,  where  he  arrived  on  the  30th. 

With  Buell's  splendid  army  under  his  command,  it  was 
thought  that  he  would  immediately  move  on  Bragg,  and  in- 
flict that  punishment  on  him,  which  he  failed  to  receive  at 
the  hand  of  the  former. 

Repairing  to  Nashville,  he  took  a  survey  of  his  position, 
and  began  to  lay  his  plans  for  the  future.  Bragg,  in  the 
meantime,  had  assembled  his  army  at  Alurfreesboro',  and  was 
strongly  fortifying  himself,  preparatory  to  winter  quarters. 
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WHILE  Rosecrans  was  thus  crowning  the  Federal  arms 
with  success,  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  Butler  was  trying  to  bring  order  out  of  chaos  in  New 
Orleans,  and  Galveston  in  Texas  was  surrendered  (October 
9th)  to  Renshaw,  Commander  of  our  fleet  there,  important 
events  were  occurring  in  Kentucky  and  East  Tennessee, 
Buell's  sudden  removal  from  the  head  of  the  army  at  Louis- 
ville, arrested  his  march  against  Bragg,  which  he  designed 
to  commence  the  next  day.  Thomas,  however,  telegraphed 
to  Washington,  entreating  the  authorities  there  to  reconsider 
their  action,  and  retain  Buell  in  the  command,  as  the  proper 
person  to  be  at  the  head  of  the  army.  They  acceded  to  his 
request,  and  Buell  at  once  addressed  himself  to  the  task  of 
driving  Bragg  out  of  Kentucky ;  and  on  the  1st  of  October 
moved  out  of  Louisville,  in  five  columns.  Bragg,  though  con- 
stantly skirmishing,  began  to  retire,  with  the  evident  intention 
of  forming  a  junction  with  Kirby  Smith,  who  had  fallen  back 
from  his  threatened  attack  on  Cincinnati,  though  he  had 
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carried  the  rebel  flag  within  seven  miles  of  the  city.  Buell 
overtook  the  enemy  at  Perryville  on  the  7th.  A  partial  en- 
gagement followed,  which  was  renewed  with  great  severity 
the  next  morning,  by  the  enemy  suddenly  falling  on  Mc- 
Cook's  brigade.  Repulsed  at  first,  he  repeated  the  attack 
at  noon,  in  which  the  whole  left  corps  became  engaged,  and 
was  terribly  pressed  till  night  fell,  when  the  battle  ended. 
Terrill's  brigade  was  driven  back  in  a  rout,  and  he  was  killed, 
as  well  as  Jackson,  who  commanded  the  division.  The  brave, 
heroic  Rousseau,  commanding  the  third  division,  bore  the 
chief  weight  of  the  battle,  and  saved  the  left  corps  from 
total  defeat.  A  charge  by  Sheridan,  at  night-fall,  closed 
the  fight.  This  partial  disaster  was  attributed  by  Buell  to 
the  neglect  of  McCook  to  send  him  word  that  he  was  pressed 
with  an  overwhelming  force,  until  it  was  too  late  to  reach 
him  before  night  with  the  other  wmg  of  the  army,  which 
WBfi  separated  by  a  distance  of  five  miles. 

Our  loss  in  this  engagement  was  about  four  thousand, 
leaving  Buell  but  fifty-four  thousand  men  with  which  to 
pursue  Bragg,  whose  army  numbered  over  sixty  thousand. 
But  the  nature  of  the  country  was  such  that  he  could  not 
force  him  to  a  battle,  though  he  pressed  him  with  unrelent- 
ing severity.  At  Crab  Orchard,  where  the  country  suddenly 
changed,  being  barren  and  cut  up  into  defiles,  so  that  a 
small  force  could  protect  the  retreating  army,  he  stopped  his 
pursuit,  having  captured  in  all,  four  or  five  thousand  pris- 
oners. 

But  though  he  had  driven  Bragg  out  of  Kentucky,  and 
thus  relieved  the  State,  the  Administration  pretended  to  be 
dissatisfied  at  his  not  having  destroyed  the  rebel  army,  and 
therefore  removed  him  from  his  command.  Whether  Hal- 
leck,  and  the  Secretary  of  War,  really  believed  that  Buell 
had  not  done  all  that  could  reasonably  have  been  expected 
of  him,  or  whether  it  was  necessary,  as  usual,  to  have  some 
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scape  goat  for  their  own  military  blunders,  is  left  to  con- 
jecture. 

Cumberland  Gap,  which  General  Morgan,  as  before  stated, 
had  captured  in  the  Spring,  by  a  flank  movement  through 
Rogers'  Gap,  and  immediately  fortified,  preparatory  to  a 
movement  on  Knoxville,  was  evacuated  this  September.  The 
advance  of  Bragg  into  Kentucky,  w^hich  compelled  Buell  to 
fall  back  rapidly  to  Nashville,  left  the  enemy  at  liberty  to 
push  across  the  Cumberland  Mountains,  by  various  routes, 
and  effectually  cut  Morgan  off  from  his  base  of  supplies,  thus 
leaving  him  alone,  to  save  himself  as  best  he  might.  Strong  in 
his  position,  he  felt  able  to  hold  it  against  all  odds,  if  he 
could  be  kept  from  starvation.  He  contested  every  foot  of 
the  advance  of  the  enemy,  and  foraged  the  country  in  every 
direction  that  his  forces  could  penetrate.  In  the  meantime, 
he  sent  to  Halleck,  and  General  Wright  of  Ohio,  for  sup» 
plies,  saying  that  if  his  communications  could  be  kept  open, 
he  would  hold  the  Gap  against  the  whole  rebel  army.  At 
different  times  he  sent  out  five  expeditions,  in  which  he 
killed  and  captured  seven  hundred  of  the  enemy,  with  a  loss 
to  himself  of  only  forty  men.  For  more  than  two  months,  he 
saw  the  storm  gathering  thicker  and  darker  around  him,  for 
as  Buell  fell  back  towards  Nashville,  the  rebel  flood  poured 
like  a  deluge  into  Kentucky,  so  that  by  the  21st  of  August, 
Morgan  found  Kirby  Smith  on  the  north  side,  and  Stevenson 
on  the  south  gide  of  the  Gap.  Still,  he  kept  buoyant  and 
cheerful.  Not  a  desponding  w^ord  escaped  him — he  always 
wrote  in  a  confident  tone,  but  said  that  his  supplies  were 
getting  shorter  and  shorter,  and  that  even  his  animals  were 
failing  for  want  of  forage.  He  would  not  stir  from  his  posi- 
tion, he  declared,  though  he  had  to  kill  his  mules  for  food, 
if  he  could  see  any  movement  set  on  foot  to  open  his  com- 
munications. The  country  became  alarmed  for  his  safety. 
The  very  stubbornness  with  which  he  held  the  grim  fortress, 
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only  ensured  his  destruction,  if  no  relief  should  reach  him. 
lie  at  length  put  his  army  on  half-rations,  and  still  clung  to 
his  position,  though  he  knew  a  hundred  thousand  men  en- 
vironed him,  and  held  the  entire  country  from  the  Gap  to 
the  Ohio. 

Thus,  for  thirty  days,  his  brave  soldiers  were  kept  on  half- 
rations  ;  a  great  part  of  the  time  without  bread,  rice,  flour 
or  potatoes.  The  overwhelming  enemy  continued  to  draw 
closer  and  closer  around  him,  every  day  narrowing  his  field 
for  forage,  until  at  length,  starvation  began  to  stare  him  in 
the  face.  What  now  was  to  be  done  ?  He  could  hear  of  no 
movement  for  his  relief,  and  he  staid,  waiting  for  it,  until 
every  known  avenue  of  escape  was  closed  against  him.  The 
rebel  General  telegraphed  to  Richmond,  that  Morgan's  army 
might  be  considered  prisoners  of  war,  for  its  fate  was  sealed. 
True,  one  route  was  still  left  open — the  wild,  desolate  region 
stretching  for  two  hundred  miles  directly  to  the  north — but 
this  was  reported  by  the  engineers  impossible  for  any  army 
with  artillery,  if  indeed  it  were  possible  for  an  army  of  ten 
thousand  men,  to  be  supported  there  at  all,  in  the  length  of 
time  it  would  take  to  traverse  such  a  country.  Yet  the  rebels 
seemed  to  think,  that  a  man  who  had  dragged  siege  guns  up 
and  over  the  cliffs  of  Cumberland  Mountains,  might  attempt 
to  escape  by  this  route ;  and  so  Humphrey  Marshall  was  sent 
to  block  it  up,  and,  early  in  September,  was  making  his  diffi- 
cult way  through  the  sterile  region  to  the  north-east.  In 
this  painful  dilemma,  Morgan  called  a  council  of  war,  in 
which  it  was  decided  that  the  only  alternative  was  an  im- 
mediate evacuation  or  an  unconditional  surrender.  This 
being  decided  upon,  Morgan  determined  to  make  a  desperate 
effort  to  save  both  his  army  and  artillery,  all  but  the  siege 
guns,  which  he  resolved  to  destroy.  It  was  a  dreary  pros- 
pect at  best — that  frightful  march  of  two  hundred  miles, 
with  ten  times  ten  thousand  men  before,  behind  and  on 
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every  side  of  him.  But  he  had  tried  his  oflScers  and  men, 
and  knew  they  would  do  anything  short  of  a  miracle,  while 
he  himself  resolved  to  be  annihilated,  before  he  would  sur- 
render. Sending  out  oflScers  to  buy  provisions  along  another  * 
route  by  way  of  Mount  Sterling,  who  were  purposely  taken 
prisoners,  he  completely  deceived  the  enemy  as  to  his  inten- 
tions. In  the  meantime,  preparations  were  rapidly  made  to 
leave.  The  mountain  was  mined  so  as  to  tumble  the  cliflfs  upon 
the  road  in  his  rear,  the  heavy  siege  guns  were  destroyed,  and, 
on  the  16th,  a  large  train  started  for  Manchester.  All  that 
night,  and  the  next  day,  the  work  went  on.  At  evening, 
the  pickets  were  quietly  withdrawn,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Gallup,  with  two  hundred  chosen  men,  was  directed  to  hold 
the  enemy  in  check,  and,  if  he  attempted  to  follow,  to  give 
the  alarm  by  blowing  up  the  magazine.  Before  he  should 
finally  leave  the  Gap,  he  was  ordered  to  fire  the  military- 
storehouse,  commissary's  and  quartermasters'  buildings,  and 
tents,  and  then  spring  the  mine  that  would  unseat  the  cliflfs, 
and  hurl  them  into  the  road  behind  the  retreating  army. 
Five  picked  men  were  stationed  at  each  magazine,  to  which 
the  trains  were  already  laid,  and  five  more  at  a  pit  in  which 
were  piled  several  thousand  stand  of  arms,  mostly  loaded, 
who  at  a  given  signal  were  to  apply  the  torch,  and  set  the 
volcano  in  motion.  Gallup,  having  stationed  his  pickets, 
went  forward  with  a  flag  of  truce,  and  by  adroit  manageuient 
eflfectually  deceived  the  enemy  respecting  Morgan's  designs. 
When  he  knew,  by  certain  signs,  that  the  army  was  well  in 
motion,  he  took  his  leave,  saying  that  he  would  call  in  the 
morning  and  get  the  answer  to  his  flag  of  truce.  He  then 
visited  his  pickets,  telling  them  to  dispute  every  inch  of  • 
ground,  and  repaired  to  Baird's  head-quarters,  where  he 
found  Morgan  sitting  on  his  horse,  and  with  a  serious,  anx- 
ious face,  watching  his  retiring  columns.  It  was  now  ten 
o'clock  at  night,  and  the  crisis  of  the  fate  of  the  army  was 
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fast  approacliing.  Turning  to  Gallup,  Morgan  said :  "  You 
have  a  highly  important  duty  to  perform ;  this  ammunition 
and  these  arms  and  military  stores  must  not  fall  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy.  I  hope  you  will  not  be  captured."  •'Fare- 
well," he  added,  and  bowing,  rode  oflF  into  the  gloom.  The 
night  wore  on,  and  Gallup,  sending  off  his  small  force  to  a 
place  of  safety,  directed  three  men — Markham,  O'Brien  and 
Thad.  Reynolds  as  he  was  called — the  boldest  scout  and  spy 
in  the  army — to  kindle  the  conflagration.  As  the  flames 
roHed  heavenward,  he  gave  the  signal  to  fire  the  trains.  To 
his  astonishment,  no  answering  explosion  followed,  and  wait- 
ing a  sufficient  time,  he  put  spurs  to  his  horse  and  galloped 
to  the  spot.  Not  a  soul  was  to  be  found — all  had  gone  for- 
ward to  the  main  column.  Seizing  some  burning  fagots, 
he  fired  the  trains  with  his  own  hands,  and  mounting  his 
horse,  dashed  down  the  Gap.  He  had  barely  reached  a  safe 
distance,  when  the  first  explosion  followed,  sending  the  huge 
rocks  in  every  direction.  The  conflagration  in  the  valley 
below  was  now  in  full  headway,  and  the  scene  became  in 
describably  grand.  The  savage  precipices  reddened  like  fire 
in  the  sudden  illumination,  and  the  whole  midnight  gorge 
shone  brighter  than  at  noon-day.  Gallup,  sitting  on  his 
horse,  that  glowed  like  a  fiery  steed  in  the  intense  glare 
of  the  flames,  gazed  with  silent  awe  on  the  wild  work  his 
hands  had  wrought.  Said  he :  "  Every  fissure  and  opening 
in  the  cliffs  around  me,  was  visible.  The  trees  and  rocks 
upon  their  sides,  at  any  time  picturesque  and  interesting, 
were  now  grand  in  their  beauty.  It  was  a  scene  more  like 
enchantment  than  reality.  I  gazed,  lost  in  admiration.  But 
suddenly  the  scene  changed.  The  large  magazine,  with  its 
rich  stores  of  powder  and  fixed  ammunition,  exploded. 
The  explosion  shook  the  mountains  like  a  toy  in  the  hands 
of  a  monster.  The  air  was  filled  with  dense  smoke,  so  that 
I  could  scarcely  breathe.     Huge  masses  of  rock,  cartridge- 
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boxes,  barrels  of  powder,  and  other  materials,  were  blown 
to  an  indescribable  height,  and  went  whirling  through  the 
air  in  wild  confusion,  falling,  in  some  instances,  more  than  a 
mile  from  the  exploding  magazine.  A  moment  after,  the 
burning  roof  of  a  building  a  hundred  and  eighty  feet  long, 
used  as  a  store-house  on  the  mountain,  fell  in,  and  set  fire  to 
the  shells  stored  there."  Before  the  blazing  embers  that  shot 
in  a  fiery  shower  heavenward  had  descended  to  the  earth 
again,  the  explosion  took  place,  sounding  like  a  thousand 
cannon  let  off  there  at  once,  in  the  trembling  gorge. 
Lighted  on  its  way  by  such  a  sea  of  flame,  and  keeping  step 
to  such  stern  and  awful  music,  did  that  gallant  army  move 
off  into  the  niglit,  and  turn  its  face  towards  the  distant  Ohio. 

But  the  terrific  fusilade  made  by  the  discharging  guns  and 
bursting  shells,  was  kept  up  there  among  the  solitary  crags 
until  noon.  The  rebels  beyond  the  ridge  were  filled  with  con- 
sternation, as  they  gjized  on  the  lurid  sky,  and  felt  the  earth- 
quake shock,  and  knew  not  what  the  strange  uproar  meant 
When,  at  last,  they  were  informed,  by  an  inhabitant  of  the 
region,  that  Morgan  had  evacuated  the  Gap,  they  dared  not 
approach  it  till  three  o'clock  the  next  day,  for  fear  of  explod- 
ing shells  and  mines.  When  they  did  venture  near,  they 
gazed  around  in  blank  astonishment.  Silence  and  desolation 
reigned  thro  ighout  the  gorge,  while  the  rocks  lay  piled  along 
it,  in  one  wild  wreck,  heaved  there  by  the  exploding  mines. 

Morgan  had  done  his  work  thoroughly  and  well,  but  the 
mighty  task  Ijefore  him  was  only  just  commenced.  Two  hund- 
red miles  of  such  a  country  as  lay  before  him,  were  never 
before  marched  over,  by  ten  thousand  men,  with  artillery  and 
no  supplies,  while  a  vast  army  was  closing  in  upon  them  on 
every  side.  As  if  to  cloud  the  beginning  of  his  great  en- 
deavor with  increasing  gloom,  towards  morning  a  pelting 
rain  set  in,  accompanied  with  fierce  gusts  of  wind  that  swept 
mournfully  over  the  swiftly  advancing  columns.     Ten  ladies^ 
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the  wives  and  daughters  of  officers,  were  with  the  army,  to 
share  its  perils  and  its  fortunes. 

Morgan  marched  hy  two  parallel  roads,  and  so  rapidly, 
that  by  morning  his  advance  brigade  was  at  Flat  Lick, 
twenty  miles  from  the  Gap,  which  he  had  left  the  night  before. 
By  evening,  the  army  was  at  Manchester.  Here  Morgan 
halted  a  day,  to  complete  the  organization  of  his  forces,  and 
gird  himself  for  the  long  and  doubtful  race  before  him.  Before 
he  was  ready  to  start,  the  enemy's  bugles  were  sounding  in  his 
rear,  while  the  scouts  brought  in  the  tidings  that  a  brigade  of 
cavalry,  under  the  notorious  Morgan,  was  hovering  around  his 
line  of  march.  He  learned  also  that  Humphrey  Marshall  was 
moving  to  cut  his  line  of  march  to  the  north.  In  fact,  so  peril- 
ous was  his  condition,  that  Gen.  Jones,  afterwards  taken  pris- 
oner by  us,  confessed,  that  had  Morgan  delayed  his  retreat  but 
a  single  day,  his  last  avenue  of  escape  would  have  l^een  closed. 

The  storm  was  rapidly  gathering,  on  every  side  of  him, 
and  nothing  but  swift  marching  could  save  him.  A  single 
inefficient  or  negligent  officer  might  work  his  ruin ;  but  a 
truer  set  of  subordinates,  or  a  more  devoted  body  of  soldiers, 
never  closed  around  a  brave  Commander.  Generals  Spears, 
Carter  and  Baird,  and  Colonel  De  Coucy,  led  their  respective 
commands,  with  a  skill  that  won  the  admiration  and  praise 
of  all.  It  was  fortunate  that  he  had,  as  topographical  engi- 
neer with  him,  Captain  Sidney  Lyons,  who,  as  State  Geolo- 
gist of  Kentucky,  had  surveyed  this  whole  region.  He  knew 
it  so  well,  that  he  told  Morgan  that  he  doubted,  even  if  he 
could  succeed  in  getting  his  artillery  trains  over  the  terrible 
roads  he  must  travel,  whether  he  could  subsist  the  army  in  such 
a  country,  during  the  short  time  it  would  take  to  traverse  it. 

It  is  impossible  to  give  a  detailed  account  of  this  extraor- 
dinary retreat.  The  army  moved  in  a  lengthened  line,  wind- 
ing over  the  rocky,  broken,  sterile  region  like  a  huge  serpent ; 
the  heavy  rumbling  of  the  trains  and  guns,  the  only  music 
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of  the  march.  When  it  came  to  a  cross-road,  it  would  rap- 
idly concentrate,  to  prevent  flank  attacks  of  the  enemy's 
cavahy,  and  as  soon  as  the  dangerous  point  was  passed,  un- 
wind again,  and  press  forward.  The  streams  were  all  dry, 
mocking  with  their  stony  beds  the  thirst  of  the  weary  sol- 
diers. Sometimes,  water  could  be  got  only  by  pulling  it  up 
from  crevices  in  the  cliffs,  eighty  or  a  hundred  feet  deep ; 
and  one  day,  the  army  was  compelled  to  march  thirty-four 
miles  in  order  to  reach  water.  So  constantly  and  dreadfully 
did  the  soldiers  suffer  for  want  of  it,  that  they  began  to  talk 
of  the  distant  Ohio,  as  the  end  of  all  human  desires.  They 
suffered,  too,  from  want  of  food,  as  the  enemy  destroyed 
everything  before  them  on  which  they  could  lay  their  hands. 
Even  the  officers  and  women  grew  faint  as  they  marched 
along,  gnawed  by  the  pangs  of  hunger.  One  day,  all  that 
Morgan  had  to  sustain  life  was  a  single  ear  of  parched  com,^ 
and  on  another  day,  all  that  he  and  his  staff  together  had, 
was  a  dozen  potatoes.  Occasionally,  a  field  of  standing 
corn  was  passed,  which  sufficed  to  keep  them  from  starva- 
tion. On  one  occasion,  as  Morgan  was  riding  along  the  col- 
umn, he  passed  the  wife  of  one  of  his  colonels,  sitting  on  a 
log,  looking  faint  and  pale.  Stopping  a  moment,  he  said : 
"  I  hope  you  are  not  ill."  "  Oh,  no,"  she  replied,  "  I  am  well, 
General."  "But,"  she  added,  with  a  wan  smile,  ''I  have 
eaten  but  once  in  forty-eight  hours."  Famine  was  staring 
him  and  his  gallant  army  in  the  face,  but  there  was  no  mur- 
muring, no  complaint.  The  roads  were  blockaded  with 
fallen  trees  and  rocks,  which  had  to  be  removed,  or  a  new 
road  cut^  around  them ;  and  the  crack  of  rifles  from  the 
thickets  along  their  line  of  march,  and  from  barricades  in 
front,  and  the  report  of  forces  gathering  in  advance,  kept 
them  ever  on  the  alert,  and  hard  at  work,  and  constantly 
moving.  The  usual  September  storm,  even  a  little  delay, 
would  probably  have  sealed  the  fate  of  the  army ;  but  the 
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bright  autumual  weather  enabled  them  to  march  steadily, 
and  thus  keep  the  advantage  they  had  gained  at  the  start, 
to  the  last.  The  rebel  Morgan  and  Marshall  were  both  in 
his  front,  and  an  overwhelming  force  in  his  rear,  but  the 
latter  could  not  overtake  him,  while  he  moved  so  rapidly 
that  the  former  had  no  time  to  concentrate  a  sufficient  force 
to  arrest  his  progress.  Occasional  conflicts  with  small  bodies 
occurred,  in  which  a  few  of  his  men  fell,  and  were  hastily 
buried  in  the  sterile  fields  past  which  they  marched. 

Thus,  day  after  day,  for  nearly  a  fortnight,  this  wonderful 
retreat  was  kept  up,  until  at  length,  on  the  3d  of  October,  the 
advance  brigade,  as  it  reached  a  lofty  swell,  caught  a  glimpse 
of  the  lordly  Ohio,  rolling  its  glittering  flood  through  the 
distant  landscape.  At  the  glad  sight,  a  thrilling  shout  went 
up,  and  "  The  Ohio !  The  Ohio !  "  rolled  like  thunder  down  the 
excited  line.  Each  regiment  and  brigade  took  it  up  in  turn,  till 
"  The  Ohio !  The  Ohio  I "  rose  and  fell  in  prolonged  and  jubilant 
acclamation  for  miles  away,  along  the  weary  column.  It  re- 
called the  time  when  the  German  army  sent  up  in  a  wild  shout, 
"  The  Rhine !  The  Rhine !  "  as  they  once  more  came  in  sight 
of  their  native  streapi,  and  joy  and  gladness  filled  every  heart 

Morgan  was  at  last  safe.  Right  nobly  had  he  won  the 
race.  By  his  -foresight,  energy  and  indomitable  persever- 
ance, he  had  escaped  from  the  trap  in  which  an  inefficient 
General-in-Chief  had  allowed  him  to  be  caught.  He  had 
saved  his  entire  train,  and  lost  but  eighty  men  since  he 
moved  out  of  the  Gap.  Instead,  however,  of  congratulating 
him  on  his  skill  and  success,  in  his  report  sent  into  Congress 
the  following  Winter,  Halleck  had  the  injustice  to  censure 
him  for  evacuating  the  Gap,  saying  that  "  an  investigation 
had  been  ordered."  No  one,  however,  was  deceived  by  it. 
The  public  had  long  known  the  situation  of  Morgan,  and, 
that  unless  his  communications  were  opened,  and  supplies 
sent  him,  he  and  his  ai*my  were  lost ;  and  hence,  instead 
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of  condemning  him,  felt  unbounded  gratitude,  that  he  had 
outwitted  the  enemy,  and  saved  his  army  and  guns.  But 
the  General-in-Chief  was  guilty  of  deception,  as  well  as  in- 
justice. When  he  said  that  "an  investigation  had  been 
ordered,"  it  had  not  only  been  ordered  but  finished,  and  the 
report  laid  on  his  table  six  weeks  previous.  He  himself  had 
directed  Major-General  Wright  to  make  this  investigation ; 
and,  in  his  report,  the  latter  said  he  "  did  not  see  how,  with 
starvation  staring  him  (Morgan)  in  the  face,  and  with  no 
certainty  of  relief  being  afforded,  he  could  have  come  to  any 
other  conclusion  than  the  one  he  arrived  at,"  &c.  He  stated 
also  that  it  was  unanimously  decided,  in  a  councQ  of  war,  to  be 
the  only  course  left,  if  he  would  avoid  a  surrender  of  his  army. 
When  Morgan,  who  was  at  Memphis,  saw  Halleck's  report, 
stung  by  its  gross  injustice,  he  immediately  wrote  to  him, 
demanding  a  court  of  inquiry  or  court-martial,  at  once,  be- 
fore which  he  could  be  heard.  Halleck,  in  reply,  said  ''  that 
General  Wright  was  directed  some  time  since  to  investigate 
and  report  the  facts  concerning  that  affair,  and  if  that  report 
shall  be  satisfactory,  no  fhrther  proceedings  will  be  required, 
and  you  will  be  relieved  from  all  blame."  Morgan  imme- 
diately wrote  to  General  Wright,  and  found  to  his  astonish- 
ment,  -that  he  had  sent  in  his  report  the  October  previous, 
exonerating  him  from  all  blame,  and  that  this  report  was  in 
Halleck's  hands  when  he  made  out  his  own  report.  That  the 
latter  should  be  guilty  of  the  gross  injustice  of  casting  censure 
on  a  brave  oflScer,  in  order  to  cover  up  his  own  short-comings, 
is  perhaps  not  surprising ;  but  that  he  should  put  on  record 
statements,  which,  placed  side  by  side,  present  him  in 
such  a  painful  aspect  to  the  public,  is  certainly  very  remark- 
able. The  whole  campaign  as  planned,  was  a  palpable 
blunder,  and  it  was  natural  that  he  should  put  the  blame 
of  failure  upon  some  one  else ;  but  this  mode  of  doing  it 
admits  of  no  excuse. 
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STATS    OF   AFFAIRS   IN   THE   WEST — EAST   TENNESSEE — ARKANSAS BATTLE  OF 

PRAIRIE    GROVE FORRESt's     RAID     IN    KENTUCKY SURRENDER   OF   HARTS- 

VILLB,   TENNESSEE DUTLER's     DEPARTMENT — EXPEDITION     AGAINST    VICES- 

BURG SURRENDER    OF    HOLLY    SPRINGS ASSAULT   UPON   V1CK8BURG — GAL- 
LANTRY   OF     GENERAL   BLAIR — SHERMAN     SUPERSEDED     BY   ^C  CLERNAND 

ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC MC  CLELLAN    DELAYS   TO  MOVE CORRESPONDENCE 

BETWEEN   HIM   AND   HALLECK RAID    OF  STUART MC  CLELLAN  ORDERED   BY 

THE     PRESIDENT     TO     MOVE HIS    ADVANCE SUPERSEDED     BY   BURNSIDE— 

PARTING    WITH   THE    ARMY REVIEW    OF   MC  CLELLAN^S    CAMPAIGN   AGAINST 

RICHMOND. 

DURING  this  month,  October,  while  East  Tennessee  had 
again  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  General  Blunt, 
by  a  vigorous  attack  on  the  rebel  Hindman,  at  Fort  Wayne, 
Arkansas,  had  routed  him,  capturing  his  artillery,  and  thus 
relieved  South-western  Missouri  from  rebel  depredations. 
In  the  latter  part  of  the  month,  General  Herron  dispersed  a 
large  band  of  guerrillas,  near  Fayetteville,  in  Missouri. 
November  passed  without  any  battles  of  moment,  though 
throughout  the  West,  constant  fighting  was  going  on  between 
detached  forces.  But  in  the  last  of  this  month,  Gen.  Blunt, 
who  was  fast  rising  into  distinction,  was  pressing  hard  against 
the  rebel  forces  under  Hindman  and  Marmaduke  in  Arkansas. 
At  Cane  Hill,  after  a  sharp  contest,  he  forced  the  enemy  to 
retreat.  A  few  days  after,  however,  learning  that  Hindman 
and  Marmaduke,  in  conjunction,  were  moving  from  different 
points  in  heavy  force  to  attack  him,  he  immediately  began 
to  concentrate  his  troops,  and  on  Friday,  the  7th  of  Decem- 
ber, gave  him  battle  at  Prairie  Grove. 
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General  Herron,  who,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  General 
,  Blunt,  endeavored  to  join  him,  was  attacked  by  an  over- 
whelming force,  but,  by  the  most  gallant  fighting,  held  his 
own  until  Blunt  formed  a  junction  with  him.  It  was  a  beau- 
tiful day,  and,  the  battle  occurring  in  a  comparatively  open 
country,  the  scene  it  presented  was  picturesque  and  thrilling. 
It  lasted  till  night-fall,  apparently  without  any  decisive  re- 
sults. But  the  next  morning  it  was  found  that  the  enemy 
had  retreated.  Herron  and  Blunt  had  out-generaled  the 
enemy  and  defeated  him,  though  superior  in  numbers,  in 
a  fair  field  fight.  Our  loss  was  a  little  over  a  thousand, 
while  that  of  the  rebels  must  have  been  nearly  three 
times  as  great.  Soon  after,  hearing  that  Hindman  was  at 
Van  Buren,  Blunt  pushed  on  and  captured  it. 

In  Kentucky,  Forrest's  great  raid  was  the  important  event 
of  the  month  of  December.  He  seemed  to  go  where  he 
liked  with  his  half-wild  followers,  sending  consternation 
through  the  country.  Elizabeth  town  was  captured  by  Mor- 
gan on  the  27th,  and  a  large  amount  of  property  destroyed. 

The  shameful  surrender  of  Hartsville,  Tennessee,  with 
some  fifteen  hundred  men,  this  month,  awakened  the  deepest 
indignation,  and  disgraced  the  troops  left  to  hold  it. 

On  the  last  day  of  the  month,  Forrest  was  defeated  at 
Parker's  Cross  Roads  by  Sullivan,  with  a  loss  of  a  thousand 
men ;  but,  on  the  whole,  affairs  in  Kentucky  and  Tennessee 
at  the  close  of  the  year,  were  in  a  very  unsatisfactory  con- 
dition. 

The  Department  of  New  Orleans  furnished  nothing  more 
important  than  the  retirement  of  Butler,  on  the  15  th  of  De- 
cember, and  the  appointment  of  Banks  in  his  place.  The 
month  previous,  at  Bayou  Teche,  fourteen  miles  from  Bra- 
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shear  City,  a  fight  occurred  between  five  Union  gunboats  and 
a  large  rebel  force,  supported  by  the  gunboat  Cotton,  which 
resulted  in  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  and  the  escape  of  the 
gunboat 

Up  the  Mississippi,  however,  more  important  events  were 
transpiring.  Grant,  in  command,  planned  an  expedition  to 
take  Vicksburg,  which,  though  it  proved  a  sad  failure,  was 
the  beginning  of  the  great  measures  to  open  that  river  to 
our  fleet.  The  plan  was,  for  Sherman  with  his  army  to  move 
straight  on  the  place,  and  attempt  to  carry  it  by  assault, 
while  Grant  himself  was  to  advance  against  Jackson  City,  and 
attack  the  enemy  there,  to  keep  him  from  sending  troops 
to  Vicksburg. 

Sherman  left  Memphis  on  the  20th  day  of  December,  and 
the  day  after  Christmas,  entered  the  Yazoo,  and  ascended  it 
nearly  to  Haines'  Bluff.  Here  the  army  was  disembarked, 
and  moved  down  towards  Vicksburg. 

The  gunboats  had  previously,  on  the  26th,  assaulted  the 
eight-gun  battery  on  the  bluff,  but  were  unable  to  silence  it 

In  the  meantime,  disaster  had  overtaken  Grant,  so  that 
his  co-operation  became  impossible.  Holly  Springs,  on  which 
he  partly  relied  for  supplies,  was  attacked  and  disgrace- 
fully surrendered.  This  brought  him  to  a  halt,  and  the 
rebel  forces,  that  he  expected  to  keep  back  froni  Vicksburg 
were  left  free  to  reinforce  the  place. 

Sherman,  however,  ignorant  of  all  this,  proceeded  to  carry 
out  his  part  of  the  plan,  and,  on  the  27th  day  of  December, 
advanced  with  his  accustomed  rapidity  against  the  city,  and 
before  night  drove  the  enemy  from  his  outer  lines.  For  the 
next  two  days  he  continued  to  press  the  assault,  and  on  the 
29th,  a  series  of  charges  was  made  with  a  fury  amounting 
almost  to  desperation.  "Blair's  brigade,  in  the  advance, 
emerging  from  the  cover  of  a  cypress  forest,  came  upon  an 
intricate  abattis  of  young  trees,  felled  about  three  feet  from 
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the  ground,  with  the  tops  left  interlacing  each  other  in  con- 
fusion. Beyond  the  abattis  was  a  deep  ditch,  with  quick- 
sand at  the  bottom,  and  several  feet  of  water  over  it.  Be- 
yond the  ditch  was  a  more  impenetrable  abattis  of  heavy 
timber.  All  this  was  swept  by  a  murderous  fire  from  the 
enemy's  artillery.  Yet,  through  and  over  it  all,  the  brigade 
gallantly  charged,  and  drove  the  enemy  from  his  rifle  pits 
at  the  base  of  the  center  hill,  on  which  the  city  lay.  Other 
brigades  now  came  up  in  support,  and  the  second  line  was 
carried ;  and  still  up  the  hill  pressed  the  heroic  advance." 

But  it  was  all  in  vain.  The  city  was  impregnable  to  so 
small  a  force,  and  reluctantly,  the  storming  party  yielded  up 
their  hardly  earned  conquests,  Blair's  brigade  losing  one- 
third  of  his  men  in  the  daring  assault.* 

Sherman  now  saw  it  was  a  hopeless  task,  and,  under  a  flag 
of  truce  burying  his  men,  re-embarked  his  army  and  pro- 
ceeded to  Young's  Point.  Here  McClernand  assumed  com- 
mand, and  the  army  was  divided  into  two  corps,  which  were 
placed  under  Sherman  and  Morgan.  In  announcing  the 
change  of  command,  Sherman  complimented  his  troops,  add- 
ing :  "  Ours  was  but  part  of  a  combined  movement  in  which 
others  were  to  assist.  We  were  in  time ;  unforeseen  con- 
tingencies must  have  delayed  the  others.  We  have  destroyed 
the  Shreveport  road;  we  have  attacked  Vicksburg,  and 
pushed  the  attack  as  far  as  prudence  would  justify,  and, 
having  found  it  too  strong  for  our  single  column,  we  have 
drawn  oflF  in  good  order  and  good  spirits,  ready  for  any 
new  move." 

In  the  Easi,  the  year  had  closed  disastrously  to  our  arms. 
McClellan,  after  the  Battle  of  Antietam,  rested  so  long  a  time 
on  the  north  side  of  the  Potomac,  that  the  President  and  hia 
advisers  became  impatient,  and  urged  an  immediate  advance 

*  Col.  Bowman. 
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of  the  army.     McClellan,  in  reply,  stated  that  the  troops 
Tf  ere  not  in  a  fit  condition  to  move,  that  they  lacked  clothing, 
supplies,  horses,  in  short,  could  not  march  against  the  enemy, 
with  any  prospect  of  success.     The  correspondence  between 
HcClellan  and  Halleck  at  this  time,  is  one  of  the  most  ex- 
traordinary developments  of  the  war — the  former  repeating 
lis  needs,  and  urging  that  they  be  immediately  supplied, 
»nd  the  latter,  flatly  contradicting  him,  affirming  that  he  had 
<;lothing,  horses,  everything  necessary.    That  the  Commander 
of  the  army  in  the  field,  who  had  just  saved  \Yashington 
and  won  a  great  victory,  should  not  know  what  his  troops 
stood  in  want  of — in  fact,  should  be  told,  over  and  over 
again,  that  they  had  shoes,  and  clothing,  and  horses,    right 
against  the  testimony  of  his  own  eyes,  and  the  reports  of  his 
own  officers — is  a  singular  exhibition  of  want  of  harmony 
of  action.     The  President  seemed  to  think  that  Ilalleck  was 
right,  and,  acting  in  accordance  with  the  views  of  the  latter, 
on  the  6th  of  October,  directed  that  the  army  move  at  once, 
while  the  roads  were  good.     Four  days  after,  the  rebel  Stu- 
art crossed  the  Potomac  with  eighteen  hundred  men,  on  a  raid 
into  Pennsylvania,  and  so  utterly  was  McClellan  deficient  in 
horses,  that  he  could  mount  but  eight  hundred  men  to  fol- 
low him — a  sad  comment  on  Halleck's  assertions.     It  was 
on  this  account,  that  the  rebel  force,  after  penetrating  to 
Chambersburg,  some  twenty  miles  in  rear  of  the  army,  was 
able  to  make  its  way  safely  back  to  Virginia — having  com- 
pleted the  entire  circuit  of  the  Federal  forces.    The  success- 
ful return  of  this  daring  expedition  was  a  cause  of  deep 
mortification,  and  kindled  into  greater  strength  the  general 
desire  that  McClellan  should  move  at  once  against  the  enemy. 
At  length,  he 'put  the  army  in  motion,  and  on  the  26th  of 
October,  began  to  cross  the  Potomac  at  Berlin,  designing  to 
move  parallel  with  the  Blue  Ridge,  holding  each  Gap  as  ho 
advanced — Warrenton  being  the  point  of  general  direction. 
38 
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By  the  5  th  of  November,  he  had  planted  his  head-quarters 
at  Warrenton — ^liis  army  well  in  hand,  and  ready  to  close  in 
a  great  struggle  with  the  enemy — ^when  he  received  a  tele- 
gram from  Washington,  relieving  him  from  the  command  of 
the  army,  and  ordering  him  to  turn  it  over  to  Burnside. 

The  announcement  of  this  sudden  change  of  leaders  at 
this  critical  juncture,  fell  like  a  thunderbolt  on  the  army  and 
the  nation,  and  awakened  for  a  time  the  gravest  fears  as  to 
its  result.  The  reason  given  by  Halleck — that  it  was  done 
because  McClellan  disobeyed  orders — if  the  true  one,  should 
have  caused  his  removal  a  month  before,  when,  directed 
to  move  at  once  across  the  Potomac,  he  had  delayed  until 
he  thought  he  could  do  so  with  any  prospect  of  success. 

His  parting  with  the  army  was  a  sad  one  to  him  and  the 
troops,  for  it  was  the  child  of  his  creation,  and  common 
sufferings  and  dangers  had  endeared  them  to  each  other. 
None  saw  him  leave,  with  keener  regret,  than  Burnside  him- 
self, who  did  not  wish  to  accept  the  position  forced  on  him — 
openly  declaring  that  McClellan  was  the  only  man  fit  to 
occupy  it. 

This  terminated  McClellan's  connection  with  the  army, 
and  ended  the  first  great  chapter  of  the  war.  Public  opinion 
will  always  be  more  or  less  divided  as  to  his  merits  as  a 
Commander,  and  the  partisan  character  which  the  whole 
question  at  once  assumed,  rendered  a  just  discussion  of  it 
impossible ;  and  not,  till  the  generation  to  which  he  belongs 
shall  have  passed  away,  will  his  conduct,  during  the  two  years 
and  upwards  that  he  was  at  the  head  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  be  judged  simply  by  the  rules  of  military  criticism. 
But  there  are  two  great  facts  which  do  not  admit  of  dis- 
cussion. The  first  is,  that  the  failure  of  the  Peninsular  cam- 
paign rendered  a  long  and  tedious  war  inevitable.  The 
second  is,  that  a  great  campaign  cannot  be  successfully  carried 
on,  by  a  dividec^  power  and  conflicting  counsels. 
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BATTLE   OF   FREDERICKSBURG. 

TEN  days  after  the  removal  of  McClellan,  Burnside  broke 
up  his  head-quarters,  and  eoDimenced  a  rapid  inarch  to 
Fredericksburg,  with  the  design  of  capturing  the  place  be- 
fore Lee's  main  army  could  reach  it,  and  thus  to  cut  off  his 
retreat  towards  Richmond,  and  compel  him  to  a  decisive  battle 
in  the  field.  But  the  pontoon  trains,  without  which  the 
army  could  not  cross  the  river,  did  not  arrive  from  Wash- 
ington at  the  expected  time.  Consequently,  it  lay  idly  on 
the  banks  of  the  Rappahannock  till  nearly  the  middle  of 
the  next  month.  Ample  time  was  therefore  given  to  Lee 
to  counteract  the  intended  movement,  and  make  that  which 
at  first  seemed  feasible,  an  impossibility.  Still,  Burnside 
did  not  abandon  the  project  of  taking  the  place,  and,  think- 
ing that  the  most  desperate  movement  would  be  never 
anticipated  by  the  enemy — ^viz.,  a  direct  assault  up  an  open 
slope,  upon  his  intrenched  positions,  held  by  an  ample  force^ 
with  interior  lines  equally  formidable — determined  to  hazard 
it.  The  country  back  of  Fredericksburg  rises  in  successive 
terraces,  to  the  heights  on  which  Lee's  army  lay  intrenched. 
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This  line  of  heights  curves  in  towards  the  river,  some  three 
miles  below  the  city,  where  it  is  wooded.  Here  the  right 
of  Lee's  army  rested.  At  this  point  also,  Franklin,  com- 
manding our  left  wing,  was  directed  to  cross  with  his  corps, 
and,  if  possible,  turn  the  enemy's  flank,  while  the  m.ain  army 
was  to  cross  directly  at  the  city,  and  move  in  one  grand  as- 
sault up  the  heights.  For  two  days  before  the  battle,  the 
banks  of  the  Rappahannock  presented  a  stirring  spectacle. 
The  moving  of  masses  of  troops,  the  far-echoing  notes  of 
the  bugle,  the  heavy  tramp  of  the  marching  columns,  pre- 
paratory to  the  great  "  day  of  decision,"  the  sullen  thunder 
peals  that  rolled  along  the  heights  on  either  side  of  the  river, 
dark  with  long  rows  of  cannon — combined  to  make  a  scene 
at  once  grand  and  fearful.  On  Thursday,  the  place  was 
bombarded,  in  order  to  drive  out  the  sharpshooters  who 
prevented  the  laying  of  the  pontoons,  and  a  hundred  and 
seventy-nine  guns  opened  at  once  on  the  town.  At  the 
commencement  of  this  terrific  cannonade,  that  shook  the 
shores  of  the  river  like  an  earthquake,  the  city  was  en- 
veloped in  a  dense  fog — a  spire  here  and  there,  pierc- 
ing above  the  sleeping  mass,  alone  revealing  its  locality. 
As  the  awful  bombardment  went  on,  dark  columns  of 
smoke,  shooting  fiercely  through  the  white  sea  of  mi.st, 
told  where  building  after  building  was  fired  by  the  shells. 
About  noon  the,  fog  lifted,  and,  drifting  gently  away, 
revealed  the  city  in  flames.  All  day  long,  the  deep  rever- 
berations shook  the  shore,  and  rolled  heavily  away  over  the 
trembling  eiirth,  and  when  the  blood-red  sun  went  down  in 
the  hazy  sky,  it  shed  a  lurid  light  on  field  and  river,  and 
frowning  heights,  and  miles  of  quiet  tents.  *'  As  the  air  dark- 
ened, the  red  flashes  of  the  guns  gave  a  new  effect  to  the 
scene — the  roar  of  each  report  being  preceded  by  a  fierce 
dart  of  flame,  while  the  explosion  of  each  shell  was  an- 
nounced by  a  gush  of  fire  on  the  clouds.   Towering  between 
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US  and  the  western  sky,  which  was  still  showing  its  faded 

scarlet  lining,  was  the  huge,  somber  pillar  of  grimy  smoke 

that  marked  the  burning  of  Fredericksburg.     Ascending  to 

a  vast  height,  it  bore  away  northward,  shaped  like  a  plume 

bowed  in  the  wind." 

The  guns,  however,  could  not  be  depressed  enough  to 

reach  the  houses  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  in  which  the 

sharpshooters  lay  concealed.    If  these  could  be  dislodged,  the 

pontoons  might  be  laid,  for  the  river  ran  so  deep  between 

its  banks,  that  Lee  could  not  command  it  with  his  batteries. 

To  do  this,  the  Seventh  Michigan  volunteered  to  cross 

over  in  boats,  under  the  fire  of  the  sharpshooters,  and  expel 

them  with  the  bayonet.     In  ten  boats,  holding  twenty-five  or 

tihirty  men  each,   the  regiment  pushed  off  with  a  ringing 

cjheer,  and,  pulling  straight  into  and  through  the  pattering 

"balls,   reached   the  opposite   shore.     The   Jfineteenth   and 

Twentieth  Massachusetts  followed,  and  the  rebels,  popping  up 

like  rats  from  behind  walls,  rifle  pits  and  heaps  of  rubbish, 

scampered  off  through  the  streets  of  the  city,  when  three 

pontoon  bridges  were  quickly  laid,  and  soon  shook  to  the 

tread  of  the  mighty  host. 

By  Saturday  morning,  the  13th,  the  army  was  across,  in- 
cluding Franklin's  Corps  down  the  river.  The  fog  lay  heavy 
and  still  along  the  river  and  plain,  and  shrouded  the  batteries 
in  gloom ;  yet  heavy  explosions  incessantly  shook  its  myste- 
rious bosom,  sounding  the  notes  of  preparation  to  the  mighty 
columns,  that,  wrapped  in  its  gray  mantle,  stood  in  battle 
array  on  the  further  side  of  the  river.  The  battle,  however, 
did  not  really  commence  till  nearly  noon,  when  the  order  to 
advance  was  given,  and  Couch's  Corps  moved  forward  into 
the  fire.  It  is  impossible  to  describe  the  din  and  carnage  that 
followed.  In  three  massive  columns,  our  brave  troops 
mounted  the  ascent,  but,  when  they  reached  the  second  ter- 
race, the  rebel  batteries,  with  a  rapid  and  concentrated  fire, 
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rained  shot  and  shell  in  a  ceaseless,  overwhelming  storm 
on  their  uncovered  ranks.  Horses  galloping  furiously  across 
the  plain — brigades  streaming  on  the  double-quick  through 
the  fiery  sleet,  that  made  great  gaps  in  them  as  they  passed — 
swaying  columns  bravely  endeavoring  to  breast  the  storm — 
the  ragged  front  of  battle  wildly  undulating  along  the 
slope — the  ceaseless  crash  of  cannon — all  combined  to  make 
a  scene  of  tumult  and  carnage  inconceivable,  indescribable. 
Said  Col.  Stevens,  in  his  report  to  the  Governor  of  New 
Hampshire :  "  For  three-fourths  of  an  hour,  I  stood  in  front 
of  my  regiment  on  the  brow  of  the  hill,  and  watched  the 
fire  of  the  rebel  batteries,  as  they  poured  shot  and  shell  from 
sixteen  different  points  upon  our  devoted  men  on  the  plains 
below.  It  was  a  sight  magnificently  terrible.  Every  dis- 
charge of  the  enemy's  artillery,  and  every  explosion  of  his 
shells,  was  distinctly  visible  in  the  dusky  twilight  of  that 
smoke-crowned  hill.  His  direct  and  enfilading  batteries, 
with  the  vividness,  intensity,  and  almost  the  rapidity  of  light- 
ning, hurled  the  messengers  of  death  into  the  midst  of  our 
brave  ranks,  vainly  struggling  through  the  murderous  fire 
to  gain  the  hills  and  guns  of  the  enemy."  The  dead  and 
wounded  were  borne  back  in  an  incessant  stream  to  the  city ; 
not  a  step  in  advance  was  gained ;  and  still  the  troops  were 
pressed  to  the  devastating  fire,  and  Death  held  high  carnival  in 
front  of  the  rebel  works.  ^^  Forward^  men — steady — close 
up  !  "  fell  from  firm-set  lips  that  the  next  moment  were  sealed  in 
death ;  and  deeds  of  personal  daring,  and  heroic  sacrifices  were 
made  by  regiments  and  brigades,  that  will  ever  render  them 
immortal.  But  it  was  vain  valor  and  vain  sacrifice.  Meagh- 
er's Irish  brigade,  of  heroic  renown,  was  almost  annihilated. 
Below,  down  the  river,  the  thunder  of  Franklin's  guns  could 
be  heard,  rolling  up  the  banks,  but,  after  his  first  advance^ 
the  heavy  explosions  came  from  the  same  spot,  showing  that 
he  was  making  no  progress  towards  accomplishing  the  task 
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assigned  him.     Said  the  correspondent  of  the  Cincinnati 

Commercial:  "  It  was  with  a  deep  sense  of  relief,  that  I  saw 

the  sun  go  down,  and  felt  that  in  a  little  while,  darkness 

would  put  an  end  to  the  unequal  combat.     But,  for  a  time, 

*  the  fury  of  the  fire  on  both  sides  redoubled,  as  the  discovery- 
was  made  by  the  combatant3  that  their  day's  work  was  about 
done.  For  a  half  an  hour  the  din  was  awful,  and  the  smoke 
drifted  through  the  streets  as  sometimes  in  a  city,  when  there 

*  is  a  high  wind  and  a  great  dust.  *  *  *  Franklin's  and 
Jackson's  guns  throbbed  heavily  a  few  times  on  the  left ; 
and  all  was  still  on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  save  the  rum- 
bling of  army  wagons." 

At  length,  silence  rested  along  the  crimson  heights,  and 

the  battle  was  over.     Not  a  battery  had  been  taken ;  not  a 

breastwork  carried ;  not  even  the  threshold  of  the  enemy's 

Works  reached.     Like  men  led  out  to  execution,  the  brave 

battalions  had  been  marched  forth,  only  to  be  shot  down. 

It  was  literally  a  'Afield  of  slaughter." 

Burnside,  instead  of  carrying  the  heights  of  Fredericks- 
turg,  by  a  splendid  coup-de-main^  had  walked  boldly,  un- 
suspectingly, into  a  frightful  trap,  which  closed  on  him  with 
a,  swift,  fatal  spring.     Though  no  impression  whatever  had 
teen  made  on  the  enemy's  works — showing  that  our  fright- 
ful loss  was  a  dead  loss — that  every  life  had  been  thrown 
away — yet  Burnside  wished,  the  next  morning,  to  renew 
the  attack,  but  was  prevented  by  the  remonstrance  of  some 
of  his  Generals. 

He  reported  his  loss  at  less  than  ten  thousand,  but  it  after- 
wards turned  out  to  be  double  that  number.  Lee  reported 
his  entire  loss  to  be  only  eighteen  hundred. 

The  Sanitary  Commission  was  promptly  on  the  field,  and 
again  proved  to  the  country  what  an  admirable  institution 
it  was. 
Sunday  dawned  warm  and  balmy  as  October,  and  the 


126  THE    RIVER    RECR088ED. 

birds  sang  along  the  banks  of  the  Rappahannock,  as  merrily 
as  though  no  scenes  of  death  and  carnage  had  made  them 
as  memorable  as  the  shores  of  Trasymenus. 

Some  skirmishing  and  cannonading  followed,  but  on  Mon- 
day night,  the  wearied  and  bleeding  army  was  secretly, 
silently  transported  across  the  river,  the  pontoons  taken  up — 
and  the  great  campaign  was  ended. 

The  country  was  fearfully  excited  by  this  catastrophe, 
coming  so  quickly  on  the  heels  of  McClellan's  removal,  and 
abuse  was  poured  on  the  Government  from  every  quarter, 
until  Burnside  publicly  took  the  responsibility  of  the  whole 
movement  on  himself 

Great  complaint  was  made  that  the  pontoons  were  not 
sent  forward  from  Washington,  in  time  to  meet  Burnside 
when  he  moved  from  Warrenton,  so  that  he  could  have 
crossed  at  once,  and  taken  possession  of  the  heights,  before 
the  enemy  had  time  to  occupy  them.  Hooker,  too,  thought, 
if  he  could  have  had  his  own  way,  he  might  have  seized  and 
held  them  in  advance.  There  are  always  supposed  events 
after  a  defeat,  which,  had  they  occurred,  would  have  made 
it  a  victory.  But  Lee  was  too  good  a  General  to  allow  his 
retreat  to  Richmond  to  be  cut  off  by  a  sudden  dash.  He 
showed  afterwards,  when  attacked  by  Hooker,  and  still  later, 
when  pressed  by  Grant*with  double  his  own  force,  that  nei- 
ther dash,  great  ability,  nor  overwhelming  numbers,  could 
accomplish  this  desired  object.  Still,  deeply  as  the  country 
was  mortified  at  the  defeat,  but  little  condemnation  of  Burn- 
side openly  was  heard.  His  unwillingness  to  take  chief 
command,  his  modest  appreciation  of  his  own  abilities,  his 
known  moral  worth  and  true  patriotism,  warded  off  the 
blows,  that  afterwards  fell  fierce  and  fast  on  Hooker,  who 
suffered  a  similar  defeat  near  the  same  place. 

Burnside  soon  after  planned  another  advance  movement, 
designed  to  retrieve  his  disasters,  and  had  actually  commenced 
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it,  but  heavy  rains  set  in,  which  turned  the  whole  countiy 
into  a  sea  of  mud,  and  it  was  abandoned. 

This  practically  closed  the  campaign  in  Virginia  for  the 
yea.r.  The  rebels,  some  three  thousand  strong,  crossed  the 
Rappahannock  above  Burnside,  and  attacked  Dumfries,  but 
'vr^re  repulsed. 

further   south,   but  little   was  accomplished.      General 
"^IHchell,  the  celebrated  astronomer,  who  had  abandoned  his 
q^iiet  pursuits  at  the  call  of  his  country,  and,  under  Buell, 
a.cquired  the  reputation  of  a  skillful,  energetic  General,  but 
"Was  afterwards  relieved  from  his  command,  under  the  insane 
charge  of  speculating  in  cotton,  was  sent,  early  in  the  Au- 
tumn, to  the  Southern  Department  to  take  the  place  of  Hun- 
ter.   He  immediately  infused  energy  and  life  into  affairs, 
and  great  results  were  expected  from  his  known  force  of 
character.     But  he  was  stricken  down  in  the  midst  of  his 
usefulness,  by  the  yellow  fever,  and  died  at  Beaufort  on  the 
30th  of  October.     A  pure  and  noble  man,  he  was  at  the 
outset,  so  ungenerously  treated  by  the  War  Department,  that, 
during  Cameron's  administration,  he  sent  in  his  resignation, 
but  it  was  not  accepted.     Afterwards,  though  he  had  filled 
the  land  with  his  deeds,  he  suffered  under  the  charge  of 
speculating,  and  at  last  was  sent  to  Beaufort  to  die. 

In  North  Carolina,  only  partial,  isolated  blows  were 
struck,  having  no  direct  bearing  on  any  of  the  great  cam- 
paigns. The  principal  event  which  marked  the  closing  year 
in  this  Department,  was  an  expedition  against  Kinston,  set 
on  foot  by  Foster,  with  four  brigades  under  General  Wcssels 
and  commanded  by  Colonels  Amory,  Stevenson  and  Lee.  He 
left  Newbern  on  the  8th  of  December,  and  on  the  14th,  met 
the  enemy  in  force,  under  General  Evans,  about  a  mile  from 
Kinston,  and  gave  him  battle.  The  rebels  were  beaten,  and 
retreated,  abandoning  the  town,  which  Foster  took  posses- 
sion of.     He  rendered  useless  two  heavy  guns  which  he 
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could  not  bring  off,  and  captured  four  field  pieces.  After 
destroying  the  quartermasters'  stores,  and  burning  the  bridge, 
he  proceeded  to  Whitehall.  From  thence,  he  continued  his 
course,  fighting  as  he  advanced,  till  he  came  within  eight 
miles  of  Goldsboro',  which  was  only  fifty  miles  from  Raleigh, 
the  Capital  of  the  State.  After  burning  trestle-work  and 
cars,  and  tearing  up  railroad  tracks,  and,  last  of  all,  firing 
the  bridge  over  the  Neuse,  under  the  shots  of  the  enemy, 
he  retraced  his  steps  to  Newbern — having  advanced  seventy 
or  eighty  miles  into  the  heart  of  the  State,  and  spread 
consternation  wherever  he  went.  Lieutenant  George  W. 
Graham  applied  the  torch  to  the  bridge,  under  the  fire  of  the 
enemy's  artillery  and  infantry,  and  then  saved  himself  by 
jumping  from  it. 

The  total  loss  in  the  expedition,  was  five  hundred  and 
seventy-seven.  Among  the  killed  was  Colonel  Gray,  of  the 
Ninety-sixth  New  York  regiment. 

The  sum  total  of  the  military  operations  for  the  year,  was 
not  satisfactory,  and  belied  the  promise  of  the  Government^ 
and  the  hopes  of  the  people,  that  the  war  would  be  a  short 
one. 

But  while  in  the  East,  the  New  Year  came  in  gloomily, 
in  the  West,  it  was  signaled  by  a  battle  that  inaugurated  a 
series  of  movements,  which,  in  the  end,  were  to  have  an 
important  bearing  on  the  war.  ^ 
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ROSECRANS,  who  had  succeeded  Buell  in  command  of 
the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  had  a  high  reputation 
for  energy  and  skill,  having  never  yet  been  beaten  in  a  sin- 
gle battle.  He  took  up  his  head-quarters  at  Nashville,  and 
commenced  the  reorganization  of  the  army. 

Here  he  remained,  apparently  idle,  for  two  months,  and 
the  country,  ignorant  of  the  circumstances  that  surrounded 
him,  grew  impatient.  The  usual  pressure,  which  at  the  first 
had  urged  on  McDowell,  and  which,  like  an  evil  genius,  had 
followed  every  General  since  the  war  began,  was  brought  to 
bear  on  him.  But  no  power  on  earth  could  make  him  move 
till  he  was  ready.  They  might  supersede  him,  but  could  not 
force  him  to  do  that  which  his  judgment  condemned,  if  he 
was  to  be  held  responsible  for  the  result. 

At  length,  having  settled  matters  somewhat  to  his  satisfac- 
tion in  Nashville — secured  his  communications,  and  accumu- 
lated thirty  days'  provisions,  he  determined  to  move.  A 
consultation  was  held  at  head-quarters,  on  Christmas  night, 
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which  broke  up  at  midnight.     The  army  was  to  march  in  the 
morning ;  and  as  Rosecrans,  in  parting,  took  each  commander 
by  the  hand,  he  said :  "  Spread  out  your  skirmishers  far  and 
wide !     Expose  their  nests !     Keep  fighting  I    Good  night" 
The  morning,  so  big  with  fate,  dawned  gloomily  on  the 
army — the  clouds  hung  like  a  pall  over  the  wintry  landscape — 
great  drifts  of  slowly  moving  mist  lay  along  the  valleys — 
while  the  rain  came  down  in  torrents,  that  gathered  in  pools 
in  the  road,  or  ran  in  yellow  streams  along  the  gullies.    The 
reveille,  as  it  rolled  from  camp  to  camp,  had  a  muflfled  sound 
in  the  murky  atmosphere,  and  everything  conspired  to  shed 
a  gloom  over  the  army.     But  the  soldiers  seemed  to  forget 
the  storm  in  the  excitement  of  marching  on  the  enemy,  and 
soon   the   mighty  host,  nearly  fifty  thousand  strong,  was 
sweeping  along  the  muddy  roads  and  across  the  drenched 
fields.     Thomas  led  the  center,  McCook  the  right,  and  Crit- 
tenden the  left.     About  noon,  the  clouds  broke  away  before 
a  stiff  north-west  breeze,  and  the  sun  came  out  to^lighten  up 
the  somber  landscape.     But  already  the  dropping  fire  of 
musketry,  and  now  and  then  the  boom  of  a  cannon,  told 
that  the  rebel  "nests"  were  being  "stirred  up."    All  day 
long,  the  steady  columns  toiled  on  over  the  broken  country, 
and  at  night  bivouacked  in  the  wet  fields.     But  with  dark- 
ness came  again  the  heavy  rain-clouds,  and  the  cold  storm 
beat  on  the  tired  army.     Through  the  darkness  and  storm, 
Rosecrans  with  his  escort  went  dashing  over  the  country,  in 
search  of  McCook's  head-quarters.    Their  horses'  hoofs  struck 
fire  among  the  rocks,  and  they  swung  along  at  such  a  slashing 
pace  that  one  of  his  escort  finally  exclaimed :  "  General,  this 
way  of  going  like  h — 1  over  the  rocks  will  knock  up  the 
horses."     "That's  true,"  he  replied;  "walk."    Moving  on 
more  slowly  through  the  impenetrable  blackness,  he  called 
an  orderly  and  said,  "  Go  back  and  tell  that  young  man  he 
must  not  be  profane."    Reaching  McCook's  head-quarters 
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in  Ihe  woods,  the  two  entered  a  wagon,  and  sitting  down 

on  the  bottom,  with  a  candle  between  them,  stuck  in  the 

socket  of  a  bayonet,  the  point  of  which  was  driven  into  the 

floor, .  they  consulted  together  of  the  movements  for  the 

morrow.     ^^  PusJi  them  hard  /  ^^  were  his  last  words  as  he 

arose  to  his  feet.     Emerging  from  the  wagon  between  ten 

and  eleven  o'clock,  he  exclaimed,  "  We  mount  now,  gentle- 

mea."    The  blast  of  a  bugle  suddenly  rung  through  the 

forest,  rousing  up  the  staff,  some  of  whom,  tired  with  being 

ten  hours  in  the  saddle,  were  dozing  in  their  blankets,  upon 

the  rocks  around.     To  the  "  Good  night  "  of  McCook,  Rose- 

craos  added,  "  God  bless  you !  "  and  striking  the  spurs  into 

Ws  liorse,  dashed  down  the  road,  splashing  the  mud  over 

liiffiself,  and  those  who  pressed  hard  after  him.     Losing  his 

^^y  on  his  return,  he  "  charged  impatiently  "  through  the 

^^H^cls,  in  the  vain  effort  to  find  the  right  road.    Amid  bugle 

^^Is,  and  shouts,  the  escort  got  separated  and  confused,  and 

*^t  their  leader,  who,  with  a  part  of  his  staff,  wandered  off 

^I^Ue,  and  at  length,  at  one  o'clock  in  the  morning,  reached 

^^   camp — having  been  in  the  saddle  eighteen  hours.     The 

^^l^ers  did  not  arrive  tjiere  till  two  hours  later.* 

The  next  day,  Saturday,  dawned  in  gloom,  like  the  one 
^^fore ;  the  heavy  clouds  hung  low,  and  a  pall  of  mist  wrapped 
^^e  landscape.     Slowly  and  uncertainly  the  columns  felt  their 
^ay  on,  but  at  one  o'clock  the  fog  lifted,  and  they  moved 
^ff  over  the  soft  fields  and  along  the  muddy  highways,  driv- 
ing the  enemy's  skirmishers  before  them.     It  was  uncertain 
whether  Bragg  would  make  a  decided  stand  before  he  reached 
Murfreesboro',  or  not,  and  the  whole  army  was  kept  well  in 
hand.     The  next  day,  Sunday,  was  a  day  of  rest  to  the 
main  army,  for  Rosecrans  was  averse  to  military  operations 
on  that  day,  unless  they  were  absolutely  necessary. 

♦  W.  D.  B.'s  "  Rosecrans'  Campaign  with  the  Fciirtccnth  Army  Corps." 
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Monday  morning,  before  sunrise,  the  army  was  again  in 
motion,  sweeping  across  the  country  in  splendid  order. 
About  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  a  signal  message  came 
from  General  Palmer,  in  front,  stating  that  he  was  in  sight 
of  Murfreesboro',  and  that  the  enemy  was  in  full  flight 
Rosecrans  immediately  sent  an  order  to  Crittenden  to  move 
a  division  into  the  town.  But  the  report  proved  incorrect, 
and  the  order  was  revoked,  yet  not  till  Harker,  with  his 
brigade,  had  made  a  gallant  dash  forward,  by  which  he  was 
placed  in  a  perilous  position.  He,  however,  succeeded  in 
extricating  himself  from  it  without  loss. 

That  night,  it  rained  heavily — drenching  the  soldiers  to 
their  skins,  and  making  the  ground  so  soft  that  artillery 
carriages  would  sink,  while  crossing  the  fields,  almost  to 
their  axles.  The  following  day  was  dark,  gloomy  and  de- 
pressing, and  the  soldiers  stood  shivering  in  their  lines. 
Rosecrans  was  up  at  three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  the 
columns  were  pushed  carefully  over  the  broken  ground,  and 
through  the  cedar  thickets,  towards  where  the  enemy  was 
drawn  up  in  line  of  battle.  Crittenden  moved  forward  about 
seven  o'clock,  when  the  enemy  opened  a  sharp  fire  upon 
hiuL  Rosecrans  was  standing,  at  the  time,  in  front  of  his 
head-quarters,  an  orderly  holding  his  horse  near  him,  when  a 
cannon  ball  struck  in  the  road  a  short  distance  off,  and 
bounded  away — a  second  struck  still  nearer,  a^d  a  third 
with  a  swift,  rushing  sound,  swept  past  him  almost  in  a  line, 
taking  off  the  head  of  an  orderly  in  its  flight.  His  head- 
quarters were  evidently  a  target  for  some  of  the  rebel  gun- 
ners, and  mounting,  he  rode  up  a  slope  a  little  way  off,  and 
halting  under  some  trees  near  the  road,  remained  there 
during  the  rest  of  the  day.  A  shed  was  made  by  leaning 
some  rails  on  a  pole  that  rested  in  a  couple  of  crotched  sticks, 
and  covering  them  with  india  rubber  blankets.  Here  the  staff, 
sheltered  from  the  rain,  wrote  the  orders  as  they  were  die- 
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tated  by  their  Chief.  The  dark  columns  standing  noiseless 
in  the  rain — the  swift  marching  of  others  into  position — 
bodies  of  horse  galloping  over  the  heavy  fields — the  dashing 
avray  of  orderlies  in  different  directions — the  scattering  fire 
of  musketry  now  swelling  into  full  volleys — the  heavy  boom 
of  cannon  in  front — the  bearing  back  of  wounded  officers 
on  stretchers,  and  the  certainty  of  a  great  battle  at  hand, 
combined  to  make  those  who  clustered  around  the  fire  in 
'front  of  that  rude  shelter,  serious  and  thoughtful.  Some,  at 
least,  were  so,  and  among  them  the  accomplished  Garesche, 
Chief  of  the  Staff,  who  sat  apart,  under  a  tree,  reading  "  De 
Imitatione  Christi,"  and  pondering  on  his  coming  fate.  As 
if  instinctively  to  break  the  growing  sadness  of  the  scene, 
the  Fourth  Cavalry  band  struck  up  "The  Star  Spangled 
banner,"  and  as  the  soul-stirring  strains  arose,  and  swelled 
over  the  field,  each  eye  grew  blighter,  and  each  heart  kin- 
dled with  the  fire  that  ever  warms  the  patriot's  breast. 

By  evening,  the  different  divisions  were  in  their  respective 
positions,  though  the  right  wing,  under  McCook,  had  suf- 
fered considerably  from  the  determined  resistance  of  the 
enemy. 

The  army  now  stood  with  its  left  resting  on  the  Stone 
River,  and  its  right  stretching  off  into  the  country  as  far  as 
the  Franklin  turnpike,  making  a  line  three  miles  long.  The 
farthest  brigade  on  the  extreme  right  was  Willich's,  and  was 
thrown  back  nearly  at  right  angles  to  the  main  line,  to  be 
ready  for  any  flank  movement  of  the  enemy.  The  main 
part  of  this  right  wing  occupied  a  slight  ridge,  covered  with 
woods,  with  open  ground  in  front.  At  the  foot  of  the  ridge, 
between  it  and  the  enemy,  stretched  a  valley,  varying  from 
forty  to  sixty  rods  in  width,  and  covered  with  close  cedar 
thickets  and  oak  forests.  The  center,  posted  on  a  rolling 
slope,  was  a  little  in  advance  of  the  main  line ;  while  the  left 
wing,  starting  in  a  piece  of  woods,  crossed  a  Broad  cotton 
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bis  plan,  to  checkmate  this  movement,  resolved  to  anticipate 
it,  and  instead  of  strengthening  his  right  wing,  directed  Mc- 
;^ook  simply  to  build  large  camp  fires  beyond  its  extremity, 
n  order  to  give  the  impression  to  the  enemy  that  a  fresh 
iivision  had  been  sent  there.  Whether  this  ruse  was  under- 
itood  or  not,  it  produced  no  change  in  the  rebel  plan. 

This  was  the  position  of  the  two  armies  on  the  night  of 
;he  30th  of  December.  It  had  rained  all  day,  and  the  shiv- 
ering soldiers  lay  on  the  cold  ground,  to  snatch  such  rest  as 
;hey  could  get,  before  commencing  the  terrible  work  of  the 
oiorning. 

The  right  wing  was  composed  of  three  divisions,  of  which 
Tohnson  held  the  extreme  right,  Davis  the  center  one,  and 
Sheridan  the  last,  which  joined  the  center  of  the  army. 
With  the  first  streak  of  dawn,  the  roll  of  the  drum  and 
bugle  blast  swelled  and  echoed  from  hill  to  hill  along  the 
mighty  line,  bright  with  standards  and  glittering  bayonets 
that  swayed  and  shook  for  three  miles  in  the  morning  light, 
wid  soon.  General  Van  Cleve's  division,  which  was  to .  cross 
Dver  on  our  left,  and  overwhelm  Breckenridge,  was  in  motion. 
Wood  was  to  follow  by  another  ford,  and  lapping  on  to  his 
right,  and  closing  with  him  as  he  advanced,  storm  the  heights 
beld  by  the  rebel  Commander. 

In  the  meantime,  Rosecrans  had  High  Mass  celebrated  in 
bis  tent,  and  thus  having  committed  himself  and  his  army  to 
the  God  of  battles,  he  stepped  forth  into  the  open  air.  It 
was  a  cold,  wintry  morning,  and  the  officers,  with  their  over- 
X)ats  on,  gathered  around  the  fires  that  had  been  kindled  in 
:he  field.  It  was  just  before  sunrise,  and  Rosecrans  was  listen* 
ng  anxiously  to  hear  the  artillery  along  the  heights  held  by 
Breckenridge,  when  there  suddenly  came  a  strange,  confused 
iound  from  the  extreme  right,  like  the  fearful  sweep  of  a  dis- 
ant  hurricane  rapidly  approaching.  At  intervals,  arose  the 
lull,  heavy  roar  of  cannon.  Nearer  and  ncivrer  the  noise  came. 

39 
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until  distinct  and  plain  the  rattle  of  musketry  was  heard^ 
sounding  in  the  distance  like  the  crackling  of  flames  amid 
dry  branches.  The  officers  of  the  stafiF  grew  serious  and 
alarmed,  but  Rosecrans  only  looked  up^  and  went  on  talking. 
It  was  all  going  on  as  he  expected.  McCook  was  evidently 
stubbornly  contesting  the  field,  according  to  his  instructions. 
Alas,  McCook  was  not  fighting,  but  retreating.* 

Bragg's  order  was,  that  at  daybreak  the  whole  line,  begin- 
ning at  the  extreme  left,  with  Hardee's  corps,  and  followed 
by  Polk's,  should  swing  forward  on  our  extreme  right,  and 
bear  it  back,  crumbling  it  in  the  retreat,  till  our  army  should 
stand  with  its  rear  to  the  river.  Its  communications  with 
Nashville  would  thus  be  cut  off,  and  its  destruction  sure.  In 
double  lines  they  came  on,  swift  and  terrible  as  in-rolling 
billows.  The  rebel  General  McCown  first  struck  Johnson, 
on  our  extreme  right,  who  was  wholly  unprepared  for  the 
sudden  onset,  and  crushed  him  with  a  single  blow — sweeping 
over  his  batteries  with  wild  hurrahs.  Cleburne  followed  him, 
and  striking  Davis'  division,  hurled  it  also  back  over  the 
field.  Like  a  swift  succeeding  wave.  Withers  came  next, 
and  fell  with  the  same  desperation  on  the  last  division  of  the 
right  wing,  which  was  Sheridan's.  If  this  had  given  way, 
like  the  other  two,  no  power  on  earth  could  have  saved 
Rosecrans.  His  splendid  army  was  trembling  in  the  balance, 
but  Sheridan,  though  left  solitary  and  alone  of  all  that  right 
wing,  stood  fast.  The  wave  that  burst  along  that  astonished 
line,  dissolving  it  like  frost  work,  here  met  a  rock,  and  fell 
back  in  broken  surges.  'There  was  no  surprise  here,  as  in 
Davis'  division — every  man  was  in  his  place,  and  every 
gunner  at  his  piece,  long  before  the  shock  came.  Right  in 
the  face  of  one  battery,  vomiting  forth  death,  and  through  a 
cross-fire  of  two  more,  the  hostile  column  closed  in  mass, 
and,  several  regiments  deep,  came  steadily  on.     Through 

•  W.  B.  F. 
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and  tlirougli  it,  shot  and  shell  tore  with  awful  havoc,  but 
the  great  ragged  gaps  closed  swiftly  up,  and  still  this  mass 
of  living  valor  kept  rolling  on,  until  within  pistol  shot  of 
Sill's  brigade,  when  a  sheet  of  fire  burst  in  their  very  faces. 
Nobly  did  they  attempt  to  bear  up  against  it,  but  the  head 
of  each  formation  crumbled  away  ere  it  was  completed,  and 
at  length  the  whole  broke  and  fled.  Sill  then  shouted  the 
charge ;  and  away  went  the  brigade,  with  a  thundering  cheer, 
chasing  the  enemy  to  cover,  but  its  gallant  leader  fell,  mor- 
tally wounded. 

But  unless  Sheridan  could  be  dislodged,  the  overthrow 
of  Johnson  and  Davis  would  be  of  no  avail,  and  so  the  enemy, 
rallying  again  with  fresh  forces,  came  on  more  determined 
than  ever.  At  the  same  time,  the  victorious  columns  that 
had  crushed  two  of  our  divisions  to  fragments,  now  bore  down 
on  Sheridan's  flank,  and  his  overthrow  by  the  double  onslaught 
seemed  certain.  But  instead  of  retreating,  he  moved  up  to 
Negley,  and  locking  on  to  the  center,  faced  his  troops  both 
south  and  west,  thus  presenting  two  slender  fronts  to  the  enemy. 
At  the  angle  he  placed  most  of  his  guns,  and  in  this  position 
awaited  the  onset  of  the  overwhelming  numbers.  As  they 
came  on,  those  batteries  ploughed  long  lanes  through  the 
dense  masses,  but  they  still  advanced — pushing  their  artillery 
forward,  until  the  guns  played  on  each  other,  within  close 
rifle  shot.  The  slaughter  now  was  horrible.  Three  times 
did  the  determined  enemy  advance,  and  as  often  was  com- 
pelled to  fall  back.  Said  Polk,  afterwards,  of  these  awful 
charges,  and  their  deadly  effect  on  his  troops:  ''The  horse 
of  every  oflScer  on  the  field  and  staff*  of  Vaughn's  brigade^ 
except  one,  and  the  horses  of  all  the  field  and  staff*  of  every 
regiment,  except  two,  were  killed.  The  brigade  lost  one- 
third  of  its  force." 

But  Sheridan's  ammunition  now  gave  out,  and  no  more 
could  be  got,  for  the  train  had  been  captured  iu  the  wild 
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rout  of  the  rest  of  the  wing.  Besides,  the  enemy  was  now 
all  around  him,  in  front,  flank  and  rear,  so  that  at  last  he 
also  was  compelled  to  retire,  leaving  nine  guns,  which  he 
could  not  get  through  the  dense  cedar  thickets,  in  the  hands 
of  the  rebels.  Still,  not  in  panic  or  disorder  did  his  brave, 
shattered  division  abandon  the  field — but,  with  even  ranks, 
and  colors  flying,  sullenly,  savagely,  fall  back  till  it  found 
ammunition. 

The  right  wing  was  at  last  all  gone,  and  the  onset  that  had 
borne  it  backward  now  fell  with  unbroken  fury  on  the 
center.  But  the  heroic  resistance  of  Sheridan  had  gained 
what  was  of  vital  importance — time.  As  he  was  retreating, 
thus  uncovering  the  center,  Rosecrans  arrived  on  the  field. 
He  had  staid  at  head-quarters  after  the  first  crowd  of  fugi- 
tives arrived  from  the  battle-field  with  their  story  of  defeat — 
not  believing  that  any  real  disaster  had  occurred.  But  as 
the  throng  kept  increasing,  and  the  din  swelled  louder  and 
louder,  he  strode  backward  and  forward  before  his  tent, 
with  a  disturbed,  anxious  look.  At  length,  a  staff  officer 
from  McCook  dashed  up  to  him,  asking  for  help.  "  Tell 
General  McCook,"  he  shouted  back,  "  to  contest  every  inch 
of  ground,"  and  still  continued  his  walk.  Then  came  the 
tidings  that  Sill  was  killed,  Willich  killed  or  captured,  and 
Kirk  wounded.  ^^  Never  mind;  we  must  win  the  hattle^^^ 
was  the  stern  reply.  Another  aid  now  dashed  up  on  a  gal- 
lop, asking  that  Rousseau  be  held  in  readiness.  Rousseau 
commanded  the  reserves.  This  startled  Rosecrans.  What ! 
reserves  before  the  battle  was  fairly  begun  ?  At  last,  the 
frightful  truth  must  be  squarely  met,  crushing  as  it  was,  that 
the  right  wing  was  gone,  and  the  center  fighting  a  hopeless 
battle.  ''  Tell  General  McCook  I  will  help  him !  "  he  ex- 
claimed,  and  almost  the  next  instant,  Rousseau's  brave  bat- 
talions were  moving  on  the  double-quick  across  the  field. 
Another  order  flew  to  Van  Cleve.  to  double-quick  a  brigade 
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to  the  right.     All  now  was  hot  haste — artillery  went  bound- 
ing across  the  field ;  swift  riders  galloped  hither  and  thither 
with  orders,  and  Rosecrans,  exclaiming  ^^  Mounts  genileinen^^^ 
vaulted  into  the  saddle,  and  striking  the  spurs  into  his  steed, 
launched  away  like  a  thunderbolt.     His  face  was  like  ashes, 
his  lips  closed  like  a  vice,  and  a  dangerous  light  burned  in  . 
liis  flashing  blue  eye.     His  entire  staff  and  escort  pressed 
after  him  as  he  dashed  forward  into  the  fire.     Horses  and 
riders  go  down  almost  within  reach  of  his  sword — but, 
tJhough  his  life  at  this  fearful  moment  is  worth  twenty  thousand 
ixien,  he  flings  it  without  a  moment's  hesitation  into  the  scale. 
The  fugitives  darken  the  fields,  and  the  panic-stricken  trains 
block  the  roads,  but  nothing  can  stay  his  course.     Orders 
seem  struck  like  fire  from  his  lips.     Down  Harker's  front  of 
battle,  shot  and  shell  shrieking  through  his  escort,  he  gallops, 
and  mounting  the  only  eminence  near,  draws  rein  on  the 
1;.op.     Here,  a  sight  appalling  enough  to  daunt  the  stoutest 
lieart,  meets  his  eye.     The  smoke  of  battle  rests  in  clouds 
over  the  valley  below,  rent  ever  and  anon  with  terrific  ex- 
;plosions — the  dark  cedar  thickets  are  ablaze  with  volleys — 
the  fields  are  black  with  his  broken  battalions,  among  which 
artillery  wagons  are  plunging — and  the  chaos  and  wreck  of  a 
lost  battle-field  are  all  around  him.     Seeing  a  hostile  battery 
playing  with  deadly  effect  on  Barker's  brigade,  he  shouted 
to  the  Chief  of  Artillery,   "  Silence  that  battery !  "    and 
planting  the  guns  himself,  again  galloped  off  through  a 
whirlwind  of  shot     He  was  skirting  the  edge  of  a  thicket, 
when  he  met  Sheridan  leading  back  his  diminished,  but 
compact  and  heroic  column.     The  gallant  leader,  as  he  met 
him,  pointed  back  to  it,  saying,    "  Here  is  all  that  is  left, 
General ;  we  have  no  cartridges,  and  our  guns  are  empty." 
Bosecrans  himself  directed  him  where  to  find  ammunition, 
and  in  a  few  minutes  the  brave  fellows  were  again  facing  the 
enemy. 
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By  this  time,  the  right  wing  of  the  center,  under  Negley, 
left  exposed  by  Sheridan's  retreat,  was  outflanked.  An  aid 
dashed  up  to  Thomas  with  the  startling  intelligence  that  the 
enemy  was  in  his  rear.  There  was  no  alternative,  and  Thomas, 
in  a  bitter  tone,  replied,  "  Cut  your  way  out"  "  Men,  we  must 
cut  our  way  out,"  shouts  Negley.  The  proud  Stanley  closes 
up  his  strong  battalions — the  other  commanders  catch  the 
inspiration — the  Eleventh  Michigan  and  Nineteenth  Illinois 
move  forward  with  the  bayonet,  the  Twenty-first  Ohio  does 
the  same,  and  the  victorious,  exultant  foe  is  rolled  back  in 
confusion.  The  rear  is  clear,  and  the  division  falls  steadily 
back  with  its  guns.  What  was  left  of  the  army  was  now 
swung  round,  and  stood  nearly  at  right  angles  to  its  former 
position.  The  left  still  clung  to  its  position  on  the  river, 
for  when  that  should  be  yielded,  all  would  be  gone.  Not 
like  Sheridan  must  Palmer  now  fight,  till  his  ammunition 
is  exhausted,  and  then  fall  back,  but  fight  and  die  where  l\fi 
stands.  But  with  the  falling  back  of  Negley,  the  right 
brigade  of  this  division  also  retired  for  a  space,  and  Hazen, 
commanding  the  left  extremity,  alone  held  his  ground 
Rosecrans  but  little  knew,  at  this  moment,  on  what  an 
apparently  slender  thread  the  fate  of  his  army  turned.  But, 
luckily,  Hazen  embraced  the  whole  danger  of  the  condition 
of  things.  He  knew,  if  it  came  to  the  worst,  he  must  die  thera 
It  was  not  left  to  him  to  seek  a  new  spot  on  which  to  fight 
The  enemy  also  knew  that  he  held  the  key  of  the  whole 
position,  and  fell  upon  him  with  tenfold  fury,  but  he  stood 
rooted  rock-fast  to  the  ground,  and  swept  the  deep  on-coming 
columns  with  a  wasting  fire.  But,  at  length,  his  ammunition 
gave  out,  and  he  sent  off  every  staff*  officer  for  more.  In 
the  meantime,  whether  it  came  or  not,  he  determined  that 
his  brigade  should  stand  there  and  die,  rather  than  yield. 
He  ordered  one  regiment  to  fix  bayonets,  and  another  that 
had  none,  to  club  their  muskets,  and  so  meet  the  foe.     At 
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ieng-th,  he  received  his  ammunition,  and  what  was  needed 
just  as  much,  reinforcements. 

-A.11  this  time,  Rousseau  and  Sheridan  had  maintained  a 

firrn  front.     Opening  their  lines  to  let  the  fugitives  pass 

through,  they  closed  firmly  again,  and  presented  a  solid  wall 

ott   that  broken,  tumultuous  field.     In  the  meantime,  Rose- 

crans,  galloping  from  point  to  point,  and  followed  furiously  by 

h^s  staflF  and  escort,  brought  order  out  of  confusion,  and,  in- 

^^ing  his  own  daring  spirit  into  the  troops,  rapidly  formed 

*  new  line  of  battle.     He  massed  six  batteries  on  the  only 

commanding  eminence  near,  which  swept  all  the  space  over 

Trhich   the   enemy  must  advance.     The   sun   was  shining 

brightly,  and  his  beams  revealed  a  waving  forest  of  steel,  as 

the  long  and  glittering  lines  of  the  enemy,  rank  upon  rank, 

came  with  awful  splendor   over  the  broken  fields.     The 

movement  of  the  columns  was  swift  but  steady,  and  many  a 

heart  stood  still,  or  trembled  at  what  might  be  the  issue  in 

the  coming  shock.     Rosecrans  knew  his  army  was  at  stake, ' 

but,  wound  up  to  that  pitch  of  lofty  daring  which  defies  fate 

itself,  he  awaited  it  without  change  of  countenance.     As  the 

enemy  came  on,  in  magnificent  order,  those  six  batteries 

opened  like  the  very  jaws  of  Hell,  and  out  of  them  poured 

a  wild  torrent  of  fire  and  death  on  the  astonished  enemy. 

Rent  and  distorted,  still  the  columns  reeled  forward,  bent 

on  victory.     Rosecrans  sat  on  his  horse  a  moment,  to  watch 

the  efiect  of  this  horrible  fire,  and  then  dashed  down  to 

Beatty's  brigade,  which  lay  on  the  ground  in  the  plain  below. 

Spurring  up  to  the  very  edge  of  the  line  over  which  the 

shot  were  sweeping  like  a  hail  storm,  he  cried,  ''  Now,  let 

the  whole  line   charge!     Charge  home!^^      Springing  to 

their  feet  with  a  shout  that  rose  over  the  wild  din,  they 

hurled  themselves  on  the  enemy.     The  staff  officers,  catching 

the  enthusiasm  of  their  Chief,  flung  themselves  along  the 

line,  with  loud  cheers,  and  caps  waving  in  the  air.     Before 


142  THE    VICTORY. 

that  fierce  onset,  the  rebel  line,  as  it  struggles  to  bear  up 
against  it,  halts,  and  shakes  like  a  huge  curtain  over  the  field — 
then  crumbles  to  pieces  and  disappears.  ''  There  they  go," 
shouted  Rosecrans ;  '^  now  drive  them  home !  "  They  did 
drive  them  home,  leaving  the  earth  piled  with  dead.  This 
was  the  turning  point  of  the  battle,  and  the  whole  line  at 
once  advanced 

But,  though  ^repulsed,  the  enemy  did  not  abandon  the 
contest.  Re-forming  his  lines,  with  every  reserve  brought 
up,  he  again  advanced  in  imposing  array;  but  Rosecrans 
had  now  completed  his  line  of  battle,  and  neither  numbers 
nor  reckless  daring  could  force  it.  About  four  o'clock,  Bragg 
made  his  last  attempt,  and  this  time  it  was  chiefly  directed 
against  Palmer's  division,  on  the  river.  But  Hazen,  with  hig 
immortal  thirteen  hundred,  still  held  the  ground  to  which  they 
had  clung  with  such  marvelous  tenacity  during  the  day ; 
and  there,  too,  were  the  heroic  Grose,  Schaeffer,  Hascall 
and  Wagner,  equally  determined  to  hold  that  vital  position 
to  the  last.  Says  Hazen,  in  his  report :  "  About  four  o'clock, 
the  enemy  again  advanced  upon  my  front,  in  two  lines.  The 
battle  had  hushed,  and  the  dreadful  splendor  of  this  advance 
can  only  be  conceived,  as  all  description  must  fall  vastly 
short.  His  right  was  even  with  my  left,  and  his  left  was  lost 
in  the  distance. "  But  this  proud  array  had  lost  its  strength ; 
the  confidence  of  victory  was  wanting,  and  at  the  first 
volley  it  wheeled  and  disappeared. 

For  a  time,  the  heavy  boom  of  cannon  rolled  over  the 
field,  and,  here  and  there,  volleys  of  musketry  showed  that 
detachments  were  still  fighting;  yet,  at  sunset,  the  battle 
wa3  over.  As  the  blazing  orb  sank  to  rest,  his  last  look  fell 
oi^a  ghastly  spectacle.  The  earth,  torn,  trampled  and  red, 
lay  piled  with  thousands  upon  thousands — some,  still  and 
calm,  as  if  in  sleep,  bthers  mangled  and  blown  into  frag- 
ments, while  bleeding  arms  and  legs,  without  owners,  lay 
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scattered  on  every  side.  Dead  horses  and  shattered  gun- 
carriages  helped  to  swell  the  frightful  wreck,  over  which 
darkness^  in  mercy,  soon  drew  its  pall.  Among  the  dead, 
was  the  young,  accomplished,  modest,  yet  lion-hearted  Chief 
of  the  Staff,  Garesche.  He  had  never  left  the  side  of  his 
Chief  all  day,  wearing  not  merely  a  calm,  but  a  gay  and 
smiling  air,  through  the  wildest  storm  of  battle.  In  the  last 
attack,  as  Rosecrans  dashed  down  the  line,  to  throw  the 
weight  of  his  presence  into  the  fight,  a  shell  shrieking  by 
him,  in  its  flight  struck  Garesche  in  the  head,  carrying  away 
all  but  the  under  jaw — and  the  spouting  trunk,  inclining 
gently  from  the  saddle,  fell  headlong  to  the  earth. 

That  night,  there  was  a  meeting  of  the  Generals  at  head- 
quarters. All  acknowledged  that  the  prospect  looked  gloomy 
enough.  The  enemy  was  only  arrested,  not  beaten.  He  still 
held  two-thirds  of  the  battle-field,  and  had  in  his  hands 
one-fifth  of  all  our  artillery.  Seven  brigadier-generals,  and 
twenty  colonels  and  lieutenant-colonels,  were  killed  or  miss- 
ing. The  rebel  cavalry  had  gained  the  rear,  and  it  was 
uncertain  if  another  pound  of  supplies  or  ammunition  could 
reach  the  army ;  while  seven  thousand  men,  or  one-sixth  of 
the  whole  army,  had  disappeared  from  the  field.  The  enemy, 
every  one  thought,  would  renew  the  attack  in  the  morning. 
But  Rosecrans,  finding  that  he  had  ammunition  enough  on 
hand  for  another  battle,  made  up  his  mind  to  fight  it  on 
that  very  spot.  Mounting  his  horse,  he  rode  to  the  rear 
to  examine  the  country,  and  on  returning,  said,  "  Gentlemen^ 
we  conquer  or  die  right  here  !  "  It  was  a  clear,  cold  Decem- 
ber night,  but,  about  midnight,  the  heavens  became  overcast, 
and  the  bitter  rain  came  pitilessly  down  on  the  weary  ranks, 
and  on  the  dead  and  wounded  that  burdened  the  field.    ♦ 

Making  some  slight  changes  in  his  line  of  battle,  and  falling 
back  a  short  distance  to  a  better  position,  Rosecrans  waited 
the  developments  of  the  coming  morning. 
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But  the  enemy  had  been  too  severely  punished  to  risk 
another  determined  attack,  though,  during  the  latter  part 
of  the  day,  there  was  some  heavy  artillery  firing.  In  the 
morning,  Beatty  had  been  sent  across  the  river  with  two 
brigades  of  Van  Cleve's  division,  and  occupied  a  hill  com- 
manding the  upper  ford. 

Bragg,  seeing  that  delay  only  increased  the  difficulties 
before  him,  determined,  on  the  next  day  to  make  another 
bold  attempt  to  secure  a  complete  victory.  This  time,  his 
attack  was  directed  against  the  left.  About  three  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  a  double  line  of  skirmishers  was  seen  to 
advance  from  the  woods  in  front  of  Breckenridge's  position, 
and  move  across  the  fields.  Behind  them,  came  heavy 
columns  of  infantry,  and  it  was  evident  the  rebel  right  wing 
was  bearing  down  on  the  small  body  of  troops  that  had 
crossed  the  river  the  day  before.  It  passed  the  open  cotton 
fields  in  three  heavy  lines  of  battle — the  first  column,  in 
three  ranks,  six  men  deep — the  second  supporting  the  first — 
and  the  reserve  column  last.  Three  batteries  accompanied 
this  imposing  mass,  as  it  came  down  in  splendid  order. 
White  pufis  of  smoke  soon  shot  out  from  the  hill-side ;  our 
single  battery  responded,  and  the  roar  of  guns  shook  the 
shores  of  the  stream.  At  first,  they  came  on  with  steady 
step  and  even  front,  and  then,  like  a  swollen  torrent,  flung 
themselves  forward  on  that  portion  of  Van  Cleve's  division 
which  was  across  the  river,  and  bore  it  back  and  over  the  stream 
to  the  main  body.  But  Rosecrans  was  prepared  for  this  move- 
ment— in  fact,  when  it  occurred,  was  about  to  execute  his  orig- 
inal plan,  and  swing  his  left  against  Breckenridge.  He  hastily 
massed  fifty-eight  cannon  on  an  eminence,  where  they  could 
completely  enfilade  the  successive  columns  as  they  advanced. 
Their  opening  roar  was  terrific,  and  the  crash  of  the  iron 
storm,  through  the  thick-set  ranks,  was  overwhelming.  It 
was  madness  to  face  it,  yet  the  rebel  columns  closed  up  and 
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pressed  on ;  but,  as  they  came  within  close  range  of  our  mus- 
ketry, the  line  suddenly  seemed  to  shrivel  up  like  a  piece  of 
parchment,  in  the  fire  that  met  it  Yet,  pushed  on  and  cheered 
by  the  rear  lines,  the  ranks  endeavored  to  bear  up  against  it 
and  advance,  but  again  halted ;  while  oflBcers,  v/ith  waving  caps 
and  flashing  swords,  galloped  along  the  lines,  and  still  urged 
them  on.  They  had  now  got  so  near  that  the  men  could  be 
seen  to  topple  over  separately,  before  the  volleys.  A  third  and 
last  time,  they  staggered  forward,  the  foremost  ranks  reaching 
even  to  the  water's  edge.  But  here  they  stopped — it  was 
like  charging  down  the  red  mouth  of  a  volcano.  Balancing 
a  moment  on  the  edge  of  battle,  they  broke  and  fled.  With 
a  wild  and  thrilling  shout,  our  troops  sprung  to  their  feet, 
and  charged  forward  with  the  bayonet — dashing  like  mad- 
men through  the  stream.  They  chased  the  flying  foe  for  a  half 
a  mile,  cheering  as  they  charged,  their  cheers  caught  up  by 
those  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  and  sent  back  with 
increased  volume  and  power.  Darkness  ended  the  fight, 
and  Crittenden's  entire  corps  passed  over,  and,  with  Davis, 
occupied  the  ground  so  gallantly  won. 

That  night,  the  rain  again  set  in,  and  at  daylight  next 
morning,  it  was  coming  down  in  torrents,  so  that  the  camps 
and  roads  were  soon  one  vast  field  of  mud,  rendering  the 
movement  of  artillery  impossible.  Some  sharp-shooting 
during  the  day,  and  a  dash  at  night  by  two  regiments  from 
Rousseaa's  division,  clearing  the  woods  in  front,  comprised 
the  fighting  of  Saturday. 

That  night,  Bragg  evacuated  Murfreesboro,  and  next 
morning,  I^osecrans  spent  an  hour  at  "  High  Mass,"  giving 
glory  to  God  for  the  victory.  It  was,  however,  dearly 
"bought  He  had  lost,  in  killed  and  wounded,  nearly  nine 
thousand  men,  or  a  fifth  of  his  entire  army.  He  had  lost, 
besides,  fifty  pieces  of  artillery,  for  which  he  had  only  a  few 
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captured  pieces  to  show  in  return.    He  had  gained  the 
position,  and  that  was  all. 

The  army  now  settled  down  into  camp  life,  and  no  attempt 
to  follow  up  the  enemy  was  made  for  nearly  six  months,  or 
till  the  latter  part  of  June.  He  then  moved  forward, 
Bragg  retreating  as  he  advanced,  and  abandoning  the  strong 
position  of  TuUahoma,  rather  than  risk  a  battle.  Detached 
portions  of  the  army  occasionally  came  in  collision,  in  which 
the  rebels  were  invariably  worsted,  losing  many  prisoners. 
Bragg  finally  took  refuge  in  Chattanooga,  a  place  immensely 
strong  by  nature,  and  made  still  more  so  by  art 
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T  M  MEDIATELY  after  the  failure  of  Sherman's  attack  on 

•*^        Vicksburg,  McClernand,  who,  we  have  seen,  assumed 

^^Oitnand  of  the  army,  on  the  4th  of  January,  at  Milliken's 

^^Ji^set  sail  for  Fort  Hindman,  or  Arkansas  Post,  on  the 

'^^Ivansas  River,  which  was  considered  the  key  to  Little 

*^Ock,  the  Capital  of  the  State,  and  to  the  extensive  country 

*^onx  which   hostile  detachments  were   constantly  sent   to 

^P^irate  along  the  Mississippi  River.     Admiral  Porter,  with 

thr^^  iron-clads  and  a  fleet  of  light-draft  gunboats,  accompa- 

^^cl  the  expedition,  to  co-operate  with  the  land  forces  in 

^^     attack  on  the  fort,  which  was  known  to  be  a  strong  one, 

^^^  well  garrisoned.     The  fleet  reached  the  mouth  of  the 

^>^  ite  River  on  the  8th^     Ascending  this  mere  ribbon  of 

r,  enclosed  by  a  dense,  silent  forest,  from  which  the 

J  moss  hung  in  huge  festoons,  it  came  at  length  to  the 

Xit  off,"   and  passed  into  the  Arkansas  River.     Slowly 

Ting  up  this  stream,  with  only  here  and  there  a  wretched 

■^^^^itation,  or  a  sunken  scow,  to  break  the  solitude,  the  fleet 

^^titiously  approached  the  rebel  position,  which  was  hid  from 

"^^^w  by  a  bend  in  the  river.     Here  it  lay  all  night,  flooded 

^y  the  mild  moonlight,  while,  inland,  the  air  resounded  with 
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the  ceaseless  strokes  of  the  axe,  showing  that  the  enemy 
were  busy  in  obstructing  all  the  roads  that  led  to  the  place. 
At  daylight,  the  troops  began  to  disembark,  and  form  on 
the  high  banks.  The  first  line  of  rebel  works  was  only  a 
half  a  mile  distant,  and  soon,  the  fire  of  the  skirmishers 
echoed  along  the  stream.  The  country  was  entirely  unknown 
to  McClernaud,  and  all  day,  Saturday,  was  spent  in  marching 
and  countermarching,  to  avoid  impassable  swamps  and 
bayous ;  and  so  night  found  the  army  still  struggling  to  get 
into  position  before  the  place.  Part  of  the  army  passed  most 
of  the  cold  January  night  in  moving  forward,  while  the  remain- 
der dragged  it  out  without  fire  or  tents.  Sunday  morning, 
however,  dawned  bright  and  cheerful,  and,  by  ten  o'clock, 
both  corps  of  the  army  were  in  position,  having  completely 
invested  the  place.  At  noon,  McClernand  sent  word  to 
Porter  that  he  was  ready  to  attack,  and,  an  hour  later,  the 
gunboats  gallantly  moved  up  to  within  four  hundred  yards 
of  the  rebel  works,  and  opened  fire.  The  garrison  replied, 
but  the  tremendous  concentric  fire  from  the  river  and  land 
batteries  gradually  overwhelmed  that  of  the  fort,  and,  one 
by  one,  its  guns  grew  silent,  until,  at  length,  they  ceased  to 
respond  altogether.  McClernand,  who  had  fought  his  way 
steadily  forward,  now  ordered  a  general  assault  along  the 
whole  line,  but,  before  it  could  be  effected,  a  white  flag  was 
raised,  and  the  place  was  ours.  Seven  stand  of  colors,  five 
thousand  prisoners,  seventeen  pieces  of  cannon,  besides  small 
arms  and  munitions  of  war,  were  the  fruits  of  this  victory.  Our 
total  loss  was  a  little  under  a  thousand.  Morgan  was  assigned 
to  the  command  of  the  place,  but  immediately  turned  it  over 
to  General  A.  J.  Smith,  as  an  honor  due  to  him,  for  the  gallant 
manner  in  which  his  division  had  borne  the  brunt  of  the  conflict 
The  brigade  of  Burbridge  especially  distinguished  itself. 
General  Grant  now  assumed  immediate  command  of  all 
the  forces  in  his  Department,  and  began  to  work  seriously 
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for  tlic  reduction  of  Vicksburg.  Being  convinced,  from 
'  the  result  of  Sherman's  operations,  that  it  could  not  be 
taken  from  the  north  side,  he  determined  to  get  below  it, 
and  advance  from  the  south.  For  this  purpose,  he  concen- 
trated his  entire  army,  on  the  last  of  the  month,  at  Milliken's 
Bend,  on  the  west  shore,  just  above  the  place,  and  at  Young's 
Point,  a  little  further  down,  and  opposite  the  city. 

Vicksburg  lies  on  the  eastern  shore  of  the  Mississippi,  on 

a  tigh  bluff,  and  near  the  point  of  a  great  bend  in  the  river. 

General  Williams  had  endeavored,  the  year  before,  to  cut  a 

^^3^al  across  this  bend,  through  which  the  boats  could  pass,  and 

g^t  below  without  coming  under  the  fire  of  the  batteries.    A 

fl^ot  could  not  come  up  from  New  Orleans,  on  account  of 

^ort  Hudson,  where  the  rebels  had  been  allowed  to  erect 

strong  fortifications,  the  previous  year,  though  Porter  had 

^^'^ised  the  Government  of  what  was  going  on,  and  had 

^^Scid  the  vital  importance  of  putting  a  stop  to  it.     He  even 

^"^x*ed,  with  a  thousand  men,  to  occupy  the  place  himself, 

*^^    hold  it,  with  the  aid  of  his  gunboats.     But  the  year 

^^2  was  a  year  of  blunders  on  the  part  of  the  War  De- 

P^^trment,  and  of  great  disasters  in  the  field.     The  Army 

^  ^lie  Potomac  had  been  driven  from  Richmond,  on  the  one 

.  ^txd^  and  from  the  Rapidan,  on  the  other,  and  shattered 

J'^^o  fragments   on  the  heights   of  Fredericksburg;    Buell 

^^  been  forced  back  from  Chattanooga  to  Nashville,  and 

^^Tgan  compelled  to  evacuate  Cumberland  Gap;   and,  to 

^*^ose  up  the  sad  record.  Port  Hudson  had  been  allowed  to 

'^^come  well-nigh  impregnable. 

Grant  now  sat  down  to  the  tedious  work  of  completing 
this  canal,  and  turning  the  Mississippi  into  it ;  and  the  spade 
and  pick  took  the  place  of  the  musket  and  sword.  For  six 
weeks,  his  splendid  army  lay  idle  here,  as  if  on  purpose  to 
bring  the  people  to  the  stool  of  repentance,  for  having,  in 
their  pride,  attempted  to  cast  ridicule  on  the  spade,  as  an 
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instrument  unworthy  of  the  soldier.     Week  after  week,  the 
only  report  that  greeted  the  country  was,  **  Digging  stilL" 

While  these  events  had  been  passing  on  the  Mississippi, 
the  rebels  had  made  another  advance  into  Missouri.  On  the 
8th  of  January,  Marmaduke,  with  a  heavy  force,  attacked 
Springfield,  occupied  by  General  Brown,  who  commanded 
the  South-west  Department  of  Missouri.  The  forces  of  the 
latter  were  very  much  scattered,  so  that  not  over  fifteen 
hundred  men,  at  this  time,  held  the  place.  The  attack  com- 
menced at  one  o'clock,  and  was  pressed  with  fierce  deter- 
mination for  five  hours,  when  the  enemy  fell  back.  General 
Brown,  while  gallantly  charging  at  the  head  of  his  body- 
guard, to  encourage  a  regiment  that  had  given  way,  was 
severely  wounded,  and  the  command  devolved  on  Colonel 
Crabbe,  of  the  Nineteenth  Iowa.  Our  total  loss  was  one 
hundred  and  sixty-two — that  of  the  enemy  much  larger. 

General  Brown,  when  he  found  himself  menaced  by  a 
superior  force,  telegraphed  to  Major-General  Curtis  for  help, 
and,  on  the  9th,  a  part  of  Warren's  brigade,  under  Colonel 
Merrill,  started  from  Houston  on  a  forced  march  for  Spring- 
field. By  eight  o'clock  that  evening,  they  had  reached 
Beaver  Creek,  twenty-two  miles  distant.  Resting  here  for 
four  hours,  the'gallant  eight  hundred  again  started,  at  mid- 
night, reaching  the  vicinity  of  Hartsville  just  as  the  wintry 
morning  was  breaking.  Starting  again,  in  the  afternoon, 
they  pushed  on  as  far  as  Wood's  Creek,  when,  learning  that 
the  enemy  was  trying  to  get  in  their  rear,  the  little  force 
fell  back  to  Hartsville.  Here,  the  enemy,  who  had  been 
foiled  in  their  assault  on  Springfield,  fell  suddenly  upon  it, 
to  overwhelm  it  before  succor  could  arrive.  But,  though 
fearfully  outnumbered,  the  little  band  gallantly  held  its 
ground,  and  at  length  forced  the  enemy  to  abandon  his 
design.  Very  heavy  marching  was  done  by  the  men — the 
Twenty-first  Iowa,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dunlap,  having 
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marched  one  hundred  miles,  through  mud  and  rain,  between 
Friday  afternoon  and  Monday  morning,  and,  in  the  meantime, 
foug-ht  two  battles. 

Ttere  were  other  engagements  between  small  detachments 
in  tliis  State  and  Arkansas,  during  this  and  the  following 
months,  but  no  action  of  any  importance  occurred. 

^Vn   expedition   up   the   White    River,    under  John   G. 

W^a^lker,  captured  some  guns;   and  another,  under  Colonel 

Eliot,  up  the  Red  River,  with  the  ram.  Queen  of  the  West, 

tooT^  three  rebel  transport  steamers.     But,  on  February  14th, 

^te   ram  run  aground,  at  Gordon's  Landing,  in  full  range  of 

^  rol)cl  battery,  which  poured  in  so  destructive  a  fire  that 

^t     liad   to   be   abandoned.     This  was  not   the  only  naval 

disaster  we  met  with  in  the  South-west,  in  the  latter  part 

^^   this  year,  and  the  commencement  of  1863.     A  Confed- 

^^ute  steamer,  fitted  out  in  England,  and  called  the  Alabama, 

"^Mch  had  been  destroying  our  commerce  for  some  time, 

^ti  the  7th  of  December,  seized  the  California  steamer  Ariel, 

^n  her  way  to  Aspinwall. 

A  sadder  disaster  still,  befell  the  fleet  under  Commodore 
*ell,  which  was  blockading  the  port  of  Galveston.  On  the 
llth  of  January,  in  the  afternoon,  a  strange  sail  was  reported 
in  the  oflfing,  and  the  steamer  Hatteras,  Lieutenant  Blake 
commanding,  was  signaled,  from  the  flag-ship  Brooklyn,  to 
give  chase.  After  dark,  he  came  up  with  the  stranger,  and 
hailed  him,  asking  the  name  of  the  steamer.  "  Her  Brittanic 
Majesty's  ship  Vixen,"  was  the  reply.  Blake  then  said  he 
would  send  a  boat  aboard.  The  next  minute,  however,  even 
while  the  boatswain's  whistle  was  ringing,  came  the  shout, 
"  We  are  the  Confederate  steamer  Alabama,"  accompanied 
with  a  stunning  broadside.  Blake,  who  from  the  first  had  been 
suspicious  that  the  stranger  was  the  Alabama,  was  prepared 
for  an  attack,  and  immediately  returned  it.  But  he  could 
throw  but  ninety-four  pounds,  to  the  rebel's  three  hundred 
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and  twenty-four.  Knowing  his  vessel  could  not  stand  this 
unequal  fire  many  minutes,  he  determined  to  close  with  his 
antagonist,  and  steamed  straight  towards  her.  But  the  rebel 
commander  knew  his  advantage,  and,  avoiding  the  blow, 
poured  in  his  terrific  broadsides  at  the  distance  of  thirty 
yards.  Thus,  witliin  pistol  shot,  Blake  was  compelled  to 
fight  the  unequal  battle.  Nothing  daunted,  however,  he 
cried,  "  Give  it  to  them,  my  boys,  give  it  to  them  ;  the  Stars 
and  Stripes  must  never  come  down!" — to  which,  three 
hearty  cheers  responded.  But  what  was  such  a  frail  thing 
as  the  Hatteras,  before  the  one-hundred-pound  shot  and 
eight-inch  shells  of  the  privateer,  delivered  within  thirty 
yards  ?  In  a  few  minutes,  her  engines  were  a  wreck,  and 
she  was  on  fire  in  two  different  places.  "  Drown  the  maga- 
zine," Avas  the  quick  order,  but  the  enemy  was  doing  that 
for  her,  for  she  had  then  seven  feet  of  water  in  her  hold. 
It  was  a  short  fight,  and,  in  a  few  minutes,  the  Hatteras  lay, 
a  helpless  wreck,  on  the  water.  Still,  her  gallant  Commander 
fought  on,  hoping  against  hope,  for  he  could  not  bear  to 
strike  his  flag.  But  it  was  all  in  vain.  The  report  came  that 
the  vessel  was  sinking,  and  he  reluctantly  gave  the  order  to 
fire  a  lee  gun,  in  token  of  surrender.  In  ten  minutes  after 
the  crew  were  got  aboard  of  the  Alabama,  the  Hatteras, 
•with  one  heavy  lurch,  went  to  the  bottom.  Blake  lost  his^ 
vessel,  but  not  his  honor,  for  a  more  gallant  fight,  against 
hopeless  odds,  was  never  waged  on  the  water. 

la  the  latter  part  of  the  month,  the  ship-of-war  Morning* 
Light,  and  the  schooner  Velocity,  blockading  the  Sabine 
Pass,  Texas,  were  surprised  by  two  rebel  steamers,  and  cap- 
tured. These  naval  successes  of  the  enemy,  caused  much 
chagrin  and  complaint 

The  activity  which  characterized  the  opening  year,  along 
the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  extended  also  to  the  Department 
of  the  Gulf. 
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Banks,  as  before  stated,  was  appointed  to  supersede  But- 
ler,  in  the  command  of  the  Department  of  the  Gulf,  in 
December.     The  duties  devolving  upon  him  were  of  a  deli- 
cate nature,  for  both  the  people  of  Louisiana  and  the  North 
^ere  divided  in  their  views  respecting  the  course  that  should 
be  adopted.     The  enemies  of  Butler  expected  a  more  con- 
ciliatory course  than  the  one  he  had  pursued,  while  his  friends 
stood  prepared  to  denounce  the  first  act  of  leniency,  as  certain 
^^  produce  disastrous  results.     Hence,  Banks'  conduct  was 
closely  watched,  and,  as  the  result,  misrepresented  on  both 
sides.    Ilis  old  friends  at  the  North  began  to  denounce  him, 
l^^t  he  kept  on  in  the  even  tenor  of  his  way.     The  wisdom 
^f  his  course,  however,  soon  became  apparent,  for,  while  he 
allayed  vindictive  passions,  he  at  the  same  time  showed  that 
"^  xvould  hold  the  reins  of  government  with  a  firm  hand. 

The  troops  under  his  command  constituted  the  Nineteenth 

-^rrriy  Corps,  and  much  was  expected  of  him  from  his  known 

enterprise  and  energy.     His  first  movement  was  to  send 

^  Lionel  Burr  ill,  with  a  detachment  of  troops,  into  Texas, 

'^Ixo,  on  the  24th  of  the  month,  took  possession  of  Galveston. 

^^t,  in  a  week,  it  was  recaptured  by  the  enemy,  and  Colonel 

^^rrill  and  his  two  hundred  and  sixty  men  killed  or  taken 

P^^^oners.     At  the  same  time,  the  rebels  sent  three  powerful 

^*^s  against  our  vessels  in  the  bay,  and,  after  a  short,  fierce 

'S'Vit,  captured  the  Harriet  Lane,  and  compelled  the  Com- 

^^^nder  of  the  flag-ship,  Westfield,  to  blow  her  up,  in  order 

^      "prevent  her  falling  into  their  hands. 

C)n  the  11th  of  January,  he  sent  General  Weitzel,  with  a 

*^^  d  force,  across  Berwick  Bay  to  Bayou  Teche,  accompanied 

"^   gunboats  commanded  by   Lieutenant  Buchanan.     The 

^^^my  stationed  here  was  attacked,  on  the  14th,  and  the 

^^^1  gunboat  Cotton  so  disabled  that  her  Commander  blew 

■^^^  up.     The  loss  of  the  land  force  was  about  thirty,  while 

^veral  were  killed  on  the  gunboats,  and  among  them  the 
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gallant  Commander,  Buchanan,  who  steamed  to  the  fronl 
with  his  vessel,  and  fought  with  the  greatest  intrepidity. 

In  the  Spring,  while  Grant  was  endeavoring  to  get  belo\i 
Vicksburg,  Banks  planned  an  extensive  expedition  into  "  The 
Attakapas  Country,"  the  garden  of  Louisiana,  and  which  the 
rebels  held  in  force.  Berwick  City,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Atchafalaya  River,  was  selected  as  the  starting  point  of  the 
army,  which  was  to  move  up  the  Teche  River,  strongh 
fortified,  and  protected  by  rebel  gunboats.  On  the  11th  ol 
April,  the  main  column,  commanded  by  Banks  in  person 
took  up  its  line  of  march  from  Berwick  City,  while  Grover 
with  his  division,  moved  up  the  Atchafalaya  in  transports,  fo 
the  purpose  of  passing  into  Grand  Lake — which  approachec 
the  Teche  above  the  fortifications  of  the  enemy — and  thu 
cutting  off  his  retreat.  On  Sunday,  Banks  came  upon  the  rebe 
works,  stretching  along  the  shores  on  both  sides  of  the  rivei 
and  guarded  by  the  gunboat  Diana.  A  heavy  ai'tillery  figb 
followed,  which  lasted  till  dark.  It  was  renewed  the  next  daj 
and  soon  the  gunboat  was  compelled  to  retire  up-streair 
In  the  meantime,  Grover  was  steadily  moving  around  the 
rebels,  to  the  east,  who,  finding  themselves  threatened  k 
the  rear,  hastily  retreated,  leaving  two  thousand  prisoners 
in  our  hands.  Banks  then  resumed  his  march,  and,  on  the 
20th,  reached  Opelousas,  a  hundred  and  eighty  miles  from 
New  Orleans,  and  only  seventy-five  from  the  Red  River,  the 
point  at  which  he  was  aiming.  Alexandria,  an  important 
and  strongly  fortified  place  upon  it,  Avas  at  length  reached, 
on  the  8th  of  May,  but  not  until  it  had  surrendered  tc 
Admiral  Porter,  who,  acting  in  conjunction  with  Banks,  had 
advanced  against  it  with  his  gunboats.  The  latter  imme- 
diately assumed  command.  Having  marched  two  hundred 
miles,  through  the  enemy's  country,  without  meeting  with  a 
single  repulse,  after  giving  his  army  a  short  rest  he  moved 
down  on  Port  Iludson  from  the  north. 
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^^IvSBURG  CAMPAIGN — THE  ATTEMPTS  TO  GET   IN   REAR    OF    HAINES'  BLUFF 

^AKE   PROVIDENCE    ROUTE MOON    LAKE    ROUTE STEELk's  BAYOU    ROUTE 

^OLD  RESOLVE  TO  RUN  TUB  BATTERIES THE  MARCH  INLAND— THE  BATTERIES 

^IS- — DIFFICULTIES    OF  THE  MARCH NEW  CARTHAGE — GRAND  GULF PORT 

OIBSON GRAND    RESOLVE    OF    GRANT — TUB    MARCH     INLAND BATTLES     OF 

RAYMOND,  JACKSON,  CHAMPION^S  HILL,  BLACKWATER VICKSBURO   INVESTED 

— FIRST  ASSAULT SECOND  ASSAULT ACTION  OF  THE  GUNBOATS. 

^TTE  left  Grant,  early  in  the  Spring,  attempting  to  get 

V  V       below  Vicksburg,  by  means  of  the  canal  dug  the 

^ear  before,  by  General  Williams.     This  scheme  proving 

5:ibortive,  as  sufficient  water  could  not  be  got  into  the  ditch, 

Xie  started  another  project.     About   seventy  miles   above 

"Vicksburg,  and  some  five  miles  west  of  the  Mississippi  River, 

lies  Lake  Providence,  which  empties  itself  through  a  bayou, 

filled  with  snags,  into  Swan  Lake;  this  in  turn  sends  its 

waters  southward,  through  a  long,  winding  stream  called  the 

Tensas  River,  into  the  Black  River,  the  last  flowing  on  into 

the  Red  River,  which  effects  a  junction  with  the  Mississippi 

below  Natchez.     The  whole  route  was  about  a  hundred  and 

fifty  miles  in  length.     A  canal  five  miles  long  had  to  be  cut 

through  a  morass,  the  shallows  to  be  dug  out,  the  snags 

removed,  and  stumps  cleared  away,  before  the  boats  could  be 

got  out  of  the  Mississippi,  and  sent  through  this  long,  crooked, 

inland  course.     As  the  work  went  on,   predictions   were 

uttered  that  a  new  channel  for  the  Mississippi  would  be 

made,  extending,  perhaps,  even  to  the  Gulf 

The  canal  was  at  length  opened,  and  a  steamer  and  a  few 
barges  were  got  across  into  Lake  Providence.  But  the 
Mississippi  kept  its  old  course,  and,  as  the  spring  floods  fell. 
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the  new  channel  became  a  shallow  creek,  so  that  the  whole 
project  had  to  be  abandoned. 

Grant,  however,  with  his  accustomed  tenacity  of  purpose, 
determined  not  to  abandon  his  design  to  get  in  the  rear  of 
Vicksburg,  for  it  could  be  taken  in  no  other  way.     He  now 
inade  a  third  trial  on  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi.    About 
a  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  in  a  straight  line,  north  from 
Vicksburg,  there  is  a  little  lake,  called  Moon  Lake,  separated 
from  the  river  only  by  a  thin  strip  of  land.     From  this  lake, 
a  narrow  stream,  called  the  Yazoo  Pass,  leads  into  the  Cold- 
water  River,  which  flows  south  into  the  Tallahatchie,  that 
in  turn  unites  with  the  Yazoo.     If  he  could  get  into  the 
latter  river,  he  would  be  able  to  move  down  in  the  rear  of 
Haines'  Bluff,   and   thus   effectually  turn  the  fortifications 
there,  which  Sherman  had  failed  to  capture.     The  canal  to 
the  lake  was  quickly  cut;   the  waters  of  the  Mississippi 
poured  through  it,  and  the  steamers  floated  into  Moon  Lake. 
Passing  out  of  this,  into  the  Coldwater  and  Tallahatchie 
Rivers,   they  slowly  felt   their  tortuous  way  towards  the 
navigable  Yazoo.     It  was  a  strange  spectacle,  to  see  these^ 
armed  vessels  threading  their  way  under  overarching  cypress- 
trees,  and  plunging  into  apparently  interminable  swamps, 
where  never  before  even  a  canoe  had  .floated.     It  was  like 
sailing  through  a  flooded  forest,  made  still  more  dangerous- 
by  the  rapid  flow  of  the  swollen  waters,  which  the  Mississippi 
sent  with  headlong  fury  through  this  new  channel.     Th^ 
paddle-wheels,  instead  of  being  used  to  propel  the  vessels^ 
incessantly  backed  water,  to  prevent  their  too  rapid  descent 
among    the   gigantic   trees,    whose   overhanging  branches 
sometimes  swept  the  decks.     The  solitude  ar^d  gloom  of  this 
strange,  winding  route,  oppressed  the  spirits,  yet  the  men 
toiled  patiently  on — ^making,  upon  an  average,  less  than  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  an  hour — till  they  reached  the  Yazoo.    The 
heaviest  part  of  the  task  now  seemed  accomplished,  and  a 
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swift  sail  down  to  the  rear  of  Vicksburg  was  anticipated. 

But  the  rebels  had  received  information  of  the  expedition, 

and,  divining  its  object,  erected,  near  the  confluence  of  the 

streams,  a  fort  which  commanded  the  channel,  and  yet  was 

so  surrounded  by  bogs  that  the  land  force  could  not  approach 

it.      The  frail  wooden  steamboats,  of  course,  could  not  silence 

ese  batteries,  and  so  this  project,  costing  so  much  labor 

d  time,  also  had  to  be  abandoned. 

Baffled,  but  not  disheartened.  Grant  now  made  another 
ttempt  to  get  in  the  rear  of  the  batteries  on  Haines'  Bluff. 
bout  seven  miles  above  where  the  Yazoo  enters  the  Missis- 
ippi,  Steele's  Bayou  is  connected  with  the  latter  river.   This, 
turn,  connects  inland,  north,  with  the  Black  Bayou,  Rolling 
^ork  and  Sunflower  Rivers,  which,  in  their  couree,  wind  en- 
tirely around  Haines'  Bluff.     On  the  14th  of  March,  Admiral 
l^orter  entered  this  bayou  with  a  gunboat  fleet,  accompanied 
\>y  a  force  of  infantry  under  General  Sherman.     A  portion 
of  this,  like  each  of  the  other  routes  which  had  been  tried, 
^as  full  of  difficulties.     One  who  accompanied  the  expedi- 
tion,  thus  describes  the  Black  Bayou :    "  Black  Bayou,  a 
narrow  stream,  heretofore  navigable  only  by  dug-outs,  was 
made  of  the  width  of  our  steamers,  with  great^  labor,  by 
felling  trees  and  sawing  stumps  below  the  surface.     Every 
foot  of  our  way  was  cut  and  torn  through  a  dense  forest, 
never  before  traversed  by  steamers.     I  never  witnessed  a 
more  exciting  and  picturesque  scene  than  the  transportation, 
on  the  last  day,  of  the  third  brigade,  by  General  Stuart. 
Crowded  with  men,  the  steamers,  at  the  highest  possible 
speed,  pushed  through  overhanging  trees  and  around  short 
curves.  Sometimes  they  were  wedged  fast  between  trees,  then 
Sailing  along  smoothly,  a  huge  cypress  would  reach  out  an  arm 
and  sweep  the  whole  length  of  the  boats,  tearing  guards  and 
chimneys  from  the  decks.     The  last  trip  through  the  Bhick 
fiayou,  was  in  a  night,  pitchy  dark  and  rainy."     Added  to 
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all  this,  the  enemy,  having  been  apprised  of  our  design, 
filled  the  thickets  along  the  banks  with  sharp-shooters,  who 
swept  the  decks  with  their  fire,  at  close  range,  and  scattered 
the  working  parties.  Large  trees  were  felled  across  the 
stream,  by  negroes,  in  advance,  to  retard  the  boats  and  keep 
them  under  fire,  and  behind  them,  to  prevent  their  return. 
Before  the  expedition  reached  Sunflower  River,  the  peril 
of  being  caught  there  in  the  forest,  permanently,  v/ith  his 
boats,  was  so  great,  that  Porter  determined  to  return.  This 
resolution  was  not  taken  a  moment  too  soon,  for,  if  he  had 
pushed  on  a  few  hours  longer,  he  would  have  been  hemmed 
in  beyond  release. 

When  the  expedition  again  reached  the  Mississippi,  Grant 
saw  that  the  last  hope  of  getting  in  the  rear  of  Vicksburg, 
inland,  from  the  north,  was  gone.  Still,  he  would  not  aban- 
don the  great  object  for  which  he  had  struggled  so  long  and 
worked  so  patiently.  Difficulties,  instead  of  discouraging, 
roused  him  to  greater  efforts.  Having  exhausted  all  the 
I  plans  that  ingenuity  could  suggest,  to  avoid  the  direct  fire 
of  the  rebel  batteries,  which  lined  the  river  for  eight  ifiiles, 
he  at  last  took  the  bold  and  apparently  rash  resolution  of 
running  them  with  his  gunboats  and  transports.  Preparatory 
to  this,  the  army  was  marched  inland,  towards  Now  Carthage, 
below  Vicksburg,  on  the  west  side  of  the  river.  In  this 
march.  General  McClernand  led  the  advance,  with  the 
Eleventh  Army  Corps.  The  swampy  country,  however, 
soon  became  a  vast  mortar  bed,  in  which  the  hubs  of  the 
artillery  wheels  would  often  entirely  disappear  from  sight, 
and  through  which  the  army  floundered,  till  further  progress 
became  impossible  without  constructing  for  itself  a  regular 
military  road.  Bridges  had  to  be  built  over  the  sluggish 
streams,  and  corduroy  causeways  made  across  treacherous 
swamps,  and,  in  tl^e  meantime,  the  levee  carefully  guarded, 
lest  the  enemy  should  cut  it,  and  turn  the  swampy  lowland 
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into  an  impassable  sea.  The  army  thus  worked  its  toilsome 
^^y^  till  at  last  it  came  in  sight  of  New  Carthage,  the  goal  of 
its  labors,  but,  alas !  it  Avas  like  an  island  in  the  sea,  for  the 
Gneixiy  had  succeeded  in  cutting  the  levee  near  it,  and  flooding 
^11  the  intervening  country.  Cut  off  from  this  point,  Mc- 
^-'lex-iiand  resumed  his  march,  striking  the  river  twelve  miles 
iurtlier  down  stream,  making  the  whole  distance  from  Milli- 
^^ii'^s  Bend  thirty -five  miles.  All  the  supplies  and  ordnance 
stofcs  for  the  projected  campaign  on  the  other  side  ol  the 
^^Or,  had  to  be  hauled  over  this  miserable  road. 

Ihis  being  accomplished,  the  next  thing  was  to  get  the 

S^txboats  and  transports  past  the  Vicksburg  batteries.     The 

^'^ght  of  the  16th  of  April  was  fixed  upon  to  make  the 

attempt.     Whether  the  frail  transports  could  safely  run  the 

^^rrible  gauntlet,  was  problematical,  and  it  was  resolved  to 

^Ty  the   experiment  Avith    only   three — the   Silver   Wave, 

Forest  Queen  and  Henry  Clay.     The  plan  was,  for  Porter 

to  move  down  in  single  file,  with  his  eight  gunboats,  and, 

])lanting  them  square  abreast  of  the  rebel  batteries,  engage 

them ;  while  the  transports,  hugging  the  western  shore,  in 

their  rear,  covered  by  the  smoke  and  darkness,  were,  Avith 

all  steam  on,  to  push  swiftly  below.    A  little  before  midnight, 

the  gunboats,  one  after  another,  drifted  out  of  the  bend  in 

which  they  lay  concealed,  and,  showing  no  light  from  their 

chimneys,  moved  like  great  shadows  down   the  noiseless 

current.     Nearly  an  hour  passed  by,  and  not  a  sound  broke 

the  ominous  stillness ;  and  the  listeners  on  the  shore  above 

began  to  think  the  boats  had  passed  the  batteries  unseen,  when 

suddenly  there  came  a  flash,  followed  by  a  crash  that  shook 

the  shores.     Lights  danced  along  the  heights  of  Vicksburg — 

Soon,  thunder  answered  thunder,  and  the  flash  of  batteries, 

from  land  and  water,  rent  the  gloom,  till  the  black  midnight 

seemed  turned  into  an  element  of  fire.     Still,  the  transports 

lioped  to  escape  in  the  confusion,  when,  suddenly,  a  huge 
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bonfire  blazed  forth  on  one  of  the  hills  near  Vicksburg. 
The  rebels  were  prepared  for  just  such  an  attempt  as  this, 
and  had  collected  a  vast  amount  of  combustibles,  which, 
when  lighted,  would  make  the  bosom  of  the  Mississippi,  in 
front  of  the  batteries,  bright  as  day.     The  poor  transports 
were  instantly  flooded  in  light,  and,  as  they  swept  along  the 
ruddy  stream,  presented  a  fair  target  to  the  gunners.     The 
enemy  penetrated  at  a  glance  the  design  of  Grant,  and  shot 
and  shell  fell  and  burst,  in  a  horrible  tempest,  around  the 
frail  things.     The  commanders  saw  that  the  chances  were 
against  them,  but  they  crowded  on  all  steam,  till  the  gleam- 
ing waters  rolled  away  from  their  prows  in  a  toiTent  of 
foam.     Soon,  a  heavy  shot  tore  through  the  timbers  of  the^ 
Forest  Queen,  and  then  another,  and  she  drifted  unmanage- 
ably on  the  current.    A  gunboat,  seeing  her  distress,  wheeled- 
and  took  her  in  tow,  and  passed  down  the  river,  greeted,  at 
every  turn  of  its  wheels,  with  shots  from  the  batteries.    Th^ 
Henry  Clay  was  struck  by  a  shell  which  set  her  barricade  of 
cotton  bales  on  fire,  and  she  soon  flamed  back  to  the  beacon- 
light  on  the  shore.     Blazing  like  a  mighty  torch,  she  sent  her 
jets  of  flame,  capped  with  angry  wreaths  of  blacky  curling* 
smoke,  far  up  into  the  midnight  heavens.     The  crew  'leaped- 
from  the  glowing  furnace  into  their  boats,  and  took  refuge  oa 
the  western  bank.  The  Silver  Wave  alone  was  untouched,  and^ 
bearing  seemingly  a  charmed  life,  glided  serenely  through, 
the  horrible  tempest,  till  the  last  battery  was  passed,  and, 
with  her  fragile  form  unmarred,  she  floated  gracefully  on 
the  water.     The  gunboats  came  through  safely,  with  only 
one  man  killed  and  two  wounded.     For  over  an  hour,  they 
gallantly  faced  the  heavy  batteries,  and  though  often  struck, 
sustained  no  damage  that  was  not  speedily  repaired.     Still, 
but   one   tralisport   was    through,    and    this    alone    could 
be  of  no  service  to  the  army.     More  must  be  brought  down, 
ftiid  Grant  resolved,  though  but  one  out  of  three  had  escaped, 
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to  run  the  same  fearful  gauntlet  with  six  more,  slowly  towing 

twelve  barges.     This  was  so  hazardous  an  enterprise  that 

the  officers  felt  reluctant  to  order  men  to  'accompany  the 

T)oats,  and  volunteei-s  were  called  for.     Immediately,  enough 

stepped  forward  to  man  a  fleet,  and  it  had  to  be  decided  by 

lot,  who  the  lucky  ones  should  be.     So  eager  were  they  to 

join  in  the  desperate  undertaking,  that  a  boy,  having  drawn 

a  successful  number,  was  offered  by  a  soldier  a  hundred 

dollars  for  his  chance,  which  the  spirited  little  fellow  refused. 

He  lived  to  tell  of  his  share  in  the  daring  feat.    With  strange 

good  fortune,  the  whole  fleet,  with  the  exception  of  the 

Tigress,  and  half   the  barges,  piissed  in  safety.     She  was 

struck  below  the  water  line,  and  being  run  ashore,  sunk. 

The  army  was  now  below  Vicksburg,  with  transports  to 
Carry  it  across  the  river,  and  gunboats  to  protect  it.     And 
iiere,    on   the    29th   of  April,    the   Thirteenth   Corps  was 
embarked,  and  moved  to  the  front  of  Grand  Gulf,  a  fortified 
l:>lace,  which  Grant  designed  to  capture  and  make  his  base. 
the  gunboats  at  once  engaged  the  batteries,  and  for  five 
llours  maintained  a  fierce  fire,  sometimes  moving  almost  to 
"Vvithin  pistol  shot  of  the  enemy's  guns.     Grant  witnessed 
the  action  from  a  tug,  and  saw  with  regret  that  the  post 
Ciould  not  be  reduced  from  the  water  side,  and  that,  from 
the  position  of  things,  no  landing  could  be  made  near  by, 
to  take  it  from  the  shore.     He  therefore  ordered  the  trans- 
ports back  to  Hard  Times,  and,  disembarking  his  troops, 
xesumed  his  march  down  the  river.     At  night,  the  gunboats 
again  engaged  the  batteries,  and,  under  cover  of  the  fire, 
the  transports  ran  past  them,  suffering  but  little  damage. 
Grant's  march  through  the  forest  had  been  unseen  by  the 
enemy,  and,  the  next  day,  the  army  was  ferried  across  the 
river  to  the  eastern  shore.     With  a  patience  and  tenacity 
unparalleled.  Grant  had  finally  got  his  army  south  of  Vicks- 
burg, and  over  the  river,  and  yet  the  mighty  work  he  had 
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assigned  himself  had  only  just  begun — he  had  reached  only 
the  threshold  of  the  perils  it  embraced. 

He  landed  at  Bruinsburgh,  and  immediately  pushed  for- 
ward McClernand's  Corps  to  Port  Gibson.  About  eight 
miles  out,  the  latter  met  the  enemy,  and  forced  him  back  till 
dark.  The  next  morning,  he  found  him  posted  on  two  roads, 
about  four  miles  from  Port  Gibson.  The  rebel  position  was 
admirably  chosen,  for  the  road  ran  mostly  along  high  ridges, 
with  impenetrable  ravines  on  each  side,  to  prevent  any 
flank  movements.  McClernand,  however,  succeeded  in 
pushing  forward  the  divisions  of  Hovey,  Carr  and  Smith, 
on  the  right,  while  Osterhaus  advanced  against  the  left. 
The  latter  was  hard  pressed  by  the  enemy,  but  at  length, 
being  reinforced  by  Logan's  division,  he  ordered  a  charge, 
and,  loading  it  in  person,  fell  in  such  fury  on  the  rebel  line, 
that  it  was  shattered  into  fragments,  and  fell  disorderly  back. 
Three  cannon  Avere  captured  in  this  brilliant  charge.  The 
three  divisions  on  the  other  flank,  steadily  forced  the  enemy 
back  all  day  towards  Port  Gibson,  until  darkness  closed  the 
conflict.  The  fighting  had  been  close  and  sharp,  resulting 
in  a  loss  on  our  side  of  some  eight  hundred  and  fifty,  while 
we  took  a  thousand  prisoners,  and  five  cannon.  That  night, 
the  wearied  troops  slept  on  their  arms.  In  the  morning,  it 
was  found  that  the  enemy  had  retreated  across  Bayou  Pierre. 
A  floating  bridge  was  at  once  thrown  across  it,  while  McPher- 
son  pushed  on  eight  miles  to  the  northern  fork  of  the  bayou, 
which  was  also  bridged,  and  the  next  morning,  just  as  the 
sun  was  climbing  the  eastern  hills,  he  marched  with  streaming 
banners  across  it 

On  the  3rd,  (May,)  the  enemy  was  closely  pressed  all 
day,  and  many  prisoners  taken.  Grant  was  now  in  the  rear 
of  Grand  Gulf,  and,  hearing  that  it  was  evacuated,  he  took 
an  escort  of  cavalry,  and  galloped  thither,  fifteen  miles  dis- 
tant, across  the  country,  in  order  to  make  the  necessary 
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arrangements  for  changing  his  base  of  supplies  from  Bruins- 
"fcurgh  to  that  place. 

When  he  started  down  the  river,  he  left  Sherman,  with 
the  Fifteenth  Corps,  to  make  a  feint  on  Haines'  Bluff,  in 
order  to  keep  the  enemy  from  sending  a  heavy  force  to  the 
assistance  of  Grand  Gulf,  before  he  arrived  there.     On  the 
day  that  the  Thirteenth  Corps  landed  at  Bruinsburgh,  Admiral 
Porter  opened   a  heavy  fire  against   the   rebel   works  at 
Haines'  Blulf,  and  Sherman  landed  his  troops  as  if  about  to 
carry  them  by  storm.     Pembcrton,  commanding  at  Vicks- 
burg,  was  thus  prevented  from  sending  off  troops  south, 
and  Sherman,  having  accomplished  his  object,  rc-embarked 
tis  corps,  and  pressed  on  after  Grant  from  Millikcn's  Bend. 
The  latter  did  not  design,  when  he  crossed  the  Mississippi, 
to  push  on  as  he  did,  but  expected  to  stop  and  concentrate  his 
5Xrmy  at  Grand  Gulf,  and  effect  a  junction  with  Banks,  which 
Xvould  give  him  an  army  strong  enough  to  resist  any  force 
the  enemy  might  bring  against  him.     But  he  received  a  letter 
from  the  latter,  informing  him  that  he  had  projects  of  his 
own  on  foot,  and  could  not  join  him.     At  the  same  time,  he 
Tieard  that  Beauregard  was  about  moving  from  the  Southern 
cities,  west  to  co-operate  with  Pemberton.     To  wait  till  the 
enemy,  by  the  various  railroads,  could  concentrate  an  im- 
mense force  against  him,  would  render  his  defeat  almost 
certain.     To  advance  with  only  a  part  of  his  army  in  liand, 
and  his  base  of  supplies  not  yet  established,  seemed  equally 
perilous.     With  characteristic  boldness,  he  determined,  how- 
ever, on  the  latter  course,  trusting  to  the  country  to  furnish 
forage   for  his  troops.     The  rebel   hosts,  he  knew,  were 
gathering  on  all  sides,  and  his  only  chance  of  success  lay  in 
attacking  and  beating  the  several  armies  before  they  could 
effect  a  junction.     His  blows  must  fall,  rapid  and  terrible  as 
bolts  from  heaven,  or  he  was  ruined.     With  the  daring  of 
Napoleon,  he  determined  to  enact  over  again  that  great 
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chieftain's  famous  Italian  campaign,  when,  with  fifty  thousaix 
men,  he  attacked  in  detail  and  beat  an  army  of  a  hundre< 
and  fifty  thousand,  and  killed  and  wounded,  and  took  as  pris 
oners,  a  number  equal  to  his  whole  force.  He  knew  tha 
rapid  marching  and  constant  victories  were  indispensable  t 
success  in  this  daring  movement,  and  the  army  was  stripped 
like  an  athlete  for  the  race  before  it.  Delay  was  defeat ;  i 
single  severe  repulse,  and  the  campaign  was  ended ;  but  h< 
did  not  falter  a  moment  in  his  sublime  determination.  H< 
set  the  example  of  self  sacrifice  himself,  by  taking  neithe 
an  orderly,  camp  chest,  overcoat  or  blanket  with  him. 

Thus  cleared  of  every  encumbrance,  he  ordered  the  ad 
vance,  and  his  banners  moved  boldly  inland.  McPhersoi 
struck  off  to  the  north-east,  while  Sherman  (who  had  arrived 
and  McClernand  kept  along  the  Black  River — the  three  corp 
in  supporting  distance  of  each  other.  Grant,  all  the  while 
made  demonstrations  as  if  about  to  cross  the  Black  River 
and  move  directly  to  the  rear  of  Vicksburg,  which  so  con 
fused  Pemberton  that  he  dared  not  march  out  to  join  th< 
forces  at  Jackson. 

McPherson,  moving  straight  on  the  latter  place,  came,  oi 
the  12th,  upon  the  enemy,  strongly  posted,  near  Raymond 
No  time  could  be  spared,  and  the  troops  were  pushed  steadilj 
forward,  sweeping  everything  before  them.  Our  loss  her< 
was  four  hundred  and  forty-two.  The  enemy  fell  back  toward 
Jackson,  losing  heavily  in  prisoners.  Grant  now  orderec 
Sherman  and  McClernand  to  bear  off  to  the,  right,  toward 
McPherson.  On  the  night  of  the  13th,  the  rain  fell  in  tor 
rents,  and  continued  the  next  day  till  noon,  rendering  th^ 
roads  muddy  and  slippery ;  yet  the  troops,  in  close  order 
and  with  cheerful  spirits,  moved  off  through  the  deluge 
making  a  wearisome  march  of  fourteen  miles,  and  at  noor 
came  upon  the  enemy,  about  two  miles  from  the  city 


RAPID    MARCHING  —  CHAMPION's    HILL.  1G5 

Pressed  in  by  McPherson,  and  threatened  on  the  flank,  the 
latter  gave  way,  and  left  the  Capital  to  its  fate. 

That  evening,  Grant  learned  that  Johnston,  who  had  been 

sent  by  Davis  to  take  chief  command  of  the  rebel  forces  in 

this  Department,  had  ordered  Pemberton  to  march  out  from 

Vicksburg   and   attack   his   rear.      He   immediately   faced 

aboiat,  and,  leaving  Sherman  to  destroy  railroads,  bridges, 

workshops,  &c.,  in  Jackson,  moved  the  rest  of  his  troops,  by 

converging  routes,  west,  towards  Edwards'  Station.     The 

next  morning  at  daylight,  two  men,  who  had  been  in  the 

employ  of  the  rebels,  were  brought  to  Grant,  charged  with 

important   information.      They   had    just    passed   through 

Pemberton's  army,  and  gave  the  Union  Commander  the 

position  of  the  rebel  forces,   and   stated   that   they  were 

tventy-five  thousand  strong.     Grant  immediately  sent  back 

a  courier  fo  Sherman,  to  leave  Jackson  at  once,  and  hasten 

forward.  Within  an  hour,  after  this  prompt  chieftain  received 

^^^  message,  his  troops  were  swiftly  moving  forward  towards 

^^^  point  of  rendezvous.     Grant  concentrated  his  army  with 

^^Hclerful   rapidity.      Trains,    quarter-masters'  stores,    and 

^yexrjthing,  had  to  tumble  out  of  the  roads  in  hot  haste,  to 

fi^^^^  room  for  the  marching  columns.     Soon,  the  enemy  was 

^^Gcriuutered,    strongly   posted    on   a  precipitous,    narrow, 

^^^  ded  ridge,  his  left  resting  on  a  height,  while  below  were 

P^^Xi  fields,  in  crossing  which  our  troops  would  be  exposed 

, .    "•vfce  destructive  fire  of  ten  batteries  of  artillery.     Hovey's 

^ision,  and  McPherson's  Corps — all  but  Ransom's  division, 

^^^h  did  not  arrive  till  the  battle  was  over — were  at  once 


j^'^i^^posed  in  and  to  the  right  of  the  road  leading  to  Yicks- 
1^  ^^^  g.  But  Grant  delayed  the  order  to  attack,  till  he  could 
j^l^  ^^r  from  McClernand,  with  his  four  divisions,  which,  when 
j^-i  ^^^  arrived,  would  complete  his  line  of  battle.  But  the 
^^mishing  in  front  of  Hovey's  division,  by  eleven  o'clock, 
^lled  into  a  battle.     In  the  meantime,  Logan  had  worked 
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around  upon  the  left  and  rear  of  the  rebels,  and  pressed 
them  so  vigorously  that  their  superior  numbers  could  no 
longer  force  Ilovey  back,  and  the  latter,  seeing  his  advan- 
tage, ordered  a  charge.  The  rebel  line  gave  way  before  it^ 
and  disappeared  in  disorder,  over  the  ridge.  A  thoasand 
prisoners,  and  two  batteries,  fell  into  our  hands  in  this  bril- 
liant engagement,  but  the  victory  cost  us  nearly  tvrenty-five 
hundred  men.  Grant  was  losing  fast,  and  no  reinforcements 
could  be  had.  At  daylight  the  next  morning,  the  I7th,  the 
jDursuit  was  renewed — McClernand  in  the  advance,  who  soon 
came  upon  the  enemy  strongly  posted  on  both  sides  of  the 
Black  River.  On  the  west,  or  further  side,  the  shore  rises 
abruptly  into  high  bluffs,  wliich  were  lined  with  heavy  bat- 
teries. On  the  east  side,  a  bayou,  twenty  feet  wide  and 
three  feet  deep,  leaves  the  river,  and  sweeping  in  a  semi- 
circle, a  mile  in  length,  again  enters  the  stream,  inclosing  a 
level  space,  on  which  the  rebels  had  also  planted  heavy  bat- 
teries, protected  by  a  strong  force  of  infantry.  This  bayou, 
or  ditcli,  served  as  a  natural  rifle  pit,  behind  which  the 
enemy  felt  safe,  while  their  guns  swept  the  plains  beyond, 
over  w^liich  our  troops  would  be  compelled  to  pass.  A 
railroad  and  turnpike  bridge  crossed  both  the  bayou  and 
river  at  this  point,  side  by  side,  commanded  by  the  hostile  bat- 
teries Ijcyond.  McClernand  opened  a  heavy  artillery  fire  upon 
the  position,  to  which  the  enemy  vigorously  responded.  At 
almost  the  first  fire,  Osterhaus  was  wounded,  and  General 
A.  L.  Lee  took  his  place.  While  the  cannonade  w\is  going 
on,  Lawlcr,  of  Carr's  division,  which  held  the  right,  under 
the  protection  of  the  river  bank,  succeeded  in  approaching 
near  the  rebel  works  in  that  direction,  when  the  order  to 
charge  was  given.  Casting  their  blankets  and  knapsacks  on 
the  ground,  the  gallant  fellows  sprung  forward,  and,  dashing 
across  the  open  field  on  the  double-quick,  plunged  into  the 
muddy  bayou,  and,  though  shot  and  shell  struck  and  burst 
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cessaiitly  in  their  midst,  struggled  through,  and  with  bayo- 
its  at  charge,  swept  in  headlong  fury  upon  the  rebel  works, 
iken  by  surprise  at  this  sudden  movement,  the  enemy  at  ones 
ised  the  white  flag,  and  the  whole  garrison,  with  seventeen 
eces  of  artillery,  was  ours.  The  rebel  army  across  the  river, 
eing  the  disaster,  immediately  set  fire  to  the  bridge — thus 
tting  oiF  all  chance  of  escape  for  any  portion  of  their  troops 
I  the  east  bank — and  retreated  rapidly  towards  Vicksburg. 
Sherman,  in  the  meantime,  had  reached  Bridgeport  above, 
th  the  only  pontoon  train  in  the  army,  by  which  he  effected 
crossing  of  the  river  the  next  morning.  McClernand  and 
jPherson  built  floating  bridges  during  the  night,  and  on 
5  18th,  the  army  was  moving  en  masse  on  Vicksburg. 
lerman,  still  holding  the  right,  marched  rapidly  towards 
B  Yazoo  River,  while  McClernand,  inclining  to  the  south, 
)sed  in  on  the  doomed  garrison  in  that  direction.  The 
xt  day,  Sherman's  right  rested  on  the  Mississippi,  within 
iin  view  of  our  gunboats,  and  Haines'  Bluff*  was  at  once 
stily  evacuated  by  the  enemy. 

Vicksburg  was  now  closely  besieged,  and  Grant,  finding 
3  army  eager  for  an  assault,  and  believing  the  enemy  to  be 
jmoralized  by  the  staggering  blows  that  had  been  dealt 
m,  determined,  desperate  as  the  undertaking  was,  to 
tempt  to  carry  the  place  by  storm.  The  army  moved 
illantly  to  the  assault,  under  a  desolating  fire,  but  the 
orks  were  too  strong  to  be  carried.  Only  a  portion  of  the 
my,  the  Fifteenth  Corps,  gained  even  a  temporary  advan- 
ge,  and  at  night  the  troops  were  recalled. 
The  two  following  days  were  spent  in  bringing  up  sup- 
ies,  and  perfecting  the  communications,  and  giving  a  little 
st  to  the  troops,  which  had  for  twenty  days  been  constantly 
arching  and  fighting,  on  short  rations. 
Everything  being  arranged.  Grant  determined  to  make 
lother  effort  to  carry  Ihis  Tnodeni  Gibraltar  by  assault. 
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Ten  o'clock,  on  the  morning  of  the  22n(i,  was  the  time 
appointed.  The  several  coiys  commanders  set  their  watches 
by  Grant's,  so  that  there  should  be  perfect  unity  of  move- 
ment, and  at  the  appointed  signal,  the  army,  in  splendid 
array  and  magnificent  order,  swept,  awful  as  the  ocean  surge, 
full  on  the  rebel  works.  Then  commenced  one  of  the  wild- 
est scenes  of  war.  All  along  the  frowning  fortifications, 
there  streamed  an  incessant  sheet  of  fire,  bursting  through 
the  thick  smoke,  on  the  brave,  uncovered  ranks  below, 
that  still  pressed  dauntlessly  forward,  heedless  of  the 
destruction  that  wasted  them.  They  could  see  no  enemy 
in  front — only  solid  earthworks,  clouds  of  rolling  smoke, 
and  waves  of  fire,  confronted  them.  For  two  fearful  hours, 
they  struggled  desperately  to  reach  this  blazing  vortex,  and 
quench  its  deadly  fires,  but  struggled  in  vain.  Just  then,  Grant 
received  a  dispatch  from  McClernand,  stating  that  he  had 
gained  the  intrenchments  in  front  of  him,  at  several  points,  and 
needed  more  troops.  They  were  given,  and  the  assault  was 
pressed  more  vigorously  than  ever.  McClernand,  however, 
overestimated  the  amount  of  success  gained,  and  the  fresh 
attempt  only  helped  to  swell  the  slaughter,  and  the  bleeding 
army  was  at  length  compelled  to  fall  back,  and  abandon 
the  struggle.* 

Grant  now  gave  up  all  attempts  to  take  the  place  by 
storm,  and  sat  down  before  it  in  regular  siege.  Porter,  with 
his  gunboats,  kept  watch  and  ward  on  the  Mississippi,  co- 
operating with  the  former  by  every  means  in  his  power.  The 
gunboat  Cincinnati  was  sunk  by  the  rebel  batteries,  and 
fifteen  men  drowned,  and  twenty-five  killed  and  wounded. 
The  masts  had  all  been  shot  away  before  she  went  down,  yet 
she  sunk  with  her  flag  flying — nailed  to  one  of  the  stumps. 
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Grant  to  remove  Lim  from  command,  and  put  Ord  in  Lis  place. 
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rHE  very  next  day  after  this  unsuccessful  assault  of 
Vicksburg,  Banks  arrived  with  his  army,  from  Alex- 
andria, before  Port  Hudson.  Coming  down  the  Red  River, 
he  had  crossed  the  Mississippi  above  the  place,  hoping  to 
find  its  defenses  on  that  side  much  weaker  than  on  the 
Booth. 

Forming  a  junction  with  Augur's  force,  that  came  down 
from  Baton  Rouge,  he  immediately  began  to  invest  tKe 
place,  but,  unwilling  to  await  the  slow  progress  of  a  siege, 
made  two  unsuccessful  assaults  on  its  impregnable  fortifica- 
tions. The  troops  fought  bravely,  and  Weitzel,  Sherman 
and  Augur  maintained  their  old  renown,  and  the  colored 
regiments  behaved  with  great  gallantry ;  but  it  was  a  useless 
waste  of  life. 

Banks  now  sat  down  before  it  in  regular  siege,  and  day 
by  day,  pushed  his  batteries  nearer  and  nearer  to  the  rebel 
works,  until  some  of  them  were  within  three  hundred  yards. 
At  length,  after  having  dismounted  several  pieces  of  the 
rebel  artillery,  and  silenced  others  with  his  sharpshooters, 
he  determined  to  make  another  attempt  to  carry  the  place 
by  assault.  Sunday,  the  14th  of  June,  was  the  day  fixed 
upon,  and  long  before  daylight  the  artillery  opened  all  along 
the  line,  and  the  Sabbath  morning  was  ushered  in  by  a  can- 
nonading that  shook  the  shores  of  the  Mississippi. 
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Farragut,  with  his  gunboats,  was  cooperating  with  Banks, 
and  his  heavy  guns  soon  opened,  and  helped  to  swell  the 
uproar  that  filled  all  the  air. 

The  extreme  north-east  angle  of  the  breastworks  was 
selected  as  presenting  the  least  formidable  obstacles  to  success, 
for  much  of  the  artillery  at  this  point  had  been,  during  the 
last  week,  dismounted  or  silenced.  Still,  almost  insurmount- 
able difficulties  presented  themselves,  even  here.  At  one 
point,  a  clear  field,  five  or  six  hundred  yards  in  width, 
swept  up  to  the  ramparts,  crossed  and  recrossed  with  nar- 
row, deep  gullies,  too  small  to  afford  protection  and  yet  too 
broad  to  be  easily  passed,  and  covered  also  with  fallen  trees 
and  vines,  thus  forming  a  trap  for  the  advancing  troops,  who 
all  the  while  Avould  be  exposed  to  a  desolating  fire. 

In  the  dull,  gray  light  of  the  early  morning,  the 
Seventy-fifth  New  York  moved  rapidly  forward  as  skir- 
mishers, followed  by  the  Ninety-first  New  York,  each 
soldier  carrying  a  five-pound  hand  grenade,  which  was 
to*  be  thrown  over  the  breastworks  to  scatter  the  enemy. 
Next  came  the  Twenty-fourth  Connecticut,  loaded  with 
sand-bags  filled  with  cotton,  to  fill  up  the  ditch  for  the 
advancing  stormers.  The  balance  of  Weitzel's  brigade  was 
to  press  close  after,  to  be  supported  by  other  brigades  under 
Colonel  Birge.  As  soon  as  Weitzel  should  make  a  lodgment 
within  the  enemy's  works,  Paine  was  to  follow,  and  then  the 
two  columns  were  to  be  quickly  deployed  in  line  of  battle, 
and  move  swiftly  on  the  town  and  the  grand  citadel  itself. 
Grover  commanded  these  tAVO  divisions,  which  were  to  do 
the  chief  work,  while  Augur  and  Dwight  made  feints  on 
the  rebel  left. 

The  assaulting  columns  advanced  with  great  intrepidity — 
brigade  after  brigade  dashing  forward  under  a  heavy  fire — 
but  were  compelled  each  time  to  fall  back.  A  dense  fog 
had  lain  along  the  river,  giving  a  more  somber  hue  to  the 
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gray  twilight,  but  in  the  midst  of  the  carnage,  it  suddenly 
lifted  and  rolled  upward  like  a  mighty  curtain,  and  the 
"bright  sun  lighted  up  the  wild  scene  with  noontide  splendor. 
The  assault  was  pressed  with  great  valor  and  resolution,  and 
the  commanders  held  their  troops  to  the  deadly  struggle  till 
eleven  o'clock,  when  such  as  could  retire  fell  back ;  and  the 
xest  crouched  in  the  gullies  or  hid  behind  trees  and  what- 
ever could  afford  shelter,  and  waited  for  the  darkness  to 
cover  the  field,  so  that  they  could  get  out  of  the  deadly 
range  of  the  enemy's  muskets.     Col.  Paine,  being  wounded, 
-  lay  all  day  between  two  rows  of  earth,  in  an  old  cotton 
field,  exposed  to  the  blazing  sun,  and  when  at  dark  he  was 
removed,  his  wounds  were  full  of  maggots.     Many  of  the 
wounded  soldiers  lay  exposed  in  the  same  way. 
The  loss  in  this  assault  was  estimated  at  seven  hundred 
.  and  fifty.     The  Secretary  of  War's  maxim, ''  to  move  at  once 
upon  the  enemy's  works,"  had  now  been  tried  quite  enough, 
and  the  despised  '*  spade"  was  resorted  to  again.      Mathe- 
matical science  and  engineering  skill,  will  always  be  found 
more  worthy  of  trust  than  popular  declamation  or  misguided 
bravery. 

Banks  now  pressed  the  siege  with  great  vigor,  and  being 
determined  that  Grant,  around  Vicksburg,  should  not  get 
all  the  glory,  planned  another  assault.  But  before  it  was 
attempted,  the  surrender  of  the  latter  place  made  further 
attempts  to  hold  Port  Hudson  uselesa 

When  Grant  had  completed  his  lines  around  Vicksburg, 
opening  communication  with  the  North  by  way  of  the 
Mississippi,  so  that  supplies  and  reinforcements  could  be 
forwarded  to  him  to  any  amount,  the  fall  of  the  stronghold 
vas  evidently  a  mere  question  of  time.  Rumors,  from  time 
to  time,  were  received,  that  Johnston  was  assembling  a 
heavy  army  in  his  rear,  to  raise  the  siege ;  but  the  arrival 
of  reinforcements  allowed  Grant  to  detach  Sherman,  with  a 
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large  force,  to  watch  the  rebel  leader.    In  the  meantifne^ 
he  pressed  the  siege  with  all  the  energy  which  distinguished 
him.     Day  by  day,  he  dug  his  way  towards  the  place,  and 
at  length  reached  positions  where  his  shells  could  be  dropped 
into  the  center  of  the  city.     These,  crashing  through  the 
buildings,  and  bursting  along  the  streets,  forced  the  inhabit 
ants  to  seek  shelter  in  caves,  dug  in  the  earth.     For  six 
weeks,  while  the  army  was  digging  slowly  onward,   the 
batteries  kept  playing  on  the  devoted  citadel.     Provisions 
became  scarce,   and   the   inhabitants  grew  wan  and  thin 
in  their  narrow  dens.     At  length,  the  ammunition   gave 
out,   and    Pemberton,   whose    only  hope    of   deliverance 
lay  in  Johnston's  ability   to    raise    the  siege,    began    to 
despair,  and,  seeing  Grant  about  to   carry  the  place  by 
assault,   he,   on   the   3rd   of  July,   sent  two   officers  with 
a  flag  of  truce  to  the  Federal  lines,  to  arrange  the  terms  of 
capitulation.     Grant  would  listen  to  none  but  unconditional 
surrender.     A  personal  interview  then  took  place  between 
the  two  Generals,  who  met  midway  between  the  lines,  under 
a  gigantic  oak,  while  the  two  armies  left  their  places  of  con- 
cealment and  swarmed  upon  the  ramparts,  to  witness  this 
extraordinary  scene.     Pemberton  was  the  first  to  speak,  and 
asked  Grant  what  terms  he  proposed.     "Unconditional  sur- 
render," was  the  prompt  reply.     "Never,"  rejoined  the 
haughty  rebel,  "  so  long  as  I  have  a  man  left  me."     "  Then," 
said  Grant,  "  you  can  continue  the  defense ;  my  army  was 
never  in  a  better  condition  to  continue  the  siege."     After 
some  further  conversation,  the  interview  terminated  without 
coming  to  a  definite  result.  Grant  saying  that  he  would  con- 
fer with  his  officers.     He  did  so,  and  sent  a  note  saying  that 
the  entire  surrender  of  the  place  and  garrison  would  be 
required,  but  that  the  troops  would  be  paroled,  and  allowed 
to  march  out  of  the  lines — the  officers  taking  with  them 
their  regimental  clothing,  and  the  staff  and  field  and  cavalry 
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officers  a  horse  each.  The  proposal  was  accepted,  and  on 
tlie  morning  of  the  4th  of  July — our  National  Jubilee-day — 
XAie  hostile  flag  came  down,  and  the  Stars  and  Stripes  went 
xip,  over  the  rebel  works,  amid  the  enthusiastic  shouts  of  the 
"whole  army. 

When  Johnston  heard  of  the  fall  of  the  place,  he  imme- 
diately retraced  his  steps  across  the  *Big  Black  River,  and 
Jackson  once  more  fell  into  our  hands. 

"The  result  of  the  campaign,"  said  Grant,  ''has  been  the 
defeat  of  the  enemy  in  five  battles  outside  of  Vicksburg ; 
the  occupation  of  Jackson  the  Capital  of  Mississippi,  and 
the  capture  of  Vicksburg  and  its  garrison  and  munitions  of 
war — a  loss  to  the  enemy  of  thirty-seven  thousand  prisoners, 
among  whom  were  fifteen  general  officers ;  at  least  ten  thou- 
sand killed  and  wounded,  and  among  the  killed.  Generals 
Tracy,  Tilghman  and  Green,  and  hundreds  and  perhaps  thou- 
sands of  stragglers  who  can  never  be  collected  and  reorgan- 
ized. Arms  and  munitions  of  war  for  an  army  of  sixty 
thousand  men  have  fallen  into  our  hands,  besides  a  large 
amount  of  other  public  property,  consisting  of  railroads,  loco- 
motives, cars,  steamboats,  cotton,  etc.,  and  much  was  destroyed 
to  prevent  our  capturing  it."  His  own  total  loss,  in  killed, 
wounded  and  missing,  from  the  time  he  crossed^he  Mississippi, 
he  estimated  at  eight  thousand,  five  hundred  and  seventy-five. 
Four  days  after  the  surrender  of  Vicksburg,  Gardner,  the 
Commander  of  Port  Hudson,  sent  a  flag  of  truce  to  Banks, 
asking  a  cessation  of  hostilities,  for  the  purpose  of  settling  the 
terms  of  capitulation.  The  latter  would  allow  of  no  cessa- 
tion, and  commissioners  were  at  once  appointed,  whose  con- 
sultations ended  in  the  surrender  of  the  garrison  as  prisoners 
of  war.  To  the  stirring  strains  of  "The  Star-Spangled 
Banner,"  and  "Yankee  Doodle,"  the  army  entered  the  place 
in  triumph,  and  marched  proudly  along  the  sullen,  silent 
rebel  line.    The  Union  flag  was  run  up  on  one  of  the  highest 
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bluffs,  and,  as  its  starry  folds  swung  lazily  out  to  the  breez<5^ 
the  artillery  thundered  forth  a  salute.     About  six  thousands 
prisoners,  fifty-one  pieces  of  artillery,  two  steamers,  besides 
a  large  quantity  of  small  arms,  ammunition,  &c.,  fell  into 
our  hands. 

It  was  a  great  victory,  but  the  pleasure  it  was  calculated 
to  impart  was  marred  by  the  reflection  that  but  for  the 
negligence  of  the  Government  such  a  fortified  work  would 
never,  in  the  first  place,  have  been  in  possession  of  the 
rebels ;  and,  in  the  second  place,  the  loss  of  life  in  securing 
it  was  wholly  unnecessary,  for  the  fall  of  Vicksburg,  which 
was  only  a  matter  of  time,  involved  the  fall  of  this  place 
also,  without  firing  a  gun. 

But  the  number  of  guns,  prisoners  and  materials  of  war 
captured  were  not  the  chief  results  obtained  by  these  two 
campaigns.  They  opened  the  Mississippi  in  its  entire  length 
— an  object  which  had  been  of  paramount  importance  to  the 
great  North-west  It  also  bisected  the  Southern  Confederacy, 
and  cut  off  its  large  supplies  of  men  and  animals,  which  it 
had  constantly  received  from  the  country  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi. The  nation  was  jubilant  over  it,  for  the  people 
thought  they  now  saw  the  end  of  the  rebellion  near.  Grant 
advanced  at  once  to  the  first  place  in  general  estimation,  as 
a  military  leader,  and  deservedly  so.  He  had,  throughout 
this  arduous,  long  campaign,  exhibited  a  tenacity  of  purpose 
and  a  fertility  of  resource  that  few  men  possess,  while  the 
daring  resolution  to  cut  himself  loose  from  supplies  and 
reinforcements,  and  march  boldly  into  the  interior,  depending 
solely  on  his  celerity  of  movement  to  prevent  a  concentration 
of  the  enemy's  forces,  was  the  inspiration  of  true  genius. 
The  rapidity  and  power  with  which  he  dealt  his  blows, 
reminds  one  of  Napoleon  the  Great. 

As  a  part  of  this  great  campaign.  Colonel  B.  H.  Grierson's 
cavalry  raid  through  Mississippi  should  be  mentioned.     It 
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iras  planned  to  create  a  diversion  in  favor  of  the  army 
operating  against  Vicksburg,  as  well  as  to  destroy  railroads 
and  other  public  property.  It  was  dispatched  from  La 
Grange,  Tennessee,  by  General  Hurlburt,  on  the  17th  of 
April,  and  on  the  2nd  of  May  arrived  at  Baton  Rouge, 
having  traversed  the  whole  State  of  Mississippi.  Nothing 
like  this  raid,  in  boldness  and  extent,  had  as  yet  been 
attempted,  and  its  success  covered  the  young  Commander 
with  laurels.  These  great  cavalry  raids  became  for  a  time 
quite  the  rage  with  the  people,  but  their  efiFect  on  the  war 
was  greatly  overestimated,  and  it  is  questionable  whether 
the  wear  and  tear,  on  horses  and  men,  did  not  damage  us 
quite  as  much  as  the  destruction  of  property  hurt  the  enemy. 

The  other  operations  in  the  West,  during  the  Spring  and 
early  Summer,  were  of  a  minor  character.  Attacks  were 
made  by  the  rebels  on  Fort  Donelson  and  Ship  Island,  and 
quite  a  heavy  one  by  Van  Dorn  on  Franklin,  Tennessee — 
all  of  which  were  repulsed  In  the  latter  part  of  March, 
Morgan  and  Wheeler  were  defeated  by  Colonel  Hall,  near 
Milton,  Tennessee,  and  Pegram  by  General  Gillmore,  near 
Somerset,  Kentucky ;  and  in  various  parts  of  Missouri,  Mis* 
gdssippi,  Tennessee  and  Kentucky,  conflicts  were  of  frequent 
occurrence,  between  detached  bodies  of  the  Union  and  rebel 
troops,  in  most  of  which  the  former  were  successful.  Cav- 
alry raids,  scouting  expeditions,  and  guerrilla  fights,  kept 
these  States  in  constant  commotion,  for  independent  parties 
and  regiments,  and  bands  of  irregular  forces,  were  constantly 
operating,  outside  of  the  main  armies.  These  had  but  little 
bearing,  however,  on  the  great  struggle,  except  to  lay  waste 
the  country,  exasperate  the  inhabitants,  and  cause  great 
personal  suflFering  among  the  people. 

But  no  event  caused  greater  excitement  than  the  arrest 
of  Clement  L.  Vallandigham,  of  Ohio,  by  order  of  Burnside, 
on  the  charge  of  contempt  of  his  orders,  and  resistance  to 
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the  Government  in  its  measures  to  put  down  the  rebellion. 
Seized  at  midnight  in  his  own  house,  and  dragged  away  ta 
be  tried  by  court-martial,  his  treatment  was  boldly  denounced 
by  the  Democratic  press.  Indignant  at  these  denunciations, 
Burnside  caused  the  chief  offender,  in  his  Department,  The 
Chicago  Times^  to  be  suppressed.  This  increased  the  excite- 
ment, and  there  was  great  danger,  for  a  while,  of  an  open 
outbreak  in  the  West.  The  excitement  was  somewhat 
allayed  by  the  President  annulling  the  order  of  Burnside 
suppressing  the  Times,  Still,  the  violent  arrest  of  Vallan- 
digham,  and  the  refusal  to  grant  him  a  trial  by  the  civil 
courts,  was  denounced  as  an  act  of  tyranny,  by  the  opposi- 
tion press  East  and  West,  and  but  little  more  was  needed, 
at  this  time,  to  bring  on  a  collision  between  the  citizens  and 
soldiers.  His  final  trial,  and  sentence  of  banishment  to  the 
rebel  lines,  deepened  the  indignation.  Congress  had  passed 
an  Act  the  Winter  before,  covering  just  such  cases  as  this, 
under  which  he  could  have  been  tried  and  punished  in  a 
manner  becoming  our  republican  notions,  and  without  an 
apparent  attempt  to  override  the  civil  courts  by  the  strong 
arm  of  military  power. 
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a.1rs  east  at  the  ofenino  of  the  year the  president's  affirm ativx 

Proclamation  of  emancipation — hooker  placed  over  the  army  of 

"^HE     POTOMAC — fight     AT     SUFFOLK ATTACK      ON      FORT    MCALLISTER 

Destruction  of  the  nashville — the  first  colored  regiment — fights 
-AT  blackwater  and  Kelly's  ford,  Virginia — Washington,  north  caro- 

XINA,    attacked     by    the    rebels ATTACK    BY    THE     IRON-CLAD    FLEET   ON 

TORT    SUMTER DISAPPOINTMENT    AT   ITS    FAILURE — INJUSTICE    TO    DU  PONT. 

JT^AST,  the  opening  year  was  distinguished  by  the  Presi- 
-AJ     dent's  confirmatory  Emancipation  Proclamation,  (pre- 
viously noticed,)  declaring  the  slaves,  in  certain  States  and 
X^arts  of  States,  forever  free.     It  was  celebrated  as  a  great 
^vent  in  many  portions  of  the  Northern  States,  and  by  the 
freedmen  in  Norfolk,  Va.,  and  Beaufort,  South  Carolina.    The 
Ilichmond   papers   denounced   it  as    the   most    "startling 
Jjolitical  crime,  the  most  stupid  political  blunder,  yet  known 
in  American  history,"  and  declared  that  servile  insurrection 
"Was  the  sole  object  aimed  at.     It  was  also  bitterly  denounced 
"by  the  opposition,  who  asserted  that  it  would  have  no  effect 
on  the  emancipation  of  the  slaves ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  that 
it  would  effectually  close  the  door  against  the  long-cherished 
Xiope  of  a  reaction  at  the  South  against  the  leaders  of  the  rebel- 
lion.    They  said  that  if  the  army  did  not  overthrow  Slavery, 
xio  proclamation  would ;  that  it  was  to  disappear  under  the 
^ramp  of  our  victorious  battalions,  or  not  at  all. 

On  the  26th  of  January,  Burnside  was  superseded  by 
Booker  in  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  By 
those  unacquainted  with  military  men  and  affairs,  this  was 
hailed  with  delight ;  and  the  most  extravagant  anticipations 
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were  entertained  of  the  great  results  that  the  latter,  with  his 
brilliant  fighting  qualities,  would  accomplish. 

The  month  closed,  however,  without  any  military  opersr 
tions  of  importance.  A  sharp  fight  took  place  near  Suffolk, 
between  a  Union  force  under  General  Corcoran,  and  the  rebels 
under  General  Roger  A.  Pryor,  in  which  the  latter,  after  a 
three-hours  struggle,  were  compelled  to  retreat.  An  attacl 
was  also  made  on  Fort  McAllister,  commanding  the  Sayannal 
River,  by  Commander  Worden,  in  the  iron-clad  Montauk 
but  it  failed  to  produce  any  effect  on  the  rebel  works.  Or 
the  27th  of  February,  however,  he  had  the  satisfactior 
of  destroying,  while  aground,  under  the  very  guns  of  the 
fort,  the  troublesome  rebel  steamer  Nashville.  A  few  dayj 
after,  March  3rd,  Commander  Drayton,  with  a  fleet  of 
monitors  and  mortar  schooners,  again  attempted  to  reduce 
the  fort,  but,  though  a  terrific  bombardment,  of  eight  hours' 
duration,  was  kept  up,  no  material  damage  was  done  to  the 
works. 

The  organization  of  the  first  colored  regiment,  at  Bean- 
fort,  South  Carolina,  in  the  fore  part  of  this  year,  caused 
a  good  deal  of  excitement.  Under  Colonel  Iligginsoa 
a  Unitarian  clergyman,  it  made  an  expedition  into  the 
interior,  and,  though  the  blacks  behaved  with  commendable 
gallantry,  they  afterv^ard,  under  Colonel  Montgomery,  in  ai 
expedition  to  Darien,  were  a  disgrace  to  the  flag  and  to  the 
nation. 

Newbern  was  attacked  on  the  14th  of  March,  by  a  rebe 
force  under  General  Pettigrew,  without  any  successful  result 
and  Colonel  Spear,  on  the  17th,  assailed  the  rebel  breast 
works  on  the  Blackwater,  near  Franklin,  Virginia,  but  was 
repulsed.  On  the  same  day,  a  spirited  cavalry  fight  occurrec 
at  Kelly's  Ford,  on  the  Rappahannock,  between  a  force 
under  General  Averill,  and  Fitz-Hugh  Lee,  of  the  rebel  ser 
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ce,  which  lasted  for  several  hours,  and  finally  resulted  in 

e  rout  of  the  latter. 

The  month  closed  with  a  serious  demonstration  against 

ashington,  North  Carolina,  garrisoned  by  two  thousand 

ttional  troops,  under  General  Foster.     The  rebels,  under 

11  and  Pettigrew,  sat  down  before  it,  with  strong  force, 

d  commenced  throwing  up  fortifications. 

In  these  minor  combats,  the  months  of  January,  February 

d  March  passed  away,  and  the  people  waited  anxiously 

:  the  settled  weather  of  Spring  to  inaugurate  those  great 

>vements  which,  it  was  believed,  would  break  the  power 

the  rebellion.     In  the  West,  as  we  have  seen,  things  were 

this  time  evidently  drawing  to  a  crisis,  and  corresponding 
ovements  were  weekly  looked  for  along  the  Atlantic  slope 
id  seaboard. 

The  first  heavy  blow  of  the  war  was  struck  at  Fort  Sum- 
r,  on  the  7th  of  April,  by  Admiral  Du  Pont,  who,  with  a 
*et  of  monitors  and  iron-clads,  endeavored  to  break  down 
lis  barrier,  which  had  so  long  kept  the  avenging  hand  from 
harleston,  the  hot-bed  of  rebellion.  An  invention  for  the 
scplosion  of  torpedoes,  to  be  placed  in  front  of  the  vessels, 
ad  been  towed  down  from  New  York,  with  which,  it  was 
ipposed,  the  iron-clads  would  be  able  to  push  through  the 
bstructions  opposite  the  fort ;  and  the  highest  expectations 
'ere  cherished,  of  a  speedy  downfall  of  the  stronghold. 
[ine  iron-clads  and  monitors  were  to  make  the  attack,  while 

wooden  squadron  of  five  vessels  was  to  lie  in  reserve, 
utside  of  the  bar.  Du  Pont  was  not  so  sanguine  of  success 
3  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  was  known  to  be.  As,  through 
is  glass,  he  surveyed  the  work  before  him,  he  saw  that  his 
ttle  fleet  was  to  be  put  to  a  test  to  which  vessels  had  never 
efore  been  subjected. 

When  it  was  announced  that  the  fleet  was  under  way, 
ie  steeples  and  roofs  in  and  around  Charleston  became  lined 
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with  spectators  assembled  to  witness  the  approaching  con- 
flict 

As  the  eye  swept  around  the  harbor,  it  was  cannon  here, 
and  there,  and  everywhere.  In  front,  Sullivan's  Island  lay 
on  the  right,  and  Morris  Island  on  the  left — the  two  extreme 
points  curving  in  towards  each  other,  till  they  were  separated 
by  a  channel  only  a  mile  wide.  Midwify  in  this  channel, 
built  on  an  artificial  island,  stood  Fort  Sumter.  Opposite  it, 
on  Sullivan's  Island,  stood  Fort  Moultrie,  while  above  and 
below  it  the  shore  was  lined  with  formidable  batteries.  On 
the  other  side  of  the  channel,  flanking  it,  frowned  Battery 
Bee,  on  Cummings'  Point,  while  further  up  towards  Charles- 
ton— should  the  fleet  succeed  in  passing  all  these  obstacles — 
battery  succeeded  battery,  all  the  way  to  the  city.  Stretch- 
ing down  towards  the  fleet,  batteries  lined  Morris  Island,  and 
among  them  Fort  Wagner.  The  sight  was  enough  to  daunt 
the  stoutest  heart,  for  full  three  hundred  cannon  lay  shotted 
and  trained  on  the  channel,  ready  to  open  their  concentrated 
fire  on  the  little  fleet  the  moment  it  came  within  range. 

Du  Font's  plan  was  to  push  rapidly  past  the  batteries,  and 
get  to  the  west  and  north-west  side  of  Sumter,  which  was 
known  to  be  less  impregnable  than  the  front  face.  This,  he 
was  aware,  would  be  a  desperate  task,  for  piles,  torpedoes,  nets, 
and  all  sorts  of  obstructions,  had  been  sunk  in  the  channel 
between  Sumter  and  the  shores,  to  hold  any  vessels  that 
might  attempt  to  pass,  under  the  horrible  fire  that  com- 
manded the  spot.  But  it  was  hoped  that  the  invention  of 
Ericsson,  previously  mentioned,  would  be  able  to  remove 
these. 

At  noon,  the  signal  from  the  flag-ship  to  move  to  the 
attack,  was  seen,  and  the  little  fleet  of  low,  black-looking 
objects  steamed  slowly  forward.  It  was  four  miles  to  Sum- 
ter, and  the  batteries  on  Morris  Island  commanded  the  whole 
distance.     It  had  hai'dly  got  under  way,  when  the  Wee- 
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hawten,  in  the  advance,  with  the  torpedo  machine  attached 
to  lier  bows,  became  tangled  with  the  unwieldy  thing,  and 
lost  a.n  hour  in  clearing  herself,  when  the  fleet  again  moved 
forward.  The  spectators  lining  the  shore  looked  on  in 
^^^^.thless  expectation — the  rapid  roll  of  the  drum  in  Fort 
S^^ttiter  was  heard  beating  to  quarters,  and  all  knew  that 
tho   clecisive  moment  had  come. 

Tlie  fleet  moved  steadily  up,  till  opposite  Fort  Wagner, 

^liere,  it  was  expected,  the  wild  hurricane  that  awaited  it 

^^vild  commence,  but  not  a  gun  broke  the  calm  of  the 

^*^vitxibering  bay.     It   kept  on   till  opposite    Battery  Bee, 

^^^  still  not  a  cannon  spoke ;  an  ominous  silence  reigned 

^^er  everything.     This  mysterious,  death-like  stillness  fore- 

^^ded  mischief — still,  the  fleet  kept  undauntedly  on,  till  it 

^5Ls  under  the  guns  of  Sumter.     As  the  Weehawken  was 

^^unding,  to  pass  beyond  into  Charleston  harbor,  the  crater 

^f  fire  opened,  and  from  Sumter  and  Moultrie,  shot  and  shell 

^11   thick   as  hail-stones  from  heaven.     The  Weehawken 

^ever  stopped,  but  steamed  steadily  on,  till  she  was  suddenly 

iDrought  up  by  an  enormous  hawser  stretching  from  Sumter  to 

^loultrie — supported  by  casks,  and  strung  with  nets,  cables 

^nd    torpedoes.     The    propeller  got  entangled    in   these, 

\)ecame    unmanageable,   and    drifted   about   in   the   fiery 

tempest — her  iron  sides  echoing  under  the  blows  of  the  heavy  * 

metal,  that  fell  incessantly  upon  her.     The  other  vessels,  as 

they  come  up,  see  the  danger,  and  sheer  oflF  to  avoid  it. 

Wheeling  in  the  fire,  they  steer  to  the  other  side  of  the  fort, 

to  try  the  channel  there.     But  here  a  row  of  piles,  rising 

ten  feet  out  of  the  water,  meets  their  gaze,  beyond  which 

stretch  other  obstructions  as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach — and 

beyond  them  still,  rebel  iron-clads  lie  ready  for  action.     To 

make  matters  still  worse,  the  Ironsides  suddenly  refuses  to 

obey  her  rudder,  and  drifts  on  the  heavy  tide  towards  Fort 

Moultrie,  getting  foul  of  the  Catskill  and  Nantucket 
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Du  Pont  now  clearly  sees  that  his  plan  of  action  cannot  be 
carried  out,  and  he  signals  to  the  rest  of  the  fleet  to  disre- 
gard his  movements,  which  is  a  permission  for  each  vessel 
to  act  as  it  deems  best.  To  get  beyond  Sumter  is  now 
clearly  impossible,  and  nothing  remains  but  to  see  whether 
the  fleet  can  stay  long  enough  in  the  vortex  of  that  horrible 
fire,  to  knock  the  fort  to  pieces.  Tons  of  metal  are  falling, 
with  the  weight  of  descending  rocks,  upon  those  iron-clads ; 
yet  each  gallant  commander  is  determined  to  lay  his  vessel 
alongside  the  dark  structure,  and  make  a  broadside  engage- 
ment with  it.  The  Keokuk  is  in  advance,  followed  by  the 
Catskill,  Montauk  and,  further  back,  by  the  other  vessels, 
till  she  is  within  rifle  shot  of  the  nearest  batteries,  when 
the  conflict  becomes  awful.  The  gunners,  stripped  to  their 
waists,  work  their  ponderous  guns  with  cool  determination ; 
and  shot  weighing  four  hundred  and  twenty  pounds,  strike, 
like  heaven's  own  thunderbolts,  the  massive  walls,  sending 
the  stones  in  fragments  through  the  air.  The  din  and 
uproar  are  so  deafening  that  orders  have  to  be  shouted  into 
the  ear,  while  the  thick  smoke  involves  the  shuddering  sea 
and  trembling  land  in  impenetrable  folds. 

But  scarcely  thirty  minutes  had  passed,  when  the  Keokuk 
came  limping  out  of  the  fire,  and  fast  settling  in  the  water. 
The  Ironsides  is  pierced  with  red-hot  -shot — the  Nahant 
gapes  with  thirty  wounds — the  turret  of  the  Passaic  is 
knocked  to  pieces  so  that  it  cannot  revolve — the  Nantucket 
can  use  but  one  gun — a  rifled  shot  has  pierced  the  Catskill, 
and  five  of  the  nine  monitors  must  be  reckoned  out  of  the 
fight.  All  that  thirty-two  guns — the  total  number  carried 
by  the  fleet— could  do  against  three  hundred,  had  now  been 
done,  and  to  keep  up  the  contest  with  but  fifteen  or  sixteen, 
would  be  downright  madness.  Besides,  no  land  force  was 
near  to  take  possession  of  the  fort,  if  silenced,  and  night 
was  coming  on.     Du  Pont  therefore  signaled  the  fleet  to 
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Tetire,  and  the  strange  conflict  ended.  The  Keokuk  had 
hardly  got  out  of  the  fire,  when  she  went  to  the  bottom. 
A  council  of  war  was  called  the  next  morning,  and  it  was 
decided  that  it  would  be  unwise  to  renew  the  attack. 

The  result  awakened  deep  mortification,  and  many  were 
determined  not  to  acknowledge  that  the  failure  was  inevita- 
ble-    Though  Du  Pont  did  all  that  man  could  do,  and  though 
every  subordinate  officer   bore  himself  like   a  hero,    and 
fought  his  ship  with  unequaled  gallantry,  the  public  and  the 
Navy  Department  were  dissatisfied,  and  this  noble  Com- 
mander had  to  sufier   for  not   doing  impossibilities,    was 
ircmoved  from  his  command,  and  Admiral  Foote  put  in  his 
j>lace.     The  sickness,  and  finally,  the  death  of  the  latter,  pre- 
xrented  him  from  entering  on  his  duties,  and  Du  Pont,  in  the 
xnean while,  retained  his  position.    Difficulties,  however,  arose 
tetween  him  and  the  Navy  Department,  and  one  of  the 
test  and  most  popular  commanders  in  the  navy  was  laid 
Oiside,  and  Dahlgren  ultimately  put  in  command  of  the  iron- 
dad  fleet.     History,  however,  will  grant  the  former  that 
justice  which  at  the  time  he  was  denied,  and  place  the 
T)lame  where  it  belongs. 

In  the  meantime,  a  good  deal  of  interest  was  felt  in  the 
iate  of  General  Foster,  who,  during  this  month,  was  for 
some  time  surrounded,  at  Washington,  North  Carolina,  and 
cut  off  firom  supplies.  General  Peck,  also,  stationed  at  Suf- 
folk, had  some  engagements  with  the  enemy,  who  were 
evidently  manceuvering  to  get  possession  of  the  place. 
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CHANXELLORSVILLE — EXCITEMENT   OF   THE    COUNTRY  AT  HOOKER^S  ADVAVCB — 

HIS     CONFIDENT    ADDRESS    TO     HIS    TROOPS — PLAN     OP    THE     BATTLE TUB 

CAVALRY    SENT  OFF  TO  SEVER  LEe's  COMMUNICATIONS ATTACK   BY  **  8T0NB- 

WALl"  JACKSON    ON   HOWARd's  CORPS ITS  DEFEAT — DEATH  OF  JACKSON — 

SUBSEQUENT    BATTLE FREDERtCKSBURO    HEIGHTS    CARRIED  BY  SEDGWICK — 

ATTACKED     BY     LEE,    AND     COMPELLED     TO     RE-CROSS   THE    RIVER HOOKER 

WITHDRAWS    HIS    ARMY DISAPPOINTMENT   OF  THE  COUNTRY FEINT  ON  THE 

REBEL    CAPITAL    FROM    WEST    POINT KILPATRICk's     RIDE     TO    THE    SUBURBS 

OF   RICHMOND — SIEGE     OF    SUFFOLK — GALLANT     DEFENSE    OF   PECK LEB*8 

INVASION    OF    MARYLAND— SURRENDER   OP   WINCHESTER — HOOKER    BUPEB- 
8EDED    BY   MEADE FEELING    OF   THE   PEOPLE. 

BUT  the  great  interest  centered  in  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  which,  it  was  expected,  would  move  the 
moment  the  roads  would  permit.  Still  smarting  with  the 
sense  of  disgrace,  in  the  slaughter  and  defeat  at  Fredericks- 
burg, the  country  was  impatient  of  delay ;  and  when,  at  the 
latter  end  of  the  month,  the  news  flew  over  the  wires,  that 
Hooker  was  crossing  the  Rappahannock,  the  most  intense 
excitement  prevailed  Those  who  had  faith  in  his  general- 
ship felt  that  the  remembrance  of  Fredericksburg  was  to  be 
wiped  out,  and  that  McClellan's,  Pope's  and  Burnside's  fail- 
ures to  annihilate  Lee's  army  and  capture  Richmond,  were 
to  be  efiaced  by  a  victory  that  would  astonish  the  world, 
and  deal  a  death-blow  to  the  rebellion.  Those,  on  the  other 
hand,  who  had  no  faith  in  him  as  a  match  for  Lee,  were 
almost  equally  excited,  believing  that  a  catastrophe  would 
happen.  This  confidence  on  the  one  hand,  and  fear  on  the 
other,  were  deepened  by  the  following  address  which  General 
Hooker  made  to  his  army  after  he  had  safely  crossed  the 
Rappahannock:  "It  is  with  heartfelt  satisfaction  that  the 
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operations  of  the  last  three  days  have  determined  that  our 
enemy  must  ingloriously  fly,  or  come  out  from  behind  their 
defenses,  and  give  us  battle  on  our  own  ground,  where  cer- 
tain destruction  awaits  him."  To  one  class,  this  was  the 
inspiration  and  confidence  of  genius — to  the  other,  who 
remembered  that  to  the  question  put  to  him  by  the  War 
Investigating  Committee,  as  to  what  the  ill  success  of  the 
-Army  of  the  Potomac  was  owing  when  in  front  of  Richmond, 
lie  replied,  "  To  the  incompetency  of  its  leader,"  his  words 
seemed  a  rash  boast,  prophetic  only  of  defeat. 

The  two  great  armies  of  the  Union,  West  and  East,  were 

»t  the  same  time  entering  on  movements  of  vital  importance 

to  the  Union  cause.     Grant,  as  it  has  been  seen,  having 

thrown  his  army  across  the  Mississippi,  on  the  1st  of  May 

attacked  the  enemy  at  Port  Gibson,  and  commenced  that 

series  of  extraordinary  victories  which  brought  him  in  the 

Tear  of  Vicksburg,  and  insured  its  downfall.     Hooker's  army 

laving  crossed  the  Rappahannock,  on  the  2nd — the  next  day 

after  the  battle  of  Port  Gibson — ^he  fought  the  battle  of  Chan- 

cellorsville,  which  he  had  believed  would  force  the  enemy  into 

-a  disastrous  retreat  to  Richmond,  and  secure  the  conquest  of 

that  place.   But  the  results  of  the  two  movements  were  widely 

different.     The  thunder  of  Grant's  cannon,  rolling  up  the 

Mississippi,  proclaimed  victory — the   echoes  of  Hooker's, 

breaking  across  the  Rappahannock,  announced  defeat  and 

disgrace. 

BATTLE   OF   CHANCELLORSVILLE. 

The  main  plan  of  Hooker  seems  intelligible  enough.  He 
endeavored  to  confuse  the  enemy  as  to  the  intended  point 
of  crossing,  and  then  suddenly  throw  his  army  over  the 
river  several  miles  above  Fredericksburg,  and  fix  himself  in 
a  position  to  compel  Lee  to  attack  him,  or  hastily  retreat 


186  POSITION    OF    THE    ARMY, 

towards  Richmoncl  in  order  to  save  his  communications  with 
the  rebel  Capital.  To  threaten  the  latter  still  more,  he 
stripped  his  anny  of  its  cavalry,  and  sent  it,  under  Stone- 
man,  to  cut  the  railroads  in  rear  of  Lee.  In  the  meantime, 
Sedgwick,  with  some  twenty  thousand  men,  was,  at  the 
proper  time,  to  cross  in  front  of  Fredericksburg  and  carry 
the  intrenched  heights,  and  then  co-operate  with  Hooker, 
as  he  drove  the  enemy  before  him.  A  part  of  the  pro- 
gramme was  successfully  carried  out.  Stoneman  got  in  the 
rear  of  Lee,  and  swept  triumphantly  on  towards  Richmond, 
tearing  up  the  railroad  as  he  advanced.  Hooker  succeeded, 
also,  in  throwing  his  army  safely  over  the  Rappahannock, 
and  took  up  the  position  he  desired,  and  began  to  intrench 
himself.  He  now  felt  that  the  most  diificult  part  of  his  work 
was  accomplished,  and  said,  exultingly,  that  Lee's  army  was 
the  ''  legitimate  property  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac." 

On  Saturday,  May  2nd,  his  head-quarters  were  at  Chan- 
cellorsville,  which  consisted  of  a  single  house,  standing  at 
the  intersection  of  the  Gordonsville  plank-road  and  Orange 
County  turnpike.  This  was  a  central  point  to  his  magnificent 
army  of  more  than  a  hundred  thousand  men,  and  was  five 
miles  from  the  ford  which  he  had  successfully  crossed.  A 
small  field  lies  in  front  of  the  house,  but  beyond  and  on 
every  side,  stretches  away  a  tangled  wilderness.  Two  miles 
out,  on  the  plank-road,  lay  Howard's  Corps — the  Eleventh, 
composed  in  part  of  German  troops — holding  the  extreme 
right.  To  prevent  a  flank  movement,  it  was  made  to  front 
three  ways.  Sickles  was  next  to  him.  Slocum  was  stationed 
near  the  house,  and  Meade  beyond  him,  with  the  Fifth  Corps. 
Beyond  these,  completing  the  line  on  the  left.  Couch,  with 
the  Second  Corps,  lay,  to  prevent  a  movement  in  this  direc- 
tion on  the  United  States  Ford. 

Thus  matters  stood,  on  Saturday  afternoon.  Lee,  perfectly 
aware  of  our  position,  sent  "  Stonewall "  Jackson  to  execute 
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m  grand  flank  movement  on  Hooker's  extreme  right,  where 

nioward  was  stationed.     This  indomitable  chieftain  worked 

sind  cut  his  way  through  the  tangled  forest,  till  he  overlapped 

Howard,  and  then,  just  at  evening,  fell  on  him  like  a  bolt 

irom  heaven,  shivering  his  corps,  with  one  fierce  blow,  into 

^  thousand  fragments.     His  fierce  battalions,  shouting  as 

they  came,  drove  the  panic-stricken  fugitives,  like  a  herd 

of  frightened  buffaloes,  back  towards  the  center  of  the  army, 

and  seemed  about  to  get  in  Hooker's  rear,  and  make  an  end 

of  him,  without  the  dignity,  even,  of  a  great  battle.     The 

latter  saw  his  danger,  and  at  once  showed  his  true  qualities 

as  a  Commander.     A  more  terrible  man,  at  the  head  of  his 

own  division,  never  trod  a  battle-field,  and  as  such  he  must 

now  save  himself.     Sickles  had  gallantly  tried,  but  in  vain, 

to  make  a  successful  stand.     Howard,  than  whom  a  braver 

man  never  drew  sword,  galloped  furiously  among  his  broken 

columns,  waving  his^ empty  sleeve  as  a  banner  to  his  men, 

in  vain — his  noble  heart  breaking  at  the  disaster  he  was 

powerless  to  avert.     A  wilder  wreck  never  strewed   the 

ocean  than  that  tumultuous  field  exhibited  in  the  gloom  of 

that  night     In  this  perilous  crisis.  Hooker  called  on  his  old 

division,  now  Berry's,  to  stop  this  refluent  tide  of  battle. 

Moving  firmly  into  the  breach,  it  presented  a  solid  front, 

behind  which  Sickles,  and  Howard  a  little  later,  rallied  a 

part  of  their  troops,  and  arrested  the  further  progress  of  the 

enemy.     Thirty  pieces  of  artillery  were  massed  in  front  of 

Berry's  position,  and  sent  their  terrific  loads  of  canister 

without  a  moment's  cessation,  into  the  crowded  ranks  of  the 

enemy,  that  pressed  on,  reckless  of  death.     The  moon  shone 

brightly  down  on  field  and  wood,  over  which  rolled  the 

white  and  sulphurous  war  clouds,   like  drifts  of  ocean  mist 

along  the  trembling  shore.     Out  of  the  deep  shadows  of  the 

woods,  and  up  from  the  open  spaces  flooded  with  moonlight, 

arose  the  shouts  of  men,  the  swift  crash  of  musketry,  and 
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the  confused  noise  of  foes  struggling  in  mortal  combat. 
But,  at  midnight,  Jackson's  victorious  charge  was  stopped, 
and  a  lull  fell  on  the  trampled  field.  Hooker  had  placed 
himself  where,  he  said,  the  enemy  must  come  out  and  attack 
him.  The  latter  had  done  so,  and,  with  one  tremendous 
blow,  doubled  his  army  up. 

Hooker  now  changed  his  position,  so  as  to  make  his  lines 
more  compact  and  solid,  and  better  able  to  resist  the  head- 
long charges  of  the  rebels.  What  the  object  of  the  latter 
was,  in  not  pressing  the  battle  further  that  night,  is  not 
plain,  for  an  event  occurred  after  it  was  over,  which  doubtless 
had  an  important  bearing  on  the  operations  of  the  next 
morning.  Jackson,  whose  brilliant  and  overwhelming  charge 
had  so  paralyzed  Hooker,  after  the  conflict ,  rode  with  his 
staff  over  the  ground  in  front  of  the  skirmishers,  to  make 
observations,  and  decide  where  he  should  plant  his  next 
blow,  and  in  returning,  was  fired  on  by  his  own  men,  through 
mistake,  and  mortally  wounded.  This  disaster  was  almost 
equivalent  to  a  victory  for  us.  This  indomitable  chieftain, 
at  the  head  of  his  veterans,  pressing  up  the  advantage  he 
had  gained  the  night  before,  could  hardly  have  failed  to 
affect  the  fortunes  of  the  day.  He  himself  is  reported  to 
have  said,  that  had  he  not  been  struck  down,  he  would  have 
cut  off  Hooker's  retreat  to  his  pontoons. 

The  next  morning,  Sunday,  at  five  o'clock,  the  enemy 
again  moved  to  the  attack,  determined  to  finish  what  they 
had  successfully  commenced.  They  came  along  the  turnpike 
from  the  west,  and  were  met  by  Berry's  and  Birney's  divi- 
sions, moving  forward  from  both  sides  of  the  road,  supported 
by  Whipple  and  Williams.  The  artillery  of  the  latter  was 
posted  so  as  to  command  all  the  approaches  by  the  turnpike. 
Forty  pieces,  under  Best,  swept  the  ground  in  front,  and  when 
the  rebels,  in  solid  mass,  came  through  the  woods,  opened 
their  fire  with  appalling  fierceness.     "  The  advancing  column 
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^v^as  cut  up  and  gashed,  as  if  pierced,  seamed  and  ploughed 
l^j-  invincible  lightning.  Companies  and  regiments  melted 
^.^vaj,  yet  still  they  came  on.  Berry  and  Birney  advanced 
"to  meet  them.  They  were  terrible  shocks.  The  living 
"^aves  rolled  against  each  other,  as  you  have  seen  the  billows 
on  a  stormy  sea."  Nothing,  however,  could  resist  the 
tremendous  charges  of  tjie  rebels,  and  Sickles'  Corps  was 
gradually  forced  back.  They  could  not  break  our  steadfast 
lines,  but  still,  compelled  them  to  yield  the  ground.  For 
nearly  six  hours,  the  battle  raged  with  fearful  ferocity,  and 
then  the  rebels  withdrew.  In  the  afternoon,  they  again  ad- 
Aranced  to  the  attack,  but  pressed  it  less  vigorously,  as  if 
^^reakened  by  their  own  tremendous  exertions. 

On  this  same  Sabbath  day,  Sedgwick  had  carried  the 
lieights  of  Fredericksburg — the  "light  brigade"  winning 
immortal  honor  in  the  last  brilliant  assault — ^and  prepared 
ckt  once  to  co-operate  with  Hooker.     Had  the  latter  been 
mble  to  carry  out  his  part  of  the  plan  and  advance,  after 
^he  enemy  had  exhausted  himself  in  a  fruitless  attack  on  his 
own  defenses,  doubtless  a  great  victory  would  have  been 
gained.     But  he  had  been  beaten,  though  not  routed,  in  his 
own  chosen  position — ^behind  his  defenses — and  driven  back. 
Under  these  circumstances,  an  advance  was  out  of  the  ques- 
tion, and  he  began  to  look  about  anxiously,  to  see,  not  how 
he  might  beat  the  enemy,  but  save  his  army.     Heavy  rains 
had  set  in,  and  the  river  in  his  rear  began  to  rise,  and  though 
Stoneman,  with  his  fearless  troopers,  was  in  Lee's  rear,  and 
Sedgwick's  gallant  battalions  were  shouting  on  the  heights 
of  Fredericksburg,  it  all  availed  nothing.     Humbled  and 
mortified,  he  must  swallow  his  boastings,  and  march  back 
over  the  river,  a  defeated  man.     With  an  army  variously 
estimated  at  one  hundred  and  twenty  and  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  men,  he  had  been  beaten  by  sixty  thousand. 
Seeing  Hooker  so  badly  punished,  Lee  sent  an  over- 
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whelming  force  against  Sedgwick,  who,  leaving  a  part  of  his 
force  to  hold  the  works  of  Fredericksburg,  was  with  the 
main  army  advancing  along  the  plank-road  towards  Chan- 
cellorsville,  to  co-operate  with  Hooker.  After  a  severe  fight, 
he  compelled  him  to  retreat  across  the  river  under  the  fire 
of  his  artillery,  which  threatened  momentarily  to  break  in 
pieces  the  frail  bridge,  that  swayed  and  trembled  under  the 
weight  of  his  swiftly  marching  columns.  It  was  almost  a 
miracle  that  this  brave  officer  succeeded  in  saving  his  entire 
corps  from  utter  destruction.  The  force  left  on  the  heights 
were  also  driven  out  of  the  works  and  over  the  Rappahannock, 
and  the  position,  captured  so  gallantly,  recovered  by  the  rebels. 

On  Tuesday  night.  Hooker  also  recrossed  the  Rappahan- 
nock, without  loss.  Had  Lee  known  of  his  movements,  it 
could  not  have  been  done  without  serious  disaster. 

No  battle  of  the  war  caused  such  fierce  and  angry  discussion 
as  this.  Some  asserted  that  Hooker  retreated  only  because 
the  sudden  rise  in  the  river  threatened  to  carry  away  his 
pontoons,  and  cut  off*  his  communications.  But  if  General 
Hooker  made. the  important  move  he  did,  in  the  Spring  of 
the  year,  without  taking  into  account  the  probable  rise 
of  the  Rappahannock,  he  committed  a  great  blunder — ^in 
fact,  an  unpardonable  one.  No  event  was  more  likely  to 
occur  than  this,  at  that  season,  and  a  movement  made  with- 
out anticipating  it  was  a  most  unmilitary  one. 

Much  was  said  of  the  skill  and  secrecy  with  which  Hooker 
had  thrown  his  army  across  the  river  at  the  point  chosen — 
thus  outwitting  Lee ;  but  it  afterwards  leaked  out,  through 
some  private  papers  captured,  that  during  the  Winter  pre- 
vious, this  very  spot  had  been  selected  by  the  rebel  Generals 
as  the  one  where  he  would  cross;  and  Chancellorsville, 
or  its  neighborhood,  designated  as  the  field  where  the  next 
great  battle  would  be  fought.  The  truth  is,  Hooker  escaped 
with  less  loss  than  he  had  a  right  to  expect     If  Jackson 
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had  not  fallen,  it  is  scarcely  possible  that  the  former  would 
have  been  able   to  recross   the   river   without   discovery 
find  attack.     Oa  the  other  hand,  Sedgwick  saved  his  corps 
by     extraordinary  skill.     After  their  brilliant  success,   the 
rebels  seemed  to  show  a  great  lack  of  generalship  or  enter- 
prise. 

In  conjunction  with  Hooker's  ^endeavor  to  crush  Lee's 
army,  on  the  Rappahannock,  a  feint  movement  was  made 
R'g'a.inst  Richmond,  by  way  of  West  Point,  under  General 
ICojes,  which  many  thought  should  have  been  a  real  one,  as 
Richmond  was  so  stripped  of  defenders,  that  its  capture  was 
considered  an  easy  matter. 

Colonel    Kilpatrick,   under    Stoneman's    command,   had 
hashed  down  in  rear  of  Lee's  army,  destroying  depots,  rail- 
roads and  telegraph  wires  in  his  way — scattered  the  dctach- 
^^^nts  that  obstructed  his  path — galloped  to  the  very  suburbs 
^^  the  rebel  Capital,  spreading  terror  and  confusion  wherever 
^^  Went,  and  at  length,  on  the  7th  of  May,  he  rode  into  our 
^^nes  at  Gloucester  Point.    He  had  been  five  days  in  the  saddle, 
^^d,  through  rain  and  mud,  marched  two  hundred  miles — 
^osing^  in  all,  but  one  officer  and  thirty-seven  men.     In  this 
^Icl  march  into  the  interior,  Stoneman  had  destroyed  bridges, 
^Ulverts,  ferries,  wagons   and   trains,  and  captured  horses 
^^O.  mules,  with  but  little  loss  to  himself;  and  the  most  that 
^^^Id  be,  was  made  of  it,  to  compensate  for  the  mortification 
^^  Booker's  defeat ;  but,  aside  from  the  boldness,  and  skill, 
^^^  energy,  with  which  it  was  conducted,  there  was  little  to 
^^Hsole  the  people.     It  was  a  whirlwind  sweeping  through 
^tie  country,  terrible  in  appearance,  yet  producing  no  lasting 
^t  very  serious  results,  for  the  defeat  at  Chancellorsville 
tendered  the  temporary  destruction  of  Lee's  communications 
^f  no  value. 

Another  event  occurred  at  this  time,  which  excited  but 
little  attention,  on  account  of  the  more  stirring  scenes  passing 
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on  the  Rappahannock.  This  was  the  raising  the  siege  of 
Suffolk,  by  Longstreet.  General  Peck  had  been  sent  tc 
command  at  this  place,  the  September  before,  with  an  army 
of  about  thirteen  thousand  men,  and  for  six  months  labored 
unweariedly  to  put  it  in  a  state  of  defense.  It  lies  at 
the  head  of  the  Nansemond  River,  thirty  miles  above 
where  it  empties  into  the  James  River.  A  railroad,  twenty 
miles  long,  connected  it  with  Norfolk,  from  which  Peck 
received  his  supplies.  In  April,  Longstreet,  with  a  force 
estimated  at  thirty  or  forty  thousand  men,  advanced  against 
Suffolk,  designing  to  cut  the  railroad  in  rear  of  it,  cap- 
ture the  army  there,  and  march  on  Norfolk.  In  order 
to  weaken  the  garrison,  he  sent  a  force  to  operate  against 
Little  Washington,  which  caused,  as  he  anticipated,  an  order 
to  be  sent  to  Peck  for  reinforcements.  He  then  crossed  the 
Blackwater,  and,  in  three  heavy  columns,  moved  confidently 
forward  on  Suffolk.  Peck,  advised  of  this  movement,  tele- 
graphed to  Admiral  Lee,  who  sent  up  gunboats  to  operate 
in  the  Nansemond,  and  assist  him  in  preventing  this  over- 
whelming force  from  crossing  the  stream.  Longstreet,  find- 
ing Peck  prepared,  at  every  point,  to  receive  him,  abandoned 
the  attempt  to  take  the  place  by  surprise,  and  sat  down 
before  it  in  regular  seige.  Planting  batteries  along  the 
stream,  he  first  endeavored  to  drive  the  gunboats  away  or 
sink  them.  A  fierce  artillery  fight  followed,  in  which  the 
gunboats  were  riddled  with  shot.  Lieutenants  Gushing  and 
Lamson,  who  commanded  the  river  fleet,  clung  to  the  enemy's 
batteries  with  a  tenacity  which  nothing  could  shake  loose. 
General  Getty,  commanding  the  third  division  of  the  Ninth 
Army  Corps,  held  the  line  of  the  Nansemond,  nine  miles  in 
length,  and  by  his  sleepless  vigilance  and  skill,  kept  Long- 
,  street's  army  from  effecting  a  crossing.  But,  on  the  18th 
of  April,  the  enemy  succeeded  in  establishing  a  battery  at 
Hill's  Point,  six  miles  from  Suffolk,  which  threatened  to 
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^rive  the  gunboats  offT    But  this  strong  earth-work  was 

^^^prised  and  captured  by  a  brilliant  night  attack,  made  by 

*^o  hundred  and  eighty  men  of  the  Eighty-ninth  New  York 

^^d  Eighth  Connecticut  volunteers.     The  garrison  of  one 

^^ndred  and  thirty-seven  men,  and  five  guns,  were  captured 

^^  this  gallant  assault.     Longstreet  now  began  to  strengthen 

*^^s  defenses.     Peck,  with  his  small  force,  was  compelled  to 

^"^extask  his  men,  yet  he  held  his  powerful  foe  grimly  at 

^Ti  till  the  3rd  of  May,  when  the  events  at  Chancellorsville 

^^Tised  Longstreet  to  raise  his  siege  of  twenty-four  days. 

The  skill  and  courage  of  General  Peck,  in  thus  defeating 

^^e  plans  of  Longstreet,  called  forth  the  highest  encomiums 

^^  General  Dix,  who  afterwards  asked  the  Government  to 

^ake  a  separate  department  of  this  section,  and  place  Peck 

^ver  it. 

Longstreet  was  summoned,  with  his  defeated  army,  to 
•Fredericksburg,  for  Lee,  now  he  had  measured  strength 
^ith  Hooker,  and  tested  satisfactorily  his  capacity,  treated 
lim  with  the  same  contempt  he  showed  to  Pope,  and  resolved 
to  march  some  hundred  and  fifty  miles  around  him,  by  the 
Shenandoah  Valley,  to  the  Potomac,  and,  crossing  over  into 
Maryland,  complete  the  invasion  which  the  year  before  had 
been  brought  to  such  a  disastrous  termination  by  the  battle 
of  Antietam.  It  was  a  bold  move,  but  he  seemed  to  think 
that  he  could  give  his  antagonist  thirty  thousand  men  more 
than  his  own  army,  and  yet  beat  him  on  any  fair  field. 

The  country  was  made  to  believe,  that  though  Hooker 
was  defeated,  he  had  inflicted  such  a  heavy  blow  on  the 
enemy  as  to  cripple  him  severely,  and  render  him  incapable 
of  any  serious  movement  for  a  long  time  to  come.  But  the 
rumors  that  he  was  swinging  his  superb  army  around  Wash- 
ington, towards  Harper's  Ferry,  effectually  dispelled  this 
illusion.  His  movements  seemed  wrapped  in  mystery,  and 
the  country  was  amazed  that  no  blow  was  struck  against  his 
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extended  line.     Lee  actually  moved  clear  around  our  arm 
as  coolly  and  leisurely  as  though  no  enemy  confronted  hi 
By  the  last  of  the  month,  the  people  of  Maryland  wer 
alarmed  at  the  tidings  that  his  advance  troops  were  in  th 
neighborhood  of  the  Upper  Potomac.     On  the  16th  of  Jun 
Governor  Bradford  issued  a  proclamation,  calling  on  th 
citizens  to  rally  for  their  defense. 

The  first  blow  fell  on  General  Milroy,  at  Winchester.     H 
had  been  in  command  at  this  place  since  the  last  of  Dece 
ber,  the  previous  year,  and  had  under  him  about  seve 
thousand  men,  which  was  considered  an  ample  force  to  hoi 
the  position  against  all  the  rebels  known  to  be  in  the  Valle 
But,  on  the  11th  of  June,  he  received  a  telegram  fro 
Colonel  Don  Piatt,  Chief  of  Stafi*,  at  Harper^s  Ferry,  orderia 
him  to  fall  back  at  once  on  the  latter  place.     Milroy,  inste 
of  obeying,  telegraphed  to  General  Schenck,  at  Baltimor 
his  immediate  Commander,   expressing  his  regret  at  tha. 
order,  and  declaring  that  he  could  hold  the  post  against 
the  force  the  "rebels  could  aflFord  to  bring  against  it." 
received  permission,  in  reply,  to  remain  till  further  orde 
But  he  soon  ascertained,  from  his  scouts,  that  Ewell 
Longstreet,   with  an  overwhelming  force,  were  advanci 
swiftly  against  him,  and  he  immediately  called  in  all  his  o 
posts.     Instead,  however,  of  retreating,  he  still  waited 
further  developments.     On  Sunday  morning,  four  batteri 
suddenly  opened  on  him,  and  ten  thousand  men  precipitat 
themselves  on   the  outwork   commanding   the  approac 
from  the  west,  and  swept  it  like  a  storm.     But  by  the 
from  the  fort  proper  and  the  Baltimore  battery,  command!  «^^i 
this  work,  the  enemy  were  soon  driven  out.     An  artillst*^ 
fight  then  commenced,  which  lasted  till  eight  o'clock  in  t;I^^ 
evening.     Milroy  now  called  a  council  of  war,  in  which.     ^' 
was  decided  to  abandon  the  artillery  and  wagons,  and  fi**^ 
back  on  Harper's  Ferry.     The  troops  marched  out  at  on^ 
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o'clock  in  the  morning,  and,  proceeding  by  a  ravine  around 
the  town,  struck  the  Martinsburg  road,  and  pressed  swiftly- 
forward.     The  column,  however,  soon  found  its  way  blocked 
t>y  the  enemy,  who  had  got  in  front.     In  attempting  to  cut 
its  ^way  through,  the  army  became  divided,  and  hurried  for- 
ward by  different  routes  towards  the  Potomac.     Milroy,  with 
one  column,  took  the  road  to  Harper's  Ferry,  and  arrived 
there  safely  the  same  afternoon.     The  other  column,  com- 
pletely disorganized,  crossed  at  Hancock,  and  finally  assembled 
at  Bloody  Run,  Pennsylvania,  twenty-seven  hundred  strong. 
At  first,  it  was  supposed  that  Milroy  had  lost  a  third  of  his 
army,  but,  in  the  end,  only  a  few  hundred  were  found  to  be 
missing.     The  loss  in  artillery  and  trains,  however,  was  felt 
to  be  a  great  disgrace,  and  Milroy  was  put  under  arrest,  by 
order  of  Halleck.     That  he  committed  a  great  error,  in  not 
obeying  at  once  the  first  order  he  received,  is  very  clear. 
But  Schenck,  who  gave  him  permission  to  remain  till  further 
orders,  was  still  more  culpable.     His  excuse  was,  that  the 
original  order,  which  he  received  fi-om  Halleck,  contained 
^o  such  peremptory  command  as  Don  Piatt  had  dispatched. 
This  is  true,  and  the  guilt  of  this  disgraceful   surrender 
^^^t  be  divided  between  the  General-in-Chief,  Milroy  and 
p^benck.     The  only  clear,  prompt  military  mind  engaged 
^  the  whole  transaction,  was  Don  Piatt. 

Xee  at  once  crossed  the  Potomac,  occupied  Hagerstown, 
*^d  pushed  on  to  Pennsylvania,  causing  the  most  intense 
f^citement  at  Harrisburg,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Wash- 
^^gton,  and  throughout  the  country.  The  President  called 
^^  the  several  States  for  their  militia,  and  New  York  had 
J*^^  honor  of  sending  forward  the  first  troops.  Hooker  fol- 
^Ved  Lee  on  his  right  flank,  and,  on  the  27th  of  June, 
^^cupied  Frederick  City.  Cavalry  fights  had  occurred  all 
^ong,  at  Beverly's  Ford,  Brandy  Station,  Berryville  and 
•^die,  some  of  them  very  severe  ones,  but  they  had  no  effect 
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on  Lee's  movements.     He  had  occupied  all  the  gaps  of  t" 
Blue  Ridge,  through  which  he  watched  the  movements 
Hooker,  ready  at  any  moment  to  give  him  battle. 

At  Frederick,  on  the  28th,  Hooker,  by  order  of  the  W 
Department,  relinquished  the  command  of  the  army,  a. 
Major-General  George  G.  Meade  was  put  in  his  place.  X 
announcement  of  this  change,  on  the  eve  of  a  great  a. 
decisive  battle,  took  the  country  by  surprise,  and  awaken< 
the  deepest  anxiety  in  every  breast.  Meade  was  but  litt 
known;  besides,  the  time  chosen  to  make  this  importai 
change,  was  deemed  ill-judged.  More  than  this,  it  we 
currently  reported  that  it  was  caused  by  a  quarrel  betwee 
Hooker,  and  Halleck  the  General-in-Chief.  This  disquiete 
the  public  mind,  also,  for  everything  seemed  to  go  wron 
with  the  noble  army  of  the  Potomac,  whoever  commande 
it.  Hence,  when,  soon  after  Meade  had  commenced  h 
march,  it  was  reported  that  he  had  cut  telegraphic  commi 
nication  between  himself  and  Washington,  that  he  mig] 
not  be  interfered  with,  the  whole  country  applauded  the  ac 
This  fact  is  a  bitter  commentary  on  the  management 
Washington  at  that  time,  and  shows  how  low  in  the  estim 
tion  of  the  people,  the  military  capacity  of  the  Secretai 
of  War  and  the  General-in-Chief  was  held. 
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WHEN  Meade  took  command  of  the  army,  Lee  was 
well  advanced  into  the  Interior,  and  he  immediately 
followed  after  him.  The  latter  was  very  anxious  respecting 
his  communications,  and  sent  Ewell  eastward  from  Chambers- 
burg,  to  cross  the  South  Mountain.  Early's  division  moved 
east  as  far  as  York,  on  the  inhabitants  of  which  he  levied  a 
large  sum  of  money,  while  the  rest  of  the  corps  kept  on  to 
Carlisle.  Lee  now  determined  to  move  upon  Harrisburg, 
but  on  the  night  of  the  29th,  hearing  that  Meade  was  well 
across  the. Potomac,  and  had  advanced  as  far  as  the  South 
Koantain,  threatening  his  communications,  he  determined 
to  concentrate  his  army  east  of  the  mountains,  and  Long- 
street  and  Hill  were  directed  to  march  from  Chambersburg 
Xy  Gettysburg,  to  which  point,  also,  Ewell  was  ordered  to 
Xasten  from  Carlisle.  The  reports  of  these  movements 
having  reached  Meade,  he  ordered  Reynolds,  with  the  First, 
Eleventh  and  Third  Corps,  to  move  forward  and  occupy  the 
olace.     On  the  arrival  of  the  latter,  he  found  Buford's  cav- 
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airy  fighting  fiercely  with  Hill,  who  was  pouring  his  colu 
through  the  mountains,  on  the  Cashtown  road.     Movin 
promptly  around  the  town,  he  deployed  his  advance  division, 
and  marched  steadily  and  sternly  on  the  enemy,  and  at  th 
same  time  sent  back  a  courier  to  Howard,  with  the  Eleventhrfj 
Corps,  to  hurry  forward.   The  conflict  had  hardly  commenced^ 
when  Reynolds  fell,  mortally  wounded,  and  the  comman 
of  the  First  Corps  devolved  on  Doubleday.     In  the  mean 
time,  at  half-past  eleven,  Howard  arrived  on  the  field,  anc^- jkk 
took  chief  command.     The  enemy  were  now  pushed  vigor3Kr-^f, 
ously,  and  Doubleday  handsomely  entrapped  and  took  pri^^^jj. 
oners  an  entire  rebel  brigade.    The  Eleventh  Corps  gallantl;  J^ 
redeemed  its  fair  fame  lost  at  Chancellorsville,  and  Hill  w^=is 
getting  severely  punished,  when,  at  two  o'clock,  the  bann 
of  EwelFs  Corps  were  seen  advancing  to  the  field,  along 
York  road,  outflanking  Howard's  line  of  battle.     The  latt^3ir 
had,  as  he  advanced  to  the  attack,  left  Stein wehr's  divisio 
with  its  artillery,  on  Cemetery  Ridge,  in  rear^f  the  tow' 
and  when  he  found  it  necessary  to  fall  back,  with  great  foir 
thought  he  sent  to  the  same  commanding  position  some 
guns,  and  thus,  almost  by  chance,  and  to  protect  hims^ 
from  defeat,  fixed  the  grand  central  point  of  the  mi, 
battle  that  was  to  decide  the  campaign. 

When  the  tidings  of  Reynolds'  fall  reached  Meade,    1^-6 
immediately  dispatched  Hancock  to  represent  him  on 
field,  saying,  as  he  departed,  "  If  you  find  a  good  place 
fight  there,  let  me  know."     The  latter  arrived  on  the  groim 
only  to  find  the  army  in  confused  retreat,  and  Howard  rally 
ing  his  forces  behind  Cemetery  Hill.     The  enemy  pour 
tumultuously  through  Gettysburg  in  fierce  pursuit,  and 
tured  some  twenty-five  hundred  of  our  troops.     But  as  tb^/ 
approached  the  ridge,  they  were  met  by  a  fierce  artill^^ 
fire,  and,  after  struggling  a  while  to  make  head  against  ^^ 
fell  back,  and,  night  coming  on,  the  conflict  ended.     Stuart 
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i\'itli  his  cavalry,  which  had  been  following  Hooker  in  Virginia, 
when  the  latter  crossed  the  Potomac,  crossed  further  down, 
so  that  he  was  at  this  time  between  Meade,  and  Washin^rton 
and  Baltimore.  His  presence  in  this  region  created  the 
wildest  consternation,  and  the  streets  of  the  former  place 
were  barricaded,  and  the  citizens  sumnioned  to  defend  the 
place.  This  isolated  position  of  his,  however,  was  of  incal- 
culable advantage  to  us,  for  had  he  been  present  with  EwelFs 
corps  on  this  day,  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  in  all  human 
probability,  would  never  have  been  fought. 

When  Hancock  reported  the  state  of  affairs  to  Meade,  and 
the  position  which  Howard  had  selected,  he  immediately 
resolved  to  give  battle  at  that  point,  and,  having  dispatched 
Swift  riders  to  the  different  corps,  with  orders  for  them  to 
txiarch  with  the  utmost  speed  to  Gettysburg,  he  himself  set 
Dut,  and  reached  the  place  a  little  after  midnight.  Lee,  all 
Lhis  eventful  night,  was  also  concentrating  his  army^  bat,  being 
Ignorant  of  Meade's  movements,  he  advanced  cautiously, 
Euid  all  too  slowly  for  himself  One  west,  and  the  other  east 
of  the  Cumberland  Mountains  which  separated  them,  the 
mighty  columns  of  the  two  armies  pressed  forward,  all  that 
'warm  July  night,  towards  the  great  battle-field  of  the  morrow. 
]But  how  unequal  were  the  prospects !  Lee  was  hurrying  on 
to  find  a  place  on  which  to  fight ;  while  Meade,  not  by  his  own 
foresight,  but  by  the  foresight  of  Providence,  had  selected 
iis,  which  seemed  by  that  same  Providence  made  on  purpose 
for  the  rebel  host  to  break  itself  to  pieces  against.  The 
defeat  and  retreat  of  the  day  had  forced  this  position  on  us, 
which,  if  held  by  the  rebels  instead  of  us,  would  in  all 
probability  have  reversed  the  fortunes  of  that  great  and 
vital  campaign. 
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THE  BATTLE   OF   GETTYSBURG. 

The  morning  of  the  2nd  of  July,  lit  up  a  strange  and 
thrilling  scene  around  that  hitherto  quiet  inland  town,  the 
inhabitants  of  which,  a  few  hours  before,  little  thought  that 
one  of  the  mightiest  battles  of  the  war,  and  of  the  age,  would 
be  fought  there.  No  teams  of  the  farmer  were  moving  that 
day.  The  swath  in  the  harvest-field  lay  where  it  had  fallen 
the  evenings:  before.  The  streets  and  the  door-vards  were 
filled  with  pale  and  anxious  men  and  women,  and  all  was 
expectation — save  that  the  unconscious  herds  grazed  quietly 
in  the  fields,  and  the  summer  birds  sang  merrily  as  exer 
.  among  the  green  tree-tops.  But  these  things  were  unheede 
amid  the  mighty  preparations  on  either  side.  The  stead 
tramp,  tramp,  of  the  arriving  columns,  with  streaming  ban- 
ners, and  loud,  defiant  music — the  heavy  rumbling  of  artillei 

carriages,  as  they  swept  in  long  and  ominous  rows  on  thi ^       ® 

field — the  pealing  of  bugles,   the   galloping  of  horsemeL  -^m^     '^ 
hither  and  thither,  and  all  the  fearful  preparations  nec( 
when  two  hundred  thousand  men  are  about  to  close  in  fierce 
and  mortal  combat,  absorbed  all  minor  interests,  and  mad< 
that  July  morning  appear  to  those  inhabitants  solemn  as  tin 
closing  day  of  time. 

As  soon  as  daylight  had  revealed  the  landscape  distinctly 
Meade  was  in  the  saddle,  and  rode  all  over  his  position,  t< 
take  in  its  capabilities,  and  aiTange  the  location  of  his  troops 
His  eye  rested  on  the  rebel  army,  marshaling  in  the  distance 
and  ever  and  anon  turned  anxiously  along  the  roads  ov< 
which  his   own   brave   troops  were  coming.     They  wei 
pressing  forward   at   the  top  of  their  speed,  brigade 
brigade  and  division  on  .division,  till,  by  seven  o'clock,  tl 
Second  and  Fifth  Corps,  and  the  balance  of  the  Third,  h 
reached  the  field,  and  at  once  marched  to  their  appointed' 
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pl^^c^os.     Fiu*  back,  many  a  weary  mile,  panting  over  the 

dti^rt^'  roads,  was  the  gallant  Sixth,  with  the  noble  Sedgwick 

at    it::.^  head,  straining  every  nerve  to  reach  the  point  of  dan- 

gsxr.        It  had  started  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  all 

nig^>ii.t  long  swept  forward   as  though  on  a  race  for  life. 

Tln.i:irty-two  miles  lay  between  it  and  Gettysburg,  to  which 

tti  ^    xirgent  order  of  Meade  was  hurrying  it.     It  accomplished 

tti.^    "whole  distance  by  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

ur  line  of  battle,  when  completed,  extended  for  nearly 

miles  along  a  row  of  heights  which  receded  to  the  right 

left  from  Cemetery  Hill,  that  stood  boldly  out  in  front, 

^^^^^xlooking  Gettysburg,  and  field  and  woodland  beyond. 

line  was  in  shape  something  like  a  horse-shoe.     The 

it  was  strongly  protected  by  Wolf's  and  Gulp's  hills,  very 

tp  and  difficult  of  ascent,  while  Howard,  with  the  Eleventh 

ps,  held  the  center.     At  his  right,  across  the  road,  ork 

ther  hill,  was  the  First  Corps.     Next  to  him,  completing 

'^^    right,  was  the  Twelfth  Corps,  under  Sloeum.     On  thj& 

'-^^^  of  Cemetery  Hill,  was  Hancock's  Second  Corps ;  nexfe  to 

*^i*:^>a,  the  Third  Corps,  under  Sickles — forming  the  left,,  until 

^'"^^  arrival,  in  the  midst  of  the  battle,  of  the  Fifth  Corps,,  under 

:es.    Thus  stood  the  Union  army  oa  Thursday  afternoon. 

^n  Lee's  army,  Ewell  occupied  the  left,  Hill  the  center, 

Longstreet  the  right     He  had  not.  designed  to  give 

^^^t-tle  unless  attacked,  when  he  could  choose  his  own  posi- 

^*"^ii,  but  finding  himself  suddenly  confronted  by  Meade, 


doubtless  encouraged  by  the  previous  day's  success,  he 
^^  termined  to  try  the  issue  in  a  bold  assault  on  our  strong 


ition.     His  army  was  concentrated  firsts  and  had  he 
^ved  earlier  to  the  assault,  before  the  arrival  of  the  Fifth 
^d  Sixth  Corps.,  he  might,  perhaps,  have  carried  our  posi- 
^T)n.     But  the  "stars  fought  against  him." 

Thinking  that  if  he  could  drive  back  our  left,  he  could 
^ore  easily  assail  the  higher  position  of  Cemetery  Hill,  he 
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directed  Longstreet,  towards  evening,  to  advance  against  it, 
while  Hill  threatened  the  center.  Sickles,  ignoraift  of  the 
intention  of  the  enemy,  advanced  his  line  a  half  a  mile  or 
more,  when  Meade  rode  up  to  post  the  Fifth  Corps,  which 
was  rapidly  approaching  the  field.  Not  liking  the  move- 
ment of  Sickles,  he  bQgan  to  explain  to  him  the  reasons, 
when  the  thunderbolt  fell.  The  onset  of  Longstreet  was 
tremendous.  First  came  the  crash  of  artillery,  swelling  and 
rolling  along  the  whole  line ;  and  then,  with  firm  and  confi- 
dent bearing,  and  deafening  shouts,  moved  up  the  trained 
and  steady  battalions.  Sickles,  fighting  bravely,  was  soon 
struck,  and  carried  off  the  field ;  and  the  whole  left  wing 
was  terribly  shaken,  and  gradually  fell  back  before  the  des- 
perate charges  of  the  enemy.  Its  fate  was  trembling  in  the 
balance,  when  the  heads  of  Sykes'  tired  columns  were  seen 
approaching  the  field.  At  the  welcome  sight,  a  thrilling 
cheer  went  up.  They  came  not  a  moment  too  soon,  and 
the  fight  raged  fiercer  than  ever.  But  heedless  of  the  mur- 
derous discharges  of  artillery  that  swept  their  ranks,  the 
enemy  still  pressed  the  left  so  desperately  that  it  was  pushed 
steadily  back,  and  Meade  had  to  order  up  the  wearied  Corps 
of  Sedgwick,  and  part  of  the  First  Corps,  to  save  himself 
from  defeat.  Met  with  these  fresh  forces,  the  rebels  were 
arrested,  and  though  refusing  to  abandon  the  struggle,  could. 
not  break  our  line  of  battle.  Hour  after  hour,  the  contests 
raged  with  fearful  slaughter  on  both  sides,  till  darkness  close 
over  the  field.  The  battle,  however,  was  not  over;  for 
later  in  the  evening,  a  sudden,  unexpected  assault  was  mad 
on  our  extreme  right,  and  several  rifle-pits  were  carried^^ 
which  the  enemy  succeeded  in  holding. 

That  night,  the  prospect  was  gloomy  enough.     We  hacX 
been  pushed  back  on  both  wings,  though  all  our  reserves 
had  been  brought  into  action.     The  dead  were  piled  every- 
where— the  army  wasf  weary,  and  had  not  been  able  to  hold 
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its  own.  What  would  the  next  day  bring  forth  ?  was  the 
anxious  question  of  many  a  brave  heart.  Meade,  however, 
resolved  not  to  retreat,  but  to  fight  it  out  right  there,  at  all 
hazards.  No  better  position  than  that  could  be  found,  and 
if  it  should  be  yielded,  a  swift  and  disastrous  retreat  would 
be  inevitable.  True,  he  had  been  fearfully  weakened ;  so 
had  the  enemy — his  army  was  worn  out  with  its  long 
marches;  so  was  the  enemy's — and  here  he  would  stand, 
and  let  God  help  the  right. 

THE   BATTLE   OF   FRIDAY. 

Early  next  morning,  the  troops  stood  to  their  arms,  while 
crashing  volleys,  all  along  the  line,  foretold  another  day  of 
struggle  and  of  slaughter.     On  our  right,  the  battle  raged 
furiously  from  early  dawn.     Ewell  was  determined  to  ad- 
vance from  the  rifle-pits  he  had  taken  the  night  before,  and 
Slocum  was  equally  resolute  to  recover  them.     Geary  and 
Birney  here  met  the  first  assaults  firmly.     For  six  hours,  the 
struggle  was  desperate  on  both  sides.     The  rebels  seemed 
to  laugh  at  death,  and  again  and  again  charged  through  the 
smoke  of  artillery,  with  shouts  that  swelled  above  the  uproar. 
WTieaton's  •  brigade,  of  the  Sixth,  was  hurried  up  to  the 
I'escue ;  and  our  line,  which  had  been  forced  back  for  a 
xnoment,  again  advanced.     More  troops  were  pushed  for- 
^v'ard — artillery  brought  up  on  a  gallop,  and  posted  so  as  to 
enfilade  the  hostile  ranks;  and  though  braver  men  never 
^tood  upon  a  battle-field  to  die,  than  did  Ewell's  veterans 
here,  our  right  had  become  a  wall  of  adamant,  against  which 
the  heaviest  surges  broke  in  vain.     At  eleven  o'clock,  the 
enemy  gave  it  up,  and  his  shattered,  bleeding  battalions  fell 
back  in  despair.     Silence  now  rested  on  the  field,  and  Lee, 
baffled  in  his  first  design,  pondered  what  next  to  attempt. 
He  had  tried  both  wings,  and  failed  to  break  them,  and  on 
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the  right  had  lost  all  he  had  gained  the  night  before ;  while 
a  line  of  earth-works  had  sprung  up,  as  if  by  magic,  all  along 
our  front.  The  weakest  point  still  seemed  to  be  the  left, 
*  and  he  determined  on  a  last  desperate  eflFort  to  crush  it 
For  this  purpose,  he  brought  forward  a  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven  cannon,  and  concentrated  their  terrific  fire  on  our 
center  and  left.  At  two  o'clock,  they  opened  simultaneously, 
and  there  commenced  one  of  the  most  awful  cannonades 
ever  witnessed  on  this  continent.  On  Cemetery  Hill,  the 
storm  fell  with  such  fury  that  the  earth  was  scattered  in 
showers  over  thg  graves,  and  the  tomb-stones  shivered  to 
atoms.  Shot  and  shell  fell  and  burst  without  a  moment's 
cessation,  and  with  a  power  that  seemed  able  to  start  the 
very  hills  from  their  firm  foundations.  Our  batteries  re-. 
sponded,  and,  for  three  hours,  more  than  three  hundred 
cannon  exploded  on  each  other,  with  reverberations  that 
shook  the  field,  and  wrapped  it  in  white,  rolling  clouds, 
which  tossed,  and  drifted,  and  settled  between  the  contend- 
ing lines,  till  they  were  hid  from  view,  and  the  heavens 
were  darkened  as  in  an  eclipse. 

About  four  o'clock,  Lee  ordered  a  grand  charge.  In 
splendid  order,  and  "  with  banners  high  advanced,"  and  a 
courage  that  seemed  to  foretell  success,  the  columns  came 
steadily  on.  The  chief  attack  was  on  the  point  occupied  by 
the  Second  Corps.  Moving  forward  with  grand,  imposing 
front  and  confident  bearing,  they  entered  the  desolating 
fire,  without  flinching.  It  was  a  magnificent  charge.  A 
tempest  of  shot  and  shell,  howling  above  their  heads 
from  the  artillery  in  rear,  swept  the  heights;  and  Han- 
^cock  was  soon  borne  wounded  from  the  fight.  Gibson 
succeeded  to  the  command,  and,  walking  along  the  lines, 
told  the  ELcn  to  reserve  their  fire.  On  came  the  rebels, 
ihree  I'jes  deep,  in  perfect  order,  till  within  point-blank 
range,  when  the  order  to  fire  was  heard.     A  sudden  sheet 
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of  :Q^  ixme,  a  crash,  and  the  first  line  disappeared  like  a  wreath 
^^  xrmist  Undismayed,  the  second  line  swept  on  with  a 
c^^^^r.     Up  to  the  rifle-pits,  and  over  them,  and  up  to  the 

,  bayoneting  the   gunners  beside   their  pieces,   they 
;sed,  waving  their  flags  and  shouting  the  victory.     But 
^^  ^      moment  of  their  triumph  was  also  the  moment  of  their 
"^^^  tmction.     They  had  not  seen  that  the  guns  on  the  west- 
®^'*>^    slope  of  Cemetery  Hill  enfiladed  this  spot.     These  now 
^X^^^xed  with  grape  and  canister,  on  the  uncovered  ranks. 
*^  ^  effect  was  awful.     Nothing  human  could  stand  such  a 
r-derou^  fire,  and  the  line  swayed  back  in  terror,  and  then 
mbled  into  fragments.     In  an  instant,  otir  men  were  upon 
^^m,  driving  them  like  a  herd  of  sheep.     Whole  regiments 
^^^  down  their  arms  and  surrendered.     They  seemed  ap- 
^^l^led — overwhelmed,  by  the  frightful  butchery,  from  which 
^"^"^n  flight  could  not  save  them.     Other  charges  had  been 
^^Ude,  along  the  line,  and  gallantly  repulsed ;  and  our  cav- 
^l*y,  though  not  performing  any  grand  movement,  came  in 
-^^r  its  share  of  the  glory.     Kilpatrick,  having  beaten  Stuart 
^t  Hanover,  and  repulsed  the  rebel  cavalry  at  Hunterstown, 
Pi:essed  forward  to  Gettysburg — which  he  reached  Friday 
^Orenoon — and  made  a  sudden  dash  on  Lee's  right.     The 
^nemy,  finding  his  skirmishers  driven  in,  took  a  strong  posi- 
tion between  two  stone  walls,  surmounted  by  a  rail  fence. 
kilpatrick  was  anxious  to  carry  this  position,  for  if  he  could, 
lie  would  be  able  to  reach  Lee's  ammunition  train.     General 
^arnsworth,  with  two  regiments  and  a  portion  of  a  third, 
Ciharged  it  with  desperate  fury.     Leaping  his  horse  over  the 
first  fence,  sword  in  hand,  he  was  followed  by  his  gallant 
V>and.     The  space  between  the  fences  was  covered  by  a  fire 
from  both  flanks  and  the  front,  yet  they  dashed  through  it 
^ith  a  shout,  and  reached  the  second  fence,  where  Farns- 
worth  fell,  pierced  with  five  balls.     Still  on,  over  the  second 
fence,  the  maddened  riders  went,  *'in  a  whirlpool  of  shot 
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and  shell,"  and  pressed  on  through  a  horrible  fire.  They 
could  not  return,  and  so  dashed  on — what  was  left  of 
them — for  two  miles,  to  the  rebel  rear,  when  they  dispersed, 
and  got  back  as  they  could. 

But,  the  grand  effort  of  the  day  having  failed,  the  enemy 
slowly  retired.  No  pursuit  was  attempted.  Meade  had  no 
reserves,  with  which  to  follow  up  his  advantage,  and  scarcely 
any  ammunition.  We  were  near  defeat.  Could  Lee  have 
commanded  a  few  thousand  fresh  troops,  even  then,  he  might 
have  won  the  day.  But  we  had  stood  the  pounding  longest, 
and  now  a  fresh  corps  on  our  part,  could  have  driven  him  in 
disorder  and  rout  from  the  field.  As  it  was,  both  armies 
had  done  all  they  could.  Lee  had  attacked,  and  failed ;  and 
now,  with  one-third  of  his  forces  killed,  wounded  or  taken 
prisoners,  his  campaign  w^as  over,  and  nothing  remained  for 
him  but  to  get  back  to  Virginia  with  his  shattered  army. 

On  this  very  afternoon,  what  a  difierent  scene  was  taking 
place  on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi !  At  the  same  hour 
in  which  the  heights  around  Gettysburg  were  rocking  to 
the  thunder  of  cannon,  and  their  slopes  were  reddening 
with  the  blood  of  brave  men.  Grant  and  Pemberton  were 
quietly  seated  under  a  spreading  oak,  settling  the  terms  of 
the  capitulation  of  Vicksburg.  While  one  army  was  being 
surrendered  into  our  hands,  another  was  retiring,  beaten  and 
humbled,  from  before  our  brave  troops. 

It  had  been  a  battle  of  the  Giants — Antietam  over  again; 
and  our  loss  amounted,  in  all,  to  twenty-three  thousand  and 
one  hundred  and  eighty-six  men.  The  field  presented  » 
sad  wreck,  and  the  slopes  around  Gettysburg  were  thickly 
covered  with  the  dead — men  of  the  same  country  and  creed, 
and  who  should  never  have  been  foes. 

The  news  of  this  great  victory  flew  over  the  wires  on  the 
4th,  our  National  Jubilee-day,  spreading  joy  and  exultation, 
and  swelling  to  a  higher  note  the  shouts  of  the  people.     To 
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the  army,  however,  it  did  not  bring  equal  exultation,  for  it 
was  not  known  whether  another  battle  was  yet  to  be  fought. 
Lee  still  confronted  our  lines,  but  no  general  movements 
took  place.     But  he  had  resolved  on  retreat,  and  by  next 
morning  his  columns  were  retracing  their  steps,  over  the 
Cumberland  Mountains,  on  their  way  back  to  the  Potomac, 
leaving  thirteen  thousand,  six  hundred  and  twenty-one  pris- 
oners in  our  hands — so  that  if  his  loss  in  killed  and  wounded 
was  no  greater  than  ours,  his  total  loss  would  have  been  over 
thirty  thousand.    But  as  the  attacking  party,  unless  successful, 
always  suflFers  the  most,  a  large  number  must  be  added  to  this, 
showing  that  Lee  had  good  cause  for  retreating,  without 
assigning,  as  he  did,  the  lack  of  ammunition,  and  the  strength 
of  our  position,  as  the  reasons. 

He  saved  his  artillery,  with  the  exception  of  two  or  three 
^uns,  though  "he  left  twenty -five  thousand  small  arms  strewn 
through  the  fields  and  woods.     With   his  splendid  army 
i;hus  shivered  into  fragments,  he  recrossed  the  Cumberland 
lilountains,  and  pressed  rapidly  towards  the  Potomac.    Sedg- 
-wick,  with  the  Sixth  Corps,  was  sent  in  pursuit,  but  on 
Teaching  Fairfield  Pass,  he  found  it  so  strongly  held  that  he 
was  compelled  to  abandon  it,  and  then  pressed  towards 
the  Potomrfc  on  the  east  side  of.  the  Cumberland  Mountains, 
to  intercept  Lee's  march.     The  cavalry,  moving  by  different 
routes,  harassed  him  continually,  capturing  trains  and  pris- 
oners, and  keeping  the  tired  troops  continually  on  the  alert. 
A  portion  of  the  force,  under  General  French,  destroyed 
the  enemy's  pontoon  train,  at  Falling  Waters.     Kilpatrick 
clung  to  the  rebel  army  with  a  tenacity  that  did  not  allow 
it  a  moment's  rest.     At  midnight,  in   a  furious  thjinder 
storm,  he  charged  down  the  mountain,  through  the  darkness, 
with  unparalleled  boldness,  and  captured  the  entire  train  of 
Ewell's  division,  eight  miles  long.    At  Emmettsburg,  Hagors- 
town,  and  other  places,  he  smote  the  enemy  with  blow  after 
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blow.  Buford,  Gregg,  Custis,  and  others,  performed  deeds 
which,  but  for  the  greater  movements  that  occupied  public 
attention,  would  have  filled  the  land  with  shouts  of  admira- 
tion. In  fact,  the  incessant,  protracted  labors  .of  the  cavalry, 
during  this  campaign,  rendered  it  useless  for  some  time. 
That  it  was  so  effective,  was  due  to  Hooker,  who  took  great 
pains  in  its  organization,  when  he  assumed  command  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac. 

Before  Lee  reached  the  Potomac,  a  heavy  rain  storm  set 
in  swelling  the  river  so  that  all  the  fords  were  impassable. 
This  seemed  a  special  interposition  of  Providence,  and  the 
country  looked  to  see  Lee's  army  utterly  destroyed  or  cap- 
tured, before  he  could  get  across. 

Meade,  having  spent  the  5th  and  6th  in  burying  his  dead 
and  caring  for  the  wounded,  followed  the  enemy,  by  a  flank 
movement,  to  Middletown,  Md.,  and  thence  passed  through 
South  Mountain,  and,  on  the  12th,  was  in  front  of  Lee, 
drawn  up  on  the  heights  of  Marsh  Run,  near  Williamsport 
A  whole  week  had  thus  been  allowed  to  pass  away,  while  Lee 
looked  with  anxious  gaze  on  the  turbulent  waters  of  the 
Potomac,  whose  loud,  monotonous  roar  seemed  to  scoflF  at 
his  helpless  condition.  No  sooner  did  the  flood  begin  to 
subside,  than  another  storm  would  set  in,  sending  the  water 
in  torrents  down  the  slopes  of  the  Blue  Ridge  and  the  AUegha- 
nies,  and  keeping  the  stream  full  to  the  top  of  its  banka 
It  was  a  tantalizing  condition  for  Lee,  and  seemed  ominous 
of  evil,  for  such  a  sustained  freshet  in  July  was  a  thing 
unheard  of  It  seemed  sent  on  purpose  to  destroy  him — 
just  as  the  early  and  severe  Winter,  in  Russia,  came  to  over- 
throw the  grand  army  of  Napoleon.  The  whole  country 
was  kept  in  a  state  of  the  highest  excitement,  for  a  majority 
of  the  people  believed  that  the  escape  of  Lee,  the  year 
before,  near  the  same  place,  after  the  battle  of  Antietam^ 
was  owing  to  the  negligence  or  incapacity  of  McClellan. 
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Though  Lee  then  got  oflF,  the  first  night  after  the  battle,  and 
under  cover  of  the  darkness,  his  escape  seemed  unpardonable. 
Hence,  it  was  believed  thfit  if  Meade  should  do  his  duty — 
swelled  as  his  army  was  by  reinforcements,  and  with  ample 
lime  before  him — Lee  could  not  escape.     But  the  latter  was^ 
unmolested,  and,  gathering  timber  from  the  neighboring 
country,  he  constructed  a  bridge,  and,  the  water  at  length 
lalling,  he  transferred  his  entire  army,  trains,  and  munitions 
of  war,  safely  into  Virginia.     The  cavalry  took  some  pris- 
oners at  Falling  Waters,  and  Gregg's  cavalry  attacked  and 
Harassed  the  enemy  at  Charlestown  and  Shcpherdstown ;  yet 
the  latter  escaped  comparatively  scathless — to  the  chagrin, 
disappointment,  and  ill-suppressed  murmurings  of  the  people. 
Meade  crossed  the  Potomac,  and  moved  down  the  Loudon 
"Valley  on  Lee's  flank,  hoping  to  cross  his  line  of  march 
somewhere ;  but  the  latter  leisurely  pursued  his  way  to  the 
Hapidan;  and  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  at  the  close  of 
July,  took  up  its  position  on  the  banks  of  the  Rappahannock, 
cuid  the  campaign  was  over.     It  had  been  a  grand  success 
Iby  our  arms,  marred  only  by  the  strange  delays  and  inaction 
"that  allowed  Lee  to  rest  a  week  on  the  northern  bank  of  the 
^Potomac,  and  then  get  off  without  a  blow  being  dealt  him. 
It  would  not  be  just  to  pass  by  this  great  battle  without 
mlluding  to  the  efforts  of  the  Sanitary  Commission  to  relieve 
mnd  care  for  the  wounded.     Never  before  was  such  a  prodi- 
^lity  of  expenditure  in  the  way  of  charity,  witnessed  on  a 
"battle-field.     Its  agents,  trains  and  supplies  were  everywhere. 
0othing,  medicines,  food  and  luxuries  were  in  profusion. 
Hospitals  sprung  up  like  magic   on  all  sides,  till  it  had 
nearly  fifteen  thousand  wounded  under  its  kind  and  generous 
protection.     Its  blessed  charities,  distributed  alike  to  friend 
and  foe,  shed  a  benign  radiance  over  the  scene  of  slaughter, 
and  rescued  it  from  half  its  horrors. 
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WHILE  events  of  such  magnitude  were  occurring  o 
the  banks  of  the  Potomac,  General  Gillmore,  w 
had  superseded  Hunter  in  command  at  Charleston,  surprise 
on  the  10th  of  July,  the  rebels  in  the  fortifications  on  t 
south  end  of  Morris  Island,  in  Charleston  Harbor,  and 
tured  two  hundred  prisoners,  eight  single-gun  batteries,  a 
three  mortars.     General  Strong,  the  next  day,  in  command 
the  attacking  party,  advanced  on  Fort  Wagner,  and  attemp 
to  carry  it  by  assault,  but  failed.    It  was  a  spirited  affair,  an 
thus  described  by  Captain  Gray,  the  only  one,  of  four  captaL 
that  was  saved:   "General  Strong,  with  two  thousand  m 
went  up  Folly  River,  in  the  Light-house  Inlet,  while  o 
forty  guns  and  mortars,  in  battery,  which  had  been  put 
position  on  Folly  Island,  concealed  by  trees  from  the  enem 
knowledge,  were  ready  to  open  their  unexpected  fire  at 
right  moment     The  gunboats  were  to  engage  the  re 
batteries  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  island.     The  b 
containing  the  troops  arrived  in  good  time,  preceded 
eight  boat-howitzers  from  the  gunboats.     The  first  b 
contained  General  Strong  and  Staff,  and  then  came  the  b 
talion  of  the  Seventh  Connecticut  volunteers. 
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:ncral  Gillmore  told  Colonel  Rodman  that  the  General 
ied  that  our  battalion  was  the  most  reliable,  and  could 
sted,  and  was  selected  for  that  reason.     The  batteries 

1  at  daylight,  and  in  a  short  time  the  enemy  discovered 
its,  and  threw  shell  and  solid  shot,  trying  to  sink  them. 
ot  and  shell  struck  and  burst  all  around  us,  but  only 
at  was  struck,  containing  some  of  the  Sixth  Connecticut 
2crs,  killing  one  and  wounding  two  or  three."  But 
.tteries  of  Gillmore  are  unmasked,  and  pour  such  a 

2  fire  on  the  astonished  garrison,  that  they  fly  from 
uns.     "  The  General's  boat  had  got  two  discharges  of 

Just  at  this  moment,  Lieutenant-Colonel  -  Rodman 
the  General,  '  Let  me  land  my  command,  and  take 
ittery.'  The  General  hesitated  at  first,  and  then  said. 
Colonel  Rodman  stood  up  in  the  stern  of  his  boat, 
ive  the  command,  'Seventh  Connecticut,  man  your 
id  follow  me ! '  At  the  order,  we  all  headed  for  the 
and  as  the  boats  struck,  every  man  sprang,  as  if  by 
t,  and  in  an  instant  the  men  were  in  line.  We  ad- 
l  rapidly  to  the  first  line  of  rifle- works ;  our  skirmishers 
1  it  with  a  bound,  and  advanced  to  the  second  line, 
ain  forces  moved  to  the  first  line — the  foe  retired, 
»  #  *  *  '*We  bivouacked  for  the  night  under 
mge  of  Fort  Wagner.  At  about  half-past  two  in  the 
ig,  General  Strong  came  and  called  the  Lieutenant- 
jl  out.  He  soon  returned,  and  said,  '  Turn  out ;  we 
;ot  a  job  on  hand.'  The  men  were  soon  out,  and  into 
ut  rather  slow  to  time,  as  they  were  tired  with  the 
>f  the  day  before. 

le  programme  was,  to  try  to  take  Fort  Wagner  by 
;.  We  were  to  take  the  lead,  and  to  be  supported  by 
venty-sixth  Pennsylvania  and  Ninth  Maine.  Silently 
ived  up  to  the  advance  line  of  our  pickets,  our  guns 
.  and  aimed,  and  bayonets  fixed.     We  were  then  de- 
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ployed  into  line  of  battle,  (we  had  one  hundred  and  ninety 
oflQcers  and  men,  all  told,)  reached  and^rossed  the  neck  of 
land  that  approached  the  fort — our  right  resting  on  the  beach. 
Our  orders  were,  to  move  steadily  forward  until  the  pickets 
fired ;  then  follow  them  close,  and  rush  for  the  works ;  and 
we  were  promised  ready  support  General  Strong  gave  the 
order,  '  Aim  low,  and  put  your  trust  in  God.  Forward,  the 
Seventh ! '  And  forward  we  went — being  not  over  five 
hundred  yards  from  the  fort  when  we  started.  We  hai  not 
gone  far,  before  the  picket  fired ;  and  then  we  took  the  double- 
.  quick,  and  with  a  cheer  rushed  for  the  works.  Before  we 
reached  the  outer  works,  we  got  a  murderous  fire  from  the 
riflemen  behind  the  works.  A  few  fell — a  check  in  the  line 
An  encouraging  word  from  the  officers,  and  right  gallantly 
we  reached  the  outer  works ;  over  them,  with  a  will,  we 
went,  down  the  opposite  side — across  the  moat — there  being 
about  one  foot  of  water  in  it — right  up  to  the  crest  of  the 
parapet ;  and  there  we  lay,  anxiously  waiting  for  our  support 
to  come  up  so  far  as  to  make  it  a  sure  thing  for  us  to  rise  up 
and  go  over  with  a  bound — our  men,  in  the  meantime,  busying 
themselves  by  picking  off  the  sharp-shooters  and  gunners. 
"  As  near  as  I  can  ascertain,  we  were  in  this  position  from 
ten  to  twenty  minutes,  when  both  of  the  regiments  that 
were  to  support  us  broke  and  fled,  leaving  us  to  take  care 
of  ourselves  as  best  we  might."  Of  course,  a  retreat  had 
to  be  ordered,  the  line  of  which,  for  a  thousand  yards,  was 
swept  by  a  murderous  fire.  Of  the  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
one  men,  only  eighty-eight — ^less  than  half — ever  got  back 
again.  Of  the  mess  of  eleven  officers  of  this  gallant  little 
band,  only  four  were  present  at  the  next  meeting.  Fort 
Wagner  was  not  taken,  but  a  landing  had  been  effected  on 
Morris  Island,  and  now  it  was  generally  believed  that  the 
fall  of  Charleston  was  a  mere  question  of  time.  The  rebels 
were  greatly  alarmed. 
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Seven  days  after,  another  more  formidable  assault  was 
made,  with  similar  results.     Previous  to  making  it,  Gillmore 
liad  surrounded  the  fort  with  a  semi-circle  of  batteries,  about 
eighteen  hundred  yards  distant.     The  land  attack  was  to  be 
assisted  by  the  iron-clads,  under  Admiral  Dahlgren.     About 
laalf-past  twelve,   everything  being  ready,   the  signal  was 
given,  and,  from  land  and  water,  a  terrific  bombardment 
was  opened  on  the  fort,  and  kept  up  gU  the  afternoon.     An 
incessant  storm  of  shot  and  shell  fell  upon  it,  driving  the 
gunners  to  cover.     By  night — no  sound  coming  from  the 
fort,  except  as  our  own  shells  exploded  in  and  over  it — it 
vas  supposed  that  the  guns  had  been  effectually  silenced. 
For  eight  hours,  this  tremendous  fire  had  been  kept  up ;  and 
as  the  sun  went  down,  sinking  in  a  mass  of  black  and  angry 
clouds,  the  artillery  of  heaven  opened  all  along  the  western 
horizon,  and  the  sheeted  lightning  cast  a  ghastly,  fitful  light 
over  the  barren  waste  of  sand  and  the  torn  and  ragged  fort, 
that  to  all  human  appearance  was  garrisoned  only  by  dead 
men.    It  was  now  resolved  to  carry  it  by  assault,  and  Strong's 
brigade  moved  off  to  the  perilous  undertaking.    This  was  com- 
posed  of  the  Fifty-fourth  Massachusetts  (colored)  regiment 
under  Colonel  Shaw,   the  Sixth  Connecticut,  Forty-eighth 
New  York,    Third   New  Hampshire,    Seventy-sixth    Penn- 
sylvania and  Ninth  Maine.     As  soon  as  its  dusky  outline 
could  be  seen  moving  over  the  sand,  the  guns  from  distant 
Sumter  and  from  Cammings'  Point,  and  last  of  all  from  the 
hitherto  silent  Wagner,  opened  on  it  with  terrible  fury. 
Nothing  daunted,  the  brigade  sprung  forward  on  the  double- 
quick,  and  dashing  swiftly  through  the  iron  storm,  made 
straight  for  the  fort,  now  lit  up  in  the  gloom  by  its  own 
incessant  fire.     A  part  reached  the  ditch,  crossed  it,  and 
mounted    the   parapet — led    by   Colonel   Shaw,   who   fell 
there,  waving  on  his  men.     But  every  foot  of  space  was 
swept   by  the  fire  of  the  garrison,  and  in  an  incredibly 
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short  interval  of  time,  Strong  was  wounded,  and  evf 
commanding  officer  wounded  or  killed.  The  brigade,  sb 
tered,  and  torn  into  fragments,  rushed  wildly  back  into 
darkness.  The  Second  brigade,  under  Colonel  Putnc 
now  advanced,  and  charging  through  the  same  desolati 
fire,  mounted  the  ramparts,  and,  fighting  hand  to  bar 
actually  got  into  a  portion  of  the  fort.  But  here  it  halte 
shattered,  exhausted,  and  powerless  to  advance  another  ste 
Putnam  had  fallen ;  alld  through  the  pitchy  darkness,  whi* 
was  incessantly  seamed  with  fire  from  bursting  shells  ai 
exploding  cannon,  the  broken,  confused  ranks — melting  awj 
as  they  fled — staggered,  bleeding,  back  to  their  intrenc 
ments;  and  the  deep,  silent,  black  midnight  closed  ot 
the  scene.  The  beach  was  strewed  with  the  dead,  whc 
dirge  the  waves  sung  as  they  rolled  gently  on  the  sho 
while  the  wounded  crawled  away  along  the  sand,  shelter 
by  the  darkness. 

The  presence  of  the  colored  troops  in  this  assault,  ex 
perated  the  garrison,  and  many  acts  of  violence  and  crue 
were  committed  against  their  wounded  officers.  Colo 
Shaw's  body  was  pitched,  with  his  negro  soldiers,  into  " 
sand ;  and  an  exasperated  feeling  took  possession  of  b 
armies.  General  Strong  was  wounded,  and  died  soon  ad 
in  New  York.  This  repulse  produced  intense  excitem 
all  over  the  North,  and  charges  against  this  or  that  per^ 
were  made  without  much  regard  to  justice.  The  color 
regiment  led  the  assault,  and  some  laid  the  blame  of  defe 
to  this  cause.  It  is  very  doubtful  whether  any  other  re| 
ment  would  have  succeeded  better ;  still,  placing  it  in  tl 
position  was  unwise,  and  cannot  be  justified  on  any  milita 
principle.  To  employ  comparatively  raw  regiments — : 
matter  whether  colored  or  white — to  do  that  which  is  i 
garded  the  hardest,  most  trying  work  the  oldest  veteran  rej 
nients  are  ever  put  to,  is  to  tempt  fortune  and  deserve  defe 
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There  was  still  another  and  sadder  misfortune  that  maiTcd 
ile  record  of  this  month,  made  glorious  by  the  capture  of 
y^icksburg,  the  opening  of  the  Mississippi,  and  the  victory 
Lt  Gettysburg.  Collisions  between  the  citizens  and  soldiery 
>ccurred  in  various  parts  of  the  North ;  and  in  New  York 
jity,  they  threatened,  for  a  time,  to  bring  back  the  bloody 
;cenes  of  Paris  in  the  time  of  the  Bourbons.  The  offices 
>f  the  Provost-Marshals  were  burned,  telegraph  wires  cut, 
•ailroad  tracks  torn  up,  the  Mayor's  house  sacked,  the 
IJolored  Orphan  Asylum  burned,  and  many  persons  killed. 
Che  cause  of  these  outrages  was  still  more  alarming — viz.,  the 
snforcement  of  the  draft.  A  revolution  at  the  North  was  far 
nore  to  be  dreaded  than  rebellioYi  at  the  South,  though 
racked  by  foreign  intervention.  Luckily,  the  mob  lacked 
Drganization ;  and  though,  for  two  days,  New  York  city 
jeemed  resting  on  the  bosom  of  a  volcano,  whose  earthquake 
:hroes  extended  to  Albany  and  Boston,  and  even  to  the  far 
IVest,  the  incipient  outbreak  was  quelled,  and  the  frightful 
shasm,  that  seemed  opening  beneath  our  feet,  was  closed. 
The  ostensible  ground  of  resistance,  in  New  York,  was  the 
inequality  of  the  draft,  growing  out  of  an  erroneous  enroll- 
ment. But  various  causes  produced  it.  In  the  first  place, 
such  efforts  had  been  made  to  get  volunteers,  that  many  people 
had  come  to  believe  that  drafting  was  wrong.  In  the  second 
place,  the  Government,  ever  since  its  organization,  had 
always  obtained  troops  by  fixing  the  proper  quota  to  each 
State,  and  then  calling  on  its  Governor  to  see  that  it 
y^as  furnished.  This  policy  had  been  accepted  as  the  only 
constitutional  way  to  raise  an  army.  But  the  election  of  the 
■previous  Fall  had  given  New  York  a  Democratic  Governor, 
and  should  the  same  state  of  political  feeling  exist  in  the 
coming  Autumn,  many  other  States  might  have  Democratic 
^Executives.  .  The  Administration  feared  tliat  it  might  thus  be 
Talked  in  its  demand  for  troops,  just  as  Madison  was,  in  the 

44 
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war  of  1812,  by  Governor  Strong  of  Massachusetts ;  and  so, 
by  one  bold  stroke,  this  power  was  taken  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  State  Executives,  and  put  in  those  of  Provost-Marshals, 
who  were  scattered  over  the  various  Congressional  Districts. 
This  was  a  perilous  innovation  on  a  long-established  rule. 
That  it  did  not  work  untold  mischief,  was  not  owing  to  the 
wisdom  of  Congress,  but  to  the  patriotism  of  the  people, 
of  all  parties.  God,  in  his  good  providence,  saved  us  from 
the  evil  effects  of  false  impressions  and  bad  legislation. 
That  there  is  anything  wrong,  unjust  or  improper  in  a  draft, 
is  a  miserable  delusion.  A  Government  that  has  no  right  to 
enforce  one,  does  not  deserve  to  exist.  If  the  Government 
owes  its  subjects  protection,  the  subjects  owe  it  service,  in 
return,  and  to  that  extent  necessary  for  its  self-preservation. 

To  prevent  further  troubles,  Major-General  Dix  was  called 
from  the  Department  of  Virginia  to  assume  command  of  the 
Department  of  the  East.  This  was  a  wise  appointment,  for 
men  of  all  parties  had  the  utmost  confidence  in  his  integrity, 
capacity  and  patriotism. 

At  the  close  of  the  month,  the  President  issued  the  follow- 
ing order,  which  is  memorable  as  the  commencement  of  a 
series  of  measures  which  resulted  in  untold  misery  to  a 
brave  soldiers  held  as  prisoners  by  the  South : 

"  Executive  Mansion,        ) 
Washington,  July  30,  1863.  J 

It  is  the  duty  of  every  Government  to  give  protection  to  its  citizenr 
of  whatovcr   class,  color,   or  condition,  especially   those   who    are   dalF. 
organized  as  soldiers  in  the  public  service.     The  law  of  nations,  and 
usages  and  customs  of  war  as  carried  on  by  civilized  powers,  pennit 
distinction  as  to  color  in  the  treatment  of  prisoners  of  war  as  public  e 
raies.     To  sell  or  enslave  any  captured  person,  on  account  of  his  color, 
for  no  offense  against  the  laws  of  war,  is  a  relapse  into  barbarism,  and 
crime  against  the  civilization  of  the  ajre. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  will  give  the  same  protection  to 
its  soldiers ;  and  if  the  enemy  shall  sell  or  enslave  any  one  because  of 
color,  the  offense  shall  be  punished  by  retaliation  upon  the  enemy's  prison 
in  our  possession. 

It  is  therefore  ordered  that  for  every  soldier  of  the  United  States  KIl^^ 
in  violation  of  the  laws  of  war,  a  rebel  soldier  shall  be  executed ;  and  tot 
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every  one  enslaved  by  the  enemy  or  sold  into  slavery,  a  rebel  soldier  shall  be 
placed  at  hard  labor  on  the  public  works,  and  continued  at  such  labor  until 
the  other  shall  be  released  and  receive  the  treatment  due  to  a  prisoner  of 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN." 

The  employment  of  blacks  as  soldiers,  many  of  whom 
'were  escaped  slaves,  exasperated  the  South,  and  the  Con- 
federate Government  refused  to  regard  them  as  prisoners 
of  war.     This,  of  course,  necessitated  action  on  the  part  of 
our  Government ;   for  there  can  be  no  plainer  duty  than 
that  of  every  Government  to  protect  its  soldiers.     This  clear, 
explicit,  just  order,  placed  the  matter  on  a  right  foundation ; 
and  had  the  Secretary  of  War  been  content  to  adopt  it  as 
the  rule  of  his  action,  the  colored  soldiers  would  have  been 
protected,  and  tens  of  thousands  of  brave  men  spared  a 
•  horrible  death.     But,  wishing  to  improve  on  it  by  a  theory 
of  his  own,  he  broke  up  the  cartel  agreed  on — which  was 
working  humanely — ^and  filled  Southern  prisons  with  inno- 
cent victims.     After  a  year  of  hoiTors,  he  was  compelled  to 
come  back  to  the  principle  of  this  simple  order,  but  all  too  late 
for  an  army  of  suflFerers.    This  is  but  one  of  numerous  instances 
\7hich  show  how  vastly  superior  the  President — with  his  up- 
•tight  nature,  freedom  from  passion,  strong  common  sense,  and 
^lear  appreciation  of  right — was,  to  the  acutest  lawyers  and 
%iost  accomplished  diplomatists  of  the  land.     His  practical 
^mind  seemed  to  seize  by  intuition  the  right  course ;  and  had 
lie  from  the  outset  been  followed,  instead  of  pushed,  we 
^ould  have  been  saved  many  blunders  and  misfortunes. 

Although  this  order  disappeared  from  sight,  in  the  long, 
learned  discussion  that  followed,  on  the  question  of  exchange, 
it  reappeared  at  last,  to  vindicate  the  sagacity  of  its  author. 
The  discussion  of  the  Confiscation  Act,  and  other  legis- 
lative  enactments  having  reference  to  the  status  of  the  slave 
and  freedman,  and  the  mode  of  carrying  on  the  war,  kept 
the  North,  during  the  Summer,  in  a  state  of  turmoil,  and. 
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furnished  the  Democratic  party  with  the  materials  with  wh: 
to  organize  an  opposition,  that  they  hoped  might,  in  ^ 
coming  year,  overthrow  the  Administration,  and  institute 
new  order  of  things.  McClellan — whose  removal  from  t 
army  was  believed  to  be  owing  to  his  hostility  to  this  Id; 
of  legislation,  and  to  the  President's  Proclamation  of  Ems 
cipation — was  regarded  as  the  man  on  whom  these  oppo 
tion  elements  would  rally  in  the  ajjproaching  struggle. 

The  heavy  tax  on  incomes,  necessary  to  meet  the  fright 
expenses  of  the  Government — swelled  by  the  direct  tax 
property,  to  raise  the  enormous  local  bounties  for  voli 
teers — also  caused  great  excitement  The  public  debt, 
June,  amounted,  in  round  numbers,  to  ten  hundred  a 
ninety-eight  millions  of  dollars — ^which  practically,  so  far 
the  burden  on  the  people  was  concerned,  was  swelled  to 
indefinite  amount  by  local  and  State  taxation.  What  1 
pressure  of  this  mighty  indebtedness  would  be,  before  1 
"war  could  close,  at  the  present  rate  of  progress,  men  tre 
bled  to  contemplate.  The  inability  of  Congress  to  grap] 
Tvith  this  subject — the  madness  with  which  it  persisted 
i-spending  the  time,  so  pregnant  with  the  fate  of  the  count 
in  empty  harangues  or  fierce  partisan  warfare — disgusi 
and  discouraged  all  thoughtful  men  of  both  parties, 
resolved  that  the  war  should  go  on,  and  yet  seemed  equo 
resolved  that  politics  should  keep  pace  with  it — ^in  fact,  cc 
trol  it.  All  things  considered,  it  was  the  darkest  Summ 
of  the  war,  notwithstanding  the  victories  of  Vicksburg  ai 
Gettysburg. 
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AUGUST.  18G3. 

OAVALRr   ACTIOK    OF   OREOO FOSTKr's   EXPEDITION   UP   THE   JAMES   RIVER—- 

HOHT  BETWEEN  BUFORD  AND  STUART AVERILL's  OPERATIONS  IN  VIRGINIA 

OILLMORE's     SIEGE    OF   WAGNER    AND    SUMTER HERCULEAN   LABOR "THB 

SWAMP  angel" BOMBARDMENT  OF  SUMTER   OVER   THB    TOP    OP  WAGNER 

OREEK  FIRE  THROWN  INTO  CHARLESTON REMONSTRANCE  OF  BEAUREGARD 

ACTION    OF    THE    FLEET — DEATH    OF    RODGERS FRENCH     OPINION     OF    THB 

0 

8ISGS STEADY  APPROACHES  TOWARDS  WAGNER ITS  EVACUATION EVACU" 

^TIOH  OF  FORT  GREGG MORRIS  ISLAND  OURS BOMBARDMENT  OF  SUMTER--= 

^^''CSAL  OF  DAHLGREN  TO  ATTEMPT  TO  PASS  IT VINDICATION  OF  DU  PONT— 

^^SOLATION  OF  CHARLESTON RETRIBUTION. 

THOUGH  the  Summer  campaign  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  was  ended,  minor  engagements,  in  Virginia, 
^^^^casionally  took  place,  and  the  guerrilla  General  Mosby 
^^used  a  great  deal  of  trouble.  His  conduct  called  forth  a 
^^-^ngent  order  from  Halleck. 

In  August,  General  Foster  made  an  expedition  up  the 
^^xnes  River,  with  four  gunboats,  and  when  about  seven 
^^^^  from  Fort  Darling,  encountered  a  rebel  battery,  and 
*  the  same  time,  the  Commodore  Barney  ran  upon  a  torpedo, 
^"i^ch  exploded  under  her  bows,  lifting  them  ten  feet  out 
^ater,  and  washing  overboard  fifteen  of  her  crew.     Foster 
^  aboard  at  the  time,  but  escaped  injury. 
^^  the  Rappahannock,  Buford  had  a  sharp  fight  with 
^^art's  cavalry,  reinforced  by  infantry,  and,  after  an  obsti- 
^  fight,  drove  him  back,  though  with  a  loss  to  himself 
^  hundred  and  forty  men,  sixteen  of  whom  were  killed. 
In  the  latter  part  of  the  month.  General  Averill  returned 
^^  an  expedition  through  several  counties  in  the  interior 
^^  Virginia,  in  which  he  burned  some  saltpetre  works,  and 
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destroyed  a  quantity  of  arms  and  stores.  He  fought  a 
superior  force  of  the  enemy,  at  White  Sulphur  Springs,  and 
then  retreated,  with  a  loss  of  about  a  hundred  men. 

In  the  meantime,  General  Gillmore  had  pressed  steadily 
towards  Fort  Sumter.  After  the  failure  of  the  assault  on  Fort:: 
Wagner,  he  sat  down  before  it,  in  regular  siege ;  but,  while 
making  his  slow  approaches  towards  it,  he  carried  out  thto 
extraordinary  plan  of  bombarding  Fort  Sumter  over  its  tope: 
There  was  between  Morris  and  James  Islands  a  marsh,  co^Si 
ered  with  sea-weed,  flags  and  rushes,  which  Beaureganra 
had  regarded  as  wholly  untenable — as  it  was  a  mere  bed  cn^ 

soft  mud,  in  which  a  man  would  go  down  over  his  head 

and  so  left  it  out,  in  completing  the  fortifications  for  t^- 
defense   of  Charleston.     Yet   Gillmore  resolved   to   ^ri 
piles  into  this  mortar-bed,  and  mount  on  them  six  t 
hundred-pound  Parrott  guns,  and  one  monster  three-hundr 
pounder.     The  timber  for  these  piles  had  to  be  brou 
from  Folly  Island,  a  distance  of  ten  miles,  in  rafts, 
accomplish  all  this,  without  the  enemy's  knowledge, 
work  had  all  to  be  done  in  the  night-time.     The  rafts  we: 
floated  to  their  places,  through  the  darkness,  and  before 
daylight  covered  with  grass  and  sea-weed,  that  entirely  di^s- 
guised  them,  so  that  the  enemy  was  kept  in  total  ignoranc*  - 
of  the  work  being  done  right  under  their  eyes.     In  thr  - 
night-time,  also,  the  piles  were  driven  into  the  mud.     Fo:  ^ 
two  weeks,  this  strange  work  went  on,  without  arousing  th^^ 
suspicion  of  the  enemy.     Ten  thousand   bags  filled  vni0 
sand,  were  carried  two  miles  by  the  soldiers,  to  protec 
the  guns.     The  monster  gun  broke  down  several  trucks 
before  it  was  got  into  position,  but  by  incredible  labor  itf 
was  finally  mounted,  and  the  ''  Swamp  Angel,"  as  it  was 
called,  was  ready  to  open  its  fire.     By  the  16th  of  August, 
thirty-seven  guns  were  in  position  on  the  artificial  foundation 
laid  in  this  mud-hole,  within  two  miles  and  a  half  of  Sumter, 
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and  but  little  over  four  from  the  city  of  Charleston.  One 
can  imagine  the  consternation  of  the  enemy  when  these 
tremendous  batteries  were  unmasked.  It  was  a  new  crea- 
tion— a  volcanic  island  risen  out  of  the  sea. 

On  the  17th,  they  opened  their  fire  on  Sumter.  In  the 
meantime,  Dahlgren,  with  the  Ironsides  and  Monitor  fleet, 
moved  up  opposite  Fort  Wagner,  and  engaged  it,  to  keep 
it  from  concentrating  its  fire  on  this  new  position  and  dis- 
tracting the  gunners  in  their  1  ombardment  of  Sumter.  The 
fleet  behaved  gallantly ;  but  almost  at  the  outset,  Captain 
George  W.  Rodgers,  of  the  Catskill,  who  had  boldly  carried 
his  vessel  to  within  three  hundred  yards  of  Wagner,  was 
killed,  and  the  vessel,  with  a  flag  of  distress  flying,  retired 
oat  of  the  fight.  All  day  long,  the  terrific  bombardment 
)f  Sumter  was  maintained.  An  immense  wall  of  sand-bags 
lad  been  built  up  on  the  outside  and  inside  of  the  fort, 
ifteen  feet  thick — making  the  whole  mass  thirty-five  feet 
hick.  The  sand-bags  had  first  to  be  beaten  down,  before 
he  wall  itself  could  be  reached ;  yet,  so  fierce  was  the  fire, 
.nd  so  heavy  the  metal  thrown,  that  on  the  second  day  the 
laked  walls  were  exposed,  and  the  work  of  demolition  went 
m  with  greater  rapidity.  The  barbette  guns  were  soon 
lismounted,  some  of  them  toppling  over  into  the  sea.  Day 
ifter  day,  the  bombardment  was  kept  up,  till,  at  the  end 
rf  the  seventh  day,  Sumter  was  a  heap  of  ruins.  The 
rubbish,  however,  falling  over  some  of  the  casemates,  made 
them  more  invulnerable  than  ever,  and  a  small  garrison 
there  still  kept  the  rebel  flag  flying. 

Gillmore  now  sent  a  flag  of  truce  to  Beauregard,  demand- 
ing the  surrender  of  Charleston,  and  threatening,  in  case 
of  refusal,  to  shell  the  city.  The  demand  and  threat  both 
seemed  so  preposterous,  that  Beauregard  dismissed  the  officer 
without  a  reply.  Gillmore  then  turned  the  "  Swamp  Angel" 
on  the  city,  and  shells  \Vere  thrown  into  its  very  heart.    The 
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old  ''  Greek  fire"  had  been  reproduced,  and  shells  load' 
with  it  were  expected  to  burn  the  town.  It,  however,  prov* 
a  failure.  Still,  the  dropping  of  shells  into  the  place  arous- 
the  indignation  of  Beauregard,  who  remonstrated  against.  it 

as  barbarous — saying  that  it  was  absurd  to  suppose  tl 
Charleston  could  be  taken  until  the  forts  commanding  t 
entrance  to  the  harbor  were  in  our  possession. 

The  engineering  skill   displayed  by  Gillmore,   and  t:..7She 
tremendous  range  of  his  guns,  astonished  the  civilized  woi^^M^  d. 
The  idea  of  bombarding  a  city  almost  as  far  as  it  could      ^■)e 
seen,  was  a  novel  one  in  carrying  out  siege  operations.     TZ*  Hie 
French  Journal  des  Sciences  Militaire  had  a  long  article       ^Dn 
it,  which  the  United  States  Service  Magazine  published.  It 

commences  thus:  "Prodigies  of  talent,  audacity,  intrepidity 
and  perseverance  are  exhibited  in  the  attack,  as  in  the  defa^xn^se 
of  this  city,  which  will  assign  to  the  siege  of  Charleston  «ii 
exceptional  place  in  military  annals.  It  is  a  duel  '  to  ^lie 
death,'  in  which  science  calls  to  its  aid,  and  puts  in  operati<i^n, 
all  the  modern  discoveries  to  develop  upon  a  gigantic  sc5^»le 
the  means  of  destruction  and  extermination.  One  is  strx^^k 
with  amazement  in  reading,  in  the  journals  and  letters 
America,  the  details  of  this  contest,  in  which  the  two  ad' 
sarics  ought  to  feel  a  mutual  astonishment,  as  they  rightfi:>-^y 
astonish  the  entire  world,  by  their  daily  proofs  of  suj:^  ^^' 
human  heroism."  *  *  *  '' Such  a  position,"  the  writer  ad  ^^ 
after  describing  Charleston  Harbor,  ''  defended  by  an  er>  ^' 
neer  of  transcendent  merit — ^by  soldiers  who  fear  neifcl^®^ 
fatigue,  suffering  nor  death — ^would  seem  to  have  \>^^^^ 
impregnable;  and  yet  the  besiegers,  conducting  tl3  *^ 
enterprise  with  incredible  energy,  make,  day  by  day,  sX^^^ 
progress,  but  with  almost  certain  chances  of  ultimate  succ^^^ 
It  is  the  land  artillery  which  plays  the  grand  part  in  tkx^^^ 
brilliant  and  terrible  operations.  But  what  artillery,  i3u^^ 
what  projectiles! — solid  shot  and  shells,  of  two  and  tbf^^ 
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hundred  pounds,  describing  trajectories -of  six  and  eight  thou- 
sand metres,  striking  the  mark  with  such  precision  and  eflBcacy 
that  they  penetrate  the  earth-work  to  the  distance  of  ten 
metres,  and  break  in  fragments  works  of  brick  and  stone 
six  and  ten  metres  in  thickness.     It  is  a  General,  unknown 
one  year  ago,  who  directs  this  combat  of  artillery,  which 
has  no  precedent  hitherto  in  the  history  of  sieges.     Mahomet 
II,  it  is  true,  employed  cannon  of  a  monstrous  caliber,  which 
terrified    the   defenders  of   Byzantium,   and    finished  the 
destruction  of  the  Greek  Empire ;  but  the  '  Balistique '  of 
the  Mohammedans  produced  only  a  soothing  efiect,  in  com- 
parison with  that  of  the  Americans."     He  then  goes  on  to 
describe  the  bombardment  and  assault  of  Fort  Wagner. 

The  Journal  containing  this  chapter,  which  thus  places 
the  siege  of  Charleston  above  all  other  siege  operations  in 
the  history  of  the  world,  is  the  highest  military  authority 
throughout  Europe. 

By  thus  occupying  a  distant  stand-point,  and  viewing 
Gillmore's  engineering  skill  through  the  military  mind  of  the 
Old  World,  we  get  some  correct  idea  of  the  stupendous 
txature  of  the  work  done  before  Charleston.  The  want  of 
Success  depreciated  it  in  the  popular  mind,  but  it  stands 
^one  and  without  a  parallel  in  military  annals. 

On  the  1st  of  September,  another  engagement  took  place 
between  our  iron-clads  and  the  forts,  but,  like  the  former, 
^as  barren  of  results.  In  it,  Fleet  Captain  Oscar  C.  Badger — - 
bhe  successor  of  Rodgers — was  wounded  by  a  shell. 

In  the  meantime,  Gillmore  pressed  steadily  towards  Fort 
"Wagner.  If  that  could  be  taken.  Fort  Gregg,  on  the  point 
opposite  Sumter,  must  also  fall,  and  then  he  could  plant  his 
\)atteries  in  point-blank  range  of  the  hated  structure.  He, 
towever,  had  no  intention  of  trying  another  assault.  The 
spade  and  shovel,  that  had  risen  from  their  formerlj 
despised  position,  were  to  do  the  work     ''  Day  after  day, 
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our  patient  boys  creep  up,  on  hands  and  knees,  to  their 
dangerous  toil,  with  shovel  and  giin  rolling  slowly  in 
advance — for  protection,  the  '  sap  roller,'  a  round  wicker- 
work  filled  with  sticks.  Gradually  approaching  parallels 
are  thrown  up,  and  each  succeeding  day  brings  our  engineers 
nearer  to  the  fort.  They  are  digging  their  way,  in  spite  of 
shot  and  shell,  into  Wagner.  Although  the  distance  from 
the  first  parallel  to  Fort  Wagner  is  but  six  hundred  yards, 
yet  if  the  whole  number  dug  were  laid  out  in  a  straight 
line,  they  would  reach  ten  miles."  Through  the  long,  hot 
Summer  months,  the  troops  worked,  under  the  broiling 
sun,  with  unflagging  courage,  until  the  parallels  were  at  last 
pushed  so  near  to  the  fort,  that,  with  a  single  bound,  the 
assailants  could  be  inside  the  ramparts.  The  preparations 
were  all  made  for  a  final  assault,  when  the  enemy  suddenly 
evacuated  it,  and  streamed  forward  towards  Fort  Gregg.  Our 
exultant  troops  followed  after,  and  this  also  was  evacuated, 
and  we  had  Morris  Island,  for  which  we  had  struggled  sd 
long.  Twenty-one  guns  were  left  in  our  possession.  We 
were  now  in  fair  range  of  Fort  Sumter,  and  its  speedy  fall 
was  eagerly  looked  for.  Fort  Moultrie  was  also  bombarded, 
and  though  Sumter  soon  became  a  still  greater  heap  of  ruins, 
and  Gillmore  pushed  his  operations  with  a  skill  and  energy 
that  deserved  success,  it  soon  became  apparent  that  we  were 
no  nearer  Charleston  than  ever. 

Here,  it  is  worthy  of  notice,  that  though  both  Forts 
Wagner  and  Gregg  were  reduced,  and  Sumter  so  demolished 
as  to  be  able  to  mount  but  a  few  guns,  Dahlgren  never 
attempted  to  carry  the  iron-clads  past  it  up  to  Charleston. 
The  brave  Du  Pont  was  removed  because,  with  all  these 
forts  in  the  enemy's  possession,  and  thoroughly  mounted 
Urith  the  most  formidable  cannon,  he  failed  to  make  a  second 
attempt  to  pass  or  destroy  it ;  and  yet  Dahlgren,  with  but 
half  the  fire  to  encounter,  did  not  even  risk  a  trial.     This 
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single  fact  is  all  the  testimony  any  just  mind  needs,  to  prove 
whose  views  were  correct.  Dahlgren  saw  plainly  that  Du 
Pont  was  right,  and  was  too  good  an  oflScer  to  risk  his 
vessels  where  certain  defeat  awaited  him. 

Though  Charleston  was  not  taken,  it  was  almost  as  deso- 
late as  Edom.  A  Southern  paper  thus  described  its  condi- 
tion :  "  Here  and  there,  a  pedestrian  moves  hurriedly  along, 
and  the  rattle  of  a  cart  or  a  dray  is  alone  heard  for  a  whole 
square.  The  blinds  are  closed ;  vases  of  rare  exotics  droop 
and  wither  on  the  lonely  window-sill,  because  there  is  no 
tender  hand  to  twine  or  nourish  them.  The  walk  glistens 
"Wit^  fragments  of  glass,  rattled  thither  by  the  concussion 
of  exploding  shells ;  here,  a  cornice  is  knocked  oflF;  there, 
is  a  small  round  hole  through  the  side  of  a  building ;  beyond, 
a  house  in  ruins,  and,  at  remote  intervals,  the  earth  is  torn 
where  a  shell  exploded,  and  looks  like  the  work  of  a  giant 
in  search  of  some  hidden  treasure ;  and  little  tufts  of  bright 
'green  grass  are  springing  up  along  the  pave,  once  vocal 
with  the  myriad  tongues  of  busy  trade. '^ 

What  a  picture  this  is,  of  the  proud  "  cradle  of  secession !" 
Its  destruction  was  never  very  important,  in  a  military 
view ;  but,  as  the  hot-bed  of  treason — the  spot  where  the 
national  flag  was  first  fired  upon,  and  compelled  to  come 
down  at  the  bidding  of  traitors-^its  overthrow  was  an  object 
of  intense  desire  to  the  North ;  and  yet,  what  fate  could  be 
worse  than  the  one  she  actually  suffered !  Behold  Charles- 
ton, rocking  to  the  shouts  of  the  excited  multitude,  and 
echoing  to  the  joyful  peal  of  bells,  because  the  brave 
Anderson  is  compelled  to  haul  down  his  flag !  And  behold 
that  same  city  now,  as  drawn  by  the  pen  of  one  of  her  own 
people — desolate,  dreary  and  mournful ! — and  who  will  say 
that  she  has  not  drank  to  the  dregs  the  fearful  cup  she  so 
madly  mixed  for  herself? 
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BVBNT8    AT    THB   WB8T    DURING    THB    8UMMBR — GRANT   AT   VICKSBURG RAID 

OF  PHILLIPS — R08ECRANS  AT  MURFREE8RORO' ADVANCB  OK  CHATTA- 
NOOGA— MOROAN^S  RAID  THROUGH  OHIO — THB  PURSUIT — ATTEMPTS  TO 
CROSS   INTO   VIRGINIA — BATTLE     OF   BUFFINGTON's   ISLAND — ROUT     OF    THB 

BAND — CURIOUS  ASPECT  OF  THE    BATTLE-FIELD QUANTRELL   IN   MISSOURI — 

RAID  INTO  KANSAS — MASSACRE  AT  LAWRENCE — THE  PURSUIT — THB  FLIGHT— 
HIS   ESCAPB. 

BUT  while  comparative  quiet  reigned  around  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  after  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  and 
but  minor  expeditions  broke  the  monotony  along  the  sea- 
board, and  the  tedious  bombardment  of  Fort  Sumter  went 
on,  events  of  great  interest  were  transpiring  in  the  West, 
some  of  which  were  to  give  direction  to  all  future  operations 
there,  and  eventually  pierce  the  very  heart  of  the  Con- 
federacy. After  Grant  had  captured  Vicksburg,  and  then 
turned  and  driven  Johnston  out  of  Jackson,  he  took  up 
his  head-quarters  at  the  former  place,  and  devoted  himself 
to  the  business  of  his  Department,  while  the  army  lay  quiet 
in  order  to  recover  its  strength  for  future  operations.  A 
successful  raid  was  made  into  Central  Mississippi,  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Phillips,  in  which  sixty-five 
locomotives  and  five  hundred  cars  were  destroyed,  and  the 
communications  of  the  rebels  sadly  broken  up.  Besides 
this,  little  was  done  by  Grant's  army. 

But,  up  at  Murfreesboro',  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland 
was  in  motion.  Much  complaint  had  been  made  against 
Rosecrans,  its  Commander,  because  he  lay  inactive  while 
such  important  events  were  taking  place  around  Viftksburg; 
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tut  he  determined,  when  he  advanced,  to  take  no  backward 
step.  Bragg  was  in  his  front,  with  a  powerful  army,  and 
Chattanooga  was  a  strongly  fortified  place,  and  he  knew  that 
xxo  easy  task  was  before  him. 

When  his  preparations  were  complete,  he  put  his  army  in 
xmotion,  and,  crossing  the  Cumberland  Mountains  by  four 
<31fferent  routes,  pressed  forward  towards  Chattanooga.    But 
"'While  he  was  thus  pushing  his  victorious  columns  south,  two 
vents  occurred,  far  back  of  him,  which,  though  having  no 
eal  effect  on  his  campaign,  or  the  war,  produced  the  most 
intense   excitement   throughout  the   North.      These  were, 
organ's  raid  through  Ohio,  and  the  massacre  at  Lawrence. 
In  the  latter  part  of  June,  Morgan,  with  a  brigade,  lay 
ong  the  banks  of  the  Cumberland  River,  evidently  medi- 
"tating  some  serious  movement.     A  Union  force  was  dis- 
3patched   to   the  locality   to  watch  him,  and  had  several 
skirmishes  with  portions  of  his  troops.    But,  on  the  3d  of  July, 
^t  was  found  that  he  had  crossed  the  river,  the  day  before,  at 
^urkesville.    Captain  Carter  had  a  brush  with  his  advance,  in 
nwhich  he  was  severely  wounded,  and  his  command  com- 
3)elled  to  fall  back.     Reinforcements  were  immediately  sent 
lim,  which  arrived  just  before  midnight  in  the  vicinity  of 
Columbia,  then  in  possession  of  the  enemy.     An  attack  was 
^  once  ordered,  but  Morgan's  force  being  much  stronger 
"than  it  had  been  reported;  the  Union  troops  were  compelled 
fe  retreat  to  Jamestown,  from  which  point  Colonel  Wolford 
dispatched  a  courier  to  Somerset,  to  General  Carter  com- 
manding the  United  States  troops  there,  stating  that  Morgan 
l^ad  crossed  the  Cumlterland,  and  advanced  north  to  Colum- 
l>ia.     A  proper  force  was  immediately  sent  in  pursuit,  and 
^31  through  the  moon-lit  night  of  the  4th  of  July,  the  excited 
•pursuers  pressed  gaily  forward,  and  reached  the  north  bank 
of  Green  River  about  daylight  Sunday  morning.     Taking  a 
"hurried  breakfast,  they  pushed  on  all  day,  and  that  evening, 
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just  before  dusk,  were  joined  by  the  Second  Tennessee 
mounted  infantry. 

Morgan,  in  the  meantime,  in  his  bold  march,  had  captured 
Lebanon,  though  not  until  after  a  sharp  fight,  in  which  his 
brother  Tom  was  killed]  In  revenge  for  his  death,  some 
twenty  houses  were  burned,  and  the  post  oflBce  robbed. 
The  Union  troops  captured  here — numbering  in  all  about 
three  hundred — ^Morgan  compelled  to  run  on  foot,  in  front  of 
his  mounted  men,  for  twelve  miles,  to  Springfield.  A  ser- 
geant giving  out,  he  was  knocked  on  the  head  with  the 
butt  end  of  a  musket,  and  his  brains  trampled  out  by  the 
passing  horsemen.  At  Springfield,  the  prisoners  were 
robbed,  and  then  paroled. 

On  the  night  of  the  6th,  the  pursuing  force  was  joined, 
at  Bardstown,  by  General  Hobson,  with  Shackleford^s 
brigade,  composed  of  the  Third,  Eighth,  Ninth  and  Twelfth 
Kentucky  cavalry,  with  two  pieces  of  artillery.  Hobson  at 
once  assumed  command,  and,  pushing  on  to  Shepherdsville, 
found  that  Morgan  at  that  point  had  captured  the  mail  train 
on  the  Louisville  and  Nashville  railroad,  and  about  twenty 
soldiers  who  were  passengers  in  the  cars.  The  horses  here 
giving  out,  Hobson  halted  for  a  day,  but  at  daylight,  on  the 
morning  of  the  8th,  was  again  in  motion,  and  followed  the 
track  of  the  rebel  chieftain  for  thirty  miles,  by  the  letters 
which  his  band  had  taken  from  the  mail-bags,  and,  after 
reading,  had  torn  and  scattered  along  the  road.  Mor- 
gan, in  the  meantime,  had  entered  Elizabethtown,  and^ 
helping  himself  to  what  he  wanted,  struck  for  Branden- 
burg, and,  by  a  sudden,  skillful  movement,  captured  the 
steamboats  Alice  Dean  and  J.  T.  McCoombs,  by  which  ho 
took  his  whole  force  across  the  Ohio  River.  Among 
all  the  bold  and  extraordinary  movements  of  the  war, 
none  had  been  bolder  or  half  so  desperate  as  this. 
Right  through  the  thickly  settled  State  of  Ohio,  this  fearless 
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^ider  proposed  to  take  his  lawless  band,  and,  after  working 
^txcalculable  evil,  recross  the  Ohio,  and  rejoin  the  rebel  army 
III  Virginia  or  south  of  the  Tennessee  River. 

As  Hobson  approached  the  Ohio,  he  saw  the  Alice  Dean, 
^rapped  in  flame  and  smoke,  burning  on  the  opposite  shore, 
^lid  the  rear  guard  of  Morgan's  force  rapidly  disappearing 
^  the  distance. 

At  Brandenburg,  the  Leavenworth  home-guards  showed 

%lit,  but  were  overpowered,  and  forty-five  taken  prisoners, 

^e  stores  and  houses  were  plundered  and  the  raiders  cum- 

^©X'^d  themselves  with  useless  goods,  which  they  soon  had 

*^   tlirow  away. 

JVlorgan  was  now  in  the  Free  States,  and  his  march  hence- 
^-^^'V^ard  assumed  an  importance  which  at  once  attracted  the 
**^^^ntion  of  the  whole  country. 

[obson  was  across  the  river  on  the  morning  of  the  10th, 

at  once  commenced  a  sharp  pursuit.     Morgan's  path 

began  to  be  beset  with  ever-increasing  diflGiculties ;  foi 

owerful  force  was  pressing  on  his  rear,  while  in  front  the 

mtry  was  rushing  to  arms. 

.t  Corydon,  the  home-guards  made  a  short  stand,  losing 
le  fifteen  in  killed  and  wounded,  and  two  hundred  pris- 
'iBrs,  which  Morgan  paroled. 

Stealing  all  the  horses  he  could  find,  and  levying  taxes 

lere  he  did  not  destroy,  he  pushed  on  to  Blue  River,  and, 

dng    the  bridge   behind  him,    swept    through    Paris. 

"'iMtching  Vernon,  where  a  force  of  twelve  hundred  militia 

«3  assembled,  he  demanded  the  surrender  of  the  place. 

^   Come  and  take  it,"  was  Colonel  Lowe's  response.     Morgan 

^Xirrounded  the  town,  but,  contenting  himself  with  burning 

^ome  bridges,  he  moved  around  it  to  Versailles,  where  he 

fobbed  the  County  Treasurer  of  all  his  money,  about  five 

thousand  dollars — saying,  in  grim  jocoseness,  that  he  was 

Borry  the  County  was  so  very  poor.     Sacking  the  town,  he 
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sent  out  a  detachment,  which  burned  a  bridge  and  captured 
a  telegraph  operator,  while  with  the  main  column  he  kept 
on  to  Pierceville,  burning  all  the  bridges  on  the  road.  Near 
Wiseburgh,  he  had  a  skirmish  with  the  home-guards,  and  at 
Ne\fr-Ulsas,  a  German  settlement,  his  soldiers  captured  a 
wagon-load  of  lager  beer,  which  they  carried  along  to  drink 
by  the  way.  The  same  night  in  which  the  pursuing  force 
encamped  at  Harrison,  with  their  horses  thoroughly  jaded 
out,  Morgan's  bugles  were  sounding  north  of  Cincinnati 
On  his  way,  he  at  Miamiville  turned  over  a  railroad  train, 
and  burned  fifty  Government  wagons.  On  the  afternoon 
of  the  15th,  he  entered  Winchester,  and  robbed  the  mail 
and  stole  thirty-five  thousand  dollars'  worth  of  property  and 
fifty  horses,  while  the  soldiers  tore  up  all  the  flags  they  could 
find,  and  tied  the  fragments  to  the  tails  of  mules,  which  they 
drove,  with  shouts  and  laughter,  thi-ough  the  streets. 

Morgan  now  struck  south-east,  for  the  purpose  of  reaching^ 
the  Ohio,  and  crossing  into  Virginia.  The  country  wa^ 
thoroughly  aroused,  and  troops  were  concentrating  firoflfc 
various  quarters  to  head  him  off  and  intercept  his  retreoL^^. 
Burning  the  bridge  at  Jacktown,  he  kept  on  to  Wheat  Ridg* 
where  his  force  separated — a  pai-t  going  through  Moia-T" 
Olive.  Six  miles  from  Jackson,  the  citizens  blockaded  t^= 
road,  which  detained  him  two  hours.  Here  and  th^— 
shooting  down  a  man  who  showed  hostile  intentions,  a.:M^^ 
pillaging  and  destroying  like  a  band  of  savages,  the  fofcr 
pressed  forward  towards  the  Ohio.  Arriving  at  Jackso^ 
Morgan  sent  part  of  his  forces  up  to  Berlin,  where  thre^ 
thousand  militia  were  posted,  who  were  quickly  scattere^^ 
by  a  single  shell  thrown  into  their  midst.  At  the  little  iowt^ 
of  Linesville,  the  home-guards  tore  up  a  bridge  and  block--' 
aded  the  road,  by  which  Morgan  was  detained  another  two 
hours — a  great  gain  to  the  pursuers,  who  were  straining 
every  nerve  to  overtake  him. 
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In  the  meantime,  General  Judah,  with  a  strong  force,  was 
moving  up  the  Ohio  from  Portsmouth,  a  town  a  hundred 
and  fifteen  miles  above  Cincinnati,  while  gunboats  patrolled 
the  stream.  It  was  evident  that  Morgan  would  strike  for 
tho  first  fordable  place  on  the  river,  and  try  to  cross  into 
^i^ginia,  as  he  was  becoming  sorely  pressed — for,  although 
t^  could  supply  fresh  horses  on  the  way,  his  men  were 
getting  worn  out  by  their  long  and  rapid  march. 

^uffington  Island  lies  about  twenty  miles  below  Blenncr- 

hassett  Island ;  between  them  are  a  great  many  shoals,  that 

make  crossing  comparatively  easy.     For  this  point,  Morgan 

^^c>\v  struck,  hoping  to  get  across  before  his  pursuers  were 

^p7  or  he  was  headed  off  by  the  force  pressing  up  the  river. 

Oil  Friday  night,  the  17th,  he  was  at  Pomeroy,  thirty-five 

^^los  below  the  island,  and  the  next  night  encamped  in 

sanio  corn-fields  nearly  opposite  it.     At  this  point,  a  road^ 

^pniing  over  a  range  of  hills  two  miles  distant,  strikes  the 

^Ver  road  nearly  at  right  angles.     Three  hundred  yards 

^oove  the  former  road,  was  a  private  one,  leading  into  the 

^^^"n^fields  where  Morgan  lay.     Judah  came  down  the  pike, 

/^^S   there  being  a  dense  fog,  almost  run  upon  the  rebels 

^^^^re  he  was  aware  of  their  position.     Morgan  immediately 

^^  on  the  advance  column,  throwing  it  into  confusion,  and 

^^    about  to  follow  up  his  success  with  a  charge,  when  the 

^^^^Ijoat  Moose,  in  the  river,  opened  on  him,  and  at  the 

^"^^  time  Ilobson's  force  came  up  in  the  rear.     Our  artillery 

.  ^^  soon  got  in  position,  and  the  battle  commenced,     Find- 

S   himself  between  three  fires,  Morgan  moved  up-stream, 

^^  ^iiCape  the  shells  of  the  gunboat ;  but  she  advanced,  also — 

^Vuxging  to  him  with  a  tenacity  that  soon  convinced  him  that 

^^  I'eaching  the  river,  instead  of  finding  safety  he  had  actually 

^**^vi  iato  the  lion's  mouth.     Seeing  that  it  was  hopeless  to 

wake  a  stand  here,  he  divided  his  force  into  two  columns, 

aiid  a  rush  was  made  by  one  for  the  river,  at  a  point  about 

45 
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a  mile  and  a  half  above  the  island.  But  the  gunboat, 
coining  up,  sent  shot  and  shell  into  the  mass  floundering  in 
the  water — ^killing  some,  and  turning  others  back,  so  that 
only  about  twenty  succeeded  in  getting  over. 

In  the  meantime,  Basil  Duke,  back  from  the  shore,  was 
so  hard  pressed  that  the  men  broke  in  despair — some  sur-  — 
rendering  themselves  prisoners — among  them  Duke  him-  — . 
self — and  others  taking  refuge  in  flight.     A  running  figh 
now  ensued;  the  main  body  of  the  enemy,  aiming  for 
point  up  the  river,  opposite  Belleville,  Virginia,  on  reachin 
it,  plunged  into   the  water,   and  began  to  push  for  th 
other  shore.     But  the  Moose  soon  came  looming  throng 
the    fog,    and,    pouring   her   shrapnel    into    the   advance 
party,    killed    some,    and    stopped    the    remainder    fro 
attempting  to  cross.     About  twenty  more,  however,  g 
over  here.     The  remaining  rebels  now  pushed  on  up  i 
river  fourteen  miles  further,  to   Hawkinsport,  and  agai 
made  an  effort  to  cross ;  but  the  omnipresent  gunboat  wi 
there,  and  they  had  to  keep  on  in  their  headlong  flight 

Scattering  in  detached  bodies,  the  rebels  now 
hither  and  thither,  striving  in  vain  to  break  through  t 
toils  with  which  they  were  surrounded.     Some  two 
succeeded  in  crossing  at  Readsville,  while  Morgan,  with  o 
portion,  struck  into  Columbiana  County,  where  his  for 
surrendered  to  Colonel  Shackleford. 

Over  two  thousand  were  captured  or  killed,  and  all  thi 
guns,  accouterments  and  plunder  seized. 

The  battle-field,  and  line  of  retreat,  presente'd  one  of  t^^^^^ 
most  curious  spectacles  ever  seen  in  war.     The  ground 
strewed,  not  only  with  guns,  cartridge-boxes,  &c.,  but  wL 
all  sorts  of  hardware  and  dry-goods,  and  household  articl^^'^ 
such  as  forks,  spoons,  calicoes,  ribbons,  and  women's  appar^^^' 
together   with   buggies,   carriages,  market-wagons,   cire 
wagons,  and  even  quite  a  quantity  of  stationery.     Su 
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cxtXTLordinary  spoils  never  before  fell  into  the  hands  of  war* 

It  seemed  as  if  a  den  of  thieves,  where  their  plunder 
stored,  had  been  broken  up,  and  not  that  a  reputed  band 
of  heroes  were  retreating,  under  the  leadership  of  a  noted  cap- 
t3.iix*  Altogether,  this  was  one  of  the  most  remarkable  raids  of 
the  vy^ar,  though  distinguished  for  nothing  but  foolhardiness. 
Af  organ  crossed  the  Ohio  a  hundred  and  seventy  miles 
■^^lovr  Cincinnati,  and,  passing  clear  around  that  city, 
attempted  to  recross  the  river  about  a  hundred  and  seventy 
^^iles  above  it  For  ten  days,  he  marched  through  the  heart 
^^  Ohio,  plundering  and  destroying,  with  apparently  no 
^tlxor  object  in  view  than  simple  retaliation*  He  must  have 
^^aoved,  during  this  time,  at  the  rate  of  at  least  fifty  miles  a  day, 
«J.ncl  yet  did  not  destroy  property  to  the  amount  of  more 
thaoi  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

THE   MASSACRE   AT  LAWREXCB. 

^W^ar,  from  its  very  nature,  is  cruel,  but  in  later  days, 

^*^ong  civilized  nations,  it  has  seldom  been  disgraced  by 

^^^h  atrocities  as  the  massacres  at  Lawrence  and  Fort  Pillow. 

•^^^ ,  fitted  by  nature  to  be  leaders  of  banditti,  took  advan- 

^^^  of  the  war  to  follow  the  vocation  for  which  they  seemed 

J^^^igned,  and,  gathering  around  them  a  band  of  men,  law- 

^^^    and  desperate  as  themselves,  plundered  and  murdered, 

^^^C3r  the  pretext  of  carrying  on  a  war  for  independence. 

J^^^Tewere  degrees  of  crime  among  even  this  abandoned 

^^"^^ — some  leaders  having  more  control  over  their  followers, 

^  being  more  humane  than  others.  Over  all,  however,  Quan- 

^^  X  stands  pre-eminent  for  his  barbarities  and  depravity.    His 

J    ^^le  career  during  the  war,  was  marked  by  crime  and  vio- 

^  ^e ;  but  in  the  massacre  at  Lawrence,  Kansas,  he  acquired  a 

Citation  that  will  make  his  name  infamous  to  the  end  of  time. 

-during  the  Summer,  reports  cf  intended  raids  on  varioug 
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tewns,  constantly  agitated  the  frontiers  of  Missouri  ai 
Kansas ; .  but  General  Ewing,  who  commanded  there,  gar 
6(>ned  the  threatened  places,  and  Quantrell's  force,  numberii 
some  three  hundred,  was  kept  at  bay.  If.  disappoint! 
in  their  intended  attack  on  a  particular  place,  they  wop 
break  up  into  small,  predatory  bands,  and  wreak  their  ve 
geance  on  isolated  families  or  parties.  Ewing  scattered  1 
force,  which,  in  separate  detachments,,  dogged  these  marau 
ers  from  one  haunt  and  locality  to  another.  Missouri  final 
getting  too  hot  for  him,  Quantrell  determined,  in  August, 
make  a  dash  into  Kansas.  Selecting  Black  water,  some  fif 
miles  from  the  Kansas  line,  as  the  place  of  rendezvoi 
he,  on  the  19th,  moved  oflF  with  his  mounted  force,  ar 
passing  through  Chapel  Hill,  where  he  was  joined  by  fif 
more  outlaws,  pressed  straight  for  Kansas. 

Captain  Pike,  commanding  two  companies  at  Aubre 
forty-five  miles  from  Lawrence,  heard,  on  the  evening  of  t! 
20th,  that  Quantrell  had  just  passed  five  miles  to  the  sou. 
of  him ;  but  instead  of  pushing  on  after  him,  he  forward 
the  information  up  and  down  the  line,  and  to  Ewing's  hee 
quarters.  The  latter  at  once  sent  forward  a  hundred  n^ 
to  Aubrey,  thirty -five  miles  distant,  with  orders  for  the  c(^ 
blned  force  to  start  at  once  in  pursuit.  At  midnight,  tb 
mounted,  and  pressed  rapidly  forward.  But  Quantrell  h. 
struck  across  the  open  prairie,  making  it  difficult  to  k€5 
his  track,  so  that  they  gained  but  little  on  him  all  nig"' 
"With  the  start  of  several  hours,  he,  by  riding  rapidly,  reach' 
Lawrence  a  little  after  daylight,  and  the  tramp  of  his  hors 
through  the  streets,  and  shouts  of  his  men,  aroused  the  ten 
fied  inhabitants  to  the  sudden  disaster  that  had  overtake 
them.  The  new$  spread  like  lightning  through  the  towi 
and  a  few  seized  their  guns  and  rushed  forth  to  fight,  bi 
were  shot  down  by  the  desperadoes,  who  had  comple 
control  of  the  place.     Then  commenced  a  scene  of.pillaj 
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and    Tiolcnce  which  in  our  history  finds  its  parallel  only  in 
Indian  atrocities.     Houses  and  banks  were  broken  into~ 
'women  were  stripped  of  their  jewelry,  and  everything  valu- 
able   that  could  be  transported  on  horseback,  was  dragged 
fort.1^  and  packed  for  removal  on  fresh  horses  gathered  in 
the    place.     As  fast  as  houses  were  pillaged,  they  WQre  set 
on   fire,  and  soon  the  crackling  of  flames  mingled  with  the 
slioiits  and  cries  of  the  infuriated  demons.     "  During  all  this 
time,  citizens  were  being  murdered  everywhere.     Germans 
and   negroes,  when. caught,  were  shot  immediately.     Many 
persons  were  shot  down  after  they  had  been  taken  prisoners 
and   had  been  assured  that  they  would  not  be  hurt  if  they 
"vv^oixld  surrender.     Messrs.  Trask  and  Baker,  and  'two  other 
citizens,  were  so  taken,  and  while  being  marched  towards 
the    Tiver  as  prisoners,  were  fired  upon,  and  all  four  killed 
^n    the  spot  except  Mr.  Baker,  who  was  not  expected  to  live. 
*^^-     Dix  had  been  taken  prisoner,  and  his  house  set  on  fire, 
^■hc^n  one  of  the  fiends  told  him  if  he  would  give  them  his 
^^txev  he  would  not  be  killed:  otherwise  he  would.     Mr. 
^^^c:  went  into  the  burning  house,  and  got  a  thousand  dollars 
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^5^^^   handed  it  over.     He  was  told  to  march  towards  the 

^^  ^r,  and  had  not  proceeded  twenty  steps  when  he  was 

^^^  t:  dead  from  behind.     Mr.  Hampson,  clerk  of  the  Provost- 

^^^^:*slial  had  a  revolver,  and  tried  to  defend  the  few  things 

^ad  saved  from  the  Johnson  House.     His  wife  interfered, 


^^^  they  told  him  if  he  would  surrender  he  should  be  treated 

^^  prisoner,  and  be  safe  from  harm.     He  surrendered,  and 

/^^  immediately  shot  from  behind^ — the  ball  entering  near 

^^  spine,  and  coming  out  below  the  kidneys  in  front     In 

^^  instance,  the  wife  and  daughter  of  a  man  threw  them- 

^^ves  over  his  body,  begging  for  his  life;  but  one  of  the 

^Virderers  deliberately  thrust  his  revolver  down  between 

"io  two  women,  and  killed  the  man. 

**  Before   ten  o'clock,  the  main  body  of  the  guerrillas 
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departed  with  their  plunder,  leaving  a  guard  over  the  pri^ 
oners  in  town,  and  a  few  stragglers.     The  few   perso 
wounded,  were  wounded  at  this  time  by  tha  passing  fiend: 
In  the  earlier  part  of  the  day,  most  of  the  persons  wei^^:-     j.^ 
fired  at  from  very  near,  and  killed  instantly. 

^'  One  of  the  first  persons  out  was  Colonel  Deitzler.  MZj^^Bf 
Williamson  and  myself  helped  him  carry  off  the  dead.  Tl^^^He 
sight  that  met  us  when  coming  out,  I  cannot  describe.  j 

have  read  of  outrages  committed  in  the  so-called  dark  hgm^^^^g, 
and,  hoixible  as  they  appeared  to  me,  they  sink  into  ins:^^  g. 
nificance  in  comparison  with  what  I  was  then  compelled  to 

witness.   Well-known  citizens  were  lying,  completely  roastc=^g-  d, 
in  front  of  the  spot  where  their  stores  and  residences  Im  ^^d 
been.     The   bodies  were    crisp,   and    nearly  black.     V"^^e 
thought,  at  first,  they  were  all  negroes,  till  we  recognisK^Bd 
some  of  them.     In  handling  the  dead  bodies,  pieces     ^zd( 
roasted  flesh  would  remain  in  our  hands.     Soon,  our  stren^5"'th 
failed  us,  in  this  horrible  and  sickening  work.     Many  coxa-Id 
not  help  crying  like  children.     Women  and  little  child x*^2n 
were  all  over  town,  hunting  for  their  husbands  and  fathe':rs, 
and  sad  indeed  was  the  scene  when  they  did  finally  fi^Kid 
them  among  the  corpses  laid  out  for  recognition.     I  caar:"-ot 
describe  the  horrors;  language  fails  me,  and  the  recollection 
of  the  scenes  I  witnessed,  makes  me  sick  when  I  am  co  ^^' 
polled  to  repeat  them."  * 

These,  however,  are  but  few  of  the  details.  Twenty  c^o^- 
ored  soldiers  were  shot  in  cold  blood,  and  in  circumstan  ^^^s  ■ 
of  fiendish  atrocity.  A  hundred  and  forty  unarmed  meo^  ^^  ■  ^ 
all,  were  murdered,  and  twenty-four  wounded.  The  d^^^  ■  ^ 
lined  the  streets  everywhere,  through  which  roamed  weepi^S  ■  ^ 
women  and  children,  while  the  air  was  filled  with  the  snn^^^®  I  ^ 
and  flames  of  a  hundred  and  eighty-five  burning  buildings.  ■  ^ 
Altogether,  it  was  a  scene  one  would  never  expect  to    ^^® 

*  WiUiam  Eempf,  belonging  to  the  Provost-Marahal^s  Office.  | 
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the  Nineteenth  Century,  in  a  civilized  and  Christian  land. 

rivaled  in  atrocity  the  massacre  of  the  whites  in  Minne- 
ta  by  the  Sioux  Indians,  and  shows  what  desperate  bands 

men  infested  our  frontiers.  General  Lane  was  in  the 
ace  at  the  time,  and  narrowly  escaped  capture  by  the  des- 
^radoes.  Enraged  at  being  unable  to  find  him,  they  burned 
3  house.    Many  heroic  deeds  were  performed  by  the  women 

protecting  the  lives  of  the  men,  and  it  must  be  said  to 
e  honor  of  the  wretches,  that  they  refrained  from  commit- 
as:  violence  on  them. 

After  quietly  taking  a  lunch  amid  the  smouldering  ruins 
'  the  town,  Quantrell  ordered  his  men  to  mount,  and  lifting 
s  hat  mockingly  to  the  ladies,  bowed  politely,  and  said. 
Ladies,  I  now  bid  you  good  morning ;  I  hope  when  we 
eet  again,  it  will  be  under  more  favorable  circumstances." 
!e  then  put  spurs  to  his  horse,  and  rode  away,  followed  by 
is  murderous  gang.  He  topk  the  precaution  to  collect  all 
16  fresh  horses  he  could  lay  his  hands  on,  so  as  to  be  able 

>  elude  pursuit 

The  troops,  under  Major  Plumb,  reached  the  place  only 
)  find  it  in  ruins,  and  the  enemy  gone.  Although  they  had 
ressed  rapidly  forward,  having  made  more  than  sixty-five 
iles,  without  rest  or  food,  since  the  morning  before — filled 
ith  rage  at  the  sight  which  met  their  gaze,  they  immediately 
heeled  and  started  in  pursuit.  Lane,  assembling  a  hundred 
id  fifty  of  the  citizens,  joined  them,  and  all  day  long  they 
ressed  on  the  flying  track  of  the  foe.  Quantrell  kept  a 
mdred  of  his  best-mounted  men  as  a  rear-guard,  who  the 
oment  our  men,  scattered  over  the  prairies,  came  in  sight, 
ould  form  in  line  of  battle.  This  would  compel  a  halt  of 
e  most  advanced  pursuers,  and  by  the  time  the  main  body 
mid  get  up,  Quantrell's  gang,  with  the  booty,  would  be 
r  ahead*     The  rear-guard,  the  moment  Plumb  was  ready 

>  commence  an  attack,  would  pour  in  one  volley,  then 
reak  into  column  and  gallop  o£f  at  a  rate  that  defied  pur- 
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suit.  Thus  the  chase  was  kept  up  till  eight  o'clock  at  night, 
when  the  rear-guard  made  a  stand,  and  a  skirmish  followed. 
The  guerrillas,  however,  finding  another  force,  under  Lieut - 
I  Colonel  Clark,  crossing  their  line  of  retreat,  broke  and  scat- 
tered in  the  darkness,  so  that  the  trail  could  not  be  followed. 

Quantrell,  seeing  that  he  had  baffled  his  pursuers,  halted 
to  rest;  but  at  midnight,  a  body  of  militia  broke  up  his 
camp.  Aided,  however,  by  the  darkness  and  the  uneven 
surface  of  the  prairie,  he  got  safely  off,  and,  continuing  his 
flight,  crossed  the  Kansas  border,  and  at  noon  the  next  day 
reached  the  timber  near  the  middle  fork  of  the  Grand  River, 
Missouri,  an  hour  in  advance  of  his  pursuers.  Here,  his 
forces  scattered.  About  a  hundred,  with  Quantrell  at  their 
head,  moved  down  the  river.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lazear^ 
with  two  hundred  men,  continued  to  press  him  so  closely  that 
he  was  compelled  to  abandon  most  of  his  horses  and  mucft 
of  the  plunder  he  had  taken  from  the  Lawrence  stores. 

There  had  been,  in  the  pursuit,  frequent  engagementir 
with  detached  parties,  and  Ewing  reported  about  a  hundre  ^ 
of  the  miscreants  killed.     Though  the  pui-suers  traveled 
hundred  miles  in  the  first  twenty-four  hours — killing  man* 
of  their  horses  by  exhaustion,  and  some  of  the  men  then 
selves  died  from  the  effect  of  the  sun,  and  want  of  rest- 
yet  Quantrell,  by  desperate  riding,  succeeded  in  cscapin 
Never  did   bloodhounds   hang  more  unflinchingly  on  t 
track  of  a  poor  fugitive,  than  did  these  gallant  soldiers  f 
enraged  citizens  on  the  flying  footsteps  of  this  desperc 
until  their  horses  gave  out.     No  prisoners  were  capture 
every  man  oeing  shot  remorselessly  down  when  overta 
^Thc    perfect   knowledge    of   the   fate   that  awaited 
imparted  a  desperation  to  Quantrell's  efforts  to  elud 
pursuers ;  and,  mounted  on  the  best  horse  the  country 
furnish,  he  pushed  him  to  the  limit  of  his  enduranc 
thus  escaped  a  short  shrift  and  a  quick  passage  to  th 
werld — to  drag  out  a  miserable  life  in  this. 
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SEPTEMBER,  1863. 

BOS^Or^  j^jfS  BEFORE  CHATTANOOGA — RESOLVES   TO    FLANK  IT — HAZEN   LEFT  TO 

^•^^^D    THE     RIVER BRAGG     EVACUATES     CHATTANOOGA ROSECRANS     REr 

*S  TO     CUT   OFF   HIS    RETREAT — BCATTERIKO     OF    HIS     CORPS BRAGO 

*^C:HK8  back  on  CHATTANOOGA — PERIL    OF   ROSECRANS — RAPID    CONCEN- 

^lON     OF   HIS    ARMY FIRST    DAY's     BATTLE SECOND    DAY's     BATTLE 

>•    OF     OCR     ARMY — STEADFASTNESS     OF    THE    LEFT   WING DESPERATE 

^IIINO      OF     THOMAS THE      CRISIS — UNEXPECTED      DELIVERANCE THE 

^^-t.ANT     8TEEDMAN — A    DESPERATE     CHARGE — THE     BATTLE     SAVED — THE 
^^^Y   FALLS   BACK   TO    CHATTANOOGA— CAUSES    OF   DEFEAT. 

Y^L^IIILE  these  stirring  events  were  occurring  in  Ohio 

^   ▼        and  Kansas,  Rosecrans,  with  his  magnificent  army 

^*^1    in  hand,  was  pressing  victoriously  forward  towards 

*^^ttanooga,  and,  the  last  week  in  August,  drew  up  his 

^*^Tins  on  the  banks  of  the  Tennessee,  in  front  of  the  place. 

'  t>^ing  a  strong  position  by  nature,  and  made  more  so  by 

^^^^    it  was  well-nigh  impregnable  against  any  direct  attack. 

^^^ccrans  therefore  determined  to  flank  it  by  the  west  and 

^^^t.h,  and,  if  possible,  get  in  Bragg's  rear  and  cut  him  off 

^^^ti  his  base  of  supplies,  so  that  if  he  did  not  retreat  he 

^'^tild  be  forced  to  a  decisive  battle  in  the  open  field.     In 

ing  out  this  plan,  he  took  his  main  army  over  the 


'*^  ^tinessee,  a  few  miles  below  Chattanooga,  and  marched  up 

^*^^  Lookout  Valley,  lying  west  of  the  Lookout  Mountain. 

'^n  the  3rd  of  September,  he  put  the  troops  left  behind — • 

^V)ut  seven  thousand  in  number — under  Brigadier-General 

]Sazen,  with  orders  to  watch  the  movements  of  •  the  enemy 

at  all  the  crossings,  and  make  Bragg  believe  that  a  large 

army  was  still  on  the  north  shore  of  the  river.     This  force 
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was  scattered  from  Kingston  to  Williams'  Island,  a  distance 
of  seventy  miles,  and  yet,  so  adroitly  did  Hazen  manage  it- 
causing  the  heads  of  strong  columns  to  appear  simultaneous!} 
at  difierent  fords — ^building  camp-fires  at  prominent  points, 
and  beating  calls  all  along  the  river — that  Bragg  was  thor- 
oughly deceived,  until  the  main  army  was  far  to  the  south 
of  him.  When  he  discovered  it,  he  saw  at  once  that  he 
must  retreat,  or  be  cut  off  from  his  base  of  supplies ;  and, 
hastily  breaking  up  his  camp,  he  evacuated  Chattanooga. 
The  news  reached  Rosecrans  on  the  8th,  and  he  immediately 
started  in  pursuit. 

To  understand  the  positions  of  the  armies  at  this  time,  it 
is  necessary  to  remember  that  the  Tennessee  at  this  point 
runs  nearly  east  and  west  in  its  general  direction,  and  the 
Chickamauga  Creek  and  the  Lookout  Mountain  hang 
south  from  it,  like  two  great  pendants — the  former  above 
and  the  latter  below  Chattanooga.  Bragg  retreated  along 
the  valley  formed  by  the  Creek  and  Mountain.  Over  the 
Lookout  Mountain,  on  the  west  side,  lay  the  Lookout 
Valley,  up  which  Rosecrans  was  marching.  The  Lookout 
Mountain,  therefore,  divided  the  two  armies.  But  Rose- 
crans' army  was  very  much  scattered  at  the  time  he  heard 
of  Bragg's  retreat  McCodk's  Corps  was  far  up  the  Valley, 
forty-five  miles  south  of  Chattanooga ;  Thomas,  commanding 
the  center,  was  thirteen  miles  back  of  him,  down  the  Valley ; 
while  Crittenden  was  on  the  river,  and  only  some  eight  miles 
from  Chattanooga — two  of  his  divisions  not  yet  being  acrosa 
Rosecrans  now  immediately  ordered  Crittenden  to  move 
around  the  head  of  Lookout  Mountain,  and  follow  up  Bragg*! 
retiring  columns  as  rapidly  as  possible,  by  crossing  the 
Valley  of  Chickamauga  in  a  south-easterly  direction  to  Daltoik 
Had  Crittenden  done  so,  he  would  have  been  cut  off;  foi 
Bragg,  instead  of  striking  the  railroad,  as  Rosecrans  supposed 
he  would,  had  moved  directly  south,  and  now  lay  aboul 
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ilf-way  between  Dalton  and  Lookout  Mountain.  Fortu- 
itely,  Crittenden's  movement  was  delayed,  until  Rosecrans 
M3ertained  where  the  enemy  really  was.  The  former  was 
lerefore  ordered  to  follow  up  the  Chiekamauga  Creek^  and 
ike  position  at  Gordon's  Mill,  where  the  road  from  Lafayette 
I  Chattanooga  crossed.  Rosecrans  had  supposed  that  Bragg 
as  in  full  retreat,  and  that  the  chief  eflFort  should  be  to 
itercept  him ;  but  now,  to  his  astonishment,  he  learned  that 
le  rebel  General  was  not  only  not  fleeing,  but  had  faced 
t>cut,  and  was  preparing  to  march  back  on  Chattanooga, 
[is  first,  great  object  therefore  was,  to  get  his  scattered 
rmy  together,  before  Bragg  should  fall  on  Crittenden  and 
it  him  to  pieces.      ' 

The  Corps  of  the  latter  lay  stretched  along  the  Chicka- 
lauga,  and  extended  up  the  Valley  towards  Crawfish  Springs, 
I  order  to  be  near  as  possible  to  Thomas,  who  was  directed 
>  march  with  all  haste  over  the  mountain  to  his  support, 
he  latter  must  cross  by  way  of  Stevens'  Gap,  and  Bragg, 
nrare  of  it,  ordered  General  Hindman  to  occupy  and  hold 
le  Gap,  while  Polk  should  fall  on  Crittenden,  isolated  and 
pray  from  all  support.  Had  Hindman  done  as  he  was 
irected,  Bragg  would  doubtless  have  won  Chattanooga 
jain,  and  hopelessly  cut  Rosecrans'  line  of  communication, 
rhy  he  neglected  to  do  so,  or  why  Polk  did  not  attack 
rittenden  during  the  entire  week  he  was  alone  in  the 
"alley,  does  not  appear.  The  double  failure  doubtless 
ived  Rosecrans  and  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

Thomas,  having  sent  forward  Negley  to  hold  the  Gap,  on 
18  8th  and  9th  hurried  his  columns  across  it,  and,  pushing 
own  into  the  Valley,  moved  up  to  Crittenden's  right. 

McCook  was  over  the  Lookout  Mountain,  far  to  the  south, 
hen  he  received  the  order  of  Rosecrans  to  join  Thomas, 
id  at  midnight  put  his  columns  in  motion.  Bragg  was 
pirare  of  his  isolated  position^  and  took  measures  to  intercept 
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him  c  n  the  road  which  it  was  supposed  he  must  tak6.  McCook 
however,  instead  of  marching  directly  down  to  Thomas 
recrosscd  Lookout  Mountain,  and,  hurrying  down  Lookou 
Valley,  crossed  again  at  Stevens'  Gap.  He  lost  two  oi 
three  days'  march  by  this  route,  but  saved  his  army. 

But,  while  he  was  urging  his  columns  down  Lookou 
Valley,  and  over  its  rugged  heights  by  Stevens'  Gap,  event 
were  assuming  an  alarming  aspect  along  the  Chickamaugj 
Creek.  A  race  had  already  commenced  between  the  tw< 
armies,  that  were  moving  in  parallel  lines  back  toward 
Chattanooga.  Bragg,  having  received  the  reinforcement 
he  had  been  waiting  for,  determined  to  get  between  ou: 
army  and  Chattanooga,  and  thus  cut  Rosecrans^  line  of  com 
munications,  and  force  him  into  a  dangerous  retreat,  oi 
give  him  battle  on  ground  of  his  own  choosing. 

Whether  Rosecrans  ^vould  have  retreated  to  Chattanoogt 
without  risking  a  battle,  had  McCook  arrived  in  time,  woulc 
probably  have  depended  on  circunistances;  but  when  th( 
latter  did  at  length  form  on  Thomas'  right,  the  line  hat 
been  so  prolonged  that  it  was  twelve  miles  in  length,  am 
still  ten  miles  from  Chattanooga. 

On  the  18th,  two  fords,  on  our  extreme  left,  werefiercel; 
assailed,  and  our  forces  there  driven  back — showing  tha 
the  enemy,  though  manoeuvering  in  front,  designed  to  out 
flank  Rosecrans,  and  thus  force  him  to  a  decisive  battle.  Oi 
that  night,  therefore,  Thomas  was  ordered  to  break  oflF  froi 
the  center  and  take  position  on  the  left,  leaving  McCook  t 
close  up  and  fill  his  place.  Thus,  on  the  morning  of  th 
19th,  he  held  the  left,  Crittenden  the  center,  and  McCool 
the  right — the  whole  stretching  along  the  Chickamauga  Creel 
from  Gordon's  Mill  towards  Chattanooga.  The  army  wa 
still  in  motion  on  the  morning  of  the  19th,  closing  up  it 
line,  for  no  portion  of  it  was  perfectly  settled  in  positioi 
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but     the  Corps  of  Thomfa.     Granger  was  at  Rossville,  four 
mil^s  from  the  left,  with  a  division  in  reserve. 

^Eo-rly  in  the  morning,  Wood,  who  was  stationed  at  Gor- 
do xx'^s  Mill,  saw  low  clouds  of  dust  hovering  along  the  roads 
th^i-t,   beyond  the  Creek,  run  towards  Chattanooga — showing 
th^x.t    heavy  cofumns  were  marching  in  that  direction — and 
re;f>orted  the  fact  to  Rosecrans. 

^rannan  held  the  extreme  left,  Baird  came  next,  and 
Reynolds  next  to  him.     Negley's  division,   belonging  to 
Tlxornas,  was  holding  Owen's  Ford,  two  miles  beyond  Gor- 
don's Mill.     Palmer  and  Van  Cleve,  of  Crittenden's  Corps, 
l^^lcl  the  center.     Sheridan  and  Davis,  of  McCook's  Corps, 
^^re  marching  swiftly  up  to  close  the  right,  when,  about 
ten  o'clock,  the  sudden  explosion  of  artillery  on  the  extreme 
*^fk,  told  that  the  enemy  had  commenced  the  attack.     Crox- 
^J^^a  brigade,  having  been  sent  towards  the  river  to  rccon-- 
loiter,  was  furiously  assailed,  and  the  remainder  of  Bran- 
^^ti'^s  division  came  to  his  succor.     Thomas,  hearing   the 
^^pid  firing,  rode  forward  to  ascertain  the  nature  of  the' 
^*t^^t^  and  finding  tlie  whole  division  hard  pressed  and 
^^"^ivly  giving  way,  ordered  Baird's  division  to  move  at  once 
^     its  support.     The  enemy,  to  his  surprise,  was  over  the 
^^'^^r,  and  all  the  advantage  it  was  supposed  to  give  as  a 
^^^  of  defense  was  lost,  and  it  might  as  well  have  never  been 
'^Osen.     No  strong  position  was  left  to  fall  back  upon,  and 
^^^ks  of  living  men  and  batteries,  stretching  for  nearly  four 
^iles,  through  the  fields  and  woods,  stood  face  to  face  to  each 
^^her.     The  storm  that  struck  Brannan  and  Baird  with  such 
^rrible  fur}',  and  rolled  rapidly  down  the  line  from  left  to 
'^ight,  showed  that  Bragg,  beginning  with  his  extreme  right>, 
>as  swinging  the  rebel  army  against  our  whole  line,  with  the 
intention,  at  some  point,  of  breaking  through  it.     Before  the 
attack  had  reached  the  center,  and  while  Reynolds  and  John- 
son were  struggling  desperately  to  hold  their  ground,  Thomas' 
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succeeded  in  rallying  the  broken  divisions  of  Brannan  and 
Baird,  and  hurled  them  once  more  on  the  enemy.  The  sud- 
denness and  energy  of  the  assault^  that  had  well-nigh  driven 
his  whole  Corps  from  the  iSeld,  thoroughly  aroused  him.  His 
sturdy  regulars  had  been  rolled  back  in  confusion,  and  Scrib- 
ner's  brigade  saved  from  annihilation  only  by  tutting  its  way 
through  a  horde  of  rebels ;  and,  stung  by^  the  disaster,  the 
moment  his  columns  were  once  more  in  position,  and  pre- 
sented a  solid  front,  he  ordered  the  whole  line  to  advance. 
The  troops  now  caught  the  high  courage  and  resolution  of 
their  Commander,  and  the  deep  murmur  that  rolled  along 
their  terrible  front,  foretold  a  fearful  onset.  Not  sudden 
and  headlong,  but  grand  and  awful,  like  the  mighty  march  of 
the  ocean-tide,  the  firm-set  battalions  moved  sternly,  steadily 
forward.  Longstreet's  veterans,  flushed  with  success,  threw 
themselves  in  their  way,  but  could  not  stay  that  determined 
march  for  a  moment  The  rebel  batteries,  forced  back, 
wheeled  into  new  positions,  and  hurled  shot  and  shell  into 
the  close  formations  in  vain.  The  leaders  flung  themselves 
along  their  yielding  lines,  with  waving  swords  and  fiery 
appeals,  to  no  purpose.  The  head  of  each  opposing  column 
that  advanced  to  stem  the  awful  torrent,  melted  away ;  an 
on,  on  swept  the  unbroken  line — over  abandoned  gu 
caissons,  everything — until  the  field  was  won,  and  the  enem 
borne  back  nearly  a  mile. 

But  while  this  victory  was  being  gained  on  our  left,  Pol 
and  Hill  had  thrown  themselves  with  such  resistless  impet 
osity  on  the  center,  that,  though  fighting  manfully  to  hoi 
its  ground,  it  was  forced  back,  and  the  rout  was  fast  beco 
ing  complete,  when  Davis  came  up  from  the  right,  and  stoppe 
the  progress  of  the  enemy.     It  was  but  for  a  moment,  horv 
ever.     Rapidly  accumulating  fresh  troops  on  the  weakened 
point,  the  rebel  Generals  threw  them  forward  with  resistle. 
intrepidity.     Hurling  Davis  to  the  right,  and  Van  Cleve 
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tke  left,  in  their  fierce  onset,  they  boldly  penetrated  the  gap 

they   thus  made,  and  for  a  moment  the  battle  seemed  lost. 

But  Thomas,  compelled,  by  the  danger  here,  to  pause  and 

fall  l>ack,  now  came  up ;  while  Hazen,  with  twenty  pieces  of 

artillery  massed  at  the  threatened  point,  held  the  shouting 

inertly  in  check.     At  this  juncture,  too,  Wilder's  brigade 

^f  xnounted  infantry  dashed  up,  and  fell  furiously  on  the 

^^'v^a.ncing  columns,  forcing  them  back.    But  the  rebel  leaders, 

^^ly  ing  their  troops,  and  strengthened  with  reinforcements, 

^SB.in  came  on,  each  time  swinging  oif  and  outflanking  us 

^^    the  right,  so  that  Wilder  was  compelled  to  fall  back. 

Sheridan   then   came   up,  and  sending   forward   Bradley's 

■^^igade,  restored  the  fight.     But  the  attack,  that  had  begun 

®»t  oxir  extreme  left,  kept  drifting  down  our  line  so  rapidly 

'^^t   Bradley  in  turn  was  nearly  outflanked,  and  began  to 

6^v-e  way,  when  Negley  and  Wood  came  down  the  stream  on 

t«^    double-quick,  and  charging  home,  at  once  arrested  the 

^^^^^^gerous  movement     Though  at  times  on  the  point  of 

^^^^tiplete  success,  the  enemy  had  been  stopped  everywhere 

^^^*:Xff  the  whole  line,  and  the  two  armies  now  stood  front 

^^   ^^^Vont,  on  ground  that  gave  no  advantage  to  either.     Our 

^^^^::^ps  had  rallied  everywhere  with  heroic  determination, 

^^X.  the  army  stood  in   its  place,  immovable  as  a  rock. 

^^^fled  in  every  attempt  to  break  our  line,  Bragg  at  length, 

^  ^t^ight-fall,  withdrew,  and  darkness  closed  over  the  trampled 

^^cl,  shrouding  its  multitude  of  mangled,  bleeding  victims 

^^^tn  sight 

It  had  been  a  strange  battle,  and  neither  could  claim  a 
'^Vctory.  The  numbers  engaged  on  either  side  were  proba- 
bly about  equal.  Bragg  had  not  waited  for  the  whole  of 
Longstreet's  Corps  to  arrive,  nor  for  several  thousand  Georgia 
miHtia,  on  the  way  to  reinforce  him.  The  rapid  concentra- 
tion of  our  troops,  made  it  necessary  for  him  to  attack  at 
once,  while  the  army  was  in  motion.     But  the  regular  inter- 
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vals  between  our  columns,  which  threatened  at  first  to  be 
our  ruin — and  if  they  had  been  greater,  would  have  been — 
saved  us;  for  each  time  the  enemy  struck  our  flank,  our 
columns,  coming  up,  took  his  flank  in  turn — and  so  on,  in 
succession,  till  Negley  and  Wood  met  and  stopped  the  last 
attack,  and  closed  the  battle.  On  our  part,  it  was  a  battle 
without  a  plan.  The  object  with  Rosecrans  was,  to  concen- 
trate his  army,  and  secure  his  communications  with  Chatta- 
nooga. Attacked  while  doing  this,  he  had  to  hold  the 
enemy  at  bay  as  best  he  could,  and  nothing  but  the  indom- 
itable bravery  of  the  troops  saved  him  from  total  defeat 
That  Saturday  night  was  one  of  much  suffering  to  the  army, 
for  it  was  cold  and  chilly,  and  no  fires  were  allowed  to  be 
kindled.  The  soldiers  sunk  down  on  the  ground,  to  brood 
over  the  losses  of  the  day,  and  ponder  on  the  terrible  struggle 
that  they  knew  must  take  place  in  the  mgrning.  Their 
ranks  had  been  dreadfully  thinned ;  no  impression  had  bee 
made  on  the  enemy,  and  no  reinforcements  were  near.  The 
had  taken  a  few  prisoners,  and  captured  three  more  guns' 
than  the  enemy,  out  had  been  driven  from  Chickamaugi^ 
Creek,  and  were  where  no  water  could  be  obtained,  exce 
as  it  was  brought  a  great  distance,  from  springs.  Wear 
and  thirsty,  they  were  compelled  to  lie  down  on  the  trampl 


earth,  and  weary  and  thirsty  they  must  fight  this  battle  ovi 
again  in  the  morning. 

During  the  night,  Rosecrans  made  some  changes  in  1  i 

line  of  battle.     The  strong  position  at  Gordon's  Mill  beii 
no  longer  of  any  use  to  him — as  the  enemy  was  over  t 
creek — he   withdrew   his  right,    resting   it   on   Missioni 
Ridge.     This  shortened  his  lines  by  nearly  a  mile,  and  ma. 
his  army  fiice  more  to  the  south. 

That  night,  a  consultation  was  held  at  head-quarters,  air 
the  following  general  dispositions  made  for  the  next  dajr 
Thomas,  strengthened  by  Johnson's  and  Palmer's  divisions 
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^a^     to  hold  the  position  he  occupied.     McCook,  after  his 

pictiets  were  driven  in,  was  to  close  with  his  main  line  on 

Tho  mas'  right ;  while  Crittenden  was  to  hold  two  divisions  in 

resc^Tve  behind  the  point  of  junction,  to  be  used  as  circum- 

stax^  ces  might  require.     Thus  the  army  stood,  on  the  early 

S«n:>l)ath  morning,  awaiting  Bragg's  attack,  that  all  knew 

lid  not  be   long   delayed.     Suddenly,   the  thunder  of 

ion  on  the  extreme  left,  announced  the  opening  of  the  con- 

and  the  next  moment,  the  storm  broke  with  appalling 

on  Thomas.     With  their  usual  tactics,  the  rebels  did 

feel  their  way  into  our  position,  but  fell  in  one  over- 

"^v-tclming  charge  upon  it.    The  battle  had  hardly  commenced, 

L€n  its  uproar  became  so  awful,  that  the  boldest  all  along 

line  held  his  breath.     Along  a  part  of  his  line,  Thomas 

thrown  up  a  breastwork  of  logs  and  rails,  in  front  of 

"^^hich  ran  an  incessant  stream  of  fire.     Up  against  it  the 

Rebels  moved  with  desperate  valor.     Line  upon  line,  they 

^^^e  steadily  on — each,  as  it  entered  that  withering  fire, 

^^^''^nibling  to  fragments ;  yet  still,  fresh  ranks  sternly  advanced 

^^er  the  spot  where  the  last  had  gone  down.     But  all  in 

^ain  did  that  devouring  fire  consume  the  ^evoted  columns — 

^  "^^un  did  it  shrivel  up  and  destroy  the  head  of  each  forma- 

loix.     The  rebel  leaders  kept  pouring  in  fresh  troops,  deter- 

r^^^  to  quench  that  volcano  with  human  blood,  and  choke 

'^ith  living  victims.     Rosecrans,   seeing  how   fearfully 

^^^^mas  was  pressed,  ordered  Negley  over  to  his  help,  and 

^^fDd,  of  Crittenden's  division,  to  supply  Negley 's  place ;  but 

l^^^ti  this  did  not  arrest  the  ever-increasing  flood  of  rebels. 

^^  awhile,  Wood,  in  the  center,  was  heavily  pressed ;  but 

^^V,  the  weight  of  the  attack  fell  on  Thomas.     Maddened 

^     their  repeated  repulse,  the  rebel  leaders  rallied  their 

-^  ^^^Dps  for  one  last,  decisive  assault.     Covered  by  a  terrific 

^^  of  artillq^,  the  massive  columns  moved  steadily  forward, 

^^^  entering,  without  shrinking,  the  fiery  sleet  that  swept 
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the  *  field,  pressed  straight  for  that  glowing  breastwor" 
Thomas,  seeing  the  danger,  poured  in  his  volleys  wi 
increased  rapidity,  and  the  artillerists  double-shotted  the 
guns  with  canister ;  but  still,  that  dai'k  gray  mass,  wrapp 
in  its  sulphurous  shroud,  never  faltered,  and,  though  ble^ 
ing  and  lessening  at  every  step,  crept  nearer  and  near* 
till  at  last  our  troops  began  to  waver.  The  officers  stra 
nobly  to  steady  them,  while  Thomas  rode  fearlessly  alo: 
the  undulating  lines  to  inspire  them.  But  it  was  a  va 
eflfort.  Division  after  division  crumbled  away,  and  at  lengs 
the  whole  wing  swung  back  in  disorder.  Thomas,  howeve* 
aided  by  his  gallant  lieutenants,  again  rallied  it  in  a  ne^ 
position ;  and,  with  his  right  resting  on  Missionary  Ridg€ 
and  his  left  on  an  eminence  by  the  Lafayette  road,  and  hi 
center  a  little  advanced,  he  sent  urgent  request  for  mor 
troops. 

It  was  now  about  noon,  and  Rosecrans,  seeing  how  har 
Reynolds  was  pressed,  ordered  Wood  to  leave  his  positio 
in  the  center  and  support  him.  Brannan  was  between  hii 
and  Reynolds,  and  to  do  this  he  had  to  fall  back  and  roarc 
to  the  rear  of  the  former.  This  left  a  wide  gap  in  the  line 
which,  the  enemy  perceiving,  dashed  into  as  quick  as  though 
We  had  broken  our  own  center — ^lost  our  own  batU* 
Davis,  from  the  right,  moved  quickly  up  to  close  the  fati 
opening ;  but  he  came  too  late.  The  rebel  flood,  breakin 
with  resistless  fury  through  it,  smote  him  with  one  terrib 
blow,  swinging  him  back  with  such  violence  that  he  fell  ■ 
pieces  with  the  shock.  Palmer  and  Van  Cleve,  on  the  otL 
side,  shared  the  same  fate.  Sheridan,  left  alone  on  the  rigt 
of  course  went  with  Davis ;  yet,  scorning  to  fly,  he  rallic 
liis  men,  and  for  awhile  made  a  stand,  against  fearful  odd 
Gallant,  fearless  and  terrible,  even  in  a  lost  fight,  it  wt 
pitiful  to  see  him  strive  with  such  hopeless  desperation  t 
maintain  his  old  renown,  in  that  wild  tumult     Rosecrai 
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himself,  whotje  head-quarters  were  directly  in  rear,  and  had 
beon  carried  away  in  the  rush,  could  not  rally  the  troops; 
and  though,  with  drawn  sword,  followed  by  his  staff,  he 
galloped  amid  the  broken  ranks,  he,  McCook  and  Crittenden 
iw-ere  all  borne  backward  in  the  refluent  tide,  and  a  scene 
^f  confusion  and  terror  followed  that  beggars  all  description. 
Artillery  and  caissons,  and  wagons  and  horses,  and  a  vast, 
excited  multitude,  with  here  and  there  only  a  fragmentary 
formation,  heaved  and  struggled  on  towards  the  gap  in  the 
^n.ountains,  through  which  the  road  leads  to  Rossville.  Here 
they  became  choked  up,  and  the  shouts  and  yells  and  curses, 
ttat  rose,  in  the  troubled  air,  were  more  appalling  than  the 
^^ar  of  battle.  For  a  moment,  the  conflict  seemed  over. 
•*l^e  Commander-in-Chief  was  gone — the  centre  and  right 
gone,  and  nought  remained  but  the  wearied,  exhausted  left 
^^^g,  that  had  also  been  forced  backward.  Yet  it  alone 
^^^t  save  the  army,  if  it  is  to  be  saved.  It  was  a  mighty 
^^k  that  now  devolved  on  Thomas,  but  with  such  division 
?^^  brigade  leaders  as  Baird,  Brannan,  Reynolds,  Negley, 
^^Ood,  Harker,  Hazen,  Scribner,  Turchin,  and  others  like 

^^^  he  would  do  it,  or  make  it  the  bloodiest  field  ever 

?^«^»»  by  mortal  foe.     The  enemy,  having  it  all  his  own  way 

^   ^v-ery  other  part  of  the  field,  and  confident  of  coniplete 

^o^ess,  now  bore  down  with  redoubled  fury  on  this  com- 

*^^^^^tively  feeble  band — full  seventy  thousand  men  against 

3^"^  divisions.     So   stood   the  battle   at   noon.     Thomas 

^^Sht  well  survey  his  desperate  position  with  a  dismayed 

^^li;.     Still,  he  had  no  thought  of  retreating.     Right  there 

^^  would  stand,  and  stand  victorious  or  perish  with  the 

^^^y.  Gathering  up  his  thinned  and  bleeding  ranks,  he 
^^ed  the  semicircular  ridge,  on  which  he  stood,  with  a  wall 
of  fire,  and  set  it  blazing  with  artillery  from  one  extremity 
to  another.  The  rebels  came  on  in  overwhelming  masses, 
but  could  not  break  through  it.     Battalion  after  battalion 
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moved  up  in  splendid  order,  only  to  scatter  and  melt  awa; 
like  mist.  There  was  no  shrinking  now.  A  high,  heroi 
purpose  had  taken  possession  of  every  man,  and  he  sto 
there,  a  willing  victim,  in  the  great  sacrifice  that  was  d- 
manded  of  him.  Unable  to  force  Thomas'  front,  the  enemy  th 
began  to  swing  around  his  flanks.  On  the  right  of  Thom 
a  low  ridge  ran  at  right  angles  to  the  extremity  of 
line,  with  a  gorge  directly  in  his  rear;  and  now  t 
rebels  were  seen  pouring  in  dark  masses  through  it. 
heart  of  Thomas  stood  still  at  the  sight.  He  had  no  troq 
to  oppose  this  force,  for  his  moving  calls  for  help  had  fonn 
no  response  from  his  Commander.  His  army,  to  all  huma 
appearance,  was  lost.  A  few  minutes  more,  and  the  shontin 
foe  would  be  in  his  rear,  and  then  a  swift  butchery  or  su 
render  would  close  the  scene.  Turning  his  eye  away  to  th 
left,  he  saw  a  vast  cloud  of  dust  rising  over  the  tree-top 
and  soon  after,  dark  columns  of  men  moving  swiftly 
the  fields  towards  him.  But  were  they  friends  or  foes 
Captain  Johnson,  of  Negley's  Staff,  having  in  the  fig 
become  separated  from  his  division,  just  then  galloped  u 
and  reported  himself  for  duty.  "  Find  out,"  exclaimed  h 
distressed  Commander,  "  what  troops  those  hre,  moving  up 
me."  Away  dashed  Johnson  to  fulfill  his  perilous  missio' 
Thomas,  to  whom  the  moments  were  now  fraught  with 
and  death,  watched  with  painful  anxiety  the  approachi 
force,  with  his  glass.  Nearer  and  nearer  they  came,  wi 
the  long,  swinging  tread  of  trained  battalions.  It  is — ^y 
it  is  the  battle-flag  of  Granger  that  waves  and  flutters  in 
breeze !  Oh,  who  can  tell  the  load  that  rolled  from  his  h 
as  he  caught  the  welcome  sight  ?  The  firm-set  lip  relate: 
for  an  instant,  and  a  sudden  gleam  flashed  from  his  blue  e 
"All  is  not  yet  lost."  The  old  flag  shall  yet  fly  over  fc 
field,  and  the  battle-shout  still  roll  along  his  shattered  lin 
Granger  had  heard,  at  half-past  ten,  the  roar  of  the  fear" 
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that  was  bursting  on  Thomas,  and,  as  it  swelled  and 
ened,  he  moved  uneasily  about,  and  turned  his  eye 
^g  the  road  to  catch  the  form  of  some  Staff-officer  with 
^^Ts  to  march.  But  none  came,  and  being  three  miles 
ia^nt,  he  was  afraid  when  one  should  come  it  might  be 
late.  Seized  by  a  sudden  inspiration,  he  called  to  horse, 
L  started  his  columns  for  the  scene  of  conflict.  Leaving 
^onel  McCook  to  cover  the  Ringgold  road,  he  took 
x^hell's  and  Whitt^iker's  brigades,  under  the  command  of 
^^man,  and  moved  swiftly  forward.  After  going  about 
>  miles,  he  came  upon  the  enemy,  and  halted.  But 
okly  perceiving  that  it  was  a  small  force,  he  ordered 
Lonel  McCook  to  take  care  of  it,  and  pushed  on  to  where 
t  incessant  crash  and  roar  of  artillery  and  musketry  told 
tx  the  decisive  struggle  was  going  on.  He  had  not  come 
cxoment  too  soon.  As  his  eye  took  in  the  perilous  condi- 
Q  of  Thomas,  it  needed  no  consultation  to  decide  what 
'JS  to  be  done.  He  saw  the  fearful  danger  at  a  glance,  and 
^Ted  at  once  to  meet  it.  The  gallant  Steedman  aashed 
toward,  and  seizing  the  regimental  colors,  spurred  to  the 
^  of  the  twc|  brigades,  and  waving  them  above  him, 
touted  the  charge.  His  troops  were  mostly  new  recruits, 
mt,  fired  at  the  danger  that  menaced  Thomas,  they  sent  up 
shout  that  rose  over  the  din  of  battle.  Where  that  flag 
^ent,  they  would  go,  even  into  the  gates  of  death ;  and, 
reeping  swiftly  forward,  they  met,  breast  to  breast^  the 
3terans  of  Hindman,  pouring  through  the  gorge  and 
ready  shouting  the  victory.  There  was  no  halting,  no 
avering,  no  rallying.  Right  on  into  the  desolating  fire, 
ley  pressed,  reckless  of  numbers  and  of  death,  with  a  loud 
id  thrilling  shout.  Over  the  batteries,  over  the  astounded 
tttalions  of  Hindman,  they  went,  in  one  wild  wave.  It 
as  marvelous — the  charge  of  those  two  immortal  brigades. 
)r  one  moment,  they  were  lost  in  the  smoke  of  battle — the 
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next,  their  standards  were  waving  along  the  ridge.     Lik 
thunderbolt  they  had  fallen  on  the  columns  pouring  throtm 
the  gorge,  and  shivered  them  to  fragments — ^like  a  whirlwx 
they  had  swept  the  ridge,  clearing  it  of  the  foe.     Ox:mJ 
twenty  minutes  had  passed — and  yet,  in  that  brief  time,  tJb 
battle  had  been  saved;  and  in  the  same  short  interval,   j 
thousand  men  on  our  side,  or  nearly  a  third  of  those  't'wc 
heroic  brigades,  had  fallen.     A  smile,  such  as  heroes  wear, 
lighted  up  the  face  of  Thomas,  when  he  saw  our  victorious 
banners  waving  where  but  a  moment  before  the  standajrcb 
of  the  enemy  were  advancing  to  his  certain  destructioiL 
Hindman,  enraged  to  see  the  victory  so  suddenly  snatclxed 
from  his  hands,  rallied  to  retake  the  position,  and  Loxi^ 
street's  veterans  were  sent  against  it     Though  Steedman^  b/ 
the  fall  of  his  horse  in  the  charge,  had  been  bruised  severel/r 
yet  he  still  kept  the  field,  and  with  scarce  a  dozen  pieces  o/ 
artillery  in  all,  swept  the  enemy  with  such  a  terrific  fire  th^' 
he  was  forced  to  retire.    But  though  driven  back,  he  returnee 
again  and  again  to  the  attack;   yet  those   two  immortal 
brigades  stood  like  a  blazing  citadel  on  the  heights.    Baffled 
here,  the  enemy  advanced  on  the  left.    ^Thomas  saw  the 
heavy  column  approaching,  and,  pointing  to  it,  told  B,ey- 
nolds  to  ''go  in  there."     This  gallant  Commander  obeyed, 
and,  facing  his  troops  by  the  rear  rank,  to  save  time,  ordered 
them   to  "charge  bayonets."     Springing  forward   at   the 
double-quick,  the  weary,  brave  fellows  walked  straight  over 
the  column,  capturing  several  hundred  prisoners  in  their 
fierce  passage.     Night  was  now  coming  on,  and  Stecdman's 
brigades,  which  all  that  Sabbath  afternoon,  though  bleeding 
and  lessening,  had  stood  rock-fast,  had  exhausted  all  their 
own  ammunition,  and  all  they  could  gather  from  the  dead 
and  dying  around  them.     In  this  fearful  dilemma,  Thomas 
saw  the  rebels  rallying  for  a  last  assault.     Casting  his  eye 
along  his  shattered  line,  standing  stem  and  dark  in  the 
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gatliex-ing  gloom,  he  ordered  it  to  "stand  fast."     Waiting 
till    ttie  shadowy  mass  came  within  striking  distance,  he 
touted,   ''Oive  (hem  the  cold  steel!''     With  bayonets  at 
charge^  they  leaped  forward  at  the  double-quick,  rending 
the    gloom  with   their  shout.     As    the  rebels  saw  them 
•^▼a^ncing,  and  caught  the  faint  sheen  of  their  bayonets  in 
tae.  t^light,  they  turned  and  fled.     The  last  blow  had  been 
^^^*^ck,  and  a  thrilling  shout  went  up  from  the  darkened  field. 
The  struggle  was  over,  and  the  enemy,  exhausted  and  dis- 
couraged, sullenly  withdrew.     Never  was  a  great  battle 
^*^ore  nearly  lost,  and  then  saved — not  even  that  of  Marengo. 
-Thomas,  and  his  brave  commanders  and  troops,  had  covered 
*^emselves  with  glory ;  and  Rosecrans  sent  him  word  to  use 
*^  own  judgment  about  attempting  to  hold  his  position. 
'*'he  former,  seeing  that  his  troops  had  been  fearfully  over- 
^^ed,  and  that  ammunition,  food  and  water  were  sadly 
^^^>i  ting,  concluded  to  fall  back  on  Rossville,  which  place  he 

^^<ihed  in  good  order — the  enemy  hovering  near,  but  afraid 
^^  ^isk  another  blow.    A  new  line  of  battle  was  here  fdrmed, 

^Qi  the  aid  of  McCook's  and  Crittenden's  divisions,  and  the 
^^Vance  of  the  enemy  awaited.  But  he  had  been  too 
^Verely  punished,  however,  to  renew  the  attack,  and  the 

^it  night  the  whole  army  fell  back  to  Chattanooga. 

A  bloodier  Sabbath  than  that  of  the  20th  of  September, 

^^ver  closed  over  this  land.    Sixteen  thousand,  three  hundred 

^^^  fifty-one,  or  about  a  third  of  Rosecrans'  splendid  army, 

^1^  disappeared,  of  which  only  five  thousand  were  taken 

l^Haoners.     Thirty-six  guns,  twenty  caissons,  and  eight  thou- 

^^ud,  four  hundred  and  fifty  small  arms,  and  other  spoils, 

^U  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy ;  while  we  could  show  but 

Iwo  thousand  prisoners  to  offset  all  these  losses.     The  loss 

^f  the  enemy  in  killed  and  wounded,  however,  was  greater 

than  ours ;  for,  in  their  headlong  advance  on  our  batteries 

^nd  positions,  they  had  been  mowed  down  with  terrible 
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slaughter.  But,  though  they  got  the  victory^  it  was  to  them 
a  barren  one,  for  they  failed  to  recover  Chattanooga.  The 
possession  of  that  was  the  chief  object  of  the  campaign,  and 
we  still  held  it,  while  the  enemy,  after  two  days  of  desperate 
fighting,  had  gained  only  a  few  miles  of  useless  fields  and  roads. 

Much  criticism  was  passed  on  this  battle,  and  on  the 
movements  that  preceded  it,  and  difference  of  opinion  will 
probably  exist  forever.  It  is  much  easier  to  tell  the  causes 
of  a  failure,  than  to  prevent  it ;  still,  there  were  some  grave 
mistakes,  that  ought  to  have  been  better  guarded  against 
If  it  was  designed  or  supposed  that  Rosecrans,  after  he  had 
taken  Chattanooga,  would  advance  further  into  the  interior, 
the  Government  at  Washington  should  have  had  supporting 
columns  much  nearer  that  place  than  it  did  have.  A  portion 
of  Grant's  army  should  have  marched  long  before ;  for  it 
was  not  to  be  expected  that  that  stronghold  would  CeJI 
without  a  fierce  struggle,  and  it  might  be  at  a  sacrifice  of  a 
tbird  of  the  army.  Such  a  contingency  ought  to  have  been  pro- 
vided for,  but  was  not ;  and  when  that  loss  actually  occurred, 
H  was  by  the  narrowest  chance  that  Chattanooga  was  saved. 

Again,  when  the  enemy  evacuated  Chattanooga,  he  did 
not  destroy  the  supplies  or  bridges  along  the  route,  thus 
showing  one  of  two  things— either  that  he  had  fled  in  such 
haste  that  he  could  not  do  it,  or  that  he  expected  to 
return  and  need  them  himself  again  very  soon.  Rosecrans 
adopted  the  former  view,  and  therefore  strained  every 
nerve  to  cut  off  the  retreat  of  a  demoralized  enemy.  In 
doing  this,  he  made  so  wide  a  separation  of  his  corps  that 
it  was  sure  to  provoke  an  attack  if  any  fight  whatever  was  left 
in  the  enemy.  But  the  idea  that  Bragg  had  failed  to  destroy 
supplies  and  bridges  through  want  of  time,  was  preposterous 
— at  all  events,  the  circumstances  were  sufficiently  suspicious 
to  demand  the  greatest  caution.  The  result  showed  it ;  for 
if  the  rebels  had  not  committed  a  great  blunder,  the  proba- 
bilities are,  we  should  have  lost  Chattanooga. 
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SEFTEMBER-NOVEUBEB,  1863. 

THE  ARMY  AT  CHATTANOOGA — ORAIfT  PLACED  IN  COMMAND  OF  TBE  MISSIS- 
SIPPI DIVISION — KNOXVILLE  CAPTURED  BY  BURN8IDE— JOY  OF  THE  PEOPLE-— 
BESIEGED  BY  LONGSTREET — GRANT  TAKES  COMMAND  AT  CHATTANOOGA — > 
SHERMAN  ORDERED  TO  JOIN  HIM — HOOKER  EFFECTS  A  LODGMENT  IN  LOOK- 
OUT    VALLEY — HAZEN^S     EXPLOIT — BATTLE     OF     WAUBATCHIE SHERMAN^S 

ARRIVAL — THE    ARMY   TAKES   UP   ITS  ASSIGNED   POSITION — GRANT^S   PLAN- 
CAPTURE    OF   LOOKOUT   MOUNTAIN BATTLE   ABOVE   THE    CLOUDS — THE    BA^ 

TLE     OF     MISSIONARY     RIDGE — THE     VICTORY — PURSUIT    OF    THE    ENEMY — 
^  SHERMAN  SENT  TO  RELIEVE  BURNSIDE — LONGSTREET  ABANDONS  THE  SIEGE — 

SiANXS    AT    NEW  ORLEANS EXPEDITION    TO     SABINE   CITY ^EXPEDITION    TO 

TEXAS — ITS   FAILURE — THE   DEPARTMENT. 

ROSECRANS'  position  in  Chattanooga  soon  became 
exceedingly  precarious,  though  it  was  very  strong — 
the  flanks  of  the  army  resting  on  the  Tennessee  above  and 
below  the  place.  The  enemy  advanced  against  it,  and 
occupied  Missionary  Ridge  and  Lookout  Mountain,  his  line 
stretching  across  Chattanooga  Valley.  Our  communications 
by  way  of  Bridgeport,  on  the  south  bank  of  the  river,  were 
cut  off,  while  the  sharpshooters  there  effectually  commanded 
the  road  on  the  opposite  side.  Supplies  therefore  had  to  be 
hauled  for  sixty  miles  by  land,  over  mountain  roads  that  soon, 
from  the  Fall  rains,  became  almost  impassable.  A  rebel  raid, 
in  the  meantime,  destroyed  several  hundred  wagon-loads  of 
provisions,  and  damaged  the  railroad  between  Stevenson  and 
Nashville,  rendering  the  subsistence  of  our  army  uncertain ; 
and  indeed,  for  a  time,  it  was  doubtful  whether  our  commu- 
nications would  not  be  entirely  destroyed,  and  thus  a 
retreat  become  inevitable.  This  would  be  extremely  peril- 
ous, for  the  artillery  and  war  material  would  have  to  be 
abandoned,     Chattanooga  was  the  key  to  East  Tennessee, 
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and  the  army  there  at  the  same  time  threatened  Atlanta, 
the  grand  focus  of  the  net- work  of  railroads  connecting  the 
southern  States  of  the  Confederacy.  If  we  were  driven  back 
from  this  place,  the  struggle  in  the  Valley  of  the  Mississippi 
would  have  to  be  gone  over  again.  Hence,  Grant  sent  a 
dispatch  to  Thomas,  to  hold  on  to  the  last  extremity.  The 
latter,  in  reply,  assured  him  that  he  would  keep  the  position 
at  all  hazards. 

While  affairs  were  in  this  precarious  state,  Rosecrans  was 
relieved  by  Thomas ;  and  in  a  few  days.  Grant,  who  had  been 
placed  in  command  of  the  Departments  of  the  Ohio,  of  the 
Cumberland,  and  of  the  Tennessee — constituting  the  Military 
Division  of  the  Mississippi — ^arrived  in  Chattanooga,  and 
took  charge  in  person.  Hooker,  with  two  corps  from  the 
East,  had  previously  reached  the  vicinity  of  Bridgeport,  thus 
increasing  the  difficulty  of  feeding  the  army. 

•  ■ 

In  the  meantime,  however,  a  movement  had  been  ma^ 
which  had  an  important  bearing  on  Chattanooga.  Burnside 
had,  during  the  Summer,  planned  a  campaign  against  Knoz- 
ville — the  capture  of  which  had  been  a  great  desideratum 
with  the  Government  since  the  beginning  of  the  war.  His 
preparations  being  completed,  he  set  his  columns  in  motion 
in  August.  Buckner  held  the  place  with  but  a  small  force,- 
and  so  secret  had  the  movements  of  Burnside  been^  l^^P^ 
and  so  rapid  was  his  march,  that  he  encountered  no  opposi- 
tion; and  Colonel  Foster,  with  the  advance,  entered  the 
place  on  the  1st  of  September,  Burnside  himself  proceeded 
to  Kingston,  where  his  scouts  encountered  the  cavalry  pickets 
of  Rosecrans.  The  panic  at  Knoxville,  at  his  sudden  arrivali 
was  great,  and  the  rebel  troops  left  behind  them,  in  their 
flight,  a  considerable  quantity  of  quartermaster-stores.  The 
reception  of  our  troops  by  the  loyal  East  Tennesseans,  who 
had  almost  begun  to  despair  of  ever  seeing  the  old  flag 
among  them  again,  was  most  enthusiastic  and  touching. 
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hey  cooked  everything  they  had  for 'the  soldiers,  without 
ver  dreaming  of  pay.  Women  stood  by  the  roadside  with 
ails  of  water,  waving  Union  flags,  and  shouting,  "  Hurrah 
or  the  Union  I  " — ^aud  "  Welcome,  welcome.  General  Bum- 
side,  welcome  to  East  Tennesse !  "  greeted  the  General,  as 
"lie  moved  along  with  his  Staff. 

The  rebel  garrison   at  Cumberland  Gap,  two  thousand 
strong,  was  cut  ofif,  and,  on  the  9  th,  surrendered  to  our 
forces.     Bumside  now  occupied  the  East  Tennessee  railroad 
as  &r  as  Morristown,  and  a  strong  force  proceeded  down 
the  road  towards  Chattanooga ;  and  it  was  generally  believed 
that  the  whole  army  would  soon  join  that  of  Rosecrans. 
But  the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  a  few  days  after,  and  the 
shutting  up  of  Rosecrans  in  Chattanooga,  entirely  ehanged 
the  aspect  of  affairs,  and  it  soon  became  evident  that  Burn- 
side  would  have  enough  to  do,  to  take  care  of  himself — for 
Bragg,  feeling  that  he  was  more  than  a  match  for  the  army 
at  Chattanooga,  sent  Longstreet,  with  his  division,  to  retake 
Knoxville.     Being  confident  that  we  should  be  compelled 
to  evacuate  both  places,  the  enemy  expected  to  drive  our 
armies  back  to  the  Ohio. 

But^  at  this  time,  there  was  another  important  character 
^moving  to  the  scene  of  action.  Before  Grant  was  put  over  the 
'^Brmj  at  Chattanooga,  he,  as  soon  as  he  heard  of  Rosecraijs^ 
disaster  at  Chickamauga,  ordered  Sherman — then  on  the  Big 
Black  River,  twenty  miles  east  of  Vicksburg — ^to  send  a  divi- 
sion to  his  a^d.  Sherman  received  this  dispatch  on  the  22nd 
of  September,  and  at  four  o'clock  that  day,  Osterhaus,  with  his 
division,  was  on  his  way  to  Vicksburg,  and  the  next  day 
steaming  towards  Memphis.  On  the  23rd,  Sherman  received 
another  order,  to  follow  with  his  whole  army.  In  four  days,  he 
WAS  slowly  steaming  up  towards  Memphis.  Fuel  was  scarce, 
and  he  was  compelled  to  land  troops  to  gather  fence-rails 
and  haul  wood  from  the  interior  in  wagons,  to  keep  up 
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steam.  At  Memphis,  he  got  orders  from  Halleck  to  proceed 
to  Athens,  Alabama — ^repairing  the  railroad  as  he  went,  and 
depending  on  himself  for  supplies.  The  work  was  at  once 
begun,  and  gangs  were  kept  employed  day  and  night ;  but 
Sherman  soon  saw — ^as  Buell  did,  the  year  before,  when 
marching  to  the  same  destination — that  this  would  be  too 
slow  work,  and  he  determined  to  take  to  the  highways  till 
he  could  clear  his  front.  Having  scattered  the  enemy,  he 
again  went  to  work  repairing  the  railroad,  in  accordance 
with  his  first  orders.  But  a  dispatch  from  Grant,  urging 
him  forward,  made  him  abandon  again  the  unwelcome  task, 
and  push  on  in  the  manner  which  his  judgment  approved 

In  the  meantime.  Grant  was  getting  everything  ready  for 
his  arrival,  when  he  designed  to  make  a  general  assault  on 
the  enemy's  strong  position. 

All  this  time,  the  troops  and  animals  were  sufiering  for 
the  want  of  provisions,  which  the  obstruction  of  transporta- 
tion rendered  extremely  scarce.  As  was  stated  previously. 
Missionary  Ridge  drops  like  a  pendant,  in  a  south-westerly 
direction,  from  the  Tennessee  River,  above  Chattanooga,  and 
Lookout  Mountain,  in  the  same  direction  from  the  river, 
below  the  place.  Chattanooga,  lying  in  a  bend  of  the  river 
between  the  two  mountains,  was  overlooked  and  commanded 
by  both  heights,  and  hence,  both  must  be  taken.  Hooker 
was  selected  to  operate  against  the  latter  mountain ;  but,  in 
order  to  make  a  lodgment  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  it 
was  necessary  to  occupy  Brown's  Ferry,  which  was  three 
miles  below  Lookout  Mountain,  by  the  river,  and  six  from 
Chattanooga,  yet,  owing  to  the  sharp  bend  of  the  stream 
that  here  runs  back  almost  parallel  to  its  course,  was  only  a 
mile  and  a  half  from  the  latter  place  by  land.  The  possession 
of  this  ferry  would  also  lessen  the  distance  of  transportation 
to  Bridgeport.  The  Chief-Engineer,  General  W.  F.  Smith, 
proposed  a  plan  for  seizing  it,  which,  after  a  reconnoissance 
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J  Grant  and  Thomas,  was  adopted.     Four  thousand  men 
ing  at  once  placed  under  his  command,  fifty  pontoons, 
pable  of  holding  twenty-five  men  apiece  besides  the  oars* 
en,  and  also  two  flatboats  for  carrying  about  a  hundred 
ore,  were  built,  in  which  fifteen  hundred  picked  men,  under 
he  gallant  Hazen,  were  placed.     It  was,  we  have  seen,  six 
lies,  by  the  tortuous  river,  to  the  Ferry — three  miles  of 
^^hich  were  picketed  by  the  enemy.     On  the  night  of  the 
■^Tth  of  October,  these  pontoons — mere  boxes — were  quietly 
3)ushed  off,  and  floated  noiselessly  down  the  current.     It 
Hivas  very  dark,  and  the  drift  of  the  current  rendering  the 
use  of  oars  unnecessary,  they  passed  unheeded  by  the  pickets 
on  shore.     Down,  around  Moccasin  Point,  in  front  of  Look- 
out Mountain,  they  rapidly  floated,  without  being  discovered. 
The  landing  was  to  be  made  at  two  different  points,  and 
here  the  alarm  was  given,  and  the  flash  of  musketry  lit  up 
*he  darkness.     This  roused  the  neighboring  camps  of  the 
^tiemj^  but  the  Union  troops  jumped  ashore,  and  quickly 
formed  to  repel  an  attack.     The  empty  boats  were  then 
^owed  swiftly  across  the  river,  to  a  point  where  stood  the 
^:>alance  of  the  four  thousand,  who  had  secretly  marched 
^liither  by  land.     These  having  been  taken  in,  they  were 
back  to  the  spot  where  the  others  had  disembarked, 
strong  position  was  immediately  secured,  and  intrench- 
thrown  up.     The  enemy,  taken  wholly  by  surprise, 
a  feeble  resistance  retreated  up  the  Valley.     The 
aterials  for  a  pontoon  bridge,  which  had  also  been  brought 
^down  by  land,  and  concealed,  were  now  brought  out,  and 
^fcy  noon  a  bridge,  nine  hundred  feet  long,  spanned  the  river, 
"l)y  which  supplies  and  reinforcements  could  be  forwarded 
to  our  troopa     The  next  day,  the  whole  of  the  Eleventh 
Corps  was  across,  and  encamped  in  Lookout  Valley.     The 
enemy,  alarmed  at  this  demonstration,  made  an  attempt  to 
drive  back  our  forces  by  a  night  attack. 
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BATTLE  OP  wai:;hatchie. 

Howard's  Corps,  at  the  time,  was  only  a  mile  or  so  from 
Brown's  Ferry.  Geary,  with  his  division,  went  into  camp 
near  Wauhatchie,  three  miles  distant.  Hooker,  who  was 
with  Howard's  Corps,  was  aroused  about  one  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  by  the  "muttering  of  heavy  musketry"  in  the 
direction  of  Geary.  The  latter  had  been  suddenly  attacked 
by  overwhelming  numbers,  and  Hooker,  anxious  for  his 
safety,  ordered  Howard  to  double-quick  his  nearest  division, 
Shurz's,  to  his  aid.  "  Forward  to  their  relief,  boys !  "  he 
shouted,  as  they  streamed  oflF  on  a  run,  through  the  gloom. 
They  had  not  gone  far,  however,  when  suddenly  there  came 
a  blaze  of  musketry  from  the  hills  near  by,  where  no  enemy 
was  supposed  to  be.  Tyndale's  brigade  was  immediately 
detached,  to  charge  the  heights,  while  the  other  brigade 
kept  on  towards  Geary.  Steinwehr's  division  now  came  up, 
and  the  hill  to  the  rear  of  Schurz,  and  along  which  the  road 
ran,  was  also  found  to  be  occupied  by  the  enemy.  This, 
Grlan  Smith's  brigade  was  ordered  to  carry  with  the  bayonet 
It  was  bright  moonlight ;  yet  but  little  of  the  difficulties  of 
the  ascent  could  be  seen.  It  was  very  steep,  and  covered 
with  underbrush  and  seamed  with  gullies  and  ravines,  and 
"almost  inaccessible  by  daylight."  Yet,  right  up  this,  two 
hundred  feet  high,  in  the  face  of  a  heavy  fire,  this  skeleton 
brigade  was  ordered  to  charge  bayonet.  Flooded  in  the 
mellow  light,  silent  as  death,  the  Seventy-third  Ohio  and 
Thirty-third  Massachusetts  pressed  up  the  slope,  and  at 
length  reached  the  top,  where  they  came  upon  rifle-pits,  out 
of  which  suddenly  burst  a  volley  from  nearly  two  thousand 
muskets.  Overwhelmed  by  this  awful  fire,  the  brave  fellows 
fell  back  in  disorder  to  the  foot  of  the  hill.  Though  now 
fully  aware  of  the  difficulties  before  them,  and  that  three 
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their  number  crowned  the  heights,  these  noble  regi- 

^^ri  t5  re-formed  their  lines,  and  again  sternly  breasted  the 

"^^1-       Shouts,  and  yells,  and  taunts,  were  hurled  down  on  them, 

^^^       the  crashing  volleys  tore  through  them;  yet,  without 

^^iCk  ^  a  shot — with  set  teeth  and  flashing  eyes — they  climbed 

sto^x.<3ily  up  to  those  blazing  rifle-pits,  and  then  -jvith  one  bound 

^^^^^T^ed  them.     The  bayonet  did  the  whole  work,  and  not  a 

'^^'t   was  fired  till  the  enemy  was  in  full  retreat.     One  volley 

^^     poured  after  them,  and  then  the  shout  of  victory  arose, 

,j^^^^^  ^i  and  clear,  in  the  night  air.    It  was  an  astonishing  charge. 

,    ^       wonder  Hooker  said,  ''  No  troops  ever  rendered  more 

^^liant  service,"  and  that  the  reserved  Thomas  declared, 

^^;^  \ie  bayonet  charge  of  Howard's  troops,  made  up  the  side 

^  steep  and  difficult  hill  over  two  hundred  feet  high, 

't^pletely  routing  the  enemy  from  his  barricades  on  the 

p,    *    *    *    will  rank  among  the  most  distinguished  feats 

arms  of  this  war." 

All  this  time,  heavy  and  incessant  volleys  of  musketry 
Tose  from  the  spot  where  Geary  was  struggling  against 
Overwhelming  numbers.  The  fighting  here  was  desperate, 
^nd  several  times  he  was  nearly  overborne ;  but,  with  that 
tenacity  which  has  always  distinguished  him,  he  still  clung 
to  his  position,  and  at  length  hurled  the  enemy  back,  com- 
pelling him  to  take  refuge  on  Lookout  Mountain.  The 
Valley  was  now  ours.  Geary  gained  new  honors  in  this 
hard-fought  battle ;  but  they  were  dearly  won,  for  his  son,  a 
captain,  was  killed. 

This  fight  by  moonlight,  after  midnight,  amid  those  wild 
hills — that  blazed  the  while  with  musketry  and  exploding 
sheik — presented  a  strange  spectacle.  Hooker  himself  was 
in  the  thickest  of  it,  shouting  on  the  men. 

Our  forces  being  firmly  established  here,  steamboats  could 
run  up  to  Brown's  Ferry,  from  which  it  was  but  a  mile  and 
Or  half  to  the  upper  bridge,  opposite  Chattanooga.     The 
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army  was  now  relieved  from  the  fear  of  starvation,  nnless 
the  bridges  should  be  carried  away  by  rafts  sent  down  by 
the  enemy  from  above. 

This  was  a  great  improvement  in  the  condition  of  affairs ; 
still,  Grant  felt  too  weak  to  assume  the  offensive  against  the 
strong  works  which  confronted  him,  until  Sherman  should, 
arrive. 

The  latter  crossed  the  Tennessee  in  person,  on  the  1st  of 
November,  but  there  was  no  way  by  which  to  get  his  army 
over,  and  it  had  to  take  the  long  march  by  Fayetteville  to 
Bridgeport.     Sherman,  in  the  meantime,  pressing  on,  rode 
into  Chattanooga  on  the  15th.     Never  was  a  man  more 
welcome.     Grant  had  received  a  summons  from  Bragg,  to 
remove  the  non-combatants  from  Chattanooga,  as  he  was 
about  to  bombard  it,  to  which  the  former  had  returned  no 
reply,  but  he  now  felt  that  he  soon  would  be  ready  to  send 
one,  in  the  shape  of  his  strong  columns.     Sherman's  troops, 
after  their  long  and  wearisome  march,  needed  rest  sadly, 
and  expected  it,  before  entering  on  one  of  the  most  hazard- 
ous undertakings  of  the  war.      "But,"  said  the  gallant 
leader,  "  I  saw  enough  of  the  condition  of  men  and  animals 
in  Chattanooga,  to  inspire  me  with  renewed  energy."    With 
a  part  of  his  command,  he  was  directed  to  make  a  demon- 
stration on  Lookout  Mountain,  while,  with  the  main  army,  he 
crossed  the  river  and  marched  up  above  Chattanooga,  opposite 
Missionary  ridge.     Returning  to  Bridgeport,  he  took  a  row- 
boat,  and  passed  down  the  river,  to  hurry  forward  his  weary, 
foot-sore  divisions.     Ewing's  division  was  the  force  left  to 
make  the  proposed  demonstration  on  Lookout  Mountain. 
The  rest  were  hurried  forward,  but  the  roads  were  almost 
impassable — making  the  increased  effort  demanded  at  the 
end  of  such  a  long  march,  a  terrible  task  to  the  soldiers. 
But   they  toiled  cheerfully  forward,  in  obedience  to  the 
orders  of  their  beloved  Commander,  and,  by  the  23rd,  were 
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^^^i^ll   up,  and  lay  concealed  behind  the  hills  opposite  the 

Cl'xiciikamauga  Creek,  which,  skirting  the  extremity  of  Mis- 

^:^s.ry  Ridge,  here  empties  into  the  Tennessee.     One  divi- 

however,  was  left   behind — a  delay   cansed   by  the 

^^:^king  of  the  pontoon  bridge  at  Brown's  Ferry — and  it 

compelled  to  join  Hooker's  Corps,  and  operate  with  him 

le  battle  that  followed. 

J  a  skillful  manoeuver,  he,  the  same  night,  moved  a 

force  silently  along  the  river,  capturing  every  guard 

le  enemy's  pickets  but  one.     The  next  thing  was,  to  get 

trmy  across  the  Tennessee — ^here  nearly  thirteen  hundred 

wide.     About  three  miles  above  him,  and  on  the  same 

-a  he  found  a  stream  emptying  into  the  river.     Thither, 

x^ndred  and  sixteen  boats  were  carried,  by  a  concealed 

[,  and  launched,  while  three  thousand  men  lay  ready  to 

k  in  them.     An  hour  after  midni2:ht,   on  the  24th, 

^^^^e  boats  silently  floated  down  into  the  Tennessee,  and, 

P^^^i^ing  for  three  miles   the  enemy's  pickets,   landed  the 

'^^^^ci^ps  on  both  sides  of  the  Chickamauga  Creek,  which 

^^^^I^tied  into   the  river  opposite   Sherman's   army.     Two 

■"^  "^"  X  sions,  with  artillery,  were  soon  ferried  over,  and  a  tefe- 

^-^-^zj^ont  established.      In  a  few  hours,  a  bridge   fourteen 

"*  ^""^  drfed  feet  long  was  completed,   and   shaking   to   the 

of  Sherman's  mighty  columns.     Another  bridge,  two 

dred  feet  long,  was  flung  across  the  Chickamauga  Creek. 

extreme  north  point  of  Missionary  Ridge  was  not  occu- 

^    ^  ^  by  the  enemy — his  right  being  further  back,  near  the 

Xiel  through  which  the  railroad  passed.     This  extremity, 

Tman  at  once  seized,  thereby  threatening  Bragg's  com- 

-^  ^ications.     A  cavalry  force,  in  the  meantime,  was  sent 

eastward  towards  Cleveland. 

^^rant  now  had   Sherman's  army  above,  and   Hooker's 

^w  him,  and  both  on  the  same  side  of  the  river ;  while 

^mas  lay  in  front  of  Chattanooga.     Missionary  Ridge, 

47 
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tending  south-west  from  Sherman,  passed  in  front  of  Chatt 
nooga,  where  the  center  lay. 

Bragg  was  amazed  at  this  sudden  apparition  of  a  powerl" 
army  on  his  extreme  right,  and  immediately  made  prepat- 
tions  to  dislodge  Sherman.    In  the  meantime,  Hooker,  frc^ 
below,  moved  against  Lookout  Mountain,  and,  by  dai — 
carried  the  nose  of  it,  and  at  once  opened  direct  communr: 
cations  with  Chattanooga.     His  advance  up  the  steep  sid 
of  the  mountain  had  been  made  with  great  celerity  ar    ' 
skill.     A  thick  fog  for  awhile  concealed  him,   but,  as 
lifted  before  the  sun,  the  cliffs  above  were  seen  crowd^^ 
with  the  enemy,  while  cannon  sent  a  plunging  fire  from  tt::^ 
heights.      Grant,   far  down    in   the  mist-shrouded  vall^^ 
below,  could  hear  the  thunder  of  guns  and  crash  of  m 
ketry  high  up  in  the  clouds  above,  as  though  the  gods  we; 
warring  there.     Says  an  eye-witness:  "At  this  junctn: 
the  scene  became  one  of  most  exciting  interest.     The  thi 
fog,  which  had  heretofore  rested  in  dense  folds  upon  t 
sides  of  the  mountain,  concealing  the  combatants  from  vie 
suddenly  lifted  to  the  summit  of  the  lofty  ridge,  reveali 
to  the  anxious  gaze  of  thousands  in  the  valleys  and  on  t' 
plains  below,  a  scene  such  as  is  witnessed  but  once  in     ^ 
century.     General  Geary's  columns,  flushed  with  victor;f> 
grappled  with  the  foe  upon  the  rocky  ledges,  and  drove 
him  back  with  slaughter  from  his  works.     While  the  result 
was  uncertain,  the  attention  was  breathless  and  painful ;  but 
when  victory  perched  upon  our  standards,  shout  upon  shoul 
rent  the  air.     The  whole  army,  with  one  accord,  broke  out 
into  joyous  acclamations.     The   enthusiasm   of  the  scene 
beggars  description.     Men  were  frantic  with  joy,  and  even 
General  Thomas  himself,  who  seldom  exhibits  his  emotions^ 
said  involuntarily,  '  I  did  not  think  it  possible  for  men  to 
accomplish  so  much.' "     The  day  before,  Thomas  had  made 
a  strong  reconnoissance  in  force,  in  his  front,  and,  with  but 
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sliglxt  loss,  had  occupied  Orchard  Knob,  and  developed  the 
of  the  enemy.  Everything  was  therefore  now  ready 
"tie  grand  assault  upon  the  rebel  position.  Bragg  had 
tlioiight  that  Chattanooga  was  his  beyond  a  doubt;  but 
sn^^enly,  to  the  right,  in  front,  and  left  of  him,  he  saw  him- 
confronted  by  three  armies.  Still,  he  believed  Missionary 
ge  to  be  impregnable,  and  that  no  force  could  climb 
^^  steep  and  rugged  sides  in  the  face  of  his  powerful 
■^^^tteries. 

Sherman,  from  his  position,  could  glance  across  to  Tunnell 
Sill^  on  which  the  rebel  batteries  were  placed ;  and  he  looked 
S^^ve,  but  determined,  at  the  fearful  task  that  had  been 
^^^signed  his  brave  troops.     Before  the  great,  decisive  day 
(M^^  25th)  had  fairly  dawned,  he  was  in  the  saddle,  and  by 
t*he   dim  light  that  streaked  the  cloudy  east  betokening  a 
stormy  day,  rode  along  his  entire  line.    A  deep  valley  lay  be- 
^^een  him  and  the  steep  hill  beyond,  which  was  partly  covered 
^tb  trees  to  the  narrow,  wooded  top,  across  which  was  a  breast- 
work of  logs  and  earth,  dark  with  men.     Two  gims  enfiladed 
^^  narrow  way  that  led  to  it.     Further  back,  arose  a  still 
*^^glier  hill,  lined  with  guns  that  could  pour  a  plunging  fire 
^^  the  first  hill  if  it  should  be  taken.     The  depth  and  char- 
sr  of  the  gorge  between,  could  not  be  ascertained.    Just 
the  rising  sun  was  tinging  with  red  the  murky  rain-clouds, 
^*^^  bugles  sounded  "Forward!"  and  Corse,  leading  the  ad- 
ice,  briskly  descended  the  hill,  crossed  the  valley  under  a 
•vy  fire,  began  to  ascend  the  opposite  heights,  and  soon 
^     Jied  a  foothold ;  but  the  spot  where  he  stood  was  swept 
^   the  enemy's  artillery. 

BATTLE   OP   CHATTANOOGA. 

The  great  battle  had  now  fairly  opened,  and  for  more 
'^to  an  hour  it  swayed  backward  and  forward  in  front  of 
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Sherman.  Bringing  up  brigade  after  brigade,  this  gallant 
Commander  .strove  nobly,  but  in  vain,  to  carry  the  lofty 
heights  above  him.  By  ten  o'clock,  it  was  one  peal  of 
thunder  ft-om  top  to  base,  while  the  smoke,  in  swift  puflFs 
and  floating  masses,  draped  it  like  a  waving  mantle.  Corse, 
severely  wounded,  was  borne  to  the  rear;  yet  still  the 
columns  stubbornly  held  the  ground.  All  the  fomoon,  the 
battle  raged  furiously  at  this  point.  This  most  northern  and 
vital  position  must  be  held  by  the  rebels  at  all  hazards,  for  if 
once  taken,  their  rear  would  be  threatened,  with  all  the  stor 
at  Chickamauga.  Hence,  Bragg  massed  his  forces  here,  an 
at  three  o'clock,  says  Sherman,  "  column  after  column  of  th 
enemy  was  streaming  toward  me ;  gun  after  gun  poure 
its  concentric  shot  on  us  from  every  hill  and  spur  that  gav 
a  view  of  any  part  of  the  ground."  Once,  he  was  partial]; 
forced  back,  but  by  a  skillful  move,  he  recovered  his  groum 
and  drove  the  pursuing,  shouting  enemy  to  his  cover, 
men  were  sternly  held  to  their  terrible  work ;  but  Sherma 
was  getting  impatient  for  Grant  to  move  on  the  center, 
he  told  him  the  night  before  he  would.  From  his  eleva 
position,  he  could  see  the  flags  of  Thomas'  Corps  waving 


the  murky  atmosphere ;  but  hour  after  hour  passed  awa 
and  still  they  did  not  advance.     The  enemy  was  steadL. 
accumulating  his  forces  against  him,  and  his  troops,  that  hi 
fought  from  early  dawn,  were  getting  weary.     Grant  h 
sat  on  his  horse,  listening  to  the  thunder  of  artillery  on 
right,  as  Hooker  came  down  like  an  avalanche  from  t 
heights  of  Lookout  Mountain,  and  to  the  deafening  upn 
on  his  left,   where  his  favorite  lieutenant,   Sherman, 
hurling  his  brave  columns  on  the  batteries  of  the  enem 
but  still  he  did  not  move.     Thinking,  at  one  time,  tl 
Sherman  was  too  hard  pressed,  he  sent  ovef  a  brigade    ^^ 
his  help ;  but  the  latter,  who  had  become  thoroughly  arous^^ 
at  the  resistance  he  met  with,  sent  it  back,  saying  he  did  nof       i 
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nec3cfL  it  And  so,  hour  after  hour,  for  six  miles,  it  flamed 
aiLcEl:  thundered  along  those  rocky  crests,  until  at  last  the 
decrisive  moment,  looked  for  by  Grant,  had  arrived.  In 
froxxt  of  him,  the  steep  acclivity  went  sheer  up  four  hundred 
fe^t.  The  base  was  encircled  with  a  line  of  rifle-pits,  while 
th43  summit  was  black  with  batteries.  Between  him  and  the 
foot  cf  the  mountain,  was  an  open  space  a  mile  and  a  half 
,  which  the  advancing  columns  would  be  compelled  to 
He  saw  that  it  would  require  no  common  effort,  and 
^^  Ciommon  bravery  on  the  part  of  troops,  to  reach  and 
^^i^n=tl:)  that  steep,  in  the  face  of  such  difficulties,  and  he 
tlx^r^fore  wished  Sherman  to  push  the  rebel  left  till  Bragg, 
^^  ^^x^der  to  save  the  key  of  his  position,  would  be  compelled  to 
^^^o*l<en  his  center ;  and  also  till  Hooker  could  come  up,  who 
^a-s  detained  in  building  a  bridge.  The  rebel  Commander, 
^^^"t  dreaming  that  Grant  would  attempt  to  advance  up  the 
8t^^  jj  face  of  the  mountain  in  front,  and  evidently  thinking 
^-^-t  he  meant  at  all  hazards  to  crush  his  riorht,  and  thus 
^^^^^ten  his  rear,  drew  away  his  troops  from  the  center,  till 
5^^  line  here  became  comparatively  weak.  This  was  what 
■*"*^  ^"  had  been  waiting  for,  though  fearful  that  the  day 
Id  be  passed  before  it  came.     But  it  had  come  at  last,  and 


^^  ^^ker  being  well  advanced,  he,  from  his  position  on  Indian 

X^  ordered  the  signal  for  the  "Forward! "  to  be  given. 

^se  were,  six  cannon  shots,  to  be  fired  at  intervals  of  two 

^^nds.     Strong  and  steady  the  order  rang  out :  "Number 

fire !   Number  two,  fire !   Number  three,  fire ! "     "It 


^^Xned  to  me,"  says  an  eye-witness,  "like  the  tolling  of  the 
*^ck  of  destiny.     And  when,  at  'Number  six,  fire!'  the 


^T  throbbed  out  with  the  flash,  you  should  have  seen  the 

^^ad  line,  that  had  been  lying  behind  the  works  all  day, 

^^tne  to  resurrection  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  and  leap 

*^^e  a  blade  from  its  scabbard."     Three  divisions,  under  the 

Command  of  Granger,  composed  the  storming  force,  and  as 
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they  moved  off  towards  the  frowning  heights,  the  ener 
seemed  to  regard  it  as  a  mere  review.  But,  with  a  swi 
steady  motion,  the  glittering  line  swept  on,  and  it  was  so 
evident  that  desperate  work  was  afoot.  Suddenly,  all  alo 
the  crest  of  the  ridge,  the  artillery  opened,  and  the  galls 
line  began  to  melt  away.  Still,  it  never  faltered — the  bj 
ners  kept  advancing,  and  at  last  that  terrible  mile  and  a  hi 
were  past,  and  the  columns  stood  face  to  face  with  the  lo 
line  of  rifle-pits  at  the  base  of  the  mountain.  A  sheet 
fire  ran  along  the  summit,  cutting  with  fearful  mortality  o 
exposed  battalions.  There  was  no  time  to  stop  here,  11 
great  as  was  the  obstacle  that  confronted  them,  it  was  or 
a  barrier  of  mist,  compared  to  the  awful  work  that  1 
beyond;  and  so,  with  one  wild  cheer  and  a  bound,  th 
cleared  it,  and  stood  panting  in  the  deserted  ditch.  A. 
now  for  the  ridge.  "  Take  it  if  you  can ! "  passed  alo 
the  bleeding  line,  but  it  was  already  advancing.  The  brg 
fellows,  casting  one  look  up  the  steep,  rocky  sides,  to  1 
thirteen  batteries  flaming  at  the  top,  clutched  their  weapc 
with  a  firmer  grasp,  and  began  to  mount  the  slope.  He 
can  be  no  rush — no  sudden  chatge.  Step  by  step,  li] 
mountain  goats,  they  must  win  their  way  upward.  As  tl 
smoke  lifted  here  and  there.  Grant  saw,  with  inexpressib 
anxiety,  the  regimental  flags,  like  mere  crimson  speci 
fluttering  slowly  upward.  Regardless  of  shot  and  she 
each  vied  with  the  other  in  the  advance.  Over  their  beac 
fi-om  Forts  Wood  and  Negley,  and  other  batteries,  our  shot  ai 
shell  flew  with  fearful  precision,  and  fell  crashing  in  the  rel 
works.  Rocks  and  stones,  and  shells  with  lighted  fuses,  we 
rolled  down  on  the  torn  line,  and  it  now  and  then  haltc 
under  some  projecting  rocks,  for  breath.  But  ''Forward 
again  rung  above  the  uproar,  and  each  flag  seemed  to  have 
voice  crying  *' Excelsior."  Oh!  it  was  a  thrilling  sigl 
Shot  and   shell   were   doing   their  murderous  work;    h 
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nothing  short  of  annihilation  could  stop  those  noble  bat- 
talions. Higher,  and  still  higher,  they  crept,  until  at  last,  just 
as  the  sun  was  sinking  in  the  west,  they  reached  the  summit, 
and  then,  as  the  gathered  billow  thunders  and  foams  along 
and  over  the  sunken  ledges  of  the  sea,  they,  with  one  wild 
shout  and  burst,  swept  over  the  deadly  batteries.  The  next 
moment,  cheer  after  cheer  went  up  all  along  the  smoking 
crest,  and  rolled  down  the  crimson  steep,  till,  to  the  right 
and  left,  and  far  below,  the  air  trembled  with  glad  echoes. 
Dismayed,  and  filled  with  consternation  at  the  frightful 
calamity,  Bragg,  mounted  on  his  gray  horse,  sped  away  to 
the  rear,  followed  by  his  discomfited  host.  The  army  was 
now  thrown  forward  in  swift  pursuit,  which  was  kept  up  till 
late  at  night,  and  renewed  next  morning  before  daylight. 
As  the  columns  swept  on,  wagons,  guns,  caissons,  forage, 
stores,  and  all  the  wreck  of  a  routed  army,  met  them  at 
every  step.  By  night,  the  rear-guard  of  the  enemy  was 
reached,  and  a  fight  ensued,  which  lasted  till  darkness  closed 
in.  The  next  day.  Hooker  and  Thomas  joined  in  the  pur- 
suit, and  the  beaten  enemy  was  smitten  with  blow  upon 
blow,  until  further  advance  became  impossible.  In  the 
meantime,  Sherman  detached  Howard  to  move  against  the 
railroad  between  Dalton  and  Cleveland,  to  destroy  it.  This 
was  done,  and  communication  between  Bragg  and  Long- 
street  cut  off. 

O.ur  total  loss  in  this  battle,  was  about  four  thousand. 
"We  took  six  thousand  prisoners,  forty  pieces  of  artillery, 
and  five  or  six  thousand  small  arms.  The  rebel  killed  and 
wounded  was  not  known. 

Sherman  was  now  ordered  to  return  to  Chattanooga ;  but, 
receiving  permission  to  make  a  circuit  by  the  north,  as  far 
as  Hiawassee,  he  did  so,  destroying  railroads  and  capturing 
stores.  "  This,"  says  Sherman,  "  was  to  have  been  the  limit 
of  our  journey.     OflScers  and  men  had  brought  no  luggage 
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or  provisions,  and  the  weather  was  bitter  cold."  But  at 
this  moment,  Grant  received  a  dispatch  from  Burnside,  at 
Knoxville,  saj'ing  that  his  supplies  would  not  last  a  week 
longer,  and  asking  for  help.  To  reach  him,  nearly  ninety- 
miles  distant,  in  that  time,  would  require  heavy  marching ; 
but  Burnside  and  Knoxville  must  be  saved,  if  human  effort 
could  do  it.  Grant  at  once  ordered  Granger  to  march ;  but 
finding  that  he  would  not  have  the  necessary  force,  and, 
moreover,  that  he  "  moved  with  reluctance  and  complaint," 
he  determined,  ''notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  two 
divisions  of  Sherman's  forces  had  marched  from  Memphis, 
and  had  gone  into  battle  immediately  oa  their  arrival  a 
Chattanooga,  to  send  him  with  his  command,"  includin 
Granger  s.  This  was  assigning  him  a  fearful  task,  and  th 
iron  Commander,  though  shrinking  from  no  effort  wher 
duty  called,  felt  that  it  was  asking  a  hard  thing  of  his  bravt 
exhausted  men.  The  language  he  uses  in  regard  to 
shows  this,  and  also  reveals  the  grand  character  of  the  m 
''  Seven  days  before,"  says  he,  ''  we  had  left  our  camps 
the  other  side  of  the  Tennessee,  with  two  days'  ratio 
without  a  change  of  clothing,  stripped  for  the  fight,  with 
a  single  blanket  or  coat  per  man — from  myself  to  the  priv^ 
included.  Of  course,  we  then  had  no  provisions  save  w 
we  gathered  by  the  road,  and  were  ill  supplied  for  sue 
march.  But  we  learned  that  twelve  thousand  of  our  fell 
soldiers  were  beleaguered  in  the  mountain  town  of  Kn 
ville,  eighty-four  miles  distant ;  that  they  needed  relief,  a 
must  have  it  in  three  days.  This  was  enough^  and  it  had 
he  done^  Noble  words,  from  a  noble  man !  His  tir^ 
troops,  though  feeling  that  others  could  better  make  tl 
long  march,  cheerfully  consented  to  go,  and  that  very  nig 
started  forward.  By  daylight,  they  had  made  fifteen  mile^ 
and,  on  the  2nd  of  December,  marched  twenty-six,  pushin^ 
the  enemy,  that  attempted  to  delay  their  advance,  before  the 
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la  the  meantime,  Burnside  was  severely  pressed.  Having 
oaljr  some  twelve  thousand  men,  he  had  been  obliged  to 
fi^ll  back  before  Longstreet  with  his  overwhelming  force, 
^^orossing  the  Tennessee,  which  he  had  passed  in  his  advance, 
^^cl  fighting  as  he  retired,  he  was  finally  compelled  to  take 
'^ftige  in  Knoxville.  Longstreet,  confident  of  success,  then  sat 
^^^^VTi  in  regular  siege  before  the  place,  knowing  its  reduction 
tainty  unless  it  should  be  relieved.  Fearing  its  reinforce- 
:,  he  made  a  desperate  assault  upon  its  strong  works,  but 
xepulsed  with  heavy  loss.  The  near  approach  of  Sherman 
caused  him  to  abandon  his  siege  of  twenty  days.  It 
hoped  that,  being  cut  oflF  Srom  Bragg,  his  Corps  would 
^^  Ciaptured  or  dispersed ;  but,  passing  around  the  strong- 
^^^d  that  he  could  not  capture,  he  retreated  towards  Vir- 
=^^'^ia.  Burnside  pursued  him,  and  an  engagement  took 
^^^ce  at  Beams' 'Station,  but  Longstreet  succeeded  in  falling 
^H.ck  without  serious  loss,  and  eventually  opened  up  his 
^^inmunications  with  Richmond. 

Sherman  had  pushed  forward  with  great  celerity.  But 
the  rebels  burning  the  bridges  in  their  retreat,  he  feared 
lie  might  be  delayed  till  Burnside  would  despair  of  succor, 
and  he  therefore  ordered  Colonel  Long,  commanding  his 
cavalry  brigade,  to  take  his  fleetest,  strongest  animals,  and 
hurry  forward,  and  be  in  Knoxville  in  twenty-four  hours  ''  at 
whatever  cost  of  life  or  horse-flesh.^^  The  distance  was  forty 
miles,  and  the  roads  horrible.  But  this  gallant  Commander 
Accomplished  the  task  assigned  him,  and  the  clatter  of  his 
horses'  hoofs  in  the  streets  of  Knoxville,  on  the  night  of  the 
3rd,  sent  joy  to  the  hearts  of  the  beleaguered  little  army. 
Sherman  continued  to  advance  till  the  night  of  the  5  th, 
when  a  messenger  arrived  from  Burnside,  saying  that  Long- 
Btreet  had  raised  the  siege.  Sending  on  Granger's  two 
divisions  to  Knoxville,  he  then  halted  his  army,  for  his  work 
was  done.  He  himself  rode  on  to  Knoxville,  to  see  Burnside. 
He  then  leisurely  returned,  with  his  wearied  army,  to  Chatta* 
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nooga.  The  work  it  had  done  was  chiefly  of  a  characte: 
not  to  attract  public  attention,  but  it  deserved  higher  enco 
miums  than  though  it  had  won  a  victory.  With  short  rations 
poorly  protected  from  the  weather,  sometimes  barefooted,  i 
had  marched  four  hundred  miles  through  the  enemy's  country 
— without  sleep  for  three  successive  nights — crossed  the  Ten 
nessee,  borne  the  brunt  of  the  fight  at  Chattanooga,  pursued  th( 
flying  enemy  into  Georgia,  then  wheeled  about  and,  by  forcec 
marches  for  nearly  a  hundred  miles,  compelled  Longstree 
to  raise  the  siege  of  Knoxville,  and  then  had  marched  bacl 
again. 

East  Tennessee  was  saved-r-in  fact,  a  great  part  of  th( 
Valley  of  the  Mississippi ;  for,  had  Knoxville  and  Chatta 
nooga  fallen.  Grant  could  hardly  have  made  a  stand  shor 
of  Nashville.  And  yet,  the  probabilities  all  were  that  thesi 
two  places  would  fall.  Grant  knew  that  he  could  not  lon( 
remain  at  Chattanooga  with  the  rebel  batteries  crowning  tb( 
heights  that  overlooked  it ;  while,  without  help  from  him, 
Burnside  must  surrender.  His  only  hope  lay  in  the  suc- 
cessful assault  of  the  enemy's  works.  But  this  was  a  des- 
perate measure,  in  which  he  knew  the  chances  were  against 
him.  Still,  it  must  be  taken,  or  all  be  lost.  Thanks  to  his 
brilliant  strategy,  and  the  bravery  of  his  troops,  he  succeeded, 
and  the  turning  point  of  the  rebellion  was  gained. 

While  these  momentous  events  were  transpiring  in  East 
Tennessee,  Banks,  at  New  Orleans,  was  busy  in  his  Department, 
and  great  results  were  expected  from  the  army  under  hii 
command,  though  no  formidable  rebel  force  confronted  him 

In  September,  having  been  reinforced  from  Grant's  army. 
he  sent  General  Franklin  to  seize  Sabine  City,  situated  or 
the  Sabine  River.  Commodore  Bell,  commanding  the  Gulf 
Squadron,  detached  four  gunboats,  under  Lieutenant-Com' 
manding  Crocker,  to  co-operate  with  him,  assisted  by  i 
hundred  and  eighty  sharp-shooters  from  the  army.  The 
batteries,  however,  proved  too  powerful  for  the  gunboats 
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Th.^  Clifton  and  Sachem  were  disabled,  and  captured  with 
^  oxi  board,  and  the  expedition  returned  to  'Brashear  City. 
Tti^  army  afterward  advanced,  and,  on  the  21fet  of  October, 
oec^vx  j)ied  Opelousas,  and  quite  a  severe  fight  occurred,  Nov. 
3(1^  XX  ear  Bayou  Bourbeaux — General  Washburn  commanding. 
I XX  September,  Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  was  captured  by 
C^^rxe^ral  Steele. 

Iiii.  November,  an  important  expedition  was  made  into 
•*^^^^3^eis.  The  garrison  at  Esperanza  fled  at  our  approach, 
^"^^x^  blowing  up  the  magazine,  and  ten  guns  were  cap- 
*^^>^^cL  Brazos  Island,  Point  Isabel  and  Brownsville  were 
^^  ^t^anks'  hands  on  the  9  th  of  November.  From  tliis  point, 
^^^^  ^rmy  marched  north-east  a  hundred  miles,  to  Aranzas, 
^^^^I^  taring  three  guns  and  a  hundred  prisoners.  General 
•  •  '^.  Hamilton,  of  Texas,  having  been  appointed  Military 
^^^^^ernor  of  the  State,  by  the  President,  accompanied  the 
.^  ^^^^^X  ^^d  every  one  looked  to  the  expulsion  of  Magruder — 
^^^Xiinander  of  the  rebel  forces — and  the  speedy  establishment 
federal  authority."  But  not  long  after,  the  expedition 
^   abandoned,  and  General  Banks  returned  to  New  Orleans, 


^  vowed  by  Hamilton.     Washburn  soon  after  left  the  army, 
Major-General  Dana  was  placed  in  chief  command, 
^ews  of  a  projected  movement  against  Mobile  took  the 
^^Uce  of  news  from  the  army  in  Texas,  and  its  failure  there 
^^^med  to  die  out  of  mind.     Festivities,  balls  and  masquer- 
ades occupied  the  winter  months    in  New  Orleans,  and 
Military  matters  were  kept  in  abeyance.     Preparations  were 
^Iso  made  for  an  election  to  come  off  in  February,  and  Banks 
devoted  himself  to  the  civil  duties  of  his  Department — not  the 
least  of  which  was  the  question  of  compensated  labor.     The 
large  number  of  slaves  made  suddenly  free  must  work,  and 
to  a  great  extent  under  their  old  masters,  and  therefore  it 
was  important  that  some  just  and  equitable  system  be  adopt- 
ed, and  power  given  to  enforce  it. 


CHAPTER  XXI. 

OCTODEH-DECEMBER,  18C3. 

ARMY   OF   THE   POTOMAC — MEADE^S   ADVANCE   TO   THE     RAPID  AN — COMPX 

TO   RETREAT GALLANTRY    OF   KILPATRICK    AND   THE    CAVALRY — BATTU  ^^^  ^' 

BRISTOW    STATION SUCCESSES     AT     KELLY^S     FORD     AND      RAPPAHAN>— ^^^* 

STATION MEADe's    SECOND    ADVANCE    TO     THE    RAPID  AN — THE    RETRE-^^^^ 

WINTER     QUARTERS — AVERILl's      RAID      IN     WESTERN     VIRGINIA — NATIC:::^^^^ 

CEMETERY  AT  GETTYSBURG THE  PRESIDENT'S  PROCLAMATION  OF  AMXES^^*^ 

PROPOSITION    TO  ADMIT  REBEL  STATES    INTO    THE  UNION POLITICAL  EXC^^^^^^' 

MENT — CHANGE     OF     PLAN     IN     CARRYING     ON     THE     WAR GRANT    M  ^T^^^^ 

LIEUTENANT-GENERAL — SHERMAN's    GREAT   MARCH   THROUGH    MISSISSIPP. '**^'^ 

IN   the  East,  the  Army  of  the  I^otomac  had  remainr"^^^ 
comparatively  quiet,  but,  on  the  approach  of  AutuiK::===^^> 
it  again  assumed  offensive  operations,  for  it  was  necessai 
occupy  the  attention  of  Lee,  as  he  was  sending  reinfoi 
ments  to   Bragg.     A   general  advance   of  the   army 
therefore  determined  upon,  about  the  middle  of  Septeml 
Pleasanton  was  directed  first  to  cross  the  Rappahannock, 
attack  the  rebel  cavalry  picketing  the  river  in  the  neighb-^^^^^^^ 
hood  of  Culpepper.     Gregg  crossed  at   Sulphur  Sprin  ^^g^ 
Buford  at  Rappahannock  Bridge,  and  Kilpatrick  at  KelL^  v  ^ 
Ford.     These,  moving  on  Culpepper,  attacked  Stuart,  vr^^^^"^ 
held  the  town,  and,  after  an  obstinate  fight,  drove  him  o^::^^^ 
capturing  three  guns.     Meade  now  advanced,  and  cross^^*^? 
the  river  with  his  entire  army,  made  the  place  his  hest  '^^"^ 
quarters,  with  the  cavalry  guarding  his  flanks  and  re-^^^* 
Lee,  in  the  meantime,  lay  encamped  near  Orange  Cof — ^^ 
House,  and,  though  much  inferior  in  numbers,  boldly  cros^^^" 
the  Rapidan  on  the  9th  of  October,  and,  by  a  skillful  mo*^^^ 
ment,  completely  outflanked  Meade,  which  compelled  t^^ 
latter  to  break  up  his  camp  and  retreat — losing  some  of  bi         j 
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Dres  in  his  hasty  retrogade  movement.  Fleasanton,  with 
e  cavalry,  remained  behind  to  watch  the  enemy,  and  then 
)wly  retired  toward  the  retreating  army.  Buford  had 
len  forced  back  more  rapidly  than  Kilpatrick,  whose  com- 
ind — with  Davis  over  the  right  brigade,  and  Custer  over 
e  left — fell  back  more  slowly.  When  the  latter  reached 
'andy  Station,  he  found  that  the  former,  ignorant  of  his 
)vements,  was  far  in  advance,  leaving  his  right  entirely 
posed.  To  make  matters  worse,  Stuart  had  passed  around 
.  left,  so  that  Kilpatrick,  with  whom  was  Pleasanton  him- 
f,  was  suddenly  cut  oflF.  This  gallant  leader  saw  at  a 
.nee  the  peril  of  his  position,  and,  riding  to  a  slight  emi- 
ice,  took  a  hasty  survey  of  the  ground  before  him.  He 
in  gave  his  orders,  and  three  thousand  swords  leaped 
m  their  scabbards,  and  a  long,  loud  shout  rolled  over  the 
.d.  With  a  heavy  line  of  skirmishers  thrown  out,  to  pro- 
it  his  flanks  and  rear,  he  moved  in  three  columns  straight 

the  rebel  host,  that  watched  his  coming.  At  first,  the 
jll-closed  columns  advanced  on  a  walk,  while  the  batteries 

Remington  and  Elder*  played  with  fearful  precision  upon 
3  hostile  ranks.  He  thus  kept  on,  till  within  a  few  hundred 
rds  of  the  rebel  lines,  when  the  band  struck  up  "  Yankee 
>odle."  The  next  instant,  a  hundred  bugles  pealed  the 
arge,  and  away,  with  gleaming  sabres  and  a  wild  hurrah, 
3nt  the  clattering  squadrons.  As  they  came  thundering 
I,  the  hostile  lines  parted  and  let  them  pass  proudly 
rough.  Buford  was  soon  overtakeny.and  a  line  of  battle 
rmed ;  for  the  rebels,  enraged  to  think  they  had  let  Kil- 
.trick  off  so  easily,  reorganized,  and  now  advanced  to  the 
tack.  A  fierce  cavalry  battle  followed,  lasting  till  after 
xk.  Pleasanton,  Buford,  Kilpatrick,  Custer  and  Davis  again 
id  again  led  charges  in  person.  It  seemed  as  if  the  leaders 
iboth  sides  were  determined  to  test,  on  the  plains  of  Brandy 
ation,  the  question  of  superiority  between  the  cavalry ;  for 
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the  charges,  on  both  sides,  were  of  the  most  gallant  and  des 
perate  character.  The  dark  masses  would  drive  on  eacl 
other,  through  the  deepening  gloom,  with  defiant  yella 
while  the  flashing  sabres  struck  fire  as  they  clashed  and  runj 
in  the  fierce  conflict.  At  length,  the  rebels  gave  it  up,  anc 
our  cavalry,  gathering  up  its  dead  and  wounded,  crosse< 
the  Rappahannock.  The  army  fell  back  along  the  railrokd 
from  Saturday  night  till  Wednesday,  without  bringing  on  ; 
general  engagement.  To  the  Second  Corps,  commanded  b; 
Warren,  was  assigned  the  difficult  task  of  guarding  its  rew 
At  daylight  on  Wednesday,  this  Corps  took  up  its  mard 
along  the  south  side  of  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  railroad 
and  moved  to  Bristow  Station,  about  three  miles  fron 
Manassas  Junction.  As  the  advance,  under  General  Webb, 
was  crossing  Broad  Run,  about  noon,  there  suddenly  came 
out  of  the  woods  north  of  the  railroad,  not  more  than  a 
hundred  yards  distant,  explosion  after  explosion  of  cannon^ 
and  the  next  moment,  the  heads  of  the  rebel  columm 
appeared  in  view.  The  attack  was  totally  unexpected,  an^ 
was  designed  to  throw  the  Corps  into  confusion.  But  War 
ren,  whose  clear  head  no  surprise  could  unsettle,  at  once,  will 
that  tactical  skill  for  which  he  is  so  remarkable,  threw  hL 
army  into  position  along  the  railroad,  and  awaited  the  onset 
Hurrying  up  his  artillery,  and  planting  it  with  consummate 
judgment,  he  soon  rained  a  terrible  fire  on  the  rebel  ranks 
Scarce  ten  minutes  had  elapsed  after  the  first  sudden  expla 
sion  of  artillery,  before  our  batteries  were  throwing  theii 
shells  with  fatal  precision  into  those  of  the  enemy.  Sc 
horrible  was  the  fire,  that  the  rebels  soon  left  their  piecei 
in  dismay,  and  fled  to  the  woods.  As  the  smoke  lifted,  anc 
disclosed  six  of  them  standing  deserted  in  the  field,  Warrei 
detailed  ten  men  from  each  regiment  to  bring  them  oflE 
They  bounded  forward  with  a  shout,  and  seizing  them  and 
wheeling  them  on  the  retreating  foe,  fired  a  parting  salute, 
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theu  dragged  five  of  them  back  within  their  lines,  amid  the 

wildest  cheering  of  their  comrades.     The  rebel  infantry  now 

charged  Warren's  position,  but  were  met  with  such  a  wither- 

^'^S  fire  that  they  broke  for  the  woods,  to  form  again.    After 

fi^^e    hours  of  fighting,  the  rebel  leaders  gave  it  up,  and 

^^tired  to  the  woods,  from  which  they  kept  up  an  irregular 

^^''tillery  fire  till  dark,  when  they  fell  back  with  a  loss  of 

^^^''^e  thirteen  hundred  in  killed,  wounded  and  prisoners,  six 

P^^ces  of  artillery,  and  two  battle-flags. 

This  was  Warren's  first  battle  as  sole  Commander,  and  the 
he  fought  it  showed  the  highest  skill  and  capacity  as  a 
^rieral.     Meade,  in  his  congratulatory  order,  said :   "  The 
and  promptitude  of  Major-General  Warren,  and  the 
antry  and  bearing  of  the  oflBcers  and  soldiers  of  the 
^oond  Corps,  are  entitled  to  high  commendation." 

Xee,  having  forced  Meade  to  fall  back  to  the  line  of  Bull 
^n,  destroyed  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  railroad  from 
^*^^  Rapidan  to  Manassas.  He  deserved  a  good  deal  of 
y^^^dit  for  this  skillful  movement,  for,  with  an  army  much 
^^^rior  to  Meade's  at  the  outset,  he  had  sent  off  a  large 
^^^^^y  to  reinforce  Bragg ;  then  with  his  comparatively  small 
.  ^^oe,  had  boldly  assumed  the  offensive,  and  forced  our  army 
^'^tc^  a  retreat 

C>n  the  7th  of  the  next  month,  Generals  French  and 

^^^gwick  attacked  a  portion  of  the  rebel  army  at  Kelly's 

taking  about  five  hundred  prisoners.     The  Rappahan- 

Station  was  protected  by  several  strong  forte.     On  the 

^^^"th  side  was  a  fort  and  two  redoubts,  held  by  a  force  two 

^^^^iisand  strong.     Against   these,   French  and   Sedgwick 

^^^2^t  moved,  with  great  rapidity,  and,  having  cut  off  the 

^^^my's  retreat,   stormed   them — the    Sixth  Maine,   Fifth 

Y*  v^consin  and  Fourteenth  New  York  forming  the  assaulting 

^^'^tse.    As  they  dashed  into  the  rifle-pits  and  forts,  a  short 

^^^.  bloody  hand-to-hand    fight    followed — men    actually 
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grasping  each  other's  bayonets,  in  the  close  death  struggle. 
But  in  twenty  minutes  it  was  over,  and  then  a  loud  and 
thrilling  cheer  went  up.  Over  sixteen  hundred  men,  four 
guns,  and  eight  battle-flags,  fell  into  our  hands. 

Lee  now  retired  to  his  old  position  behind  the  Hapidan, 
not  so  jubilant  as  when  he  advanced  across  it  to  drive 
Meade  back  to  the  Rappahannock.  The  latter,  stung  at  the 
audacious  manner  in  which  he  had  been  driven,  by  an  infe- 
rior force,  from  the  Rapidan,  now  made  preparations  to 
advance  again,  and  on  the  26th  of  November,  the  day  after 
the  battle  of  Missionary  Ridge,  the  Second  Corps,  under 
General  Warren,  marched  to  the  Germania  Ford,  and  crossed 
the  river  in  the  afternoon — many  of  the  troops  wading  up 
to  their  necks  in  the  icy  water.  Warren  then  moved  forward, 
and  next  day,  confronted  the  rebel  army.  But  General 
French,  on  the  right,  and  Sykes  on  the  left,  marching  by 
different  routes,  had  not  been  heard  from — in  fact,  the  for- 
mer had  lost  his  way — and  hence,  Warren  could  not  make 
the  attack  he  contemplated.  But,  at  sundown,  he  advanced 
his  skirmishers,  and,  by  his  brilliant  manoeuvering,  made  the 
enemy  believe  that  he  was  about  to  attack  him,  and  thus 
gained  time  for  the  other  Corps  to  arrive.  Just  before  dark, 
the  First  Corps,  under  Newton,  came  up,  and  at  daylight 
next  morning,  the  Sixth,  under  Sedgwick.  The  line  of 
battle  was  at  once  formed,  and  advanced,  but  the  enemy 
was  gone,  having  decamped  the  night  before.  A  pursuit 
was  immediately  started,  and  the  rear-guard  overtaken. 
But  a  heavy  rain  setting  in,  accompanied  by  a  dense  fog, 
it  was  impossible  to  obtain  accurate  knowledge  of  the 
rebel  position,  which  was  a  very  strong  one,  on  the  west 
bank  of  Mine  Run.  Warren,  however,  determined  if  possible 
to  bring  on  a  battle,  and,  with  an  escort,  advanced  and  made 
a  close  personal  reconnoissance  of  the  enemy's  fortifications. 
So  perilous  was  this  bold  tour  along  the  hostile  lines,  that 
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twenty  men  were  killed  and  wounded  before  it  was  oom- 
pleted.  Warren  having  laid  his  plans,  resolved  to  attack, 
and  the  next  morning  at  daylight,  his  Corps  was  in  motion. 
But  the  whole  day  was  spent  in  manoetivering  his  forces,  in 
the  wooded,  unknown  country,  to  thwart  the  rebel  attempt  to 
get  in  his  rear,  and  to  obtain  the  required  position.  He  report- 
ed to  Meade  that  night,  when  it  was  resolved  that  a  general 
assault  on  the  enemy's  fortifications  should  take  place  at 
eight  o'clock  the  n^xt  morning.  But  Warren  ascertained, 
at  daylight,  that  the  rebel  lines  had  been  entirely  changed 
during  the  night,  and  that  his  force  and  position  were  such 
that  it  would  be  foolhardiness  to  make  the  attempt,  when  as 
yet  tibie  whole  wmy  was  not  up.  Another  plan  was  formed, 
but  abandoned,  aad,  on  the  night  of  tl^e  1st  of  December, 
the  army  recrossed  the  Rapidan,  and  eventually  retired  to 
winter  quarters. 

Thus  ended  the  third  year  of  the  history  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac.  Its  last  operations  had  not  been  successful, 
though  Warren,  the  young  and  recently-made  Major-General, 
had  shown  a  generalship  and  capacity  for  command,  which 
made  him  one  of  the  most  prominent  leaders  in  it,  and 
.marked  him  out  as  one  of  the  main  pillars  on  which  Grant 
was  to  rest  in  his  great  campaign. 

Dming  this  month  (December),  a  brilliant  exploit  was 
performed  by  General  Averill,  who  was  directed  to  destroy 
the  East  Tennessee  and  Virginia  railroad.  It  cannot  be 
described  in  fewer  words  than  in  his  own  language : 

**  I  cut  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  railroad,  at  Salem,  on 
the  16th  instant,  and  arrived  safely  at  this  point  (Edray, 
Pocahontas  County,  W.  Va.,)  with  my  command— consisting 
of  the  Second,  Third  and  Eighth  Virginia  mounted  infantry, 
Fourteenth  Pennsylvania,  Dobson's  battalion  of  cavalry,  and 
Ewing^s  battery  at  Salem. 

•*  Three  depots  were  destroyed,,  containing  two  thousand 

48 
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barrels  of  flour,  ten  thousand  bushels  of  wheat,  one  hundi 
thousand  bushels  of  shelled  com,  fifly  thousand  bushels 
oats,  two  thousand  barrels  of  meat,  several  cords  of  leath 
one  thousand  sacks  of  salt,  thirty-one  boxes  of  clothii 
twenty  bales  of  cotton,  a  large  amount  of  harness,  shoes  s 
saddles,  equipments,  tools,  oil,  tar,  and  various  other  stoi 
and  one  hundred  wagons. 

"  The  telegraph  wire  was  cut,  coiled  and  burned,  for  h 
a  mile.  ir 

"  The  water-station,  turn-table  and  three  cars  were  bum* 
and  the  track  torn  up  and  rails  heated  and  destroyed 
much  as  possible  in  six  hours.  Five  bridges,  and  seve 
culverts,  were  destroyed,  over  an  extent  of  fifteen  milea 

"  A  large  quantity  of  bridge-timber  and  repairing  ma 
rials  were  also  destroyed. 

"  My  march  was  retarded  occasionally  by  the  tempest 
the  mountains,  and  the  icy  roads.     I  was  obliged  to  sw 
my  command,  and  drag  my  artillery  with  ropes,  acn 
Craig's  Creek,  seven  times  in  twenty-four  hours. 

"  On  my  return,  I  found  six  separate  commands — ^un^ 
Generals  Early,  Jones,  Fitz-Hugh  Lee,  Imboden,  Jacksc 
Echols,  and  McCausland— arranged  in  a  line  extending  fn 
Staunton  to  Newport,  upon  all  the  available  roads,  to  p: 
vent  my  return.  I  captured  a  dispatch  from  General  Joi 
to  General  Early,  giving  me  the  position  and  that  of  Jai 
son  at  Clifton  Forge,  and  Covington  was  selected  to  can 

"  I  marched  from  the  front  of  Jones  to  that  of  Jacksc 
at  night.  His  outposts  were  pressed  in,  at  a  gallop,  by  t 
Eighth  Virginia  mounted  infantry,  and  the  two  brid| 
across  Jackson's  River  were  saved,  although  fagots  h 
been  piled  ready  to  ignite. 

"My  column,  about  four  miles  long,  hastened  aero 
regardless  of  the  enemy,  until  all  but  my  ambulances,  a  f 
wagons,  and  one  regimenti  had  passed,  when  a  strong  eff 
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made  to  retake  the  first  bridge,  in  which  they  did  not 
succeed. 

*  *  The  ambulances  and  some  sick  men  were  lost,  and,  by 

tl^e    cSarkness  and  diflSculties,  the  last  regiment  was  detained 

^po  n  the  opposite  side  until  morning.     When  it  was  ascer- 

*^^  i^x  ^d  that  the  enemy  seemed  detfermined  to  maintain  his 

P^^sition   up   the   cliflFs  which    overlooked  the   bridges,   I 

^^^^^^^cd  the  bridges,  which  were  long  and  high,  to  be  de- 

^T'^^^red,  and  the  enemy  immediately  changed  his  position 

*^    "tlae  flank  and  rear  of  the  detachment  which  was  cut  oiF. 

^  s^Tit  orders  to  the  remnants  to  destroy  our  wagons,  and 

^^^^*^xve  to  me  across  the  river,  or  over  the  mountains. 

*  •^  They  swam  the  river,  with  the  loss  of  only  four  men 
^'^-■^^^  were  drowned,    and  joined  me.     In  the  meantime, 

es  of  the  enemy  were  concentrating  upon  me,  at  Calla- 
I's,  over  every  available  road  but  one,  which  was  deemed 
^^  !^^racticable,  but  by  which  I  crossed  over  the  top  of  the 
*^^ghanies  with  my  command,  with  the  exception  of  four 
tsons,  which  were  destroyed  in  order   to   increase  the 
of  the  pieces.     My  loss  is  six  men  drowned,  one  oflScer 
four  men  wounded,  and  four  oflScers  and  ninety  men 
^sing. 

*'We  captured  about  two  hundred  prisoners,  but  have 
stained  but  forty  oflScers  and  eighty  men,  on  account  of 
^*^eir  inability  to  walk.     We  took  also  about  one  hundred 
^tid  fifty  horses. 

"  My  horses  have  subsisted  entirely  ffpon  a  very  poor 
country,  and  the  oflScers  and  men  have  suflfered  cold,  hunger 
and  fatigue  with  remarkable  fortitude.  My  command  has 
marched,  climbed,  slid  and  swum  three  hundred  and  fifty-five 
mile^,  since  the  8th  instant'^ 

The  public  mind,  East,  had  been  kept  in  a  state  of 
excitement  by  other  than  military  eventa  During  Novem- 
ber, the  National  Cemetery  at  Gettysburg,  for  the  burial  of 
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tbe  soldiers  who  fell  there,  was  consecrated,  with  great  ce 
mony — Edward  Everett  delivering  the  Address. 

The  most  important  event  of  December,  however,  was 
proclamation  of  amnesty,  by  the  President,  and  a  propositii 
for  the  admission  of  rebel  States  back  into  the  Union, 
full  pardon  was  granted  to  all  who  would  take  the  folio 
oath,  except  the  class  afterwards  mentioned . 

"  I, ,  do  solemnly  Bwear,  in  presence  of  Almighty  God, 

will  hcnoeforth  faitlifnlly  support,  protect  and  defend  the  Coiistitotion  of  

United  States,  and  the  Union  of  the  States  thereunder ;  and  that  I  wilj^ 
like  manner,  abide  by  and  fiEiithfully  support  all  Acts  of  Congress 
during  the  existing  rebellion  with  reference  to  slaves,  so  long  anid  so 
not  repealed,  modified  or  held  void  by  Congress,  or  by  decision  of 
Supreme  Court ;  and  that  I  will,  in  like  manner,  abide  by  and  faithfully 

Sort  all  proclamations  of  the  President,  made  during  the  existing  rebellS. 
aving  reference  to  slaves,  so  long  and  so  far  as  not  modified  or 
void  by  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court    So  help  me,  God." 


The  persons  excepted  from  the  benefits  of  the  foregoing  provisions,  i 
All  who  are,  or  shall  have  been,  civil  or  diplomatic  officers  or  agents  of 
so-called  Confederate  Government ;  all  who  have  left  judicial  stations 
the  United  States,  to  aid  the  rebellion ;  all  who  are,  or  shall  have 
military  or  naval  officers  of  said  so-called  Confederate  Government, 
the  rank  of  Colonel  in  the  Army,  or  of  Lieutenant  in  the  Navy;  all  "^vBio 
left  seat-s  in  the  United  States  Congress,  to  aid  the  rebellion;  all  -^rlbo 
resigned  commissions  in  the  Army  or  Navy  of  the  United  States,  and  «ft^2»- 
ward  aided  the  rebellion ;  and  all  who  have  engaged  in  any  way  in  troa^i^^ 
colored  persons,  or  white  persons  in  charge  of  such,  otherwise  than  lawfiJ^^ 
as  prisoners  of  war,  and  which  persons  may  have  been  found  in  the  Uni*^ 
States  service  as  soldiers,  seamen,  or  in  any  other  capacity. 

The  following  portion,  relating  to  the  re-establishment  ^ 
the  States  in  the  Union,  was  met  with  a  storm  of  denumoi^ 
tion  by  the  opposition,  as  a  high-handed  attempt  to  sec"tt^^ 
electoral  votes  at  the  Presidential  Election  to  take  place  tl^© 
next  Autumn : 

"  And  I  do  further  proclaim,  declare,  and  make  known,  that  whenever     ^ 
any  of  the  States  of  Arkansas,  Texas,  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Tenne«^^^ 
Alabama,  Georgia,  Vii^nia,  Florida,  South  Carolina  and  North  Ouoliii*^  .* 
number  of  persons,  not  less  than  one-tenth  in  number  of  the  votes  carf  ^ 
such  State  at  the  Presidential  Election  of  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoa«5^ 
eight  hundred  and  sixty,  each  having  taken  the  oath  aforesaid  and  not  hsf*'^ 
since  violated  it,  and  being  a  qualified  voter  by  the  election  law  of  the  St^*^ 
existing  immediately  before  the  so-called  Act  of  Secession,  and  ezclndi^i^ 
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*^  otlwrai  sball  re-establish  a  State  Government  wliicb  shall  he  repnhfican, 
^  ^  1 VI  nowise  contravening  said  oath,  soch  shall  he  recognized  as  the  true 
^J^v-^^Tiinent  of  the  State,  and  the  State  shall  receive  thereunder  the  benefits 
^  't-li.^  Constitutional  provision  which  declares  that  ^  the  United  States  shall 
P^^^'^fc.ntee  to  every  State  in  this  Union  a  republican  form  of  government, 
""^  ^Kl\all  protect  each  of  them  against  invasion,  and,  on  application  of  the 
•latare,  or  the  Executive  (when  the  Legislature  cannot  be  convened), 
Kxst  domestic  violence.' 
^^-*^d  I  do  further  proclaim,  declare,  and  make  known  that  any  provision 
'^^^^^li  may  be  adopted  by  such  State  Government  in  relation  to  the  freed 
*le  of  such  State,  which  shall  recognize  and  declare  their  permanent 
x^  ^om,  provide  for  their  education,  and  which  may  yet  be  consistent,  as  a 
^^^^t^^rary  anangenaent,  with  their  present  condition  as  a  laboring,  landless 
^  ?-  komeless  class,  will  not  be  objected  to  by  the  National  Executive.  And 
j^  ^^  Boggested  as  not  improper,  that,  in  constructing  a  loyal  State  Govem- 
^l^^^'^  in  any  State,  the  name  of  the  State,  the  boundary,  the  subdivisions, 
^^  C3onstitution,  and  the  general  code  of  laws,  as  before  the  rebellion,  be 
~''<itained,  subject  only  to  the  modifications  made  necessary  by  the  condi- 
i  heretofore  stated,  and  such  others,  if  any,  not  contravening  said 
l^^iUons,  and  which  may  be  deemed  expedient  by  those  framing  tlie  new 
*^te  Gk>vemment. 
^^  To  avoid  misimdemtandiB^,  it  may  be  proper  to  say  that  this  proclamar 
^^n,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  State  Governments,  has  no  reference  to  States 
^^lereiD  loyal  State  €rovemments  have  all  the  while  been  maintained.  And, 
^>r  the  same  reason^  it  niay  be  proper  to  further  say,  that  whether  members 
^«nt  to  Congress  from  any  Stale  shall  be  admitted  to  scats,  constitutionally 
^|estB  ezchisively  with  the  respective  Houses,  and  not  to  any  extent  with  the 
^[zeentive.  And  still  further,  that  this  proclamation  is  intended  to  present 
^e  people  of  the  States  wherein  the  National  authoiity  has  been  suspended, 
9ttid  loyal  State  Governments  have  been  subverted,  a  mode  in  and  by  which 
the  National  and  loyal  State  Grovemments  may  be  re-established  within  said 
States,  or  in  any  of  them ;  and,  while  the  mode  presented  is  the  best  the 
Executive  ean  suggest,  with  his  present  impressions,  it  must  not  be  under- 
■tood  that  DO  other  possible  mode  would  be  acceptabb. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  the  City  of  Washington,  the  eighth  day  of  De- 
eeraber,  A.  D.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-three,  and  of  the  Inde- 
pendesMse  of  the  United  States  of  America  the  eighty-eighth. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN.'* 

All  duriag  the  Antumn,  political  matters  agitated  the 
public  mind  alQK)6t  as  mnch  as  events  in  the  field 
Schenck's  military  orders  with  regard  to  elections  in  Mary- 
land and  Delaware,  were  denounced  as  an  attempt  to  control 
the  polls  with  the  bayonet ;  and  all  felt  that  the  fierce  party 
itrife  that  was  to  be  waged  the  coming  year,  would  test  the 
stabiKty  of  our  Government  more  than  anything  that  had 
yet  transpired — and  trembled  to  contemplate  it. 
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The  Army  of  the  Potomac,  as  we  have  noticed,  we] 
winter  quarters  near  Washington,  confronted  by  the  rebc 
under  Lee ;  and  Grant's  army  did  the  same  at  Chattano 
front  of  Bragg.  The  calls,  from  time  to  time,  for  volu 
had  amounted  to  a  prodigious  number,  and  still  tl 
seemed  as  far  from  being  over  as  ever,  and  it  becami 
evident  that  a  radical  change  must  be  made  in  the  mc 
carrying  it  on.  Scott's  original  plan  was,  to  have  twc 
armies  move  simultaneously — one  down  the  Valley 
Mississippi,  and  another  along  the  Eastern  coast — ^and  d 
the  enemy  before  them,  finally  crush  him  somewhere 
Southern  States.  McClellan's  plan  was  the  same ;  a 
movements  West  commenced  almost  simultaneously  wi 
The  recall  of  the  army  from  before  Richmond,  broke  \ 
plan,  and  ever  since,  in  the  East,  the  Government  had  b< 
cupied  in  defending  its  own  Capital.  This  course,  it  was 
must  be  brought  to  a  close,  or  the  war  never  would  be  < 
Halleck  was  evidently  unequal  to  tlie  task  of  graspin 
carrying  out  a  great  plan ;  and  the  Secretary  of  Wt 
no  better.  Congress,  had  only  made  matters  won 
its  interference,  and  resolved,  at  last,  to  abandon  i 
compel  the  Cabinet  to  do  the  same,  and  so  passed  a 
creating  the  oflBce  of  Lieutenant-General — evidently  f 
purpose  of  giving  General  Grant  that  rank.  The  Pre 
at  once  nominated  him,  and  his  confirmation  took  a 
load  firom  the  public  heart.  A  military  man,  with  the 
to  grasp  and  the  energy  to  carry  out  a  great  plai 
embrace  the  vast  field  of  operations,  was  at  last  at  the 
of  the  national  forces,  and  it  was  plain  that  the  day  of  * 
nuncs  "  at  Washington  was  over.  The  mighty  power 
North,  which  had  been  hurled  hither  and  thither  witl 
blind  energy,  was  to  be  held  calmly  in  hand,  and  mt 
move  like  the  steady,  resistless  tide  of  the  ocean,  c 
rebel  forces. 
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jvious,  however,  to  the  commencement  of  this  new 
orfi^r  of  things,  and  as  if  designed  by  Providence  as  a 
px'eparation,  a  movement  was  made  by  Sherman  into  Central 
dppi.  Placing  a  cavalry  force  of  nearly  eight  thou- 
nnder  General  W.  F.  Smith,  with  orders  to  start  on  the 
1st  of  Febmary  from  Memphis,  and  to  move  toward 
[ian,  he  himself,  on  the  3rd  of  February,  with  a  force 
a.l)out  twenty  thousand  infantry  and  twelve  hundred 
',  and  provisions  for  twenty  days,  took  his  departure 
Vicksburg.  His  march  was  easterly,  across  the  Big 
River,  by  way  of  Champion  Hills,  Clinton  and  Jack^ 
Moving  rapidly  eastward — scattering  the  astonished 
^iienay  as  he  advanced — ^by  the  middle  of  the  month,  he  was 
^t  Meridian,  the  center  of  a  network  of  railroads.  Here  he 
"^ted,  and  waited  for  Smith's  cavalry,  but  it  did  not  come. 
Tlxis  officer  did  not  start  till  the  11th,  and  had  advanced 
^'Jy  a  little  beyond  Okalona,  when  he  was  met  by  the 
^Hemy,  Ordering  a  retreat,  he  was  attacked  and  defeated 
^^^tdly,  and  finally  succeeded  in  reaching  Memphis  with  his 
command  completely  disorganized.  Sherman  intended  to 
cut  off  Mobile  from  Johnston,  who  had  succeeded  Bragg  in 
the  command  of  the  Confederate  army ;  confuse  and  cut  up, 
^s  much  as  possible,  Polk's  army,  that  was  confronting  him ; 
destroy  military  depots,  supplies,  &c. ;  and,  if  everything 
should  work  favorably,  swoop  down  oij  Mobile,  on  which  Far- 
^^^^t  was  pounding.  But  Smith's  defeat  put  a  stop  to  his 
^^^ementa  He  did  not  dare  to  advance  further  without 
^^t  Cavalry  force,  and  so  he  leisurely  retraced  his  steps  to 
^^t^burg,  followed  at  a  respectful  distance  by  his  cautious 
**^^wary. 

^is  expedition  was  designed  to  be  an  important  one,  and 

^  public  expected  great  results  from  it;  but  the  failure 

^lie  cavalry  force  to  co-operate  with  it,  converted  it  into 

^^d.     Yet,  in  moving  across  the  whole  State  of  Missis- 
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sippi,  for  a  hundred  and  thirty  miles,  he  had  not  merely 
cansed  great  destruction^  and  terror  among  the  inhabitants,  ' ' 
but  had  tested  practically  the  capacity  of  the  country  to 
feed  an  army,  and  doubtless  obtained  that  knowledge  whidi 
afterward  made  him^  attempt  the  bold  and  daring  siarch 
aerosa  the  State  of  Georgia. 
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CHAPTER   XXII. 

T  AT  THE  HSAD  OF  ALL  OUR  ARMIES — SHERMAN  APPOINTED  OVER  ORAST^a 
PARTMSNT  WEST — A  SURVEY  OF  THE  WHOLE  FIELD — FARRAOUT  AT  MO- 
a— -CALL  FOR  FtVX  BUNMIED  TH€HJ8AKD  MEIT — BUTLER's  FAILURE  BEFORE 
SM09D — THE  EXPEDITION  INTO  FLOMDA  tTNDEH  GENERAL  SEYMOUR-^ 
rXLS  OF  OLUSTEE — EILPATRICK's  OOLD  AXTEMPI  TO  UBSRATS  OUB 
BONERS  IN  RICHMOND— DEATH  OF  COLONEL  DiWHLQRSN— FO&RRSt's   RAIi> 

KENTUCKY — SURRENDER   OF   UNION   CITY ATTACK   ON    PADUCAH— DAS- 

iDLY    CONDUCT   OF   THE   REBELS — ATTACK   ON    FORT    PILLOW — THE    MAS- 

?RE THE  REBELS  ATTACK  PLYMOUTH,  NORTH  CAROLINA— A   REBEL   IRON- 

U2  ATTACKS  TBS  MIAMI  ANB  BOUTHFIELB,  SINKING  THE  LATTB^^EVAGUA-* 
»K   OJT  PLYMOUra— ^POPULAR  INDIONAnON. 

VEB.TTHING  now  seemed  ready  for  the  great  change 

that  took  place  the  next  mcttth,  when  laentenant- 

eral  Grant  was  put  at  the  head  of  aU  the  armies  of  the 

on,    The  same  order  of  the  12th  of  March^  that  gave 

this  high  position,  assigned  to  Sherman  the  command 
the  Department  of  the  Mississippi — composed  of  the 
or  Departments  of  the  Ohio,  the  Cumberland,  the  Ten- 
tee,  and  Arkansas — in  short,  the  command  vacated  by 
nt  Under  him,  was  a  group  of  Meutenants  rarely 
fiJed,  never  surpassed^  in  any  army — McPherson,  Hooker, 
mas,  Howard,  Horlbut,  Logan  and  Scho&eld.  It  was  a 
2d  army,  and  grandly  officered.  * 

rrant,  in  Washington,  at  once  went  back  to  the  original 
tary  plan  of  moving  two  armies  simultaneously  south — 
ea^  and  the  other  west  of  the  Alleghanie&     Richmond 

Atlanta  were  the  objective  points^  which,  when  once 
;hed — ^the  former  the  head,  and  the  latter  the  heart  of 

Confederacy — ^the  two  mighty  armies  could  steadily? 


* 
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approach  each  other,  crushing  and  grinding  whatever  laj 
between  them.  As  Grant,  from  his  high  position,  took  f 
glance  at  the  work  before  him,  what  a  spectacle  met  hi 
gaze !  Never  before  had  one  Commander  surveyed  such  i 
vast  field  of  operations,  and  looked  over  such  a  might] 
array,  subject  to  his  single  control.  From  the  Potomac  U 
the  Rio  Grande,  for  five  thousand  miles,  arose  the  smoke  ol 
camp-fires,  and  stood  embattled  hosts  awaiting  his  bidding 
To  aid  him  in  the  gigantic  task  before  him,  six  hundrec 
vessels  of  war  lined  the  rivers  and  darkened  the  coast  foi 
twenty-five  hundred  miles,  while  four  thousand  guns  laj 
ready  to  send  their  stern  summons  into  rebel  defensea 

Soon,  the  efifect  of  Grant's  grand  designs  began  to  bt 
felt,  though  scarcely  seen  by  the  public  eye.  Railwayi 
groaned  under  the  weight  of  soldiers  returning  to  thei 
regiments;  the  rivers  were  black  with  transports  bearing 
ordnance  and  supplies,  and  the  entire  North  trembled  unde: 
the  tremendous  preparations  going  forward.  It  was  no  singh 
isolated  battle  that  Grant  contemplated,  but  mighty,  unceas 
ing  blows  to  be  dealt  by  the  colossal  force  under  his  com 
mand.  It  was  to  be  a  final  struggle  between  the  North  anc 
South — the  last  fatal  interlocking  of  the  two  giants  in  f 
death  grapple. 

We  needed  a  practical  head  like  his,  over  the  Nav^ 
Department.  If  the  naval  power  of  the  South  had  boriM 
any  proportion  to  its  land  forces,  this  want  would  have  beei 
felt  in  a  deplorable  manner.  But  our  naval  strength  was  8c 
overwhelmingly  preponderant,  that  great  disasters  wen 
almost  impossible.  But  the  feelings  of  our  naval  Commander 
may  be  gathered  from  Farragut's  dispatches  from  befort 
Mobile,  on  the  outer  forts  of  whose  Bay  he  was  fiercely 
pounding,  while  Sherman  was  traversing  the  State  of  Mil 
sissippi  with  the  hope  of  lending  him  a  helping  hand.  I 
the  latter  part  of  January,  he  had  made  a  bold  roconnoissanc 
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\){  Forts  Morgan  and  Gaines,  and,  as  a  result  of  his  observa- 
ions,  wrote  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  that  he  was  satis- 
ied  that  if  he  had  had  but  a  single  iron-clad^  he  could  have 
destroyed  the  whole  force  in  the  Bay,  and  reduced  the 
>rts  at  his  leisure."  In  the  latter  part  of  February,  he 
[lelled  Fort  Powell.  Two  or  three  months  later,  he  wrote : 
I  deeply  regret  that  the  Department  has  not  been  able  to 
ive  us  one  of  the  many  iron-clads  that  are  ofiF  Charleston 
ad  on  the  Mississippi.  I  have  always  looked  for  the  latter, 
ut  it  appears  that  it  takes  us  twice  as  long  to  build  an  iron- 
lad  as  any  one  else.  It  looks  as  if  the  contractors  and  the 
ites  were  against  us.  While  the  rebels  are  bending  their 
'•hole  energies  to  the  war,  our  people  are  expecting  the 
rar  to  close  by  default,  and  if  they  do  not  awake  to  a  sense 
f  their  danger  soon,  it  will  be  so."  This  was  very  plain 
ftlk,  by  one  who  stood  at  the  head  of  the  navy,  to  the 
Jecretary,  and  shows  how  dififerently  things  would  have 
)een  managed  if  he  had  been  allowed  to  control  matters. 

Between  the  victory  of  Chattanooga  and  the  next  May, 
Krhen  Grant  would  be  ready  to  bfigin  his  great  simultaneous 
movement  of  the  two  grand  armies  of  the  republic,  there 
wras  conifiderable  activity  in  military  afiFairs  in  various  parts 
of  the  country.  In  January,  quite  a  fight  occurred  at 
Strawberry  Plains,  Tennessee,  and  the  rebels  obtained  some 
Buccesses  in  Western  Virginia.  The  President's  proclama- 
tion, on  the  1st  of  February,  ordering  a  draft  for  five 
hundred  thousand  men  to  be  made  on  the  10th  day  of 
March,  showed  what  mighty  preparations  were  in  prospect 

Butler,  having  heard  that  Richmond  was  weakly  garri- 
Bcmed,  started  an  expedition  to  liberate  the  prisoners  there^ 
bat  it  turned  out  a  miserable  failure. 

One  of  the  most  important  expeditions — or,  at  least,  most 
talked  about — ^was  one  under  General  Seymour,  that  left 
Port  Royal,  the  fore  part  of  the  month,  for  Jacksonville, 
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Florida.      It  was    composed    of  twenty  steamers,  eig 
schooners,  and  about  five  thousand  troops.     It  left  Hil 
Head  on  the  morning  of  the  6th,  and  occupied  Jackson 
the  next  day.     Gillmore,  the  Commander  of  the  Departme 
said  the  object  of  the  expedition  was :  First,  to  procure 
outlet  for  cotton,  lumber,  timber,  &c.     Second,  to  cut 
one  of  the  enemy's  sources  of  supplies.     Third,  to  ob 
recruits  for  any  colored  regiments.     And  last,  "  to  inau 
rate  measures  for  the  speedy  restoration  of  Florida  to 
allegiance,  in  accordance  with  instructions  Teceived  Jrom 
President^  by  the  hcmdsof  Major  John  Hajf^  Assistant  Ac^tdasr- 
GeneraV^    The  three  first  reasons  might  as  well  have 
omitted,  as  the  last  was  the  true  one.     Seymour,  in  acco 
ance  with  his  instructions,  pushed  a  force  on  to  Bald 
twenty  miles  from  Jacksonville,  while  another  portion 
sent  forward  to  Sanderson.     These  preliminary  steps  bex 
taken,  Gillmore  returned  to  Jacksonville,  leaving  Seymo 
in  command  in  the  field.     The  latter,  on  Ins  own  respoxa. 
bility,  now  determined  to  advance  inland  a  hundred  mil 
without  supplies,  in  order  to  destroy  the  railroad,  near  "fc 
Savannah  River.     On  the  18th,  the  army  left  its  camp 
Jacksonville,  in  light  marching  order,  with  ten  days^  ratio: 
and  made  sixteen  miles,  over  bad  roads,  that  day. 
next  day,  it  marched  seventeen  miles,  and  encamped  a1> 
place  called  BarberV     In  the  morning,  the  march 
resumed,  the  objective  point  being  Lake  City,  nearly 
miles  distant ;  but  the  columns  had  proceeded  only 
or  eighteen  miles,  when  the  enemy^s  skirmishers  were  m 
Pushing  these  back  four  miles,  the  army  came  upon   t^^^ 
rebels  in  force.     The  columns  were  at  once  deployed, 
Hamilton's  battery  ordered  forward  to  within  a  hundred 
fifty  yards  of  the  hostile  line.     This  close  proximity,  ^^' 
eourse,  brought  the  gunners  completely  under  the  fire  of  tK^^ 
sharpshooters.     It  went  in  with  four  pieces,  fifty  horsed 
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eighty-two  men  and  four  oflBcers.     In  twenty  minutes,  half 
of  the  guns^  half  of  the  officers,  more  than  half  of  the  men, 
Mid  all  but  ten  of  the  horses,  were  lost.     The  different  regi- 
ments, as  they  came  into  position,  were  met  by  a  murderous 
fi^^e.      One  broke,  another  got  out  of  place,  and  yet  the 
conflict  raged  with  terrible  ferocity.     Seymour  was  every- 
'^^l^ere  present,  apparently  reckless  of  death,  striving  to  win 
*he   batde  thus  suddenly,  unexpectedly  thrown  upon  him; 
l>^l   his  efforts  were  all  in  vain.     He  succeeded  only  in 
^*^^^lding  the  men  to  a  useless  slaughter.     From  two  o'clock 
^^11  dark,  the  contest  was  close  and  deadly,  when,  as  if  by 
^^utual  consent,  it  ceased,  and  Seymour,  leaving  most  of  his 
"^''ouiided  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  withdrew,  and  the 
*^^X>ps,  foot-sore  and  weary,  marched  all  night  to  Barber's — 
*^^viiig  marched  over  thirty  miles,  and  fought  for  four  hours, 
^ince  the  previous  morning.     The  next  morning  (Sunday), 
^^^  ^shattered,  dispirited  army  continued  its  retreat,  and  did 
^ot  rest  till  it  reached  its  old  camps  at  Jacksonville.     Over 
^^e-fifth  of  the  army  of  five  thousand  men,  and  five  pieces 
^^    artillery,  were  lost'  in  this  disastrous  fights-called  the 
^^tle  of  Olustee,  because  it  occurred  a  few  miles  from  this 
r^^Aioad  station.     The  whole  affair  caused  a  great  deal  of 
^^ognation,  and,  as  in  the  case  of  all  foolish,  unsuccessful 
J^^^5^ditions,  every  one  engaged  in  it  was  blamed  by  turns. 
^^  ^^^  the  President  and  Hay — whom  he  had  made  Major  on 
*^^^^^i8e  to  accompany  the  expedition — were  blamed ;  now 
our,  for  being  ambuscaded,   and  now  Gillmore,  for 
^)wing  it  to  be  so  miserably  conducted.     So,  too,  the 
>renth  New  Hampshire,  and  a  colored  regiment,  were 
of  losing  the  battle  by  their  poltroonry.     Of  course, 
investigation  was  called  for,  while  the  newspapers  dis- 
^^^ased  it  freely,  without  waiting  for  its  developments.     Gill- 
x>re  asserted  that  Seymour  moved  inland  in  direct  violation 
his  orders,  and,  after  he  started,  required  him,  his  superior, 
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to  make  a  naval  demonstration  in  his  behalf.     Seymour 
not  seen  fit  to  tell  how  much  the  presence  of  Major  Hay- 
to  do  with  this  departure  from  the  course  marked  out  for  hirr 
by  Gillmore.     We  suspect  it  would  be  hard  to  fix  the 
on  any  one  man.     It  was  one  of  those  shrewd  little  pla: 
got  up  between  those  at  Washington  and  some  civilians  ai 
officers — the  success  of  which  was  intended  to  astonish  t 
country,  and  show  that  all  the  wisdom  did  not  rest  in  milita  ,r 
quartera     All  that  need  be  said  of  it  is,  it  was  a  foolS^  -^ 
expedition  fi'om  the  start — badly  carried  out,  and  a  tofc.  s^bI 
disgraceful  failure. 

The  rebel  General,  Patton  Anderson,  soon  after  the  bat^fc^^e^ 
did  an  act  which  should  be  mentioned  to  his  honor.      DEife 
made  out  and  sent  in  a  complete  list  of  all  our  prisoners         in 
his  hands,  both  white  and  colored,  together  with  a 
tion  of  the  character  of  the  injuries  of  each  of  the  woun^ 
This  conduct  was  the  more  noticeable,  being  in  such  strikdL  'Mig 
contrast  with  the  brutality  shown  to  the  blacks  at  P'^^rt 
Wagner  and  other  places. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  month,  Kilpatrick  started  on     Ibis 
great  raid  for  the  relief  of  our  prisoners  in  Richmond,  wlmi^h 
were  reported  to  be  in  a  most  sufiering  condition.     Kno'V- 
ing  that  the  rebel  Capital  was  weakly  garrisoned,  he  thon^^t 
that  he  might,  by  a  sudden  dash,  enter  it  and  release  tb^^"^ 
before  a  sufficient  force  could  be  brought  up  to  arrest 
progress.     His  plan  was  submitted  to  the  President 
Secretary  of  War,  and  after  due  deliberation  accepted,  ai^  ^ 
on  the  last  day  of  February,  this  daring  leader,  with  fi> 
thousand  chosen  men,  left  his  camp  at  Stevensburg, 
marched  for  Ely's  Ford,  on  the  Rapidan.     By  the  aid  ol 
daring  scout  named  Hogan,  he  succeeded  in  capturing  tl^^^ 
entire  picket  stationed  there,  without  giving  the  alarm.    HT^^ 
then    pushed    rapidly  forward,   and  at  daylight  reache^^ 
Spottsylvania  Court  House.     Elated  with  his  successftil  starts 
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3  now  moved  rapidly  towards  the  Beaver  Dam  Station,  on 
le  Virginia  Central  railroad,  which  he  reached  at  four 
clock,  and  where  he  went  into  camp  for  a  few  hours. 
olonels  Dahlgren  and  Cook,  with  five  hundred  men,  had 
jen  sent  across  the  James  River,  to  move  down  its  south 
mk  and  release  the  prisoners  at  Belle  Isle,  and  then  with 
Lem  join  Kilpatrick  in  the  city,  who  was  to  enter  it  by  the 
rook  turnpike.  The  latter  carried  the  first  line  of  rebel 
orks,  within  two  miles  of  the  Capital,  and  opened  on  it 
ith  his  artillery,  the  sound  of  which  was  to  be  the  signal 
•r  Dahlgren  to  advance.  The  latter,  however,  misled  by  a 
3gro  guide,  did  not  appear,  and  Kilpatrick,  disappointed 
L  not  having  his  co-operation,  and  finding  the  rebel  defenses 
ronger  than  he  had  anticipated,  now  spent  some  hours  in 
Hjonnoiterlng  to  see  if  he  could  not  find  a  weak  place 
here  he  could  dash  in.  In  the  meantime,  the  city  was 
irown  into  the  wildest  consternation.  The  bells  were  rung, 
id  couriers  sent  off  to  hurry  up  the  troops  on  the  Chicka- 
ominy.  Finding  the  obstacles  in  front  of  him  too  great  to 
e  surmounted,  and  the  hostile  forces  concentrating  fast,  he 
'as  compelled  reluctantly  to  abandon  his  bold  design,  and  see 
)  the  safety  of  his  command.  Falling  back,  he  swept  around 
licfamond  to  the  Chickahominy,  which  he  crossed,  at  Meadow 
tridge,  and  Went  into  camp  in  the  midst  of -a  driving  storm  of 
leet,  and  hail,  and  snow.  Here  he  was  attacked  by  a  heavy 
)rce,  but  succeeded,  after  a  sharp  fight,  in  repulsing  it,  and 
loving  ofiF  to  Old  Church,  again  went  into  camp,  to  wait 
16  arrival  of  his  scattered  detachments.  During  the  day, 
ley  all  came  in  except  Dahlgren's  command.  At  length, 
earing  that  the  latter  was  over  the  Pamunkey,  and  making 
is  way  towards  Gloucester  Point,  he  moved  leisurely  down 
le  Peninsula,  and  arrived  safely  at  Yorktown.  Dahlgren, 
ecoming  separated  in  the  darkness  from  his  main  body, 
»aght  his  way,  with  a  hundred  men,  to  within  three  miles 
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of  King  and  Queen  Court-House,  where  be  fell  into  an 
ambuscade  and  was  shot  down,  and  all  but  seventeen  of  hu 
party  killed  or  taken  prisoners.  The  body  of  this  gallant 
young  officer  was  shamefully  maltreated,  and  buried  in  the 
middle  of  the  road  by  the  rebels,  to  show  their  savage  hata 
They  asserted,  in  extenuation  of  their  conduct,  that  a  ps^er 
was  found  in  his  pocket,  directing  that  Richmond  when 
captured  should  be  laid  in  ashes  and  given  over  to  plander. 
This  raid  had  a  special,  noble  object  in  view,  which  would 
sanction  the  taking  of  heavy  risks. 

The  sudden  appearance  of  the  rebels,  the  latter  part  of 
this  same  month,  in  the  western  part  of  Kentucky,  took  the 
country  by  surprise. 

On  the  24th  of  March,  Forrest^  in  command  of  the  rebel 
forces,  attacked  Union  City,  which  was  surrendered  by 
Colonel  Hawkins,  the  Commander,  in  a  manner  that  called 
forth  the  bitterest  condemnation.  The  next  day,  the  com* 
bined  rebel  force,  numbering  in  all  six  thousand  men, 
attacked  Paducah,  which  post  was  held  by  Colonel  S.  G. 
Hicks,  with  six  hundred  and  fifty-five  men.  On  the  approach 
of  the  enemy.  Colonel  Hicks  retired  into  Fort  Anderson 
with  his  little  band,  resolved  to  hold  it  to  the  last  extremity, 
while  some  gunboats  in  the  river,  commanded  by  Captain 
Shirk,  moved  up  to  his  assistance.  Forrest  advanced  to 
the  attack,  but  failed  to  make  any  impression  on  the  fort 
He  then  sent  a  flag  of  truce  to  Colonel  Hicks,  demanding 
the  surrender  of  the  place,  saying  in  conclusion,  "  If  you 
surrender,  you  shall  be  treated  as  prisoners  of  war,  but  if  I 
have  to  storm  your  works,  you  may  expect  no  quarter.** 
Hicks  very  quietly  replied,  that  he  had  been  placed  there 
by  his  Government  to  defend  the  post,  and  should  do  it 
Forrest,  however,  made  a  base  use  of  the  flag  of  truce,  and 
advanced  his  troops,  while  the  negotiations  were  going  on, 
to  advantageous  positions.     His  sharpshooters  also,  mingled 
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"with  the  women  and  children  that  had  been  sent  out  of  town 
to  avoid  danger,  and  picked  oflf  the  oflScers  of  the  gunboats, 
knowing  that  they  could  not  be  fired  on  without  killing  the 
-women  and  children.  They  also  placed  women  in  front  of 
their  lines  as  they  moved  towards  the  fort — a  piece  of 
dastardly  cowardice  that  can  hardly  be  believed  of  any 
American. 

Forrest  made  three  desperate  assaults  on  the  place  during 
the  day,  but  each  time  was  met  with  such  a  destructive  fire 
that  he  was  repulsed  with  a  loss  of  three  hundred  killed 
and  about  a  thousand  wounded,  while  on  our  side  only 
sixty  were  killed  or  wounded.  Finding  that  Colonel  Hicks 
could  be  neither  frightened  nor  forced  into  a  surrender,  he 
withdrew,  and  on  the  12th  of  next  month — the  anniversary 
of  the  attack  on  Fort  Sumter — drove  in  the  pickets  of  the 
garrisoti  of  Fort  Pillow.  This  fort  was  situated  on  a  high 
bluff  on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi,  and  was  garrisoned 
with  five  hundred  and  fifty-seven  men — two  hundred  and 
sixty-two  of.  whom  were  colored  troops. 

MASSACRE   AT   FORT   WLLOW. 

The  attack  was  naade  at  sunrise.  Major  Booth,  of  the 
colored  troops,  the  senior  in  command,  was  killed  about  nine 
o'clock,  and  Major  Bradford  succeeded  him.  Forrest  pressed 
his  attack  vigorously,  up  to  three  o'clock,  but  without  any 
success.  The  gunboat  New  Era,  Captain  Marshall,  threw 
its  shells  with  great  effect  into  the  rebel  ranks,  causing  them 
to  flee  from  one  ravine  into  another,  as  she  shifted  from  one 
position  to  another  in  answer  to  the  signals  from  the  fort. 
Forrest,  finding  that  he  could  not  carry  the  place  by  assault, 
resorted  to  a  flag  of  truce,  under  cover  of  which,  with  true 
Mexican  duplicity,  he  determined  to  gain  a  position  that 
woald  enable  him,  with  a  single  dash,  to  get  into  the  fort   He 
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now  demanded  a  surrender  of  the  place,  and  Major  Bradford 
asked'  an  hour  in  which  to  consult  with  his  officers.  Forrest 
replied  that  he  would  give  him  but  twenty  minutes,  and  in 
the  meantime  moved  his  men  along  a  ravine  to  the  position 
he  desired.  Bradford  rejecting  the  summons  to  surrender, 
the  rebels  made  a  sudden  rush,  and,  with  the  cry,  ''No 
quarter !  "  cleared  the  ramparts  with  a  bound.  There  was 
no  fighting — overwhelmed  by  superior  numbers,  the  troops, 
black  and  white,  threw  down  their  arms,  and  precipitated 
themselves  down  the  steep  bluflf  near  the  fort — some  hiding 
themselves  under  the  brush  that  lined  the  river  shore — 
some  taking  refuge  in  the  water  itself,  and  lying  with 
their  heads  just  far  enough  out  to  allow  them  to  breathe. 
Then  commenced  a  scene  of  cruelty  and  murder  thai 
finds  its  parallel  in  our  land  only  in  Forts  Mimms  and 
Raisin.  All  of  the  savage  was  there — the  thirst  for  blood, 
remorseless  hate  and  barbarity,  and  fiendish  yells — all  but 
the  scalping-knife.  Neither  sex,  nor  age,  nor  color,  was 
spared — everything  went  down  before  that  bloody  onslaught 
Even  children  were  hacked  to  death  or  coolly  shot  down, 
^hile  their  tearful,  despairing  faces  were  turned  pleadingly 
•on  their  murderers.  The  sick  were  not  spared  by  these 
iiends,  who  seemed  determined  to  enact  a  scene  that 
should  shock  the  civilized  world.  The  matter  was  one  that 
demanded  some  official  action,  and  the  Joint  Committee  on 
the  Conduct  and  Expenditures  of  the  War  appointed  Messrs. 
Wade  and  Gooch  a  sub-committee  to  proceed  to  the  spot, 
and  investigate  it.  That  we  may  not  seem  to  exaggerate 
the  conduct  of  the  rebels,  we  quote  a  portion  of  the  report 
•of  this  Committee : 

"  Immediately  after  the  second  flag  of  truce  retired,  the 
rebels  made  a  rush  from  the  positions  they  had  so  treache^ 
ously  gained,  and  obtained  possession  of  the  fort,  raising 
the    cry   of    *  No  quarter ! '     But    little    opportunity  was 
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allowed  for  resistance.  Our  troops,  black  and  white,  threw 
down  their  arms,  and  sought  to  escape  by  running  down 
the  steep  bluff  near  the  fort,  and  secreting  themselves  behind 
trees  and  logs,  in  the  bushes,  and  under  the  brush — some 
even  jumping  into  the  river,  leaving  only  their  heads  above 
the  water,  as  they  crouched  down  under  the  bank. 

"  Then  followed  a  scene  of  cruelty  and  murder  without  a 
parallel  in  civilized  warfare,  which  needed  but  the  tomahawk 
and  scalping-knife  to  exceed  the  worst  atrocities  ever  com- 
mitted by  savages.    The  rebels  commenced  an  indiscriminate 
slaughter,  sparing  neither  age  nor  sex,   white  nor  black, 
soldier  or  civilian.     The  oflScers  and  men  seemed  to  vie 
with  each  other  in  the  devilish  work;  men,  women,  and 
even  children,  wherever  found,  were  deliberately  shot  down, 
beaten,  and  hacked  with  sabres ;  some  of  the  children,  not 
more  than  ten  years  old,  were  forced  to  stand  up  and  face 
their  murderers,  while  being  shot ;  the  sick  and  the  wounded 
Were  butchered  without  mercy — the  rebels  even  entering  the 
hospital-building,  and  dragging  them  out  to   be  shot,  or 
tilling  them  as  they  lay  there  unable  to  offer  the  least 
resistance.     All  over  the  hill-side,  the  work  of  murder  was 
going  on ;  numbers  of  our  men  were  collected  together  in 
lines  or  groups,  and  deliberately  shot ;  some  were  shot  while 
in  the  river,  while  others  on  the  bank  were  shot,  and  their 
bodies  kicked  into  the  water,  many  of  them  still  living  but 
unable   to  make  any  exertions  to  save  themselves  from 
drowning.     Some  of  the  rebels  stood  on  the  top  of  the  hill, 
or  a  short  distance  down  its  side,  and  called  to  our  soldiers 
to  come  up  to  them,  and  as  they  approached,  shot  them  .^ 

down  in  cold  blood;  if  their  guns  or  pistols  missed  fire, 
forcing  them  to  stand  there  until  they  were  again  prepared 
to  fire.  All  around  were  heard  cries  of  '  No  quarter ! ' 
'  No  quarter ! '  '  Kill  the  damned  niggers ;  shoot  them 
down ! '    All  who  asked  for  mercy,  were  answered  by  the 
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most  cruel  taunts  and  sneers.  Some  were  spared  for  a  time, 
only  to  be  murdered  under  circumstances  of  greater  cruelty. 
No  cruelty  which  the  most  fiendish  malignity  could  devise, 
was  omitted  by  these  murderers.  One  white  soldier,  who 
was  wounded  in  one  leg  so  as  to  be  unable  to  walk,  was 
made  to  stand  up  while  his  tormentors  shot  him ;  others  who 
were  wounded  and  unable  to  stand,  were  held  up  and  again 
shot.  One  negro,  who  had  been  ordered  by  a  rebel  officer 
to  hold  his  horse,  was  killed  by  him  when  he  remounted ; 
another,  a  mere  child,  whom  an  officer  had  taken  up  behind 
him  on  his  horse,  was  seen  by  Chalmers,  who  at  once  ordered 
the  officer  to  put  him  down  and  shoot  him,  which  was  done. 
The  huts  and  tents  in  which  many  of  the  wounded  had 
sought  shelter,  were  set  on  fire,  both  that  night  and  the 
next  morning,  while  the  wounded  were  still  in  them — those 
only  escaping  who  were  able  to  get  themselves  out,  or  who 
could  prevail  on  others  less  injured  than  themselves  to  help 
them  out ;  and  even  some  of  those  thus  seeking  to  escape 
the  flames,  were  met  by  those  ruffians  and  brutally  shot 
down,  or  had  their  brains  beaten  out.  One  man  was  delib- 
erately fastened  down  to  the  floor  of  a  tent,  face  upward, 
by  means  of  nails  driven  through  his  clothing  and  into  the 
boards  under  him,  so  that  he  could  not  possibly  escape,  and 
then  the  tent  set  on  fire ;  another  was  nailed  to  the  side  of 
a  building  outside  of  the  fort,  and  then  the  building  set  on 
fire  and  burned.  The  charred  remains  of  five  or  six  bodies 
were  afterward  found,  all  but  one  so  much  disfigured  and 
consumed  by  the  flames  that  they  could  not  be  identified, 
and  the  identification  of  that  one  ds  not  absolutely  certain, 
although  there  can  hardly  be  a  doubt  that  it  was  the  body 
of  Lieutenant  Akerstrom,  Quartermaster  of  the  Thirteenth 
Tennessee  cavalry,  and  a  native  Tennessean ;  several  wit- 
nesses who  saw  the  remains,  and  who  were  personally 
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acquainted  with,  him  while  living,  have  testified  that  it  is 
their  firm  belief  that  it  was  his  body  that  was  thus  treated, 
"  These  deeds  of  murder  and  cruelty  ceased  when  night 
came  on,  only  to  be  renewed  the  next  morning,  when  the 
demons  carefully  sought,  among  the  dead  lying  about  in  all 
directions,  for  any  of  the  wounded  yet  alive,  and  those  they 
found  were  deliberately  shot.  Scores  of  the  dead  and 
wounded  were  found  there  the  day  after  the  massacre,  by 
the  men  from  some  of  our  gunboats,  who  were  permitted  to 
go  on  shore  and  collect  the  wounded  and  bury  the  dead. 
The  rebels  themselves  had  made  a  pretense  of  burying  a 
great  many  of  their  victims,  but  they  had  merely  thrown 
them,  without  the  least  regard  to  care  or  decency,  into  the 
trenches  and  ditches  about  the  fort,  or  the  little  hollows  and 
ravines  on  the  hill-side,  covering  them  but  partially  with 
earth.  Portions  of  heads  and  faces,  hands  and  feet,  were 
found  protruding  through  the  earth  ia  every  direction.  The 
testimony  also  establishes  the  fact  that  the  rebels  buried 
some  of  the  living  with  the  dead,  a  few  of  whom  succeeded 
afterward  in  digging  themselves  out,  or  were  dug  out  by 
others — one  of  whom  your  Committee  found  in  Mound  City 
hospital,  and  there  examined.  And  even  when  your  Com- 
mittee visited  the  spot,  two  weeks  afterward,  although  par- 
ties of  men  had  been  sent  on  shore,  from  time  to  time,  to 
bury  the  bodies  unburied,  and  rebury  the  others,  and  were 
even  then  engaged  in  the  same  work,  we  found  the  evidences 
of  this  murder  and  cruelty  still  most  painfully  apparent ;  we 
saw  bodies  still  unburied  (at  some  distance  from  the  fort) 
of  some  sick  men  who  had  been  met  fleeing  fi-om  the  hospital, 
and  beaten  down  and  brutally  murdered,  and  their  bodies 
left  where  they  had  fallen.  We  could  still  see  the  faces, 
hands  and  feet  of  men,  white  and  black,  protruding  out  of 
the  ground,  whose  gfaves  had  not  been  reached  by  those 
engaged  in  reinterring  the  victims  of  the  massacre;  and, 
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although  a  great  deal  of  rain  had  fallen  within  the  preceding 
two  weeks,  the  ground,  more  especially  on  the  side  and  at 
the  foot  of  the  bluff  where  the  most  of  the  murders  had 
been  committed,  was  still  discolored  by  the  blood  of  our 
brave  but  unfortunate  men,  and  the  logs  and  trees  showed 
but  too  plainly  the  evidences  of  the  atrocities  perpetrated 
there. 

"  Many  other  instances  of  equally  atrocious  cruelty  might 
be  enumerated,  but  your  Committee  feel  compelled  to  refrain 
from  giving  here  more  of  the  heart-sickening  details,  and 
refer  to  the  statements  contained  in  the  voluminous  testimony 
herewith  submitted.  Those  statements  were  obtained  by 
them  from  eye-witnesses  and  suflFerers;  many  of  them,  as 
they  were  examined  by  your  Committee,  were  lying  upon 
beds  of  pain  and  suffering,  some  so  feeble  that  their  lips 
could  with  diflSculty  frame  the  words  by  which  they  endeav- 
ored to  convey  some  idea  of  the  cruelties  which  had  been 
inflicted  on  them,  and  which  they  had  seen  inflicted  on 
others. 

"  How  many  of  our  troops  thus  fell  victims  to  the  malig- 
nity and  barbarity  of  Forrest  and  his  followers,  cannot  yet 
be  definitely  ascertained.  Two  ofiicers  belonging  to  the 
garrison,  were  absent  at  the  time  of  the  capture  and  massacre. 
Of  the  remaining  ofiicers,  but  two  are  known  to  be  living, 
and  they  are  wounded,  and  now  in  the  hospital  at  Mound 
City.  One  of  them,  Captain  Potter,  may  even  now  be  dead, 
as  the  surgeons,  when  your  Committee  were  there,  expressed 
no  hope  of  his  recovery.  Of  the  men,  from  three  hundred 
to  four  hundred  are  known  to  have  been  killed  at  Fort 
Pillow — of  whom  at  least  three  hundred  were  murdered  in 
cold  blood,  after  the  post  was  in  possession  of  the  rebels, 
and  our  men  had  thrown  down  their  arms  and  ceased  to 
offer  resistance.  Of  the  survivors,  except  the  wounded  in 
the  hospital  at  Mound  City,  and  the  few  who  succeeded  in 
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making  their  escape  unhurt,  nothing  definite  is  known ;  and 
it  is  to  be  feared  that  many  have  been  murdered  after  being 
taken  away  from  the  fort. 

"  In  reference  to  the  fate  of  Major  Bradford,  who  was  in 
command  of  the  fort  when  it  was  captured,  and  who  had  up 
to  that  time  received  no  injury,  there  seems  to  be  no  doubt. 
The  general  understanding  everywhere  seemed  to  be,  that 
he  had  been  brutally  murdered  the  day  after  he  was  taken 
prisoner. 

"  There  is  some  discrepancy  in  the  testimony,  but  your 
Committee  do  not  see  how  the  one  who  professed  to  have 
been  an  eye-witness  of  his  death  could  have  been  mistaken. 
There  may  be  some  uncertainty  in  regard  to  his  fate. 

''  When  your  Committee  arrived  at  Memphis,  Tennessee 
they  found  and  examined  a  man  (Mr.  McLagan)  who  had 
been  conscripted  by  some  of  Forrest's  forces,  but  who,  with 
other  conscripts,  had  succeeded  in  making  his  escape.  He 
testifies  that  while  two  companies  of  rebel  troops,  with  Major 
Bradford  and  many  other  prisoners,  were  on  their  march 
from  Brownsville  to  Jackson,  Tennessee,  Major  Bradford 
was  taken  by  five  rebels— one  an  oflScer — led  about  fifty 
yards  from  the  line  of  march,  and  deliberately  murdered,  in 
view  of  all  there  assembled.  He  fell — killed  instantly  by 
three  musket-balls,  even  while  asking  that  his  life  might  be 
spared,  as  he  had  fought  them  manfully,  and  was  deserving 
of  a  better  fate.  The  motive  for  the  murder  of  Major  Brad- 
ford, seems  to  have  been  the  simple  fact  that,  although  a 
native  of  the  South,  he  remained  loyal  to  his  Government. 
The  testimony  herewith  submitted,  contains  many  statements 
made  by  the  rebels,  that  they  did  not  intend  to  treat  '  home- 
made Yankees,'  as  they  termed  loyal  Southerners,  any  better 
than  negro  troops." 

The  testimony  taken  was  very  voluminous— covering  the 
whole  ground;   and,  that  there   might  be  no  charge  of 
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unfairness,  the  name  and  rank  of  each  witness  were  gi 
together  with  all  the  questions  put  to  him.  A  severe  c 
examination  would  doubtless  have  caused  many  of  the  s 
ments  to  be  modified,  and  have  impeached  the  credibilit 
some  of  the  witnesses.  As  an  example  of  the  kind  of  t 
mony  bearing  hardest  against  the  perpetrators  of  this  c 
mous  crime,  we  give  a  single  statement  made  by  a  priv 
"  In  about  five  minutes  after  the  disappearance  of  the 
of  truce,  a  general  assault  was  made  upon  our  works  f 
every  direction.  They  were  kept  at  bay  for  some  t 
when  the  negroes  gave  way  upon  the  left,  and  ran  down 
bluflf,  leaving  an  opening  through  which  the  rebels  ente 
and  immediately  commenced  an  indiscriminate  slaughter 
both  white  and  black.  We  all  threw  down  our  arms, 
gave  tokens  of  surrender,  asking  for  quarter.  (I 
wounded  in  the  right  shoulder  and  muscle  of  the  back, 
knocked  down,  before  I  threw  down  my  gun.)  Bui 
quarter  was  given.  Voices  were  heard  upon  all  si 
crying :  *  Give  them  no  quarter ;  kill  them ;  kill  them ; 
General  Forrest's  orders.'  I  saw  four  white  men  and  at  ] 
twenty-five  negroes  shot  while  begging  for  mercy ;  ai 
saw  one  negro  dragged  from  a  hollow  log  within  ten  fee 
where  I  lay,  and  as  one  rebel  held  him  by  the  foot  ano 
shot  him.  These  were  all  soldiers.  There  were  also 
negro  women  and  three  little  children  standing  wi 
twenty-five  steps  from  me,  when  a  rebel  stepped  up  to  t 
and  said :  *  Yes,  God  damn  you,  you  thought  you  were  : 
•did  you  ? '  and  shot  them  all.  They  all  fell  but  one  d 
,when  he  knocked  it  in  the  head  with  the  breach  of  his  i 
They  then  disappeared  in  the  direction  of  the  land 
following  up  the  fugitives,  firing  at  them  wherever  & 
They  came  back  in  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  shool 
and  robbing  the  dead  of  their  money  and  clothes.  I  si 
man  with  a  canteen  upon  him,  and  a  pistol  in  his  hand 
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'V'entured  to  ask  him  for  a  drink  of  water.     He  turned 

'^tound,  saying:  'Yes,  God  damn  you,  I  will  give  you  a 

^nk  of  water,'  and  shot  at  my  head  three  different  times, 

^vering  my  face  up  with  dust,  and  then  turned  from  me, 

^0  doubt  thinking  he  had  killed  me,  remarking :  '  God  damn 

/ou,  it's  too  late  to  pray  now ; '  then  went  on  with  his 

/>i/fering.     I  lay  there  until  dark,  feigning  death,  when  a 

-^t>€l  oflScer  came  along,  drawing  his  sabre,  and  ordered  me 

get  up,  threatening  to  run  his  sabre  into  me  if  I  did  not, 

Sng  \  had  to  march  ten  miles  that  night.     I  succeeded  in 

^tting  up,  and  got  among  a  small  squad  he  had  already 

^'ti-liered  up,  but  stole  away  from  them  during  the  night, 

-^  ^^  got  among  the  dead,  feigning  death,  for  fear  of  being 

'-'^^irdered.     The  next  morning,  the  gunboat  came  up  and 

^Xifcimenced  shelling  them  out,  when  I  crawled  out  from 

*^^^ong  the  dead,  and  with  a  piece  of  paper  motioned  to  tha 

^^^^t ;  she  came  up,  and  I  crawled  on  board. 

bit 

William  F.  f  May^" 

mark. 

It  is  hard  to  believe  that  native-born  American  citizens — 
'^en  brought  up  in  the  light  of  the  civilization  of  the 
Kineteenth  Century,  and  educated  under  Christian  influences, 
could  be  guilty  of  such  deeds.  Acts  of  violence  have 
been  committed  on  both  sides,  during  this  sanguinary  strug- 
gle, which  are  undreamed  of  by  the  public.  It  always  has 
been,  and  always  will  be  so,  in  war ;  but  such  deeds  as  these, 
are  not  to  be  classed  amid  its  ordinary  cruelties,  and  should 
never  find  a  place  among  the  records  of  civilization.  Their 
proper  place  is  in  the  war  song  of  the  Indian,  as  he  dances 
around  the  fire  in  which  his  bleeding  captives  are  writhing. 

Another  event  of  considerable  importance,  occurred  on 
the  Eastern  coast,  at  Plymouth,  North  Carolina,  during  the 
month.  A  land  force  of  rebels  made  a  furious  attack,  on 
the  18th,  upon  the  garrison  commanded  by  General  Wessels, 
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but  were  repulsed.  The  next  day,  the  iron-clad  rebel  ram— 
Albemarle  — came  down  the  Roanoke  River,  and  attacked 
the  Southfield  and  Miami.  These  two  boats  were  fastened 
together  at  the  time,  and  were  driven  straight  on  the  hostile 
steamer,  as  she  came  heavily  down.  The  latter,  reckless 
of  the  heavy  rifled  shot,  that  bounded  like  peas  from  her 
mailed  sides,  moved  fearlessly  on  the  two  boats,  striking  the 
Southfield— sinking  her  immediately,  and  seriously  damaging 
the  Miami.  Captain  Flusser  was  killed  in  the  engagement 
It  was  feared  that  the  ram  would  soon  have  posse^sion  of 
the  whole  Sound,  and  that  Roanoke  Island  would  be  attacked 
Plymouth  had  to  be  evacuated,  and  the  public  was  loud  in 
its  denunciations  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  A  resolution 
of  inquiry  was  passed  by  Congress,  requesting  him  to  give 
an  explanation  of  the  matten 
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THOUGH  haying  no  direct  bearing  on  the  war,  the  great 
Fairs  throughout  the  country  the  first  few  months  of 
this  year,  deserve  a  special  mention.  The  raising  of  funds 
on  such  a  gigantic  scale  for  the  relief  of  our  wounded  and 
sick  soldiers,  had  never  before  been  witnessed.  Independ- 
ent of  the  amount  of  good  done,  and  the  vast  number  of 
soldiers  thus  saved  to  the  army,  it  created  a  bond  between 
the  people  and  the  soldiers  that  rendered  it  impossible  for 
them  ever  to  feel  that  their  interests  were  separate. 

Before  the  great  decisive  movements  of  the  Spring  com- 
menced, the  country  was  destined  to  suffer  one  more  morti- 
fication from  the  failure  of  an  ill-starred  expedition. 

General  Banks  in  New  Orleans  afljsr  adjusting  the  labor 
system  and  seeing  to  the  elections,  on  the  4th  of  March  inau- 
gurated the  Free  State  government  with  the  most  imposing 
ceremoniea  A  multitude,  estimated  at  fifty  thousand  in 
number,  assembled  in  Lafayette  Square,  where  a  platform 
had  been  erected,  and  the  newly  elected  Governor  Hahn  was 
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installed  into  ofl&ce  amid  the  firing  of  cannon,  the  playing 
of  patriotic  airs,  and  the  huzzas  of  the  multitude. 

The  political  machinery  having  been  put  in  working  order,  ^ 
Banks  could  turn  his  attention  to  affairs  in  the  field,  and  in   - 
this  month  a  combined  naval  and  land  expedition  was  fitted 
out  destined  to  become  famous  as  the  "  Red  River  Cotton 
Expedition." 

Porter,  with  a  large  fleet  of  gunboats  and  transports  car- 
rying a  portion  of  Sherman's  army  under  A.  J.  Smith,  left 
Vicksburg  early  in  March,  and  proceeded  towards  Alexan- 
dria, where  the  main  army,  under  Banks,  was  to  meet  him, 
after  having  marched  across  the  country.     The  objective 
point  in  the  expedition  was  Shreveport,  in  Caddo  Parish,  on 
the  Red  River,  some  six  hundred  and  seventy  miles  by  water  - 
from  New  Orleans,  and  a  great  depot  for  commissary  stores^ 
of  the  rebel  army.     On  the  passage  up  the  river,  Fort  De— s 
Russey,  a  formidable  work,  was  captured  by  a  rapid  lanG 
march  of  Smith,  together  with  ten  guns  and  three  hundred 
prisoners.     Alexandria  surrendered  to  Porter  without  a  batA 
tie,  and  here,  on  the  17th,  the  land  force  joined  him,  having 
marched  a  hundred  and  seventy  miles  in  five  days.     Tk^ 
army  by  land,  and  the  gunboats  by  water,  now  moved  fo^:-- 
ward  toward  Shreveport,  some  three  hundred  miles  distan^is 
It  was  a  long  and  weary  march  for  the  troops,  and  alm( 
equally  arduous  work  for  the  gunboats  to  make  their  wi 
up  the  shallow,  tortuous  stream.      Steele,  commanding 
Arkansas,  was  to  co-operate  with  this    force,  moving 
Shreveport  from  Little  Rock — having  these  two  objects 
view — to  keep  Price,  in  Arkansas  from  joining  the  rel 
force  under  Kirby  Smith  in  Louisiana,  and  to  take  Shrei 
port  in  rear  while  Banks  advanced  against  it  in  front 
Mansfield,  forty-five  miles  from  it,  the  rebels  made  a  stan- 
where  our  cavalry  came  up  with  them  on  the  8th  of  Api 
The  army  was  scattered  over  the  country  far  back  in 
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,  which  Kirby  Smith  seemed  fully  aware  of.     At  first, 
the  7th,  the  cavalry,  commanded  by  Colonel  Robinson, 
^e  the  enemy  before  it,  and  pursued  him  some  fourteen 
^3Ci.iX^s,  when  the   column   came  upon   a  body  of  infantry 
ch,  after  a  sharp  contest,  was  also  forced  back.     Colonel 
drum's  brigade  of  infantry,  and  Colonel  Lucas'  of  cav- 
,  coming  up  that  night,  the  whole  advanced  in  the  morn- 
,  but  on  arriving  near  Sabine  Cross-Roads,  they  found 
«aselves  suddenly  confronted  by  fifteen  or  twenty  thou- 
d  men.      In  the   meantime  General  Ransom  with  his 
ps  arrived,  accompanied  by  General  Banks.     The  latter 
ediately  dispatched  a  courier  to  Franklin,  in  the  rear,  to 
en  up  with  his  Corps,  but  Kirby  Smith  saw  his  advantage, 
pressed  it  vigorously.     The  cavalry  in  front  were  turned 
in  terrible  rout,  and  the  troops  though  struggling 
vely  to  bear  up  against  the  disorder,  were  also  at  length 
^^"^^^rborne  and  their  artillery  captured — their  ranks  being 
ken  by  the  fleeing  wagon  train  which  somehow  had  got  in 
ance.      But  at  this  critical  moment,  when  every  thing 
med  lost,  Franklin  arrived  with  his  Corps,  and  waving  his 
above  his  head  fell  furiously  upon  the  exulting,  shouting 
els.     Two  horses  were  successively  shot  under  him,  but 
jing  to  the  saddle  of  a  third,  he  still  led  on  his  men. 
his  gallantry  he  succeeded  in  checking  the  victorious 
^^gress  of  the  rebels  for  a  time,  but  he  also  was  at  last 
back  in  the  refluent  tide.    Fortunately,  the  Nineteenth 
my  Corps  under  General  Emory,  had  been  advised  of  the 
'^t,  and  stood  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  as  the  fleeing 
^^y  came  in  sight     Allowing  the  shattered,  broken  col- 
^^^^^ns  to  pass  to  the  rear,  it  closed  sternly  up  and  bravely 
^^ lasted  the  storm  till  darkness  put  an  end  to  the  conflict. 
In  the  meantime  Smith,  with  the  Sixteenth  and  Seven- 
^nth  Army  Corps,  had  reached  Pleasant  Hill,  and  drawn 
^T^  his  forces  behhid  a  low  ridge.     The  next  day  the  rebels 
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advanced,  confident  of  success,  and  Emory,  whose  li 
battle  had  been  formed  in  front  of  Smith,  and  maskec 
after  dealing  the  enemy  a  heavy  blow,  fell  back,  accc 
to  pre-arrangement,  when  the  confident,  shouting  foe  d 
forward  in  pursuit.  Smith's  troops  lay  flat  on  the  g 
until  the  first  rebel  line  was  well  up  the  slope,  when 
thousand  muskets  suddenly  blazed  in  its  front,  ani 
artillery  swept  the  crowding  columns  with  terrible  si 
ter.  The  rebels,  stunned  at  the  suddenness  and  awf 
of  the  blow,  stopped  and  staggered  back,  and  befon 
could  recover  their  senses.  Smith  gave  the  order  to  cl 
when  his  brave  troops  swept  the  field  with  a  shout 

But  nothing  now  could  change  the  defeat  into  a  vi 
and  next  morning  the  retreat  was  continued.  Bank 
word  to  Porter,  acquainting  him  with  his  disaster,  ai 
rected  him  to  fall  back  to  Grand  Ecore,  whither  h 
retreating.  From  this  point  the  retreat  was  continu 
Alexandria  without  serious  molestation,  except  at  M 
Blufi^,  where  the  rebels  made  an  attack  on  him,  but  wc 
pulsed  with  heavy  loss.  Here  he  halted  to  save  the 
boats,  which  could  not  get  over  the  falls  above  the  pla 
account  of  low  water. 

In  the  meantime  Steele  had  advanced  from  Little 
but  when  near  Camden  his  wagon  train  was  cut  oi 
destroyed.  Marmaduke  with  a  heavy  force  now  confr 
him,  and  Banks  having  retreated,  the  whole  rebel  fore 
free  to  operate  against  him,  and  he  was  compelled  to  fall 
At  Saline  Falls,  however,  Price  pressed  him  so  hard  tl 
was  forced  to  turn  and  give  battle,  and  fell  with  sue 
on  his  pursuers,  that  they  let  him  alone  during  the  r 
his  retreat,  and  he  reached  Little  Rock  again  in  safetj 

In  the  meantime  the  rebels  were  swarming  alon 
shores  of  the  Red  River,  both  above  and  below  Aleza 
Above,  Porter  was  dreadfully  harassed  from  the  shore 
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filings  began  to  wear  a  gloomy  aspect.     There  was  no  ap- 
X>earance  of  a  rise  in  the  river,  and  without  one,  Porter's 
entire  fleet  must  be  destroyed,  to  prevent  its  falling  into  the 
Hiands  of  the  enemy — for  forage  was  getting  short,  and  the 
protecting  army  would  soon  have  to  move.  With  its  departure 
mil  attempts  to  save  the  boats  would  be  abandoned.     In  this 
painful  dilemma  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bailey,  acting  engineer 
of  the  Nineteenth  Army  Corps,  proposed  to  build  a  series 
of  dams  across  the  rocks  at  the  lower  falls,  and  raise  the 
"Water  suflSciently  to  let  the  boats  pass  over  the  upper  onea 
His  plan  was  ridiculed  by  the  best  engineers,  but  Bailey  had 
tried  it  before,  in  floating  logs  down  the  western  rivers,  and 
was  so  sanguine  of  success,  promising  to  complete  the  work 
in  ten  days,  that  Banks  was  requested  to  let  him  attempt  it. 
Three  thousand  men,  and  two  or  three  hundred  wagons 
were  put  at  his  disposal,  and  the  work  commenced.     Those 
quiet  shores  at  once  became  a  human  hive,  and  the  sound 
of  the  axe,  the  crash  of  falling  trees  and  shouts  of  men, 
made  the  forests  echo.     The  army  and  fleet  looked  on  in 
astonishment  at  this  new  system  of  engineering  adopted  by 
this  bold  western  man.     On  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  a 
dam,  made  of  fallen  trees,  was  run  out  some  three  hundred  feet, 
and  then  four  coal  barges  filled  with  brick  were  sunk  at  the 
end.     From  the  other  shore,  cribs  filled  with  stone  to  meet 
the  barges,  were  built.     The  work  was  successfully  accom- 
plished, and  the  water  rapidly  rose.     In  one  day  more  it 
would  have  been  high  enough  to  let  the  boats  above  the 
upper  falls  pass  over;  when,  unfortunately,  on  the  9th  of 
May,  the  pressure  became  so  great  that  two  of  the  coal 
barges  were  forced  downward  from  their  position,  and  swung 
round  at  right  angles  to  the  dam.     The  water  immediately 
began  to  pour  through  like  a  cataract.     Porter  saw  with  a 
sinking  heart  the  catastrophe,  for  he  feared  the  men  would 
have  no  heart  to  rebuild  the  dam.    Determined  if  possible 
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to  save  some  of  his  vessels,  he  jumped  upon  a  horse  and  gal- — 
loping  up  stream,  ordered  the  Lexington  to  try  to  pass  th 
falls.     She  succeeded,  and  then  headed  straight  for  the  fear*^ 
ful  shute  in  the  dam.     Tens  of  thousands  lined  the  shor 
watching  with  breathless  interest  the  perilous  movemen 
Not  a  sound  but  the  low  steady  rush  of  the  torrent  brok 
the  stillness  as  she  neared  the  boiling  maelstrom.     Crowdin 
on  all  steam,  her  gallant  Commander  stood  and  calmly 
watched  the  approaching  crisis.     The  vessel,  impelled  by 
full  head  of  steam,  and  the  swiftly  descending,  eloping  hi 
of  water,  rushed  like  a  mad  thing  toward  what  seemed  ce: 
tain  destruction.     Leaping  into  the  boiling  cauldron,  si 


settled  heavily  in  the  surge,  and,  for  a  moment,  seemt 
going  to  the  bottom.     Rolling  heavily  from  side  to  side,  si 
at  length  caught  on  a  rock,  and  hung  for  an  instant 
pended  in  the  torrent,  then,  rising  slowly,  swept  off  in 
deep  water,  and  rounded  quietly  to.     The  watching,  excil 
multitude  that  had  not  uttered  a  word  while  the  fate  of  tl 
vessel  was  held  in  a  fearful  crisis,  now  rent  the  heavexxs 
with  deafening  shouts.     From  shore  to  shore  the  wild 
echoed,  and  again  and  again  were  taken  up  and  sent 
thunder  toward  the  sky.     The  Neosho  now  tried  it,  but 
pilot  becoming  frightened  as  the  vessel  approached 
abyss,  stopped  her  engine.     Porter  saw  the  fatal 
and  watched  to  see  her  disappear  in  the  tumultuous  wal 
Her  hull  went  out  of  sight,  and  she  seemed  lost,  but  sloivlj^ 
lifting  herself  again,  she  heaved  forward  and  passed  throu^^ 
though  with  a  hole  in  her  bottom.     The  partial  success   <^^ 
the  experiment  encouraged  the  men  to  rebuild  the  daJ^a  I 
though  they  had  been  working  for  eight  days  and  nights  up  *^ 
their  necks  in  water,  they  cheerfully  entered  on  the  hercul^^^ 
task.     Bailey  now  left  a  gap  of  fifty  feet  in  the  dam,   ^ 
avoid  the  tremendous  pressure  of  the  water,  and  built  wio^ 
dams  on  the  falls  above,  so  as  to  make  a  deep  channel  for  tbd 
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€nt.     In  three  days  the  work  was  accomplished,  and  on 

11th  and  12th  six  gunboats  and  two  tugs  were  got 

the  upper  falls.     They  then  one  after  another,  with 

ix  hatches  battened  down,  took  the  shute  of  the  dam, 

Ted  loudly  by  the  whole  army  as  they  successively  passed 

y  through.     It  was  a  great  engineering  success — the 

entixe  fleet  being  saved — thanks  to  the  skill  of  an  engineer 

dared  to  attempt  an  undertaking  that  all  had  ridiculed. 

er  could  hardly  moderate  his  delight  at  this  unexpected 

d.eli\rerance  of  his  fleet,  and  heaped  encomiums  on  Bailey, 

^^l^om  the  Government  very  properly  rewarded  with  the 

^^-^-x*  of  a  Brigadier-General. 

I^crter  in  his  report  said :  "  Words  are  inadequate  to  ex- 
P^^^s  the  admiration  I  feel  for  the  abilities  of  Lieutenant- 
y^lonel  Bailey.     This  is,  without  doubt,  the  best  engineer- 
^^S  feat  ever  performed.     Under  the  best  circumstances  a 
P^\rate  company  would  not  have  completed  this  work  under 
^^^  year,  and,  to  an  ordinary  mind,  the  whole  thing  would 
^ave  appeared  an  impossibility.     Leaving  out  his  abilities  as 
^^  Engineer,  and  the  credit  he  has  conferred  upon  the  country, 
^^  has  saved  to  the  Union  a  valuable  fleet  worth  nearly  two 
^^Jlions  of  dollars.     More,  he  has  deprived  the  enemy  of  a 
^^^mph  which  would  have  emboldened  them  to  carry  on 
*^^^  war  a  year  or  two  longer ;  for  the  intended  departure 
the  army  was  a  fixed  fact,  and  there  was  nothing  left  for 
^    to  do,  in  case  that  event  occurred,  but  to  destroy  every 
^^?^t  of  the  vessels,  so  that  the  rebels  could  make  nothing 
them.     The  highest  honors  the  Government  can  bestow 
•  ^    Colonel  Bailey  can  never  repay  him  for  the  service  he 
.      ^^^  rendered  the  country." 

\  ^l>%  ^^®  ^®®*i  however,  did  not  get  off  entirely  scatheless. 
A  vv  ^  gunboats  Signal  and  Covington,  having  been  sent  down 
d  ^^  river  from  Alexandria  to  convoy  the  Warner,  a  boat 
x\    ^^ed  with  cotton,  unexpectedly  came  upon  a  series  of 
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rebel  batteries  about  thirty  miles  from  the  place.  These 
batteries  were  so  concealed,  that  their  existence  was  nol 
dreamed  of  until  they  opened  on  the  boat  loaded  witl 
cotton — piercing  her  boilers  almost  instantly,  and  sending 
her,  a  helpless  wreck,  against  the  opposite  bank.  The  rebel 
troops  fired  at  the  same  time  with  musketry,  killing  and 
wounding  nearly  two  hundred  soldiers  that  were  aboard  of 
her.  Others  were  killed  in  trying  to  escape  to  the  shore 
The  Signal  and  Covington  at  once  rounded  to  and  pushed 
back  to  help  the  transport,  but  soon  found  that  they  had 
enough  to  do  to  take  care  of  themselves.  Their  steam  pipei 
were  soon  cut,  and  their  boilers  perforated  with  shot,  yei 
they  gallantly  maintained  the  unequal  contest  for  five  hours 
Lieutenant  George  P.  Lord,  commanding  the  Covington 
fired  his  last  charge  of  ammunition — then  spiked  his  guns 
set  fire  to  his  vessel,  and  with  what  was  left  of  his  crew 
escaped  to  the  shore.  Soon  the  flaming  boat  blew  up  witl 
^  loud  explosion.  Lieutenant  Edward  Morgan,  of  the  Sig 
Tial,  maintained  the  contest  for  half  an  hour  longer,  but  find 
ing  that  he  was  only  exposing  his  men  to  useless  slaughter 
abandoned  it  His  decks  being  strewn  with  the  woundec 
who  had  gallantly  stood  by  him  to  the  last,  he  could  nol 
^consent  to  set  fire  to  his  vessel,  and  so  he  gave  permissioE 
for  all  to  escape  as  they  best  could.  But  few,  however,  gol 
•ofi*,  for  in  attempting  to  climb  the  opposite  bank  they  bccamt 
a  fair  mark  for  the  sharp-shooters,  and  were  dropped,  on 
after  another,  into  the  river. 

When  Banks  heard  of  this  disaster,  he  sent  out  a  body  c 
cavalry  and  dispersed  the  rebels. 

Both  fleet  and  army  now  came  back  to  the  Mississip^ 
and  Canby  was  sent  to  take  the  place  of  Banks  in  the  fie 
w'hile  the  latter  returned  to  New  Orleans  to  confine  hims^ 
to  the  civil  duties  of  his  department.     This  ended  his 
tary  career  of  which  his  friends  had  expected  so  m 
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'^^Ixe  expedition,  whoever  planned  it,  was  a  foolish  one,  while 
'^anks,  in  carrying  it  out,  showed  a  great  lack  of  military 
Sagacity.     With  the  enemy  in  his*  immediate  front,  he  was 
^^ught  with  his  army  widely  scattered  apart,  and  his  trains 
anywhere  but  where  they  should  have  been.    Beaten  in  detail, 
le  was  driven  back  in  disgrace,  and  the  whole  expedition 
turned  out  a  mortifying  failure,  and  came  very  near  being  a 
great  catastrophe.     Its  chief  object  seemed  to  have  been  to 
gather  cotton,  of  which  large  quantities  were  known  to  be 
in  this  section.     It  was  a  bad  speculation,  however,  on  the 
part  of  the  Government,  and  most  disastrous  to  the  military 
reputation  of  the  Commander.     If  Franklin,  whom  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  had  sent  to  Banks  in  a  fit  of  spleen,  had  been 
at  the  head  of  it,  a  difiFerent  result  would  have  been  reached. 
It  is  proper  to  state  that  though  this  expedition  was  start- 
ed almost  simultaneously  with  the  movement  of  the  two 
great  armies  under  Sherman  and  Grant,  it  had  no  connection 
whatever  with  it     It  was  organized  previous  to  the  assump- 
tion of  supreme  command  by  Grant,  or  it  never  would  have 
been  organized  at  all.     It  had  been  sanctioned  i)y  those  un- 
fortunate strategists,  Halleck  and  Stanton,  and  hence  had  to 
proceed.     Nothing  was  left  for  Grant  to  do  but  to  hurry  it 
forward  as  fast  as  possible,  and  have  it  out  of  his  way  before 
his  great  movements  commenced.     Hence,  as  far  back  as  the 
15th  of  March,  he  notified  Banks  of  the  importance  of  cap- 
turing Shreveport  at  the  earliest  possible  day,  and  that  if  he 
should  "  find  that  the  taking  of  it  would  occupy  from  ten  to 
fifteen  days  more  time,  than  General  Sherman  had  given  to 
his  troops  to  be  absent  from  their  command — he  would  send 
them  back  at  the  time  specified  by  General  Sherman,  even 
if  it  led  to  the  abandonment  of  the  main  object  of  the  Rp d 
River  expedition,  for  this  force  was  necessary  to  movements 
east  of  the  Mississippi;  that  should  his  expedition  prove 
successful,  he  would  hold  Shreveport  and  the  Red  Rivei 


314  ORAKT^S    INSTRUCTIONS. 

with  such  force  as  he  might  deem  necessary,  and  return  the 
balance  of  his  troops  to  the  neighborhood  of  New  Orleans, 
commencing  no  move  for  the  further  acquisition  of  territory 
unless  it  was  to  make  that  then  held  by  him  more  easily 
held;  that  it  might  be  a  part  of  the  spring  campaign  to 
move  against  Mobile ;  that  it  certainly  would  be  if  troops 
enough  could  be  obtained  to  make  it  without  embarrassing 
other  movements ;  that  New  Orleans  would  be  the  point  of 
departure  for  such  an  expedition  ;  also  that  he  had  directed 
General  Steele  to  make  a  real  move  from  Arkansas  as  sug- 
gested by  him,  (General  Banks,)  instead  of  a  demonstration, 
as  Steele  thought  advisable." 

Grant  told  him,  moreover,  to  move  as  quickly  as  possible — 
aBandon  Texas  altogether,  and,  leaving  only  a  portion  of 
his  army  to  guard  the  Mississippi,  to  prepare  to  co-operate 
with  Farragut  against  Mobile.  This  would  keep  a  part  of  the 
Southern  army  away  from  Richmond,  while  the  farther  he 
went  toward  Shreveport,  the  less  use  he  was  to  Grant.  Hence, 
as  we  have  said,  the  only  interest  the  General-in  Chief  took 
in  the  expeflition,  was  to  have  it  over  with  as  speedily  as 
possible. 

But  all  these  battles  and  expeditions  in  the  East  and  West,, 
were  isolated  afiFairs,  having  no  bearing  on  the  mighty  move- :; 
ment  about  to  be  made.  They  caused  some  noise  and  mucl 
angry  feeling  and  vituperation,  but  the  burdened  trains  an*  ^ 
crowded  boats,  steadily  moving  without  noise  and  observation::: 
southward,  were  the  really  great  events  of  those  four  montltrj 
These  separate  successes  or  disasters  were  the  mere  by-pl^t . 
to  the  great  drama  about  to  open — the  dim  and  far-( 
flashes  along  the  edge  of  the  storm-cloud,  which  was 
to*  darken  all  the  heavens,  and  shake  the  earth  with 
thunder. 
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MIT-JULT,  IBGL 

***-^5^  S  DEL  AT  IN  FRONT  OF  WA8HIKGT0N — THE   PRESIDENT  8   DETERMINATION 

^.OT  TO  INTERFERE  ANY  MORE  WITH  THE  ARMY  OF   THE    POTOMAC THE   TWO 

^HMIES   move — THE   ATLANTA  CAMPAIGN — ITS   DIFFICULTIES COMPOSITION 

AND    STRENGTH    OF   SHERMAN*S    ARMY DALTON    FLANKED BATTLE   OF    RB- 

8ACA A  FIERCE  STRUGGLE — FIGHT  AT  DALLAS — ALLATOONA  FLANKED — BAT- 
TLE   OF    KENESAW  MOUNTAIN DEATH    OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  POLK SHERMAN 

DIRECTS   THE   SHOT  THAT   KILLS  HIM — SHERMAN^S  FIRST  DEFEAT KENESAW 

FLANKED— THE  CHATTAHOCHES  REACHED  AND  CROSSED — ATLANTA  IN  SIGHT. 

THE  long  delay  of  Grant  in  front  of  Washington  awak- 
ened much  surprise,  but  he  had  resolved  not  to  move 
till  he  was  ready.  No  order  to  move  at  a  certain  day,  like 
that  of  President  Lincoln  formerly  to  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac, without  consulting  the  General-in-Chief,  was  given. 
The  public  might  grumble  and  grow  impatient,  but  he  had 
learned  from  experience  the  folly  of  such  a  course,  and  deter- 
mined to  let  Grant  take  his  own  time,  if  he  did  not  move  till 
mid-summer.  The  lesson  he  had  learned,  had  been  a  costly 
one  to  the  country,  and  to  our  brave  soldiers,  but.  it  was 
learned  at  last — that  the  General-in-Chief  should  be  left  to 
carry  out  his  own  plans  without  interference  from  politicians 
or  the  Secretary  of  War.  This  settled  determination  of  his, 
neither  to  meddle  with  military  movements  himself,  nor  let 
others  do  it,  filled  every  one  with  hope,  and  was  a  good 
augury  of  the  future.  The  public  settled  down  patiently 
into  the  conviction  that  Grant  was  to  be  left  untrammeled^ 
and  the  Secretary  of  War  to  be  confined  to  his  legitimate  du- 
ties, for  which  he  was  eminently  qualified. 

At  length  the  first  of  May,  the  appointed  time,  came,  and 


316         THE  TWO  GREAT  CAMPAIGNS. 

the  two  mighty  armies  arose  from  their  long  apparent  torpor, 
and  the  knell  of  the  Confederacy  from  that  hour  began  to 
toll.     Their  movement  was  simultaneous,  and  the  campaigns 
practically  parallel ;  yet  their  starting  points  were  a  thou- 
sand miles  apart,  with  the  lofty  AUeghanies  between.     In 
some  respects  they  were  widely  different.     Grant  had  but 
little  over  half  as  far  to  go  as  Sherman,  with  no  flank  to  guard 
but  his  right,  and  that   easily  made  secure  by  an  army 
of  occupation  in  the   defiles  of  the   Shenandoah  Valley. 
Neither  was  he  confined  to  a  single  base  like  Sherman,  but 
could  change  it  at  his  pleasure,  as  he  afterward   did.     The 
latter  could  reach  his  objective  point  only  by  a  single  line 
of  railway,  stretching  for  nearly  two  Jiundred  miles  through 
a  comparative  wilderness,    with   Forrest's    daring  cavalry 
threatening  both  flanks  and  his  long  line  of  communications^ 
which,  if  once  permanently  cut,  would  secure  the  destruction 
of  his  army.     They  were  different  in  another  respect ;  Grant 
could  at  any  time  fling  his  army,  by  water,  in  front  of  Rich- 
mond, w^hen  the  difficulties  of  his  task  would  be  only  just 
commenced,  while  Sherman,  if  he  should  once  get  in  front  of 
Atlanta,  would  have  achieved  the  most  difficult  part  of  hi& 
campaign. 

The  eyes  of  the  whole  country  were  fixed  on  the  tWf:^ 
armies,  but  Grant  held  more  fully  the  attention  of  the  Eas-fc, 
and  Sherman  that  of  the  West     The  South  saw  the  comir:^S 
storm  and  braced  itself  to  meet  it. 

Sherman,  at  the  outset,  had  asked  for  one  hundred  tho  ""i- 
sand  men,  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  pieces  of  artillery.  Tt^^ 
disgraceful  failure  of  the  Red  River  expedition,  interfere^^ 
somewhat  with  this  arrangement,  but  the  War  Department,  b] 
great  effort,  succeeded  in  giving  him  all  but  twelve  hundn 
of  the  required  number  of  men.  His  force  was  divided  as  fol- 
lows : — the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  Major-General  Thomas, 
sixty  thousand,  seven  hundred  and  seventy-three  men,  and  one 
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imndred  and  thirty  guns ;  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  McPherson, 

twenty-four  thousand,  four  hundred  and  sixty-five  men,  and 

ninety-six  guns  ;  Army  of  the  Ohio,  Schofield,  thirteen  thou- 

so.iici  five  hundred  and  fifty-nine  men,  and  twenty-eight  guns. 

*^i  I  Patrick  commanded  the  cavalry  of  the  Army  of  the  Cum- 

^^i^land.     The  Confederate  Army  opposed  to  him  was  sixty 

usand  strong,  including  ten  thousand  cavalry ;  the  latter 

erior  to  that  of  Sherman.     Hardee,  Hood  and  Polk  com- 

^^uded  the  three  Corps,  composing  this  army. 

erman  had  a  most  difficult  task  before  him.     If  he  suc- 
cled,  he  would  solve  a  new  problem  in  war — or  rather 
"•^^oduce  a  new  principle  into  military  science,  viz. : — that 
o<rmy  of  a  hundred  thousand  men  could  be  marched  three 
^^^dred  miles  from  its  actual  base,  (which  was  Nashville,)  and 
this  long  line  of  communication  be  kept  open.     Such  a 
^rig  had  been  considered  an  impossibility ;  and  when  the 
'W's  of  his  advance  reached  Europe,  there  was  no  discussion 
g  military  men  respecting  his  probable  success ;  it  was 
^^•tled  that  he  was  going  to  certain  defeat     The  South  also 
^d.  no  doubt  on  the  subject. 

"3?  he  public  will  never  appreciate  the  skill  which  Sherman 
^^Owed  in  arranging  his  forces,  securing  his  transportation, 
guarding  his  communications — a  skill  that  astonished 
-  baffled  his  foes,  and  yet  retained  his  army  almost  intact. 
y^    all  ordinary  rules,  in  order  to  guard  his  transportation 
^^  secure  his  communications  as  he  advanced,  he  would 
^^^^e  had  to  deplete  his  army  and  string  it  along  his  rear,  till 
,  ^  t  a  handful  would  be  left  by  the  time  he  reached  Atlanta, 
-^e  got  there  at  all.     One  of  his  devices  to  protect  his  line 
**  ^  an  admirable  and  successful  one.     By  a  glance  at  the 
-p,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  railroad  in  its  course  to  Atlanta 
^^^uently  crosses  streams.    The  bridges  over  these  had  to  be 
^^^tected  at  all  hazards.     The  destruction  of  the  railroad 
^tween  them  was  comparatively  of  small  account  as  it  could 
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be  repaired  in  a  few  hours.  To  protect  the  bridges,  ani  al 
the  same  time,  not  materially  lessen  his  force,  he  had  sia.^ 
bomb-proof  block  houses,  or  fortifications,  built  near  th^r  :ii^ 
as  he  advanced,  large  enough  to  hold  a  few  hundred  m^=n, 
and  provisioned  for  a  long  time.  These  the  enemy  comiald 
not  beat  down  with  their  cannon,  nor  carry  by  assault, 
could  they  starve  out  the  garrisons.  In  the  meantime,  a 
pieces  of  artillery  completely  commanded  the  approaches  tx) 
the  bridges,  so  that  no  force  could  advance  to  destroy  th 
He  also  accumulated  at  diflferent  points,  as  he  advanced, 
stores  of  imperishable  provisions,  so  that  in  case  of  accid^:i3t, 
he  could  subsist  his  army  until  communications  could  T>e 
restored.  ^  Although  it  was  necessary  to  the  success  of  liis 
campaign  that  the  railroads  should  be  kept  exclusively  for 
military  purposes,  the  fact  that  they  were,  caused  incalcxa^^a- 
ble  suffering  to  the  people  of  East  Tennessee. 

Having  thus  anticipated  almost  every  contingency  trIoMt 
could  arise,  he,  early  in  May,  put  his  magnificent  coIujxibjis 
in  motion.     Johnston  lay  in  and  about  Dalton,  which  wsts  so 
strongly  fortified  that  an  attack  in  front  would  have  t><3€n 
madness,  and  Sherman  here  began  that  series  of  movem^^ts 
which  won  for  him  the  sobriquet  of  the  "  great  flank^^- ' 
Resaca  lay  eighteen  miles  south  of  Dalton,  directly  on   "fc^® 
railroad,  and  he  determined,  if  possible,  to  reach  this  t>y  * 
circuitous  route,  and  seize  it,  thus  compelling  Johnstort    ^^ 
retreat  or  accept  a  battle,  unprotected  by  his  fortification^ 
McPherson's  army  was  at  once  started  westward  on  a  cir^?"*^^* 
of  some  thirty  or  forty  miles,  through  Snake  Creek  Gap    ^ 
,this  point,  while  Thomas  moved  directly  up  in  front  of  Tf^' 
ton,  as  if  about  to  force  a  passage  there.     But  Dalton  ^^ 
covered  by  Rocky-Face  Ridge,  cleft  in  two  by  Buzzar""- 
Roost   Gap,   through   which  ran   the  railroad.      This  n^' 
row  defile  was  filled  with  abattis,  artificially  flooded  by  ^ 
neighboring  creek,  and  swept  from  end  to  end  by  artillery 
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posted  on  every  commanding  spur,  and  on  a  height  at  the 
^ther  extremity.     Against  this  Thomas  made  first  a  feint, 
Lnd  then  a  vigorous  attack,  in  which  Veatch's  division  of 
Howard's  Corps  actually  carried  the  rocky  ridge,  but  could 
lot,  from  the  obstacles  opposed  to  it,  reach  the  gorge — while 
Ueary's  division  of  Hooker's  Corps  made  a  gallant,  desperate 
push  for  the  summit    Added  to  the  natural  obstacles  and  fire 
Df  the  enemy,  huge  rocks  were  sent  down,  crashing  through 
tike  trees  and  advancing  lines  with  resistless  fury.    No  decisive 
advantage  was  gained  by  our  forces,  but  the  enemy  was  kept 
3o  well  occupied  that  McPherson  was  left  to  make  his  diffi- 
cult march  undisturbed,  till  he  got  within  a  mile  of  Resaca 
M£j  by  a  sudden  bold  push,  he  could  have  taken  this  place, 
Johnston's  army  would,  doubtless,  have  been  annihilated. 
D3ut,  on  reconnoitering,  he  found  it  too  strong  to  be  earned 
"by  assault,  for  the  wily  Johnston  had  provided  against  this 
possible  contingency,  by  hurrying  off  troops  thither.     Mc- 
I^herson  therefore  fell  back  on  Snake  Creek  Gap,  ready  to 
«trike  the  rebel  flank  when  the  army  should  retreat.     Hook- 
er's Corps  was  immediately  sent  over  to  McPherson's  aid,  fol- 
lowed by  all  of  Schofield's  army,  until  Howard's  Corps  alone 
remained  in  front  of  Dalton.     Johnston,  seeing  the  trap  that 
was  set  for  him,  immediately  evacuated  his  stronghold  and 
fell  back  rapidly  to  Resaca,  when  Howard  entered  Dalton 
and  kept  on  directly  in  the  enemy's  track. 

Thus  was  the  first  eighteen  miles  won.  Sherman  lost  about 
a  thousand  men  in  these  first  movements. 

BATTLE   OP   RESACA. 

Reaching  Resaca,  Sherman  found  his  adversary  strongly 
posted,  and  he  at  once  initiated  another  flank  movement. 
The  Oostenaula  stream,  which  is  here  crossed  by  a  railroad 
bridge,  he  pontooned,  and  then  hurried  off  Sweeny's   division, 
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with  orders  to  move  around,  and  threaten  Calhoun,  still  fa: 
ther  down  on  the  railroad,  while  Garrard's  division  of  cavalr 
was  sent  to  destroy  the  railroad  beyond.     There  was  som 
heavy  fighting  here  during  the  first  day.     Judah's  divisio 
of  Schofield's  Corps  charged  bravely  on  the  enemy,  but  wc 
repulsed.    Cox,  getting  out  of  ammunition,  ordered  a  charg 
of  the  enemy's  breastworks  in  his  immediate  front,  and  cai 
ried  them  with  a  cheer.     Palmer's  Corps  also  pressed  th 
enemy  vigorously,  who,  after  vainly  endeavoring  to  brea 
our  centre,  massed  his  forces  against  our  left,  and  came  do\^ 
in  one  of  those  impetuous  overwhelming  assaults,  for  whi 
the  rebels  were  distinguished.     Stanley  caught  the  blow 
his  flank,  and,  for  awhile,  bore  up  firmly  against  it.    At  la 
however,  he  gave  way,  and  the  broken  confused  ranks  be 
to  retire  in  disorder,  when  there  suddenly  arose  a  ch 
heard  above  the  roar  of  artillery.     Robinson's  brigade 
coming  to  the  rescue  on  a  run.     With  one  terrible  bio 
stopped  the  shouting,  exultant  enemy,  and  sent  him  bl 
ing,   discomfited  back  to  his  breastworks.      Darkness^ 
length,  closed  the  combat,  and  night  came  down  on  the  ^ 
ley  and  ridges,  strewed  with  the  dead  and  wounded.  Thouj 
no  material  advantage  was  gained,  the  enemy  had  failed 
break  our  extended,  incomplete  line  at  any  point. 

Quiet  reigned  over  the  two  armies  that  night,  except  th^ 
the  incessant  blows  of  the  axe,  and  the  falling  of  trees  sho\f 
ed  that  Johnston  was  busy  in  piling  obstructions  in  his  from 
Sunday  morning,  the  15th,  dawned  mild  and  peaceful,  bu 
by  the  time  the  sun  was  an  hour  high,  the  scatterinj 
fire  of  the  skirmishers  told  that  the  day  was  to  be  on 
of  blood,  not  of  rest.  By  noon  Sherman  had  his  army  wel 
up,  extending  for  miles  in  a  sort  of  semi-circle — McPherso 
on  the  rights  Thomas  in  the  centre,  and  Schofield  on  the  lef 
with  Howard  extending  beyond.  The  rebel  army — Hoo' 
on  the  right,  Hardee  in  the  centre,  and  Polk  on  the  left,  wa 
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a  up  behind  breastworks,  calmly  awaiting  the  coming 
:.  At  a  given  signal,  the  whole  army  moved  forward, 
he  battle  began.  Into  our  uncovered  ranks  the  enemy 
d  shot  and  shell  with  desolating  effect,  until  the  dead 
rerywhere,  but  not  a  brigade  wavered.  Inch  by  inch 
allant  regiments  worked  their  way  on,  pressing  heavier 
leavier,  every  moment,  the  astonished  enemy — deter- 
l,  at  whatever  sacrifice,  to  carry  the  strong  position  that 
Duted  them. 

oker  threw  forward  Butterfield's  division  against  the  en- 
1  strongest  position,  supported  by  Williams'  and  Geary's* 
ons,  and  the  battle  opened  vigorously  on  both  sides, 
er  fought  for  three  or  four  hours  and  made  steady  head- 
carrying  line  after  line  of  rifle-pits,  until  Butterfield's  di- 
i  encountered  a  lunette  of  formidable  size.  Several 
pts  were  made  to  carry  this  and  capture  its  guns,  which 
pouring  a  destructive  fire  into  our  lines,  but  they  did  not 
ed.  The  troops  fought  with  great  desperation,  but  as 
as  they  advanced  upon  the  lunette,  the  terrific  volleys 
sketry  from  the  enemy  in  the  fortifications  hurled  them 
in  confusion.  At  last  Butterfield  charged  forward  and 
1  position  under  the  protecting  works  of  the  fort,  and 
se  to  the  guns  within,  that  they  could  be  touched  by  the 

hands.  "  In  the  effort  to  gain  this  exposed  position, 
ontest  was  a  bloody  one,  Geary's  division  supporting 
rfield.  Ward's  brigade,  which  were  participating  in 
first  battle,  fought  with  marked  determination,  and  con- 
ed much  to  secure  the  position." 
.fler  vain  efforts  to  capture  the  lunette,  from  which  the 
f  poured  into  our  ranks  grape,  canister  and  shrapnel, 
er's  forces  gave  up  the  unequal  contest,  and  during  the 
3e  of  the  day  lay  under  the  breastworks  protected 

the  enemy's  fire,  and  picking  off  every  rebel  who 
jd  himself  above  the  ramparts.     Night  found  htm  in 
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this  position,  and  he  at  once  matured  plans  for  capturiii 
works  by  strategy,  under  cover  of  darkness.  The  pic 
were  brought  up  ;  the  ends  were  dug  out  of  the  worki 
the  guns  drawn  out  by  the  aid  of  ropes,  under  a  destn 
fire  from  the  occupants  of  the  lunette,  who  were  drive 
or  captured,  as  our  troops  swarmed  in  through  the  op 
in  overwhelming  numbers." 

This  Corps  lost  very  heavily.  At  ten  o'clock  at  : 
Hooker  began  to  throw  up  breast- works  to  protect  hi 
and  in  the  meantime  advanced  his  skirmish  line.  This 
darkness  moved  upon  the  enemy,  and  a  night  battle 
menced,  lighting  up  the  gloom  with  flame,  and  sendii 
heavy  thunder  all  along  our  expectant  line.  At  two  o 
in  the  morning,  the  rebels  gave  way,  and  the  low  mos 
the  dying,  and  cries  foi:  water  succeeded  to  the  uproai 
made  the  night  hideous.  In  this  battle  the  gallant  E 
rick  was  wounded,  and  had  to  leave  the  army  till  his  recc 

Monday  morning  dawned  bright  and  clear,  but  as  tt 
climbed  the  heavens  it  revealed  the  whole  valley  filled 
smoke  and  fog,  that  lay  like  a  great  pall  over  the  s 
brightness  and  beauty.  It  was  soon  discovered  tha 
rebels,  not  wanting  to  risk  another  battle,  had  evacuated 
works,  and  were  in  full  retreat.  Our  line  immediate! 
vanced,  and  the  cavalry  pressed  fiercely  on  the  enemy's 
The  latter  succeeded  in  getting  off  his  artillery,  bu' 
compelled  to  burn  his  wagon  trains  to  prevent  them 
falling  into  our  hands. 

An  officer  visited  the  spot  where  the  desperate  hai 
hand  fight  had  occurred,  for  the  lunette,  and  says, 
was  thickly  strewed  with  the  dead  and  wounded.  1 
and  around  the  work,  rebel  and  Union  officers  and  me 
piled  together ;  some  transfixed  mth  bayonet  wounds, 
faces  wearing  that  fierce  contorted  look  which  marks 
who  have  suffered  agony.     Others,  who  were  shot  dea< 
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irith  their  calm  faces  and  glassy  eyes  turned  to  heaven. 

One  might  think  they  were  but  sleeping.     Others  had  their 

skulls  crushed  in  by  the  end  of  a  musket,  while  the  owner 

of   the  musket  lay  stiff  beside  them  with  the  death-grip 

tightened  on  the  piece.     Clinging  to  one  of  the  guns  with 

iis  hand  on  the  spoke  and  his  body  bent  as  if  drawing  it, 

^y  Q*  youth  with  the  top  of  his  head  shot  off.     Another  with 

^  body  cut  in  two  still  clung  to  the  ropes."  * 

CJr-Qssing  the  Oostenaula,  Johnston  partially  destroyed  the 

'^^^ge,  so  that  the  pursuit  was  delayed.      McPherson  en- 

cieo.^\rored  to  throw  over  pontoons,  and  get  in  his  rear,  but 

^^«  unable  to  do  so  under  the  heavy  fire  to  which  he  was 

^"^I^osed,  and  the  former  got  off  with  his  army.     Our  loss  in 

Jr^^^e  two  days  had  been  heavy — about  five  thousand  in  alL 

*^^^t  of  the  enemy  was  not  probably  so  great,  for  he  fought 

^*^5nd  breastworks — but  we  took  nearly  a  thousand  prison- 

and  eight  guns,  and  a  large  quantity  of  stores. 

he  whole  army  at  once  pressed  rapidly  in  pursuit — a  por- 

going  by  circuitous  roads — struggling  through  the  rough 

'^ntry  as  it  best  could — fording  the  shallow  streams — pon- 

^^^^ning  the  deep  ones,  and  hovering  like  a  storm-cloud  on 

*^^  fleeing  enemy.     The  movements  were  complicated  and 

^^ten  wide  apart,  yet  Sherman's  grasping  mind  embraced 

^em  all,  so  that  the  entire  army  moved  like  a  single  piece 

^f  mechanism. 

On  the  17th,  Newton's  division  had  a  snarp  artillery  fight 

at  Adairville,    near    Calhoun,  but   Johnston   never  halted 

in  his  flight;  and  on  the  18th,  after  some  heavy  skirmishing, 

Clinton  fell  into  our  hands.     Here  Sherman  gave  his  gallant 

weary  troops  a  few  days  rest,  while  he  hurried  forward  his 

supplies  and  re-established  telegraphic  and  railroad  comma* 

nication  with  Chattanooga. 

•  Captain  Conyngham. 
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It  was  beautiful  spring  weather,  and  the  country  around 
being  fine,  a  perfect  carnival  reigned  in  the  camps  that  were 
scattered  for  miles  in  every  direction.     Racing  and  hunting 
parties  were  got  up,  and  mirth  and  gaiety  took  the  place  of        1 . 
battles  and  marches.     But  the  vast  extent  of  country  occcl- 
pied  by  the  army,  and  its  wooded  character,  gave  opporteE- 
nity  to  the  base  and  villainous  soldiers  that  belong  to  ever  ^ 
army  to  carry  out  a  system  of  pillage  and  house  bumiw-  g 
that  filled  the  inhabitants  with  terror,  and  spread  sufferii^  g 
on  every  side.     Cold-blooded  murders  were  not  wanting 
complete  the  dark  list  of  crimes  committed  by  them. 

Leaving  a  garrison  here,  and  also  one  at  Rome,  which  hi 
been  captured  with  all  its  warehouses,  foundries,  worksho 
and  fifteen  hundred  bales  of  cotton,  without  a  fight,  Sherma^^^ 
on  the  23rd,  again  put  his  army  in  motion  toward  Dallas — th^^=a^ 
lay  west  of  the  railroad,  south  of  AUatoona — a  place  stron  -^g 
by  nature,  and  covered  with  fortifications.    If  this  point  co?l^^^ 
be  reached  before  Johnston  abandoned  AUatoona,  he  woul-^Bd 
be  cut  oflT  from  Atlanta.     This  he  must  prevent  at  all  hazari-  -^ 
and  the  rugged  character  of  the  country  gave  him  ever— =^ 
facility  for  making  obstinate  defense  all  along  our  line  o^^^ 
march.     Day  after  day  more  or  less  fighting  occurred,  bc^-^^^ 
still  swinging  steadily  off  to  the  right,  Sherman  continue^ 
to  push  his  victorious  columns  forward  till  he  approaches 
Dallas.    The  junction  of  the  Acworth,  Marietta  and  Dallju^"^^^ 
railroad,  he  was  very  anxious  to  secure,  and  Hooker  wa5-^^^ 
ordered  to  hasten  forward  and  seize  it.     Near  New  Hop^      , 
Church,  the  latter  came  upon  the  enemy  in  strong  force,  an 
attacked  him  fiercely.     The  Corps  fought  with  its  accus- 
tomed gallantry,  and  Geary's  division  especially  distinguished 
itself     The  rebels  also  fought  desperately,  disputing  bravely 
every   inch  of  ground,   yet  Hooker  drove   them  steadily 
toward  the  junction.     But  night  came  on  before  he  reached 
it,  and  a  drenching,  pelting  rain  storm  set  in,  which  arrested 
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the  fight ;  and  the  tired  Corps  sunk  to  rest  on  the  flooded 
field. 

For  three  days  now,  there  was  constant  skirmishing,  and 
some  heavy  fighting  between  portions  of  the  army,  while 
Sherman  was  developing  his  line,  preparatory  to  a  general 
onward  movement.     On  the  28th,  Johnston,  taking  advan- 
t:age  of  the  somewhat  disintegrated  state  of  our  army,  fell  furi- 
ously on  McPherson,  while  closing  in  on  the  army  of  Thomas. 
Kaxdee's  and  Polk's  Corps  made  the  assault,  which  was  sud- 
cLen  and  terrible.     Our  men  were  behind  rifle  pits  extending 
:ffor  two  miles,  waiting,  as  the  skmnishers  fell  back,  to  receive 
^he  shock.     Logan,  hat  in  hand,  rode  along  his  division,  en- 
couraging the  men,  who  replied  with  shouts.     Soon  after, 
McPherson  with  his  staff,  rode  along  the  whole  line,  received 
ivith  deafening  cheers  as  he  passed.     The  assaulting  columns 
came  down  with  shouts  and  yells,  that  rose  over  the  crash  of 
their  volleys ;  but  our  troops  reserved  their  fire  until  the  enemy 
were  within  a  few  yards,  when  a  volley  from  the  first  rank 
leaped  forth  like  a  sheet  of  lightning,  cutting  with  its  fiery 
blade  the  rebel  line  of  battle.     A  second  one  from  the  rear 
rank  instantaneously  followed,  and  the  rash,  brave  foe  fell 
like  grass  before  the  swinging  scythe.    Rolled  back  before  this 
withering  fire,  they  rallied  again  and  again,  and  came  on 
with  the  same  defiant  shouts,  charging  up  almost  to  the  muz- 
zles of  the  guns.     But  it  was  like  the  waves  beating  the 
rocks.     The  Army  of  the  Tennessee  never  wavered,  but 
steady  and  stern,  stood  and  reaped  that  harvest  of  death,  till 
night  fell,  when  the  baffled  foe  gave  it  up,  and  retired,  leav- 
ing the  ground  covered  with  dead.     His  loss  in  this  despe- 
rate assault  was  fully  three  thousand,  while  McPherson-'s  was 
not  over  a  third  as  great. 

Sherman  now  paused  a  few  days  to  mislead  the  enemy, 
and  on  the  1st  of  June  sent  McPherson  around  to  the  left 
on  another  flank  movement     Johnston  was  confounded  at 
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these  continual  flank  movements — now  around  his  right,  and 
then  around  his  left,  ever  threatening  his  communications 
with  Atlanta.  As  before,  so  now  he  was  compelled  to  aban- 
don his  stronghold  which  he  had  fortified  with  so  much  care, 
and  fell  back  to  Kenesaw  Mountain,  if  possible  a  still  stronger 
position  than  any  he  had  thus  far  abandoned.  Making  AUa- 
toona  Pass  a  secondary  base,  and  leaving  a  garrison  there  to 
hold  it,  and  repairing  the  railroad  behind  him,  Sherman  pre- 
pared to  advance  again. 

On  the  9th  of  June  "  Forward  "  sounded  from  our  bugles, 
and  the  conquering  army  took  up  its  march  for  Kenesaw 
Mountain. 

BATTLE  OF   KENESAW  MOUNTAIN. 

It  drew  up  in  front  of  this  formidable  height,  whose  crest, 
four  hundred  feet  high,  was  seen  to  be  lined  with  artillery. 
On  the  right  arose  other  mountains,  and,  farther  back.  Lost 
Mountain — all  dark  with  batteries,  while  fevery  spur  was  aKve 
with  men,  "  felling  trees,  digging  pits,  and  preparing  for  the 
grand  struggle  impending."  Says  Sherman,  "  the  scene  was 
enchanting,  too  beautiful  to  be  disturbed  by  the  rude  clamors 
of  war,  but  the  Chattahoochee  lay  beyond,  and  I  had  to  reach 
it."  "  By  the  11th  of  June  our  lines  were  well  up,  and  we  made 
dispositions  to  break  the  line  between  Kenesaw  and  Pine 
Mountains.  General  Hooker  was  on  its  right  and  front.  Gen- 
eral Howard  on  its  left  and  front,  and  General  Palmer  be- 
tween it  and  the  railroad."  On  the  14th,  during  a  sharp 
cannonade.  General  Polk  was  killed,  and  the  next  morning 
Pine  Mountain  was  discovered  to  be  abandoned. 

The  death  of  Polk,  as  related  by  Captain  Conyngham,  re- 
minds one  of  the  death  of  Moreau,  at  Leipsic.  Bonaparte, 
seeing  a  group  of  oflBcers  on  a  distant  elevation,  ordered  a 
captain  of  artillery  to  throw  a  shot  into  it,  saying,  perhape 
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e  little  Generals  are  there.     The  latter  did  so,  and  the 
car^xion  ball  smote  Moreau. 

Sherman,  riding  up  to  a  battery,  took  a  careful  survey  of 
I^ine  Mountain  with  his  glass.  Then  turning  to  Captain  Si- 
raonson,  he  said,  "  Can  you  send  a  shell  right  on  the  top  of  that 
knob  ?  I  notice  a  battery  there,  and  several  general  officers 
near  it"  ''  I'll  try.  General,"  was  the  reply.  He  fired.  "A 
little  too  high,  try  again,  with  a  shorter  fuse,"  said  Sher- 
nian.  The  second  shell  flew  through  the  air,  and  entering 
the  distant  group,  crashed  through  the  side  of  Polk,  tearing 
l^is  body  into  fragments. 

Thomas  and  Schofield  now  advanced,  and  found  the  ene- 

^^y  a.gain  strongly  intrenched  along  the  line  of  rugged  hills 

that     connect  Kenesaw  and  Lost  Mountains.     On  the  17th, 

*1^^   onemy  abandoned  Lost  Mountain,  and  took  position  on 

■K.^ciesaw;  his  right  wing  thrown  back,  so  as  to  cover  Mari- 

^^-^^^    and  his  left  covering  the  railroad  in  the  rear,  thus  con- 

^^^ting  his  lines,  and  leaving  no  weak  spot  open  to  an  at- 

^•^l^-     From  his  high  position  he  could  look  down  on  every 

^^^"v-^ment  of  our  troops,  while  his  cannon  thundered  away 

I^^^i:i  our  long  line.     To  make  matters  worse,  a  heavy  rain 

^-^^^31  had  set  in,  and  day  and  night,  week  after  week,  it 

*^^^^^ed  down  on  the  exposed  army,  turning  the  narrow  coun- 

^•3^  ^oads  into  guUeys,  and  every  open  space  into  a  marsh,  and 

^^  "^  preventing  any  general  movement.     The  troops  suffered 


^t\jj  yet  kept  steadily  it  work.     "  General  McPherson 
^^^hing  the  enemy  on  Kenesaw,  and  working  his  left  for- 


General  Thomas,  swinging,  as  it  were  on  a  grand  left 
^^el,  his  left  on  Kenesaw,  connected  with  General  McPher- 
^-j       ^  ^  while  General  Schofield  was  all  the  while  working  to 
south  and  east  along  the  old  Sandtown  road." 
'bus  matters  went  on,  amid  the  pelting  rain,  when  on  the 
1^^  ^^d.   Hood  made  a  sudden  attack   on    Hooker's   Corps. 
5.ving  in  the  advanced  detachments,  he  fell  furiously  on 
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Williams'  division.     The  onset  was  fierce,  bnt  failed— tli( 


enemy  losing  seven  or  eight  hundred  men.  Sherman  noi 
determined  to  assault  in  turn ;  and,  on  the  27th,  the  arm] 
advanced  against  the  stronghold.  The  long  rain  storm  ha( 
cleared  away,  the  roads  were  good — and  a  warm  summer 
sun  was  shining,  as  the  columns  moved  off  on  the  desperaU 
undertaking.  The  grand  assault  was  made  by  the  two  armie=^38 
of  Thomas  and  McPherson,  at  two  different  pointa  Gullej  1 1  \ 
rocks,  trees,  and  underbrush,  lay  on  the  line  of  march,  befon=re 
the  mountain,  swarming  now  with  men  like  bees,  could  fc^ae 
reached.  Heralded  by  the  crash  of  artillery,  the  columE=i8 
moved  steadily  forward,  and  the  battle  soon  raged  furioud; 
Kenesaw  seemed  a  volcano  there  in  the  summer  air,  while 
surge  of  fire  kept  rolling  steadily  up  its  base.  Troops  nev< 
behaved  more  gallantly,  and  the  officers  held  them  to  the 
deadly  work  with  unparalleled  devotion.  Generals  McC< 
and  Harker  fell  at  the  head  of  their  brigades,  cheering 
the  men,  and  many  other  officers  went  down  before  the  ai 
fire  that  swept,  without  cessation,  the  rugged  slopes  of 
mountain.  But  it  was  vain  valor,  for  the  position  was 
strong  to  be  carried  by  direct  assault.  Some  brave  rej 
ments  mounted  half  way  up  the  slope,  but  only  to  be  hurl< 
back  broken  and  bleeding ;  and  at  length  the  bugles 
out  the  order  to  cease  firing,  and  the  battle  was  over.  Sh( 
man  had  met  his  first  defeat.  His  loss  was  severe,  reachic^^ST 
full  three  thousand,  among  Vhom  were  many  valuab-^^ 
officers. 

K  Sherman  made  any  mistake  in  this  remarkable 
paign,  it  was  in  ordering  this  assault.     His  own  reasons  1^^   ^ 
making  it  are  not  satisfactory.     He  says,  "  all  looked  to  ocr^'" 
flank.     An  army  to  be  efficient  must  not  settle  down  to  o^^^ 
single  mode  of  offense,"  &c.     An  army  must  "settle  dowi^ 
just  to  that  "  mode  of  offense  "  which  will  bring  victory  wi*^ 
the  least  loss  of  life.     He  thought  also  that  the  "mora/ 
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Ject"  of  a  successful  assault  would  be  good.  But  it  is 
nally  true  that  the  "  moral  eflFcct "  of  an  unsuccessful  one 
bad,  and  the  chances  here  were  nine  to  one  against  him. 
^des,  be  after  all,  had  to  fall  back  again  to  his  old  flank- 
j  system,  the  only  wise  course  when  it  can  be  taken  against 
2h  a  strong  position  as  Kenesaw  mountain  was. 
Grathering  up  his  bleeding  army,  and,  burying  his  dead, 
3er  a  flag  of  truce,  he  sent  McPherson  'forward  to  the 
ittahoochee,  far  in  the  rear  of  Kenesaw  Mountain.  As 
u  as  Johnston  was  aware  of  this  movement,  he  evacuated 
strong  position,  and  Sherman  rode  into  Marietta.  The 
xlt  showed  that  this  would  have  been  the  proper  course 
irst,  and  that  he  could  have  had  the  strong  position  with- 

the  loss  of  a  man. 
iherman  now  pressed  forward,  in  hope  of  catching  John- 
:x  in  the  confusion  of  crossing  the  Chattahoochee.     But 

latter  had  provided  against  such  a  contingency,  and  cov- 
^  his  movements  so  well  that  no  considerable  advantage 
^Td  be  gained  over  him,  though  more  or  less  fighting  oc- 
X:ed  all  the  way  to  its  banks.     On  the  4th  and  5th  of  July, 

rebel  army  crossed  the  river  in  safety.  On  the  7th, 
lofield  effected  a  lodgment  on  the  farther  bank,  and  laid 
rood  pontoon  and  trestle  bridge.  Sherman  handled  his 
ops  with  such  skill,  that  by  the  ninth,  he  had  secured 
*^e  good  points  for  crossing  over  his  army  above  the  ene- 
'^^8  tete-du-ponty  when  the  latter  reluctantly  abandoned  his 
it  line  of  defense,  and  fell  back  to  Atlanta. 
In  the  meantime  Rousseau,  with  two  thousand  car- 
ry, was  sent  ai'ound  Atlanta,  to  destroy  the  railroad  at 
pelika,  Ala.,  south,  and  cut  off  Johnston's  supplies.  This 
rce  was  gone  twelve  days,  and  succeeded  in  accomplishing 
I  object,  and  returned,  with  the  loss  of  only  thirty  men. 
The  control  of  the  Chattahoochee,  Sherman  said,  "  was  one 
not  the  chief  object  of  the  campaign,"  but  Atlanta  lay 
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only  eight  miles  distant,  and  he  determined  to  capture  it. 
But  after  the  heavy  marching  and  fighting  of  the  past  few 
weeks,  the  army  needed  rest  before  entering  on  such  a  des- 
perate undertaking,  and  it  pitched  its  camps  along  the  stream, 
and  gave  itself  up  to  several  days'  repose.  From  a  neigh- 
boring hill  the  steeples  of  Atlanta,  and  the  smoke  of  its 
foundries  could  be  seen.  Around  it  stretched  a  beautiful 
country,  dotted  with  plantations,  while  in  every  direction, 
the  smoke  of  locomotives,  as  they  sped  along  the  plains,  re- 
vealed the  various  lines  of  railroad  that  ^entered  in  the 
placa 


— <• 
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JULT-SEFTEUBSR,  1861 

ATLANTA  REACHED — BOOD^S  FIlteT  ATTACK — HIS  ASSAULT  OK  MC  PHER80N — 
DEATH  OF  THE  LATTER — HOWARD  PLACED  OVER  THE  ARMY  OF  THE  TENNES- 
SEE— STONEMAN  AND  MO  COOK's    RAID HOOKER   RESIGNS — FIERCE   ATTACK 

ON  HOWARD — SHELLING  OF  ATLANTA AN  UNSUCCESSFUL  ASSAULT — ^WHEE- 
LER SENT    TO    CUT    SHBRMAN'b    COMMUNICATIONS — KILPATRICK   DISPATCHED 

TO   CUT    hood's SHERMAN  RESOLVED  TO    PLANT   HIS   ARMT   ON  THE   MACON 

ROAD BATTLE  OF  JONESBORO' — ATLANTA  CUT  OFF — HOOD  EVACUATES  IT 

8L0CUM  TAKES  POSSESSION — THE  REBEL  ARMT  PURSUED  TO  LOVEJOy's  STA- 
TION— REST  TO  THE  ARMT SUMMING  UP  OF  THE  CAMPAIGN— ^SHERMAN  OR- 
DERS  ALL   THE   INHABITANTS   TO   LEAVE BIS  CORRESPONDENCE  WITH  HOOD 

AND  THE  MAYOR,  ON  TBE  SUBJECT. 

ON  the  17th  of  July,  the  whole  army  moved  forward, 
fighting  as  it  advanced,  and,  at  length,  Atlanta  greeted 
the  eyes  of  the  weary,  suffering,  yet  enthusiastic  troops. 

Johnston,  at  this  time,  was  removed  from  command,  and 
Hood  put  in  his  place.  A  new  mode  of  conducting  the  cam- 
paign was  now  to  be  inaugurated.  The  Fabian  policy  was 
dropped  at  once,  and  the  impetuous  Hood,  the  moment  he 
obtained  the  control  of  the  army,  broke  into  a  furious  offen- 
sive. On  the  20th,  Sherman  was  in  the  act  o|*  forming  his 
new  lines,  about  five  miles  from  Atlanta,  with  no  enemy  in 
force  apparently  near,  when  suddenly,  nearly  the  whole  of 
Hood's  army  came  pouring  forward  with  shouts  and  yells, 
that  rolled  like  thunder  over  the  field.  Newton's  division 
of  Howard's  Corps,  and  Johnson's  of  Palmer's,  received  the 
first  shock.  They  had  just  before  thrown  up  a  breastwork 
of  rails,  behind  which  they  poured  in  a  galling  fire.  Hook- 
er's Corps,  however,  was  entirely  uncovered,  yet  stood  like 
a  flaming  citadel  in  the  open  fields.     Where  this  onset  was 
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made,  a  gap  in  the  lines  existed,  which  Hood  hoped  to  pen 
trate.  Had  he  succeeded,  disastrous  consequences  wouli 
doubtless,  have  followed.  But  though  the  assault  was  su( 
den  as  a  thunder-clap,  and  found  our  troops  partially  unpn 
pared,  it  failed  to  break  through  our  lines.  The  rebels  thre^ 
themselves  forward  on  our  batteries  with  a  recklessness  thi 
was  frightful  to  behold.  Their  ranks  melted  away  befor^^rre 
the  fire  like  the  sand  bank  when  caved  by  the  torrent,  y^^  et 
the  living  never  faltered.  Over  their  own  piled-up  dead,  the-^sey 
still  crowded  the  gates  of  death  with  a  self-devotion  nev^^  er 
surpassed.  The  sacrifice  was  great,  but  it  did  not  avail,  aaMzz»d 
the  bleeding,  shattered  host  fell  back  to  its  intrenchment^i^Hs, 
having  lost  in  this  short,  fierce  engagement,  according  to  tttle 
estimate  of  Thomas,  five  thousand  men.  Our  loss  was  abow  -^ut 
half  that  number. 

Two  days  after.  Hood  abandoned  his  extensive  line  of  dJ^He* 
fenses,  falling  back  to  his  interior  position  of  redoubts,  in 

front  of  which  were  almost  impenetrable  ck&oavx-de-fria^^^ 
with  water  between  them. 

While  Thomas  was  thus  pushing  forward  in  front,  i^da 
Pherson,  from  Decatur  to  the  feastward,  was  moving  doT — ari 
the  railroad  toward  the  city. 

Hood,  two  days  after  this  terrible  repulse,  made  anotlK=36i 
desperate  attempt  to  break  through  the  net  that  was  steadr — Jly 
closing  round  him.  Leaving  just  enough  troops  in  the 
trenchments  to  hold  them,  he  massed  his  entire  army  agaii 
McPherson  on  the  left,  who  had  not  yet  got  into  poaticni^^D- 
The  onset,  if  possible,  was  more  terrific  than  that  of  t^^^^^ 
days  before,  and,  at  one  time,  came  very  near  overwhelmi  ::^^% 
the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  Blair  caught  the  first  blo^  ^^ 
and  then  the  shouting,  yelling,  frantic  mass  poured  down  -^^ 
the  whole  line  with  a  fury  that,  at  first,  seemed  irresistihl^^ 
In  the  meantime,  a  heavy  force  got  in  the  rear  and  captur-^^ 
some  twelve  guns     The  enraged  gunners  rushed  back  fi^ 


A    BLOODY    CONTEST.  333 

r  pieces,  and  a  bloody,  hand  to  hand  fight  took  place 
•  them.  In  front,  the  rebels,  with  their  usual  daring, 
led  unflinchingly  through  the  fire  that  wasted  them,  up 
le  very  breastworks,  and  planted  their  colors  alongside 
ur  own,  and  fought  like  tigers  around  them.  ^^For  a 
'an  Jiour^  the  tiuo  armies  fought  face  to  face  each  aide  of  the 
?  line  of  intrenchmentSy  with  the  battle  colors  of  the  re- 
live  parties  flying  from  the  same  works'  The  struggle 
so  close  and  deadly  that  orders  were  of  little  avail — it 
a  contest  of  the  old  Greeks  and  Romans,  when  every- 
g,  for  a  time,  rested  solely  on  the  valor  of  the  soldiers. 
*man,  with  Schofield  and  Howard,  stood  on  an  elevation 
commanded  a  view  of  the  battle  field.  Planting  two  bat- 
js  on  two  hills — one  on  each  side  of  him — ^which  poured  a 
merging  fire  into  the  enemy,  he  sent  word  to  Logan,  in  the 
re,  to  mass  his  troops  and  charge.  "  You  must  retake 
e  guns,"  was  the  stern  order.  No  sooner  did  the  gallant 
in  receive  it,  than  he  swiftly  massed  his  troops,  and 
ig  alternately  at  the  heads  of  the  columns,  shouted  them 
Wood's  division  led  the  charge,  and  a  loud  cheer  rolled 
n  the  line,  as  it  advanced.  The  enemy  supposing  we 
J  thoroughly  beaten,  were  astonished  at  the  sight,  but 
ed  boldly  out  to  meet  the  onset — the  artillery,  on  both 
5,  playing  over  the  heads  of  the  troopa  Soon,  however, 
•ased  as  the  approaching  lines  came  close  together.  A 
hing  fire,  a  cheer,  and  then  we  were  upon  and  over  them, 
Bering  them  in  flight,  and  retaking  part  of  the  guna 
be  struggle  was  a  short  one,  but  while  it  lasted,  death 
ed  the  field  with  rapid  strokes.  Six  tremendous  assaults 
5  made  on  the  Fifteenth,  Sixteenth  and  Seventeenth 
)S,  but  when  darkness  closed  over,  the  field,  victory  was 
The  dead  lay  everywhere — sometimes  in  ranks,  as 
gh  whole  companies  had  been  swept  away  by  a  single 
jy.     Logan  reported  the  enemy's  dead  at  over  three 
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thousand,  and  the  whole  rebel  loss  was  estimated  at  twelve 
thousand,  including  seventeen  hundred  prisoners.  We  cap- 
tured, also,  eighteen  stand  of  colors,  and  five  thousand  small 
arms.  Our  loss  was  only  a  little  over  seventeen  hundred. 
'She  enemy,  however,  succeeded  in  carrying  oflf  eight  piecea 
of  artillery.  Our  greatest  loss,  however,  was  the  death  of 
General  McPherson,  who  fell  while  crossing  a  piece  of  woods, 
attended  only  by  an  orderly.  He  came  unexpectedly  upon 
a  detachment  of  rebels,  who  fired  upon  him  as  he  attempt- 
ed to  escape. 

A  comparatively  young  man,  he  was  one  of  the  ablest 
officers  in  the  army.  Long  before  he  was  known  to  the 
public,  Grant  leaned  on  him,  and  the  enemy,  who  knew  his 
worth,  feared  him.  Noble  and  pure-minded,  he  was  beloved 
by  all.  Able  in  council,  his  opinions  carried  great  weight, 
while  in  "  the  high  places  of  the  field,"  he  moved,  a  tower 
of  strength.  As  Napoleon,  when  it  was  told  him  that  the 
noble,  true-hearted  Duroc  had  feJlen,  so  the  iron-hearted 
Sherman,  when  the  tidings  reached  him  that  McPherson  was 
dead,  burst  into  tears. 

The  next  day,  Garrard  returned  from  a  cavalry  raid  to 
Covington,  forty-two  miles  east  of  Atlanta,  in  which  railroads, 
bridges,  cotton,  stores,  &c.,  were  destroyed,  he  having  lost 
but  two  men  in  the  expedition. 

Sherman  was  now  able  to  move  his  lines  so  as  to  lay  regu- 
lar siege  to  Atlanta,  but  to  cut  off  its  supplies,  it  was  necces- 
sary  that  the  Macon  road  should  be  broken  up.  To  accom- 
plish this,  Stoneman  was  dispatched  with  a  cavalry  force  of 
five  thousand,  while  McCook,  with  four  thousand  infantry  was 
to  meet  him  on  the  railroad  near  Lovejoy's,  and  co-operate 
with  his  movement.  The  former  got  in  front  of  Macon,  bo* 
on  his  return,  he  was  surrounded  by  Iverson,  and  captured, 
with  a  thousand  of  his  men.  McCook  performed  his  pa^ 
of  the  task  assigned  him,  but  getting  hemmed  iu  by  a  larg® 
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force  of  infantry  and  cavalry,  had  to  cut  his  way  out,  which 
fce  did  in  the  most  gallant  style.  On  the  whole,  the  expe- 
dition was  a  sad  failure.  Sherman,  in  the  meantime,  kept 
extending  his  lines  and  tightening  his  coils  around  the 
cloomed  place.  Like  a  scorpion  girt  with  fire,  Hood  turned 
^nd  turned  to  find  some  way  of  escape,  and  on  the  28th,  at 
:iiooD,  again  flung  his  army  in  a  desperate  assault  on  our 
Hoes.  Again  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  received  the  rebel 
assault,  but,  this  time,  under  the  leadership  of  Howard. 
Sherman  had  put  him  in  McPherson's  place,  which  so  offend- 
ed Hooker,  who  felt  his  claims  were  overlooked,  that  he  re- 
signed his  position  and  came  home.  Howard  had  assumed 
^rect  command  only  the  day  before  the  battle. 

Says  Sherman,  "  The  enemy  had  come  out  of  Atlanta  by 
the  Bell's  Ferry  road,  and  formed  his  masses  in  the  open 
ifields,  behind  a  swell  of  ground,  and  after  the  artillery  firing, 
advanced  in  parallel  lines,  directly  against  the  Fifteenth 
Corps,  expecting  to  catch  that  flank  in  air.  His  advance  was 
magnificent,  but  founded  on  an  error  that  cost  him  sadly ; 
for  our  men  coolly  and  deliberately  cut  down  his  men,  and, 
in  spite  of  the  efforts  of  the  rebel  officers,  his  ranks  broke  and 
fled.  But  they  were  rallied  again  and  again,  as  often  as  six 
times,  at  some  points,  and  a  few  of  the  rebel  officers  and 
men  reached  our  lines  of  rail-piles,  but  only  to  be  killed  or 
hauled  over  as  prisoners."  These  assaults  continued  from 
noon  until  four  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  enemy  disappear- 
ed, leaving  his  dead  and  wounded  in  our  hands.  The  splen- 
did and  daring  manner  in  which  the  rebel  troops,  right  on 
the  top  of  repeated  defeats,  were  brought  to  the  assault, 
speaks  volumes  for  their  bravery.  After  being  driven  for 
nearly  two  hundred  miles,  and  then,  when  turning  and 
breaking  into  a  furious  offensive,  remorselessly  slaughtered,  it 
showed  the  highest  order  of  bravery,  and  marvellous  endu- 
rance, to  move  with  confident  bearing,  as  they  did,  against 
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overwhelming  numbers,  protected  by  breastworks.    The  ^n- 
emy's  loss,  in  this  last  attack,  was  estimated  at  six  thousanft  <l, 
while  our  own  was  under  six  hundred — ^a  great  disparity, 
if  true.     Five  stand  of  colors  were  taken,  and  two  thousaj^d 
muskets. 

Hood  now  let  Sherman  advance  his  lines  without  int^^rr- 
ruption.  He  was  dashing  his  army  to  pieces  against  the  a^  ^' 
amantine  wall  closing  around  him ;  and  he  saw  that  soi^^^ 
other  course  must  be  adopted,  or  his  fate  was  sealed. 

Sherman  now  began  to  shell  the  place,  and,  at  one  poirn:*'} 
made  an  assault,  in  which  he  lost  some  four  hundred  m^  ^• 
But,  on  a  careful  examination  of  the  enemy's  works,  he  sat-^ 
that  the  place  could  not  be  carried  by  storm  without  a  1 
that  would  leave  him  without  an  army,  and  he  cast  abo- 
for  other  means  of  reducing  it.  If  he  could  once  plant 
army  on  the  Macon  road,  he  knew  that  Hood  would  have 
leave,  for  this,  now,  was  his  only  line  of  supplies.  He 
once  resolved  to  do  this,  and  the  18th  day  of  August  bei 
chosen  for  the  movement,  the  wagons  were  loaded  with 
teen  days'  provisions. 

But  Hood,  in  the  meantime,  had  formed  a  similar  pL 
against  Sherman.     Finding  himself  unable  to  break  throu 
his  lines  and  defeat  his  army,  he  determined  to  cut  his  c<> 
munications,  and  starve  him  into  a  retreat     Wheeler, 
all  his  cavalry,  was  sent  oflF  toward  Chattanooga,  to  ope 
on  the  single  line  of  railroad  by  which  Sherman's  army 
fed.     When  this  was  told  the  latter,  instead  of  being  alar***" 
ed,  he  said,  ''  I  could  not  have  asked  anything  better,  foT  J 
have  provided  well  for  such  a  contingency."     He  knew  tli^' 
Wheeler  would  fail,  while  it  relieved  him  from  the  anno/- 
ances  of  cavalry.     He,  therefore,  resolved  to  cut  the  West 
Point  railroad  at  Fairburn,  and  the  Macon  road  at  Jones- 
boro',  by  cavalry  alone,  and  Kilpatrick,  who  had  returned  to 
duty,  was  dispatched  with  four  thousand  men  and  eight  pfe* 
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of  artillery  to  carry  out  his  plan.    Although  this  bold  rider 
lade  a  complete  circuit  of  Atlanta,  yet  the  expedition  was 
uly  partially  successful.     Breaking  the  roads  was  compara- 
ively  a  small  matter ;  they  must  be  held  permanently,  and 
Sherman  returned  to  his  original  plan.    The  surplus  wag- 
ons were  sent  back  to  his  intrenched  bridge  on  the  Chatta- 
.oochee  river^  whither  the  Twentieth  Corps  was  also  dis- 
patched, and  the  various  movements  at  once  commenced  for 
«:^axrying  it  out.     The  separate  columns  moved  like  clock- 
ork,  and  reaching  without  delay  the  points  aimed  at,  show- 
rd  the  highest  stragetic  skill  on  the  part  of  Sherman. 
To  a  common  observer,  only  a  vast  army  could  be  seen 
^X:»arching  by  various  roads  over  the  country ;  but,  in  Sher- 
I's  plan,  they  were  like  the  several  wheels  of  a  mighty 
line,  whose  steady  revolutions  lift  the  ponderous  ham- 
which  by  its  descending  blows  grinds  eveiy-thing 
V>eneath  it  to  powder. 

The  West  Point  railroad  was  reached  and  torn  up,  and 
^fthen  the  army  moved  eastward  to  Jonesboro'.     On  the  31st, 
toward,  who  was  on  the  right,  arrived,  while  Thomas,  in  the 
centre,  was  at  Couch's,  and  Schofield  commanding  the  left,  at 
^Hough  and  Ready.     A  glance  at  the  map,  will  show  in  what 
«  desperate  position  Hood  was  now  placed.     He  was  com- 
pletely  cut  off  south  and  east,  by  railroad,  and  he  must  de- 
molish  this  living  wall,  closing  around  him,  or  leave  Atlanta 
at  once.    He  attempted  to  effect  the  former,  and  S.  D.  Lee  and 
Hardee,  with  their  Corps,  fell  on  Thomas  with  desperate  reso- 
lution, and  a  fierce  battle  followed.     The  rebels  fought  with 
their  accustomed  gallantry,  and,  for  a  while,  pressed  Thomas' 
veterans  sorely,  but  they  were  finally  repulsed  with  a  loss  of 
Bome  four  thousand  men.     Davis'  Corps  now  came  up,  and, 
at  four  o'clock  on  the  1st  of  September,  moved  majestically 
on  the  rebel  position,  sweeping  it  like  an  inundation,  and 
capturing  an  entire  brigade,  with  its  General  and  eight  guna 
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Five  thousand  more  were  here  put  hors-dvrCOTnbat^  while  our 
loss,  ii;!  both  engagements,  was  but  little  over  two  thousand. 
Hood's  army  was  fast  melting  away,  and  the  shattered  rem- 
nant must  now  flee  or  be  captured.  He  saw  plainly  that  all 
was  lost,  and  that  night,  hastily  evacuated  Atlanta,  blow- 
ing up  magazines  and  stores,  and  destroying  seven  locomo- 
tives and  eighty-one  cars. 

The  torch  was  applied,  also,  to  a  thousand  bales  of  cotton, 
which  made  the  midnight  heavens  lurid  with  flame.     Light- 
ed on  his  gloomy  march  by  this  sea  of  fire,  Hood  moved 
swiftly  forward  over  the  country  toward  Macon.      The  in- 
habitants of  Atlanta,   filled  with   consternation,  streamed 
after  him  in  every  vehicle  they  could  lay  their  hands  on, 
making  a  scene  of  terror  and  confusion  that  baffles  descrip- 
tion. Slocum,  of  the  Twentieth  Corps,  seven  miles  north,  on  th 
Chatahoochee,  heard  the  explosions,  caused  by  the  blowin 
up  of  the  cars,  and  saw  the  ruddy  heavens,  and  suspectin 
the  cause,  sent  out,  at  day-break,  a  strong  column  to  reco 
noitre.     Atlanta  was  found  deserted,  and  he  marched  in  an*- 
took  possession  of  it 

At  daylight,  next  morning,  the  army  started  in  pursuit 
Hood,  and  kept  up  the  chase,  for  thirty  miles,  to  Lovejo 
where  he  was  found  strongly  fortified.    Here  it  was  arrest- 
and  moved  back  to  Atlanta,  for  the  campaign  was  over, 
the  tentless,  almost  shoeless,  ragged  soldiers  needed 
Sherman  wrote,  "  Atlanta  is  ours,  and  fairly  won,"  and  so        it 
was — won  by  genius,  skill,  and  downright  hard  fighting.    J        fg 
had  given  the  lie  to  all  prognostications,  and  stamped  hinzran- 
self  the  foremost  General  of  the  age. 

This  extraordinary  campaign  cannot  be  summed  up  bette^:^^ 
than  in  these  words  of  Colonel  Bowman.     "  When  we  reflec-?^^^* 
upon  the  enormous  distance  traversed — upon  its  rugged  an 
defensible  character ;  it  being  nothing  less  than  a  penetra- 
tion of  the  entire  series  of  parallel  Alleghany  ranges — ^upo 
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he  strong  army  and  able  General  of  the  enemy,  contesting 
►ur  advance,  inch  by  inch,  over  ground  entirely  known  to 
hem  and  unkown  to  us,  after  years  of  preparation  in  roads 
ncl  fortified  places — upon  the  fact  that  Sherman  was  obli- 
;ed  to  rebuild  bridges  and  railroads,  as  he  advanced,  and 
protect  his  line  of  supplies,  all  the  way  from  Nashville  to 
Ltlanta,  three  hundred  miles  long — upon  the  dazzling  series 
if  victories  unbroken,  save  at  Kenesaw,  which  crowned  our 
manners — upon  the  miraculous  handling  of  troops,  as  if  by 
Qechanism,  over  the  most  wretched  of  roads,  in  the  most 
mpracticable  of  countries — upon  the  skillful  and  extraordi- 
nary system  of  supplies,  of  food,  forage  and  ammunition — 
ipon  the  tremendous  disparity  of  loss  inflicted  on  the  ene- 
ny,  although  he  fought  a  defensive  campaign — upon  the 
wronderful,  tactical  genius  of  the  great  Commander,  whether 
jn  the  march  or  in  battle — this  campaign  must  stand  unsur- 
passed in  the  annals  of  history."  Even  the  momentous  events 
transpiring  East,  could  not  overshadow  this  great  campaign, 
not  only  great  in  its  actual  character,  but  also  in  its  results. 
The  centre  of  Southern  railroads  was  reached,  the  Confed- 
eracy again  bisected,  and  Sherman's  hand  was  feeling  its 
great  arteries. 

He  now  placed  his  camp  in  order  and  showed  that  he  had 
come  to  stay.  He  commenced  putting  Atlanta  in  a  state  of 
defense,  and  ordered  all  non-combatants  to  be  removed  to 
Hood's  lines,  with  their  servants  and  eflfects.  He  asked  the 
latter  for  his  co-operation  in  effecting  this.  Hood  acceded  to 
his  proposition,  but  bitterly  denounced  the  measure  as  "  un- 
precedented^ studied  and  ungenerous  cruelty.^' 

This  was  a  charge  so  wholly  contrary  to  Sherman's  char- 
acter, and  so  repugnant  to  his  feelings,  that  he  replied  to  it 
He  had  before  shown  that  he  wielded  a  trenchant  pen,  as 
well  as  sword.  His  letter  to  the  Massachusetts  agent,  who 
asked  to  enter  his  lines  to  get  blacks  to  fill  up  the  quota  of 
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buildings.  This  being  so,  how  is  it  possible  for  the  peop 
still  here  (mostly  women  and  children)  to  find  shelter,  at 
how  can  they  live  through  the  Winter  in  the  woods — no  she 
tor  or  subsistence — in  the  midst  of  strangers  who  know  the 
not,  and  without  the  power  to  assist  them  much  if  they  we 
willing  to  do  so. 

*'  This  is  but  a  feeble  picture  of  the  consequences  of  tk 
measure.  You  know,  the  woe,  the  horror  and  the  suflferi: 
cannot  be  described  by  words.  Imagination  can  only  cc 
ceive  of  it,  and  we  ask  you  to  take  these  things  into  cons 
eration.  We  know  your  mind  and  time  are  continually  < 
cupied  with  the  duties  of  your  command,  which  almost  i 
ters  us  from  asking  your  attention  to  the  matter,  but  thoug 
it  might  be  that  you  liad  iiot  considered  the  subject  in  alJ  i 
its  awful  consequences,  aod  that,  on  reflection,  you,  we  hop 
would  not  make  this  people  an  exception  to  all  mankind ;  f^ 
we  know  of  no  such  instance  ever  having  occurred — sure' 
not  in  the  United  States.  And  what  has  this  helpless  p^ 
pie  done,  that  they  should  be  driven  from  their  homes,  ^ 
wander  as  strangers,  outcasts  and  exiles,  and  to  subsist  c 
charity  ?  " 

Sherman  felt  the  truth  of  all  this,  and  saw  that  his  conrs 
might  be  deemed  harsh  in  the  sight  of  the  world,  so,  to  clea 
himself  from  an  unjust  charge,  and  place  the  reason  of  L 
conduct  on  record  for  the  future  historian,  he  wrote  the  fc 
lowing  letter : — 

"Atlanta,  Ga.,  Sept.  12, 1864. 

James  M.  Calhoun,  Mayor,  K  E.  Bawson,  and  S.  G.  Wells,  representifl 
the  City  Council  of  Atlanta : 

Gentlemen  : — I  have  yonr  letter  of  the  11th,  in  the  nature  of  a  petitic 
to  revoke  my  orders  removing  all  the  inhabitants  from  Atlanta.  I  have  re=^ 
it  carefully,  and  give  full  credit  to  your  statements  of  the  distress  that  v 
be  occasioned  by  it,  and  yet  shall  not  revoke  my  order,  simply  because  n 
orders  are  not  designed  to  meet  the  humanities  of  the  case,  but  to  prep» 
for  the  future  struggles,  in  which  millions,  yea  hundreds  of  millions  ofpK 
people  outside  of  Atlanta  have  a  deep  interest.  We  must  have  Peaee^  n< 
«uly  at  Atlanta,  but  in  all  America.    To  secure  this,  A?e  must  stop  the  vi 
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as  we  propose  to-day,  and  not  deal  in  such  hypocritical  appeals  to  God 
humanity.     God  will  judge  us  in  due  time ;  and  He  will  pronounce 

ther  it  be  more  humane  to  light  with  a  town  full  of  women  and  the  fam- 
of  a  "  brave  people "  at  ourback,  or  to  remove  them,  in  time,  to  places 

i.fety  among  their  own  friends  and  people. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
>igned,)  W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major-General  Commandmg." 

Chis  policy,  at  the  first  blush,  did  seem  cruel,  and  the  fact 
t  the  enemy  committed  acts  of  barbarity,  was  no  justifica- 
X  for  Sherman's  committing  similar  acts.  It  is,  therefore, 
»  right  that  he  should  be  heard  in  his  own  defense.  So  heav- 
clid  this  order  fall  on  the  innocent  women  and  children, 
t  the  Mayor  begged  him,  in  the  name  of  mercy,  to  revoke 

Among  other  things,  he  says : — 
*  Many  poor  women  are  in  an  advanced  state  of  pregnan- 
;  others,  having  young  children,  whose  husbands,  for  the 
ater  part,  are  either  in  the  army,  prisoners,  or  dead. 
ne  say,  '  I  have  such  a  one  sick  at  my  house ;  who  will 
t  on  them  when  I  am  gone?  '  Others  say :  '  What  are  we 
lo  ?  we  have  no  houses  to  go  to,  and  no  means  to  buy, 
^d,  or  rent  any ;  no  parents,  relatives,  or  friends  to  go  to.' 
>tlier  says :  '  I  will  try  and  take  this  or  that  article  of 
perty ;  but  such  and  such  things  I  must  leave  behind, 
cigh  I  need  them  much.'  We  reply  to  them :  '  General 
trman  will  carry  your  property  to  Rough  and  Ready,  and 
IX  General  Hood  will  take  it  thence  on ;'  and  they  will  re- 

to  that :  '  But  I  want  to  leave  the  railroad  at  such  a 
•ce,  and  cannot  get  conveyance  from  thence  on.' 
**  We  only  refer  to  a  few  facts  to  illustrate,  in  part,  how 
LS  measure  will  operate  in  practice.  As  you  advanced,  the 
ople  north  of  us  fell  back,  and  before  your  arrival  here  a 
•ge  portion  of  the  people  here  had  retired  South;  so  that 
3  country  south  of  this  is  already  crowded,  and  without 
Bcient  houses  to  accommodate  the  people,  and  we  are  in- 
med  that  many  are  now  staying  in  churches  and  other  out- 
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rxow  desolates  our  once  happy  and  favored  country.     To  stop  war,  wo 

dctcat  the  rebel  armies  that  arc  arrayed  against  the  laws  and  Oonstitu- 
'wrliich  all  must  respect  and  obey.  To  defeat  these  armies  we  must  pre- 
t.he  way  to  reach  them  in  their  recesses,  provided  with  the  arms  and 
J.  ments  which  enable  us  to  accomplish  our  purpose. 
>'w,  I  know  the  vindictive  nature  of  our  enemy,  and  that  we  may  have 
^  years  of  military  operations  from  this  quarter,  and,  therefore,  deem  it 
and  prudent  to  prepare  in  time.  The  use  of  Atlanta  for  warlike  purpos- 
i  nconsistcnt  with  Its  character  as  a  home  for  families.  There  will  be  no 
ifactures,  commerce,  or  agriculture  here  for  the  maintenance  of  families, 
sooner  or  later,  want  will  compel  the  inhabitants  to  go.  AV^hy  not  go 
xvhon  all  the  arrangements  are  completed  for  the  transfer,  instead  of 
iig  till  the  plunging  shot  of  contending  armies  will  renew  the  scene  of 
»si.st  month  \  Of  course,  I  do  not  apprehend  any  such  thing  at  this  mo* 
,  but  you  do  not  suppose  that  this  army  will  be  here  till  the  war  is  over, 
not  discuss  this  subject  with  you  fairly,  because  I  cannot  impart  to  you 

I  propose  to  do ;  but  I  assert  that  my  military  plans  make  it  necessary 
&  c  inhabitants  to  go  away,  and  I  can  only  renew  my  offer  of  services  to 
"i  their  exodus  in  any  direction  as  easy  and  comfortable  as  possible.  Yoa 
:>t  qualify  war  in  harsher  terms  than  1  will. 

iir  is  cruelty,  and  you  cannot  refine  it;  and  those  who  brought  war  on 
<iuntry,  deserve  all  the  curses  and  raalcdictions  a  people  can  pour  out 
>  w  I  had  no  hand  in  making  this  war,  and  I  know  I  will  make  more  sac- 
s  to-day  than  any  of  you,  to  secure  peace.  But  you  cannot  have  peace 
«  division  of  our  country.     If  the  United  States  submits  to  a  division 

it  will  not  stop,  but  will  go  on  till  we  reap  the  fate  of  Mexico,  which  is 
i^ail  war.  The  United  States  does  and  must  assert  its  authority  wherever 
s^  power ;  if  it  relaxes  one  bit  to  pressure,  it  is  gone,  and  I  know  that 

is  not  the  national  feeling.  This  feeling  assumes  various  shapes,  but 
vs  comes  back  to  that  of  Union.  Once  admit  the  Union,  once  more 
ow ledge  the  authority  of  the  National  Government,  and  instead  of  devo- 
^our  houses  and  streets  and  roads  to  the  dread  uses  of  war,  I  and  this 
^,  become  at  once  your  protectors  a^id  supporters,  shielding  you  from 
r«r,  let  it  come  from  what  quarter  it  may.  I  know  that  a  few  individuals 
«jt  resist  a  torrent  of  error  and  passion,  such  as  has  swept  the  South  into 
I  lion ;  but  you  can  point  out,  so  that  we  may  know  those  who  desire  a 
^mment,  and  those  who  insist  on  war  and  its  desolation. 
^)U  might  as  well  appeal  against  the  thunder-storm,  as  against  these  ter- 
'  hardships  of  war.  They  are  inevitable ;  and  the  only  way  the  people  of 
Tita  can  hope  once  more  to  live  in  peace  and  quiet  at  home,  is  to  stop 
war,  which  can  alone  be  done  by  admitting  that  it  began  in  error,  and  is 
Actuated  in  pride.  AVe  don't  want  your  negroes  or  your  horses,  or  your 
j^s  or  your  land,  or  anything  you  have  ;  but  we  do  want,  and  will  have  a 
obedience  to  the  Laws  of  the  United  States.  That  we  will  have,  and  if 
ivolves  the  destruction  of  your  improvements,  we  cannot  help  it.  You 
e  heretofore  read  public  sentiment  in  your  newspapers,  that  live  by  false- 
d  and  excitement,  and  the  quicker  you  seek  for  truth  in  other  quarters, 
better  for  you. 

repeat,  then,  that,  by  the  orginal  compact  of  government,  the  United 
cs  had  certain  rights  in  Georgia,  which  have  never  been  relinquished,  and 
IV  will  be ;  that  the  South  began  war  by  seizing  forts,  arsenals,  mints, 
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cnstom-houses,  <S:c.,  &c.,  long  before  Mr.  Lincoln  was  installed,  an 
the  South  had  one  jot  or  tittle  of  provocation.  I,  myself,  have  seen 
souri,  Kentucky,  Tennessee  and  Mississippi,  hundreds  and  thousands 
men  and  children  fleeing  from  your  armies  and  desperadoes,  hungry  s 
bleeding  feet.  In  Memphis,  Vicksburg  and  Mississippi,  we  fed  th 
upon  thousands  of  the  families  of  rebel  soldiers  left  on  our  hands,  an 
we  could  not  see  starve.  Now  that  war  comes  home  to  you,  you  f< 
different ;  you  deprecate  its  horrors,  but  did  not  feel  them  when  you  t 
loads  of  soldiers  and  ammunition,  and  moulded  shell  and  shot,  to  ca 
into  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  and  desolate  the  homes  of  hundreds  ai 
sands  of  good  people,  who  only  asked  to  live  in  peace,  at  their  old 
and  under  the  Government  of  their  inheritance.  But  these  compari 
idle.  I  want  peace,  and  believe  it  can  only  be  reached  tli rough  Ur 
war,  and  I  will  ever  conduct  war  purely  with  a  view  to  perfect  at 
success. 

But,  my  dear  Sirs,  when  that  peace  does  come,  you  may  call  on 
anything.  Then  will  I  share  Avitli  you  the  last  cracker,  and  watch  t 
to  shield  your  homes  and  familes  against  danger  from  every  quarter, 
you  must  go,  and  take  with  you  tlie  old  and  feeble ;  feed  and  nurs 
and  build  tor  them,  in  more  quiet  places,  proper  habitations  to  shie 
against  the  weather,  until  the  mad  passions  of  men  cool  down,  and  a! 
Lnion  and  peace  once  more  to  settle  on  your  old  homes  at  Atlanta. 

Youre,  in  haste,  *• 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major-Gen 

It  is  a  noble  defense. 

But,  while  these  momentous  events  were  passing  : 
West,  others,  calculated  to  move  the  nation  to  the  c 
and  which  arrested  and  held  the  attention  of  the  ch 
world,  were  transpiring  in  the  East  Amid  the  mighty 
ments,  gigantic  battles,  and  fearful  slaughter,  that  shoe 
crimsoned  the  earth  between  Washington  and  Rich 
the  news  of  the  fall  of  Atlanta  came  like  a  faint  and  ; 
echo. 
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ISaiTT     OF    UKITY    OF    ACTION — 8IGEL    IN     THE    SHENANDOAH   VALLST 

rant's  INSTRUCTIONS  TO    BUTLER — FOLLY   OF   PLACING  THE  LATTER  IN  THE 

iCPORTANT    POSITION     HE     HELD NUMBER    OF    THE    TROOPS   CO-OPERATINO 

IRECTLY  WITH    GRANT OUR   ENTIRE    MILITARY    FORCE ORANT's    PLAN    OF 

AMPAION ADVANOB    OF    THE     ARMY    OF     THE     POTOMAC — CROSSING    THE 

PIDAK — COMMENCEMENT  OF  THE  ''  BATTLES  OF  THE  WILDERNESS  " — FIRST 

AY SECOND    DAY THIRD   DAY RETREAT   OF   THE    ENEMY — ADVANCE    OF 

^>UR   ARMY — FIGHT    OF   WARREn's     CORPS — DEATH    OF    SEDGWICK — GRAND 

ASSAULT    ON   THE  ENEMY^S  WORKS HANCOCk's   BRILLIANT  NIGHT  ATTACK 

^EARFUL     APPEARANCE     OF     THE     BATTLE-FIELD — A    WEEk's     COMPARATIVE 

REST CHANGE     OF    BASE,    AND     BRINGING    UP    OF    REINFORCEMENTS — THE 

DEAD    OF  THE  WILDERNESS. 

THE  simultaneous  movement  of  the  combined  forces  of 
the  Republic,  East  and  West,  was  a  sublime  spectacle. 
The  tread  of  more  than  a  half  a  million  of  men,  suddenly 
shook  the  earth,  as,  with  faces  turned  southward,  they  mo- 
ved on  the  tottering  Confederacy.  All  of  Grant's  energies, 
for  months,  had  been  directed  to  secure  this  unity  of  action, 
this  consolidation  of  Northern  strength.  With  forces  far 
outnumbering  those  of  the  South,  backed  by  an  overwhelm- 
ing navy,  we  yet  had  made  but  little  progress  toward  put- 
ting down  the  rebellion.  First  a  blow  would  be  struck  East, 
and  then  one  West,  with  sufficient  intervals  between  them, 
to  allow  the  rebel  leaders,  with  their,  shorter  interior  lines,  to 
transfer  troops  from  one  section  to  another,  so  as  always 
to  present  a  force  at  the  menaced  point,  nearly,  if  not  quite 
equal  to  the  one  we  had  there. 

The  armies,  under  Halleck's  and  Stanton's  administration, 
had,  to  use  Grant's  homely  but  expressive  phrase,  worked 
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''  like  a  balky  teamy  His  great  object,  therefore,  was  to  re* 
verse  all  this,  and  when  he  had  attained  his  object,  he  was 
ready  to  move ;  and  the  roll  of  the  drum,  and  the  pealing 
bugle  awoke  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  from  its  long  slum- 
bers, and,  for  the  fourth  time,  it  turned  its  face  toward 
Richmond. 

As  before  stated,  Grant  had  only  his  right  flank  to  pro- 
tect, and  thus  keep  Lee  from  threatening  Maryland  and 
Washington,  by  way  of  the  Shenandoah  Valley.  To  secure 
this,  he  says : — 

"General  Sigel  was,  therefore,  directed  to  organize  all 
his  available  force  into  two  expeditions,  to  move  from  Bev- 
erly and  Charlestown,  under  command  of  Generals  Ord  and 
Crook,  against  the  East  Tennessee  and  Virginia  railroad. 
Subsequently,  General  Ord  having  been  relieved  at  his  own 
request.  General  Sigel  was  instructed,  at  his  own  sugges- 
tion, to  give  up  the  expedition  by  Beverly,  and  to  form  two 
columns,  one  under  General  Crook,  on  the  Kanawha,  num- 
bering about  ten  thousand  men,  and  one  on  the  Shenandoah, 
numbering  about  seven  thousand  men.  The  one  on  the  Shen- 
andoah to  assemble  between  Cumberland  and  the  Shenan- 
doah, and  the  infantry  and  artillery  advanced  to  Cedar 
Creek  with  such  cavalry  as  could  be  made  available  at  the 
moment,  to  threaten  the  enemy  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley, 
and  advance  as  far  as  possible ;  while  General  Crook  would 
take  possession  of  Lewisburg  with  part  of  his  force,  and^ 
move  down  the  Tennessee  railroad,  doing  as  much  damage 
as  he  could,  destroying  the  New  River  bridge,  and  the  sal'', 
works  at  Saltville,  Virginia." 

A  still  more  important  co-operating  force  was  under  But", 
ler,  who  commanded  at  Fortress  Monroe.  In  this  depar  — 
ment,  including  North  Carolina,  were  a  little  ov^r  fifty-nir^ 
thousand  troops.  On  Butler's  proper  co-operation,  Gra^ 
mainly  depended  for  success ;  and  it  was  one  of  those 
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•nclous  follies  the  Administration  seemed  determined  to 
tninit  to  the  last,  to  let  this  man,  without  military  educa- 
>ri,  or  experience  in  the  field,  hold  so  vital  a  command, 
following  were  Grant's  instructions  to  him : — 


"Fortress  Monroe,  Va.,  April  2,  1864. 

3ekeral: — In  the  Rpring  campaign,  which* it  is*desirable  shall  commence 
f^«  early  a  day  as  practicable,  it  is  proposed  to  have  a  co-operative  action 
*11  the  armies  in  the  field,  as  far  as  this  object  can  be  accomplished. 
^t»  will  not  be  possible  to  unite  our  armies  into  two  or  three  large  ones,  to 
<!&  so  many  units,  owing  to  the  absolute  necessity  of  holding  on  to  tho 
"•itory  already  taken  from  the  enemy.     But,  generally  speaking,  concen- 
ts on  can  be  practically  effected  by  armies  moving  to  the  interior  of  the  ei>- 
y's  country,  from  the  territory  they  have  to  guard.     By  such  movement, 
y  interpose  themselves  between  the  enemy  and  the  country  to  be  guarded, 
**oby  reducing  the  number  necessary  to  guard  important  points,  or,  at 
^'t,  occupy  the  attention  of  a  part  of  the  enemy's  force  if  no  greater  object 
g'J^ined.      Lee's  army  and  Richmond  being  the  greater  objects  toward 
*<5U.  our  attention  must  be  directed,  in  the  next  campaign,  it  is  desirable  to 
"t^  all  the  force  wo  can  a^inst  them.     The  necessity  of  covering  Wash- 
^OTi  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  of  covering  your  department 
■^  your  army,  makes  it  impossible  to  unite  these  forces  at  the  beginning 
*^y  move.     I  propose,  therefore,  that  what  comes  nearest  us  of  anything 
^  Seems  practicable : — The  Army  of  the  Potomac  will  act  from  its  present 
->    Lee's  army  being  the  objective  point.     You  will  collect  all  tho  forces 
^   your  command,  that  can  be  spared  from  garrison  duty — I  should  say 
^tsss  than  twenty  thousand  effective  men — to  operate  on  the  south  side 
^mes  River,  Richmond  being  your  objective  point.     To  the  force  you 
*<ly  have,  will  be  added  about  ten  thousand  men  from  South  Carolina, 
•^  Major-General  Gillmore,  who  will  command  them  in  person.     Major* 
-1^1  W.  F.  Smith  is  ordered  to  report  to  you,  to  command  the  troops 
Into  the  field  from  your  own  department. 

^Tieral  Gillmore  will  be  ordered  to  report  to  you  at  Fortress  Monroe,  with 

13  troops  on  transports,  by  the  1 8th  instant,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  prac- 

le.    Should  you  not  receive  notice  by  that  time  to  move,  you  will  make 

disposition  of  them  and  your  other  forces,  as  you  may  deem  best  calcu- 

to  deceive  the  enemy  as  to  the  real  move  to  be  made. 

len  you  are  notified  to  move,  take  City  Point  with  as  much  force  as 

!e.    Fortify,  or  rather  intrench,  at  once,  and  concentrate  all  your  troops 

field  there  as  rapidly  as  you  can.     From  City  Point  directions  cannot 

n,  at  this  time,  for  your  further  movements. 

fact  that  has  already  been  stated — that  is,  that  Richmond  is  to  be  your 

0  point,  and  that  there  is  to  be  co-operation  between  your  force  and 

ly  of  Potomac — must  be  your  guide.     This  indicates  the  necessity 

holding  close  to  the  south  bank  of  the  James  River,  as  you  advance. 

ould  the  enemy  be  forced  into  his  intrcnchments,  in  Richmond,  tho 

the  Potomac  would  follow,  and  by  means  of  transportA  the  two  armies 

coific  a  unit 


] 
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All  the  minor  details  of  your  advance  are  left  entirely  to  your  dire^^^  ^^^ 
If,  however,  you  think  it  practicable  to  use  your  cavalry  south  of  you,  -^^*  *  ^ 
cut  the  railroad  about  Hick's  Ford,  about  the  time  of  the  general  advao.  ^*^^^  it 
would  be  of  immense  advantage. 

You  will  please  forward  for  my  information,  at  the  earliest  practicable-  ^*v, 
all  orders,  details,  and  instructions,  you  may  give  for  the  execution  of^  "^w* 
order. 

U.  S.  GRANT,  Lieutcnant-Gcncr- 

Major-General  B.  F.  Butler." 


These  instructions  he  subsequently  reiterated,  and  infc 
ed  him  farther,  that  he  expected  him  to  move  from  Fort  ^ar^^ss 
Monroe  the  same  day  that  Meade  advanced  from  Cul] 
per,  and  also  stated  the  plan  which  he  proposed  to  follow 

The  Army  of  the  Potomac  proper,  numbered,  at  this  ti  mrac%  e^ 
a  little  over  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  men.  ZKTV^e 
Ninth  Corps,  under  Burnside,  held  in  reserve,  and  numt^  ^r- 
ing  a  little  over  twenty  thousand  men,  was  stationed  on  ^ie 
road  near  Bull  Run.  His  orders  were,  not  to  move  xJt'arM,  til 
he  heard  that  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  had  crossed  ^^te 
Rapidan,  and  then  to  move  promptly. 

Thus,  it  will  be  seen,  that  Grant  had  directly  co-operat  i  ^^^g 
with  him,  in  various  directions,  over  two  hundred  thousa-'^^ 
troops.     Although  our  military  force,  at  this  time,  was  ni*^^ 
hundred  and  seventy  thousand  and  seven  hundred  men,  cpt^  v 
a  little  over  six  hundred  and  sixty-two  thousand  were  a'v^^*'^'" 
able  for  duty  ;  hence,  a  third  of  our  actual  force  was  op^^**" 
ting  against  Richmond.     More  or  less  remotely  and  direct  1J» 
more  than  two  hundred  thousand  bayonets  were  points ^-'^ 
toward  the  rebel  Capital. 

The  general  plan  of  operations,  adopted  by  Grant,  ia  ^-^^ 
important  campaign  on  which  he  was  entering,  he  stated  ^ 
be  as  follows : — 

"  My  first  object,  being  to  break  the  military  power  of  *^ 
rebellion,  and  capture  the  enemy's  important  strongb^^^ 
made  me  desirous  that  General  Butler  should  succeed  in  ^^ 
movement  against  Richmond,  as  that  would  tend  more  t^* 
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:hiug  else,  unless  it  were  the  capture  of  Lee's  army,  to 
>niplish  this  desired  result  in  the  East.  If  he  failed,  it 
my  determination,  by  hard  fighting,  either  to  compel 
to  retreat,  or  to  so  cripple  him  that  he  could  not  detach 
rge  force  to  go  North,  and  still  retain  enough  for  the 
use  of  Richmond.  It  was  well  understood,  by  both 
erals  Butler  and  Meade,  before  starting  on  the  cam- 
n,  that  it  was  my  intention  to  put  both  their  armies 
h  of  James  River,  in  case  of  failure  to  destroy  Lee  with- 
it." 

his  shows  how  important  was  the  position  held  by  But- 
and  how  absurd  it  was  to  place  him  in  it.  The  General 
le  Army  of  the  Potomac,  second  only  to  Grant,  should 
i  commanded  there — one  who  would  not  have  been 
rked  up  "  at  the  very  outset. 

he  quotation  above,  however,  does  not  give  a  clear  view 
rrant's  entire  plan.  The  success  of  Butler's  operations 
list  Richmond  were,  at  the  best,  problematical,  and  his 

plans  had  to  be  formed  an  their  possible  failure. 
.  appears,  in  other  parts  of  Grant's  report,  that  his  first 
ct  was  to  turn  Lee's  left  flank  at  Mine  Run — where  the 
^^  held  a  strong  position — and  compel  him  to  a  decisive, 
lied  battle.  If  he  accomplished  this,  he  believed  that, 
I  his  superior  force,  he  could  destroy  him,  or  so  utterly 
ter  him,  that  he  could  present  but  feeble  resistance  any- 
sre  between  that  point  and  the  rebel  Capital.  If  Butler 
Id  capture  Petersburg,  destroy  the  South  Side  railroad, 
work  around  Richmond  till  his  left  rested  on  the  James 
ve  the  city,  Grant  could  form  a  junction  with  him  there, 
ch  would  leave  the  Capital  completely  invested.  The 
rse  he  was  actually  compelled  to  pursue,  was  the  last 
he  desired.  Butler  not  only  failed  in  performing  what 
J  expected  of  him,  but  he,  himself,  also  failed  to  get  a  de-,. 
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cisive  battle  out  of  Lee,  and  was  beaten  back  in  every  att^:::*-^^ 
from  the  Wilderness  to  the  James. 

On  the  night  of  the  3rd  of  May,  all  was  in  commotioi»-  in 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 'and  the  next  morning,  it  mo^^^^d 
in  splendid  array  across  the  Rapidan.  It  was  divided  L  xr».to 
three  Corps — the  Second,  commanded  by  Hancock,  the  Fi  :^*^h, 
by  Warren,  and  the  Sixth,  by  Sedgwick.  Two  Corps  cros^^d 
at  Germania  Ford,  and  the  other  at  the  Ignited  States  Fcz>:r'd 
Sheridan,  commanding  the  cavalry,  led  the  advance,  fiE^nd 
protected  the  immense  trains,  composed  of  over  four  tl:i.  oa- 
sand  wagons,  which  were  to  be  carried  through  that  brol^  c3D, 
wooded  country. 

This  day,  the  army  marched  about  twelve  miles.  Gx-iint 
expected  that  his  passage  of  the  Rapidan  would  be  stub- 
bornly contested  ;  but  Lee  seemed  to  think  that  his  chances 
of  success,  with  his  inferior  force,  would  be  better,  to  attack 

the  army  while  on  the  march,  and  separated  in  the  forest for 

the  course,  it  was  compelled  to  take,  led  across  a  wild  txnd 
desolate  tract  of  country,  overgrown  with  stunted  pines,  and 
as  unfit  for  a  battle-field  as  could  be  imagined.  This  ''  Wil- 
derness," as  it  was  called,  extended  fromChancellorsvillo  "tip 
to  Mine  Run,  where  Lee  lay  intrenched.  Besides,  b^*'  ^^^ 
road  that  Grant  was  compelled  to  take,  Lee  could  ctotx^^ 
down  on  him  on  the  Orange  and  ChanccUorsville  turnl^^*^^ 
and  the  Orange  and  Chancellorsville  plank  road,  and  sti'^*^^ 
him  at  right  angles,  while  on  the  march.  This,  as  soai^  ^ 
Grant's  plan  was  fully  developed,  he  did,  compelling'  ^*^^ 
latter  to  halt,  and  form  line  of  battle  in  the  woods,  so  a^  *^ 
cover  the  fords  over  which  the  trains  were  passing.  T*^^ 
was  the  last  thing  Grant  desired.  He  knew  the  country  ^  *^' 
perfectly,  and  could  in  no  way  overlook  it,  while  every  hi^ 
way  and  byway  was  familiar  to  Lee  and  his  corps-cc^ 
manders. 

On  Thursday  morning,  Warren  reached  the  Old  Wild^^ 
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Tavern,  ten  miles  south  of  the  ford,  and  situated  on  the 
lania  and  Chancellorsville  plank  road — Sedgwick  being 
is  right  with  his  line  extending  back  to  the  river.  Han- 
,  who  had  crossed  five  or  six  miles  fiirther  down  the 
,  was  directed  to  move  forward  to  Shady  Grove  Church 

Chancellorsville,  but  Grant,  finding  that  a  battle  was 
i  thrown  upon  him  on  this  unfortunate  spot,  counter- 
led  the  order,  and  Hancock  was  directed  to  swing 
i  and  hasten  forward,  by  a  crossroad,  with  all  possible 
Ltch  and  close  up  w^ith  Warren,  and  form  the  left  wing, 
aware  of  the  gap  here,  made  a  desperate  eftbrt  to  get 
it,  and  thus  divide  the  armies.     Previous  to  this,  how- 

a  part  of  Griffin's  division  had  been  pushed  forward  to 
tain  the  designs  of  the  enemy,  in  doing  which  a  severe 

occurred,  and  the  force  was  compelled  to  fall  back  with 
i  of  several  hundred  men. 
3out  three  o'clock,  Lee  attempted  to  get  betwedn  Han- 

and  Warren;  Grant  penetrating  his  design — and  Mott's 
ion,  the  advance  of  Hancock's  Corps,  just  then  coming 
lie  ordered  this,  with  Getty's,  on  Warren's  left,  to  charge 
Tiemy,  so  as  to  hold  him  bg,ck  until  the  rest  of  Han- 
's Corps  could  arrive.  They,  at  once,  plunged  into  the 
Is,  which  were  so  dense  that  artillery  was  almost  entirely 
fss,  and  the  real 

BATTLE   OF   THE  WaLDERNESS 

nenced.  The  woods  were  soon  ablaze  with  the  fire  of 
nusketry,  but  every  effort  of  the  enemy  to  advance  at 
point,  was  baffled,  and  he  was  held  sternly  back  until  Han- 
's Corps  arrived  and  closed  up  the  line  on  the  left.  The 
e  was  a  singular  one.  Says  an  eye-witness : — 
The  fighting — who  shall  describe  it  ?  Not  a  thousand 
can  be  seen  at  once,  yet  for  miles,  in  the  front,  thou- 
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sands  are  engaged.  The  volleyed  thunders  of  the  combat 
roll  among  the  glens  and  ravines,  hoarser  and  higher  than 
the  voices  of  an  Eastern  jungle.  The  wpods  are  alive  with 
cries  and  explosions,  and  the  shrill,  anvil  clatter  of  musketry. 
One  cannon,  pitched  afiir,  times  the  wild  tumult  like  a  tolling 
bell.  The  smoke  is  a  shroud  about  our  heroes ;  there  is  not 
wind  enough  to  lift  it  into  a  canopy. 

"And  now,  out  of  the  concealed  and  awful  scenery,  where 
the  fight  goes  on,  there  come  the  ruins  it  has  wrought,  in 
shapes,  borne  in  blankets  and  on  littei's — maimed,  tortured, 
writhing ;  with  eyes  dull  with  the  stupor  of  coming  death ; 
or  bright  with  delirious  fire.  Listen  to  the  hell,  raging  be- 
yond and  below ;  behold  this  silent,  piteous  procession,  that 
emerges  ceaselessly,  and  passes  on.  Into  and  out  of  the 
ordeal  of  fire ;  from  the  pride  of  the  ranks  to  the  suffering  of 
the  hospital,  these  forms  have  been,  and  come,  and  are  of  no 
more  avail." 

Darkness,  at  length,  put  an  end  to  the  contest.  Grant 
saw,  at  a  glance,  the  peril  he  was  in,  and  that  Lee  needed 
but  slight  success  at  this  point  to  compel  him  to  re-cross  the  t 
river,  as  Burnside  and  Hooker  had  done  before  him,  and  he,  , 
therefore,  brought  over  a  part  of  Sedgwick's  Corps,  to  which .c 
he  added  some  of  Warren's  force  to  strengthen  Hancock  — 
Burnside's  Corps,  too,  which  had  strained  forward  all  night^^- 
was  up  in  the  morning.  Grant  had  notified  him  at  fonrsi 
o'clock,  the  afternoon  before,  that  he  was  over  the  Rapidan,^  - 
and  directed  him  to  hasten  forward.  So  swiftly  did  he  marchc: 
that,  says  Grant: — 

"  By  six  o'clock  of  the  morning  of  the  6th,  he  was  leading^ 
his  Corps  into  action  near  the  Wilderness  Tavern,  some  of  '^ 
his  troops  having  marched  a  distance  of  thirty  miles,  cross-^ — 
ing  both  the  Rappahannock  and  Rapidan  Rivers.    Cocrider- 
iug  that  a  large  proportion,  probably  two-thirds  of  his  com- 
mand, was  composed  of  new  troops,  unaccustomed  to  march- 


DEATH    OF    WASDWORTH.  353 

-nd  carrying  the  accoutrements  of  a  soldier,  this  was  a 
^^-"^aarkable  march." 


SECOND    day's    battle. 


rant,  however,  did  not  wait  his  arrival,     lie  had  given 
orders  the  night  before,  for  a  general  advance  of  the 
le  line,  at  five  o'clock  in  the  morning.     Tlie  army,  at 
*'*^  ^^  time,  stretched  for  about  seven  miles  throuo:h  the  Wil- 
^^^^ness,  and  as  no  general  survey  of  it  could  be  had,  much 
to  be  left  to  the  separate  Commanders.     At  five  o'clock, 
gwick  attacked  on  the  right,  moving  with  his  accustomed 
iXantry  on  Ewell— on  the  left,  Hancock  burst  like  a  tor- 
on  the  enemy,  and  drove  him  back  in  confusion,  and, 
hours,  the  battle  roared  like  a  tornado  for  seven  miles 
ough  the  pine  forest     Grant  stood  under  a  tree  and  lis- 
^d  to  the  crashing  volleys  that  receded  away  in  the  dis- 
'Ce,  while  aids  were  constantly  coming  and  going  with 
orts  and  orders. 

till,  the  line  of  that  terrific  fire  seemed  to  advance  no- 

«re,  except  on  the  left.     Hancock  steadily  pushed  the 

my  before  him  for  a  mile  and  a  half,  taking  a  rebel  rifle- 

.^^  ^  and  five  stand  of  colors.     Wadsworth,  connecting  with 

right,  put  forth  desperate  efforts.     Apparently  forgetful 

t  he  had  a  life  to  lose,  he  again  and  again  led  the  charge 

person.    Two  horses  were  shot  under  him,  and,  at  length, 

,^^    ^ahot  pierced  his  own  head  and  he  fell.    His  body  was  seized 

^^  the  enemy,  and  he  died  in  their  hands. 

^^    But,  at  length,  Hancock's  victorious  career  was  stopped. 

"^  Vie  rebels  rallying  fiercely,  f^U  on  his  exhausted  battalions, 

^^lose  ammunition  was  now  getting  low,  and  bore  them 

steadily  back,  until,  at  eleven  o'clock,  he  occupied  the  ground 

Vhich  he  held  in  the  morning.     His  extreme  left,  for  the 

moment,  was  turned,  but  the  mischief  was  quickly  repaired, 
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and  a  lull  at  this  point  came  in  the  contest.  But,  at  fo 
o'clock,  Longstreet  coming  up,  having  made  a  forced  marcrli 
of  twenty  five  miles,  Lee  resolved  to  make  one  mo:«re 
desperate  effort  to  turn  our  left  and  double  it  up  on  tl"B.c 
army.  # 

The  enemy  came  on  in  four  lines,  and  fell  with  such  dc^  s- 
peration  on  Hancock  that  he  succeeded  in  breaking  his  fir^*!^ 
formation,  and,  for  a  moment,  the  battle  seemed  lost    Whcr^^ 
the  startling  news  was  borne  to  Grant,  he  replied,  "  I  don^  ^ 
believe  it.''     But  Gibbon's  division  was  promptly  formed  ^^S"^ 
rear  of  the  break,  and  the  headlong  torrent  that  was  pourirr^^  fi 
through  was  stopped.     For  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  tfc^^  ^ 
battle  raged  here  with  terrible  ferocity.     Longstreet  wi 
determined  to  complete  what  he  had  so  auspiciously  begurr 
and  hurled  his  columns  forward  with  a  desperation  and  g; 
lantry,   that  could  not  be  surpassed.     Hancock,  howev 
knowing  that  the  battle  lost  here  was  lost  everywhere,  disp 
ted  every  inch  of  ground  with  a  stubbornness  that  neith 
valor  nor  numbers  could  overcome. 

The  use  of  so  little  artiller)^  made  this  one  of  the  moi 
remarkable  battles  on  record — over  two  hundred  thousa 
men  fought  in  a  vast  jungle. 

''  There  in  the  depths  of  those  ravines,  under  the  shade 
of  those  trees,  entangled  in  that  brush-wood,  is  no  pomp 
war,  no  fluttering  of  banners  in  an  unhindered  breeze, 
solid  tramp  of  marching  battalions,  no  splendid  strategy 
the  fields  Napoleon  loved  to  fight  on.     There  a  Saturnali 
gloomy,  hideous,  desperate,  rages  confined.     That  metalli 
hollow  rack  of  musketry,  is  like  the  clanking  of  great  chai 
about  the  damned ;  that  sullen  yell  of  the  enemy,  a  fien 
ish  protest  and  defiance.     How  the  hours  lag;  how  eac 
minute  is  freighted  with  a  burden  that  the  days  would  ha 
groaned  to  bear  in  other  times !     Still,  the  sad,  shudderin 
procession,  emerging  out  of  the  smoke  and  tumult  and 
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ing  on.     Still  the  appealing  eyes,  and  clenched  hands,  and 

quivering  limbs  of  human  creatures,  worse  than  helpless, 

whose  fighting  is  over.    The  paths  are  full  of  them,  the  roads 

are  ttick  with  them,  the  forest  seems  to  take  up  the  slow 

movement,  and  move  with  them  like  giants  hovering  over 

tbe  funeral  of  Lilliputians.     Piled  in  ambulances,  they  move 

on  further  yet,  while  the  torturer  of  battle  plies  on  below, 

making  more  victims.     Here  and  there,  beside  some  path, 

you  shall  see  a  heaped  blanket,  labeled  by  some  thoughtful 

bearer  with  the  name  of  the  corpse  beneath  it  bore  in  life ; 

here  and  there,  you  shall  come  across  a  group  of  men  bend- 

^^S  over  one  wounded,  past  help,  and  dying  an  agonized 

death.     And  often — too  often — the  shameful  spectacle  of 

^^e  bearing  a  weapon,  unhurt,  pallid  and  fear-stricken,  flits 

*^Qrough  an  opening  toward  the  rear,  and  is  gone.     You 

shall   meet  with  soldiers,  in  groups  of  one,  or  two,  or  three, 

^^dden  in  some   thicket,   or  coolly  making  coffee  by  the 

road-side.     And  hearing  the  roar  of  the  battle  below,  and 

^^^itig  the  bloody  trail  of  the  battle  behind,  it  shall  be  a 

&laci    thing  to  see  these  men  hunted  by  officers  back,  with 

^^rsos,  to  the  ranks,  to  share  the  dangers  of  their  nobler 

^^mrades. 

**■  About  this  battle  there  is  a  horrible  fascination.     It  is 

^*^o   -1  maelstrom.     You  feel  it  suckipg  you  in,  and  you  go 

'^^t^^r  to  see  men  fall  like  those  you  have  seen  fallen.    Down 

^Ovigh  the  break,  underneath  the  edges  of  the  smoke, 

*^^r-e  the  bullets  are  thick,  and  the  trunks  of  trees,  like  the 

^^l^s  of  men,  sway  and  fall  with  the  smiting  of  shells,  you 

^^^  .a  little  view  of  the  courage  and  the  carnage  of  this 

^^t:.    There  are  the  enemy,  retreated  to  the  breastworks — - 

,  ^^gged  pile  of  fallen  trees  and  heaped  up  earth — hiding 

p  ^^X*  heads,   spitting  lead  and  flame.     Here  is  the  Sixth 

^  J)s — what  you  can  see  of  it — plunging  on,  firing  contin- 

^-^-Jr,  tumbling  over  branches  and  limbs,  sinking  waist-deep 
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in  swamps,  fighting  with  its  might,  and  bleeding  at  evei 
pore." 

The  covering  of  the  trees,  and  the  absence  of  cannoi 
made  it  a  very  close  contest — the  lines  often  almost  meetii 
in  the  fierce  encounter.    For  seven  miles,  the  forest  was  ahv 
with  the  confused  sounds  of  this  awful  struggle,  out  of  whic- 
arose  fierce  jets  of  smoke,  that  settled  in  a  vast  and  sulphu 
ous  cloud  above  the  green  tree-tops.    The  dead  and  woundez^^^sd 
lay  thick  as  autumn  leaves  along  the  low  ridges  and  slope 
and  in  front  of  the  hastily  thrown  up  intrenchments,  ai 
when  night  put  an  end  to  the  contest,  the  "Wilderness 
was  dreary  and  desolate  indeed.     After  dark,   the  enei 
made  an  attack  on  our  left,  in  which  Seymour  and  Shj 
were  taken  prisoners,  with  a  large  number  of  troops. 

The  battle,  on  this  day,  was  the  decisive  one,  and  at  ~dts 

close,  it  was  e\ddent  that  Lee  had  put  forth  his 
eflFort,  and  just  at  the  moment  too  when  Grant  was  in  a  p( 
tion  to  be  beaten,  if  ever  he  could  be.     Still  the  latter 
not  certain  that  tlie  attack  would  not  be  renewed  in 
morning,  and  he,  therefore,  during  the  evening,  selectei 
new  and  stronger  position,  and  contracted  his  lines. 
Saturday  brought  no  renewal  of  the  attack,  and  the  day 
spent  in  reconnoissances  and  skirmishes  along  the  whole  li 
The  result  of  the  day's  operations,  was  a  conviction,  on 
part  of  Grant,  that  the  enemy  was  preparing  to  retreat, 
he,  therefore,  determined,  weary  as  his  army  was,  to  thi 
it  forward  by  a  rapid,  night  march  towards  Spottsylvai 
If  he  reached  this  place  first,  Lee  would  be  cut  off  from  RL 
xnond,  and  compelled  to  give  him  battle  in  the  open  ^er  ^  ^■ 
Accordingly,  at  ten  o'clock,  our  advance  started  off  throm  .^* 
the  gloom. 

The  moon  had  been  down  for  an  hour,  and  the  arTfJ 
passed  like  a  mighty  shadow  over  the  sterile  country.    "Tft^ 
fires  burned  brightly,  and  at  a  distance,  upon  the  wood^ 
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Llsides,  looked  like  the  lights  of  a  city.  Standing  upon  an 
linence,  at  the  junction  of  the  Germania,  Chancellorsville, 
d  Orange  Court-House  roads,  along  which  the  tramp  of 
Idiers,  and  the  rumble  of  wagon  trains,  made  a  smothered 
Q,  one  could  almost  imagine  himself  peering  down  through 
e  darkness  on  the  streets  of  a  metropolis,  in  peace.     Back 

tlie  forest,  from  the  hospitals,  from  the  trees,  from  the 
adside,  the  wounded  were  being  gathered  in  ambulances 
f    the  long,  night  journey.     That  part  of  the  army,  not 

the  move,  was  slumbering  by  its  fires,  waiting  for  the 
?iial." 

Lee,  howeyer,  was  soon  made  aware  of  the  movement, 
d  dispatched  Longstreet,  an  hour  later,  to  the  same  point. 
^o  two  exhausted  columns  marched  by  parallel  roads,  but 
>tigstreet  had  the  shortest  distance  to  go  in  the  race,  and 
^<ilied  Spottsylvania  first. 

BATTLE   OF   SUNDAY,    MAY  8tH. 

5Varren's  Corps  was  in  the  advance,  in  the  march  for  this 

J  point,  and  Bartlett's  brigade,  of  Griffin's  division,  was 

^red  to  attack  the  place  at  once,  on  the  supposition  that 

^  cavalry  held  it.     But,  to  his  astonishment,  this  Com- 

ider  run  into  Longstreet's  whole  Corps,  and  was  shivered 

•agments — one  regiment,  the  First  Michigan,  losing  three- 

ths  of  its  number  in  fifteen  minutes.     Robinson's  divia- 

^n  the  left,  finding  itself  confronted  by  an  overwhelming 

,  also  gave  way  in  disorder. 

that  critical  moment,  Warren,  with  his  Staff,  arrived 

)  field,  and  fired  at  the  sight  of  the  disordered  ranks, 

d  forward  and  seizing  a  division  flag,  rallied  the  troops 

gallant  bearing,  and  held  them  firmly  to  the  shock, 

le  other  portions  of  his  Corps  could  arrive.     From 

11  twelve — for  four  hours — he  maintained  the  unequal 
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struggle,  and,  at  length,  gained  an  open  space  which  led  uf^ 
to  the  rebel  line  of  battle,  that  stretched  through  a 
of  woods. 

Two  fresh  divisions  coming  up — Crawford's  and  Getty's 
an  attack  was  made  on  the  enemy's  position  just  at  evenin: 
and  after  an  hour  and  a  half  of  severe  fighting,  the  first  \iz 
of  breastworks  was  carried,  though  with  heavy  loss  to 
The  next  morning  Grant  saw  his  line  advanced  to  within  1 


than  three  miles  of  Spottsylvauia  Court-House,  and   ^^^^^i^— ell 
intrenched. 

MONDAr. 

This  was  a  sad  day,  for  it  took  from  the  army  one  ol 
ablest  Commanders.     Sedgwick  having  gone  out  in  advj 
to  superintend  the  placing  of  some  batteries,  noticed 
one  of  the  gunners  dodged,  as  the  sharp  whistle  of  a  b' 
sounded  near.     Amused  at  the  man's  nervousness,  he 
pleasantly,  ''  Pooh,  man,  you  can't  hit  an  elephant  at 
distance  " — referring  to  the  nearest  enemy  in  sight — when        the 
bullet,  of  a  sharp-shooter  ensconced  in  one  of  the  neighl^iwr- 
ing  trees,  entered  his  eye,  and  passed  directly  into  his  br     ^a 
The  blood  gushed  from  his  nostrils,  and  with  a  serene  si — Tiile 
on  his  face,  he  fell  into  the  arms  of  his  Assistant  Adjat—  -ant- 
General.     A  noble  man,  a  strong  leader,  a  great  Genc^^^ral, 
and  one  of  the  firmest  props  of  Grant,  he  fell  w"her<^^  he 
always  preferred  to  fall,  on  the  field  of  battle,  with  his       face 
to  the  foe. 

Monday  was  a  day  of  comparative  quietude,  though  t'^ere 
was  constant  skirmishing.       Hancock  had  crossed  the^  Po 
and  thrown  up  intrenchments,  working  all  night  by  the  H-'g^^* 
of  lanterns,  hung  in  the  blossoming  cherry  trees.  •  U  ^3avy 
cannonading  occured  at  intervals,  along   the  line,  an^  ^ 
attack  of  the  enemy  was  expected,  but  was  not  made  ir»  ^7 
force  or  determination. 
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Both  armies  were  fearfully  exhausted.     For  the  last  three 
ys,  the  line  of  battle  had  been  constantly  formed,  and,  for 
:ty-eight  hours,  many  of  the  troops  had  been  without  rest 
regular  rations. 

Soldiers  had  never  shown  greater  endurance  on  any  battle- 
Id,  and  the  *'  three  days'  battle  in  the  Wilderness "  will 
nain  to  all  time,  as  an  evidence  of  the  superiority  of 
Qerican  troops — when  once  inured  by  long  service — to  any 
lers  in  the  world. 

On  this  day,  Sheridan,  with  the  cavalry  force,  started  on  a 
cl  to  sever  Lee's  communications  with  Richmond.     The 
ry  next  day  he  sent  a  dispatch  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
ting  that  he  had  "  turned  the  enemy's  right,  and  got  into 
^ir  rear ;  had  destroyed  from  eight  to  ten  miles  of  railroad, 
o  locomotives,  and  three  trains,  and  a  very  large  quantity 
supplies ;  and  that  since  he  had  got  into  their  rear,  there 
s  great  excitement  among  the  inhabitants  and  with  the 
ay.     The  enemy's  cavalry  had  tried  to  annoy  his  rear  and 
ik,  but  had  been  run  oflF,  and  he  had  recaptured  five  hun- 
d  of  our  men — two  of  them  colonels." 
?rom  this  point  he  moved  on,  spreading  destruction  in 
path,  until  he  reached  the  suburbs  of  Richmond,  and 
ally  entered  the  first  line  of  works.     But  finding  it  im- 
ible  to  proceed  farther,  he  wheeled  about  and  crossed 
'[Jhickahominy  at  Meadow  Bridge,  having  suffered  but 
.  loss  in  his  daring  ride.     But,  like  every  movement  of 
ind,  since  the  war  commenced,  it  was  of  no  practical 
!ance,  for  it  had  no  effect  whatever  on  Lee's  move- 
Tuesday,  the  10th,  Grant  having  finished  his  recon- 
:^s,  and  got  his  army  into  position,  determined  to 
the  enemy's  works.     It  was  ordered  to  take  place  at 
3ck  in  the  afternoon,  and  all  day  long  the  artillery 
V  steady,  awful  storm  on  the  rebel  position — in  some 
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places  setting  fire  to  the  forest,  that  smoked  and  flame 
above  the  dead  and  wounded.  More  or  less  fighting  o< 
curred  all  along  the  lines,  and  at  about  four  o'clock,  th 
enemy  came  out  and  attacked  Barlow's  division,  whic 
occupied  a  flanking  and  somewhat  isolated  position  ove 
the  stream,  and  compelled  it  to  re-cross  and  join  the  Secon< 
Corps.  This  delayed  the  proposed  attack  for  an  hour  an 
a  half,  so  that  it  was  sundown  before  the  columns  began  t 
advance. 

During  this  interval,  however,  the  cannonading  was  te: 
rifle,  and  shot  and  shell  fell  in  a  ceaseless  shower  on  th 
rebel  works.  At  half  past  six.  Grant  and  Meade,  with  the: 
stafis,  took  positions  on  an  eminence  that  overlooked,  t 
.some  extent,  the  field  of  operations,  and  the  signal — twelv 
•cannon  shots — sounded  the  advance.  With  cheers  that  ros 
•over  the  crash  of  cannon,  the  assiiulting  columns  at  one 
leaped  forward  and  pressed  over  the  broken  field.  Throng 
patches  of  wood — over  ridges,  across  swampy  holes  an< 
Tavines — swept  at  every  step  by  a  destructive  fire — ^th 
•^dark  lines  steadily  advanced,  although  the  brave  battalion 
•crumbled  away  like  frost-work  before  the  enfilading  fire  tha 
ploughed  through  the  ranks.  It  was  a  vain  effort,  howeve~ 
and  it  was  soon  evident  that  the  troops  were  held  to  a  us , 
iless  slaughter — those  strong  works  could  not  be  carrie 
The  only  success,  of  importance,  was  achieved  by  the  Six 
Corps,  that,  since  the  death  of  Sedgwick,  had  been  coh 
manded  by  General  Wright. 

"About  three  hundred  yards  in  front,  the  enemy  occupi-^ 
a  work  very  strongly  constructed,  as  high  as  a  man's  he» 
and  loop-holed  at  the  top.  The  party  organized  to  atta^ 
this  work,  was  disposed  by  General  Russell  and  led  by  Co- 
nel  Upton.  It  consisted  of  a  portion  of  the  First  divisic: 
the  Vermont  brigade  of  the  Second  division,  and  soM 
picked  troops  of  General  Neill's  command,  who  were  mass^ 
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on.  tlie  eve  of  the  attack,  to  the  left  and  front  of  three  bat- 
teries— Cowan's,  McCartney's  and  Rhodes'.  Some  compa- 
nies of  the  Forty-ninth  New  York  regiment  had  occupied, 
during  the  afternoon,  a  work  in  advance  of  the  general  line, 
and.  just  to  the  left  of  the  line  of  march  of  the  column  of 
attack.  As  the  column  pressed  forward,  these  companies 
moved  by  the  left  flank,  engaging  a  battery  of  the  enemy  on 
the  right  of  his  work. 

*  *  The  batteries  of  McCartney,  Cowan  and  Rhodes  opened 

^^  tlie  work,  over  the  heads  of  the  attacking  column,  which 

^o  v-ed  steadily  on  in  the  face  of  a  terrific  blaze  of  musketry, 

^^tli  arms  a-port,  and  without  firing  a  shot,  up  to  the  very 

&-oe  of  the  enemy's  position.     It  poured — a  flood  of  savage 

iaoes  and  plunging  bayonets — over  the  crest  of  the  work 

into  the  midst  of  the  enemy,  capturing,  in  an  instant, 

hundred  and  fifty  of  the  very  men  who  had  stampeded 

^t^o      brigades  of  Shaler  and  Seymour,  on  Friday  night,  in 

ttx^    Wilderness,  and  sending  a  scattering  volley  after  a  host 

^*       ^yiug   rebels.     Twelve  guns,   also,  came  into  our  pos- 

ion. 

^^Tiouts  of  laughter  greeted  these  prisoners,  as  they  were 

back  into  our  lines  at  full  speed,  before  the  bayonets  of 

^^Xr  captors.     Darkness,  at  length,  closed  the  conflict,  and 

.  ^-^^^  bleeding  lines  retired  from  the  hopeless  struggle.'    Our 

^    ^^es  this  day  were  fearful,  and  the  moon  that  night,  looked 

J^  "V%rn  on  hetacombs  of  brave  men,  piled  everywhere  around 

^"^  rebel  works  and  over  the  fields. 

he  next  day  was  spent  in  skirmishing  and  manoeuvering. 

^he  afternoon,  a  heavy  storm  set  in,  followed  by  a  dark 

foggy  night.    Hancock  took  advantage  of  the  darkness 

rain  to  change  his  position,  and,  unobserved  by  the 

^my,  planted  himself  on  his  right  flank.     Between  four 

^  five  o'clock  in  the  morning,  in  the  midst  of  a  pouring 

n,  the  troops  moved  silently  forward  against  a  salient  or 
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angle  of  the  enemy's  works,  held  by  Johnston,  which  here 
were  exceedingly  strong,  with  a  wide  ditch  in  front.  Bar- 
low's division  had  the  advance.  Miles'  brigade  leading.  The 
assaulting  columns  moved  swiftly,  and  in  dead  silence,  for- 
ward, and  without  a  cheer  or  a  shot,  swept  in  one  dark  flood 
over  the  ramparts,  capturing  almost  the  entire  division  of 
Johnston. 

Hancock  now  turned  the  captured  artillery  on  the  enemy, 
and  drove  them  back  for  nearly  a  mile.     But  here  the 
rallied,  and  a  long  and  bloody  fight  followed.     The  othe 
Corps  were  brought  up,  and  a  desperate  cflFort  was  made 
turn  this  brilliant  success  into  a  complete  victory ;  and  aTl 
through  the  forenoon,  in  the  midst  of  the  pelting  rain,  t 
fearful  conflict  continued  to  rage.    At  noon  the  storm  brok 
and  the  sun  came  out,  but,  alas !  not  to  light  us  to  victory 
The  first  advantage  was  the  last,  of  any  importance,  that  w 
gained,  and  after  hours  of  heavy  fighting,  it  was  evident 
the  enemy's  position  could  not  be  carried.    The  rebels,  fig 
ing  with  a  desperation  never  surpassed,  made  five  sncce 
charges  to  re-take  the  works  that  had  been  carried  by 
cock.     The  two  armies  were  rapidly  concentrated  arc 
this  single  spot — the  one  to  retake,  and  the  other  to  hold 
captured  works — hence,  the  struggle  and  the  slaughter  h 
were  awful. 

"Column  after  column  of  the  enemy  penetrated  to 
very  face  of  the  breastwork,  to  be  hewn  down  and  sent 
like  a  broken  wave.     Column  after  column  still  came 
dealing  death  and  meeting  it,  and  making  way  for  ot 
columns  and  others  still ;  and  all  the  day  long,  against  fc^^ 
rush  of  a  foe,  that  seemed  disdainful  of  life,  the  angle  \f5^ 
held  by  our  troops,  fighting,  falling,  but  unyielding,  to  tie 
close.     Our  artillery  made  havoc  on  that  day;  firom  dawn  to 
dusk,  the  roar  of  the  guns  was  ceaseless ;  a  tempest  of  shell 
fihrielied  through  the  forest,  and  plowed  the  field. 
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**  When  the  night  came,  the  angle  of  those  works,  where  the 
battle  had  been  hottest  and  from  which  the  enemy  had  been 
finally  driven,  had  a  spectacle  for  whoever  cared  to  look, 
that  would  never  have  enticed  his  gaze  again.  Men  in  hun- 
drecls,  killed  and  wounded  together,  were  piled  in  hideous 
lieaps — some  bodies  that  had  lain  for  hours  under  the  con- 
oentric  fire  of  the  battle,  being  perforated  with  wounds. 
The  ivri thing  of  the  wounded  beneath  the  dead,  moved  these 
masses  at  times ;  at  times,  a  lifted  arm  or  a  quivering  limb, 
tolfi  of  an  agony  not  yet  quenched  by  the  Lethe  of  death 
around." 

Says  another  correspondent : — ''  The  angle  of  the  works 

^^  w^liich  Hancock  entered,  and  for  the  possession  of  which 

tHo  savage  fight  of  the  day  was  made,  is  a  perfect  Golgotha. 

^^  this  angle  of  death  the  dead  and  wounded  rebels  lie,  this 

^or^xning,  literally  in  piles — men  in  the  agonies  of  death 

S^^  owning  beneath  the  dead  bodies  of  their  comrades.    On  an 

^^^a.  of  a  few  acres,  in  the  rear  of  their  position,  lie  not  less 

''^axx  a  thousand  rebel  corpses,  many  literally  torn  to  shreds 

y     laundreds  of  balls,   and  several  with   bayonet   thrusts 

^^^^  ugh  and  through  their  bodies,  pierced  on  the  very  mar- 

^^^  of  the  parapet,  which  they  were  determined  to  retake  or 

P^^Xsh  in  the  attempt.     The  one  exclamation  of  every  man 

*^c:i  looks  on  the  spectacle  is,  '  God  forbid  that  I  should  ever 

^^^^  upon  such  a  sight  again.'" 

*3[ancock's  achievement  was  a  brilliant  one,  and,  for  a 
^^^^e,  promised  success,  but  as  it  turned  out,  it  was  a  useless 
^^te  of  life. 

Grant's  losses,  since  he  crossed  the  Rapidan,  had  been 
^^arful — a  whole  army  had  disappeared — and  it  was  neces- 
sary that  these  should  be  repaired,  and  now  for  six  days  the 
army  had  comparative  rest,  while  reinforcements  were  hur- 
ried up  from  Washington.  The  manner  in  which  the  troops 
came  pouring  in  showed  the  forecast  of  Grant.     He  had 
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anticipated  no  easy  victory — he  knew  Lee  and  his  gallant 
veterans,  and  hence  prepared  for  the  frightful  loss  of  life 
which  had  now  taken  place.  These  gathering  hosts  showed 
too  the  almost  exhaustless  resources  of  the  North,  and  that 
they  were  at  last  being  employed  by  a  man  who  knew  how 
to  use  them. 

Grant  a  few  days  before,  had  telegraphed  to  the  Secretary 
of  War,  "  I  propose  to  fight  it  out  on  this  line,  if  it  takes  all 
Summer,"  and  it  was  evident  that  he  meant  to.  This  was  said 
in  no  spirit  of  obstinacy,  as  it  was  generally  supposed — it  was 
a  mere  re-affirmation  of  judgment  on  the  plan  he  had  adopted, 
notwithstanding  the  frightful  sacrifices  of  life  the  carrying  it 
out  had  demanded. 

The  base  of  supplies,  in  the  meantime,  had  been  changed 
to  Fredericksburg.  Manoeuvering  of  the  forces,  skirmishing 
and  heavy  artillery  firing,  kept  the  troops  on  the  alert,  but 
Grant  had  resolved  not  to  dash  his  army  to  pieces  again  on 
the  strong  works  before  him. 

The  ceaseless  energy  with  which  he  had  pushed  the  ene- 
my, had  not  left  him  sufficient  time  to  bury  his  dead  prop- 
erly, and  the  "  Wilderness  "  presented  a  shocking  spectacle, 
with  its  uncovered,  or  but  partially  interred  bodies,  scattered 
amid  the  shattered  trees  of  the  forest  and  wreck  of  the  fight 

During  these  seventeen  fearful  days,  Sherman's  army  had 
been  sending  up  its  victorious  shouts  amid  the  mountains  of 
Georgia,  as  it  hewed  its  way  toward  Atlanta,  and  Butler 
causing  consternation  among  the  inhabitants  of  Richmond, 
as  the  sound  of  his  cannon  broke  over  the  rebel  Capital 
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BUTLERS  ADVANCE  TO  CITT  POINT — BCTLEr's  CAMPAIGN — BERMUDA  HUK- 
DRED — POSITION  OF  THE  ARMY — KAUTz's  CAVALRY  EXPEDITION — TORPE- 
DOES  RICHMOND  AND  PETERSBURG  RAILROAD  SEVERED — BUTLER^B  DIS- 
PATCH  OPERATIONS  AGAINST  DRURy's  BLUFF DILATORINESS    OF  BUTLER 

REFUSES  TO    INTRENCH    HIMSELF    ON   THE    RAILROAD MORNING    ATTACK    OF 

THE  ENEMY CAPTURE  OF  HECKMAN  AND  HIS  BRIGADE — GILLMOBE  AND  BUT- 

LER  ON  THE  SITUATION    OF   THE    ARMY RETREAT   TO    BERMUDA    HUNDRED 

TOTAL  FAILURE  OF   THE    PENINSULA    MOVEMENT — GRANTS  OPINION    OF    BUT- 
LER^S  CONDUCT — BUTLEr's  TREATMENT   OF   WAR   CORRESPONDENTS — BRUTAL 

TREATMENT    OF   A    CHAPLAIN NAVAL    OPERATIONS    ALONG    THE     COAST IN 

FLORIDA LOSS  OF  THE  COLUMBINE — INVESTMENT  OF  NEWBERN — REBEL  IRON- 
CLADS  GALLANT    FIGHT     OF    SMITH    WITH    THE    ALBEMARLE    IN    ALBEMARLE 

BOUND — CONDUCT  OF  THE  8ASSACUS — STEELE  IN  ARKANSAS. 

IN  accordance  with  Grant's  orders,  General  Butler,  on  the 
4th  of  May,  moved  his  army  from  Fortress  Monroe,  to 
co-operate,  by  an  advance  on  Richmond,  with-  the  former, 
and  keep  reinforcements  back  from  Lee.  While  Grant  was 
entering  on  the  terrific  "  Battles  of  the  Wilderness,"  and  its 
dreary  solitudes  were  echoing  to  the  roar  of  his  guns,  Butler 
with  his  army  on  transports,  guarded  by  iron-clads,  was 
steaming  up  the  James  River,  toward  City  Point,  that  lay 
about  fifteen  miles  below  the  rebel  Capital.  A  landing  was 
made  at  this  place  without  opposition,  and  soon  the  army 
was  planted  securely  on  the  narrow  strip  of  land,  known  as 
Bermuda  Hundred. 

The  river  here  takes  a  sharp  bend,  so  that  the  army 
rested  both  its  right  and  left  flank  on  it,  though,  by  th^ 
Btream,  they  were  many  miles  apart.     A  line  of  intrench- 
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ments  was  also  stretched  across  the  neck,  while  either  ex- 
tremity was  protected  by  gun-boats.  A  more  secure  position 
could  not  have  been  selected.  The  difficulty  was  that  while 
an  army  here  could  repel  a  large  force,  a  small  one,  on  the 
other  hand,  could  coop  it  up  so  as  to  render  it  inoperative. 
It  was  like  a  cavern,  the  mouth  of  which  could  be  defended 
by  a  few  men  within,  against  great  odds  without;  and, 
on  the  other  hand,  a  few  men  could  prevent  any  egress 
from  it. 

Simultaneous  with  the  advance  of  the  army,  a  cavalry  ex- 
pedition,  under  General  Kautz,  was  sent  off  to  strike  th 
Richmond  and  Weldon  railroad,  at  a  point  some  eighty  mil 
distant,  and  destroy  a  bridge  three  thousand  feet  long,  an» 
then  act  as  circumstances  might  dictate. 

A  strong  fleet  of  gun-boats  and  iron-clads,  under  Admirr 
Lee,  co-operated  with  the  army.     It  was  known  that  tor 
does  had  been  sunk  in  the  river,  and  hence  they  were  dra 
ged  for  in  advance.     But,  notwithstanding  the  utmost  p 
caution  was  taken,  about  noon,  on  the  6th,  one  that  h 


escaped  discovery,  exploded  under  the  Commodore  Jon 
near  Four  Mile  Creek,  utterly  destroying  the  vessel, 
killing  and  wounding  half  of  the  crew.     A  party  of  rnari 
and  sailors  immediately  landed  at  the  point  and  discove 
three  galvanic  batteries  sunk  in  the  ground.     Two  men 
were  captured  in  a  battery  near. 

One  of  these  being  interrogated  respecting  the  localitj^  of 
the  torpedoes,  at  first  professed  entire  ignorance,  but  b(^  i  '^^S 
placed  in  the  advance  boat  of  those  dragging  for  them,  ^fc-  '^^^ 
told  that  he  would  be  blown  up  with  the  rest,  he  becet^^^^^® 
more  communicative,  and  stated  where  those  he  knew  '^^ 
were  placed.  He  said,  moreover,  that  the  one  which  explocJ-  ^ 
under  the  Commodore  Jones  contained  two  thousand  poai*-  ^ 
of  powder — that  the  large  ones  were  exploded  by  galvaC^  ^^ 
batteries,  but  the  smaller  ones,  either  by  contact  or  a  li-  ^^^ 
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from  shore.  Those  that  were  sunk,  were  put  down  by 
Hunter  Davidson,  formerly  of  the  United  States  Navy,  who 
commanded  a  boat  named  the  Torpedo,  which  was  built  for 
this  especial  service. 

The  next  day,  the  7th,  the  tug  gun-boat  Shawsheen,  while 
looking  for  one  of  these  submarine  terrors,  near  Turkey 
Bend,  came  under  the  fire  of  a  rebel  battery,  and  was  de- 
stroyed, and  most  of  the  officers  and  crew  captured. 

First  Assistant-Engineer  Young  sent  to  the  dejpartment  a 
Jketch  of  these  galvanic  batteries,  by  which  the  torpedoes 
svere  exploded,  which  is  curious,  as  a  part  of  our  naval  his- 
tory daring  a  war,  that  brought  into  service  so  many  new 
nissiles  of  destruction. 

He  says : — ''  The  galvanic  batteries  were  formed  of  nine 
due  cups,  each  one  battery,  or  a  set  of  cups  being  placed  on 
shelves  directly  over  the  other.    In  each  zinc  cup  was  placed 
i  porous  clay  cup.     In  the  zinc  cup,  and  outside  the  porous 
3up,  was  placed  the  sulphuric  acid  and  water,  and  inside  the 
oorous  cup  was  placed  the  nitric  acid.     The  zinc  of  one  cup 
was  connected  to  the  cast-iron  of  the  other,  by  a  clamp  and 
thumb  screw.     The  negative  wires  led  directly  to  the  tor- 
pedoes, (one  to  each.)     The  positive  wires  ran  along  near  a 
foot-path,  parallel  with  the  river,  for  about  two  hundred 
feet,  and  terminated  at  a  sub-battery.     In  this  sub-battery, 
isvere  two  large  wooden  plugs,  with  a  hole  about  one-half 
inch  in  diameter  in  each ;  these  holes  being  filled  with  mer- 
cury ;  the  positive  wires  connecting  from  the  torpedoes  to 
the  bottom  of  these  plugs;    the  positive  wires,  from  the 
charged  batteries,  being  inserted  in  the  mercury  at  the  top 
of  its  respective  plug,  to  form  the  connections  and  explode 
the  torpedoes.     The  wires  from  the  river  bank  to  the  torpe- 
does were  supported  by  a  three  inch  rope,  being  stopped 
to  rope  about  every  four  feet.    At  a  distance  of  every  fifteen 
feet  of  the  rope,  were  some  five  or  six  feet  of  three-quarter 
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link  chain  to  assist  in  keeping  it  on  the  bottom.     The  wir-     es 

were  covered  with  gutta  percha,  about  one-quarter  int  -^}^ 

thick.     The  battery  used  is  generally  known  as  the  Buns^^^^Q 
battery." 

With  such  infernal  mechanism  lining  the  banks  of  a  m 
row  river,  and  connecting  with  vast  masses  of  gun-powd< 
lying  concealed  on  the  bottom,  and  all  under  the  control 
hidden  operators  on  shore,  the  navigation  of  the  stream  w 


^ 


made  most  perilous.  We  had  not  a  Commander  afloat  w 
would  not  rather  at  any  time  engage  a  hostile  fleet,  of  vas 
superior  force,  than  carry  his  vessels,  without  an  enemy 
sight,  up  such  a  river.  There  is  something  infinitely  m 
appalling  in  sailing  over  such  hidden  engines  of  destructi 
than  there  is  meeting  any  danger  face  to  face. 

About  the  time  the  rebel  batteries  opened  on  our  fleet 
destroying  the  Shawsheen — a  fight  commenced  on  land.   1$ 
ler  moving  out  his  army  toward  the  Richmond  and  Pet^ 
burg  railroad,  the  rebels  attacked  him.     The  day  was 
cessively  warm,  but,  about  eleven  o'clock,  the  enemy  operx 
with  artillery,  and  a  sharp  cannonade  was  kept  up  along  ti^^  ^ 
lines. 

While  the  left  and  centre  were  thus  engaged,  a  briga 
on  the  right,  under  Colonel  Barton,  pressed  forward, 
striking  the  railroad,  succeeded  in  tearing  up  the  track 
some  distance,  and   setting  a  bridge  on  fire.     But 
heavily  pressed  in  turn,  it  was  compelled  to  retire. 

The  action  continued  with  more  or  less  severity  till 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  order  was  given  for 
army  to  fall  back  to  the  lines  held  in  the  morning. 

On  the  9th,  Butler  again  moved  forward  to  break      '■^P 
more   effectually   this  important  railroad.      With   Genc^^^ 
Smith's  Corps,  on  the  left,  and  Gillmore,  with  the  Te:^^*^ 
Corps,  on  the  right,  the  columns  began  their  march  at  dl^J' 
light,  and  passed  cautiously  through  the  thick  woods  in  &cytit, 
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rtliout  meeting  the  enemy.  About  nine  o'clock,  Smith 
xuck  the  raih'oad  at  Port  Walthall  Junction,  and  Gillmore 
t  Chester  Station,  and  the  work  of  destruction  commenced, 
»ut  little  resistance  was  made  by  the  enemy,  and  it  was  evi- 
ent  that  he  had  been  taken  wholly  by  surprise. 

Butler  now  determined  to  advance  on  Petersburg,  and  the 
rray,  the  same  afternoon,  moved  forward.  The  place  was 
eld  by  Beauregard  with  a  large  force,  who  had  been 
rdered  up  from  the  south  to  take  charge  of  affairs  around 
'iclimond. 

utler,  elated  with  his  easy  success,  and  fully  believing 
he  could  hold  possession  of  the  railroad  communication 
^t^vveen  Richmond  and  Petersburg,  sent  the  following  tele- 
to  Washington,  summing  up  his  achievements,  and 
ouncing  the  separation  of  Beauregard's  forces  from  those 
iCe: — 

"May  9,  1864. 


I 


^r  operations  may  be  summed  up  in  a  few  words.     With  one  thousand 

^     seven  hundred  cavalry  we  have  advanced  up  the  Peninsula,  forced  the 

^^^kahorainy,  and  have  safely  brought  them  to  our  present  position.    Tliese 

colored  cavalry,  and  arc  now  holding  our  advanced  pickets  toward 

mond. 

encral  Kautz,  with  three  thousand  cavalry,  from  Suffolk,  on  the  same 
with  our  movement  up  James  River,  forced  the  Blackwater,  burned  the 
oad  bridge  at  Stony  Creek,  below  Petersburg,  cutting  in  two  Beauro- 
h  force  at  that  point. 

e  have  landed  here,  intrenched    ourselves,  destroyed  many  miles   of 
^oad,  and  got  a  position  which,  with  proper  supplies,  we  can  hold  out 
onst  the  whole  of  Lee's  army.     I  have  ordered  up  the  supplies, 
^eauregard,  with  a  laraje  portion  of  his  force,  was  left  south  by  the  cut- 
of  the  railroads  by  Kautz.     That  portion  which  reached  Petersbui^ 
cr  Hill,  I  have  whipped  to-day,  killing  and  wounding  many,  and  taking 
Tiy  prisoners,  after  a  severe  and  well-contested  fight. 
General  Grant  will  not  be  troubled  with  any  further  reinforcements  to 
from  Beauregard's  force. 

BENJAMIN  F.  BUTLER,  Major-General.'* 

More  or  less  fighting  occurred  between  the  hostile  forces, 
^thout  bringing  on  a  decisive  battle,  and  Butler,  at  length, 
i^termined  to  advance  against  Fort  Darling,  located  on 
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Drury's  BlufT.  The  batteries  here  were  the  main  obstaczzm^L 
that  prevented  our  gun-boats  from  moving  as  near  to  Ric=^sh 
mond  as  the  depth  of  water  would  allow,  and  if  they  wer  -  z^{ 
once  silenced,  it  was  believed  that  the  advance  of  the  fle^^^--^! 
would  compel  the  evacuation  of  the  rebel  Capital. 

Butler  having  reached  Kingsland  Creek,  formed  line 
battle  on  the  south-east  side,  in  view  of  James  River.     T 
fleet,  in  the  meantime,  moved  to  the  vicinity  of  the  fort 
co-operate  with  the  land  forces. 

The  news  of  Hancock's  brilliant  success  at  Spottsylvai^.  :S^a> 
reached  the  army  on  this  day,  causing  immense  cheering 
along  the  front. 

For  five  days  there  had  been  more  or  less  fighting, 
mnch  of  the  time  in  a  pouring  rain,  but  no  decisive  adir 
tage  had  been  gained  by  either  side.     Butler  succeeded^ 
taking  some  of  the  outer  works  of  Fort  Darling ;  and  fir 
the  daily  bulletins,  published  by  war  correspondents, 
public   expected   the  speedy  capture  of  this  stronghoX<3- 

Foiled  here,  Butler  attempted  to  get  toward  Petersburg' ' 

the  fall  of  which  had   been  prematurely  announced — 13 tit 
meeting  with  strong  opposition,  he,  on  Monday,  chan 
front,  and  moved  toward  Richmond.     His  line,  at  this  ti 
was  three  miles  long,  extending  from  the  James  River  to   tli^ 
Richmond  and  Petersburg  railroad.     He  had  been  moles t-^ 
so  little  in  the  occupancy  of  this  road,  that  he  seemed     "^^ 
think  the  enemy  had  abandoned  all  hope  of  re-occupying'  ^*> 
and  hence  neglected  to  take  those  precautions  which  a  skill^°' 
Commander  would  have  adopted. 

Gillmore,  one  of  the  ablest  engineers  of  the  age,   ^^^ 
of  much  experience  in  the  field,  advised  him  to  throw    ^P 
intrenchments  so  as  to  be  able  to  hold  this  important  po^' 
tion  against  any  attack  of  the  enemy.     But  Butler,  in    * 
pompous  manner,  replied,  that  he  was  acting  on  the  oj^i^ 
sive^  and  not  defensive^  and  refused  to  follow  his  advicft 
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GiUmore,  clearly,  did  not  believe  that  the  rebels  had  aban- 
doned all  hope  of  re-taking  this  important  railroad,  and  the 
event  proved  the  correctness  of  his  opinion.  The  move- 
men  t  to  City  Point  had  evidently  been  a  surprise,  and  had 
Butler  advanced  at  once,  before  the  enemy  recovered  from 
it,  Petersburg,  if  not  Richmond,  could  have  been  easily 
captured. 

But  the  five  days,  or  more,  that  he  had  been  campaigning 

^^  the  open  country,  had  been  improved  by  Beauregard  in 

iixrrj'ing  up  troops,  which,  the  moment  they  were  well  in 

'^o.n.cl,  he  meant  to  hurl  with  resistless  fury  on  our  army. 

^c>nday  morning,  the  16th,  was  selected  for  the  assault,  and 

^  l>^tter  time  could  not  have  been  chosen.     The  night  had 

^^^n  exceedingly  dark,  and  toward  morning  a  dense  fog 

^^ci^pped  everything  in  impenetrable  gloom.     Shrouded  in 

/^i^,  the  enemy  came  noiselessly  down  on  our  unsuspecting 

^^^^  striking  it  first  on  the  right  flank.     Heckman's  brigade 

posted  here,  on  which  the  onset  came  with  the  sudden- 

of  a  thunder-clap. 

*3Tie  fog  lay  so  thick  over  the  fields,  that  a  person,  a  few 

distant,  was  invisible ;  hence  the  proximity  of  the  ene- 

was  unknown  till  his  unearthly  yells  rose  out  of  the  mist, 

[j^^ht  in  the  face  of  the  brigade.     Heckman,  than  whom  a 

^^^ver  man  never  lived,  dashed  through  the  gloom,  shouting 

his  men  to  stand  firm,  and  succeeded,  by  great  effort,  in 

ying  a  portion  of  his  brigade,  whose  loud  cheers  soon 

^^swered  the  defiant  yells  of  their  assailants.     So  dense  was 

^*Xe  fog,  that  the  troops  were  brought  breast  to  breast,  be- 

^^re  they  could  see  each  other,  and  the  fight  became  a  hand- 

^<>-hand  contest    Wholly  unable  to  see  the  ground  occupied 

^y  the  enemy,  Heckman  could  not  tell  what  disposition  to 

^ake  of  his  regiments — ^in  fact,  was  totally  ignorant  of  the 

strength  of  the  force  opposed  to  him. 

Under  such  circumstances,  the  contest  could  not  be  other- 
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wise  than  a  short  one.     The  rebels  knew  the  exact  positii 
qjT  the  brigade,  and  swiftly  overlapping  it,  took  it  in  rej 
and  captured  nearly  the  whole,  and  with  it  Its  leader,  tl 
gallant  Heckman.     Two  regiments  of  Gillmore's  Corps  h 
been  detached  from  it,  and,  under  Weitzel,  lay  in  rear 
the  brigade  as  a  reserve.     These,  aroused   by  the  firii 
and  yells,  that  rent  the  fog  in  advance,  sprung  to  th< 
arras,  and  were  led,  by  Colonel  Drake,   swiftly  forwifc^- 
toward  the  spot  where  the  conflict  was  raging.     Chargl 
fiercely  on  the  exultant  foe,  they  bore  him  back,  and  resci^^ 
some  three  or  four  hundred  of  our  prisoners.     The  reh> 
rallying,  charged  back,  but  could  not  move  those  noble 
ments  from  their  places. 

The  battle  raged  furiously  here,  for  a  long  time, 
both  sides  brought  up  reinforcements  to  this  vital  paimt. 
The  contest,  however,  was  not  confined  to  the  right  fla-xn-ls:, 
but  drifted  steadily  down  the  line  for  two  miles  and  a 
half. 

"The  rebel  plan  of  massing  brigade  after  brigade,  in  liD.« 
of  battle,  and  hurling  them  in  rotation  against  us,  was 
tried  with  very  bad  resulta     General  Smith,  with  that 
thought  which  is  characteristic  of  him,  anticipating  soigne 
such  move  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  had  ordered  a  larg'« 
quantity  of  telegraph  wire  to  be  intertwisted  among  the  tr^^^ 
and  undergrowth  which  lay  in  front  of  our  position.    Winter 
and  Burnham  received  the  order  and  obeyed  it.     Heckm^^ 
failed,  unfortunately,  to  get  it.     When,  therefore,  the  re^^^ 
charged  upon  our  intrenchments,  in  the  dull  light,  hundr^^^ 
of  them  were  tripped  down,  and  unable  to  tell  the  cati^^ 
As  they  lay  upon  the  ground,  our  musketry-fire  kept  m^^/ 
of  them  from  ever  rising  more.     As  with  the  first  line,   ^ 
with  the  second.     They  met  the  same  fate.     The  third  Uu^ 
fared  no  better,  and  this  simple  agency  of  a  telegraphic  yrit^ 
interlaced  among  the  trees,  played  more  havoc  in  the  rebel 
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ranks  than  anything  else.     The  dead  lay  like  autumn  leaves 
before  the  front  of  Wistar  and  Burnham." 

-A^bout  eight  o'clock,  there  was  a  lull,  and  Butler,  now 

thoroughly  alarmed,  ordered  a  retreat.     For  the  first  time 

in  liis  life,  he  had  experienced  a  real  rebel  charge,  and  his 

confidence  in  his  own  powers  seemed  suddenly  to  vanish. 

N"ot^¥ithstanding  the  disaster  that  had  overtaken  the  army, 

Grillmore  was  not  disposed  to  abandon  so  readily  this  position 

^^^     the  railroad,  the  holding  of  which  was  so  necessary  to 

ultimate  success;  and  when  he  received  the  order  to  fall 

l>acil5,  sent  an  urgent  remonstrance  to  Butler  to  withdraw  it, 

frying  that  he  believed  he  could  hold  his  position.     Receiv- 

^^S'^  in  reply,  a  peremptory  order  to  retreat,  he  reluctantly 

^■^^jed,  and  the  army  fell  back  to  its  intrenched  position  at 

•**^^r-inuda  Hundred. 

I^hus,  in  a  single  morning,  the  whole  value  of  the  Penin- 

^^1^  movement  was  lost,  and  might  as  well  have  not  been 

^^^  Partaken  at  all,  for  the  rebels  not  only  had  possession  of 

*-^^   railroad  again,  by  which  they  could  forward  troops  and 

pUes  to  Lee,  but  had  cooped  up  Butler  in  his  strong  posi- 

,  so  that  he  was  as  powerless  to  make  any  aggressive 

Tement,  as  though  locked  up  in  an  iron  cage.     There 

,^^'X^er  was  a  movement  begun  with  such  a  promise  of  success, 

^  *^.t  ended  so  disgracefully. 


^rant  saw  a  most  important  part  of  his  great  plan  thus 
^^denly  broken  up,  thereby  increasing  four-fold  the  magni- 
^^e  of  the  work  before  him.     The  chagrrin  and  feelincr  with 


lich  he  received  the  news,  may  be  gathered  from  the  man- 
^^T  in  which  he  alludes  to  the  subject  in  his  official  report 
^^€  says : — 

"On  the  16th,  the  enemy  attacked  General  Butler  in  his 

^K)8ition  in  front  of  Drury's  BluflF.     He  was  forced  back,  or 

^rew  back,  into  his  intrenchments  between  the  forks  of  the 

^ames  'and  Appomattox  Rivers — the   enemy  intrenching 
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strongly  in  his  front,  thus  covering  his  railroads,  the  ci 
and  all  that  was  valuable  to  him.  His  army,  therefo 
though  in  a  position  of  great  security,  was  as  complete 
shut  off  from  further  operations,  directly  against  Richmon 
as  if  it  had  been  in  a  bottle  strongly  corked.  It  requir 
but  a  comparatively  small  force  of  the  enemy  to  hold 
there." 

A  little  farther  on,  referring  to  the  same  lamentable  affai 
he  says : — 

"  The  army  sent  to  operate  against  Richmond,  having  h 
metically  sealed  itself  up  at  Bermuda  Hundred,  the  enen 
was  enabled  to  bring  the  most,  if  not  all,  the  reinforceme 
brought  from  the   south  by  Beauregard,  against  the  Ar 
of  the  Potomac.    In  addition  to  this  reinforcement,  a  very  cc 


in 
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siderable  one — probably  not  less  than  fifteen  thousand  men 

was  obtained  by  calling  in  the  scattered  troops,  under  Brecz=:^=t- 
enridge,  from  the  western  parts  of  Virginia," 

The  public  was  not  aware,  at  first,  of  the  extent  of 
misfortune,  and  rested  comparatively  satisfied  with  the 
nouncement  that  Butler's  "  position  was  impregnable."  I* 

was  as  much  as  the  position  of  a  war  correspondent  v^'   "as 
worth,  in  the  Army  of  the  James,  to  breathe  one  word- 
disparagement  of  Butler's  skill,  or  express  a  doubt  of 
wisdom  of  his  movements. 

This  had  a  striking  illustration  in  the  case  of  a  chaplain^ ^ 

Gillmore's  Corps.     In  a  private  letter  to  the  editor  of 
Evening  Post^  he  stated  some  very  unwholesome  truths, 
pecting  this  unfortunate  battle.     This  was  published  anoi 
mously,  but  Butler  having  discovered  its  author,  undei 
trumped-up  charge  of  his  being  absent  without  leave,  got 
unsuspecting  clergyman  within  his  department,  and,  unal 
to  make  him  consent  to  unsay  the  truth,  and  state  a 
hood,  threw  him  into  confinement  among  rebels  and  negro 
where  he  kept  him  for  more  than  a  month,  subjected 
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3osures  that  well  nigh  destroyed  his  life.  Refusing  to 
LUt  him  a  trial,  in  direct  violation  of  his  duty ;  refusing, 
3,  to  allow  him  to  hold  religious  service  with  his  fellow- 
soners,  he  continued  his  unmanly  persecutions  until  pow- 
ul  friends  of  his  victim,  from  without,  took  up  the  case, 
en  he  was  compelled  to  release  his  despotic  grasp,  and  let 
i  injured  man  go  free  to  paint  his  persecutor  in  his  true 
ors. 

Kautz's  cavalry  raid,  which  started  two  or  three  days 
*ore  this  disastrous  battle,  accomplished  its  work  success- 
ly.  The  damages  inflicted  upon  the  enemy  have  been 
scribed  as  follows : 

*  Going  direct  to  Walthall  Junction,  the  depot  of  the 
-hmond  and  Petersburg  railroad  was  destroyed,  together 
ix  its  contents.  Moving  on  to  Chester  Station,  a  similar 
He  was  enacted. 

*  Marching  on  to  the  Richmond  and  Danville  road,  the 
iot  at  the  coal  mines,  with  a  large  number  of  cars,  was 
Uolished.  The  same  occurred  at  Tomahawk  Station.  At 
Pv^latan,  a  locomotive  and  train  were  destroyed,  together 
li  the  railroad  buildings.  When  the  Third  New- York 
I   Eleventh  Pennsylvania  cavalry  approached  Chola,  on 

line  of  the  Lone  road,  their  further  progress  was  con- 
t^d  by  a  rebel  infantry  regiment  stationed  there.  After  a 
sit  fight,  our  men  drove  the  rebels.  In  the  short  engage- 
rit,  but  few  were  killed  or  wounded,  on  our  side. 

*  The  rebels  having  retired,  the  command  pushed  on,  after 
»t:roying  considerable  of  the  property,  a  train  of  cars,  and 
^comotive  included.  The  expedition  then  struck  for  the 
Xth-side  road.  Here,  at  Black's  and  White's,  another 
^n  was  destroyed,  with  a  large  amount  of  commissary 
i:*es.  At  Wellsville  and  Wilson's  Station,  railroad  property 
^  demolished. 
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"At  Lawrence  ville,  the  Court-House  of  Brunswick  County, 
a  large  amount  of  com,  tobacco  and  flour,  belonging  to  the 
Confederate  Government,  and  which  had  been  taken  from 
farmers,  for  taxes,  was  burned. 

"  On  the  Nottaway  River,  near  Jarrett's  Station,  a  pontoo 
bridge  was  destroyed      The  part  of  the  Petersburg  anc 
Weldou  railroad,  which  was  tapped  by  the  former  raid,  ha« 
been  repaired,  but  this  time  the  raiders  broke  it  more  effec^ 
ually.     At  all  the  stations,  where  the  expedition  halted 
destroy  depots,  the  railroad  track  was  torn  up  for  seve 
miles  on  each  side.     Bridges  were  leveled,  not  only  on  t? 
railroads,  but  on  several  turnpikes. 

"There  were  large  quantities  of  commissary  stores 
along  the  line  of  the  road,  which  were  rendered  thoroug 
useless  for  the  Confederates.  The  work  done  by  this  ex 
dition  Avas  most  effectual;  four  railroads  being  rende 
useless  to  the  rebels,  to  say  nothing  of  what  else  was  da 
which  will  cripple  them  very  materially. 

"  Our  men  penetrated  within  four  miles  of  Richmond,  aip-    ^ 
three  of  Petersburg.     Encounters  with  the  enemy  occurre 
on  several  occasions,  but  they  always  were  compelled  t 
retire." 

With  small  loss,  the  force  again  reached  City  Point,  oi# 
the  evening  of  the  18th. 

Butler  now  being  "  corked  up,"  but  little  interest  was  felt 
by  Grant,  in  his  action,  for  he  knew  that  nothing  more  could 
be  done  in  that  direction  until  he  should  arrive  with  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac.  There  was  plainly,  now,  but  one 
way  to  form  a  junction  with  Butler,  and  that  was  to  march 
to  the  spot  where  he  lay  helpless.  The  Army  of  the  James 
being  "  hermetically  sealed,"  it  must  remain  useless  to  him 
until,  by^his  presence,  he  could  unseal  it. 

The  rebels,  emboldened  by  their  success,  endeavored  to 
get  possession  of  the  James  River,  below  Butler,  and  cut 
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lis  supplies ;  they  accordingly  attacked  both  Fort  Pow- 
n  and  Wilson's  Wharf,  but  were  repelled  by  the  moni- 
under  Admiral  Lee. 

it,  while  the  month  of  May  will  be  forever  marked  in 
calendar  for  the  mighty  military  movements  it  Avitnessed, 

and  West,  its  record  would  not  be  complete  without 
ig  the  naval  operations  along  our  coast, 
hen  Grant  set  in  motion  our  great  armies,  it  was  under- 
1  that  the  navy  should,  at  the  same  time,  threaten  the 
I  ports,  not  yet  in  our  possession,  and  thus  keep  from 
reinforcements  that  otherwise  would  reach  him.  With 
mr  borders  at  peace,  the  entire  military  force  of  the 
h  was  available,  and  could  be  sent  in  any  desired  direc- 
At  the  South,  this  state  of  things  was  reversed,  and 

fewer  men  to  bring  into  the  field,  she  had  to  keep 
:  many,  even  of  these,  to  protect  the  few  ports  that  still 
lined  to  her. 

t  Mobile,  Farragut  lay  waiting  for  one  or  two  iron-clads 
Dldly  force  his  way  into  the  bay,  while  expeditions  up 
ivers  of  Florida  kept  detachments  of  troops  there,  which 
would  soon  bo  in  sore  need  of.  In  one  of  these  up  the 
lohn's,  we  lost  the  steam  tug.  Columbine,  which  fell  into 
lands  of  the  enemy.  Our  batteries  and  iron-clads  were 
pounding  away  on  the  defenses  of  Charleston  harbor — 
ing  strong  garrisons  there  to  defend  the  place, 
binking  that  we  had  drawn  away  our  forces  from  New- 
,  to  fill  up  our  armies,  the  rebels  organized  an  expedi- 
against  it,  and  in  the  fore  part  of  the  month,  news  was 
ived  that  it  was  closely  besieged  by  the  enemy,  and 
i  were  entertained  that  it  might  fall  into  his  hands,  but 
as  driven  back  in  disgrace. 

Ithough  nothing  but  disaster  had  overtaken  the  Southern 
'  from  the  outset,  two  formidable  rams,  on  the  eastern 
t,  this  Spring,  caused  a  good  deal  of  alarm  to  our  ship- 
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ping.     One,  at  Wilmington,  was  reported  to  be  a  pow^^^f^^ 
vessel,  and  a  strong  force  was  kept  watching  her.     The    -AJ- 
bemarle,  that  had  wrought  such  mischief  to  the  Miami  ^ind 
Southfield,  in  Albemarle  Sound,  was  decoyed  out  of    ^lie 
Roanoke  River,  by  Melancthon  Smith,  senior  officer  in     tlie 
Sound,  and  attacked  by  eight  steamers.    The  gun-boat  Bo:i2iiT> 
shell,  which  accompanied  it,  was  captured,  and  the  ram  'veas 
compelled  to  retire  from  the  conflict,  apparently,  somew^liat 
damaged.   The  Sassacus  behaved  nobly  in  the  combat.   ILmSLy- 
ing  herself  alongside  her  formidable  antagonist,  she  poii 
in  her  heavy  shot  at  close  quarters.     After  the  capturo 
the  Bombshell — she  being  some  distance  oflF,  and  the 
lying  broadside  too — Roe,  the  Commander,  "ordered   fVall 
steam  on  and  open  throttle,  and  laid  the  ship  fair  for   tl^e 
broadside  of  the  ram,  to  run  her  down.    The  Sassacus  stnx  ork 
her  fairly  just  abaft  her  starboard  beam,  in  the  position,     ^ 
the  rear  of  the  house  or  casemate,  with  a  speed  of  nine      ^^ 
ten  knots,  making  twenty-two  revolutions  with  thirty  poui3.  ^s 
of  steam.     As  I  struck,  (he  says,)  she  sent  a  one  hundr^^  ^' 
pounder  rifle-shot,  through  and  through,  from  starboard  l>  d^^^ 
to  port-side,  at  the  berth-deck.     The  collision  was  prc^*^''/ 
heavy,  and  the  ram  careened  a  good  deal, — ^so  much  so  tl:=^*^' 
the  water  washed  over  her  deck,  forward  and  aft  the  c^tJL^s^ 
mate.     At  one  time,  I  thought  she  was  going  down ;  I  k^^fjt 
the  engine  pushing,  as  I  hoped,  deeper  and  deeper  into  1^  ^^^ 
and  also  hoping  it  might  be  possible  for  some  one  of    ^^^ 
boats  to  get  up  on  the  opposite  side  of  me,  and,  perb^I^ 
enable  us  to  sink  her,  or,  at  least,  to  get  well  on  to  her    ^'^ 
all  sides.     I  retained  this  position  full  ten  minutes,  throtV'J^^ 
grenades  down  her  deck  hatch,  and  trying  in  vain  to    ST^' 
powder  into  her  smoke-stack,  and  receiving  volleys  of  na^ 
ketry,  when  the  stern  of  the  ram  began  to  go  round,  and  her 
broadside  port  bearing  on  our  starboard  bow,  when  the  n^n 
fired,  and  sent  a  one  hundred-pounder,  Brook's  rifle-sbo^ 
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agh  the  starboard,  side,  on  the  berth-deck,  passing 
Dgh  the  empt/ bunkers  into  the  starboard  boiler,  clear 
ugh  it,  fore  and  aft,  and  finally  lodging  in  the  ward- 
0.  In  a  moment,  the  steam  filled  every  portion  of  the 
,  from  the  hurricane-deck  to  the  fire-rooms,  killing  and 
ng  some,  and  rendering  all  movements,  for  a  time,  impos- 


ast  before  receiving  this  shot,  he  sent  a  one  hundred- 
ader,  solid  shot,  against  the  monster,  which  broke  into 
ments  against  his  mailed  sides,  one  of  the  pieces  actually 
ading  back  upon  his  own  deck.  The  flag-ship,  Matta- 
tt,  and  the  Wyalusing,  engaged  the  ram  with  equal 
intry,  laying  their  vessels  alongside  of  it,  with  a  boldness 
T  surpassed  in  any  naval  combat.  They  rained  their 
iest  shot  and  shell  on  the  huge  structure,  at  close  quar- 
cutting  away  the  flag,  but  failing  to  reach  any  vital  part. 
Arkansas,  Steele  pushed  Price  at  every  point  and  forced 
into  disastrous  retreai 
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DURING  the  time  that  Grant  lay  before  Spottsyl 
waiting  for  reinforcements  to  come  up,  and  recruit: 5  >^  S 
his  overtasked  army,  he  had  ample  time  to  survey  his  ig>o^^' 
tion.  As,  he  said,  "  during  three  long  years  the  Armies  ^^* 
the  Potomac  and  Northern  Virginia  had  been  confront:^^"^^ 
each  other,"  and  "  in  that  time  they  had  fought  more 
perate  battles  than  it  probably  ever  before  fell  to  the  lo*> 
two  armies  to  fight,  without  materially  changing  the  vant^j 
ground  of  either."  It  was  not  a  pleasant  reflection  to  tbi-^ 
of  these  terrible  struggles  and  fearful  losses — ^all  made  w"i  *■"' 
out  giving  him  any  ^^  vantage  ground^ 

To  make  matters  worse,  Butler  had  totally  failed  in    fc^^ 
co-operative  movement,  so  that,  practically,  he  must  be  I^^* 
out  of  any  plan  Grant  might  adopt  to  reach  Richmond.    Sig"^^ 
also  had  miserably  failed  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  and  the 
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ipect  was  that  he  must  look  to  himself,  and  his  gallant 
y  alone,  for  success.  The  part  this  officer  performed  in 
grand  campaign  cannot  be  better  given  than  in  the  fol- 
Lng  few  sentences  of  Grant : — 

The  movement  of  the  Kanawha  and  Shenandoah  Valleys 
er  General  Sigel,  commenced  on  the  first  of  May.  Gen- 
Crook,  who  had  the  immediate  command  of  the  Kan- 
la  expedition,  divided  his  forces  into  two  columns,  giving 
,  composed  of  cavalry,  to  General  Averill.  They  crossed 
mountains  by  separate  routes.  Averill  struck  the  Ten- 
see  and  Virginia  railroad,  near  Wytheville,  on  the  10th, 
proceeding  to  New  River  and  Christiansburg,  destroyed 
road,  several  important  bridges  and  depots,  including 
'  River  bridge,  forming  a  junction  Avith  Crook  at  Union, 
tie  15  th.  General  Sigel  moved  up  the  Shenandoah  Val- 
tnet  the  enemy  at  New  Market,  on  the  15th,  and  after  a 
re  engagement,  was  defeated  with  heavy  loss,  and  re- 
L  behind  Cedar  Creek.  Not  regarding  the  operations 
reneral  Sigel  as  satisfactory,  I  asked  his  removal  from 
cnand,  and  Major-General  Hunter  was  appointed  to  su- 
ede him." 

f  ant  having,  at  length,  established  his  base  of  supplies, 
:received  his  reinforcements,  gave  orders  for  the  army  to 
e  on  the  18th.  Still  determined,  if  possible,  to  get  a 
^-fight  out  of  Lee,  he  planned  a  flank  movement  around 
Tight  of  the  rebel  army  to  the  North  Anna  River.  If  he 
needed  in  reaching  this  point  first,  it  would  place  him  in 
*8  rear,  cut  off  his  communications,  and  compel  him  to 
cuate  the  strong  works  at  Spottsylvania. 
'he  movement  was  postponed,  however,  on  account  of  an 
xpected  attack  of  Ewell,  who  came  out  of  his  intrench- 
its  and  assailed  our  right,  so  that  it  did  not  commence 
the  night  of  the  21st. 
'o  mask  it  more  effectually,  Hancock  and  Wright  were 


382  8P0TTSYLVANIA     FLANKED. 

previously  ordered  to  attack  the  rebel  left,  as  thongb  it  we 
Grant's  intention  to  turn  that  flank.     After  losing  seve 
hundred  men  in  this  feint,  the  former  was  shifted  over, 
night,  to  our  extreme  right,  and  at  once  commenced 
march  for  the  North  Anna.     Torbert's  cavalry,  in  the  me 
time,  moved  off  ten  miles  east  of  Spottsylvania,  on  the  Fr 
cricksburg  railroad,    to   clear  the  country  for  the  mar 
Hancock  at  first  struck  off  with  his  Corps  east  to  Massapon 
Church,  then  wheeled  south,  and  moving  rapidly  forw 
all  night,  and  all  next  day,  reached  Bowling  Green  at  ev 
ing — the  head  of  his  column  being  seventeen  miles 
Spottsylvania. 

Lee,  however,  having  in  some  way  obtained  ]nformat^c>n 
of  this  movement,  and  penetrating  Grant's  design,  at  oi::^  ^zrc 
proceeded  to  checkmate  it.  At  midnight,  the  reveille  w^  ^*^ 
beat  in  the  rebel  camp,  and,  by  one  o'clock,  Longstre^  ^r'^s 
Corps  was  pushing  on  through  the  darkness  toward  -t^:^^ 
North  Anna.  In  the  presence  of  such  an  enemy  as  L» 
Hancock's  movement  was  a  perilous  one,  for  it  exposed  hx 
to  a  flank  attack  while  on  the  march. 

To  guard  against  this,  he   took  a  somewhat  circuit 
route,  which,  of  course,  gave  Longstreet  all  the  advantage^      '^^ 
the  race,  as  he,  moving  directly  to  the  rear,  had  a  m 
shorter  line  to  traverse. 

Warren  broke  off  from  the  main  army  a  few  hours  __ 
Hancock  started — taking,  for  a  while,  the  same  road.    W^^^^ 
a  promptness,  that  could  hardly  have  been  surpassed 
there  been  a  mutual  understanding,  Ewell's  Corps  at  o 
moved  off  in  the  same  direction.     Saturday  afternoon, 
side  followed  the  other  two  Corps,  leaving  Wright — ^in 
mand  of  Sedgwick's  old  Corps — alone  in  front  of  Spott^^^' 
vania. 

Hill,  with  his  Corps  still  remaining  behind  in  the  intrem 
ments,  at  once  came  out  and  attacked  him,  evidently  for 
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pnirpose  of  ascertaining  the  actual  force  left  behind.  Break- 
ing* through  our  skirmish  line  he  was  received  with  such  a 
terrible  artillery  fire  that  he  dared  not  push  his  attack,  and 
fell  back  to  the  cover  of  the  works. 

That  night  Wright  followed  the  rest  of  the  army,  when 
Hill  also  moved  off,  and  Spottsylvania,  in  front  of  which  such 
rivers  of  blood  had  flowed,  was  left  silent  and  deserted. 

The  country,  over  which  these  two  mighty  armies  now 
marched,  seeking  a  new  battle-field,  had  thus  far  escaped  the 
ra^v^ages  of  war,  and  sprouting  wheat  and  clover  fields,  and 
quiet  farm-houses,  greeted  the  eyes  of  the  weary  soldiers  as 
they  toiled  forward  toward  the  North  Anna.  From  the 
outset,  it  was  plain  that,  unless  the  movement  could  be  kept 
secret  for  several  hours  at  least,  we  could  not  reach  the  de- 
sirecl  point,  before  the  enemy.  As  he  started  almost  simul- 
taneously with  us,  there  could  be  but  one  result  to  the  race, 
and  when,  on  Monday,  the  heads  of  our  columns  approached 
^^^    l»Jorth  Anna,  the  enemy  was  found  to  be  there  in  po- 

1"  his  river  was  sixty-five  miles  from  the  Rapidan,  and  but 
^^onty-five  from  Richmond,  but  though  distance  had  been 

^^^x*come,  the  obstacles  that  intervened  between  Grant  and 

tK 

^^   Tebel  Capital,  remained  great  as  ever.     Hancock  struck 

^^  stream  near  where  the  Fredericksburg  and  Richmond 
^^Ir^oad  crosses  it — Warren,  who  had  the  right,  four  miles 
.^^^lier  up,  at  Jericho.  Griffin's  division  of  the  latter  Corps, 
5^   ^-dvance,  at  once  plunged  into  the  stream,  and  waist-deep, 

^^'^ndered  over  the  rocky  bed  to  the  farther  bank.     The 


my  apparently  not  expecting  that  any  part  of  our  force 
r^^^Xild  cross  so  high  up,  had  no  troops  to  oppose  the  passage 
^^^e.     The  rest  of  the  Corps  rapidly  followed,  and  Griffin 
Ting  swiftly  over  an  open  space,  a  third  of  a  mile  wide, 
^^k  position  in  a  piece  of  woods,  and  soon  encountered  a 
vy  skirmish  line  of  the  enemy. 
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The  rebel  leaders,  made  aware  of  Warren's  movement^ 
hurried  up  reinforcements  to  this  point,  and,  at  five  o'clock, 
fell  furiously  on  GriflBn — coming  on  in  two  lines  of  battle, 
and  suddenly  opening  with  three  batteries  on  his  uncovered 
ranks.  But  Griffin,  with  his  accustomed  gallantry  and  firm- 
ness, held  his  position,  and  gave  the  on-sweeping  battalions 
such  a  murderous  fire,  that  the  attack  in  front  was  soon 
abandoned,  and  the  rebel  Commander  detached  a  brigade  to 
make  a  detour  and  fall  on  his  right  flank.  Cuyler,  who  com- 
manded here,  had  not  yet  got  into  position,  and  his  brigade 
gave  Avay  before  the  sudden  onset 

This  was  a  critical   moment  for   Griffin,  but  with  that 
promptness  which  has  always  distinguished  him,  he  quickly 
ordered  up  three  regiments  of  Bartlett's  brigade,  and  restored 
the  line.  The  Eighty-third  Pennsylvania  regiment,  command- 
ed by  Lieutenant- Colonel  McCoy,  ran  into  the  rebel  brig- 
ade while  on  the  march.     With  great  presence  of  mind,  he 
quickly  moved  his  forward  companies  into  line,  and  poured  m 
a  sudden  volley,  while  one  of  his  men  seized  the  rebel  leader 
by  the  collar,  and  pulled  him  into  our  lines  a  prisoner.^ 
Caught  in  flank  and  rear,  by  the  fire  of  the  regiment,  tb^ 
rebel  brigade  broke  and  fled. 

The  brilliancy  and  success  of  this  engagement  called  fo: 
a  congratulatory  order  from  Meade.     A  failure  here,  at  i 
outset,  would  have  complicated  matters  much,  and  for  a 
moments,  it  seemed  inevitable. 

While,  on  the  right,  this  conflict  was  passing  on  the  sonti 
bank  of  the  stream,  Hancock,  on  the  left,  was  engaged  i^^  « 
desperate  fight  on  the  north  side.    Here,  on  either  bank,   the 
rebels  had,  long  before,  erected  strong  works,  which  now 
swept  the  shores  with  a  destructive  fire.     Hancock  saw,  ^t 
once,  that  there  must  be  no  delay ;  that  the  redan  on  the  &de 
nearest  him,  must  be  taken  at  all  hazards,  by  assault.    This 
perilous  task  was  assigned  to  Birney's  gallant  division. 
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**  On  the  left,  was  the  brigade  of  Colonel  Egan ;  on  his 

riglit,  Pierce's  brigade,  and  General  Mott's  brigade  on  the 

rig-lxt  of  Pierce.     The  Fourth  brigade  (the  Excelsior,  com- 

iEi£Lnded  by  Colonel  Blaisdell,  of  the  Eleventh  Massachusetts) 

up  partly  in  the  rear,  its  left  to  the  right  of  the  redan,  i 

cover  the  assault,  three  sections  of  artillery  were  put  in 

position,  and  replied  to  the  artillery  fire  of  the  enemy.     On 

tliC3    left  of  Birney's  division,  was  Barlow's  division,  the  left 

hich  connected  with  the  right  of  Gibbon's  division,  while 

er's  heavy  artillery  division  was  held  in  reserve. 

••  An  hour  before  sundown,  on  Monday,  the  assault  was 

n  and  most  brilliantly  executed,  by  Bimey's  command, 

ich  swept  across  the  open  space  at  double  quick,  under  a 

m  of  artillery  and  volleys  of  musketry.     Two  regiments 

the  Excelsior  brigade,  (the  Seventy-first  and  Seventy- 

^^ciond  New- York,)  first  reached  the  redan,  the  garrison  of 

"^^Ixich  ran  precipitately,  as  the  menacing  line  of  fixed  bay- 

^^Txcits  came  sweeping  along.     Making  a  foothold  in  the 

I^^-xupet  with  their  muskets,  the  brave  fellows  clambered  up 

^^^>^c3  simultaneously  planted  their  colors  on  the  rebel  strong- 

**  Thirty  rebels,  unable  to  get  away  in  time,  were  captured 
the  ditch.     The  total  loss  in  this  brilliant  exploit,  the 
^  rapidity  and  daring  of  which  astonished  and  paralyzed 
*^^  rebels,  did  not  exceed  a  hundred  men,  and  secured  us 
^^  possession  of  the  bridge,  across  which  a  portion  of  Han- 


^        ^'s  Corps  immediately  crossed,  and  held  the  bridge-head 
^^^ing  the  night" 

^Tright's  Corps,  crossing  at  Jericho's  Ford,  took  position 

"^«ar  of  Warren.     The  enemy  beipg  swept  from  the  line 

^      the  stream,  Burnside's  Corps,  on  the  25th,  crossed  over 

^'t^een  Hancock  and  Warren.     The  Army  of  the  Potomac 

^^"W  lay  south  of  the  North  Anna,  with  the  exception  of 

*^xicock's  Corps,  which  was  unable  to  cross,  as  the  rebels 
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had  burnt  the  bridge,  when  they  found  they  could  no  longei 
hold  it. 

Grant  now  changed  his  base  to  Port  Royal,  on  the  Rap- 
pahannock, and  a  long,  sad  train,  containing  our  woundet 
was  soon  winding  its  way  to  that  point.     In  the  meantim( 
he  pushed  on  his  advance  columns  three  miles  toward  th 
South  Anna,  which  was  found  to  be  the  real  rebel  line 
defense — having,  evidently  been  selected,  long   ago, 
strongly  fortified- 

For  the  last  few  days,  the  heat  had  been  overpowerin 
and  the  troops  were  much  exhausted ;  still  there  seemed 
end  to  their  labors.    Wherever  they  moved,  strong  defen^s^ 
sprung  up  in  their  faces,  behind  which  the  enemy  mocked, 
their  eflForts  to  force  him  into  a  decisive  engagement 

Lee  lay  here  with  his  centre  advanced,  and  his 
thrown  back,  and  strongly  protected,  hoping  that  Grant  wc 
dash  his  army  against  the  intrenchments,  as  he  did  at  Spott- 
sylvania.  But  the  latter,  after  a  thorough  reconnoissance  o^ 
the  position,  was  satisfied,  he  said,  that  it  was  stronger  tb^™ 
any  the  enemy  had  hitherto  taken  up,  and  so,  on  the  ni^^* 
of  the  26th,  he  withdrew  his  army  to  the  north  bank  of  tb® 
North  Anna,  and  again  moved  around  Lee's  right  flai^  *^' 
crossing  the  Pamunkey  at  Hanovertown.  Sheridan,  y^^^'^ 
Merritt's  and  Torbert's  divisions  of  cavalry,  cleared  the 
vance  for  the  Sixth  Corps,  which  this  time  took  the  leacL- 
Hancock  bringing  up  the  rear. 

Some  sharp  fighting  occurred  before  the  Corps  effected 
lodgment  on  the  opposite  bank ;  and  on  the  28th, 
had  a  severe  cavalry  engagement  with   Fitz-hugh  Le< 
driving  him  from  the  field.     The  whole  army  now  rapi< 
crossed  and  advanced  toward  the  Chickahominy.      Gra^ 
therefore,  transferred  his  base  from  the  Rappahannock 
the  White  House,  which  had  become  a  historic  place  to  4*' 
Army  of  the  Potomac. 
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In  the  meantime  finding,  as  he  said,  Butler  "hermetically 
sealed,"  at  Bermuda  Hundred,  and  that  the  position  could 
be  held  with  a  less  force  than  the  one  under  him,  he  ordered 
W^.  F.  Smith  to  join  him  with  the  Eighteenth  Corps,  by  way 
of  the  White  House.  The  troops  were  placed  on  transports, 
^hieh,  passing  down  the  James,  advanced  up  the  York 
River  to  the  White  House,  from  which  point,  it  was  scarcely 
fifteen  miles  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

O  n  Monday,  the  30th,  Grant  pushed  energetic  reconnois- 
sa.noes,  which  showed  the  enemy  to  be  in  full  force,  in  front ; 
Trhorx  Warren,  on  the  left,  made  an  effort  to  get  possession 
of  tlie  Mechanicsville  pike,  but  failed.  Grant  now  dcterm- 
med  to  seize  Cold  Harbor,  for  the  purpose  of  forcing  the 
diiokahominy  at  that  point,  by  carrying,  if  possible,  the  ene- 
my's works  between  him  and  it. 

O  n  Tuesday  night,  Warren's  Corps,  holding  the  extreme 

^Sli^t,  was  transferred  to  the  left,  where,  the  next  day,  it  was 

J^in^ed  by  the  Eighteenth  Corps  from  the  White  House.   The 

^^^t   of  the  army  came  up  this  day,   and  a  sharp  conflict 

pnsiaed  for  the  position  of  Cold  Harbor.     We  finally  carried 

1*^      though  with  a  loss  of  two  thousand  men.     It  was  an 

^^*^r>ortant  point  to  hold,  for  nearly  all  the  roads  leading  out 

^^   Richmond  converge  here,  as  well  as  those  coming  from 

^  White  House.     Hence,  Lee  made  a  great  mistake  in  not 

^^"Uxing  it  in  advance,  and  holding  it  all  hazards. 

.j;^  ^i"ant  now  determined  to  give  battle  the  next  day ;  and 

^n  cock's  Corps  which,  after  the  withdrawal  .of  Warren's, 

I     ^^  the  extreme  right,  was  brought  over  to  the  extreme 

. .    **>    during  the  night.     He  had  to  fight  his  way  into  posi- 

rp^^>    so  that  he  was  not  ready  to  advance  until  afternoon. 

.      ^   attack  was  ordered  to  commence  at  five  o'clock,  but 

^^   hefore  the  hour  arrived,  the  heavens  grew  black  as  night, 

.,   ^    a  heavy  thunder  cloud  rapidly  pushed  its  way  across 

^   ^ky.    Its  dark  bosom  was  incessantly  riven  by  lightning, 
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and  the  thunder  boomed  louder  than  artillery,  above  t 
waiting  armies.  The  wind  swept  by  in  fierce  gusts,  bendic 
the  trees  like  wands,  in  its  path,  and  everything  betoken 
a  wild  and  stormy  evening.  Soon  the  burdened  clou 
opened,  and  the  rain  came  down  in  a  perfect  deluge,  turni 
the  fields  into  standing  pools,  and  swelling  the  Cbickaho 
iny  into  a  turbid  flood. 

The  order  for.  the  attack  had,  therefore,  to  be  count 
manded,  and  the  drenched  army  went  into  bivouac  for  t-Xi^e 
night.  A  new  order  was  issued,  fixing  the  attack  at  half-p  5]^.st 
four  in  the  morning. 

BATTLE   OF   COLD   HARBOR. 

Hancock's  Corps  was  on  the  extreme  left,  Wright's  ne:3c:t, 
the  Eighteenth,  under  Smith,  next,  then  came  Warren,  a.nd. 
last,  Burnside,  holding  the  extreme  right.  The  rebel  arnay 
was  drawn  up  in  front  of  the  Chickahominy,  two  lines  de3l>^ 
with  a  heavy  skirmish  line  well  advanced.  It  was  irregu 
in  order  to  conform  to  the  ridges,  woods  and  swamps, 
or  across  which  it  extended.  Between  the  two  armies, 
a  low,  swampy  region,  made  worse  by  the  thunder  s 
of  the  night  before — and  this  was  to  be  the  battle-field 

The  morning  was  dark  and  gloomy,  and  a  gentle  rain 
falling,  as  the  firm-set  lines  moved  out  from  behind  tli^* 
breastworks,  and  began  to  advance  over  the  field.      It^* 
skirmish  line  pushing  rapidly  forward,  soon  encountered  tb 
of  the  enemy,  and  their  sharp,  irregular  volleys  awoke  tt^ 
morning  echoes.     The  next  minute  the  artillery  opened,  an 
from  right  to  left,  for  miles  along  the  Chickahominy,  tb 
deep  reverberations  rolled  like  heaven's  own  thunder  of  th 
night  before. 

The  advance  of  that  mighty  host,  as  the  long  lines  of  glit-" 
tering  steel  rose  and  fell  along  the  uneven  ground,  was  ^ 
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g'nificent  spectacle.    Hancock,  on  the  left,  first  came  up  to 

enemy's  works.  Barlow,  with  four  brigades,  formed  his 
rcme  left ;  and  this  gallant  Commander  carried  his  troops 
lialf  a  mile,  through  woods  and  over  open  spaces,  under 
eavy  fire,  square  up  to  the  rebel  work& 
?liese  were  the  immortal  brigades  that  made  the  gallant 
b.  into  the  works  at  Spottsylvania,  and  here,  enacting 
jr  again  their  heroic  deeds,  they  sprung  with  a  shout  over 

enemy's  parapets,  capturing  the  guns,  colors,  and  sev- 
l  hundred  prisoners.  This  was  the  key  to  the  rebel  posi- 
ts and  could  this  gallant  charge  have  been  properly  sup- 
ted,  Lee's  army,  in  all  probability,  would  have  been 
ren  over  the  Chickahominy.  The  latter  was  aware  of 
,  and  had  guarded  well  against  such  a  catastrophe,  for 
low  had  not  yet  turned  the  captured  guns  upon  him, 
^n  a  heavy  force,  under  Hill,  was  seen  advancing  to 
'ieve  the  disaster, 
^hese  bold  brigades  saw  the  approach  of  these  overwhelm- 

numbers  without  fear,  but  the  position  they  had  gained 
i  so  far  in  advance,  that  it  was  exposed  to  a  deadly,  enfila- 
g  fire  from  the  rebel  artillery,  that  now  ploughed  through 
tn  with  awful  havoc.  Two  of  their  leaders.  Brooks  and 
mes,  fell  mortally  wounded ;  other  ofl&cers  were  fajst  disap- 
►ring ;  and  shattered,  rent,  and  bleeding,  they,  at  length, 

back,  bringing  with  them  a  part  of  their  prisoners,  but 
'  the  captured  guns. 

the  whole  of  Hancock's  Corps  advanced  simultaneously 
\  Barlow's  division,  and  came  like  it,  upon  the  rebel 
rks,  and  made  desperate  efforts  to  carry  them.  Deafen- 
:  yells,  rising  from  behind  the  hostile  intrenchments,  an- 
2red  with  shouts  all  along  our  lines — incessant  explosions 
artillery,  and  crashing  volleys  of  musketry — the  long,  low 
phurous  cloud  hanging  in  the  damp  air  above  the  com- 
tants — the  never-ceasing  stream  of  the  wounded,  borne 
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back  to  the  rear,  made  that  summer  morning  one  of  gloom 
i^d  terror  to  the  beholder. 

The  Sixth  Corps,  under  a  desolating  fire,  swept  the  first 
line  of  rifle-pits,  in  its  front,  and  with  five  batteries  played 
furiously  on  the  rebel  position,  but  could  make  no  serious 
impression  on  the  main  works*  Warren  and  Burnside,  on 
the  right,  suffered  less  than  the  rest  of  the  army,  especially 
the  latter,  who  did  little  more  than  keep  up  a  heavy  artillery 
fire.  The  brunt  of  the  battle  was  borne  by  Hancock's 
Corps,  which,  also,  gained  most  of  the  advantage  that  wa3 
even  temporarily  secured. 

The  Army  of  the  Pbtomac  had  again  flung  itself  against 
the  rebel  works  in  vain,  and  rent  and  bleeding,  fell  back, 
though  not  to  its  original  position.  A  lull  came  in  the  bat- 
tle, and  the  anxious  question  asked  by  all  was,  "  Will  the 
assault  be  renewed  ?  "  Grant  and  Meade  stood  on  a  naked 
eminence  in  consultation ;  the  latter,  nerv^ous  and  emphatic 
in  his  manner ;  the  former,  cool  and  imperturbable  as  ever, 
looking  gravely,  sternly  on  the  embattled  hosts  and  the  en- 
sanguined field. 

Intervening  woods  hid  much  of  the  country,  and,  appa- 
rently, wishing  to  ascertain  for  himself  the  true  condition  of 
things,  he  called  for  his  horse,  and,  mounting  it,  rode  down 
to  Hancock's  head-quarters,  and  after  consulting  with  himi 
went  over  to  Wright's.  All  this  time,  occasional  firing  was 
heard  along  the  lines,  for  they  w^ere  still  in  close  pro^' 
imity,  especially  on  the  left — Barlow  being  on  one  side  of  a 
ridge,  and  the  enemy  on  the  other,  not  more  than  fifty  yar^ 
apart 

The  war  correspondent  of  the  Times^  in  speaking  of  the 
position  of  the  lines,  and  their  nearness  to  each  other,  at 
some  points,  relates  the  following  singular  incident,  which 
we  give  in  his  own  words. 

*'  One  portion  of  our  line  retained  all  day  a  position  within 
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fieen  yards  of  the  rebel  works.  This  heroic  band  was  the 
rigade  of  Colonel  McKean,  a  brigade  of  Gibbon's  division 
r  Hancock's  Corps,  and  numbering  about  eight  hundred  men. 
he  conduct  of  these  eight  hundred,  is  as  splendid  a  stroke  of 
^roism  as  ever  lit  up  the  story  of  '  the  glory  we  call  Greece 
id  the  grandeur  we  call  Rome.*  Through  the  live-long  day, 
lese  men  held  their  line,  within  fifteen  yards  of  the  enemy, 
id  all  his  forces  could  not  dislodge  them.  Repeatedly, 
uring  the  day,  the  rebels  formed  double  columns  of  attack 
>  come  over  the  work  and  assail  them,  and  the  ofl&cers 
Duld  be  heard  encouraging  their  troops,  saying  to  them 
There  are  only  four  or  five  hundred  of  them — come  on.' 
iut  the  moment  the  rebels  showed  themselves  above  their 
arapet,  a  line  of  fire  flashed  out  from  behind  the  earthem 
lound,  where  those  eight  hundred  heroes  stood  in  a  new 
'hermopylae,  and  many  a  rebel  threw  up  his  arms  and  fell 
•rone,  under  their  swift  avenging  bullets. 

*'  The  sequel  of  this  bit  of  history  is  as  curious  as  the  deed 
iself — for  while  the  rebels  dared  not  venture  out  to  assail 
IcKean's  men,  neither  could  he,  nor  his  command,  recede 
rom  the  perilous  position.  He  could  not  get  back  to  us — 
te  could  not  go  forward  to  him.  In  this  dilemma,  the 
Qgenious  device  was  hit  upon  of  running  a  '  sap,'  or  zig-zag 
rench,  up  from  our  line  to  his.  In  this  way,  a  working 
>arty  were  able  tc  dig  up  to  where  they  lay,  begrimed 
nth  powder  and  worn  down  with  fatigue,  and  a  few 
lours  ago  they  were  brought  safely  away — 'all  that  was 
eft  of  them,  left  of  six  hundred ! '  But  McKean,  their 
fallant  leader,  he  came  not  away  alive.  Since  eleven  in  the 
Qorning,  he  had  lain  behind  the  bulwark  his  valor  defend- 
ed— a  corpse.  While  preparing  to  resist  a  rebel  assault, 
le  fell,  pierced  by  the  bullet  of  a  sharp-shooter,  and,  after 
iving  for  an  hour  or  two,  in  an  agonizing  death-in-life, 
)egging  his   staff- officers  to  put  an  end  to  his  misery,  his 
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heroic   soul  forsook  the  turmoil  of  this  weary,  warring 
world." 

The  two  armies  remained  in  this  relative  position,  all  day, 
neither  making  any  decided  demonstration.     But,  just  after 
dark,  the  rebels  came  down  on  Hancock's  Corps  in  one  of 
their  tremendous  charges.     Our  brave  troops,  however,  had 
moved  too  often  on  formidable  works,  without  flinching,  to  be 
driven  from  behind  their  own  intrenchments,  by  any  force; 
and  as  the  da-rk  mass  became  well  defined  in  the  grey  gloon}, 
they  poured  in  volley  after  volley  of  musketry,  with  a  cool- 
ness and  precision,  that  made  the  hostile  lines  melt  away  as 
though  swallowed  up  by  the  night,  while  the  dea^y  batteries 
tore  huge  gaps  through  the  dim  formations. 

The  assault,  however,  was  a  most  gallant  one,  and  the 
great  openings  made  in  the  ranks  were  closed  up  with 
steadiness  and  a  noble  devotion ;  and  they  pressed  forward 
until  they  reached  the  breastworks,  and  poured  their  fire  . 
over  the  very  parapets — some  even  getting  upon  them,  but 
only  to  fall  dead  before  the  terrible  fire  that  met  them.  Their 
shouts  of  defiance  rung  over  the  din  of  battle,  and  the  order 
^^Forivard^  Forward,"  rose  steady  and  strong  through  the 
darkness,  but  all  their  efibrts  to  carry  the  intrenchments 
were  vain.  Our  troops  had  been  compelled  again  and  again 
to  attack  the  enemy  behind  their  breastworks,  and  been 
repulsed,  and  now  they  had  their  revenge,  and  hurled  the 
assailants  back  with  terrible  slaughter. 

This  ended  the  battle  of  Cold  Harbor,  or,  as  it  has  been 
sometimes  called,  of  Chickahominy.  Grant  had  failed  here 
as  at  Spottsylvania,  and  it  was  plain  that  he  could  not  force 
the  Chickahominy.  It  then  became  a  serious  question  what 
the  next  move  on  this  mighty  chess-board  would  be. 

The  aspect  of  afiairs  here  had  materially  changed  since 
McClellan,  two  years  before,  attempted  to  move  on  Rich- 
mond from  the  same  point.    He  found  no  trouble  in  crossing 
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Ghickahominy ;  indeed,  had  but  little  difficulty  in  advan- 
j  two  miles  beyond  it.  But  that  campaign  taught  the 
els  wisdom ;  and  now  strong  works  dotted  the  country 
very  direction,  and  for  five  miles  out  of  Richmond,  every 
liable  point  was  fortified. 

t  was  very  plain,  therefore,  that  Richmond  could  not  be 
3n  in  this  direction,  and  but  one  of  two  couftes  remained 
Grant  to  pursue — either  to  retrace  his  steps  far  enough 
urn  Lee's  left  flank,  and  so  come  down  on  Richmond 
a  the  north,  or  continue  on  as  far  as  the  James  River,  and 
1  Butler. 

'he  former  course  would  cover  Washington  and  save  the 
7-ernment  from  its  former  fears  for  its  safety ;  but,  in  this 
3,  the  Fredericksburg  railroad  would  be  the  line  of  com- 
aication,  over  which  his  supplies  must  pass,  while  the 
:]^th  of  it  would  require  an  army  to  protect  it. 
Jrant,  therefore,  resolved  to  keep  on  to  the  James.  He, 
rever,  remained  for  more  than  a  week  in  front  of  the  rebel 
ition,  gradually  working  his  way,  with  the  spade,  toward 
IS  though  he  intended  another  assault ;  but  in  the  follow- 

paragraph  he  gives  the  true  reason  of  his  delay : — 
'  I  therefore  determined  to  continue  to  hold  substantially 

ground  we   then  occupied,  taking  advantage  of  any 
orable  circumstances  that  might  present  themselves,  until 

cavalry  could  be  sent  to  Charlottesville  and  Gordonsvillo, 
effectually  break  up  the  railroad  connection  between 
:hmond  and  the  Shenandoah  Valley  and  Lynchburg ;  and 
en  the  cavalry  got  well  off*,  to  move  the  army  to  the  south 
3  of  the  James  River,  by  the  enemy's  right  flank,  where 
Jt  I  could  cut  off*  all  his  sources  of  supply,  except  by  the 
ial." 

To  withdraw  such  a  vast  army  from  the  immediate  front 
the  enemy,  was  a  dangerous  undertaking ;  for  it  was 
dly  to  be  expected  that  it  could  be  done  unobserved 
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by  him,  and  he  would  not  fail  in  case  of  discovery  to  attack 
both  in  flank  and  rear. 

Hitherto  all  of  Grant's  movements  had  been  bv  his  left 
flank,  and  made  in  the  same  way ;  at  night,  the  Corps  hold- 
ing thfe  extreme  right  would  throw  out  a  strong  picket  line 
in  front,  to  cover  its  movements,  and  then  fall  back,  and 
marching  in  rear  of  the  army,  take  position  on  the  extreme 
left.  The  next  Corps  would  follow  in  the  same  manner, 
until,  by  this  simple  process,  the  army  was  advanced  the  en- 
tire length  of  its  line,  some  eight  or  ten  miles.  But  Grant 
was  now  not  to  advance  his  lines  so  as  to  lap  the  enemy  s 
flank  and  threaten  his  rear,  but,  if  possible,  to  swing  loose 
entirely  from  him,  and  make  a  rapid  march  of  fifty  miles, 
with  all  his  trains  and  artillery.  To  secure  himself  in  case 
of  attack,  while  doing  this,  he  gradually  concentrated  his 
lines  until,  in  front,  they  were  scarcely  more  than  four  miles 
long.  This,  consequently,  forced  the  several  Corps  back, 
until  the  army  assumed  the  form  of  a  square,  in  its  main 
outline;  all  along  the  sides  of  which,  and  beyond,' strong 
earth- works  were  thrown  up  to  protect  the  flanks. 

Having  completed  all  his  preparations,  and  Sheridan,  with 
his  cavalry,  being  off,  he,  on  the  night  of  the  12th,  silently 
withdrew  from  the  enemy's  front.  Wilson's  cavalry  and  the 
Fifth  Corps  crossed  the  Chickahominy,  at  Long  Bridge,  and 
proceeded  to  the  White  Oak  Swamp,  to  cover  the  crossing 
of  the .  rest  of  the  troops.  The  Eighteenth  Corps,  in  the 
meantime,  marched  back  to  the  White  House  and  again  em- 
barked in  the  transports  for  Bermuda  Hundred. 

With  such  secrecy  and  dispatch  did  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac move  away,  that  its  departure  was  not  known  by  I^ 
till  next  morning,  when  it  was  miles  away.  It  marched 
below  the  White  Oak  Swamp  instead  of  through  it  as  it  did 
under  McClellan  and  by  different  roads  stretched  forward 
toward  the  James  River.     Meade,  to  whom  was  intrusted 
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lie  management  of  the  army,  in  this  delicate  movement, 
JTinced  the  highest  skill,  and  everything  went  on  with 
te  precision  and  regularity  of  machinery.  There  was  some 
tirmishing  on  the  way,  but  none  serious  enough  to  check  the 
mward  movement ;  and  the  grand  army  swept  steadily  and 
wiftly  forward  and  crossed  the  James  River  without  mo- 
cstation.  This  probably  would  hardly  have  happened,  if 
Jee  had  been  aware  of  Grant's  plan;  but  supposing  his 
lesign  was  to  advance  on  Richmond  by  the  way  of  Malvern 
3111,  he  disposed  his  forces  to  meet  this  imaginary  move- 
nent. 

Two  days  before  Grant  broke  up  his  camps  at  Cold  Har- 
3or,  a  demonstration  was  made  against  Petersburg  by 
Kautz's  cavalry,  and  an  infantry  force  under  Gillmore.  The 
cavalry  penetrated  beyond  the  outer  works,  but  not  being 
supported  by  the  infantry,  was  compelled  to  retire.  Gill- 
more  thought  the  works  too  strong  to  be  carried  by  assault, 
and,  hence,  did  not  make  the  attempt,  for  which  he  was 
much  blamed. 

Grant  having  deceived  Lee,  as  to  his  intentions,  deter- 
mined to  capture  Petersburg  before  the  latter  could  throw 
reinforcements  into  it ;  and  hence,  before  the  army  was  over 
the  river,  planned  an  assault  upon  it.  As  the  failure  of  this 
well-laid  plan,  on  the  success  of  which  everything,  for  the 
time,  depended,  has  been  the  cause  of  much  dispute,  we  let 
General  Grant  give  his  own  account  of  it.     He  says : — 

"  After  the  crossing  had^  commenced,  I  proceeded  by  a 
steamer. to  Bermuda  Hundred,  to  give  the  necessary  orders 
for  the  immediate  capture  of  Petersburg. 

"The  instructions  to  General  Butler  were  verbal,  and 
were  for  him  to  send  General  Smith  immediately,  that  night, 
with  all  the  troops  he  could  give  him  without  sacrificing  the 
position  he  then  held.  I  told  him  that  I  would  return  at 
once  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  hasten  its  crossing,  and 
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throw  it  forward  to  Petersburg,  by  divisons,  as  rapidly  as.         ^^ 
could  be  done;  that  we  could  reinforce  our  armies 
rapidly  there  than  the  enemy  could  bring  troops  against 
General  Smith  got  off  as  directed,  and  confronted  the  e- 
my's  pickets  near  Petersburg,  before  daylight  next  morni^ 
but,  for  some  reason,  that  I  have  never  been  able  to  S£^ 
factorily  understand,  did  not  get  ready  to  assault  his  r»:isjt,in 
lines  until  near  sundown.      Then,  with  a  part  of  his  co  x:*^' 
mand  only,  he  made  the  assault,  and  carried  the  lines  nor-  "^3 
east  of  Petersburg,  from  the  Appomattox  River,  for  a  ^^  ^ 
tance  of  two  and  a  half  miles,  capturing  fifteen  pieces 
artillery,  and  three  hundred  prisoners.    This  was  about  sev 
o'clock,  p.  m.     Between  the  lines  thus  captured  and  Pete 
burg,  there  were  no  other  works,  and  there  was  no  evident 
that  the  enemy  had  reinforced  Petersburg  with  ar  sin 
brigade  from  any  source.     The  night  was  clear — the  mo 
shining  brightly — and  favorable  to  further  operations.    Ge 
eral  Hancock,  with  two   divisions  of  the  Second  Co 
reached  General  Smith  just  after  dark,  and  offered  the  s 
vice  of  these  troops  as  he  (Smith)  might  wish,  waiving  ra 
to  the  named  Commander,  who  he  naturally  supposed  kn 
best  the  position  of  affairs,  and  what  to  do  with  the  troo 
But,  instead  of  taking  these  troops,  and  pushing  at  o 
into  Petersburg,  he  requested  General  Hancock  to  reliev 
part  of  his  line  in  the  captured  works,  which  was  done  befi 
midnight. 

''  By  the  time  I  arrived  the  next  morning,  the  enemy 
in  force.     An  attack  was  ordered  to  be  made  at  six  o'cl« 
that  evening,  by  the  troops  under  Smith,  and  the  Sect 
and  Ninth  Corps.     It  required  until  that  time  for  the  Ni 
Corps  to  get  up  and  into  position.     The  attack  was  nx- 
as  ordered,  and  the  fighting  continued,  with  but  little  i» 
mission,  until  six  o'clock  the  next  morning,  and  resulteSL 
our  carrying  the  advance  and  some  of  the  main  works  oC    *^^ 
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enemy  to  the  right  (our  left)  of  those  previously  captured 
by^  G  cneral  Smith,  several  pieces  of  artillery,  and  over  four 
hanclrcd  prisoners." 

1 1  seems  that  this  sudden  victory  was  gained  by  the  skir- 
inLsli  line  alone,  which,  at  a  single  bound,  captured  thirteen 
redoubts,  sixteen  guns  and  several  colors,  with  three  or  four 
ha  1:1  dred  prisoners.  The  colored  troops  took  three  of  the 
recloiibts,  and  six  of  the  guns. 

-A^s  soon  as  Lee  was  made  aware  of  the  danger  threatening 
P^t^Tsburg,  he  had  the  garrison  reinforced  with  the  troops 
^^^^^cst  it ;  in  doing  which,  he  weakened  the  force  on  the 
'a.xlx-cad  in  front  of  Butler.  The  latter  informed  of  this,  im- 
iately  sent  out  a  few  thousand  men,  under  Terry,  who 
€eded  in  reaching  the  road,  and  tore  up  the  track  for 
^^^^^  c  or  four  miles,  but  was  in  turn  driven  back  by  Long- 
sfs  Corps. 

or  not  holding  this  important  road,  gained  thus  a  second 
,  Butler  again  receives  the  lash  of  the  Lieutenant-Gen- 
•    He  says:— 

'^  *^  As  soon  as  I  was  apprised  of  the  advantage  thus  gained, 
^        >:etain  it  I  ordered  two  divisions  of  the  Sixth  Corps, 
*^^>^eral  Wright  commanding,  that  were  embarking  at  Wil- 
s  Landing,  under  orders  for  City  Point,  to  report  to  Gen- 
Butler,  at  Bermuda  Hundred,  of  which  General  Butler 
notified,  and  the  importance  of  holding  a  position  in 
Vance  of  his  present  line,  urged  upon  him. 
*'  About  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  General  Butler  was 
^^rced  back  to  the  line  the  enemy  had  withdrawn  from  in 
'the  morning.    General  Wright,  with  his  two  divisions,  joined 
General  Butler  on  the  forenoon  of  the  17th;  the  latter  still 
folding,  with  a  strong  picket  line,  the  enemy's  works.     But 
instead  of  putting  these  divisions  into  the  enemy's  works  to 
hold  them,  he  permitted  them  to  halt  and  rest  some  distance 
in  the  rear  of  his  own  line.    Between  four  and  five  o'clock  in 


torn,  and  connectea  tne  pontoon  bnage  witn  i^ermuda  J 
dred." 

On  Thursday,  the  assault  was  made  on  the  rebel  lines, 
no  permanent  success  gained.  The  next  morning,  Fri 
at  daylight,  Bumside,  with  Miles'  division  of  the  Sei 
Corps,  made  an  attack  on  the  right  of  the  enemy's  line, 
turing  three  redoubts,  and  five  hundred  and  fifty  priso] 
The  Second  Corps  was  then  thrown  forward,  and  strug 
nobly  to  gain  the  works,  but  failed. 

On  the  right,  Neill's  division  of  the  Sixth  Corps,  and  ! 
tindale's  of  the  Eighteenth,  pushed  the  enemy  handson 
for  some  distance,  but  gained  no  material  advantage, 
had  lost,  probably,  six  thousand  men  during  these  two  c 
which  showed  that  the  fighting  had  been  very  severe. 

This  was  the  condition  of  things  when  Grant  arrive 
the  scene  of  action.  The  result  thus  far,  of  his  grand  ( 
de-main^  was  most  deplorable.  Two  lines,  however,  ol 
enemy's  works  had  been  captured,  and  so,  on  Saturday 
resolved  to  carry  the  third  and  last,  by  general  ass 
Three  times  during  the  day  did  the  gallant  battalions  r 
steadily  up  in  the  face  of  a  deadly  fire,  and  were  si 
down  by  thousands,  but  each  time  failed  to  gain  the  cov 
Dosition. 
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arth  works.  Hence,  the  place  was  commanded  by  both 
^parties,  and,  therefore,  could  be  occupied  by  neither  till  the 
FStrong  works  on  one  or  the  other  side  were  carried. 

It  was  now  very  plain  that  the  campaign  had  ended  for 
the  present,  and  a  second  one,  of  siege  operations  chiefly, 
xvas  to  commence. 

It  must  be  confessed  that  the  sum  total  of  this  frightful 
campaign,  of  a  month  and  a  half,  was  anything  but  satis- 
factory.    As  Grant  said,  no  material  advantage  had  been 
gained.    Nearly  a  hundred  thousand  men  had  disappeared  in 
its  progress,  and  now,  at  the  end  of  the  long  marches  and 
T)loody  battles,  he  found  himself  twice  as  far  from  Richmond 
ms  he  was  when  on  the  Chickahominy.     The  distance,  how- 
ever, was  a  small  matter — the  obstacles  that  intervened  be- 
tween him  and  the  coveted  prize  were  well-nigh  insurmounti 
^ble.   Assault  after  assault,  the  determined  character  of  which 
"was  attested  by  the  ghastly  piles  of  dead,  had  been  made  in 
Tain,  and  that,  too,  while  the  works  were  incomplete  and, 
comparatively,  weakly  garrisoned.    But  Lee's  army  was  now 
well  up,  and,  as  at  Spottsylvania  and  Cold  Harbor,  lay  be- 
hind the  strong  works. 

The  prospect,  at  this  time,  was  enough  to  discourage  any 
heart  less  resolute  than  Grant's.  He  had  failed,  at  the  out- 
set, in  the  effort  to  get  a  decisive  battle  out  of  Lee.  That 
of  the  Wilderness  was  only  a  drawn  one.  He  had  been 
repulsed  at  Spottsylvania  with  terrible  loss.  The  same  ca- 
lamity had  overtaken  him  at  Cold  Harbor.  Sigel  had  failed 
in  the  Shenandoah  Valley.  Butler  had  twice  lamentably 
failed  in  front  of  Bermuda  Hundred.  Smith  and  Gillmore 
had  both  failed ;  and  to  crown  the  climax,  his  last  grand 
assault  had  failed,  and  the  anxious  inquiry  arose,  "  What  is 
next  to  be  done  ?  "  Besides  all  this,  those  who  had,  at  the 
outset,  condemned  the  campaign  across  the  country,  now 
pointed  to  the  result  as  the  fulfillment  of  their  prophociea 
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Some  of  the  English  papers  called  him  the  great  butcl^  ^^j^ 
and  the  rebel  press  tauntingly  asked  why  he  did  not  tc^^^^ 
his  army  by  transports  to  the  James,  instead  of  dragging-      jj 
through  rivers  of  blood  across  the  cdUntry.     It  was  sa  i  d, 
and  truly,  that  he  could  have  put  his  army  where  it  now  w^snsj 
without  the  loss  of  a  man,  had  he  adopted  McClellan's  cour.^3C 
It  was  said,  moreover,  and  with  equal  truth,  that  he  k   ^^ 
lost  two  to  one  of  the  enemy  in  this  long  and  bloody  marc::::^^'^' 
and,  sadder  tnan  all  and  incapable  of  contradiction,  he  h      ^^ 
not  won  a  single  decisive  battle,  but  on  the  contrary,  frc:^^^^ 
the  Wilderness  to  Petersburg,  had  been  repulsed  in  eve  -"^"^^ 
attack. 

This  seemed  a  gloomy  summing  up  of  the  campaign,  an--^^      ' 


at  first   sight,   conclusive  that  it  was   wrong   thronghoi — ^ — ^ 
There  could  be,  apparently,  no  dispute  that  he  erred  egi^^*^  ^ 
giously  in   not  following   McClellan's  plan  of  operatioi^^^   ^^ 
against  the  rebel  Capital.     Yet,  after  events  showed  th^^^-  ^' 
such  a  conclusion  was  entirely  false,  and  fully  vindicated  C^     ^® 
wonderful  sagacity  and  sound  judgment  of  the  Lieutena^^^^^^ 
General.     He  was  not  responsible  for  the  condition  in  whi—    ^^ 
two  years  of  mismanagement  had  placed  things.     When  W  ^^3o- 
Clellan  undertook  the  Peninsula  campaign,  Richmond,  fr^^     ^^ 
Hanover  to  Petersburg,  was  poorly  fortified,  so  that  whi«»-Gi^ 
threatened  on  this  long  line,  the  Confederate  Govemm  — "    ^Pt 
was  compelled  to  call  in  all  its  troops  for  the  defense  of  ite 

Capital.      Hence,  McClellan's  declaration  that  Washing — ■ton 
was  best  defended  at  Richmond,  was  true. 

But  matters  were  now  reversed — the  rebels,  admonis! 
of  their  danger  in  this  direction,  had,  for  the  last  two  ye^ 
been  erecting  elaborate  defenses,  and  guarding  every  pc^ 
so  that  there  could  be  no  strategy  that  did  not  involve  h 
fighting  and  terrible  losses.     Besides,  the  strength  of    fc^^ 
works   around   Richmond   enabled  a  comparatively  sm^*^ 
force  to  hold  the  place,  so  that  a  portion  of  the  army  covLJd 
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porate  against  Washington,  or  threaten  Maryland  and  Penn- 
1  va.nia  by  way  of  the  Shenandoah  Valley.  This  'fas  actu- 
l^v"  clone,  and,  as  we  said,  after  events  abundantly  vindicated 
wisdom  of  Grant's  course. 

r-anting  that  we  lost  nearly  one  hundred  thousand  men, 
May  to  July,  and  Lee  but  fifty  thousand,  yet  Grant 
-^ived  reinforcements  to  the  full  amount  of  his  losses,  and 
own  before  Petersburg  with  an  army  as  large,  in  fact 
^r  than  the  one  with  which  he  crossed  the  Rapidan,  so 
he  was  as  strong  as  though,  at  the  outset,  he  had  trans- 
d  his  army  by  water  to  Petersburg.  Notwithstanding 
Lee  was  able  to  hold  his  works  and  yet  dispatch  twenty 
sand  men,  under  Early,  to  ravage  the  Shenandoah  Val- 
thunder  at  the  very  gates  of  the  Capital,  and  sever  its 
t  line  of  communication  with  the  North — in  short,  spread 
ruin  and  consternation  that,  though  the  Nineteenth 
ps  opportunely  arrived  from  New  Orleans,  Grant  was 
*^^^^pelled  to  detach  one  of  his  own  veteran  Corps  to  the 
^^nse  of  Washington. 

^^^ow,  if  the  fifty  thousand  men  strewing  the  fields  and 
wding  the  hospitals,  along  the  track  of  Lee's  ll'my,  from 
Wilderness  to  Petersburg,  had  been  alive,  to  have  swel- 
^^  that  twenty  thousand,  under  Early,  to  seventy  thousand 
^^n,  what  force  would  Grant  have  been  compelled  to  send 
^ack  to  the  National  Capital  ?     In  other  words,  if  twenty 
thousand  rebels  required  the  presence  there  of  twa  Corps, 
lio w  many  Corps  would  seventy  thousand  men  have  rehired  ? 
T^he  answer  is  very  obvious.     The  whole  army  would  have 
been  recalled — the  siege  of  Richmond  raised,  and  the  cam- 
paign have  proved  a  failure. 

Hence  the  course  which  Grant  took  was  the  only  one  that 

could  bring  success.     True,  it  required  frightful  slaughter,      ^^ ^ 

but  it  was  a  saving  of  life  in  the  end.     Lee  could  not  re;/^O^Eff 
plenish  his  army  as  fast  as  we  could  ours.  .\^     *% 


^ 
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Grant's  perseverance  in  the  course  he  marked  out,  was 
not,  as  many  supposed,  the  result  of  obstinacy,  but  of  sound 
judgment,  which  subsequent  events  fully  confirmed.  He 
had  reduced  Lee  so  that  he  could  not  dispatch  sufficient 
troops  up  the  Shenandoah  Valley  to  make  him  loose  his 
death-grip  on  Richmond,  and  had  effected  it  in  the  only  way 
possible. 
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JUNE,  13Gi. 

DirricuLTiES  or  grant's  position — his  plan  to  sever  the  communica- 
tions Of  RICHMOND — Sheridan's  expedition — hunter's — averill's  and 

CROOK^B — THE   ENEMY  DEFEATED   AT   STAUNTON — HUNTER  AT  LYNCHBURG 

UI9  DISASTROUS  RETREAT — THE   ENEMY  IN  POSSESSION  OF  THE  SHENANDOAH 

VALLEY — Wilson's  ej^sdition — defeat  of  the  second  and  sixth  corps 

NEAR  THE  WELDON  RAILROAD^A  GLOOMY  PROSPECT — OPERATIONS  ALONG 
THE  ATLANTIC  COAST — CAPTURE  OF  THE  WATER  WITCH — FEDERAL  OFFICERS 
PLACED  UNDER  FIRE  AT  CHARLESTON — MR.  LINCOLN  RENOMINATED  FOR 
PRESIDENT — OPENING  OF  THE  POLITICAL  CAMPAIGN. 

THE  problem  now  left  for  Grant  to  solve,  was  one  of  the 
most  difficult  ever  presented  to  a  Commander.  As 
before  remarked,  every  part  of  his  great  plan  had  failed, 
except  the  killing  of  a  certain  number  of  the  enemy.  Get- 
ting his  army  on  the  James  was  not  accomplishing  anything 
of  moment,  because  it  could  have  been  placed  there  at  any 
time  by  transports.  Richmond  was  neither  invested,  nor 
even  approached — at  least,  it  was  no  nearer  than  Butler's 
Army  of  the  James,  as  it  was  called,  had  been  to  it  for  a 
long  time.  To  dig  his  way  from  five  to  twelve  miles  to  the 
rebel  Capital,  was  a  process  too  long  to  be  attempted  until 
every  other  measure  had  failed. 

In  carrying  out  his  siege  "operations,  therefore,  it  was 
plain  that  the  first  ^etep  to  be  taken  was  to  sever  the  commu- 
nications which  united  Richmond  with  the  other  parts  of  the 
Confederacy. 

The  Peninsula  was  in  our  possession,  but  this  only  shut 
the  rebel  Capital  oflf  from  the  sea.  There  were  four  channels 
of  communication,  with  the  interior,  which  Grant  did  not 
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control.  First,  the  railroad  to  Fredericksburg,  connected  with 
which  was  the  railroad  to  Gordonsville,  running  south  to  the 
James  River.  Second,  the  James  River  canal,  running  along 
the  James  River,  which,  though  but  little  spoken  of  by  the 
Northern  press,  was  the  great  channel  for  the  transportation 
of  provisions  of  all  kinds  to  Richmond.  Third,  the. railroad 
running  south-west  to  Danville.f  Fourth,  the  Weldon  rail- 
road running  directly  south. 

So  long  as  any  one  of  these  channels  of  communication 
was  left  open,  Richmond  could  not  be  regarded  as  invested ; 
hence  it  was  necessary  that  they  all  should  be  severed.   This 
was  the  herculean  task  which  Grant  had  assigned  himself.  _"" 
To  have  captured  Petersburg,  and  thus  hold  the  Weldoi 
road,  and  be  in  striking  distance  of  the  South-side  road  con-- 
necting  with  the  Danville  road,  would  have  simplified  i* 
much.      But  the  failure  to  do  this,  complicated  mattei 
greatly,  and  increased  the  magnitude  of  the  work  before  hii 

If  he  had  succeeded,  as  he  anticipated,  in  getting  posses*  - 
sion  of  the  communications  south  of  Richmond,  and  holdin  ^        jg 
them  by  his  army,  the  failure  to  destroy  the  other  lin^»>        es 

would  not  have  been  so  disastrous — but  he  failed  in  evei^ ry 

direction.  Sheridan,  whom  he  had  sent  off,  before  he  left  Co""-— ^b— Id 
Harbor,  failed  to  accomplish  the  object  of  his  expoditin^  m; 

while  Hunter,  in  the  moment  of  victory,  and  just  as  he  seem—  cd 

about  to  seize  Lynchburg,  had  to  flee  over  the  mountai^^^^ns. 
Hence,  new  expeditions  had  to  be  started,  and  other  effo  rts 

made  to  carry  out  the  great  plan. 

As  before  remarked,  Sheridkn  started  off  a  few  days 
vious  to  the  evacution  of  Cold  Harbor,  tq  break  up  the 
ginia  Central  railroad — the  first  of  the  channels  of  commi 
cation  above  mentioned — and,  if  possible,  co-operate 
Hunter,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Lynchburg.    Hd  crossed 
Pamunkey  on  the  7th  and  meeting  with  no  resistance,  mo^v^^^ 
rapidly  forward,  and  on  the  10th  crossed  the  North  Anra^ 
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encamped  at  Buck  Child's,  about  three  miles  from  the 
Tillian  Station. 

lis  intention  was,  he  says,  "  To  break  the  railroad  at  this 
ion,  march  through  Mechanicsville,  cut  the  Gordonsville 
.  Charlottesville  railroad,  near  Lyndsay's  House,  anu 
a  to  march  on  Charlottesville;  but,  on  our  arrival  at 
::k  Child's,  I  found  the  enemy's  cavalry  in  my  immediate 
It 

""On  the  morning  of  the  11th,  General  Torbert,  with  his 
ision,  and  Colonel  Gregg,  of  General  'Gregg's  division, 
Lcked  the  enemy.  After  an  obstinate  contest  they  drove 
L  from  successive  lines  of  breastworks,  through  an  almost 
assable  forest,  back  on  Trevillian  Station. 
In  the  meantime.  General  Curtis  was  ordered,  with  his 
ade,  to  proceed  by  a  country  road  so  as  to  reach  the 
on  in  the  rear  of  the  enemy's  cavalry.  On  his  arrival 
lis  point,  the  enemy  broke  into  a  complete  rout,  leav- 

liis  dead,  and  nearly  all  his  wounded,  in  our  hands ; 
twenty  officers,  five  hundred  men,  and  three  hundred 
es." 

hat  night  he  encamped  at  Trevillian  Station,  and  on  the 
Cling  of  the  12th,  commenced  destroying  the  railroad  up 
■  ouisa  Court-House.  He  was  occupied  in  this  work  until 
^  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  But  the  enemy,  in  the  mcan- 
^,  had  not  been  idle,  and  Sheridan  suddenly  found  him- 
c^onfronted  by  a  large  force,  protected  by  rifle-pits.  Ho 
^ce  advanced  to  give  battle,  but  a  careful  reconnoissance 
ived  that  the  enemy's  works  were  too  strong  to  be  car- 
^  by  assault.    On  the  right,  however,  the  bugles  sounded 

charge,  and  a  portion  of  his  troops  entered  the  works 

were  quickly  driven  out. 

Tight,  at  length,  closed  the  contest.  The  next  day  trains 
►ars,  bearing  rebel  reinforcements,  came  down  to  prevent 

capture  of  Gordonsville,  and  Sheridan  was  compelled, 
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reluctantly,  to  wheel  about  and  fall  back  toward  the  WTi£  ^^ 
House.  Wade  Hampton  followed  him,  though  at  a  respectr^^^ 
distance.  -. 

At  the  Pamunkey,  the  rebel  leader  made  a  detour  a     "^ 
attacked  Sheridan's  trains  at  the  White  House,  but  Abe 
crombie,  commanding  there,  maintained  his  ground  untC- 
Sheridan  came  up,  when  the  enemy  was  driven  off.     Restin 
his  command  here  a  short  time,  he  started  with  all  his  trai 
and  guns,  ior  the  James  River,  to  join  Grant. 

Hampton  followed,  and  attacked  him  on  the  Chickaho 
iny,  but  without  obtaining  any  ^vantage.     On  the  24t 
near  Charles  City  Court-House,  he  again  attacked  him,  a 
made  a  desperate  effort  to  capture  his  trains.     A  sharp  co 
test  followed,  and  the  rear-guard  was  badly  cut  up ; 
Grant  sending  a  brigade  of  infantry  to  Sheridan's  relief, 
was  able  to  get  off  with  all  his  guns  and  trains,  though 
lost  some  five  hundred  men.     The  next  day  he  crossed 
James,  under  cover  of  the  gun-boats,  and  joined  the  hl 
army. 

The  success  of  the  expedition  was  very  much  magniCi  ^ 
at  the  time,  for,  notwithstanding  Sheridan  beat  the  en^  -Brnj 
in  every  encounter,  it  was  a  total  failure  as  a  part  of  GnuTHB^t's 
great  plan.      Gordonsville  was  not  reached,  and  the    :tf^^ 
miles  of  railroad  destroyed  were  easily  repaired,  so  that    "tTus 
line  of  communication  remained  to  Lee.    Butler's  moveoci.  ^d( 
against  the  Richmond  and  Petersburg  road,  as  we  have  s^^^ 
had  failed,  and  Kautz's  raid,  on  the  Danville  road,  inflict  *^ 
no  permanent  injury.     Transient  success,  but  ultimate    f^" 
ure,  characterized,  also.  Hunter's  expedition.     When  he  '^s^^ 
ordered  to  supersede  Sigel,  he  hastened  to  Cedar  Cre^^ 
where  the  demoralized  army  lay,  and  found  two  thousand-    ^^ 
the  troops  without  shoes,  and  one  thousand  without  ar.«B^ 
they  having  thrown  them  away  in  their  flight. 

Re-organizing  the  command  and  receiving  reinforcement^ 
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ttioved  forward  upon  Staunton,  and  the  day  before  Sher- 

^•11  started  on  his  raid  with  the  intention  of  co-operating 

th.  him,  had  a  severe  battle  with  the  rebels,  under  General 

^^s,  and  defeated  him  utterly,  capturing  fifteen  hundred 

isoners,  and  several  guns.     The  next  day,  he  was  joined 

-A^Terill,  who  had  been  raiding  in  South-western  Virginia, 

tbe  line  of  the  Lynchburg  and  East  Tennessee  railroad. 

|j^^   Commander  started  simultaneously  with  Sheridan ;  one 

J^CJt  of  his  expedition  being  to  make  a  diversion  in  favor 

^-^eneral  Crook,  who  was  operating  on  the  Virginia  and 

^t   Tennessee  road,  and  who  succeeded  in  breaking  it  up 

"*-    tiestroying  a  vast  amount  of  stores. 

"verill  moving  rapidly,  from  point  to  point,  destroyed 
s  and  trains,  and  spread  terror  and  consternation  on 
-^j  side.  He,  at  length,  met  Morgan  with  a  force  esti- 
t^d  at  five  thousand  men,  at  Cave  Mountain  Gap,  five  miles 
txx  Wytheville. 

t^  lie  rebels  were  strongly  intrenched,  and  it  was  evident 
"t    their  position  could  not  be  forced. 

Scarcely  had  the  rebels,  thus  impregnably  ensconced, 
'  ^>  revealed  in  front,  ere  two  heavy  lines  of  skirmishers, 
"^  ^gly  supported,  were  discovered  rapidly  advancing,  and 
^X^lendid  style,  over  a  clearing,  and  upon  our  right  flank, 
two  discoveries  were  almost  simultaneous.      General 

Till  at  once  took  in  the  perilous  situation ;  to  retreat  was 

,  to  advance  certain  destruction,  to  surrender  was  never 
^Vight  of  Nothing  was  to  be  done  but  to  hold  his  ground, 
^^e  desperate,  stubborn  resistance,  and  during  it  to  await 
^^  cover  of  the  night. 

*'  The  gallant  Colonel  Schoonmaker,  commanding  the  Sec- 
ond brigade,  was,  with  the  Fourteenth  Pennsylvania  and 
First  Virginia,  (mounted,)  hurriedly  thrown  oul  across  to 
the  right  of  the  road  on  a  rise,  there  to  meet  the  approach- 
ing columns,  which  they  nobly  did,  receiving  the  fire  of  the 
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airy,  General  Averill  ordered  him  to  fall  back  acroi 
road,  and  on  the  right  of  the  second  column,  whicl 
been  formed  there,  consisting  of  the  Thirty-fourth  Ohi 
Second  and  Third  Virginia,  all  dismounted,  under  the 
mand  of  Brigadier-Gteneral  Duffie.  He  had  suffered  c 
erably,  and  was  compelled  to  leave  his  dead  and 
wounded  on  the  line  where  they  had  fallen.  The  mov< 
was  made  leisurely,  and  in  excellent  order.  It  was  gi 
with  exultant  shouts  by  the  rebels,  who  pressed  rapid] 
ward  as  far  as  the  abandoned  line,  but  the  now  unite 
umns,  presenting  a  solid  and  unflinching  front,  deli 
with  rapidity  and  withering  precision  a  fire  which  prev 
further  advance,  and  temporarily  staggered  into  con 
the  opposing  ranks. 

"From  the  outset  of  the  fight,  both  columns,  while 
ing  in  check  the  vastly  superior  force  in  front,  were 
j'ected,  at  easy  musketry  range,  to  the  cross-fire  of  the  ini 
and  artillery  at  the  Gap.  The  terrible  position  of  G< 
Averill's  command,  no  description  can  convey  th^  a 
idea  of  They  were  on  a  cleared  section  with  a  force  d 
their  own  to  the  left,  and  another  double  their  own  t 
front,  with  no  cover  of  hills  or  woods  to  fall  back  tc 
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close  xange  of  the  Gap,  constantly  under  murderous  fire, 
extorted  the  admiration  of  the  enemy,  and  won  that  of  its 
owti  command  by  its  splendid  conduct.  It  was  firm  as  a 
rock:  ;  every  movement  was  executed  with  the  ease  and  pre- 
cisiorx  of  a  dress-parade,  and  the  moral  effect  of  its  splendid 
beard rxg  infused  the  strength  of  another  regiment.  On  the 
field,  as  in  general  orders,  it  received  from  General  AveriU 
the  Warmest  praise. 

**  General  AveriU  was  constantly  at  the  front  of  the  first 
coluinii,  and  on  its  falling  back,  at  the  front  of  the  com- 
Dianci,  encouraging  and  stimulating  it  to  the  noble  heroism 
displctyed  by  his  own  fearless  exposure  and  dauntless  cour- 
^^-         About  midway  of  the  fight,  he  was  struck  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  forehead  by  a  musket  ball,  which,  glancing,  passed 
^ff    o^\rer  the  left  eye,  inflicting  a  deep  wound ;  with  the 
blood  flowing  profusely,  his  face  undistinguishable  from  gore, 
"^  Continued  in  'his  saddle  until,  oy  weakness,  he  was  com- 
P^*^l^<i  to  retire  to  the  rear.     Here  the  blood  was  staunched, 
^  ^^v^ound  dressed,  and,  after  a  few  moments'  rest,  he  was 
S^in   in  the  saddle  and  at  the  front,  there  remaining  until 
*^^   olose  of  the  fight" 

^^Ixen  night  closed  the  contest,  AveriU  withdrew,  leaving 
^  ^^ad  and  wounded  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
.  ^Vhen  Walker  Mountain  was  reached,  it  was  found  that 
- ,  ^^^  was  but  a  bridle-path  over  it,  and  the  wearied  men 
.  ^'^ounting,  dragged  themselves  and  their  jaded  horses  up 
^  ^teep  ascent.  The  advance  reached  the  top  at  midnight, 
.     ^   liere  the  guide  irrecoverably  lost  his  way.     To  continue 

^^^  pitchy  darkness  was  impossible.    The  order  was  given 
^    *^alt,  and  the  worn-out  men  and  horses,  stretched  in  single 

^    from  base  to  summit,  on  the  precipitous,  rocky  moun- 

^^^a  side,  lay  down  to  rest. 

^  Singularly  enough,  yet  confirmatory  of  the  terrible  pun- 
^anxent  the  enemy  had  received,  they  were  not  disturbed, 
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and  at  daylight  were  on  the  march  again.    The  mountain  was 
passed,  and  a  forced  march  made,  during  the  day,  of  thirty- 
two  miles,  to  Dublin.     Here  was  a  sad  disappointment,  for, 
though  the  good  work  of  destruction  which  General  Crook  ^ 
had  done,  was  seen,  yet  he  was  not  met.     Remaining  over  -i^- 
night,  an  early  march  was  made  of  seven  miles  to  New  River -^^  - 
it  was  greatly  swollen,  but  was  crossed  with  the  loss  of  twc:^  - 
men,  four  horses,  and  destruction  of  all  the  ammunition,  anc^  ^ 
ten  miles  further  on,  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  railroai 
was  struck  at  Christiansburg.     Some  scattering  rebel  forc< 
were  found  here,  but  were  charged  on  and  driven  throuj 
and  beyond  the  town,  giving  no  after  trouble. 

"The  depot  here,  stored  with  large  amounts  of  floi 
bacon  and  forage,  was  burned,  the  telegraph  office  insti 
ment  and  wires  destroyed,  the  railroad  torn  up  and  the 
rendered  useless,  and  the  bridge,  two  miles  below,  burnt 
Two  field-pieces  were  captured  in  the  village.  The  c< 
mand  occupied  the  town  over  night,  moving  nineteen  mi 
to  Gap  Mountain  the  next  morning,  where  fifteen  hund:«r  -^ 
rebels,  under  Colonel  (or  General)  W.  E.  Jackson,  we^  -Ti 
found  strongly  posted  in  a  gap,  and  strengthened  by  tf^^^^o 
pieces  of  artillery. 

"General  Averill's  command  was  now  entirely  withoir^ 
ammunition.     What  little  was  left,  after  the  battle  at  Cav^ 
Mountain,  had  been  destroyed  while  crossing  New  River.  A 
fight,  therefore,  was  hopeless.     So,  by  a  strategic  and  hasty 
movement,  he  turned  the  enemy's  left  flank,  seeking  a  bridle* 
path  over  the  mountain,  and  thence  to  Sinking  Creek  Valley, 
twelve  miles  distant ;  Jackson  making  no  pursuit     On  the 
next  day,  the  14th,  he  pushed  on  twenty-nine  miles  toward 
Union,  and,  within  five  miles  thereof,  fell  in  with  the  rear- 
guard of  General  Crook's  command.     It  was  a  gladdening 
sight  and  hailed  vociferously." 

The  two  commands  now  joined  Huntet*.     The  latter,  after 
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the  battle  near  Staunton,  occupied  the  town.  Destroy- 
ing here  a  vast  amount  of  property,  he  advanced  with  his 
force,  now  about  seventeen  thousand  strong,  to  Lexington, 
which  was  held  by  McCausland.  The  latter  finding  himself 
threatened  in  flank  and  rear,  evacuated  the  place,  and  Hun- 
ter marched  in  and  sat  down,  to  wait  the  arrival  of  Sheridan 
from  Gordonsville,  which  point,  we  have  seen,  he  was  unable 
to  reach. 

Receiving  no  tidings  from  him,  he  moved  forward  toward 
Xiynchburg,  the  grand  end  of  his  expedition.  If  he  could 
reach  and  hold  this  place,  one  very  important  part  of  Grant's 
plan  would  be  carried  out,  and  the  supplies  for  Richmond 
sadly  interfered  with. 

On  his  arrival  before  the  town,  he  found  it  too  strong  to 
"be  carried  by  assault ;  but  on  the  18th,  the  very  day  the 
-Army  of  the  Potomac  was  moving  against  Petersburg,  he 
made  an  attempt  to  capture  it,  but  was  repulsed.  Sheridan 
laving  failed  to  destroy  the  Virginia  Central  road,  Lee  was 
mble  to  transport  troops  rapidly  from  Richmond  and  its 
Ticinity  to  the  point  of  danger,  and  hurried  off  EwelFs 
Corps,  with  a  part  of  Hill's  and  Breckenridge's  command. 

Hunter,  at  this  time,  was  fifteen  days'  march  from  his  base 
of  supplies,  and  hence  depended,  for  subsistence,  on  the 
country.  Advised  of  the  approach  of  this  formidable  force, 
he,  on  the  19th,  commenced  to  retreat  down  the  Valley.  He 
had  not  proceeded  far,  however,  when  he  found  himself  so 
closely  pressed  by  the  enemy  that  escape,  in  this  direction, 
was  hopeless.  He,  therefore,  hastily  abandoned  a  great  part 
of  his  trains  and  guns,  and  struck  across  the  mountains  to 
Kanawha  Valley,  from  whence  he  designed  to  return  by  the 
way  of  the  Ohio  River. 

Thus,  of  course.  Grant  lost  the  use  of  these  troops  for  sev- 
eral weeks.  Hunter  not  only  failed  to  accomplish  the  object 
of  his  expedition,  but  being  compelled  to  flee  over  the 
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mountains,  he  left  the  Shenandoah  Valley  as  defenseless  as 
though  his  entire  army  had  been  captured. 

The  enemy,  now  between  twenty  and  thirty  thousand 
strong,  marched  down  it,  unopposed,  sending  consternation 
into  Washington.  The  failure  of  Hunter  was  another  sad 
blow  to  Grant,  whom  fate  seemed  determined  to  try  to  the 
uttermost.  Though  disappointed,  he  did  not  blame  him  as 
he  did  Butler,  yet  says : — 

*'  Had  General  Hunter  moved  by  way  of  Charlottesville, 
instead  of  Lexington,  as  his  instructions  contemplated,  he 
would  have  been  in  a  position  to  have  covered  the  Shenan- 
doah Valley  against  the  enemy,  should  the  force  he  met  have 
seemed  to  endanger  it.     If  it  did  not,  he  would  have  been 
within  easy  distance  of  the  James  River  canal,  on  the  mai 
line  of  communication  between  Lynchburg  and  the  forces 
sent  for  its  defense.     I  have  never  taken  exception  to  th 
operations  of  General  Hunter,  and  I  am  not  now  disposed  t( 
find  fault  with  him,  for  I  have  no  doubt  he  acted  within  wha— 
he  conceived  to  be  the  spirit  of  his  instructions  and  the  inte 
ests  of  the  service.     The  prompitude  of  his  movements  an 
his  gallantry  should  entitle  him  to  the  commendation  of  his 
country." 

The  effort,  by  Sheridan  and  Hunter,  to  destroy,  perma- 
nently, the  enemy's  communications,  north  and  west,  having 
failed,  it  was  hoped  that  success  would  crown  Grant's  meas- 
ures to  sever  those  farther  south.  While  the  latter  was  flee- 
ing over  the  mountains  to  the  Kanawha  Valley,  a  strong 
cavalry  expedition  was  sent  out  against  the  Weldon  and 
Danville  railroad — the  success  and  result  of  which,  Grant 
sums  up  in  a  few  words.     He  says : — 

''  On  the  22ud,  General  Wilson,  with  his  own  division  of 
cavalry  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  General  Katitz^s 
division  of  cavalry  of  the  Army  of  the  James,  moved  against 
the  enemy's  railroads  south  of  Richmond,      Striking  the 
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VTeldon  railroad,  at  Ream's  Station,  destroying  the  depot 
.nd  several  miles  of  the  road  and  the  South-side  road — about 
fteen  miles  from   Petersburg,  to  near  Nottoway  Station, 
here  he  met  and  defeated  a  force  of  the  enemy's  cavalry ; 
e  reached  Burksville  Station,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  23d, 
nd  from  there  destroyed  the  Danville  railroad  to  Roanoke 
ridge,  a  distance  of  twenty-five  miles,  where  he  found  the 
nemy  in  force,  and  in  a  position  from  which  he  could  not  dis- 
odge  him.     He  then  commenced  his  return  march,  and  on 
"fthe  28th  met  the  enemy's  cavalry  in  force  at  the  Weldon  rail- 
:»oad  crossing  of  Stony  Creek,  where  he  had  a  severe  but  not 
decisive  engagement.     Thence  he  made  a  detour  from  his 
left,  with  a  view  of  reaching  Ream's  Station,  (supposing  it 
to  be  in  our  possession.)     At  this  place  he  was  met  by  the 
enemy's  cavalry  supported  by  infantry,  and  forced  to  retire 
with  the  loss  of  his  artillery  and  trains.     In  this  last  encoun- 
ter, General  Kautz,  with  a  part  of  his  command,  became 
separated,  and  made  his  way  into  our  lines.     General  Wil- 
son, with  the  remainder  of  his  force,  succeeded  in  crossing 
the  Nottoway  River,  and  coming  in  safely  on  our  left  and 
rear.     The  damage  to  the  enemy,  in  this  expedition,  more 
than  compensated  for  the  losses  sustained  by  us.     It  sct- 
ered  all  connection  by  railroad,  with  Richmond,  for  several 
weeks." 

It  is  possible  that  the  damage  sustained  by  the  enemy 
would  *' compensate  "  for  our  loss,  though  we  apprehend  that, 
on  a  careful  estimate,  the  balance  remaining  in  our  favor 
would  be  hardly  worth  mentioning.  The  evil  done  was  soon 
remedied,  and  Grant  learned  what  Sherman  found  out  at 
Atlanta,  that  the  breaking  up  of  railroads,  by  cavalry,  in- 
flicted only  temporary  inconvenience.  They  must  be  held  ta 
be  of  permanent  service. 

A  more  serious  movement  was  made  at  this  time  against 
the  Weldon  railroad,  by  the  Second  Corps  and  GrifiSn's  divis- 
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ion  of  the  Fifth,  with  this  latter  Corps  itself  in  reserve.    l3Vtfc 
Second  Corps  moved  to  the  left,  on  Monday  night,  and        t\ie 

next  day,  the  22nd,  marched  rapidly  southward  until  it  a vme 

upon  the  enemy  at  the  Jerusalem  plank  road.  An  engi —  ige- 
ment  followed,  when  the  Corps  fell  back  into  position  for 
the  night.  The  Sixth  Corps  now  came  up  and  formed  onz — i  its 
left,  when  a  consultation  was  held  between  the  CommandJBers, 

and  it  was  resolved  to  attack  the  enemy  at  day-break  i lext 

morning.  There  being  some  misunderstanding  with  rptc  -/ard 
to  orders,  the  two  Corps  did  not  move  forward  in  unison,  but 
independent  of  each  other. 

Barlow,  with   his   immortal   brigades,    dashed   into         the 
woods,  in  his  front,  and.  pressing  on,  soon  opened  a  gaj:*^  be- 
tween his  left  and  the  right  of  the  Sixth  Corps.     Ha^^ing 
advanced  far  enough,  he  was  about  to  intrench  himself  i^^^hen 
he  was  startled  by  a  heavy  firing  on  his  flank  and  rear.         Hill 
moving  up  his  Corps  to  check  our  advance  perceived  the  ^tfatal 
gap  in  our  lines,  and  quick  as  thought,   dashed  into       it— 
a  whole  division  driving  like  a  storm  through  it.     Stru(^  i  in 
flank.  Barlow's  division  was  rolled  up  like  a  piece  of  pai^  J)er, 
and  several  hundred  men  taken  prisoners.    Mott's  flank  b  ^ng 
now  uncovered,  he,  also,  was  compelled  to  fall  back  ^«^ith 
heavy  loss.     Gibbon's  turn  came  next,  and  his  whole  lin.  ^  of 
•intrenchments  was  carried,  and  the  army  seemed  aboix  t  to 
break  in  utter  rout. 

But  Miles'  reserve  division  coming  up  opportunely,  GiL^bon 
rallied  his  division  on  it,  and  the  enemy  being  apparc^^iitly 
exhausted  by  his  own  efforts,  the  two  Corps  were  enabl£5<l  to 
form  a  new  line  of  battle.     The  order  for  the  whole  lin^  to 
advance  was  then  given,  when  the  enemy  slowly  retreHtei 
The  army  proceeded,  however,  but  a  short  distance,  ^rieii 
it  halted  and  passed  the  night  in  intrenching,  while  the  reb- 
els intrenched  on  the  other  side  of  the  railroad. 

Our  loss  in  this  engagement  was  probably  two  thousand, 
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'while  four  guns  and  several  stand  of  colors  were  left  in  the 
enemy's  hands. 

On  Thursday,  Wright,  having  ascertained  that  the  enemy 
'was  weak  on  the  extreme  left,  sent  three  Vermont  regiments 
*o  occupy  the  railroad  there.  Before  they  reached  their 
destination,  however,  they  were  furiously  attacked  and  driven 
in  confusion  back  to  the  main  body,  losing  many  prisoners. 
IFlushed  with  success,  the  rebels  now  came  down  with  loud 
^ells  on  our  whole  line,  and  compelled  it  to  withdraw  to  the 
^over  of  breastworks. 

For  the  balance  of  the  month,  nothing  more  was  done  at 
"this  point,  and  the  two  armies  seemed  once  more  at  a  dead- 
lock. 

Grant  had  now  felt  his  way  all  around  Richmond,  but 
<jould  find  no  entrance  to  the  rebel  Capital.     Every  expedi- 
tion to  sever  its  communications  had  succeeded  in  inflicting 
^nly  temporary  damage,  and,  to  an  ordinary  observer,  noth- 
ing more  could  be  done.     Not  a  gleam  of  success  lightened 
^he  dismal  prospect ;  and  added  to  all,  came  the  news  that 
the  enemy  was  thundering  down  the  Shenandoah  Valley. 
Nothing,  however,  could  shake  the  iron  resolution  of  Grant, 
and  he  cast  about  for  some  new  mode  of  reaching  the  en- 
emy, while  his  artillery  kept  pounding  away  on  the  rebel 
intrenchments. 

While  the  month  of  June  was  thus  closing  without  wit- 
nessing any  material  success  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
Sherman  had  met  his  first  repulse  at  Kenesaw  and  was  bury- 
ing his  dead  in  the  mountains  of  Georgia.  In  other  parts 
of  the  West,  the  enemy  was  active,  and  the  country  was 
infested  with  guerilla  parties.  Marmaduke  was  operating 
along  the  Mississippi,  and  Shelby  on  the  Arkansas. 

The  defeat  of  Sturgis  in  Mississippi,  with  the  loss  of 
twelve  guns — the  surrender  of  Hobson  at  Cynthiana,  with 
fifteen  hundred  men,  and  the  raid  of  Morgan  through  Ken-. 
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tucky,  had  no  effect  on  Sherman's  grand  movement  The 
defeat  of  the  latter  at  Mount  Sterling,  by  Burbridge,  reflected 
great  credit  on  the  latter. 

Nothing,  of  especial  interest,  occurred  along  the  Atlantic 
coast,  during  the  month,  except  the  capture  of  the  Water 
Witch,  by  the  rebels,  and  the  placing  of  Fed.eral  oflScers  un- 
der our  own  Sre  at  Charleston. 

The  Water  Witch,  attached  to  the  Fernandina,  in  Ossabaw 
Sound,  was  captured  early  on  the  morning  of  the  3rd  of 
June.  The  night  had  been  dark  and  squally,  so  that  an 
object  could  not  be  seen  twice  the  ship's  length,  except  by 
the  flashes  of  lightning.  About  two  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
the  officer  ot  the  deck  saw,  by  the  uncertain  light,  a  boat 
ahead,  filled  with  men,  and  hailed  it  The  reply  was,  "Who 
the  h-11  are  you  hailing  ? "  followed  by  a  volley  of  mus^ 
ketry.  He  immediately  sprung  his  rattle,  when  from  six 
other  launches,  which  now  swept  out  of  the  gloom,  arose 
loud  yells  of  defiance.  The  next  moment,  wrathful  visages 
were  seen,  by  the  vivid  flashes  of  lightning,  peering  over 
the  railing,  as  the  enemy  climbed  swiftly  on  board.  Pende- 
grast,  the  Commander,  was  by  this  time  on  deck,  and  to  his 
inquiry,  "What  is  the  matter,"  received  the  reply,  "Rebels, 
rebels,"  from  the  rebels  themselvea  Instantly  shouting, 
"  Call  all  hands  to  repel  boarders,"  "slip  the  chain  and  start 
the  engine,"  he  sprang  to  his  state-room  for  his  arms.  When 
he  reached  the  deck  again,  a  motley  crowd  was  struggling 
upon  it,  cursing  and  firing — the  flashes  of  fire-arms  ana 
flashes  of  lightning  mixing  strangely  in  the  turbulent  scene. 

Making  his  way  to  the  hurricane-deck,  he  was  struck  by  * 
cutlass  and  fell,  for  a  moment,  insensible.  Recovering  hiin* 
self,  he  leaped  upon  the  hurricane-deck,  and  rang  tKe  bell  for 
the  engineer  to  go  ahead,  hoping  to  swamp  the  boats  along- 
side ;  but  the  engine  made  only  a  single  revolution,  and  then 
stopped. 
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In  the  darkness  and  suddenness  of  the  attack,  no  time  was 
given  to  organize  any  resistance,  and  it  was  a  short  hand-to- 
hand  fight.  Most  of  the  crew  seemed  paralyzed  with  fear, 
and  made  but  feeble  defense,  and  the  rebels  soon  had  entire 
possession  of  the  vessel. 

That  a  vessel,  occupying  the  position  she  did,  should  be 
taken  by  surprise,  argued,  in  the  eyes  of  the  Department, 
great  criminality  on  the  part  of  the  Commander,  and  he  had 
to  bear  the  weight  of  its  indignation. 

The  rebel  Commander,  in  Charleston,  indignant  at  our 
bombardment  of  the  place,  thought  he  would  put  a  stop  to 
it  by  placing  fifty  of  our  ofiBcers,  some  of  them  Major-Gen- 
erals,  in  confinement,  at  a  point  reached  by  our  f  re.  The 
following  correspondence  explains  this  diabolical  act : — 

"Head-quarters,  Departbient  of  South  Carolina, 

Georgia  and  Florida. 

Charleston,  June  13,  1864. 

General: — Five  Generals  and  forty-five  Field  Officers,  of  the  United 
States  Army,  all  of  them  prisoners  of  war,  have  been  sent  to  the  city  for  safe 
keeping.  They  have  been  turned  over  to  Brigadier-General  Ripley,  com- 
iianding  the  First  Military  District  of  this  department,  who  will  sec  that  they 
ipe  provided  with  commodious  quarters  in  a  part  of  the  city  occupied  by  non- 
^oinbatants,  the  majority  of  whom  are  women  and  children. 

It  is  proper,  however,  that  I  should  inform  you  that  it  is  a  part  of  th# 
ity  which  has  been  for  many  months  exposed,  day  and  night,  to  the  fire  of 
oar  guns. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed,)  SAMUEL  JONES,  Major-General  Commanding. 

Major-General  J.  G.  Foster,  Commanding  United  States  Forces  on  coast 

^x  S.  G.«  C.  S. 

# 

"  Head-quarters,  Department  of  the  South.  ) 
Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  June  16,  1864.  J 

Idajor-Genecal  Samuel  Jones,  Commanding  Confederate  Forces,  Department 
of  South  Carolina,  Georgia  and  Florida: — 

General  : — I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  this  day,  of  your  commu* 
Dication,  of  the  13th  instant,  informing  me  that  five  Generals  and  forty-five 
Field  Officers,  of  the  United  States  Army,  prisoners  of  war,  have  been  sent 
to  Charleston  for  safe  keeping ;  that  they  have  been  turned  over  to  Brigadier- 


removed,  and  thus  women  and  children  spared  from  harm,  (ieneral  lieai^ 
regard,  in  a  communication  to  General  Gillmore,  dated  August  22,  186" 
informed  him  that  the  non-combatant  population  of  Charleston  would  M 
removed  with  all  possible  celerity.  That  women  and  children  have  been  sin  ^^ 
retained  by  you,  in  a  part  of  the  city  which  has  been  for  many  months  exprr 
sed  to  fire,  is  a  matter  decided  by  your  own  sense  of  humanity. 

I  must,  however,  protest  against  your  action,  in  thus  placing  defense!*-^ 
prisoners  of  war  in  a  position  exposed  to  constant  bombardment     It  is 
indefensible  act  of  cruelty,  and  can  be  designed  only  to  prevent  a  contiL^  - 
auco  of  our  fire  upon  Charleston.     That  city  is  a  depot  for  military  supp! 
It  contains  not  merely  arsenals,  but  also  foundries  and  factories  for  the 
ufacture  of  munitions  of  war.     In  its  ship-yards,  several  armed  iron-e     _ 
have  already  been  completed,  while  others  are  still  upon  the  stocks  in  co  ^^i:: 
of  construction.     Its  wharves  and  the  banks  of  the  rivers,  on  both  side^ 
the  city,  are  lined  with  batteries.    To  destroy  these  means  of  continuing 
war  is,  therefore,  our  object  and  duty.     You  seek  to  defeat  this  effort,  no 
means  known  to  honorable  warfare,  but  by  placing  unarmed  and  defen; 
prisoners  under  fire. 

I  have  forwarded  your  communication  to  the  President,  with  the  re  q  -^ 
that  he  will  place  in  my  custody  an  equal  number  of  prisoners,  of  the  J 
grades,  to  be  kept  by  me  in  positions  exposed  to  the  fire  of  your  guns,  so  1^ 
as  you  continue  the  course  stated  in  your  communication. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
'   (Signed,)  J.  G.  FOSTER,  Major-General  Commanding-" 


Foster's  request  was  complied  with,  and  the  rebels  n^^ei 
soon  glad  to  abandon  this  barbarous  mode  of  carrying"  o 
war,  and  to  propose  an  exchange  of  prisoners. 

Outside  of  militarjr  operations,  nothing  caused  so  iolucI 
excitement,  this  montn,  as  the  re-nomination  of  Mr.  LiaciJoIn 
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iso  and  fitting  out  of  the  alabama  in  an  english  port — com* 
^x.aint  by  our  government the  two  years*  cruise returns  to  cher- 
bourg, france blockaded  by  winslow — semmes   challenges   winfi- 

^ow — morning  of  the  combat — spectators  coming  down  from  paris 

'^o  witness  it the  alabama  steams  out  of  the  harbor the  combat 

Ludicrous  by-play  on  the  kearsarge — superior  firing  of  the  fed- 
eral  SHIP SURRENDER   OF  THE   ALABAMA   IN   A   SINKING  .STATE — PICKING 

Xr?  OF   THE    CREW  AND    CAPTAIN    BY   THE  ENGLISH  YACHT  DEERHOUND THE 

^BERHOUND.  SAILS  OFF  WITH  THE  PRISONERS  TO  SOUTHAMPTON — SEMMES' 
REPORT  OF  THE  FIGHT — HIS  SLANDERS  AND  FALSEHOODS THE  TWO  VES- 
SELS   COMPARED DEFENSE  OF  THE   COMMANDER  OF  THE  ENGLISH   YACHT 

EXCITEMENT   IN   EUROPE    OVER   THE   ENGAGEMENT ^WINSLOW  AND  THE  8EC- 

BETARY    OF  THE   NAVY. 

THE  KEARSARGE  AND  ALABAMA. 

^fc^UT  while  the  month  of  June  was  pregnant  with  such 
J3     great  events  in  our  own  borders,  there  occurred  a  sea- 
^ght  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  that  will  ever  occupy 
^  prominent  place  in  our  naval  history.     On  Sunday,  the 
X9th  of  June,  the  same  Sabbath  that  followed  the  last  grand 
€issault  on  Petersburg,  and  while  we  were  gathering  up  our 
\vounded,  and  burying  our  dead,  that  fell  in  front  of  the 
irebel  works,  and  while  Sherman  was  lying  at  the  base  of 
Kenesaw  Mountain,  preparing  to  storm  its  impregnable  de- 
fenses, the  Kearsarge  and  Alabama  were  engaged  in  mortal 
combat,  off  the  quiet  port  of  Cherbourg,  in  France.     The 
Alabama,  with  other  vessels,  had  been  built  by  private  en- 
terprise, in  England,  ostensibly  for  neutral  powers,  or  com- 
mercial purposes,  but,  after  clearing  the  English  coast,  took 
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in  their  armaments  and  crews,  and  hoisting  the  Confederate 
flag,  preyed  upon  our  commerce. 

The  Alabama  was  a  powerful  steamer,  a  swift"  sailer,  an 
carrying  guns  of  the  heaviest  kind.     She  had  been  a  bol 
successful  cruiser  for  two  years,  though  she  had  carefuU^^ 
avoided  a  contest  with  our  war  vessels,  except  in  the  sing 
instance,  when  she  attacked  and  sunk  the  Hatteras,  which  w 
no  match  for  her,  oflf  Galveston  harbor.     Standing  fearless? 
along  the  track  of  our  commerce,  on  the  Atlantic,  she  h 
made  the  ocean  lurid  with  the  flames  of  burning  merch 
men.    Our  fastest  vessels  had  been  sent  in  search  of  her, 
the  Vanderbilt  had  steamed  half-way  round  the  globe  in 
vain  effort  to  capture  her. 

Down  the  coast  of  the  Eastern  Continent,  around  the  C 
of  Good  Hope,  into  the  Indian  Ocean,  she  had  proti. 
flaunted  her  hated  flag,  and  destroyed  our  merchantncx 
She  with  others,  had  well-nigh  driven  our  ships  from 
ocean,  so  that  our  commerce  was  carried  on  almost  entiir 
in  foreign  bottoms. 

Her  launch  from  an  English  dock-yard,  had  caused 
most  serious  complaints  to  be  made,  by  our  Govemm 
against  Great  Britain ;  such  conduct  being  denounced 
breach  of  neutrality.     The  discussion  of  the  question  is 
ended  yet,  and  though  the  steamer  lies  at  the  bottom  of 
sea,  she  may,  in  the  end,  be  the  cause  of  the  gravest  diflicjial- 
ties  between  the  two  nations. 

Unable  to  carry  her  prizes  into  any  port,  she  plundered 
them  of  what  she  needed,  sparing  some,  on  the  captains'  g^^* 
ing  bonds  to  pay  a  certain  sum  of  money  after  the  estBb^ 
lishment  of  Southern  independence,  and  burning  the  rest  on 
the  high  seas.     She  had  been  the  terror  of  our  commerce,  ^ 
far  as  the  Indian  Ocean,  firom  which  she  had  just  returned  hdo 
entered  the  port  of  Cherbourg  for  repairs.    Captain  Winslof^f 
commanding  the  Kearsarge,  had  long  been  in  search  of  hec, 
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and   the  moment  he  heard  of  her  arrival,  set  sail,  and  lay  oflf 
mouth  of  the  harbor,  for  the  purpose  of  following  her  to 
^^vhen  she  again  left  port,  and  forcing  her  to  a  combat, 
the  14th,  Semmes  sent  Captain  Winslow  the  following 


"  CoKFEDERATE   StATES^    StSAMER  ALABAMA,  ) 

Cherbourg,  June  14,  1864. ) 

— ^I  hear  that  you  were  informed  by  the  United  States  Consul  that  the 
arge  was  to  come  to  this  port  solely  for  the  prisoners  landed  by  me, 
**<"!    t.liat  she  was  to  depart  in  twenty-four  hours.     I  desire  you  to  say  to  the 
"^  *  t.e<l  States  Consul  that  my  intention  is  to  fight  the  Kearsarge  as  soon  as 
IX   make  the  necessary  arrangements.     I  hope  these  will  not  detain  me 
'o     than  till  to-morrow  evening,  or  after  to-morrow  morning,  at  the  fer- 
^•■^^^t;.      I  beg  she  will  not  depart  before  I  am  ready  to  go  out. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  SEMMES,  Captain. 

'.e  very  much  mistook  the  Commander  of  the  Kearsarge, 
^^  li^  supposed  it  was  necessary  to  send  a  challenge  tp  get  a 
^^Sl^t  out  of  him.  He  had  come  to  Cherbourg  for  no  other 
^^^^*^I>ose,  and  intended,  by  no  means,  to  leave  till  he  could 
*oU^;^^  jjjg  ]^q\^  corsair  out  on  the  deep,  and  there  sink  him, 
^^   V>  ^  sunk  himself.  ^ 

1*iie  Sabbath  morning,  of  the  19th  of  June,  broke  in  all  the 

^"^^liness  of  early  Summer  over  the  rippling  sea.    A  gentle 

^^^26  drifted  lazily  in  from  the  ocean,  and  the  sun,  half 

^^^^^^n  of  his  brightness,  looked  down  through  a  hazy  atmo- 

^^^re,  on  the  town  and  port,  and  revealed  the  Kearsarge 

^^^  t.ly  swaying  to  the  easy  swell,  as  she  lay  three  miles  off  the 

*-^^^nce,  watching  the  movements  of  her  antagonist.     News 

tie  expected  fight  had  spread  to  Paris,  and,  in  the  mom- 

.    S'^    an  excursion  train  came  down  from  the  French  Cap- 

i^*-    loaded  with  passengers,  eager  to  witness  the  combat 

*^^  boatmen  of  the  port  swarmed  like  hackmen  around 

^^    terminus  of  the  railway,  offering  the  services  of  their 

^^^ts  to  those  who  wished  "  to  see  a  genuine  naval  battle, 
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that  was  to  come  off  during  the  day."     A  photographei 
with  all  his  apparatus  and  materials,  perched  himself  on  s 
church  tower,  to  take  an  impression  of  the  contest.     Specti 
tors  swarmed  upon  every  spot,  commanding  a  view  of  tl 
harbor  and  sea  beyond,  while  boats  flew  about  in  every 
rection  as  on  a  great  holiday. 

The  bells  of  the  churches  of  Cherbourg  had  not  yet  doi 
pealing,  when  the  rebel  steamer  cast  off  her  fastenings  ai 
began  to  steam  slowly  out  of  port  Semmes  had  taken 
precaution  to  send  ashore  sixty  chronometers  that  he 
taken  from  his  prizes,  his  money,  and  bills  of  ransomed 
sels ;  thus  showing  that  he  was  fully  aware  of  the  desperr*  ^3^ 
character  of  the  conflict  that  awaited  him.  As  the  steaMHEiej 
slowly  drifted  past  the  end  of  the  mole,  crowded  with  huHr^ctan 
beings,  a  great  shout  rent  the  air,  and  ''Godspeed  yci>rz," 
rolled  over  the  waters.  The  next  moment  the  drums  ^vere 
heard  beating  to  quarters. 

The  iron-plated  frigate,  Couronne,  accompanied  her  to 
the  limit  of  the  French  waters,  while  the  English  yacll; 
Deerhound,  followed  in  her  wake  out  to  sea.  This  was  about 
half-past  ten,  and  Winslow,  as  sooti  as  he  descried  his  adve^ 
sary  approaching,  turned  his  ship's  head  seaward,  to  av^oid 
the  question  of  jurisdiction,  and  to  draw  the  Alabama  so  fitf 
off  that,  in  case  of  being  disabled,  she  could  not  get  l>fick 
into  port,  and  thus  escape  capture.  The  Alabama  follo^*^^ 
after,  till  the  former  was  about  seven  miles  from  shore,  vr'b^^ 
Winslow  turned  short  about,  and  steered  straight  for  '^J 
privateer,  intending  to  run  her  down.  The  latter  imin-^^ 
ately  sheered  off  and  slowed  her  engines,  presenting  "^ 
starboard  battery  to  her  enemy.  While  the  Kearsarge  ^^ 
still  a  mile  off,  there  suddenly  came  sharp  puffs  of  sio.^*^® 
from  the  side  of  the  Alabama,  followed  by  the  heavy,  ^^ 
reports  of  the  guns  that  rolled  heavily  away  over  the  sliO"' 
dering  waters. 
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The  ponderous  shell  and  shot  flew  over  the  Kearsarge 

I  cut  up  her  rigging,  but  did  no  serious  damage.  Wins- 
T  made  no  reply,  but  ordered  the  engineer  to  put  on  more 
jed,  and  the  gallant  steamer  rolled  the  foam  away  from 
'  bows  as  she  dashed  silently  forward  to  a  close  death- 
ipple  with  her  antagonist  In  two  minutes  came  another 
>adside-^and  then  another ;  yet  not  a  gun  of  the  Kear- 
ge  replied.     Coming  head  on  to  the  rebel  steamer  as  she 

with  her  broadside  to,  she  was  in  great  danger  of  being 
:ed,  and  so  when  about  a  half  a  mile  distant,  Winslow 
ered  in  order  to  bring  his  own  broadside  to  bear — and 

battle  commenced. 

The  firing  now  was  rapid  and  incessant,  and  the  two 
as  of  the  Kearsarge,  carrying  eleven-inch  shell,  sent  their 
iderous  missiles  with  terrible  accuracy  into  the  hull  of 
:  Alabama.  Winslow,  fearing  that  his  antagonist  might 
jr  a  while  make  again  for  the  shore,  ordered  a  full  head 
steam  on,  with  directions  to  run  under  the  stem  of  the 
ibama  and  rake  her.  Semmes,  however,  discovered  his 
ign  and  shQcred  off  so  as  to  keep  his  broadside  bearing 

his  antagonist.  Hence  the  two  vessels  kept  moving  in 
ependent  circles  round  a  common,  yet  ever  changing 
itre.  Sailing  at  the  rate  of  nearly  eight  miles  an  hour^ 
y  thus  swung  steadily  around  each  other,  wrapped  in 

smoke  of  their  own  guns — the  Alabama  getting  deadly 
ws  from  the  calm  and  accurate  firing  of  the  Kearsarge, 
Qe  the  latter  received  no  material  injury  for  nearly 
mty  minutes.     At  length  a  sixty-eight  pound  Blakely 

II  passed  through  the  starboard  bulwarks,  below  the 
in  rigging,  and  exploded  on  the  quarter-deck,  wounding 
ee  of  the  crew  of  the  pivot  gun,  and  among  them  a  sea*- 
n  named  William  Gowin,  who,  though  suffering  acutely, 
re  a  smile  on  his  face  as  he  was  brought  to  the  surgeon. 
t  is  all  right,"  said  he ;  *'  I  am  satisfied,  for  we  are  whip* 

67 
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ping  the  Alabama;"  adding  "I  willingly  will  lose  my  leg 
or  life,  if  necessary." 

In  the  meantime  the  fight  went  on,  and  as  the  heavy 
broadsides  shook  the  deck,  he  would  comfort  his  two 
wounded  cpmrades  by  telling  them  that  "  victory  was  cer- 
tain ;"  and  as  ever  and  anon  the  cheers  of  the  guns'  crews 
on  deck  were  borne  to  his  ears,  as  they  saw  a  shot  planted 
in  a  vital  part  of  the  Alabama,  he  would  wave  his  hand 
over  his  head,  and  with  a  smile  lighting  his  paUid  fea- 
tures, give  a  faint,  answering  cheer.  His  heroic  spirit  kept 
in  this  buoyant  state  till  long  after  the  victory,  and  he 
passed  away,  reiterating  again  and  again  as  the  sands  of  life 
ran  low,  "  I  am  willing  to  die,  for  we  have  won  a  glorious 
victory." 

Winslow  fought  his  ship  as  coolly  as  though  engaged  in  a 
simple  manoeuvre,  telling  the  officers  not  to  let  the  men  fire 
too  rapidly,  but  take  deliberate  aim.  "Point,"  said  he, 
"the  heavy  guns  below  rather  than  above  the  water  line, 
and  sweep  the  decks  with  the  lighter  ones." 

In  addition  to  her  regular  and  effective  armament^ite 
Kearsarge  had  a  twelve-pounder  boat-howitzer,  which  WM 
totally  useless  in  the  fight  This  was  put  in  charge  of  two  old 
quartermasters,  "  the  two  Dromios  "  of  the  ship,  with  orders 
not  to  fire  until  directed  to  do  so.  But  those  rollicking  old 
salts  had  no  idea  of  remaining  idle  while  their  messmatei 
were  stripped  to  such  deadly  work,  and  having,  as  they  said, 
all  the  fun.  So  without  waiting  for  orders,  when  the  heavy 
guns  began  to  thunder  over  the  sea,  they  loaded  and  fired 
their  solitary  howitzer  as  though  the  fate  of  the  comhat 
depended  on  their  activity.  Though  perfectly  aware  of  the 
harmlessness  of  their  shots,  they  peppered  away  with  aD 
the  gravity  of  men  in  dead-earnest,  pausing  between  eaA 
discharge  to  curse  and  swear  at  each  other  in  the  most 
approved  man-of-war  style.     Standing  thus  apart  and  firing 
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their  pop-gun  in  any  direction  with  the  most  perfect  gravity, 
and  then  pausing  to  abuse  each  other  roundly,  while  the 
enemy's  heavy  shells  were  screaming  and  bursting  above 
and  around  them,  they  made  such  an  exceedingly  ludicrous 
by-play,  that  the  crew  burst  into  peals  of  laughter.  The 
officers,  seeing  in  what  excellent  humor  for  cool  fighting 
this  farce  kept  the  men,  and  amused  at  the  mock  earnest- 
ness and  droll  abusive  language  of  these  old  weather-beaten 
favorites  of  the  ship,  did  not  interfere  with  them,  and  they 
kept  on  firing  till  they  had  exhausted  the  entire  box  of 
ammunition. 

In  the  meantime  the  vessels,  moving  steadily  in  their  re- 
spective circles,  kept  pouring  in  their  heavy  broadsides ;  the 
Alabama  firing  twice  to  the  Kearsarge  once;  yet,  so  bad 
was  her  gunnery  that  out  of  over  three  hundred  shots  only 
twenty  hit  her  antagonist,  and  only  some  fourteen  of  these 
pierced  her  hull — not  killing  a  single  man,  and  wounding 
but  three.  On  the  other  hand,  the  slow  and  accurate  firing 
of  the  Kearsarge  told  with  terrible  eflFect  on  the  enemy. 
One  shot  alone  killed  and  wounded  eighteen  men.  Her  two 
hundred  pound  shells,  pierced  the  rebel  ship  at  the  water 
line,  ajid  bursting  within,  opened  huge  gaps,  through  which 
the  water  poured  in  torrents.  The  rudder  of  the  latter  was 
soon  rendered  useless,  and  by  the  time  the  vessels  had  made 
seven  complete  circles,  report  was  made  to  Captain  Semmes 
that  his  ship  was  sinking.  He  immediately  hoisted  sail,  and 
ordered  oil  steam  on,  hoping  to  be  able  to  reach  the  Fi-ench 
coast ;  but,  finding  the  steamer  fast  settling  in  the  water,  he 
hauled  down  his  colors  and  dispatched  a  boat  to  the  Kear- 
sarge to  state  that  he  had  surrendered.  In  the  meantime, 
he  lowered  the  boats  that  had  not  been  shot  away,  to  receive 
the  sick  and  wounded ;  but  before  all  could  be  got  off,  the 
stern  of  the  steamer  sunk  deep  in  the  sea,  lifting  her  bow 
into  the  air  as  though  making  a  last  eflFort  to  escape  destruc- 
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tion, — ner  mainmast  breaking  short  off  in  the  struggle — and 
then  with  one  heavy  lurch  she  went  to  the  bottom.     The 
parted  waves  closed  with  a  loud  splash  above  her  form,  as 
with  all  her  guns,  and  some  of  her  brave  defenders  she  disap- 
peared from  sight  forever.    Thus  perished  this  terror  of  the 
seas,  after  a  fight  of  only  an  hour  and  two  minutes.    Amid  the 
foam  that  tossed  above  the  spot  where  she  went  down,  ap- 
peared a  mass  of  human  heads  struggling  for  life,  and  among 
the  strong  swimmers  was  Captain  Semmes  himself.    The 
Yacht  Deerhbund  having  now  approached  within  hailing 
distance  of  the  Kearsarge,  Winslow  begged  the  Commander 
to  go  to  the  assistance  of  the  drowning  men,  as  he  had  but 
two  boats.     The  latter  did  so,  picking  up  Semmes  and  many 
of  the  crew,  and  carried  them,  together  with  the  oflScer  who 
had  surrendered  the  ship,  to  Southampton. 

Semmes  in  his  report,  by  implication,  charges  Capt. 
Winslow  with  inhumanity.  He  not  only  declares  that  he 
fired  on  him  after  he  struck  his  flag,  but  Says :  "  There  was 
no  appearance  of  any  boat  coming  to  me  from  the  enemy 
after  my  ship  went  down.  Ultimately,  the  steam  yacht 
Deerhound,  owned  by  a  gentleman  of  Lancashire,  England, 
Mr.  John  Lancaster,  who  was  himself  on  board,  steamed  up 
in  the  midst  of  my  drowning  men  and  rescued  a  number  of 
both  officers  and  men  from  the  water.  About  this  time  the 
Kearsarge  sent  one,  and  then  tardily  another." 

Now  Mr.  Lancaster,  who  was  evidently  hand  and  glove 
with  the  rebel  Commander,  contradicts  this  statement  His 
log  book  says,  "  At  htilf  past  twelve,  we  observed  the 
Alabama  to  be  disabled,  and  in  a  sinking  state.  We  imme- 
y  diately  made  toward  her,  and  in  passing  the  Kearsarge 
were  requested  to  assist  in  saving  the  Alabamans  crew.^^  And 
again,  in  a  published  letter,  he  says,  "  when  we  passed  the 
Kearsarge,  the  captain  cried  out,  '  For  God's  sake  do  what 
you  can  to  save  them.' "     It  was  unquestionably  very  morti' 
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Eying  to  Semmes  to  lose  his  ship;  but  that  is  no  reason 
^hy  he  should  endeavor  to  slander  a  gallant  opponent. 
Again  he  says,  "  the  enemy  was  heavier  than  myself,  both 
m  ship,  and  battery,  and  crew ;  but  I  did  not  know  till  the 
action  was  over  that  she  was  also  iron-clad."     This  assertion 

a 

is  not  borne  out  by  the  following  figures : 


Alalama. 

Ktarsarge. 

Length  over  all,                   220  feet. 

214  1-4 

Length  on  water  line,          210     " 

198  1-2 

Beam,                                 32     " 

33 

Depth,                                17     " 

16 

Horse  power — two  engines,  300  each, 

400  h.  p. 

Tonnage,                        1,150 

1,031 

Thus  much  as  to  the  size  and  tonnage  of  the  two  ships. 

The  armament  of  the  Alabama  was  one  seven-inch  rifle- 
gun  ;  one  eight-inch  smooth  bore  sixty-eight  pounder ;  six 
thirty-two  pounders. 

That  of  the  Kearsarge  was  two  eleven-inch  smooth  bores; 
one  thirty  pounder  rifle ;  four  thirty-two  pounders. 

It  will  be  seen  by  these  figures,  that  the  Alabama  was  the 
larger  ship,  and  had  one  more  gun  than  the  Kearsarge, 
although  the  weight  of  the  latter's  broadside  was  the  great- 
er. The  simple  truth  is,  two  more  equally  matched  ships 
could  not  well  be  found.  The  "iron  plating,"  which  Captain 
Semmes  makes  so  much  of  was  simply  some  spare  chain 
cable  hung  over  the  sides  of  the  vessel  midships,  and  boxed 
over  with  planking.  This  had  been  done  a  year  before, 
and  was  well  known  in  every  port  where  she  had  since 
touched.  Semmes  was  also  aware  of  it,  for  he  spoke  about 
it  some  days  previous  to  the  fight,  saying,  "  that  the  chains 
were  only  attached  together  with  rope-yarn,  and  would 
drop  into  the  water  when  struck  with  the  first  shot"    If 
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Capt.  Semmes  wishes  his  character  as  a  fighter  to  be  judges 
by  his  reputation  as  a  man  of  veracity,  we  fear  his  captui 
and  firing  of  helpless  merchantmen  will  furnish  his  greaU 
laurels. 

In  speaking  of  the  conduct  of  the  Deerhonnd,  CaptaijSn 
Winslow  says :  "  I  could  not  believe  that  the  commander  <       >f 
that  vessel  could  be  guilty  of  so  disgraceful  an  act  as  takicraig 
our  prisoners  off,  and,  therefore,  took  no  means  to  prerer^^t 
it."     The  act  of  Mr.  Lancaster  was  so  generally  condemn^^ 
on  both  sides  of  the  water,  that  this  gentleman  deemed       it 
incumbent  on  him  to  make  a  public  defense. 

He  says,  *'I  had  the  earnest  request  of  Captain  Winder  v 
to  rescue  as  many  of  the  men  as  were  in  the  water,  a»    I 
could  lay  hold  of,  but  that  request  was  not  coupled  with  a  ^ny 
stipulation  to  the  effect  that  I  should  deliver  up  the  rescum^ 
men  to  him  as  his  prisoners.     If  it  had  been,  I  should  hmrst 
declined  the  task,  because  I  should  have  deemed  it  dishoa- 
orable — that  is,  inconsistent  with  my  notions  of  honor — to 
lend  my  yacht  and  crew  for  the  purpose  of  rescuing  those 
brave  men  from  drowning,  only  to  hand  them  over  to  thcii 
enemies  for  imprisonment,  ill-treatment,  and,  perhaps,  e3:e- 
cution." 

Now,  there  are  several  things  to  be  noticed  in  this  curioiM 
portion  of  his  defense.     First,  a  falsehood  in  the  expression 
of  fear  that  they  might  be  delivered  over  "  to  executioD. 
The  war  had  been  going  on  for  over  two  years,  and  our  Gov- 
emment  had,  at  the  very  outset,  in  the  first  capture  of  * 
privateer,  decided  that  the  crews  of  such  vessels  should  ^ 
treated  as  prisoners  of  war.  In  the  second  place,  we  are  called 
upon  to  admire  this  gentleman's  peculiar  "  notions  of  honor, 
which  would  have  prevented  him   from  "rescuing  those 
brave  men  "  from  death,  to  hand  them  over  as  "  prisoners, 
to  a  nation,  distinguished  for  its  humane  treatment  of  the 
captured. 
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One  would  think  that  a  proper  sense  of  "  honor  "  would 
prompt  a  man  to  give  the  poor  fellows,  at  least,  the  choice 
[)f  being  rescued,  or  of  drowning.  We  are  quite  sure  the 
spent  swimmers  did  not  take  his  view  of  the  case,  as  they 
2ried  for  help,  and  struck  out  toward  the  boats.  His  logic, 
lowever,  is  more  peculiar  than  his  "  notions  of  honor,"  or  his 
reracity.  He  says  that  Captain  Winslow  accompanied  his 
"equest  to  help  save  the  sinking  crew,  ^^witJi  no  atipulaixon  to 
ie  effect  that  I  should  deliver  up  the  rescued  men  to  him  as 
prisoners."  That  is  to  say,  because  Captain  Winslow  did  not 
nrait  to  draw  up  a  contract  that  he  should  deliver  into  his 
lands  men  that  had  already  given  themselves  up  as  prisoners 
)f  war,  there  was  no  obligation  resting  on  him  to  do  so.  To 
ee  the  full  beauty  of  this  logic,  let  us  suppose  it  had  been 
property,  not  prisoners  of  war,  floating  on  the  sea;  and  Cap- 
aiii  Winslow  had  requested  the  Commander  of  the  yacht  to 
ssist  him  in  saving  it  By  Mr.  Lancaster's  code  of  morals, 
fter  he  had  loaded  his  vessel  down  with  a  choice  assort- 
Qent,  he  would  have  steered  away  for  Southampton  with 
LIS  spoils,  and  when  called  to  account  for  them,  have  replied 
hat  Captain  Winslow  made  "  no  stipulation  with  me  to  deliver 
ip  his  goods."  His  high  notions  of  honor  would  have  com- 
;>elled  him  to  keep  them — in  other  words,  turn  thief  because 
^  no  stipulation "  was  made  that  he  should  not  be  one. 

After  clearing  himself,  as  he  supposes,  from  all  blame,  by 
Jiis  extraordinary  defense,  he  says,  that  "  the  hero's  (Cap- 
tain Winslow's)  forbearance,"  for  not  bringing  him  to,  with 
%  shot,  when  making  off  with  the  prisoners,  may  be  "  imagi- 
aed  in  the  reflection  that  such  a  performance  as  that  of  Cap- 
tain Wilkes,  who  dragged  two  'enemies,*  or  'rebels,'  from 
an  English  ship,  would  not  bear  repetition."  Our  fear,  on 
the  contrary,  is,  that  such  conduct,  on  the  part  of  a  mem- 
ber of  "The  Royal  Yacht  Squadron,"  will  not  "bear  repe- 
fcitioiL"  • 
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This  novel  engagement,  in  which  such  heavy  metal  was 
thrown,  caused  much  excitement  in  Europe.    That  the  Kear- 
sarge,  without  ever  coming  nearer  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
of  her  antagonist — a  vessel  of  war  heavier,  even,  than  her- 
self— should  sink  her  in  one  hour,  was  a  warning  to  the 
English  Admiralty  which,  it  was  urged,  they  had  better  not 
disregard.    There  was  not  an  eleven-inch  gun  in  the  Englis! 
navy,  yet  the  Kearsarge  had  two^of  these,  throwing  meta 
of  two  hundred  pounds  weight.     Said  one  writer  in  th 
English  press: — 

'*  When  the  Kearsarge  was  recently  at  Cork,  the  Co 
mander  of  her  Majesty's  ship,  Hawke,  was  instructed  by  th 
Admiralty  to  report  as  to  the  construction  and  fitting  up 
the  American  cruiser,  and  more  particularly  as  to  her  arm 
ment.  He  replied  that  the  Kearsarge  had  no  more  effecti^s= — C3 
guns  than  the  ordinary  sixty-eight  pounder  of  the  Briti^^li 
navy.  The  Kearsarge  is  fitted  up  with  a  special  cont 
vance  for  raising  and  lowering  her  great  guns,  so  that  th 


may  be  mounted  on  deck,  or  kept  snugly  below,  as  occasi 
requires. 

"  It  is  a  curious  speculation  whether,  when  the  Commo^ 
der  of  the  Hawke  visited  the  vessel,  a  smart  '  Yankee  trie 
was  played  upon  him  by  this  contrivance,  or  whether 
made  an  actual  blunder  as  to  the  armament." 

Captain  Winslow  paroled  his  prisoners,  which  brought 
him  the  condemnation  of  the  Navy  Department.     In  o 
letter  to  him,  Mr.  Welles  says  that  it  is  reported,  in  the  En 
lish  papers,  that  he   "  has  paroled  the  foreign  pirates 
tured  in  the  Alabama,"  and  adds,  "  I  trust  you  have  ix^' 
committed  this  error  of  judgment."     In  another,  he  say^ 
"  in  paroling  the  prisoners,  however,  you  have  committed  • 
grave  orror." 

This  is  a  fair  specimen  of  the  wise  blunders  constant!/ 
committed  by  our  Navy  Department ;  the  head  of  which 
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cix^t-xages  with  every  Administration,  and  who  receives  his 
aE>;^>ointment  without  reference  to  his  knowledge  of  naval 
ni.^i,t;-ters,  but  solely  on  political  grounds.  A  serious  war  with 
or^^  of  the  great  maritime  nations  of  Europe,  will  work  a 
ctx^t-xnge,  we  apprehend,  in  this  respect,  and  give  us,  at  least, 
soxxxething  in  the  Navy  to  correspond  with  Lieutenant-Gen- 
in  the  Army. 

he  following  reply  of  Captain  Winslow,  exhibits  the  vast 
•ence  between  theoretical  and  practical  knowledge: — 
*•  *•  I  beg  the  Department  will  consider  the  circumstances  in 
^^xicjh  this  vessel  was  placed  at  the  termination  of  the  action 
^^it-ti  the  Alabama.  The  berth-deck,  contracted  as  it  is,  with 
u^^tifficient  storage  for  our  own  men,  wa^  covered  with  bed- 
^^=^  ^g  of  the  wounded,  the  quarter-deck  was  similarly  crowded, 
^^^<i  the  forward  part  of  the  ship,  on  the  spar-deck,  was  filled 
^^  tin  prisoners  under  guard. 

•^  ^   The  ship  was  damaged  both  in  rigging  and  hull.     A 

^^^^^  t  had  entered  the  stern-post,  raising  the  transom-frame, 

^^^^3^   binding  the  rudder  so  hard  as  to  require  four  men  at 

^^      helm.     It  was,  therefore,  important  that  an  examination 

^^^^^  Vild  be  made  of  the  damages  sustained.     On  our  arrival 

Cherbourg,  I  received  information  from  our  Consul  at 

^^'^:xdon,  that  the  Florida  was  in  the  Channel,  on  the  French 

,^^^-^t,  and,  at  the  same  time,  information  came  that  the 

^^do  was  out,  and  the  Rappahannock  was  expected  to  fol- 

J^^^V- ;  and,  in  addition  to  this,  that  the  St.  Louis  had  sailed 


^^^   Madeira. 

^'^The  Kearsarge  had  been  acting  alone  and  independ- 

^'^tly  for  the  last  nine  months,  and  I  was  not  aware  that  any 

^^  our  cruisers  had  been  ordered  in  the  Channel.    It  became, 

^^erefore,  in  my  mind,  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the 

kearsarge  should  at  once  be  put  in  a  state  to  meet  these 

'V'essels,  and  protect  our  commerce.     This  could  not  be  done 

\rith  prisoners  on  board  equaling  the  half  of  our  crew,  and 
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the  room  occupied  by  the  wounded  taken  to  the  exclusio 
of  our  own  men ;  to  have  kept  them  would  have  required 
quarter-watch  as  guards,  and  the  ship  would   have  bee^s- 
wholly  ineflFective,  as  a  man-of-war,  to  meet  this  emergency  ^ 
which  threatened. 

"Under  these  circumstances,  and  without  an  Ameria^j^jj 
vessel  in  port  by  which  any  arrangement  could  be  made  JCbr 
transh>pping  the  prisoners  outside,  I  felt  it  my  duty     to 
parole  them." 
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OUTLINE  OP  OUR  FINANCIAL  HISTORY  DURINO  THE  WAR. 

THE  first  day  of  the  month  of  July,  1864,  was  signalized 
by  an  event  in  the  political  field,  that  caused  almost  as 
much  sensation  as  the  news  of  the  proposed  invasion  of  the 
rebels.  This  was  the  announcement  of  the  resignation  of  Mr. 
Chase,  as  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 

In  a  war  of  the  magnitude  of  the  one  in  which  we  were 
engaged,  the  question  of  finance  was  really  the  vital  one ; 
for  all  knew  that  money  would  give  out  before  men  would. 
Mr.  Chase  had  never  perfected  and  carried  out  any  financial 
system  whatever ;  his  system  had  been  one  of  expedients, 
based  on  the  assumption  that  the  war  was  always  just  on  the 
eve  of  closing,  and  that  it  was  only  necessary  to  raise  money 
on  the  public  credit  to  meet  a  present  emergency.  In  short, 
the  Government  appeared,  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  very 
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much  like  a  shaky  raih-oad  company,  willing  to  mortgage 
its  present  property  and  future  prospects,  to  get  over  pres- 
ent difficulties ;  or  that  of  a  heavy  operator,  who  is  willing 
to  make  any  sacrifices,  if  he  can  only  be  tided  over  a  dan- 
gerous crisis. 

Still,  in  the  new  and  unexpected  condition  of  things,  in 
which  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  found  himself— the  sud- 
den and  frightful  call  on  the  Government  for  money,  and  in 
our  want  of  credit  in  the  foreign  market,  it  was  hard  to  see 
what  other  course  could  be  pursued.  Fabulous  sums  were 
needed  to  carry  on  the  gigantic  war  into  which  we  had 
been  forced,  and  there  seemed  no  way  to  raise  them  except 
by  the  system  of  expedients  which  was  adopted.  The  resig- 
nation of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  therefore,  in  the 
very  crisis  of  our  afiairs,  created  a  profound  sensation,  and 
various  causes  were  assigned  for  it — some  asserting  that  des- 
pair of  meeting  the  enormous  demands  of  the  Government, 
was  the  motive — others,  that  personal  disagreement  with 
the  President,  in  the  matter  of  appointments ;  others,  still, 
that  he  was  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency,  and  could  not 
support  his  successful  rival ;  and  still,  others,  that  it  was 
in  consequence  of  the  repeal  of  the  "  Gold  Bill,"  as  it  was 
called. 

Although  the  present  work  was  designed  to  be  only  a  m 
tory  of  the  more  important  military  events  of  the  war,  yet 
a  brief  account  of  the  financial  measures,  by  which  it  was 
carried  on,  seems  necessary  to  its  completeness. 

As  the  financial  policy  was  not  changed,  on  the  resig- 
nation of  Mr.  Chase,  and  Mr.  Fessenden,  who  succeeded 
him,  simply  completed  what  was  already  begun,  a  history  of 
our  finances,  under  the  former,  is  the  history  of  them  during 
the  war. 

Some  faint  idea  of  the  difficulties  that  beset  Mr.  Chase's 
path,  at  the  outset,  may  be  gathered  from  the  fact,  that  in 
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the  December  previous  to  his  inauguration  into  office,  How 
cU  Cobb,  Mr.  Buchanan's  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  put  into 
the  market  five  million  dollars  of  treasury  notes,  payable 
in  one  year,  and  received  bids  for  only  a  half  a  million,  at 
twelve  per  cent 

If  such  was  the  credit  of  the  Government,  and  such  the 
difficulty  in  raising  a  small  sum  of  money  when  war  was 
threatened,  one  can  imagine  the  prospect  before  the  new 
Secretary,  when  war,  the  end  of  which  no  one  could  see,  had 
actually  commenced,  and  when,  according  to  his  own  esti- 
mate, not  five  millions  of  dollars,  but  three  hundred  and  nine- 
teen millions,  would  be  needed  the  first  yeai  to  meet  the 
wants  of  the  Government. 

Congress,  which  adjourned  the  first  week  in  August,  1861, 
passed  an  act  authorizing  him  to  borrow  two  hundred  and 
fifty  million  dollars  by  the  issue  of  bonds  not  to  be  redeemed 
for  twenty  years,  and  bearing  a  no  greater  interest  than 
seven  per  cent. ;  also  to  issue  fifty  million  dollars  in  seven 
and  three-tenths  per  cent,  treasury  notes,  payable  in  three 
years,  and  of  United  States  notes  without  interest,  and  paya- 
ble on  demand.  A  direct  tax  of  twenty  million  dollars  was 
ilso  ordered  to  be  levied — while  the  customs  were  increased 
Df  this,  one  hundred  and  eighty  million  dollars  were  appro- 
»iated  to  the  Army,  thirty  millions  to  the  Navy,  and  three 
millions  to  purchase  and  hire  vessels. 

It  was  an  easy  matter  to  authorize  the  Secretary  to  bor- 
row money  by  the  issue  of  interest-bearing  bonds,  and 
.reasury  demand  notes,  but  it  was  another  thing  to  find 
enders.  If  it  had  been  a  foreign  war  in  which  we  were 
engaged,  we  could  have  borrowed  an  unlimited  amount  of 
3ioney  abroad;  but,  in  a  war,  which,  in  the  eyes  of  other 
nations  would  end  in  the  total  disruption  of  the  Govern- 
ment, not  a  dollar  could  be  obtained.  It  must  be  raised  at 
home  or  not  at  all,  and  obviously,  to  obtain  the  enormous 
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sums  that  would  be  needed,  the  only  course  to  be  pursti^^^ 
was   the  one  adopted  by  the   Emperor  of  France, — vig""  t: 
make  it  a  people's  loan,  by  distributing  it  in  small  sums  ov^     er 
the  entire  country.     This  could  be  done  only  through  agei  -an- 
cles established  at  every  important  point,  to  receive  subscri£_  -ip- 
tions.     But  it  would  take  some  time  to  get  the  machinei^criy 
in  complete  working  order  and  prepare  the  Seven  and  thre 
tenths  treasury  notea     In  the  meantime  money  wa^  neede« 
and  the  Secretary  therefore  resorted  to  a  temporary  loan 
five  million  dollars  for  sixty  days,  giving  the  Twenty-y^ 
bonds  as  collateral  security.     This  was  taken  up  in  a  fe 
hours  in  New  York.     He  then  visited  the  three  great  coe"  -•m* 
mercial  cities  on  our  Northern  sea-board —  Philadelphia,  N^^  ew 
York  and   Boston — and  after  a  frank  interview  with  t^Bthe 
heavy  capitalists,  succeeded  in  getting  the  Banks  to  take  firr  -ifty 
million  dollars  of  the  Seven-thirties  at  par ;  of  which  N-^   ^ew 
York  alone  took  more  than  two-thirds.     It  was  left  optioc^  -^nal 
with  the  Banks  to  take  two  more  issues  to  the  same  amou^KiDt 

The  various  agencies  established  were  very  successful,  ^  so 
that  thirty-eight  millions  of  the  fifty  millions  of  dollars  w-  — ere 
taken  up.  The  Banks  then  took  the  second  issue  of  fi^Bfty 
million  dollars,  bearing  date  October  1st,  1861.  In  "  the 
meantime  the  demand  notes,  as  they  were  called,  were  y  p^* 
in  circulation,  and  a  vast  amount  of  State  loans  thrown  u^^>on 
the  market,  which  so  diverted  the  investment  by  the  peo^^pJ^ 
in  the  treasury  notes  that  the  Banks  refused  to  take  ^^ 
third  issue  of  fifty  million  dollars,  preferring  the  Twenr=itj- 
years'  six  per  cent,  stock  at  a  discount,  that  made  it  equi^Snh 
lent  to  a  seven  per  cent,  stock  at  par. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1862,  only  a  little  over  fifty  r:^Bi/» 
lion  dollars  of  the  treasury  notes  had  been  subscribed  ^^^> 
outside  of  the  Banks,  while  twenty-four  million  dollars     o^ 
demand  notes  had  been  issued,  and  fifty  millions  of  Twen^- 
years'  stock — though  this  sum  had  not  been  realized.   Tw 
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years^  six  per  cent,  notes  to  the  amount  of  fourteen  million, 
nineteen  thousand,  three  hundred  and  forty  dollars  and  sixty^ 
six  cents  had  also  been  issued,  and  nearly  thirteen  million 
dollars  had  been  borrowed  on  sixty  days  six  per  cent,  notes — 
making  in  all  one  hundred  and  ninety-seven  million,  two 
hundred  and  forty-two  thousand,  five  hundred  and  eighty- 
eight  dollars  and  fourteen  cents. 

The  tax  of  twenty  million  dollars  gave  us  no  revenue.. 
It  was  apportioned  to  the  several  States,  but  of  course  was 
ooUectible   only  in  the  loyal  ones ;  and  in  most  cases  as  the 
amount  they  had  already  furnished  in  equipping  the  national 
txoops  equaled  the  amount  of  the  tax,  they  were  given  credit 
Cor  it,  so   that  the  only  effect  of  the  tax  was  to  pay  a  debt 
■^rhich  might  have  been  deferred.     In  the  firm  belief  that 
^he  war  would  be  a  short  one,  the  Government  had  ex- 
j)euded  its  wealth  with  an  extravagance  never  before  wit- 
'Xiessed  in  any  nation,  and  which,  if  persisted  in  for  any 
length  of  time,  whatever  other  national  resources  we  might 
3)ossess,  threatened  to  end  the  war  by  national  bankruptcy. 
In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1862,  fifty  million  dollars 
of  paper  money  had  been  set  afloat,  redeemable  in  coin, 
and  receivable  for  customs.     Government  stocks  were  at 
a  discount,  and  in  the  general  panic  and  upheaving,  the 
Banks,  utterly  indifferent  to  the  laws  under  which  they  had 
been  organized,  suspended  specie  payment,  and  yet  went  on 
doing  business  as  before.     The  increase  of  the  army,  and  the 
lavish  expenditures  had  raised  the  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  about  two  million  dollars  per  day ;  and  yet  the  first 
step  had  not  yet  been  struck  toward  putting  down  the  re- 
bellion.    The  Army  of  the  Potomac  lay  in  front  of  Washing- 
ton— the  Mississippi  was  closed  nearly  up  to  the  Ohio,  and  the 
lines  of  the  enemy,  with  scarcely  a  break,  extended  along  the 
southern  border  of  the  Northern  States  from  Missouri  to  the 
Atlantia 
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The  financial  prospect  under   these   circumstances  wi 
appalling,  and  the  question,  "  Where  is  all  the  money  needeu- 
to  come  from  ?  "  was  one  which  might  well  stagger  any  Sec 
retaiy  of  the  Treasury.     Congress  might  authorize  loans,  bu'     -  ^ 
who  would  take  them,  unless  they  could  see  some  certaii 
method  adopted  by  which  the  interest  would  be  paid.    Direcl 
taxation  to  the  amount  needed  was  not  to  be  thought  of,  foi 
the  Constitution  required  that  a  direct  tax  should  be  lai( 
according  to  population,  which,  as  between  the  Eastern  an( 
Western  States  would  be  grossly  unjust.     It  was  very  plaij 
to  men  familiar  with  the  firftincialr  history  of  Governmeni 
that  we  must  fall  back  on  some  system  of  internal  taxatioi 
But  the  excise  laws  of  England  were  odious  to  our  people 
and  regarded  as  fit  only  for  an  oppressive  Government,  an< 
hence  the  party  in  power  feared  to  enact  them,  lest  it  should 
be  overthrown  in  the  next  election.     Besides,  the  perfe 
tion  of  a  system  of  internal  revenue  required  time,  w] 
the  Government  was  in  pressing  need  of  money,  for  it  wj 
heavily  in  arrears,  both  to  the  army  and  to  contractors. 

Still  hugging  the  miserable  delusion  that  the  war  woul 
be  over  in  a  few  months,  Congress  cast  about  for  some  wj 
to  raise  enough  for  immediate  wants,  thinking  that  if  thi 
were  once  met,  the  danger  would  be  over,  and  then  the  Go^ 
emment  could  gather  up  the  raveled  ends  of  its  financii 
schemes,  and  once  more  bring  order  out  of  chaos. 

The  only  method  of  immediate  relief,  therefore,  seeme 
to  be  the  issue  of  paper  money — the  last  desperate  resort  o 
Governments  on  the  verge  of  bankruptcy.     So  in  the  last  o: 
February  the  Secretary  was  authorized  to  issue  one  hundrei 
and  fifty  millions  of  dollars  in  notes,  in  such  denomination^^ 
as  he  chose,  down  to  five  dollars.     But  knowing  that  papei 
money  depreciated  just  in  proportion  to  the  amount  issued^ 
Congress  saw  that  the  public  loan  would  not  be  taken  if  th^ 
interest  was  payable  in  paper,  for  a  seven  per  cent  stock 
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flit  Actually  turn  out  by  this  depreciation  to  be  worth  no 
re  than  an  ordinary  two  or  three  per  cent  stock,  and  it 
re  fore  enacted  that  the  interest  on  the  public  debt  should 
paid  in  coin.  This,  of  course  furnished  a  strong  inducement 
nvest  in  public  securities,  for  the  more  paper  depreciated 

higher  coin  would  go,  and  hence  the  higher  the  rate  of 
irest  would  be.     But  the  next  question  was,  "  Where  shall 

Government  get  this  coin  ?  "  To  go  into  the  market  and 
T  it,  would  stimulate  speculation  so  that  it  could  be  ob- 
led  only  at  ruinous  rates.  It  was  therefore  decreed  that  all 
toms  should  be  paid  in  coin.  This  was  in  effect  enacting 
-r  again  the  old  protective  tariflf;  for  importers  being 
apelled  to  go  into  market  and  buy  their  gold,  its  rise 
aid  be  inevitable.  Practically,  therefore,  the  duties 
aid  be  increased  indefinitely,  causing  a  corresponding 
^  in  the  price  of  goods.  This  of  course  would  stimulate 
ae  manufacture.  As  from  the  embargo  of  1812,  and  the 
tective  tariflf  afterward.  New  England  was  made  a  manu- 
'Uring  country,  so  now,  by  this  practically  high  tariflF  all 

machinery  was  set  in  full  motion. 
Another  ingenious  device  was  adopted  for  obtaining 
^«y  for  present  use.  The  war  had  locked  up  a  vast 
>\int  of  wealth  ordinarily  invested  in  trade.  But  the 
tiers,  like  every  body  else,  believed  the  war  was  to  be  a 
t^t  one,  and  therefore  preferred  that  their  capital  should 
i^file  for  a  while,  so  that  with  peace  it  could  be  employed 
in  in  the  more  remunerative  way  of  trade  and  commerce, 
c^  by  being  invested  in  Government  securities  at  a  fixed 
^  of  interest  To  get  hold  of  this,  the  Secretary  of  the 
■^isury  was  authorized  to  receive  twenty-five  million  dollars 
deposit  to  be  paid  on  ten  days'  notice,  and  to  bear  interest 
the  rate  of  five  per  cent,  per  annum,  payable  in  gold. 
^  bait  took,  and  the  whole  amount  was  so  quickly  taken, 
•t  Congress  authorized  the  reception  of  one  hundred  mil* 
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lion  dollars,  interest  payable  in  paper.     Fruitful  in  all  kim^c 
of  shifts,  it  also  authorized  the  Secretary  to  issue  certifier  ie^ 
of  indebtedness  to  the  public  creditors,  bearing  interest  of 
six  per  cent. — ^at  first  payable  in  gold,  but  afterward  k 
paper.  * 

The  Department  had  had  for  use  during  the  year,  two  hnn- 
dred  and  thirty-five  million  dollars — all  but  ten  millioDs 
granted  by  the  tariff  law — being  in  seven  and  three-tenths 
three  years'  bonds,  legal  tender,  and  certificates  of  deposit 
It  had  besides,  one  year  six  per  cent  certificates  to  issue  to 
any  amount  it  chose. 

The  debt  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year,  as  ascertabed, 
was  five  huadred  and  fourteen  million,  two  hundred  and 
eleven  thousand,  three  hundred  and  seventy-one  dollare, 
while  gold  was  at  ten  per  cent,  premium.  There  should  be 
added  to  this,  however,  probably  over  a  million  dollars  of 
arrears  not  yet  audited.  On  this  debt,  twenty-two  million  dol- 
lars of  interest  in  gold  was  to  be  paid.  It  had  now  become 
very  evident  that  the  war  was  not  to  be  terminated  speed- 
ily, and  hence  that  these  various  expedients  to  raise  money 
for  present  emergencies  would  not  answer.  No  matter  how 
unpopular  a  system  of  internal  taxation  might  be  for  the 
party  in  power,  it  must  be  resorted  to  or  the  war  be  aban- 
doned for  want  of  means  to  carry  it  on.  Congress  therefore 
resolved  to  pass  an  excise  kw  that  should  tax  the  entire 
industry  of  the  country,  and  levy  a  tax  on  all  incomes  oTcr 
six  hundred  dollars.  We  had  taunted  England  with  her 
oppressive  taxation,  saying  that  the  poor  man  was  taxed 
even  for  the  light  of  heaven,  and  after  his  eyes  had  dosed 
on  that  light  forever,  the  very  nails  in  his  cofiin  were  taxed, 
little  dreaming  that  our  boasted  Republic  would  so  soon  fd" 
low  her  example. 

But  there  was  no  help  for  it.     Under  this  law  stamp^^- 
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ties  were  to  be  paid  on  all  transactions  and  legal  demands, 
and  a  three  per  cent,  tax  on  all  manufactures. 

Such  a  law  was  something  entirely  new  to  our  legislators, 
and  it  required  time  to  perfect  it — besides,  the  income  tax 
was  not  to  be  collected  till  June  of  1863.  In  the  meantime, 
money  must  be  had,  for  the  Secretary  had  estimated  that 
the  expenditures,  for  the  fiscal  year  of  1863,  would  be  six 
hundred  and  ninety-three  million,  three  hundred  and  for- 
ty-six thousand,  three  hundred  and  twenty-one  dollars, 
independent  of  the  public  debt  of  ninety-five  million,  two 
hundred  and  twelve  thousand,  four  hundred  and  fifty-six 
dollars. 

This,  however,  was  an  under-estimate,  for  the  military 
necessity,  which  soon  after  required  the  calling  out  of  six 
hundred  thousand  men,  swelled  these  expenditures  so  that 
Congress,  instead  of  making  an  appropriation  to  meet  the 
Secretary's  estimate  of  nearly  seven  hundred  million  dollars, 
made  one  of  eight  hundred  and  eighty-two  million,  two 
hundred  and  thirty-eight  thousand,  and  eight  hundred  dol- 
lars. To  raise  this  amount,  it  authorized  the  issue  of  five 
hundred  million  dollars  of  six  per  cent,  stock,  redeemable  in 
five  to  twenty  years,  and  also  an  issue  of  notes  for  one  hun- 
dred million  dollars,  which  could  be  exchanged  at  par  for 
the  stock,  making  in  all  seven  hundred  million  dollars.  To 
make  up  the  balance,  the  Secretary  was  empowered  to  issue 
fractional  notes,  under  a  dollar,  to  any  amount. 

This,  apparently,  reckless  issue  of  Government  paper,  cre- 
ated general  distrust,  and  gold,  which  only  reached,  the  year 
before  at  any  one  time,  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  and  one- 
half  per  cent.,  touched,  this  year,  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
two  and  one-half  per  cent.  To  keep  up  the  public  credit,  it 
was  ordered  that  the  Five-twenty  bonds  should  not  be  sold 
at  less  than  market  value,  while  the  holders  of  Government 
notes  were  allowed  to  exchange  them  for  the  bonds  at  par. 
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When  Congress  again  met,  the  debt  was  stated  to  amom^  :3j 
to  fourteen  hundred  million  dollars,  without  computing  t-'X^ 
enormous  arrears  that  could  only  be  guessed  at,  and  whi^|| 
somehow  must  be  met.      In  the  beginning  of  the  act\jj] 
year  the  Secretary  was  authorized  to  issue  one  hundred  ixxU. 
lion  dollars  of  paper  money,  in  order  to  meet  the  present 
obligations  of  the  Government.     He  now  asked  Congress  to 
amend  the  law  respecting  the  sale  of  the  Five-twenty  bondsi 
fixing  July  as  the  limit,  beyond  which  Government  notes 
could  not  be  converted  into  them  at  par.     A  law  was  also 
passed  authorizing  five  hundred  miUion  dollars  six  per  cent 
stock  to  be  issued,  redeemable  within  forty  years,  but  not 
till  after  ten — also,  the  issue  of  four  hundred  million  dollars 
of  notes,  as  low  as  ten  dollars,  to  be  legal  tenders,  bearing 
six  per  cent,  interest  in  paper,  and  redeemable  in  three  years. 
To  these  were  added  one  hundred  and  fifty  million  dollars 
more,  into  which  the  smaller  interest-bearing  notes  could  be 
converted. 

The  unbounded  license  given  to  the  Secretary  to  issue 
fractional  paper  currency  was  now  taken  away,  and  the 
amount  fixed  at  fifty  million  dollars. 

This  enormous  issue  of  paper  bewildered  the  public,  and 
it  seemed  as  though  nothing  short  of  a  miracle  could  save 
^the  nation  from  hopeless  bankruptcy.  Abroad,  there  was 
not  the  slightest  doubt  that  we  were  rushing  headlong  into 
financial  ruin. 

Another  law  was  passed  which  caused  great  excitement, 
completely  revolutionizing  the  whole  banking  system  of  the 
country.  This  was  the  National  Banking  Law,  authorizing 
Banks,  in  all  the  States,  secured  in  Government  stocks,  to 
circulate  notes  redeemable  in  Government  paper.  Tliis  cir- 
culation was  limited  to  three  hundred  millions  of  dollars, 
based  on  the  same  amount  of  Government  securities.  But 
there  were  already  more  Banks  in  the  country  than  the  wants 
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the  community  required,  and  it  was  plain  that  these  must 
converted  into  National  Banks,  or  be  killed,  or  the  sys- 
1  would  fail  of  success.  The  change  could  be  easily  made, 
it  was  only  necessary  to  change  the  securities  which  they 
d  into  Government  securities. 

But  many  of  the  States  preferred  their  own  banking  sys- 
a,  especially  the' great  State  of  New  York,  which  compel- 
.  its  Banks,  in  the  main,  to  be  secured  by  the  State  stocks. 
had  so  perfected  its  banking  system,  that  should  every 
Qk  in  the  State  fail,  its  notes  would  be  redeemed  dollar 
dollar.  Besides,  by  making  its  own  stock  the  basis  of 
iking,  it  enhanced  the  value  of  it,  so  that  whenever  it 
jhed  to  make  a  loan,  the  Banks  not  only  took  all  the  stock 
th  avidity,  but  the  competition  was  so  great  to  secure  it, 
Lt  it  was  always  at  a  large  premium — its  six  per  cent. 
ck,  having  a  long  time  to  run,  going,  in  some  instances, 
high  as  seventeen  per  cent,  above  par.  Thus  its  bank- 
r  system  not  only  made  loans  easy,  but  caused  them  to 
taken  at  a  premium  that  materially  lessened  the  inter- 
To  change  it,  therefore,  was  to  depreciate  at  once 
3  value  of  its  own  securities.  This  depreciation  would, 
o,  cause  a  great  loss  to  the  Banks,  for  the  stocks  held  by 
2m  could  not  bring,  in  the  market,  the  prices  they  had 
id  for  them.  Hence,  in  every  way  the  law  was  distasteful 
the  State. 

To  force  the  State  Banks  to  change  into  National  Banks, 
►ngress  passed  a  law  taxing  their  notes  ten  per  cent.  As 
had  long  ago  been  decided  that  Government  securities 
jre  not  taxable,  the  States  could  not  retaliate  by  tax- 
y  the  National  Banks — at  least,  it  was  very  questicnable 
lether  any  State  legislation  could  offset  this  discrimination 
ainst  the  State  Banks,  and  so  the  latter  gradually  con- 
rted  themselves  into  National  Banks.     This,  of  course^ 
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required  the  absorption  of  a  large  amount  of  Government 
securities. 

But,  independent  of  its  being  a  present  benefit,  this  sys- 
tem, if  let  alone  by  new  administrations,  will  be  a  lasting 
one,  by  giving  us  a  uniform  currency  throughout  the  coun- 
try ;  a  desideratum  acknowledged  by  every  business  man. 

Under  the  agencies  and  commissions  authorized  by  the 
Treasury  Department,  the  sale  of  the  Five-twenties  vent 
briskly  on,  and  the  Secretary  extended  the  limit  in  order  to 
dispose  of  the  whole.  The  deposits  on  five  per  cent  cer- 
tificates filled  up  the  limit  of  one  hundred  millions  of  dollais, 
so  that  for  the  last  three  months  of  the  fiscal  year,  ending 
with  June,  the  Treasury  was  well  supplied. 

Gold  fell  nearly  a  half,  goods  went  down,  and  in  the  very 
midst  of  our  troubles,  everything  seemed  about  to  revive. 
At  its  close  the  debt  was  one  thousand  and  ninety-eight 
million,  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three  thousand,  one 
hundred  and  eighty-one  dollars,  without  reckoning  in  the 
arrears,  amounting  probably  to  two  hundred  millions  more. 
The  interest  on  the  funded  debt  was  forty-two  miUion,  two 
hundred  and  seventy-eight  thousand  and  two  dollars,  and 
seventy-three  cents.  Unfunded,  one  hundred  and  eighty 
millions  of  dollars. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year  of  1864,  there  were 
over  four  hundred  and  eleven  million  dollars  of  outstanding 
legal  tender  money.  The  constant  forcing  of  paper  issneson 
the  market  depreciated  necessarily  its  value,  and  again  raised 
the  price  of  gold.  Still  the  financial  resources  of  the  conntiy 
had  been  developed  in  a  manner  that  astonished  the  most 
hopeful,  showing  an  amount  of  available  wealth  nevff 
•dreamed  of  before.  Our  unparalleled  prosperity  for  8t) 
many  years  had  induced  an  extravagant,  expensive  mode  rf 
living,  so  that  the  extraction  of  these  vast  sums  from  th« 


EXPENDITURES.  445 

people  produced  comparatively  little  suffering — it  demanded 
only  the  practice  of  a  wholesome  economy. 

The  total  revenue  from  all  sources  this  fiscal  year  was 
one  hundred  and  eleven  million,  three  hundred  and  ninety- 
nine  thousand,  seven  hundred  and  sixty-six  dollars.     Added 
to  this,  we  borrowed  seven  hundred  and  seventy -six  million, 
six  hundred  and  eighty-two  thousand,  three  hundred  and 
sixty-one  dollars ;  making  in  all  eight  hundred  and  eighty- 
eight    million,    eighty-two    thousand,    one    hundred    and 
twenty-eight  dollars  with  which  to  meet  an  expenditure  of 
eight  hundred  and  ninety-five  million,  seven  hundred  and 
ainety-six    thousand,  six    hundred  and  thirty  dollars.     It 
was  impossible  to  estimate  very  closely  the  expenditures  of 
khe  year  1864,  for  the  constant  depreciation  of  paper  brought 
up  the  price  of  every  thing  the  Government  would  have  to 
buy.     It  was  plain  that  the  taxes  would  not  meet  it,  and 
therefore  the  Government  must  go  on  borrowing.     The  Sec- 
retary stopped  in  January  the  sale  of  the  Five-twenty  bonds. 
Having  previously  issued  fifteen  million  dollars  more  of  legal 
tender  notes,  he  now,  with  the  stoppage  of  the  sale  of  these 
bonds  issued  one  hundred  and  fifty  million  dollars  more  of 
these  notes,  bearing  interest. 

In  the  meantime,  the  amount  of  customs  largely  exceeded 
the  estimate,  so  that  after  paying  the  interest  on  the  public 
flebt  a  surplus  of  gold  was  left,  which  by  law  was  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  purchase  of  one  per  cent,  of  the  public  debt  as 
n  sinking  fund. 

This  whole  surplus  was  eventually  sold  in  the  market,  and 
the  premium  obtained  credited  to  the  Government.  It  seem^ 
ed  a  very  discreditable  thing  for  the  Government  to  go  into 
the  market  to  speculate  on  its  own  depreciated  paper,  but 
the  object  was  to  bring  down  the  price  of  gold,  which  spec- 
ulators were  forcing  up  to  a  ruinous  rate.  But  the  most 
remarkable  effort  to  bring  down  the  price  of  gold  this  year, 
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remarkable  from  the  enormous  advance  it  produced,  waft 
what  was  called  the  "  Gold  Bill."     Congress  having  passed  * 
resolution  increasing  the  duties  on  imported  goods  fifty  p^"^ 
cent.,  for  sixty  days,  to  take  efiect  on  the  28th  of  Apri^i 
large  entries  of  goods  were  made,  which   increased  tb^  ^ 
demand  for  gold,  and  hence  caused  it  to  advance  in  pri 
To  stop  its  farther  advance,  the  "  Gold  Bill "  was  concocte 
which  forbade  any  one  to  sell  exchange  for  specie  at  mor — ^ 
than  ten  days  time,  and  no  where  except  over  the  countc^r 
of  the  individual  banker.     This  law  was  odious  not  only 
infringing  on  personal  rights,  but  it  crippled  bankers,  W 
making  them  afraid  to  act  as  their  business  relations  r 
quired.     It  besides,  exposed  them  to  informers,  who  we 
ready  to  make  comjijaints  on  any  pretense,  as  half  the  fi 
would  go  to  them.     Moreover,  the  short  term  fixed  by  t 
law  for  which  a  contract  for  exchange  might  run,  interfer 
sadly  with  the  ordinary  shipping  business  done  in  New  Yo 
for  the  West.     Fifteen  or  sixteen  days  were  required 
complete   arrangements  between  even  Chicago  and  N 
York,  hence  foreign  exchanges  were  at  a  dead  stand-stL 
If,  for  instance,  certified  checks  could  not  be  used,  it 
difficult  to  see  how  ordinary  business  could  be  carried 
It  is  true  that  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  finally  gave  it 
his  opinion  that  the  Act  did  not  require  the  "  formal  del 
ery  of  the  notes  in  currency  by  the  buyer  to  the  seller," 
the  amount  of  gold  or  bullion  purchased  on  the  day  in  whi 
the  contract  was  made,  but  that  a  bona-fide  check  for  tti^ 
amount  in  United  States  notes  or  currency  was  valid  pot^' 
ment,  and  also,  that  although  the  law  "prohibits  contracts  A?^ 
the  purchase  or  sale  and   delivery  of  foreign  exchange 
except  on  conditions  of  immediate  payment  in  full  of  tb^ 
agreed  price  thereof  on  the  day  of  delivery  in  United  States 
notes,  or  national  currency,"  yet,  "that  a  payment  foreX- 
ehange  in  gold  coin  of  the  United  States  was  a  legal  and 
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alid  payment;"  thus  relieving  bankers  from  their  greatest 
sars.  Still  gold  went  steadily  up,  till  at  the  close  of  the 
iscal  year  it  stood  at  two  Jmndred  and  ninety.  On  the  last 
lay  of  the  fiscal  year  this  absurd  bill  was  repealed,  and  the 
^ame  day  Mr.  Chase  resigned  and  Mr.  Fessenden  took  his 
>lace. 

The  total  receipts  of  this  year,  from  receipts  of  customs, 
ans,  taxes  and  every  source,  were  two  hundred  and  sixty 
!llion,  six  hundred  and  thirty-two  thousand,  seven  hundred 
d  fifty-seven  dollars,  while  the  expenses,  and  interest  on 
s  debt,  amounted  to  eight  hundred  and  sixty-five  million, 
>  hundred  and  thirty-four  thousand  and  eighty-seven  dol- 
*•  The  revenue,  therefore,  fell  short  six  hundred  and 
IT"  million,  six  hundred  and  one  thousand,  three  hundred 
L  seventy  dollars  of  meeting  the  expenditures.  This 
TTnous  balance  was  borrowed  as  we  have  seen,  on  bonds  of 
ious  kinds,  notes,  certificates  of  indebtedness,  fractional 
ency,  &c.,  the  whole  amount  so  borrowed  being  seven  hun- 
and  thirty  million,  six  hundred  and  forty  two  thousand, 
hundred  and  ten  dollars  and  ninety -seven  cents;  of 
i^Kjh,  one  hundred  and  twelve  million,  five  hundred  and 
-:iity-seven  thousand,  five  hundred  and  twenty-six  dollars 
^-  five  cents  were  expended  in  repayment  of  the  public 
^t,  leaving  over  six  hundred  and  eighteen  millions  to  be 
t^lied  to  the  expenditures.  The  receipts  from  customs 
^^  year,  reached  the  large  sum  of  one  hundred  and  two 
Ulion,  three  hundred  and  sixteen  thousand,  one  hundred 
^d  fifty-three  dollars,  while  the  interest  to  be  paid  in  coin 
""as  only  fifty-three  million,  six  hundred  and  eighty-five 
bousand,  four  hundred  and  twenty-one  dollars,  leaving  over 
orty-eight  and  a  half  millions  in  gold  in  the  public  treasury, 
rhich,  as  we  previously  stated,  was  sold,  and  a  premium  of 
ver  nineteen  million  dollars  obtained,  and  put  down  as 
liscellaneous  receipts. 
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When,  in  1864  Mr.  Fessenden  came  into  office,  he  found 
as  we  have  seen,  the  Government  paper  worth  only  thirty- 
five  cents  on  the  dollar,  with  customs  falling  off.   But  the  tax 
law  had  been  revised  and  now  promised  to  furnish  a  larger 
amount  of  money  than  before,  while  a  five  per  cent,  extra 
income  tax  was  levied  on  the  incomes  of  the  year  before, 
which  of  course  would  increase  the  amount  of  revenues. 
There  were  nearly  nineteen  million  dollars  in  the  Treasury, 
when  he  accepted  the  office  of  Secretary,  while  under  laws 
previously  passed,  he  had  a  right  to  borrow,  first,  thirty-two 
million,  four  hundred  and  fifty-nine  thousand,  seven  hundre 
dollars — that    portion  of  the  seventy-five  million    dollara 
advertised  before  the  close  of  the^  former  fiscal  year,  an 
which  had  not  been  awarded  to  bidders — and  also  one  hu 
dred  and   twenty-seven  million,   six  hundred  and    thre 
thousand,  five  hundred  and  twenty  dollars,   the   amou 
which  had  not  been  subscribed  for,  and  paid  under  the  A 
of  March  3d,  1864,  besides  four  hundred  million  dollar 
under  an  Act  passed  the  last  day  of  the  fiscal  year.     A  littl 
over  sixty-two  million  dollars  of  treasury  notes  had  been  r- 
deemed  and  canceled,  which  he  had  authority  to  replacz 


so  that  altogether  the  available  resources  in  the  hands 
the  new  Secretary  amounted  to  six  hundred  and  forty-(v 
million,  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven  thousand,  two  hi 
dred  and  thirteen  dollars  and  seventy-one  centa     Of  cou: 
he  could  not  do  otherwise  than  follow  on  in  the  track  of 
predecessor. 

Our  bonds  now  began  to  sell  abroad,  which  obviated  v* 
much  the  issue  of  legal  tender  notes. 

Mr.  Fessenden  continued  in  office  until  March,  1865,  w 
the  war  was  drawing  to  a  close,  at  which  time  the  pu 
debt  was  twenty-four  hundred  and  twenty-three  milli 
four  hundred  and  thirty-seven  thousand  and  one  dollcuv 
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Ct  had  increased  at  the  rate  of  two  and  a  half  million  dollars 
%  day  since  he  took  charge  of  the  Treasury  Department. 

From  what  revenues  we  are  to  establish  a  sinking  fund  to 
my  off  this  enormous  debt,  it  does  not  yet  appear.  Of  course 
when  the  tax  for  paying  the  interest,  now  levied  on  the 
^orth,  shall  be  distributed  in  proper  proportion  over  the 
South,  the  burden  will  be  lightened ;  but  this  generation, 
we  fear,  will  look  in  vain  for  any  material  diminution  of  the 
iebt  Still,  returning  prosperity  may  develop  resources  of 
which  we  are  now  ignorant 
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ALTHOUGH  the  months  of  May  and  June,  both  VTe^^^ 
and  East,  had  been  crowded  with  events  of  a  mag'H^' 
tude  and  national  interest,  hitherto  unknown  in  our  history, 
yet  the  month  of  July  saw  Washington  in  a  state  of  excite- 
ment scarcely  equaled  since  the  disastrous  battle  of  Bu// 
Run  in  July,  1861 ;  while  in  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania 
the  alarm  and  consternation  of  the  year  before,  on  the  inva- 
sion of  Lee,  were  repeated  over  again. 

The  disappearance  of  Hunter  from  the  Valley  of  the  Shen- 
andoah, as  before  remarked,  was  the  signal  for  a  new  inva- 
sion of  Maryland.     On  the  2nd,  it  was  announced  that  the 
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J  my  was  approaching  Martinsburg,  on  his  way  to  the  Po- 
lac.  On  the  3rd,  Sigel,  in  command  there,  retreated 
Dss  the  river,  at  Shepardstown,  with  his  immense  trains, 
L  Weber,  in  command  of  Harper's  Ferry,  also  crossed  over 
L  occupied  Maryland  Heights.    Frederick  City  was  thrown 

>  consternation,  the  public  stores  were  removed,  and  the 
^ets  thronged  with  people  bearing  their  goods  with  them, 
ing  to  a  place  of  safety.  On  the  6th,  Hagerstown  was 
lipied  by  the  enemy,  who  was  found  not  ts  be  on  a  mere 
1,  for  his  force  was  altogether  too  large  for  such  a  pur- 
^.  The  roads  were  now  thronged  with  refugees,  some 
X  vehicles  of  every  kind  pressed  into  service,  to  carry 
x:^ little  possessions  toward  Baltimore;  others,  on  foot, 
^xng  their  cattle  before  them — all  filled  with  terror,  and 
^^lating  the  most  extravagant  reports  of  the  number  and 

>  d-thirstiness  of  the  enemy.  The  region  around  Hagers- 
^^  became  depopulated,  and  a  universal  hegira  of  the 
^\)itauts  seemed  about  to  take  place. 

laere  were  no  troops,  or  scarcely  none,  to  oppose  this  sud- 

invasion.    The  enormous  losses  of  Grant  had  caused  him 

-^11  forward  the  troops  in  the  neighborhood  of  Washing- 

^nd  Baltimore,  even  in  the  garrisons  over  the  Potomac ; 
^  Early,  for  the  time  being,  had  a  clear  field.  On  the  6th, 
Xiioved  a  strong  column  toward  Frederick  City.  General 
^llace,  with  Rickett's  division,  and  such  troops  as  he  could 
ther,  most  of  them  new  and  undisciplined,  moved  out' 
iin  Baltimore  to  arrest  his  progress,  and  met  him  in  force, 
1  the  Monocacy,  near  where  the  railroad  bridge  crosses  it, 
id  gave  him  battle.  After  a  severe  loss,  Wallacfe  was  com- 
jUed  to  retreat. 

In  the  meantime,  the  President  had  called  on  New  York, 
assachusetts,  and  Pennsylvania,  for  their  quotas  of  militia, 
d  the  scenes  of  the  Summer  previous  were  enacted  over 
;ain.     Railroads  and  ste^^mboats  groaned  under  the  weight 
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of  troops  hurrying  on  toward  Washington,  and  it  was  fearec^^  ^ 
by  many  that  the  consternation  there  would  compel  the  Presiic:^- 
dent  to  demand  the  presence  of  Grant's  army  around  th^  .^e 
National  Capital,  and  the  war  once  more  be  transferred  tc^do 
the  neighborhood  of  the  Potomac. 

The  Mayor  of  Baltimore  called  on  the  citizens  to  man  th^  .^le 
fortifications,  as  the  enemy  was  maBching  on  the  city.  *'  Com^^^ne 
as  leagues,  or  come  in  military  companies,  only  come  ir^^jn 
crowds,  and  c#ne  quickly,"  he  said,  and  the  drum  and  fi^  ^fe 
rang  through  the  streets,  to  call  out  volunteers  to  meet  thcrfte 
pressing  danger.  Fortunately,  immediately  after  the  failuiKr^are 
of  the  Red  River  expedition.  Grant  had  ordered  home  th^"^he 
Nineteenth  Army  Corps,  which  now  began  to  arrive  at 

Hampton  Roads,  and  was  immediately  hurried  on  to  Wa^st^- 
ington.     Hunter,  the  Commander  of  the  Shenandoah  Depi 
ment,  with  his  army,  being  unavailable  at  present.  Grant 
dispatched  the  Sixth  Army  Corps,  under  Wright,  to  assist      ^  in 
repelling  the  invasion,  and  two  divisions  followed  fast  on  t-^Khe 
heels  of  the  Nineteenth  Corps. 

Early  having  swept  Wallace  from  his  path,  moved  rapi^S^lly 
down  on  Washington,  by  the  Washington  and  Frederi-^Bck 
turnpike.     In  the  meantime,  a  body  of  rebel  cavalry,  unfc3er 
Gillmore,  pushed  on  toward  Baltimore,  and  striking  the 
road  between  that  city  and  Philadelphia,  captured  a  train, 
setting  it  on  fire,  run  it  upon  Gunpowder  bridge,  destroyi^^^? 
for  a  time,  direct  communication  between  Washington  ai^^" 
the  North.     Major-General  Franklin,  just  from  New  Oriean::^^ 
was  on  board,  and  being  pointed  out  by  a  rebel  sympathiz^^^» 
was  taken  prisoner.     He,  however,  afterward  managed  "^^ 
escape  while  his  guard  were  asleep.     A  rebel  squad  bold^J 
pushed  to  the  suburbs  of  Baltimore,  and  burned  the  house  c^^ 
Governor  Bradford,  in  retaliation,  they  said,  for  the  bumin^i 
by  our  forces,  of  the  dwelling  of  Governor  Letcher,  of  Vir- 
ginia.   Other  detachments  wandered  hither  and  thither  unmo' 
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lested,  collecting  forage  and  supplies  for  the  army,  and  levy- 
ing contributions  on  the  inhabitants.     The  main  army,  how- 
ever, which  had  grown,  by  popular  rumor,  from  four  or  five 
thousand  to  forty  thousand,  pressed  rapidly  toward  Wash- 
ington, hoping  to  take  it  by  surprise  before  the  weakened 
garrisons  could  be  reinforced.    Five  miles  from  the  city  and 
two  miles  from  the  fortifications,  it  drove  in,  on  Sunday 
night,  our  pickets,  and,  next  morning,  the  skirmishers  were 
in  rifle-shot  of  Fort  Stevens,  three  miles  from  Georgetown. 
Firing  continued  here  all  the  forenoon,  and,  by  two  o'clock, 
the  sharp-shooters,  under  cover  of  the  houses,  had  advanced 
to  within  thirty  or  forty  rods  of  the  fort.     During  the  after- 
loon,  the  main  column  arrived  and  showed  a  strong  line  in 
Vont  of  it.     From  appearances,  it  was  conjectured  that  a 
general  assault  would  take  place  next  morning.     The  skir- 
nishing  had  been  heavy  the  latter  part  of  the  day,  our 
OSS   reaching  nearly  three  hundred.      The  Sixth  happily 
urived  just  in  time  to  save  the  fort.     The  rebels,  doubtless, 
.  earned  of  the  sudden  reinforcement  of  the  garrison,  by  this 
Kreteran  Corps,  and  that  night  retreated — ^their  chief  conquest 
being  some  papers  taken  from  the  residence  of  Francis  P. 
Blair  in  the  vicinity. 

Grant  understanding  the  exact  condition  of  things,  tele- 
graphed to  Washington  to  have  General  Wright  placed  in 
command  of  all  the  troops  in  the  field,  operating  against  the 
enemy,  and  directed  him  to  move  at  once  outside  of  his 
trenches,  and  "push  Early  to  the  last  moment." 

With  the  retreat  of  the  rebel  army,  the  cavalry  that  had 
threatened  Baltimore,  and  carried  consternation  even  to  An- 
napolis, began  to  fall  back  to  the  main  body. 

Although  Wright  pushed  on  after  Early,  the  latter  was 
able  to  cross  the  Potomac,  near  Poolesville,  with  his  immense 
plunder — vast  herds  of  cattle  being  not  the  least  conspicu- 
ous figure  in  the  moving  caravan. 
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In  the  midst  of  these  exciting  events,  came  the  startling 
news  that  the  rebel  privateer  Florida  was  on  our  coast,  and 
had  captured  five  vessels.  War  vessels  were  immediately 
sent  in  pursuit  of  this  daring  cruiser,  which  seemed  to  vie 
in  the  boldness  of  his  movements  with  the  presumptuous 
invaders  that  were  pressing  up  to  the  very  gates  of  th 
Capital. 

General  Wright,  in  pursuing  Early,  whose  force  it  w 
pretty  well  understood  was  about  twenty  thousand 
crossed   the   Potomac   at   Edward's  Ferry   and    advanc 
toward   Leesburg,    where    Rickett's    division,    which  h 
parted  from  the  corps,  to  aid  Wallace,  joined  it.     Four  da^^ 
after,  a  portion  of  Crook's  cavalry,  under  DuflSe,  capture 
part  of  the  rebel  trains  near  Snicker's  Gap.    Crook,  with  t 

main  body,  coming  up,  was  repulsed,  and  the  following  d 

DuflBe  was  roughly  handled  by  Breckenridge,    at    Isl 
Ford,  on  the  Shenandoah,  losing  three  hundred  men. 
the  enemy  moved  on  toward  Winchester,  Averill  near 
place  had  an  engagement  with  a  rebel  division,  defeatin 


with  heavy  loss  and  capturing  four  guns.    Crook  and  Av^ 
now  joined  their  forces,  and  Early,  finding  himself  clo^ 
pressed  by  this  large  body  of  cavalry,  rapidly  concentrai^ 
a  large  force,  which  on  the  24th  fell  with  such  fury  on 
Union   cavalry,  that  it  was  compelled  with  severe  lo&as 
retreat,  and  recrossed  the  Potomac,  leaving  the  south*,  ^ni 
shore  in  possession  of  the   rebels,  from   Williamsporfc       to 
Shepardstown.     The  latter  occupied  Martinsburg,  and  agr^'° 
commenced  to  tear  up  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad  tr»-^^'j 
which  had  suffered  so  severely  in  every  advance  of  the  r'^^^ 
els  to  the  Potomac. 

Hunler  had  now  got  back  with  his  shattered  army,  a  ^ 
once  more  confronted  his  old  enemy  that  chased  him  oir'^^' 
the  mountains  from  Lynchburg.  On  the  30th  McCauslac:^" 
with  a  body  of  cavalry  recrossed  the  Potomac,  and,  movii^-? 


'7 
d 

is 

it 
ill 
ly 

h6 
to 


i;. 


\... 


■•■-x 


grant's  instructions  to  hunter.        455 

n'dly  upon  Chambersburg,  demanded  a  ransom  of  half  a 
lion  of  dollars  from  the  inhabitants,  which  they  refusing 
pay,  he  fired  the   town,  destroying  a  vast  amount  of 
perty.      Retreating  toward  Cumberland,  the  force  was 
and  defeated  by  General  Kelley,  and  scattered  among 
mountains  of  Western  Virginia.     The  rebels  now  held 
Shenandoah  Valley,  and  evidently  meant  to  hold  it  till 
crops  were  harvested,  for  Early  had  made  a  requisition 
he  inhabitants  for  a  large  amount  of  grain, 
ommunications  between  Hunter,  whose  forces  were  con- 
rated  on  the  Monocacy,  and  Grant  at  City  Point,  were 
^   uncertain,  and  movements  would  often  take  place  in 
interim  materially  changing  the  aspect  of  affairs,  so  that 
^x-s  given  to  day,  might  by  the  time  they  reached  Hunter 
U.ch  as  Grant  would  not  give.     He,  therefore,  left  City 
^t  on  the  4th  to  visit  him,  and  see  for  himself  what  was 
to  be  done.     On  reaching  Hunter's*  head-quarters,  and 
»vilting  with  him,  he  gave  him   the  following  instruc- 

"Monocacy  Bridge,  Md.,  August  5,  1864 — 8  p.  m. 

•"l»ERAL : — Concentrate  all  your  available  force  without  delay  in  the  vi- 
r  of  Harper's  Ferry,  leaving  only  such  railroad  guards  and  garrisons 
^Viblic  property  as  may  be  necessary.  Use,  in  tins  concentrating,  the 
^ads,  if  by  doing  so  tirae  can  be  saved.  From  Harper's  Ferry,  if  it  is 
i  that  the  enemy  has  moved  north  of  the  Potomac  in  large  force,  push 
^,  following  him  and  attacking  him  wherever  found;  follow  him  if 
-U  south  of  the  Potomac,  as  long  as  it  is  safe  to  do  so.  If  it  is  ascer- 
-d  that  the  enemy  has  but  a  small  force  north  of  the  Potomac,  then  push 
u  with  the  main  force,  detaching  under  a  competent  commander  a  suffi- 
't  force  to  look  after  the  raiders,  and  drive  them  to  their  homos.  In  de- 
Ung  such  a  force,  the  brigade  of  cavalry  now  en  route  from  Washington 
Rockville  may  be  taken  into  account. 

lere  are  now  on  their  way  to  join  you  three  other  brigades  of  the  best 
ilry,  numbering  at  least  five  thousand  men  and  horses.  Thepe  will  be  in- 
cted,  in  the  absence  of  further  orders,  to  join  you  on  the  south  side  of  the 
omac.  One  brigade  will  probably  start  to-morrow.  In  pushing  up  the 
aandoah  Valley,  where  it  is  expected  you  will  have  to  go  first  or  last,  it  is 
rable  that  nothing  should  be  left  to  invite  the  enemy  to  return.  Take  all 
igiens,  forajje,  and  stock  wanted  for  the  use  of  vour  command  :  such  as 
lot  be  consumed  destroy.  It. is  not  desirable  that  the  buildings  should 
lestroycd — they  should  rather  be  prot<;cted — but  the  people  should  be 
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informed  that  so  long  as  an  army  can  snbsist  araoDg  them,  Tecnrrcnccs       ^^ 
these  raids  must  be  expected,  and  we  are  determined  to  stop  them  at  all  L  -^^ 
ards. 

Bear  in  mind  the  object  is  to  drive  the  enemy  south,  and  to  do  thisy  ^^ 
want  to  keep  him  always  in  sight  Be  guided  in  your  course  by  the  coo^Manc 
he  takes. 

Make  your  own  arrangements  for  supplies  of  all  kinds,  giving  regn  1» 
vouchers  for  such  as  may  he  taken  from  loyal  citizens  in  the  country  thron  ^g 
which  you  march. 

U.  S.  GRANT,  Lieutenant-Oenenl 

Major  General  D.  Hunter." 

The  troops  were  immediately  put  in  motion,  and  t-^h 
advance  reached  Halltown  that  night     Grant,  however,  h^^ai 
no  intention  of  leaving  Hunter  in  command  of  the  Dep 
ment.     He  felt  that  he  needed  a  different  kind  of  a  mai 
one  who  would  require  no  instructions,  and  no  watchicrrjg; 
and,  though  he  speaks  in  as  delicate  a  manner  as  possible    q{ 
Hunter's  removal,  saying,  that  in  "  his  conversation  withMiim 
the  latter  expressed  his  willingness  to  be  relieved  from  c«in. 
mand,"  yet  that  conversation  was  evidently  of  a  chara-o/er 
to  leave  no  room  for  choice,  for  two  days  before  Grant   Jeft 
City  Point,  he  sent  on  Sheridan  to  report  to  Halleck,  for  lie 
sole  purpose  of  taking  Hunter's  place.     Carrying  out  iijk 
purpose,  he  immediately  telegraphed  to  Washington  to  hare 
Sheridan  come  on  by  the  morning  train,  to  assume  commaDd 
of  all  the  forces  designed  to  operate  against  Early.    He 
arrived  on  the  morning  of  the  8th,  and  had  a  consultation 
with  the  Lieutenant-General  in  relation  to  military  matters 
in  that  section,  after  which  the  latter  returned  to  City  Point 

On  the  11th,  the  Middle  Department,  the  Departments  of 
West  Virginia,  Washington,  and  Susquehanna  were  const 
tuted  into  the  "  Middle  Military  Division,"  and  Major  Ck 
eral  Sheridan  was  assigned  to  temporary  command  of 
same,  and  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  the  scene  of  so  many 
asters  was  to  enter  on  a  new  history. 

The  army  around  Petersburg  this  month,  parched  with 
and  suffering  for  want  of  water,  lay  comparatively  qui' 
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The  month  closed,  however,  with  another  desperate  at- 
tempt to  carry  Petersburg  by  assault.  A  part  of  Butler's 
army  had  been  thrown  across  the  James  River,  on  the  north 
side,  so  that  Grant's  lines  extended  at  this  time  over  twenty 
miles.  A  strong  fort  crowned  an  eminence  in  front  of  Burn- 
side^s  Corps,  (the  Ninth,)  which  it  was  thought,  if  once  car- 
ried, would  let  the  assaulting  columns  into  the  very  heart  of 
the  enemy's  works.  It  was,  therefore,  determined  to  under- 
mine this  and  blow  it  up,  and  in  the  terror  and  confusion 
of  the  explosion,  to  charge  through,  and  take  the  rebel 
works  in  flank  and  rear. 

The  mine  that  was  to  lift  it,  like  an  earthquake,  from  its 
firm  foundations,  was  commenced  at  the  distance  of  five 
hundred  feet,  in  the  sides  of  a  ravine.  It  was  said  that  the 
plan  originated  with  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pleasants,  of  the 
Forty-eighth  Pennsylvania  regiment,  which  was  composed 
chiefly  of  miners. 

A  gallery  like  one  leading  to  a  coal  mine,  was  constructed 
about  four  and  a  half  feet  high,  and  four  feet  wide,  ending 
at  a  point  directly  under  the  fort,  and  twenty  feet  below  it. 
When,  as  ascertained  by  actaai  scientific  measurement,  this 
subterranean  arch-way  got  directly  beneath  the  fort,  two 
wings  were  sent  out,  to  the  right  and  left,  extending  under 
the  entire  structure.  It  was  a  work  of  great  labor,  but,  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  month,  was  finished,  and  eight  tons  of 
powder  placed  in  the  subterranean  gallery  to  which  was 
^attached  a  fuse  that  led  outside. 

The  plan  was  to  have  assaulting  columns,  which  in  the  con- 
fusion of  the  explosion  and  under  cover  of  a  horrible  fire  of 
nearly  a  hundred  pieces  of  artillery,  would  open  simultane- 
ous with  the  explosion,  rush  in  and  occupy  a  crest  beyond^ 
that  completely  commanded  the  enemy's  defenses. 

The  30th  was  fixed  for  the  explosion  of  the  mine.  To* 
give  however  a  greater  chance  of  success,  Grant  determined 
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to  make  a  strong  demonstration  against  the  enemy,  on  the^^  e 
north  side  of  the  James,  as  though  he  contemplated  an^rTx-^n 
advance  on  Richmond  in  that  direction,  and  thus  draw  o 
the  rebel  force  from  the  real  point  of  attack.  In  carrying  ou^ 
this  plan,  Grant  says,  "that  on  the  night  of  the  26th  of  July  ^ 
the  Second  Corps,  and  two  divisions  of  the  Cavalry  Corps,  an»  m:^  ^ 
Kautz's  cavalry,  were  crossed  to  the  north  bank  of  the  Jam 
River,  and  joined  the  force  General  Butler  had  there.  0" 
the  27th,  the  enemy  was  driven  from  his  intrenched  pos" 
tion,  with  the  loss  of  four  pieces  of  artillery.  On  the  28t 
our  lines  were  extended  from  Deep  Bottom  to  New  Mark 
road,  but  in  getting  this  position  were  attacked  by  t 
enemy  in  heavy  force.  The  fighting  lasted  for  seve 
hours,  resulting  in  considerable  loss  to  both  sidea  The  fi 
object  of  this  move  having  failed,  by  reason  of  the  ve=-  -^ry 
large  force  thrown  there  by  the  enemy,  I  determined  to 

take  advantage  of  the  diversion  made,  by  assaulting  Pet^?  ~  ^rs- 
biirg  before  he  could  get  his  force  back  there.  One  diw^  "^s- 
ian  of  the  Second  Corps  was  withdrawn  on  the  night  of  *-  — '^e 
28th,  and  moved  during  the  night  to  the  rear  of  the  Eig""!  ht- 
teenth  Corps,  to  relieve  that  Corps  in  the  line,  that  it  mi^^^^ht 
be  foot-loose  in  the  assault  to  be  made.  The  other 
divisions  of  the  Second  Corps  and  Sheridan's  cavalry 
crossed  over  on  the  night  of  the  29th,  and  moved  in  &r 
of  Petersburg." 

The  30th  being,  as  before  stated,  fixed  upon  for  the    c^aex 
plosion  of  the  mine,  a  little  after  midnight,  on  the  29th,  t      ie 
Ninth  Corps,  which  was  to  make  the  assault,  was  drawn  tz:^p 
and  closely  massed  in  front  of  it,  to  rush  in  the  moment 
took  place.     Half-past  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  was  th 
hour  fixed  upon  for  lighting  the  train,  and  as  it  approached^ 
the  troops  were  greatly  excited.     But  three  o'clock  passed, 
and  r^l  remained  quiet  as  before.    The  waiting  troops  looked 
en  each  other  in  mute  inquiry,  and  the  gunners  standing 
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^^side  their  loaded  pieces,  wondered  at  the  delay.  The 
^^e  had  gone  out  in  the  gallery,  and  for  an  hour  the  mighty 
Wt  watched  and  waited  in  vain.  Daylight  in  the  meantime 
W  broadened  in  the  East,  revealing  every  object  distinctly, 
*^d  the  rebel  flag  was  seen  waving  listlessly  above  the  unsus- 
pecting garrison. 

The  fuse  was  now  again  lighted,  and  just  as  the  sun  burst 
'  blazing  splendor  above  the  horizon,  the  explosion  took 
ace;  but  it  being  so  deep  underground,  the  heaving  and 
'Qabling  of  the  earth  was  felt  before  any  sound  was  heard, 
next  moment,  the  fort  rose  into  the  air  in  fragments, 
mingled  with  great  clods  of  earth,  guns,  caissons  and 
ers,  was  seen  a  cloud  of  human  forms  tossing  in  the  air. 
mighty  mass  rose  like  the  jet  from  some  huge  fountain, 
when  it  reached  its  highest  elevation,  balanced  a  mo- 
t  in  space,  and  then  fell  back  with  a  dull,  heavy,  thun- 
sound,  in  wreck  to  the  earth. 

crater,  a  hundred  feet  long,  and  fifty  feet  wide,  and 
nty  feet  deep,  appeared  where  the  six-gun  fort  had  been, 
^fe  r  which  hung  a  cloud  of  mingled  dust  and  smoke  like  a 
^4it  pall.     The  next  moment,  came  the  roar  of  a  gun,  and 

—  Ti  another  and  another,  till  a  hundred  cannon  along  our  line 

-  ^*e  playing  upon  the  rebel  batteries.  The  bugles  rang  out, 
^^  drums  beat,  and  in  dashed  Ledlie's  division — Marshall's 
i  gade  leading  the  advance.  Though  taken  wholly  by  sur- 
^^se,  the  rebels  rallied  with  wonderful  quickness,  and  in  a 
^^rt  time,  from  right  and  left,  their  artillery  was  in  full 
^ay  on  the  storming  party,  that,  with  loud  cheers,  charged 
^ti  a  run  over  the  intervening  space.  The  Fourteenth  New 
Vork  heavy  artillery  first  entered  the  gap,  followed  by  Mar- 
shall's second  brigade,  which  went  pellmell  into  the  smok- 
ing crater,  from  the  bottom  of  which  protruded  half  buried 
iimbs  and  mangled  bodies  of  men. 

To  the  right  and  left,  Hartranft's  and  Griffin's  brigades 
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spread  out,  enveloping  the  flanking  rifle-pits,  and,  for  a  in« 
ment,  success  seemed  certain.    But  instead  of  pushing  on, 

troops  began  to  dig  out  the  wounded  and  the  captured  guu: is, 

and  throw  up  breastworks  to  protect  themselves  from  tl 
enemy's  shells.     This  gave  the  rebel  gunners  time  to  trai 
their  guns  with  fearful  accuracy  on  the  spot,  and  by  tl 
time  the  troops  were  re-formed  and  ready  to  push  on,  a  fii 
awaited  them,  before  which  nothing  human  could  stani 
Still  undaunted,  the  Corps^in  three  divisions — Ledlie  in  tl 
centre.  Potter  on  the  right,  and  Wilcox  on  the  left — mov( 
swiftly  forward ;  Marshall  again  leading,  followed  close 
the  gallant  Bartlett.     They  breasted  the  horrible  fire  ui 
they  reached  the  side  of  the  coveted  crest,  when  they  halt^^^ — ^^ 
From  every  redoubt,  salient,  and  earthwork,  shot  and  sL^hcII 

and  canister  came  in  one  ceaseless  stream,  and  the  shatter -ed 

Corps,  after  swaying  a  moment  in  the  vain  effort  to  bre     -ast 
it,  recoiled  bleeding,  to  the  crater  they  had  just  left,     l^^er- 
rero's  colored  division  was  now  sent  in  to  do  what  wl^-nite 
troops  had  failed  to  accomplish,  but  though  they  char^^ed 
gallantly,  it  was  madness  to  expect  them  to  succeed  wh —  ere 
veteran  soldiers,  under   such  leaders  as   Griffin,  Marsh^all, 
and  Bartlett,  failed.     Recoiling,  they  only  helped  to  s^:"^^cl/ 
the  confusion,  as  they  plunged  headlong  amid  the  ruins      for 
shelter. 

The  enemy  now  concentrated  his  fire  on  this  single  sf>ot 
and  swept  the  space  in  rear  of  it,  so  frightfully,  that    ^ 
orderly  retreat  over  it  was  out  of  the  question.     Unable  to 
advance,  cooped  up  in  the  crater,  over  which  swept  an  inces- 
sant  storm  of  shot  and  shell,  the  position  of  the  troops  was 
most  distressing.     But  little  order  could  be  maintained,  and 
the  men  in  squads  began  to  flee  back  to  our  lines.     About 
noon,  a  general  retreat  was  ordered,  but  a  portion  preferred 
to  remain  in  the  fort,  and  left  alone  were  soon  after  charged 
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upon  and  captured.  Among  the  prisoners  was  General  Bart- 
lett,  with  most  of  his  Staff. 

Our  loss  in  this  fruitless  assault,  was  about  four  thousand, 
while  that  of  Ihe  enemy  was  not  over  fourteen  hundred, 
two  hundred  of  whom  were  supposed  to  have  perished  in  the 
blowing  up  of  the  fort.  The  next  day  was  a  gloomy  Sab- 
bath, and  we  sent  in  a  flag  of  truce  to  obtain  permission  to 
bury  our  dead,  but,  through  some  informality,  it  was  not 
granted  until  next  day. 

The  Army  of  the  Potomac  seemed  doomed  to  useless 
butcheries,  and  this  one,  like  others  that  preceded  it,  caused 
intense  excitement  throughout  the  country.  The  blame  fell 
now  on  this  Commander,  and  now  on  that,  but  Burnside  had 
to  bear  the  brunt  of  it,  and  in  the  end  was  relieved  from 
his  command  to  await  an  investigation.  This  ended  his 
military  career.  It  is  not  so  easy  to  fix  the  blame  on  one 
person. 

The  great  error,  however,  seems  to  have  been  the  neglect 
Lo  have  the  storming  force  consist  of  picked  regiments  and 
brigades  from  the  whole  army: 

Along  the  coast  but  little  was  done.  Farragut  was  get- 
ting ready  for  his  grand  attack  on  Mobile,  while  our  bat- 
teries kept  playing  on  Charleston.  An  attempt  was  made 
by  our  land  forces  and  iron-clads  to  get  possession  of  James 
Island,  but  failed. 

In  the  political  world,  the  chief  events  were  the  adjourn- 
ment of  Congress,  after  perfecting  the  income-tax  bill,  and 
the  organization  of  the  two  great  parties  for  the  coming 
political  campaign.  Perhaps  the  most  important  event  out- 
side of  operations  in  the  field,  was  the  proclamation  of  the 
President,  calling  for  five  hundred  thousand  additional 
troops.  This  requisition  for  half  a  million  of  men,  right  on 
the  top  of  Grant's  campaign,  looked  as  if  the  war  had  only 
just  begun,  and  filled  the  t:mid  with  alarm. 
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This  call  for  troops,  which  we   give   below,  shows  n^ 
timidity  on  the  part  of  the  President,  but  if  possible,  a  mo 
fixed  determination  than  ever  to  put  down,  at  all  cost,  t 
wicked  rebellion. 

"Washington,  July  18,  1864. 

B>/  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America : 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  by  the  Act,  approved  July  4,  1864,  entitled  *An  Act  fiirtl 
to  regulate  aucl  provitle  for  the  enrolling  and  calling  out  the  National  fon 
and  for  other  purposes,'  it  is  provided  that  the  President  of  the  Unii 
States  may,  at  his  discretion,  at  any  time  hereafter,  call  for  any  number 
men  as  volunteers,  for  the  respective  tenns  of  one,  two,  and  three  yeiire, 
military  service,  and  '  that  in  case  the  quota,  or  any  part  thereof,  of 
town,  township,  ward  of  a  city,  precinct,  or  election  district,  or  of  a  com 
not  80  subdivided,  shall  not  be  filled  within  the  space  of  fifty  days  after  &- 
call,  then  the  Presi<lcnt  shall  immediately  order  a  draft,  for  one  year,  t(» 
such  quota,  or  any  part  thereof,  which  may  be  unfilled.* 

And  whereas,  the  new  enrollment  heretofore  ordered  is  so  far  comph 
as  that  the  afore-mentioned  Act  of  Congress  may  now  be  put  in  operatioi 
recruiting  and  keeping  up  the  strength  of  the  armies  in  the  field,  for  g-; 
sons  and  such  military  operations  as  may  be  required  for  the  purpose  of 
pressing  the  rebellion  and  restoring  the  authority  of  the  United  States 
crnment  in  the  insurgent  States ; 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Adkaiiam  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  Statesw^    do 
issue  this,  my  call  for  five  hundred  thousand  volunteers  for  the  military        «ter- 
vice,  provided,  nevertheless,  that  all  credits  which  may  be  established  ii.t:^  der 
section  eight,  of  the  aforesaid  Act,  on  account  of  persons  who  have  en't^z^-red 
the  naval  senice  during  the  present  rebellion,  and  by  credits  for  men.        "Ar- 
nished  to  the  military  service  in  excess  of  calls  lieretoforo  made  for  vo  Mun- 
teers,  will  be  accepted  under  the  call  for  one,  two  or  three  years,  as  tliey  wnMiBj 
elect,  and  will  be  entitled  to  the  bounty  provided  by  law  for  the  periods    of 
senice  for  which  they  enlist. 

And  I  hereby  proclaim,  order  and  direct,  that  immediately  after  the 
day  of  September,  1864,  being  fifty  days  from  the  date  of  this  call,  a  d 
for  troops,  to  serve  for  one  year,  shall  be  held  in  every  town,  township, 
of  a  city,  precinct,  election  district,  or  a  county,  not  so  subdivided,  to 
the  quota  which  shall  be  assigned  to  it  under  this  scale,  or  any  part  therca*^ 
which  may  be  unfilled  by  volunteers  on  the  said  fifth  day  of  Septeml 
}  864.  . 

^^^^tt  of 

Done  at  the  City  of  Washington,  this  1 8th  day  of  July,  in  the  year      '^^  ^^ 
our  Lord,  1864,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United'Stat^^  ^ 
the  eighty-ninth. 

[L.  S.]  In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  -■'—  ^^ 

the  seal  of  the  United  States  to  bo  afilixed. 

ABRAUAM  LINCOLN, 

By  the  Preside  nt^ 

William  II.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State." 
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The  promptness  with  which  the  country  responded  to  the 
call,  would  have  reflected  the  highest  credit  on  its  patriot- 
ism, but  for  the  manner  in  which  that  response  was  made* 
Instead  of  the  bone  and  sinew  of  the  land  stepping  forward 
to  sustain  the  Government  in  its  last  great  effort,  every  man 
seemed  desirous  to  shirk  personal  responsibility,  and  non- 
tax:-payers,  or  men  of  small  means,  in  the  various  towns, 
^ot^d  away  fabulous  sums  for  bounties  to  get  recruits  from 
^^3^^  where  and  every-where,  and  of  all  conditions,  to  fill  up 
their  quotas — often  forcing  on  the  Government  the  halt,  the 
^^^^  G^  and  the  blind,  and  at  the  best,  mere  mercenaries,  who 
y  ^  vxld  enlist  for  the  enormous  bounties,  but  without  any  inten- 
^or:i,   of  risking  their  lives  in  battle. 

etting  such  men  away,  after  they  had  enlisted,  became 
gular  business,  so  that,  of  the  five  hundred  thousand 
^*l«d  for,  not  more  than  half  ever  reached  the  field,  and 
^^^V)ably  not  half  of  those,  the  front.  At  all  events,  one 
^^>^  tired  and  fifty  thousand  strong-bodied,  patriotic,  willing 
would  have  been  worth  more  than  the  whole  half-mil- 
proved  to  be.  Nor  was  this  the  worst  of  it.  The  coun- 
3^  got  saddled  with  a  debt,  in  the  shape  of  bounties,  that 
^^^f3  heavily  on  its  industry.  Had  the  war  been  prolonged 
^^^ther  year,  the  North  would,  unquestionably,  have  broken 
^^^^^n  under  this  false  and  ruinous  system. 


The  month,  moreover,  was  distinguished  for  peace  negotia- 
^>^ons — ludicrous,  except  from  the  importance  of  the  per- 
^^nages,  on  one  side  or  the  other,  engaged  in  them.    Colonel 
Jacques,  of  Illinois,  a  Methodist  clergyman  who  had  en- 
listed in  the  army,  and  a  Mr.  Kirke,  by  some  extraordinary 
process,  appointed  themselves  peace  ambassadors  to  Rich- 
mcnad,  and  though  clothed  with  no  authority,  were  permit- 
ted to  pass  through  our  lines  to  the  rebel  Capital,  where 
they  actually  had  an  interview  with  the  rebel  President  and 
Members  of  his  Cabinet,  and  talked  over,  with  the  gravity 
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of  two  potentates,  the  momentous  question  of  peace,  and 
the  duties  of  the  two  Governments. 

What  motive  Davis  could  have  had  for  seriously  entering 
into  such  a  discussion  with  these  unauthorized,  unknown  and 
uninfluential  men,  unless  that  he  wished  to  give  utterance  to 
views  that  might  help  the  peace-party  North,  it  is  diflScult 
to  conjecture.  That  a  fighting  parson,  ranking  no  higher 
than  a  colonel,  and  an  obscure  individual  spoken  lightly 
of  among  business  men  at  home,  should  by  any  management, 
have  got  into  this  position,  will  remain  one  of  the  curious 
things  of  the  war. 

The  other  attempt  was  equally  absurd,  though  dignified 
by  the  employment  of  a  little  more  political  machinery. 

Early  in  July,  Horace  Greeley,  of  The  Neio  York  Tribune^ 
received  a  letter  from  W.  Cornell  Jewett — a  political  adven- 
turer, who  had  acquired  at  home  and  abroad  a  certain 
doubtful  notoriety — stating  that  some  prominent  rebels  then 
residing  in  Canada,  desired  to  have  an  interview  with  him  at 
Niagara  Falls,  respecting  terms  of  peace.  It  was  flattering 
to  Mr.  Greeley,  to  be  thus  selected  out  among  all  the  dis- 
tinguished men  of  the  country  as  the  proper  person  to 
influence  the  President,  and  stand  in  the  great  gap  that 
divided  the  North  and  South.  Fully  impressed  with  the 
responsibility  thus  laid  upon  him,  he  addressed  a  letter  to 
the  President,  and  vouchsafed  to  state  conditions  of  peace, 
which  he  thought  the  President  might  safely  adopt. 

A  few  days  after,  the  notorious  rebel  agent,  George 
N.  Saunders,  informed  Mr.  Greeley  that  Clement  C.  Chiy, 
of  Alabama,  Professor  Holcomb,  of  Virginia,  and  himseli 
were  ready,  the  moment  they  could  be  assured  of  their 
personal  safety,  to  proceed  at  once  to  Washington  and  enter 
on  their  momentous  mission. 

To  this  Mr.  Greeley  replied,  that  if  they  were  "duly  accred- 
ited from  Richmond,  as  the  bearer  of  propositions  looking  to 
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the  establishment  of  peace,"  &c.,  that  he  w^  "authorized 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  tender  them  hig 
safe-conduct  on  the  journey  proposed,"  and  that  he  would 
accompany  them  "at  the  earliest  time  convenient"  to  them. 
That  accredited  ambassadors  for  peace  should  fear  to  come 
"to  the  head  of  a  Christian  Nation,  in  this  enlightened  age, 
xvithout  having  a  promise  that  their  heads  should  not  be  cut 
off,  was  certainly  very  extraordinary,  and  not  very^compli- 
Bientary  to  Mr.  Lincoln's  civilization. 

To  this  offer,  these  gentleman  replied  that  there  had  been 
some  misapprehension,  as  they  were  not  accredited  from 
^Richmond  as  the  bearers  of  dispatches,  but,  being  in  the 
confidential  employment  of  the  Confederate  Government, 
familiar  with  its  wishes,  views,  &c.,  they  had  no  doubt  if  the 
Tebel  President  was  aware  of  what  they  had  done,  that  they 
would  be  at  once  accredited,  &c.     On  the  reception  of  this 
statement,  Mr.  Greeley  telegraphed  to  Washington  for  fur- 
ther information,  and  received  the  following  extraordinary 
document : — 

"Executive  Mansion,  July  18th,  1864. 
To  whom  it  may  Concern: — 

Any  proposition  which  embraces  the  restoration  of  peace,  the  integ- 
rity of  the  whole  Union,  and  the  abandonment  of  Slavery,  and  comes  by . 
and  with  an  authority  that  can  control  the  armies  now  at  war  against  the 
United  States,  will  be  received  and  considered  by  the  Executive  Government 
of  the  United  States,  and  will  be  met  by  liberal  terms,  on  substantial  and 
collateral  points,  and  the  bearer  or  bcarcra  thereof,  shall  have  safe-conduct 
both  ways. 

Signed,  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN." 

This  was  certainly  a  very  safe  circular,  but  not  one  that 
should  have  proceeded  from  the  Executive  Mansion,  for  it 
cannot  be  regarded  as  a  serious  act — it  must  have  been 
either  a  political  move  to  disarm  the  peace-party,  or  a 
somewhat  grave  joke,  which  would  put  an  end  to  Mr.  Gree- 
ley's importunity,  and,  at  the  same  time,  throw  a  shell  into 
this  self-constituted  embassy.     Viewed  in  this  light,  it  was, 
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perhaps,  ti  goo^  stroke  of  policy.  Though  correspondence 
and  lengthy  statements  followed  this  denouement^  the  whole 
thing  collapsed,  and  was  heard  of  no  more. 

It  was  very  plain  to  the  President,  and  to  every  man  of 
common  sense,  that  if  Jefferson  Davis  wanted  peace  on  the 
only  terms  the  North  would  accept  it,  he  would  not  have  to 
go  around  by  way  of  Canada,  to  commence  negotiations. 
The  two  Capitals  were  close  to  each  other,  and  no  such  farce 
as  this  was  needed  to  bring  the  conflicting  powers  face  to 
face,  if  both  were  desirous  of  peace. 

Personal  notoriety  and  political  eflFect  were,  doubtless,  the 
motives  that  prompted  these  gentlemen  to  undertake  this 
self-imposed  task. 
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FARRAGUT  ENTERS  MOBILE  BAY. 

THE  beginning  of  August  was  made  memorable  by  one 
of  the  most  gallant  naval  achievements  on  record. 
Farragut,  who  had  been  lying  for  a  long  time,  outside  of 
Mobile  harbor,  the  entrance  to  which  was  defended  by  two 
forts — Morgan  and  Gaines — determined,  the  moment  that 
the  iron-clads  which  he  had  asked  for  arrived,  to  force  his 
way  inside,  when  he  knew  they  must  surrender.  The  for- 
mer fort,  located  on  a  long  spur  of  land,  commanded  the 
two  channels  to  the  east,  while  the  latter  commanded  the 
western  one.  Beyond  these,  toward  the  city,  the  channel 
was  obstructed  by  piles  driven  deep  into  the  mud.  Several 
rebel  steamers  were  also  in  the  bay,  and  a  formidable  iron- 
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clad  ram,  named  the  Tennessee.      In  July,  a  land  fora 
under  General  Granger,  was  sent  from  New  Orleans  to  assi^ 
Farragut  in  taking  the  forts.     On  the  first  of  August,  Ger- 
eral  Granger  visited  him  on  the  Hartford,  and  after  a  consi 
tation,  it  was  decided  that  a  combined  movement  of  tl 
fleet  and  army  should  be  made  on  the  4th. 

The  Tecumseh  had  arrived  at  Pensacola  on  the  1st,  a_ 
Captain  Craven,  the  Commander,  had  informed  the  Ad] 
ral  that  he  would  be  ready  in  four  days  for  any  service, 
was  delayed,  however,  in  getting  aboard  coal,  so  that  .^^  ^^. 
ragut,  to  his  mortification,  could  not  keep  his  engagen^.  ^sct 
with  Granger.  The  latter,  however,  as  he  said,  ''  was  u jp^  to 
time,"  and  landed  his  troops  (some  four  or  five  thousan  c3^^  in 
number)  on  Dauphin  Island,  in  rear  of  Fort  Gaines.  T*  liat 
evening,  the  Tecumseh  came  steaming  up  from  Pensae^  ola, 
and  Farragut  at  once  prepared  to  force  the  entrance  to  tte 
harbor. 

The  morning  of  the  5th  dawned  warm  and  hazy — a  Xigit 
south-west  breeze  came  drifting  across  the  Gulf,  raisiing*  a 
gentle  swell,  on  which  the  fleet  rocked  lazily,  and  all    Tvas 
peaceful  as  though  no  preparations  were  afoot  to  chang-o   the 
quiet  scene  into  one  of  tumult,  terror  and  death.     But  just 
as  the  half-veiled  sun  was  sending  his  dim  beams  aslant     the 
sea,  the  drum  on  the  flag-ship  was  heard  beating  to  quar*  <^^ 
and  soon  every  ship  was  cleared  for  action. 

At  a  quarter  before  six,  the  whole  fleet  was  moving  st^^^ 
ily  forward  toward  the  entrance  to  the  bay,  where,  every  ^^'^^^ 


mander  knew,  slumbered  a  volcano  whose  earthquake  thi 
would  make  land  and  sea  tremble.  There  were  twelve  wooc::^^ 
vessels  in  all,  and  four  iron-clads.     The  latter  already  ins^^ 
the  bar,  were  ordered  to  take  up  a  position  between  t^     ^ 


wooden  vessels  and  Fort  Morgan,  to  keep  down  the  fire  ^^, 
the  water-battery  and  the  parapet  guns  of  the  fort,  as  w^ 
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to  engage  the  rebel  ram,  Tennessee,  waiting  to  pounce 
ciown  on  the  fleet. 

The  wooden  vessels  were  lashed  two  abreast.    The  Brook 
lyn,  Captain  James  Aldeu,  led  the  fleet,  with  the  Octorara, 
ILieutenantCommander  C.  H.  Greene,  on  the  port  side — 
Tiext  came  the  flag-ship  Hartford,  Captain  Percival  Drayton, 
'rrith  the  Metacomet,  Lieutenant-Commander  J.  E.  Jouett; 
followed  by  the  Richmond,  Captain  T.  A.  Jenkins,  with  the 
Port  Royal,  Lieutenant-Commander,  B.  Gherardi ;    Lacka- 
"wanna,  Captain  J.  B.  Marchand,  with  the  Seminole,  Comman- 
der E.  Donaldson ;  Monongahela,  Commander  J.  H.  Strong, 
"with  the  Kennebec,  Lieutenant-Commander  W.  P.  McCann; 
Ossipee,  Commander  W.  E.  LeRoy,  with  the  Itasca,  Lieu- 
tenant-Commander George  Brown ;  Oneida,  Commander  J. 
H.  M.  MuUany,  with  the  Galena,  Lieutenant-Commander  C. 
H.  Welles. 

The  Brooklyn,  with  her  consort,  took  the  lead,  much 
against  Farragut's  wishes.  He  yielded,  however,  to  this 
arrangement  at  the  earnest  request  of  the  Commanders,  who 
represented  that  the  Brooklyn  had  four  chase  guns  to  the 
Hartford's  one ;  and  also  an  ingenious  machine  for  picking  up 
torpedoes  with  which  they  believed  the  channel  to  be  lined. 
They  stated,  moreover,  that  in  their  judgment,  the  flag-ship, 
on  whose  movements  and  signals,  everything  depended, 
ought  not  to  be  so  much  exposed  as  she  would  be  at  the 
head  of  the  fleet. 

Although  Farragut  yielded  to  their  united  petitions,  he 
demurred,  saying  that  '^  exposure  was  one  of  the  penalties 
of  rank  in  the  navy,"  and,  moreover,  that  it  made  but  little 
difference  where  the  flag-ship  was,  as  it  would  always  be  the 
main  target  of  the  enemy's  fire. 

The  fleet  steamed  slowly  on,  and  at  a  quarter  to  seven, 
the  Tecumseh  fired  the  first  gun.  Twenty  minutes  later,  the 
fort  opened  her  fire,  to  which  the  Brooklyn  replied  with  her 
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two  one  hundred-pounder  Parrott  rifles,  on  the  bow— ai^^ 
the  battle  commenced.     The  rebel  ram  and  iron-clads  lyin  g 
under  the  protection  of  the  fort,  added  their  fire  to  thegur^s 
of  the  latter,  all  playing,  almost  exclusively,  on  the  wooden- 1^ 
vessels.     Farragut  stood  lashed  in  the  main -top,  so  that  txe 
could  overlook  the  fleet,  and  have  a  clear  view  of  the  whoX  o 
field  of  action. 

The  Brooklyn,  for  a  while,  gallantly  led  the  fleet,  but 
she  entered  the  narrow  channel,  some  suspicious  lookii 
buoys  ahead,  indicating  torpedoes,  caused  her  to  stop,  whic 
of  course,  at  once  brought  to  a  halt,  the  vessels  that  we" 
crowding  after.     Farragut,  from  his  high  perch,  saw  wi 
alarm  this  unexpected  arrest  of  the  onward  movement  rig 
under  the  terrible  fire  that  was  raining  on  the  advance  v( 
sels,  and  looking  anxiously  around,  saw,  with  amazemei 
the  turrets  of  the  Tecumseh  disappearing  under  the  wal 
as  she  went  down  with  her  gallant  crew.     In  an  instant, 
determination  was  taken,  and  regretting  that  he  had 
originally  followed  his  own  judgment  and  led  the  fleet, 
steamed  rapidly  ahead,  and  his  glorious  signal  flew  wh( 
he  wanted  it,  in  advance.     Ordering  the  Metacomet  to  se 
a  boat  to  save  any  of  the  survivors  of  the  ill-fated  Teen. 
seh,  who  might  be  struggling  in  the  water,  he  swept  f(& 
lessly  onward. 

Wrapped  in  the  smoke  of  his  own  guns,  he  pressed 
into  the  fire,  followed  by  the  ships,  ''  their  oflScers,"  he  hero- 
ically says,  "  believing  they  were  going  to  a  noble  deatfe. 
with  their  Commander-in-Chief"     Shot  and  shell  crashes/ 
through  the  wooden  sides  of  his  vessel  yet  his  flag  still  fleir, 
and  those  astern  ever  and  anon  caught  glimpses  of  his  sig- 
nal through  the  rifts  of*  smoke,  still  beckoning  them  on. 
He  too  saw  the  buoys  that  had  caused  the  Brooklyn  to  hes- 
itate and  back  water,  and  knew  that  torpedoes  were  lining 
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bottom  of  the  channel  beneath  him,  but  this  was  no  time 
lesitate. 

le  "determined,"  he  says,  "to  take  the  chances  of  their 
losion,''  and  still  kept  on,  his  gallant  crew  expecting 
ry  moment  to  feel  the  vessel  lift  beneath  them,  yet  work- 
their  guns  as  coolly  as  though  standing  on  solid  ground, 
,  meanwhile,  pouring  in  such  terriific  broadsides  that  the 
ejI  batteries  fired  wildly,  or  were  silent.  At  ten  minutes 
>re  eight,  he  was  past  the  fort,  when  suddenly  the  rebel 

dashed  out  to  run  his  vessel  down,  firing  as  it  came  on. 
:ing  no  notice  of  the  monster,  except  to  return  the  fire, 
steamed  ahead  toward  the  rebel  gun-boats,  Morgan, 
nes  and  Selraa,  which  poured  a. raking  fire  into  him. 
■  latter  especially  cut  down  liis  crew  fearfully,  and  spread 
L  and  destruction  over  his  deck. 

Tot  being  able  to  return  the  fire,  he  cast  off  the  Meta- 
let,  with  orders  to  go  after  these  boats.  Seeing  the  vessel 
Teaching,  the  latter  retreated  up  the  bay,  firing  as  they 
•  The  Gaines  soon  took  refuge  under  the  guns  of  the 
,  but  was  so  injured  that  she  had  to  be  run  ashore  and 
ned — the  Morgan  hauled  off  and  left  the  Selma  to  her 
',  which  soon  after  struck  her  flag. 

?he  other  vessels  gallantly  following  in  the  wake  of  their 
Je  Commander,  one  after  another  swept  past  the  hostile 
teries  and  passed  up  the  bay,  their  crews  loudly  cheer- 
,  and  were  signaled  by  Farragut  to  come  to  anchor.  But 
officers  had  hardly  commenced  clearing  their  decks,  and 
ng  for  the  wounded,  when  the  rebel  ram  was  seen  boldly 
iding  out  from  under  the  guns  of  the  fort,  and  bearing 
m,  with  the  evident  intention  of  engaging  the  whole 
t  If  she  had  waited  till  dark  this  would  not  have  been 
1  an  act  of  temerity,  for  with  her  perfect  knowledge  of 
bay,  and  in  the  confusion  that  would  have  prevailed  in 

fleet  in  a  nocturnal  fight,  she  might  have  run  down 

60 
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many  vessels — at  least,  made  sad  havoc  before  her  progress 
could  have  been  arrested. 

The  moment  it  was  reported  to  Farragut  that  the  ram 
was  standing  toward  the  fleet,  he  signaled  the  vessels  to 
run  her  down,  and  ordered  up  the  anchor  of  his  own 
ship,  and  directed  the  pilot,  with  a  full  head  of  steam  on,  to 
carry  the  Hartford  straight  against  the  iron-clad  structure, 
hoping,  by  the  concussion,  though  his  own  bows  should  be 
crushed  in  the  shock,  to  stave  in  its  mailed  sides.  The  Mo- 
nongahela.  Commander  Strong,  first  struck  the  ram,  carry- 
ing away  her  iron  prow  and  cut-water.  The  Lackawanna 
came  next  and  struck  with  such  force  that  her  stern  was  cut 
and  crushed  for  the  distance  of  three  feet  above  the  water's 
edge,  to  five  feet  below.  The  only  effect  on  the  ram,  how- 
ever, of  this  tremendous  blow,  was  to  give  her  a  heavy  list 
As  the  Hartford  came  down,  the  ram  sheered  so  that  it  was 
a  glancing  blow. 

Deadened  in  her  headway,  as  she  rasped  along  the  iron- 
plating,  the  flag-ship  fell  along  side,  and  at  once  poured  in, 
at  a  distance  of  not  more  than  eight  or  ten  feet,  her  broad- 
side of  nine-inch  solid  balls,  sent  with  a  charge  of  thirteen 
pounds  of  powder.  The  heavy  shot,  hurled  with  this  awful 
force,  and  in  such  close  proximity,  fell  on  the  mailed  sides 
of  the  ram  with  a  power  that  seemed  irresistible,  and  yet, 
apparently,  had  no  more  effect  than  if  they  had  been  mere 
India-rubber  balls. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  shot  and  shell  from  the  Tennessee 
pierced  the  Hartford  as  though  her  sides  were  mere  paste- 
board— one  one-hundred-and-fifty  pound  shell,  fired  with  the 
muzzle  of  the  monster  gun  almost  touching  the  sides  of  the 
ship,  exploded  inside,  killing  and  wounding  several  men — 
the  fragments  going  through  the  spar  and  berth-decks,  "even 
going  through  the  launch  and  into  the  hold  where  were  the 
wounded." 
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The  Hartford  now  stood  off,  and  though  her  bow  was 
badly  crushed,  began  to  make  a  circuit,  in  order  to  come 
down  again  on  the  ram,  when  the  Lackawanna,  which  was 
driving,  with  a  full  head  of  steam,  straight  on  the  monster, 
struck  the  flag-ship  instead,  a  little  forward  of  the  mizzcn- 
mast,  and  cut  her  down  to  within  two  feet  of  the  water. 

The  monitors,  in  the  meantime,  poured  in  their  fire — the 
Chickasaw  got  under  the  monster's  stern,  while  the  Manhat- 
teii  sent  a  fifteen-inch  shell  through  the  iron  plating. 

'*  At  this  time,"  says  Farragut,  "she  was  sore  beset — the 
Chickasaw  was  pounding  away  at  her  stern,  the  Ossipee 
was  approaching  her  at  full  speed,  and  the  Monongahela  and 
Lackawanna,  and  this  ship,  were  bearing  down  on  her,  deter- 
mined on  her  destruction.  Her  smoke-stack  had  been  shot 
away,  her  steering  chains  were  gone,  compelling  a  resort  to 
her  relieving  tackles,  and  several  of  her  port  shutters  were 
jammed.  Indeed,  from  the  time  the  Hartford  struck  her, 
until  her  surrender,  she  never  fired  a  gun.  As  the  Ossipee, 
Commander  LeRoy,  was  about  to  strike  her,  she  hoisted  the 
-white  flag,  and  that  vessel  immediately  stopped  her  engine, 
though  not  in  time  to  avoid  a  glancing  blow." 

This  ended  the  fight,  and  at  ten  minutes  past  ten  Farragut 
again  brought  his  shattered  vessels  to  anchor,  within  four 
miles  of  Fort  Morgan.  Admiral  Buchanan,  the  Commander 
of  the  ram,  was  wounded  in  the  leg,  which  afterward  had 
to  be  amputated ;  and  some  eight  or  ten  of  his  crew  were 
killed  or  wounded. 

The  killed  and  wounded  on  board  the  fleet,  amounted  to 
two  hundred  and  twenty-two.  Only  fifty-two  were  killed, 
of  which  number  twenty-five,  or  nearly  half,  were  killed  on 
board  the  flag-ship — showing  thaf  the  enemy's  fire  was  con 
centrated  on  this  vessel,  and  that  she  bore  the  brunt  of 
the  conflict. 

The  loss  of  the  Tecumseh,  with  her  gallant  Commander 
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and  crew,  nearly  all  of  whom  went  to  the  bottom  with  ten 
chastened  somewhat  the  joy  of  this  great  victory.  Craven 
was  in  the  turret  when  the  torpedo  exploded  beneath  his 
ship.  He  saw  the  buoys  that  marked  the  line  along  which 
the  torpedoes  lay,  and  endeavored  to  carry  the  vessel  be- 
tween two,  but  just  as  it  got  in  range,  the  explosion  took 
place,  almost  lifting  the  iron-clad  from  the  water,  and  blow- 
ing a  great  opening  in  the  bottom,  through  which  the  water 
rushed  in  such  a  deluge  that  she  went  down  before  those 
below  had  time  to  get  on  deck. 

Acting-Ensign  Henry  C.  Nields  had  charge  of  the  boat, 
sent  by  Farragut  to  rescue  any  survivors  that  might  be 
struggling  in  the  water,  and  right  gallantly  did  this  noble, 
young  officer  perform  the  perilous  duty,  with  which  he  was 
intrusted.  Sitting  in  the  stern  of  the  open  boat,  he  gave 
his  orders  as  coolly  as  his  great  Commander  could  have 
done,  and  the  rowers  bent  steadily  to  their  oars,  while  shot 
were  striking  and  shells  bursting  momentarily,  on  every  side 
of  them. 

A  boat  was  never  carried  through  a  more  terrible  fire, 
and  it  rained  an  iron  tempest  on  the  spot  where  the  ill-fated 
monitor  had  gone  down  ;  but  the  fearless  ensign  rowed 
calmly  through  it,  picking  up  the  few  swimmera  that  were 
struggling  in  the  water,  and  succeeded  in  rescuing  ten  within 
six  hundred  yards  of  the  fort.  Farragut,  from  the  main-top, 
saw  with  pride  how  steadily  he  entered  the  horrible  fire,  and 
afterward  asked  that  he  might  be  promoted. 

The  only  other  vessel  lost  was  the  steamer  Philippi,  which 
followed  the  fleet  in  against  orders,  and  being  struck  by  a 
shot,  was  run  ashore  by  her  Commander  and  deserted,  when 
the  rebels  burnt  her.        * 

There  were  many  cases  of  individual  heroism — indeed,  all 
were  heroes — there  was  no  flinching  any  where,  although 
every  captain  knew  that  the  probabilities  were  against  to 


A     NOBLE     PILOT.  475 

l)eing  able  to  save  his  ship.  Of  his  Flag-Lieutenant,  J.  Crit- 
tenden Watson,  who  stood  on  the  poop  during  the  entire 
action,  attending  to  the  signals,  Farragut  says,  "He  is  a 
scion  worthy  the  noble  stock  he  sprung  from." 

"The  last  of  my  Staff,"  he  says,  "to  whom  I  would  call 
the  attention  of  the  Department,  is  not  the  least  in  import- 
ance. I  mean  Pilot  Martin  Freeman.  He  has  been  my 
great  reliance  in  all  difficulties,  in  his  line  of  duty.  During 
the  action,  he  was  in  the  maintop,  piloting  the  ships  into 
the  bay.  He  was  cool  and  brave  throughout,  never  losing 
his  self-possession.  This  man  was  captured  early  in  the  war, 
in  a  fine  fishing  smack,  which  he  owned,  and  though  he  pro- 
tested that  he  had  no  interest  in  the  war,  and  only  asked 
for  the  privilege  of  fishing  for  the  fleet,  yet  his  services 
were  too  valuable  to  the  captors,  as  a  pilot,  not  to  be  secu- 
red. He  was  appointed  a  first-class  pilot,  and  has  served 
us  with  zeal  and  fidelity,  and  has  lost  his  vessel,  which  went 
to  pieces  on  Ship  Island.  I  commend  him  to  the  Depart- 
ment." 

Indeed,  every  man  on  the  flag-ship  was  worthy  of  his 
Commander.     Drayton,  the  Flag-Captain,  says : — 

"  Of  the  crew,  I  can  hardly  say  too  much.  They  were, 
most  of  them,  persons  who  had  never  been  in  action,  and 
yet  I  cannot  hear  of  a  case  where  any  one  attempted  to 
leave  his  quarters,  or  showed  anything  but  the  sternest  de- 
termination to  fight  it  out.  There  might,  perhaps,  have 
been  a  little  excuse,  had  such  a  disposition  been  exhibited, 
when  it  is  considered  that  a  great  part  of  four  guns'  crews 
were,  at  different  times,  swept  away  almost  entirely  by  as 
many  shells.  In  every  case  however  the  killed  and  wounded 
were  quietly  removed ;  the  injury  at  the  guns  made  good, 
and  in  a  few  moments,  except  from  the  traces  of  blood,  noth- 
ing could  lead  one  to  suppose  that  any  thing  out  of  the  ordi. 
nary  routine  had  happened." 
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Kimberly,  the  executive  officer  of  the  ship,  said,  "  no 
ing  could  be  more  noble  than  the  spirit  displayed  by 
wounded   and   dying,  who   cheered  and   smiled,  in   th^ 
agony,  seemingly  contented  at  the  sacrifice  of  their  lives 
the  victory  vouchsafed  to  their  country.     Such  men    ^ 
heroes." 

No  higher  commendation  could  be  passed  on  a  ship's  cr- 
and  yet  all  the  Commanders  spoke  in  the  same  strain  of  i\ 
own  crews. 

In  one  case,  a  rifle-shell  burst  between  two  guns  on      ^he 
Hartford,  killing  and  wounding  fifteen  men.      They    y- — ^re- 
sented  a  terrific  sight,  as  they  lay  scattered,  mangled    ^Ennd 
bleeding  on  deck.    One  of  them,  Charles  Melville,  was  ta"^-en 
down  to  the  surgeon,  but  almost  immediately  appearec]^^  on 
deck  again,  and  though  scarcely  able  to  stand,  refuse crS  to 
go  below,  and  bravely  worked  at  his  gun  till  the  close^^  of 
the  action. 

''Thomas  Fitzpatrick,  Captain  of  Number  One  gun,  was 
struck  several  times  in  the  face  by  splinters,  and  had  his-  gun 
disabled  by  a  shell.  In  a  few  minutes  he  had  his  gi:^"n  in 
working  order  again,  with  new  truck  breeching,  side-ta^»ckle, 
&c.,  his  wounded  below,  the  deck  clear,  and  was  figh^^^i^g 
his  gun  as  before,  setting  a  splendid  example  to  the  reiir::*^*!!^- 
der  of  the  crew." 

James  R.  Garrison,  coal-heaver,  had  his  great  toe  shot:^  ^^» 
but  dressing  the  wound  himself,  returned  to  his  station,        ^^ 
remained  there  till  struck  in  the  breast,  when  he  was  car^^^^ 
below.    Thomas  O'Connel,  though  sick,  and  scarcely  ablc^  '^ 
stand,  took  his  station  and  kept  it  till  his  right  hand  ^^ 
shot  away.     James  E.   Sterling,  coal-heaver  on  board  tie 
Brooklyn,  continued  to  pass  shell  after  he  was  wounded,  and 
until  hit  a  second  time  and  completely  disabled.     Alexan- 
der Mack,  Captain  of  top,  was  wounded  and  sent  below,  but 
immediately  returned  and  took  charge  of  his  gun,  working 
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until  he  received  two  more  wounds.  Others  left  a  sick- 
ed to  fight,  and  each  seemed  to  vie  with  the  other  to  set  an 
ample  of  gallant  daring. 

The  Hartford  was  struck  twenty  times,  and  fired  nearly 
3  hundred  and  fifty  shot  and  shell.  The  Brooklyn  picked 
's  eleven  hundred  pounds  of  iron  from  her  wood-work 
3x-  the  battle  was  over. 

^'a.rragut  exhibited  great  foresight  in  the  plan  he  adopted 
pa-ssing  the  fort.  By  lashing  two  ships  together,  he  saw  if 
'ot  disabled,  she  would  not  drift  about  and  disorder  the 
lor  her  consort  could  take  her  along — neither  would 
essel  be  left  helpless  under  the  fire  of  the  batteries. 
^Ixe  night  after  the  battle  Fort  Powell  was  evacuated,  the 
^Is  blowing  it  up,  but  all  the  guns  fell  into  our  hands. 
'  xiext  afternoon,  the  Chickasaw  went  down  and  shelled 
't     Gaines,  and  the  following  morning.  Colonel  Anderson, 

CUommander,  sent  a  note  to  Farragut,  stating  that  he 

•"vv-  he  could  not  hold  the  fort,  if  the  fleet  opened  upon  it, 

offered  to  surrender  it — asking  for  terms.     Farragut, 

-^^    communicating  with  General   Granger,  on  Dauphin 

^>^d,  replied, 

X'irst,  The  unconditional  surrender  of  yourself  and  the 
^"^ison  of  Fort  Gaines,  with  all  of  the  public  property  within 

l-imits. 

^'^  Second,  The  treatment  which  is  in  conformity  with  the 
^^tom  of  the  most  civilized  nations  toward  prisoners  of  war. 

*'  Third,  Private  property,  with  the  exception  of  arms,  will 
^0  respected." 

These  terms  were  accepted,  and  at  a  quarter  to  ten,  the 
rebel  flag  came  down  and  the  Stars  and  Stripes  went  up, 
imid  the  prolonged  and  vociferous  cheering  of  the  fleet. 

Fort  Morgan,  however,  still  held  out,  and  Granger  at  once 
jommenced  his  siege  operations  against  it  landward,  and  on 
Junday  evening,  the  21st,  announced  to  Farragut  that  he 
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was  ready  to  open  with  his  batteries  upon  it.  The  lak.^  ^^^ei 
immediately  ordered  the  monitors  and  vessels  to  move  "^Jip, 
and  be  ready  next  morning  at  daylight,  to  commence  ^he 
bombardment,  in  conjunction  with  the  land  batteries,  ^z^nd 
at  the  same  time,  landed  four  nine-inch  guns,  and  pL'^.  <z::ed 
them  in  battery  under  the  Commanding-Lieutenant,  H «  B. 
Tyson. 

Everything  being  ready  at  daylight  the  signal  was  gi-  "v^  en, 
and  from  land  and  water,  the  bombardment  commem  c:^  ed. 
As  the  sun  rose  in  the  East,  his  beams  fell  on  a  scene  as  ter- 
rific as  that  which  they  lighted  up  on  the  morning  of  the 
8th,  when  Farragut  steamed  boldly  into  Mobile  Bay.  djun 
answered  gun,  and  shell  crossed  shell  in  their  fiery  tra.  <2ks, 
mingling  their  explosions  with  the  roar  of  cannon,  and  cr  om- 
bining  to  make  that  summer  morning  one  long  to  b^^  re- 
membered. 

As  Farragut  said,  "a  more  magnificent  fire  has  ra^^ely 
been  kept  up."  All  day  long  it  rained  a  steady,  hoi'X^ihl^ 
tempest  of  iron,  on  that  solitary  fort.  As  the  beams  of"  the 
rising  sun  fell  on  a  tossing,  sulphurous  cloud — covering  ^and 
and  water — so  now  his  departing  rays  cast  a  lurid  ligl^  ^  ^^ 
the  heaving  masses  of  vapor,  that  shut  out  half  the  te  :»Tors 
of  the  scene. 

Just  as  twilight  began  to  creep  over  the  deep,  the  ci^^^^^J 
of  the  fort  took  fire,  and  Granger  seeing  the  flames  fcni^urst 
forth,  ordered  all  the  batteries  to  re-double  their  fire  to      P^ 
vent  their  extinguishment.    The  enemy  finding  that  ther-  Sre 
had  got  under  uncontrollable  headway,  flooded  the  maga^'  ^^> 
and  threw  large  quantities  of  powder  into  the  wells  to  -0^^^ 
vent  an  explosion. 

A  fierce  bombardment  was  kept  up  all  night,  ribbing  ibe 
darkness  with  ghastly  seams  of  light,  as  shell  after  sheH 
with  scarcely  a  moment's  intermission,  dropped  inside  tie 
rebel  works.     At  six  in  the  morning,  a  dull,  heavy  explo- 
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©on  was  heard  in  the  fort,  and  half  an  hour  afterward,  a 
white  flag  was  seen  to  emerge  from  it.  General  Page,  the 
Commander,  offered  to  surrender  the  fort,  and  asked  the 
terms  of  capitulation.  Unconditional  surrender  at  two 
o'clock  that  day,  was  the  reply,  which  the  rebel  General  was 
forced  to  accept 

In  his  indignation  and  mortification,  however,  he  deter- 
mined to  lessen  as  much  as  possible  the  value  of  the  victory, 
for  after  the  surrender,  Farragut  says,  "  It  was  discovered, 
on  an  examination  of  the  interior,  that  most  of  the  guns  were 
spiked,  and  many  of  the  gun-carriages  wantonly  injured,  and 
arms,  ammunition,  provisions,  &c.,  destroyed ;  and  that  there 
was  every  reason  to  believe  that  this  had  been  done  after 
the  white  flag  had  been  raised.  It  was  also  discovered  that 
General  Page,  and  several  of  his  officers,  had  no  swords  to 
deliver  up,  and  further,  that  some  of  those  which  were  sur- 
rendered, had  been  broken." 

He  contrasts  this  conduct  with  that  of  Colonel  Anderson, 
of  Fort  Gaines,  who  "  from  the  moment  he  raised  the  white 
flag,  scrupulously  kept  every  thing  intact,  and  in  that  condi- 
tion delivered  it  over ;  whilst  General  Page  and  his  officers, 
\vith  a  childish  spitefulness,  destroyed  the  guns  which  they 
Said  they  would  defend  to  the  last,  but  which  they  never 
fiefended  at  all,  or  threw  away,  or  broke  those  weapons 
^which  they  had  not  the  manliness  to  use  against  their  ene- 
Xnies ;  for  Fort  Morgan  never  fired  a  gun  after  the  com- 
xnencement  of  the  bombardment,  and  the  advanced  pickets 
^ere  repeatedly  on  the  glacis." 

There  never  was  a  more  striking  illustration  of  the  ease 
with  which  a  mean  and  dishonorable  Commander  may  increase 
his  disgrace,  by  the  attempt  to  lessen  it,  than  this.  These  few 
sarcastic  words  of  Farragut,  who  knew  how  to  admire  a  brave 
and  honorable  foe,  will  stick  to  General  Page  as  long  as  the 
history  of  the  country  endures. 


^J 
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Though  the  outer  defenses  of  Mobile  were  now  all  tak 
the  city  was  as  far  as  ever  from  falling  into  our  hands.     T 
water  was  too  shallow  to  allow  the  approach  of  our  vess 
to  within  shelling  distance,  and  though  Farragut  used  ev 
device  to  reach  the  place,  it  soon  became  evident  tha 
could  be  taken  only  by  a  land  force. 

In  the  latter  part  of  this  month,  the  Niagara  captured  ^:s^)fl 
the  coast  of  Europe,  the  Japan,  or  Georgia,  a  noted  r&^B^^] 
privateer,  though  at  the  time  of  her  seizure,  she  was  sail 
under  English  colors,  and  chartered  to  the  Portuguese  Gr  ov 
ernment. 


^S 
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QRANT^S    CEASELESS    ACTIVITY — BLOWING  UP  OF   AN   ORDNANCE  BOAT — DUTCH 

GAP     CANAL warren's    FIGHT    FOR    THE    WELDON    RAILROAD BATTLE     AT 

ream's    station — DEFEAT   OF   HANCOCk's    CORPS — MEADE's   DISPATCHES 

Sheridan's  operations  in  the  suenandoah  valley — pursuit  of  early — 

capture  of  our  trains  by  mosby retreat  of  sheridan — his  position 

at  bolivar  heights — a  second  advance — takes  position  at  berry8- 
ville — unsatisfactory  campaign — disappointment  of  the  country 

grant's  explanation  of  THE  WHOLE  MATTER — THE  PERMISSION  TO  "  GO 
in" — SHERIDAN  MOVES  IN  EARNEST — BATTLES  OF  OPEQUAN  CREEK  AND 
fisher's  HILL — TOTAL  ROUT  OF  THE  ENEMY — EARLY  TAKES  A  NEW  POSI- 
TION AT  brown's  gap — SHERIDAN  FALLS  BACK. 

THE  month  of  August,  which  gave  such  laurels  to  the 
navy  under  Farragut,  at  Mobile,  and  saw  Sherman's 
gallant  army  virtually  in  possession  of  Atlanta,  witnessed  no 
triumphs  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  It  brought  instead 
what  seemed  to  be  the  heritage  of  this  sadly  tried,  but  noble 
army — terrible  fighting,  heavy  losses,  but  no  success.  Grant, 
though  apparently  at  a  dead-lock  with  the  enemy  in  front 
of  Petersburg,  did  not  sit  down  in  idleness.  He  kept  the 
heavens,  around  Lee,  constantly  muttering  thunder-notes  of 
alarm,  and  almost  every  day  the  bolt  threatened  to  fall  in 
one  direction  or  another.  Indefatigable,  untiring,  and  ex- 
haustless  in  resources,  no  sooner  did  one  thing  or  measure 
fail,  than  he  tried  another.  He  was  the  most  unsleeping, 
merciless  antagonist  that  an  enemy  ever  had  to  deal  with, 
and  Lee  soon  discovered  that  he  never  could  calculate  on  a 
moment's  repose.  At  the  very  time  when  he  thought  his 
enemy  exhausted,  and  would  naturally  seek  rest,  the  great- 
est energy  would  be  put  forth. 
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The  rebels,  taught  wisdom  by  the  mine  that  destroy< 
one  of  their  forts,  began  to  countermine,  and  on  the  5t 
sprung  a  mine  in  front  of  the  Eighteenth  Corps,  where  the 
supposed  we  were  running  one  of  our  own,  but  it  produc« 
no  effect.  One  of  our  own  ordnance  boats,  however,  bl< 
up  five  days  after,  at  City  Point,  killing  and  wounding  ti 
hundred  men. 

Butler  now   commenced  the  famous  Dutch  Gap  caa 
which,  like  the  one  he  dug  around  Vicksburg,  was  expect:  ^:i3<3 
to  work  wonders.     The  James  River,  just  below  Fort  D 
ling,  makes  an  immense  bend,  inclosing  a  peninsula,  call^ 
Farrar  Island,  the  neck  of  which,  where  it  joins  the  ma-, 
land,  is  only  a  half  a  mile  across,  while  it  is  six  miles  aro»>  w^^  ^ 
it  by  the  stream.     It  was  prosecuted  under  the  constant  ^i  ^"^e 
of  the  enemy,  but,  like  the  Vicksburg  canal,  was  useL 
labor. 

At  this  time.  Grant  says,  *'  reports  from  various  souror- 
led  me  to  believe  that  the  enemy  had  detached  three  di^v^  ^ 
ions  from  Petersburg  to  reinforce  Early  in  the  Shenandt 
Valley.     I  therefore  sent  the  Second  Corps,  and  Grep". 
division  of  cavalry,  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  a 
of  General   Butler's  army,  on   the  night   of  the  13th 
August,  to  threaten  Richmond  from  the  north  side  of  ibe 
James,  to  prevent  him  from  sending  troops  away,  and,  if 
possible,  to  draw  back  those  sent.    In  this  move  we  capturecf 
six  pieces  of  artillery  and  several  hundred  prisoners,  detainee? 
troops  that  were  under  marching  orders,  and  ascertained 
that  but  one  disvision,  (Kershaw's,)  of  the  three  reputed 
detached,  had  gone. 

"  The  enemy  having  withdrawn  heavily  from  Petersburg        I  :-o  f 
to  resist  this  movement,  the  Fifth  Corps,  General  Wanen        |  drrTi 
commanding,  was  moved  out  on  the  18th,  and  took  posses- 
sion of  the  Weldon  railroad."  I  ^^^ 

Here  he  was  attacked  furiously,  the  next  day,  by  Hill, 


ATTACK    ON    HANCOCK.  483 

vrith  two  divisions,  and  a  portion  of  our  army  was  over- 
whelmed;  and  for  a  time,  a  second  disaster  at  this  point, 

seenaed  inevitable.     But  the  gallant  Fifth  Corps  succeeded 

• 

itt  ^'^Uying,  and,  by  a  desperate  charge,  retrieved  its  ground, 
driving  the  rebels  in  confusion,  and  capturing  many  prison- 
ers. Night,  at  length,  closed  the  conflict.  Our  loss,  this  day, 
^as  between  three  and  four  thousand — that  of  the  enemy, 
^  k  illed  and  wounded,  probably  about  the  same  as  ours, 
nongii  he  took  many  more  prisoners  than  we. 

-A.   few  days  after,  the  rebels  again  attacked  Warren's  posi- 
•^^^     "but  this  time  they  were  handsomely  repulsed,  with 
pa.v-y  loss — Generals  Saunders  and  Lamar  being  among  the 
ill^d^     Warren  now  pushed  his  lines  toward  Petersburg, 
*^^lo  the  Second  Corps,  which  had  in  the  meantime  arrived, 
to  tear  up  the  railroad  in  rear  of  him. 
t  Ream's  Station,  this  gallant  Corps  of  Hancock,  on  the 
^"^ ,   suffered  a  severe  repulse.     The  rebels,  under  Hill,  at 
'^'^'^^^t;  half-past  three  in  the  afternoon,  suddenly  emerged 
^^^"X    the  woods,  in  front  of  Miles  and  Gibbon,  and  with 
O.  bayonets  and  loud  cheers,  swept  swiftly  over  the  inter- 
tig  space.     Four  batteries  at  once  concentrated  their 
on  the  column,  and  shot  and  shell  and  canister  tore 
^^o\agh  it  with  awful  destruction.     Yet,  through  it,  and 
^'^ough  the  steady  fire  of  musketry,  that  swept  without  ces- 
^^tion  the  close  formations,  they  kept  on  till  within  twenty 
V^ces  of  our  line,  when,  unable  to  breast  the  fiery  sleet  any 
longer,  they  recoiled.      Undismayed,  they  not  long  after 
Repeated  the  desperate  charge,  but  with  similar  results. 
They  then  brought  up  their  batteries,  and  played  furiously 
on  our  lines  for  nearly  a  half  an  hour,  when  the  firing  sud- 
denly ceased,  and  with  loud  yells,  and  without  firing  a  shot, 
they  again  sprang  forward — crossed  the  interval  that  sepa- 
rated them  from  our  lines,  reached  the  breastworks,  mounted 
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them  with  deafening  shouts,  and  forced  Miles  back,  captur* 
ing  several  guns. 

A  part  of  Gibbon's  men,  a  half  a  mile  distant,  were  hur- 
ried over,  to  check  the  disaster,  when  his  own  line  was 
attiicked  in  turn  by  the  dismounted  rebel  cavalry,  under 
Wade  Hampton,  and  his  works  carried.     The  enemy  doit 
pressed  his  advantage  on  all  sides.     Our  troops  fought  des- 
perately— some  regiments  being   almost  annihilated— but 
could  not  arrest  the  onset ;  and  as  night  came  on,  Hancock 
withdrew  his  Corps,  and  left  Ream's  Station  in  possession 
of  the  enemy.     In  this  disastrous  conflict,  we  lost  thirty-five 
hundred  men,  seven  colors,  and  five  guns. 

The  loss,  however,  had  not  been  all  on  one  side,  as  is  evi- 
dent from  the  two  dispatches  sent  from  Meade  to  Grant 
In  the  first  he  says  that  a  safeguard  left  on  the  battle  field 
until  after  daylight  next  morning  reported  that  '*  at  that  time 
the  enemy  had  all  disappeared,  leaving  their  dead  on  the 
field  unburied.  This  shows  how  severely  they  were  pun- 
ished, and  doubtless  hearing  of  the  arrival  of  reinforce- 
ments, they  feared  the  results  of  to-day  if  they  remained 
In  the  second  he  says,  ''  since  sending  my  last  dispatch,  I 
have  conversed  with  the  safeguard  referred  to.  He  did 
not  leave  the  field  until  after  sunrise.  At  that  time  nearly 
all  the  enemy  had  left,  moving  toward  Petersburg.  He 
says  they  abandoned  not  only  their  dead,  but  wounded  also. 
He  conversed  with  an  oflBcer,  who  said  that  their  losses 
were  greater  than  ever  before  during  the  war.  The  safe- 
guard says  that  he  was  over  the  field,  and  it  was  covered 
with  the  enemy's  dead  and  wounded.  He  has  seen  a  great 
many  battle  fields,  but  never  such  a  sight.  Nearly  all  the 
enemy's  and  all  our  wounded  were  brought  ofi*,  but  our 
tlead  were  unburied.  I  have  instructed  General  Gregg  to 
make  an  effort  to  send  a  party  to  the  field  to  bur}^  our  dead. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  enemy  in  their  desperato 
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charges  through  the  concentrated  fire  of  our  batteries,  and 
into  the  very  faces  of  such  veterans  as  composed  Hancock's 
Corps,  must  have  suffered  terribly.     Still  General  Meade's 
dispatches  bear  the  marks  of  an  effort  to  put  the  best  pos- 
sible face  on  a  very  bad  business.     When  the  results  of  a 
desperate  battle  are  made  to  depend  on  the  statements  of  a 
single  individual,  who  has  been  over  the  field,  they  should 
be  received  with  many  grains  of  allowance.     One  would  in- 
fer from  these  dispatches  that  the  battle  field  was  so  entirely 
ours  that  a  single  safeguard  could  roam  over  it  unmolested, 
making  such  observations  as  he  liked.     But  if  this  were  the 
fact,  it  seems  rather  strange  that"  the  Chief  of  cavalry  should 
1)0  ''instructed  to  make  an  effort  to  send  a  party  to  the  field 
and  bury  our  dead."     The  fact  is  the  battle  put  the  rebels 
in  possession  of  the  Weldon  railroad  at  Ream's  Station — 
which  was  only  ten  miles  from  Petersburg — up  to  Yellow  Tav- 
ern, while  Warren  held  some  four  miles  of  it  further  north. 

This  ended  all  active  operations  on  the  part  of  Grant  for 
several  weeks.  In  the  meantime  the  country  was  expecting 
great  things  from  Sheridan  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley.  He 
had  under  him  the  Sixth,  Eighth  and  part  of  the  Nineteenth 
Corps  of  infantry,  and  the  troops  that  composed  the  old 
Army  of  the  Kanawha  under  Crook,  and  Tor  berths  and 
Averill's  divisions  of  cavalry,  with  Kelley's  command,  and 
Lowell's  brigade,  to  which  in  a  few  days  was  added  the 
second  cavalry  division  of  Wilson,  from  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac.  To  meet  this  force  Early  had  about  twenty  thous- 
and men,  who,  previous  to  Sheridan's  assumption  of  com- 
mand, seemed  to  be  principally  engaged  in  thrashing  out 
grain.  • 

On  the  10th  of  August,  Sheridan  moved  his  forces  up  the 
Valley,  when  the  enemy  retired  toward  Strasburg.  Oc« 
casional  skirmishing,  and  once  a  partial  engagement  took 
place,  but  without  any  decisive  result  except  to  delay  our 
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progress,  and  inflict  on  us  more   or  less  loss.     At   New- 
town, Early  made  another  stand  in  order  to  cover  the  pas- 
sage of  his  trains,  and  repulsed  a  charge  of  our  cavalry. 
Still  falling  back,  he  evacuated  Winchester,  and  on  the  13th 
encamped  at  Cedar  Creek,  three  miles  north  of  Strasburg. 
Two  days  after,  he  withdrew  his  skirmishers  from  the  place 
and  took  position  on  Fisher's  Hill,  which  completely  com- 
manded the   town.      Sheridan  in  pushing  on,  had  passed 
several  gaps  in  the  Blue  Ridge,  ^vhich  he  had  not  sufficient 
force  to  guard.     Through  one  of  these, — Snicker's  Gap— 
Mosby  suddenly  rushed,  pouncing  on  the  supply  train  at 
Berrysville,  seized  and  burned  seventy-five  wagons,  cap- 
tured two  hundred  prisoners,  two  hundred  beef  cattle,  and 
nearly  six  hundred  horses  and  mules,  besides  a  large  quan- 
tity of  stores. 

This  of  course,  compelled  Sheridan  to  retreat  in  turn.  In 
doing  this,  he  with  his  flanking  cavalry  destroyed  every 
thing  that  could  feed  the  enemy,  except  the  live  stock 
which  he  drove  before  him  as  he  fell  back  toward  the  Poto- 
mac. Houses  of  suspected  persons  were  burned,  in  retalifr 
tion  of  Mosby's  murderous  conduct,  by  some  cavalry-men 
who  in  turn  were  attacked  by  the  rebels  and  deliberately 
murdered.  Again  retaliation  was  resorted  to  by  Sheridan, 
and  tlic  heavens  were  darkened  by  the  smoking,  burning 
buildings. 

Falling  back  through  Winchester,  which  had  been  so  often 
successively  occupied  by  rebel  and  Union  troops,  Sheridan 
took  position  near  Charlestown  where  he  was  attacked  by 
Early,  who  inflicted  severe  punishment  on  Wilson's  cavalry. 
The  Sixth  Corps  bore  the  brunt  of  the  conflict,^hich  lasted 
from  two  houi-s  before  noon  till  dark.  The  Corps  then  fell  hack 
to  Bolivar  Heights,  where  Sheridan  posted  his  army,  with 
his  right  on  the  Potomac,  and  his  left  on  the  Shenandoah, 
near  Ilarper's  Ferry,  his  head-quarters  being  at  Halltown. 
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The  two  armies  lay  confronting  each  other  here  for  sev- 
ral  days,  when  Early  once  more  fell  back  up  the  Valley. 
lS  soon  as  Sheridan  was  informed  of  this  he  again  started  in 
ursuit.  On  the  morning  of  the  28th  he  advanced  in  line 
f  battle  toward  Charlestown,  the  cavalry  leading  the  ad- 
ance.  Passing  through  this  place,  the  army  moved  for- 
ward to  its  old  battle  ground  of  the  week  before,  and 
alted.  The  next  morning  Merritt  made  a  vigorous  attack 
n  the  rebel  cavalry,  driving  it  through  the  town  of  Smith- 
eld,  and  beyond  Opequan  Creek,  where  he  was  brought 
)  a  halt  by  the  rebel  infantry.  Some  skirmishing  followed, 
hen  Sheridan  fell  back  upon  Charlestown.  But  on  the  3d 
'  September  he  again  put  his  army  in  motion,  and  near 
errysville  was  attacked  by  the  rebels,  whom  he  repulsed. 
e  then  commenced  throwing  up  breastworks,  and,  having 
icured  his  position,  remained  quietly  in  it  for  two  weeks, 
3ing  nothing  except  to  make  reconnoissances  with  his 
ivalry. 

After  nearly  a  month's  operations,  to  leave  off  where  he 
egun,  was  a  sorry  summing  up  of  the  campaign  for  Sheri- 
an,  and  a  sad  disappointment  to  the  country,  which  had 
xpected  so  much  from  the  well-known  enterprise  and  dar- 
ig  of  the  man.  It  seemed  very  evident,  either  that  Sheri- 
an  was  incompetent  to  fill  the  place  he  occupied,  or  that 
rrant  refused  to  give  him  the  men  he  needed  to  carry  out 
is  orders.  This  indecision  and  apparent  fear  of  risking  a 
attle  were  wholly  unaccountable  to  the  public,  and  much  to 
he  chagrin  of  those  who  were  tired  of  seeing  Early  roam- 
ag  up  and  down  the  Shenandoah  Valley  at  his  leisure.  It 
ams  out,  however,  that  Grant,  not  Sheridan  was  in  fault 
3r  this  state  of  things,  and  the  former  in  his  report  gives 
he  reasons  that  governed  him.     He  says : 

"  His  operations  during  the  month  of  August  and  the 
:)re  part  of  September  were  both  of  an  offensive  and  de- 
al 
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foDsive  character,  resulting  in  many  severe  skirmishes,  prin- 
cipally by  the  cavalry,  in  which  we  were  generally  success- 
ful;   but  no   general  engagement  took  place.      The  two 
armies  lay  in  such  a  position — the  enemy  on  the  west  bank 
of  the  Opequan  Creek,  covering  Winchester,  and  our  forces 
in  front  of  Berrysville — that  either  could  bring  on  a  battle 
at  any  time.     Defeat  to  us  would  lay  open  to  the  enemy  the 
States  of  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania  for  long  distances,  be- 
fore another  army  could  be  interposed  to  check  him.     Un- 
der these  circumstances,  I  hesitated  about  allowing  the  ini- 
tiative to  be  taken.     Finally  the  use  of  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  railroad  and  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal,  whiclLc:^. 
were  both  obstructed  by  the  enemy,  became  so  indispensa-. 
bly  necessary  to  us,  and  the  importance  of  relieving 
sylvania  and  Maryland  from  continuously-threatened  invic^ 
sion  so  great,  that  I  determined  the  risk  should  be  take 
But  fearing  to  telegraph  the  order  for  an  attack  witho 
knowing  more  than  I  did  of  General  Sheridan's  feelings 
to  what  would  be  the  probable  result,  I  left  City  Point 
the  15th  of  September  to  visit  him  at  his  head-quarters, 
decide,  after  conference  with  him,  what  should  be  done. 
met  him  at  Charlestown,  and  he  pointed  out  so  distinc 
how  each  ai-my  lay ;  what  he  could  do  the  moment  he 
authorized,  and  expressed  such  confidence  of  success,  th 
saw  there  were  but  two  words  of  instructions  necessa 
Go  in ! " 

This  permission  was  all  that  Sheridan  wanted.     The 
bian  policy  under  which  he  had  been  compelled  to  act 
tated  him,  and  he  constantly  felt  like  a  caged  lion.     Noiw      he 
was  a  free  man  once  more,  and  it  needed  no  spirit  of  pro^yi- 
ecy  in  one  who  knew  him,  to  foretell  that  bloody  ^ork    ^^^bb 
at  hand. 

Grant  after  hearing  Sheridan's  plans  and  approving  th^^ 
asked  if  he  could  get  ready  to  move  by  the  following  Tt3  es- 
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'.  "Yes,"  replied  the  latter,  "by  Monday;"  and  before 
iight  that  morning  the  army  was  in  motion.  By  three 
ock  in  the  afternoon  it  was  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  in 
it  of  the  rebel  position,  at  Opequan  Creek,  and  as  soon  as 
cavalry,  under  Torbert,  arrived  at  the  desired  point  on 

extreme  rebel  right,  Sheridan  ordered  a  general  ad- 
ce.  The  artillery  opened  along  the  whole  line — the  col- 
as moved  steadily  forward,  and  Early  soon  discovered 
t  Sheridan  was  at  last  in  earnest.  His  position,  however, 
i  a  strong  one,  and  he  stubbornly  held  it  until  Averill's 
.  Merritt's  bugles  were  heard  on  his  right,  as  the  firm-set 
adrons  bore  fiercely  down.  Rolled  up  before  the  impet- 
18  charge,  the  rebel  line  at  length  crumbled  into  frag- 
its,  and  the  whole  army  broke  in  utter  confasion,  and 
lamed  on  toward  Winchester  and  through  it,  halting  only 
3n  it  reached  Fisher's  Hill  thirty  miles  beyond, 
larly  left  his  wounded  and  dead  in  our  hands,  and  nearly 
36  thousand  prisoners,  together  with  five  pieces  of  artil- 
r,  and  nine  battle  flags.  Several  rebel  Generals  were 
ed,  while  on  our  side,  we  had  to  lament  the  death  of 

gallant  Russell,  commanding  a  division  of  the  Sixth 
ps.  The  dispatch  announcing  this  glorious  victory,  closed 
s :  "  We  have  just  sent  them  whirling  through  Winches- 

and  we  are  after  them  to-morrow.  This  army  behaved 
jndidly.  I  am  sending  forward  all  the  medical  supplies, 
sistence  stores,  and  ambulances." 

I'oUowing  up  Early  vigorously,  Sheridan,  on  the  21st, 
nd  himself  in  front  of  his  strong  position,  at  Fisher's 
I.  Skillfully  disposing  his  forces,  he  closed  so  suddenly, 
[  with  such  fiiry  on  the  enemy,  that  they  broke,  and  fled 
lisorder  toward  Woodstock.  Eleven  hundred  prisoners 
.  sixteen  pieces  of  artillery  fell  into  our  hands  here,  while 

road,  for  miles,  was  strewed  with  abandoned  wagons, 
psacks,  muskets,  and  everything  that  impeded  the  head?. 
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iong  flight.     Sheridan  pushed  on  to  Woodstock,  where  he 
halted  to  get  his  supplies  up. 

Averill,  however,  kept  up  the  pursuit  to  Mount  Jackson, 
twenty-five  miles  south  of  Strasburg.  Here  Early  rallied  his 
disordered  battalions,  and  once  more  turned  at  bay.  But, 
on  Sheridan's  arrival,  he  again  retreated,  though  stubbornly 
contesting  every  inch  of  ground,  and,  at  last,  made  a  deter- 
mined stand  in  Brown's  Gap,  on  the  Blue  Ridge,  eight  miles 
south-east  of  Port  Republic.  Sheridan"  pursued  as  far  as 
this  place  and  halted.  In  the  meantime,  Torbert,  with  his 
cavalry,  moved  on  Staunton  and  Waynesboro',  destroying 
bridges,  Government  property,  and  everything  that  could 
be  of  benefit  to  the  enemy. 

Early's  position,  at  Brown's  Gap,  was  too  strong  to  be 
carried  by  assault,  while  it  seriously  threatened  Sheridan's 
flank,  should  he  attempt  to  march  on  Lynchburg — the  goal 
of  all  the  expeditions  up  the  Shenandoah  Valley.  It  was 
hard  to  abandon  this  coveted  prize ;  but  he  saw  that,  unless 
Early  could  be  driven  from  Brown's  Gap,  it  would  be  mad- 
ness to  advance  farther.  Besides,  his  supplies  in  the 
were  in  danger  of  being  cut  off  by  Mosby,  and  he,  therefor 
resolved  to  fall  back. 

In  killed,  wounded,  prisoners,  and  missing.  Early  mus 
have  lost,  in  those  two  battles  and  the  retreat,  nearly  half  o 
his  army. 

While  Sheridan  was  thus  sweeping  the  enemy  from  his 
path  in  the  Valley  of  the  Shenandoah,  Grant,  who,  under 
the  most  adverse  circumstances,  still  always  found  some 
means  of  assailing  the  enemy,  made  a  sudden  movement 
north  of  the  James — the  object  and  result  of  which  he  thos 
sums  up : — 

"  By  the  12th  of  September,  a  branch  railroad  was  com- 
pleted from  the  City  Point  and  Petersburg  railroad  to  the 
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Weldon  railroad,  enabling  us  to  supply,  without  difficulty, 
in  all  weather,  the  army  in  front  of  Petersburg. 

"  The  extension  of  our  lines  across  the  Weldon  railroad, 
compelled  the  enemy  to  so  extend  his  that  it  seemed  he 
could  have  but  few  troops  north  of  the  James  for  the  de- 
fense of  Richmond.  On  the  night  of  the  28th,  the  Tenth 
Corps,  Major-General  Birney,  and  the  Eighteenth  Corps, 
Major-General  Ord  commanding,  of  General  Butler's  army, 
were  crossed  to  the  north  side  of  the  James,  and  advanced 
on  the  morning  of  the  29th,  carrying  the  very  strong  forti- 
fications and  intrenchments  below  Chapin's  Farm,  known  as 
Fort  Harrison,  capturing  fifteen  pieces  of  artillery,  and  the 
New  Market  road  and  intrenchments.  This  success  was  fol- 
lowed up  by  a  gallant  assault  upon  Fort  Gillmore,  immedi- 
ately in  front  of  the  Chapin  Farm  fortifications,  in  which  we 
were  repulsed  with  heavy  loss.  Kautz's  cavalry  was  pushed 
forward  on  the  road  to  the  right  of  this,  supported  by 
infantry,  and  reached  the  enemy's  inner  line,  but  was  unable 
to  get  further.  The  position  captured  from  the  enemy,  was 
so  threatening  to  Richmond  that  I  determined  to  hold  it. 
The  enemy  made  several  desperate  attempts  to  dislodge  us, 
all  of  which  were  unsuccessful,  and  for  which  he  paid  dearly. 
On  the  morning  of  the  30th,  General  Meade  sent  out  a 
reconnoissance,  with  a  view  to  attacking  the  enemy's  line, 
if  it  was  found  sufficiently  weakened  by  withdrawal  of  troops 
to  the  north  side.  In  this  reconnoissance  we  captured  and 
held  the  enemy's  works,  near  Poplar  Spring  Church.  In 
the  afternoon,  troops  moving  to  get  to  the  left  of  the  point 
gained,  were  attacked  by  the  enemy  in  heavy  force,  and 
compelled  to  fall  back  until  supported  by  the  forces  holding 
the  captured  works.  Oar  cavalry  under  Gregg  was  also 
attacked,  but  repulsed  the  enemy  with  great  loss." 

The  enemy  made  a  raid  during  this  month,  (on  the  19th,) 
which,  from  its  daring  and  success,  caused  some  mortifica- 
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tion  and  excitement.  Two  thousand  cattle,  which  had  been 
brought  on  for  the  use  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  were 
feeding  near  Coggings  Point,  on  the  James  River,  guarded 
by  two  regiments  of  cavalry,  on  which  Wade  Hampton,  with 
W.  F.  H.  Lee's  cavalry  division  and  two  other  brigades, 
suddenly  pounced  and  carried  oflF  the  whole,  together  with 
several  prisoners. 

Starting  from  Ream's  Station,  this  force  had  passed  around 
our  extreme  left,  and  got  in  the  rear  of  the  army,  and  yet 
with  such  secrecy  and  celerity  did  it  move,  that  though  hotly 
pursued,  it  succeeded  in  reaching  the  rebel  lines  again  with 
all  its  booty. 
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HAVAOIMO  OF  THE  SHENANDOAH  VALLEY — 8HERIDAN*8  DISPATCH — HIS  NEW 
POSITION — LEAVES  TilS  ARMY  FOR  WASHINGTON — EARLY  RESOLVES  TO 
MAKE  A  NIGHT  ATTACK — SECRECY  OF  HIS  MARCH — ROUT  OF  THE  ARMY 
OF  WESTERN  VIRGINIA  AND  OF  THE  NINETEENTH  CORPS — RETREAT  OF  THE 
WHOLE  ARMY — SHERIDAN  AT  WINCHESTER — HIS  APPROACH  TO  THE  FIELD 
— HIS  SUDDEN  ARRIVAL  AND  STIRRING  APPEALS — FORMS  A  NEW  UNB  OF 
BATTLE — REPULSE  OF  THE  ENEMY — ADVANCE  OF  HIS  LINE — THE  ENEMT^S 
POSITION  CARRIED — COMPLETE  OVERTHROW  OF  THE  REBEL  ARMY — THE 
PURSUIT — A  SUPPERLESS  ARMY — ENTHUSIASM  OF  OFFICERS  AND  MSN^— 
THE  GENERALSHIP  AND  PERSONAL  POWER  OF  SHERIDAN — THE  REBELS 
ABANDON  THE  VALLEY — HATCIIEr's  RUN — GRANT  FAILS  TO  TURN  THE  REBEL 

RIGHT BUTLER^S   DEMONSTRATION   NORTH  OF  THE  JAMES — DESTRUCTION  OF 

THE  RAM  ALBEMARLE  BY  LIEUTENANT   CUSHING THE   REBELS  IN   CANADA^— 

RAID  ON  ST.  ALBANS,  VERMONT. 

SHERIDAN  when  he  fell  back  from  the  pursuit  of  Early 
took  position  on  the  north  side  of  Cedar  Creek,  near 
Strasburg.  But  in  his  advance  and  retreat  he  had  ravaged 
the  country  with  a  ruthlessness  that  reminds  one  of  the  old, 
barbaric  wars.  How  much  of  this  destruction  of  private 
property  is  chargeable  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  from  whom 
he  received  his  orders,  and  how  much  to  himself,  we  are  un- 
able to  say,  but  it  is  a  lasting  disgrace  to  its  authors  who- 
ever they  were.  The  following  is  his  own  account  of  what  he 
did,  and  the  reasons  which  actuated  him : 

"  Woodstock,  Virginia,  October  7,  1864 — 9  p.  m. 

Lieatenant-GeneTal  U.  S.  Grant  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  command  at  this  point  to-night  I  com« 
menced  moving  back  from  Port  Republic,  Mount  Crawford,  Bridgewatcr, 
and  Harrisonburg  yesterday  morning.  The  grain  and  forage  in  advance  of 
these  points  had  previously  been  destroyed.    In  moving  back  to.  this  poin/ 
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the  whole  country  from  the  Blue  Ridge  to  the  North  Mountain  has  bec^^ 
made  entirely  untenable  for  a  rebel  army.     I  have  destroyed  over  two  thoi 
sand  barns  filled  with  wheat,  and  hay,  and  farming  implements,  over  sevent 
mills  filled  with  flour  and  wheat;  have  driven  in  front  of  the  army  overfoi 
thousand  head  of  stock,  and  have  killed  and  issued  to  the  troops  not  k 
than  three  thousand  sheep.     This  destruction  embraces  the  Luray  Valley' 
and  Little  Fort  Valley,  as  well  as  the  main  Valley.     A  large  number  c  ^ 
horses  have  been  obtained,  a  proper  estimate  of  which  I  cannot  now  make^^  ^e. 
Lieutenant  John  R.  Meigs,  my  engineer  officer,  was  murdered  beyond  Hi 
risonburg,  near  Dayton.     For  this  atrocious  act  all  the  houses  within  i 
area  of  five  miles  were  burned.     Since  I  came  into  the  Valley  from  Harpei't 
Ferry,  every  train,  every  small  party,  and  every  straggler  has  been  busl 
whacked  by  the  people,  many  of  whom  have  protection-passes  from  con 
roanders  who  have  been  liitherto  in  that  Valley.     The  people  here  are  gel 
ting  sick  of  the  war.     Heretofore  they  have  had  no  reason  to  complain,  be 
cause  they  have  been  living  in  great  abundance.    I  have  not  been  followe 
by  the  enemy  to  this  point,  with  the  exception  of  a  small  force  of  the  rebt 
cavalry  that  showed  themselves  some  distance  behind  my  rear-guard  to-di^. 
A  party  of  one  hundred  of  the  Eighth  Ohio  cavalry,  which  I  had  statioiK 
at  tlie  bridge  over  the  North  Shenandoah,  near  Mount  Jackson,  was  attackc 
by  McNeil  with  seventeen  men,  while  they  were  asleep,  and  the  whole 
dispersed  or  captured.     I  think  they  will  all  turn  up.     I  learn  that  fifty- 
of  them  had  reached  Winchester.     McNeil  was  mortally  wounded,  and  fi^ 
into  our  hands.     This  was  fortunate,  as  he  was  the  most  daring  and  dango^- 
ous  of  all  tlic  bushwhackers  in  this  section  of  the  country. 

(Signed)  P.  H.  Shsridan,  Major  GrcneniL''   ^^^ 

This  is  a  sad  record  for  one  to  make  of  himself,  in  tlizzBiis 
age  of  civilized   warfare.     The   burning  by  wholesale,  of 

barns  and  mills,  because  the  hay  and  grain  in  them  mig-^sht 
be  seized  by  the  rebels,  would  by  the  same  logic  justify  c-     an 
invading  array  at  all  times   for  "razing  every  house,  a« — nd 
burning  every  blade  of  grass"  on  the  line  of  its  marc — :^h 
"  War,"  Sherman  said,  "  is  necessarily  cruel ;"  but  to  m^E^b- 
gate  its  severity  as  much  as  possible,  it  has  been  establish  ^Bd 
as  a  rule  of  civilized  warfare,  that  private  property  sh  ^^ 
be  respected,  except  when  it  is  needed  for  the  sustenam.^ 
of  the  army,  or  where  the  owners  are  convicted  of  open 
hostility.     For  a  General  to  justify  such  wholesale  destruc- 
tion of  property,  and  thereby  inflict  suffering  and  want  on 
women  and  children,  on  the  ground  that  the  enemy  would 
rob  them  if  he  did  not,  is  not  only  a  violation  of  the  rules 
of  civilized  warfare,  but  very  miserable  logic. 
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This  mode  of  reasoning  was  far  better  carried  out  by  the 
incient  barbarians,  who  killed  the  children  of  their  enemies, 
lest  they  should  grow  up  to  be  warriors,  and  the  mothers, 
lest  they  should  give  birth  to  heroes.  The  ravages  of  war 
have  their  limit  without  reference  to  consequences,  and  civ* 
ilized  nations  have  fixed  that  limit.  "  To  make  a  solitude  and 
call  it  peace,"  was  in  the  old  dark,  rude  times  the  motto,  but 
it  does  not  belong  to  this  age.  The  massacre  of  all  the 
''oung  inen  just  entering  the  age  that  would  render  them 
abject  to  military  duty,  would  injure  an  enemy  far  more 
ban  the  burning  of  barns,  and  mills,  and  houses,  but  we 
ispect  that  but  few  would  justify  it.  Because  some  wretch 
lurdered  a  man,  to  burn  all  the  houses — many  of  them  con- 
iining  helpless  widows,  "  within  an  area  of  five  miles  "  is  a 
•-ilder  sort  of  justice  than  any  man  of  sound  judgment,  or 
a  educated  conscience  will  approve.  That  punishment  was 
esei'ved  and  severity  needed  in  many  cases,  no  one  will 
oubt,  but  if  they  could  not  be  meted  out  with  some  dis- 
rimination,  they  had  better  have  been  let  alone.  England 
id  nothing  half  so  bad  as  this  in  our  Revolution. 

During  his  retreat,  Sheridan  was  attacked  on  the  9th  of 
October,  by  the  rebel  General  Rosser  with  a  large  body  of 
lavalry,  but  defeated  him,  taking  three  hundred  and  fifty 
prisoners,  and  eleven  pieces  of  artillery — ^keeping  him,  as 
lie  former  said,  "on  the  jump  "*for  twenty-six  miles. 

Sheridan,  now  thinking  that  the  enemy  was  too  severely 
:>unished  to  molest  him  for  the  present,  left;  the  army  for  a 
ihort  visit  to  Wjishington. 

BATTLE    OF   CEDAR   CREEK,  OR  MTDDLETOWN. 

The  army  at  this  time  was  posted  on  three  moderate  hills, 
extending  for  three  miles  across  the  country,  each  one  a 
little  back  of  the  other. 

The  first  and  foremost  one,  some  four  or  five  miles  north 
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of  Fisher's  Hill,  was  held  by  the  army  of  West  Virgii^  j 
under  Crook ;  the  second,  half  a  mile  to  the  rear  of  this,  V^j, 
the  Nineteenth  Corps,  under  Emory,  the  turnpike  running 
between  them.     The  third  and  last,  still  farther  back  v^as 
occupied  by  the  Sixth  Corps,  with  Torbert's  superb  cavaliy 
covering  its  right  flank.     Early,  who  had  been  reinforced 
by  twelve  thousand  men,  heard  that  Sheridan  was  in  Wash- 
ington, and  at  once  resolved  to  attack  the  army  before  his 
return.     On  the  night  of  the  18th,  he  crossed  the  mountains 
which  separate  the  branches  of  the  Shenandoah,  and  forded 
the  north  fork,  marching  in  five  columns.     There  was  a 
dense  fog  at  the  time,  wrapping  everything  in  impenetrable 
darkness ;  but  Early  knew  the  ground  thoroughly,  and  with 
trusty  guides  was  in  no  danger  of  being  misled.    He  or- 
dered all  the  men  to  leave  their  canteens  behind,  lest  their 
clanking  against  the  shanks  of  the  bayonets  should  be  heard 
by  our  pickets  and  give  the  alarm.     His  march  was  to  be 
noiseless,  and  he  directed  that  all  the  orders  should  be  giv^i 
in  a  low  tone,  for  although  the  movement  was  to  be  made 
with  an  army  of  between  twenty  and  thirty  thousand  men, 
it  must  be  with  the  utmost  secrecy.     Discovery  would  be 
fatal. 

The  whole  enterprise  was  hazardous  beyond  expressiaU- 
He,  however,  moved  off  toward  our  left,  unperceive^ 
though  about  two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  some  of  the  picfe' 
ets  on  duty  reported  that  they  heard  a  heavy,  muffled  train  J 
and  rustling  through  the  underbrush,  as  though  a  multitude 
was  marching  along  the  front.  This  information  causc?^ 
some  precautions  to  be  taken,  but  no  reconnoissance  ^f^ 
sent  out  The  truth  is,  a  serious  attack  by  Early  was  no* 
dreamed  of,  and  the  main  army  slumbered  on  wholly  unsnS' 
picious  of  danger. 

All  this  time,  the   steady  columns  were  sweeping  <^ 
through  the  gloom,  now  pushing  through  the  dripping  trees, 
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.  now  fording  a  stream — skirting  our  position  for  miles — 
.at  length,  an  hour  before  day-break,  the  rebel  troops, 
rering  with  cold,  stood  within  six  hundred  yards  of  our 
ips. 

!)rook  had  ordered  a  reconnoissance  to  be  made  on  this 
ruing,  and  the  force  was  preparing  to  march,  when  there 
denly  burst  through  the  fog,  a  deafening  yell  from  ten 
usand  throats,  and  then  came  the  blaze  and  crash  of 
aketry.  The  surprise  was  complete  and  the  panic  fright- 
The  roll  of  di'ums,  bugle  calls,  and  shouts  of  officers, 
se  on  every  side,  and  the  troops  rushed  frantically  to 
IS,  but  before  any  line  of  battle  could  be  formed,  the 
uting,  clamorous  rebels  were  upon  them.  Without  a  mo- 
it's  check  or  hindrance,  they  swept  like  a  billow,  up  and 
r  the  hill,  and  over  the  breastworks.  A  brief  struggle 
ive  minutes  at  the  latter,  and  then  the  Army  of  Western 
ginia  became  a  herd  of  fugitives,  fleeing  in  wild  disorder 
k  toward  the  second  hill,  a  half  a  mile  in  the  rear,  where 

the  Nineteenth  Corps. 

L  few  regiments  wheeled  and  tried  to  make  a  stand,  but 
"e  borne  swiftly  back  before  the  impetuous  flood.  The 
.eteenth  Corps,  having  a  little  time  to  prepare  for  the 
ck,  attempted  to  arrest  the  progress  of  the  enemy,  but 

latter  sweeping  down  the  road,  got  in  its  rear,  and  it 
n  broke  and  fled  toward  the  hill,  on  which  the  Sixth 
Tps  lay.  The  batteries  which  had  been  captured,  were 
r  turned  upon  us,  and  enfiladed  our  entire  line.  Wright 
>nce  formed  a  new  line  of  battle,  and  attempted  to  check 

firightful  rush  of  the  fugitives. 
The  force  of  the  onset  seemed  now  very  much  spent,  for 

rebels  began  to  advance  with  more  caution,  and  bring 
wrard  their  artillery.  Besides,  the  rich  plunder  of  two 
aps  was  too  tempting  a  prize  for  the  half-starved  troops 
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of  Early,  and  they  left  their  ranks  in  crowds,  and  began  to 
pillage. 

Had  Wright  known  this,  it  is  possible  that  he  might  have 
made  a  successful  stand  where  he  was,  but  the  rebels  having 
possession  of  the  turnpike  that  led  toward  Winchester,  he 
feared  that  his  communications  would  be  severed,  and  there- 
fore fell  back  toward  Middletown.  He  had  repulsed,  in  the 
meantime,  a  tremendous  charge  of  the  enemy,  which  gave 
him  breathing  space,  and  enabled  him  to  cover  the  immense 
crowd  of  fugitives  that  darkened  all  the  fields  and  the  high- 
way in  the  rear.  Amid  the  roar  of  artillery,  incessant  vol- 
leys of  musketry,  and  shouts  and  yells  of  the  pursuers,  were 
heard  the  cries  and  screams  of  teamsters  as  they  endeavored 
to  get  off  with  the  heavy  trains. 

The  rebels  still  assailing  our  left  flank,  kept  up  a  murder- 
ous fire,  shaking  it  terribly,  so  that  Merritt  and  Custer,  with 
two  divisions  of  cavalry,  were  sent  over  to  check  them, 
when  a  severe  contest  followed  in  the  wooded  fields,  near 
Middletown.  Strengthened  by  our  captured  artillery,  they 
brought  their  overwhelming  batteries  to  bear  on  our  ex- 
hausted columns,  and  so  shattered  the  hard-pressed  left, 
that  only  a  short  stand  could  be  made  at  Middletown,  and 
the  army  passed  through  it  toward  Newtown,  five  milea 
in  the  rear.  On  the  heights  around  the  former  place.  Early 
planted  his  batteries,  which  poured  in  a  terrible  fire  on  the 
uncovered  army,  as  it  slowly  fell  back  along  the  tighway, 
and  across  the  fields. 

Sheridan,  on  his  way  back  to  the  army,  had  slept  at  Win- 
chester, twenty  miles  distant,  the  night  before.  In  the  morn- 
ing, little  dreaming  of  the  terror  reigning  in  his  campii 
front,  he  sat  down  to  his  breakfast,  and  after  it  was  finished, 
he  mounted  his  horse  and  with  his  escort  rode  leisurely  for- 
ward. His  noble  army  had  then  been  struggling  on  the  brink 
of  destruction,  for  four  long  hours.     As  it  fell  back,  and  he 
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ode  forward,  and  the  enemy  began  to  open  with  his  nume- 
ous  artillery,  the  deep  vibrations  that  made  the  earth  trem- 
ble, caused  him  to  look  up  in  surprise.  Still,  he  felt  no 
ineasiness,  for  he  was  confident  that  if  Early  had  attacked 
lis  strong  position  at  Cedar  Creek,  he  would  be  ten-ibly 
^aten. 

But  as  the  thunder  of  the  guns  grew  louder  and  more 
lontinuous,  and  was  evidently  rolling  back  toward  him,  his 
)ractised  ear  told  him  too  well  that  a  heavy  battle  was  rag- 
ng  in  front,  and  that  his  army  was  retreating.  Startled 
rom  his  composure,  as  the  terrible  truth  flashed  over  him, 
le  dashed  the  spurs  into  his  horse,  and  was  soon  far  ahead 
>f  his  escort,  tearing  madly  along  the  road.  Soon  he  met 
»mp-followers  and  fugitives  from  the  field,  who  declared 
hat  all  was  lost. 

What !  his  noble  army,  that  only  a  few  weeks  before  he 
lad  led  twice  to  victory,  broken,  shattered,  gone!  In  a 
noment,  the  lion  in  his  nature  was  roused,  and  instead  of 
)eing  overwhelmed  at  the  disaster,  he  rose  above*  it — it 
hall  not  be  so,  he  mentally  exclaimed.  As  the  cloud  of 
ugitives  deepened,  he  shouted — as  he  drove  on  and  swung 
ds  cap  over  his  head — "  Face  the  other  way,  boys,  face  the 
)ther  way ;  we  are  going  back  to  our  camps ;  we  are  going 
o  lick  them  out  of  their  boots." 

The  frightened  stragglers  paused  and  shouted,  as  they  saw 
heir  gallant  Chieftain  fly  past,  and  even  the  wounded,  lying 
Jong  the  road-side,  cheered  him.  With  his  face  blazing 
nth  excitement,  and  his  horse  covered  with  foam,  he  sud- 
lenly  appeared  in  front  of  his  astonished  army,  and  at  once 
ordered  the  retreat  to  stop.  The  enemy  had  paused  in  his 
pursuit,  so  that  our  army  was,  at  this  time,  out  of  the  range 
if  his  guns,  which  enabled  Sheridan  to  take  measures  to 
rrest  the  fugitives  and  bring  them  back,  and  in  a  short  time 
e  had  a  new  line  of  battle  formed. 


600  FIRST    REPULSE    OF    THE    ENEMT. 

Then,  for  two  hours,  he  rode  backward  and  forward 
along  the  front,  now  looking  over  the  ground,  and  now  en- 
couraging the  men.  "  Boys,"  said  he,  "  if  I  had  been  here, 
this  never  should  have  happened.  I  tell  you  it  never  should 
have  happened.  And  now  we  are  going  back  to  onr  campa 
We  are  going  to  get  a  twist  on  them.  We  are  going  to  lick 
them  out  of  their  boots." 

Shouts  and  cheers  followed  him,  and  though  they  had 
eaten  nothing  since  the  night  before,  and  been  fighting  for 
five  hours,  the  excited  soldiers  felt  a  new  strength  inftised 
into  them  by  the  confident  bearing  and  language  of  their 
heroic  Commander. 

At  length  the  rebel  army  was  seen  advancing  across  the 
autumnal  fields,  moving  straight  on  the  position  held  by  the 
Nineteenth  Corps.  Sheridan  sent  word  to  Emory  to  stop 
them  at  all  hazards.  He  did  so,  after  a  severe  but  short 
contest,  in  which  General  Bidwell  was  killed,  and  Grover 
wounded. 

Emdry  immediately  dispatched  an  aid  to  Sheridan  with 
the  news  that  the  enemy  was  repulsed.  "  That's  good,  that's 
good,"  laughed  Sheridan.  "Thank  God  for  that.  Now, 
then,  tell  General  Emory  if  they  attack  him  again  to  go  after 
them,  and  follow  them  up,  and  to  sock  it  into  them,  and  to 
give  them  the  devil."  And,  with  almost  every  word,  bring- 
ing his  right  hand  down  into  the  palm  of  his  left  with  a 
sharp  blow,  he  added,  "  We'll  get  the  tightest  twist  on 
them  yet  you  ever  saw — we'll  have  all  those  camps  and  can- 
non back  again." 

Whether  aware  of  Sheridan's  arrival,  or  astounded  at  the 
new  and  formidable  line  of  battle  that  appeared  before  him, 
while  a  large  part  of  his  own  army  was  rioting  amid  the 
the  camps,  at  all  events,  Early  at  once  abandoned  the  offen- 
sive and  fell  back,  and  began  to  throw  up  breastworte- 
evidently  designing  to  hold  the  position  till  next  day,  which 
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Y  all  ordinary  rules,  should  be  the  earliest  moment  that  our 
angry,  exhausted,  and  discomfited  army  could  be  ready  to 
lake  any  movement.  But  Sheridan  had  no  intention  of 
aiting  till  his  army  was  thoroughly  re-organized  and  re- 
ruited.  Right  then  and  there,  he  was  determined  to  wipe 
at  the  stigma  of  this  disgraceful  defeat,  and  make  the  same 
ispatch  that  carried  the  news  of  the  overthrow  of  his  army, 
ury  also  the  thrilling  tidings  of  its  glorious  victory. 

At  half  past  three,  the  orders  were  given  for  a  general 
ivance — the  drums  rolled  along  the  line,  the  bugles  pealed 
dti  and,  heralded  by  the  deep-mouthed  cannon,  the  steady 
attalions  moved  forward.  It  was  a  magnificent  sight — the 
)lid  advance  of  that,  but  just  now,  fugitive  host.  Emerg- 
ig  from  the  woods  that  had  concealed  it,  the  army  swung 
aldly  out  into  the  open  field,  and  moved  swiftly  forward 
>ward  the  enemy's  position.  In  an  instant,  the  rebel  bat- 
Ties  opened,  followed  by  a  tremendous  volley  of  mus- 
Btry.  The  steady  lines  were  rent  before  it,  and  fell  sud- 
snly  back. 

The  sight  roused  Sheridan  almost  to  frenzy,  and  galloping 
nid  the  broken  ranks,  he,  by  his  thrilling  appeals,  and 
most  superhuman  efforts,  restored  order,  and  although  his 
w  remaining  cannon  could  make  but  a  feeble  response  to 
e  overwhelming  batteries  of  the  enemy,  he  ordered  the 
lyance  to  be  resumed. 

**  The  next  moment,  came  a  prolonged  roar  of  musketry, 
ingled  with  the  long-drawn  yell  of  our  charge — then  the 
tillery  ceased — the  musketry  died  into  spattering  bursts, 
id  over  all  the  yell  triumphant.  Every  thing  on  the  first 
le,  the  stone  walls,  the  advanced  crest,  the  tangled  wood, 
id  the  half-finished  breastworks,  had  been  carried."  But 
le  rebels,  from  a  new  position,  opened  with  their  artillery, 
id  shot  and  shell  crashed  through  our  ranks.  Sheridan, 
jedless  of  the  storm,  dashed  along  the  front — ^giving  all  his 
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orders  to  division  and  corps  commanders  in  person ;  for  k 
this  fearful  crisis,  he  would  trust  no  subordinates.  His  eyes 
flashed  fire,  and  his  countenance  wore  a  confident  expres- 
sion, while  his  short,  emphatic  appeals  rung  like  a  bugle- 
call  to  his  excited  troops,  who  responded  with  a  shout,  a^ 
through  the  thickets,  over  the  stone-walls  and  ridges,  they 
went  with  a  thrilling  cheer.  The  astonished  enemy  turned 
and  fled  in  confusion  over  the  fields. 

As  they  streamed  down  into  the  Middletown  meadows, 
Sheridan  saw  that  the  time  for  the  cavalry  had  come,  and 
ordered  a  charge.  The  bugles  pealed  forth  their  stirring 
notes,  and  the  dashing  squadrons  of  Custer  and  Merritt  came 
down  like  a  clattering  tempest  on  the  right  and  left,  dou- 
bling up  the  rebel  flanks,  and  cleaving  a  terrible  path 
through  the  broken  ranks.  Back  to,  and  through  our 
camps,  which  they  had  swept  like  a  whirlwind  in  the  morn- 
ing, the  panic-stricken  rebels  went,  pellmell,  leaving  all  the 
artillery  they  had  captured,  and  much  of  their  own,  and 
strewing  the  way  with  muskets,  clothing,  knapsacks,  and 
every  thing  that  could  impede  their  flight.  The  infantry 
were  too  tired  to  continue  the  pursuit,  but  the  cavalry  kept 
it  up,  driving  them  through  Strasburg  to  Fisher's  Hill,  and 
beyond,  to  Woodstock,  sixteen  miles  distant. 

The  wearied  troops  stacked  their  arms  in  their  pillaged 
camps,  "  and  slept  that  night  as  they  had  fought  that  day, 
without  food;"  yet  ever  and  anon,  as  reports  would  come  in 
from  the  pursuing  cavalry,  announcing  the  capture  of  guDS 
and  prisoners,  loud  cheers  would  be  sent  up.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  dead  and  wounded  lay  every  where,  and  the  field 
presented  a  ghastly  spectacle,  nothing  could  check  the  wild 
excitement  and  enthusiasm  of  oflficers  and  men  at  their  great, 
unexpected  victory. 

This,  in  some  respects,  was  one  of  the  most  remarkable 
battles  in  history.     Other  lost  fields   have  been  won,  but 
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mrely  by  the  presence  of  a  single  man.  Marengo  was  lost 
to  Napoleon,  but  won  again  by  the  arrival  of  the  gallant 
Desaix,  with  his  fresh  column.  Shiloh  was  lost  to  Grant, 
but  won  again  by  the  opportune  arrival  of  Buell,  with  his 
trained  battalions ;  but  here  a  lost  battle  was  won  by  the 
arrival  of  Sheridan  alone.  By  the  power  of  his  single 
presence  as  he  dashed  along  the  shattered  lines,  and  the 
magic  of  his  voice,  as,  now  gay  and  confident,  and  now 
stern  and  terrible,  he  strengthened  the  discouraged,  or  awed 
the  timid,  and  recalled  the  fugitives,  he  was  able  to  reorgan- 
ize the  broken  ranks  almost  under  the  guns  of  the  enemy. 
He  not  only  dissipated  despair,  and  restored  confidence,  but 
breathed  into  the  army  enthusiasm,  and  daring,  and  positive 
strength,  so  that  after  hours  of  defeat  and  terrible  losses  in 
men  and  artillery,  it  not  merely  made  a  successful  stand, 
but  broke  into  a  furious  offensive,  and  charging  the  victo- 
rious enemy  behind  his  intrenchments,  drove  him  in  utter 
rout  from  the  field.  This  single  battle,  if  he  had  fought 
no  other,  would  stamp  Sheridan  as  a  great  Commander. 

It  could  be  truly  said  of  him  as  Carlyle  said  of  Cromwell : 
**  He  was  a  strong  man  in  the  high  places  of  the  field,  and 
hope  shone  in  him  like  a  pillar  of  fire,  when  it  had  gone  out 
in  all  other  men." 

Our  loss  in  this  battle  amounted  to  over  six  thousand 
men,  while  that  of  the  enemy  was  not  probably  much  over 
a  third  as  great — thus  showing  under  what  immense  disad- 
vantage Sheridan  snatched  victory  from  the  very  jaws  of 
defeat  After  this  there  was  some  skirmishing  and  cavalry 
engagements  in  the  Valley  of  the  Shenandoah,  but  it  was 
finally  abandoned  by  the  enemy,  and  in  six  weeks  the  Sixth 
Corps  returned  to  the  army  before  Richmond. 

Soon  after  this  great  victory,  Grant  made  another  attempt 
to  get  nearer  Richmond,  by  operating  heavily  on  the  enemy's 
right  flank  as  he  had  done  before.     The  movement  was 
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kept  a  profound  secret,  and  several  days  were  spent  in  pre- 
paration for  it.     The  sick,  together  with  the  baggage  and 
commissary  stores,  were  sent  to  City  Point,  where  the  gun- 
boats could  protect  them,  and  three  days'  rations  and  forage 
were  issued  to  the  cavalry,  and  four  days'  rations  to  the  in- 
fantry.   The  long  line  of  intrenchments  were  almost  denuded 
of  men,  and  it  looked  as  though  the  army  did  not  intend  to« 
return.     The   point  of  attack  was  Hatcher's  Run — the  ter-- 
mination  of  the  enemy's  works  on  his  right — and  to  render  i 
more  successful,  Butler  at  the  same  time  was  to  make  a 
monstration  on  the  north  side  of  the  James,  in  order  to  dra 
off  the  rebel  force  in  that  direction.     But,  like  all  the  oth- 
movements  hitherto  made  around  Richmond   and  Pete 
burg,  this  also  proved  a  sad  failure.     We  will  not  giv 
detailed  account  of  the  causes  that  prevented  success, 
whole  movement,  and  its  results  are  thus  summed  up 
General  Grant. 

"  On  the  27th  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  leaving  only 
ficicnt  to  hold  its  fortified  line,  moved  by  the  enemy's  ri 
flank.     The  Second  Corps,  followed  by  two  divisions  of 
Fifth  Corps,  with  the  cavalry  in  advance  and  covering- 
left  flank,  forced  a  passage  of  Hatcher's  Run,  and  moved 
the  south  side  of  it  toward  the   South-side  railroad,    xi 
the  Second  Corps  and  part  of  the  cavalry  reached  the  Bo 
ton   plank  road,  where  it  crosses  Hatcher's  Run.     At    t^ 
point  we  were  six  miles  distant  from  the  South-side  railro^n 
which  I  had  hoped  by  this  movement  to  reach  and  ho^' 
But  finding  that  we  had  not  reached  the  end  of  the  enero^ 
fortifications,  and  no  place  presenting  itself  for  a  succcssfoi 
assault  by  which  he  might  be  doubled  up  and  shorten  e<3f  J 
determined  to  withdraw  to  within  our  fortified  line.     Ordenr 
were  given  accordingly.     Immediately  upon  receiving  b  /im- 
port that  General  Warren  had  connected  with  General  Ssd- 
cock,  I  returned  to  my  head-quarters.     Soon  after  I  left)  tic 
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enemy  moved  out  across  Hatcher's  Run,  in  the  gap  between 
Generals  Hancock  and  Warren,  which  was  not  closed  as  re- 
ported, and  made  a  desperate  attack  on  General  Hancock's 
right  and  rear.  General  Hancock  immediately  faced  his 
corps  to  meet  it,  and  after  a  bloody  combat,  drove  the  ene- 
my within  his  works,  and  withdrew  that  night  to  his  old  po- 
sition. 

''  In  support  of  this  movement  General  Butler  made  a  dem- 
onstration on  the  north  side  of  the  James,  and  attacked  the 
enemy  on  the  Williamsburg  road,  and  also  on  the  York 
Hiver  railroad.  In  the  former  he  was  unsuccessful ;  in  the 
latter  he  succeeded  in  carrying  a  work  which  was  after- 
xvard  abandoned,  and  his  forces  withdrawn  to  their  former 
positions. 

"  From  this  time  forward  the  operations  in  front  of  Pe- 
tersburg and  Richmond  until  the  spring  campaign  of  1865, 
were  confined  to  the  defense  and  extension  of  our  lines,  and 
to  offensive  movements  for  crippling  the  enemy's  lines  of 
communication,  and  to  prevent  his  detaching  any  consider- 
able force  to  send  south." 

The  •  night  before  this  grand  movement  took  place,  a 
most  daring  expedition  was  successfully  carried  out  by  a 
young  lieutenant  in  the  navy,  on  the  Roanoke  River.  The 
Ram  Albemarle,  since  its  fight  with  our  fleet,  had  lain  at 
Plymouth,  carefully  guarded  and  protected.  The  Navy  De- 
partment, wishing  to  get  rid  of  this  monster,  had  sent,  the 
Summer  previous.  Lieutenant  W.  B.  Gushing  to  New  York 
with  full  powers  to  make  all  necessary  preparations  for  the 
perilous  undertaking  of  effecting  her  destruction.  Having 
at  length  constructed  a  torpedo  boat,  he  returned  with  it  to 
the  Sound,  and  on  the  night  of  the  27th  of  October  pro- 
ceeded with  it,  in  his  steam  launch  up  the  river.  Thirteen 
officers  and  men  composed  the  entire  crew,  all  of  whom  felt 
that  the  chance  of  their  return  was  more  than  doubtful.    It 
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vas  eight  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  to   where 
the  ram  lay,  while  the  stream,  which  would  not  average 
over  two  hundred  yards  in  width,  was  lined  the  whole  way 
with  pickets.     About  a  mile  below  the  ram,  lay  the  wreck 
of  the   Southfield,  which   the   former  had   destroyed,  sur- 
rounded by  schooners.     The  night  was  dark,  and  so  cau- 
.tiously  did  Gushing  move  that  he  was  undiscovered  by  the 
pickets  on  shore,  and  passed  within  twenty  yards  of  the 
Southfield,  unnoticed  by  those  on  guard  there.     Having 
now   got   close   to   the   ram,    which  by  a  light  on  shon 
could  be  seen,  made  fast  to  the  wharf,  he  ordered  on  a  full 
head  of  steam  and  pressed  forward.     As  he  steamed  pas" 
the  vessel  he  saw   she   was  surrounded  by  a  pen  of  lo| 
thirty  feet  wide,  placed  there  to  prevent  any  such  attack 
the  one  he  was  now  making.     Performing  a  complete  circl 
so  as  to  come  squarely  down,  he  sent  the  launch's  bo^ 
full  against  the  pen  of  logs.     The  rebels  had  however  dr^ 
covered  his  approach,  and  opened  on  him  with  a  territ 
fire.     Many   were  struck.     ''The  bullets,"   says   Cushii 
"  struck  my  clothing  three  times,  and  the  air  seemed  full 
them.     In  a  moment  we  had  struck  the  logs,  just  abreast 
the  quarter  port,  breasting  them  in  some  feet,  and  our  ^^  — ^j 

resting  on  them.  The  torpedo  boom  was  then  lowered,  t — "^^■nd 
by  a  vigorous  pull  I  succeeded  in  driving  the  torpedo  un-^^^Ier 
the  overhang  and  exploded  it,  at  the  same  time  that  the  -Al- 

bemarle's gun   was  fired.     A  shot  seemed  to  go  crash^ 
through  my  boat  and  a  dense  mass  of  water  rushed  in  ff  < 
the   torpedo,  filling   the   launch   and   completely  disabli 
her."     He  was  now  within  fifteen  feet  of  the  ram,  from  f— 
deck  of  which  an  incessant  stream  of  fire  fell  into  his  gallai 
little  band.     Seeing  his  hopeless  condition,  the  enemy  haile 
him  and  ordered  him  to  surrender.     The  young  hero  sen   ^' 
"back  his  stem  refusal,  and  took  unflinchingly  the  desola--^ 
ting  fire. 
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Seeing,  by  the  light  of  their  own  fire,  that  he  was  fast 

oing  to  the  bottom,  they  again  hailed  him,  demanding  his 

urrender.     Again  he  refused,  and  coolly  taking  off  his  coat 

nd  shoes,  he  told  the  men  to  save  themselves  as  they  best 

ould,  and  sprang  into  the  river,  and  struck  out  for  the  mid- 

^flle  of  the  stream.     He  then  swam  with  the  current,  and 

''^vhen  a  half  a  mile  below  the  ram,  came  upon  Acting-Mas- 

erVmate  Woodman,  very  much  exhausted,  and  nobl}^  tried 

o  get  him  ashore  but  was  unable  to  do  so,  and  had  to  see 

im  sink  by  his  side,  when  he  again  turned  for  the  shore. 

e  had  barely  strength  to  reach  it,  but  not  enough  to  crawl 

xip  the  bank,  and  so  lay  until  near  daylight,  when  he  crept 

xnto  a  swamp  close  to  the  fort. 

After  he  had  rested  awhile,  he  arose  and  traveled  for 
several  hours  through  the  swamp,  until  he  came  to  its  ter- 
:xiunation,  when  he  plunged  into  another,  and,  at  length, 
xeached  a  creek,  in  which  he  found  a  skiff  belonging  to  the 
picket  of  the  enemy.  Capturing  this,  he  pulled  out  into  the 
stream,  and  by  eleven  o'clock,  was  once  more  safe  among 
lis  friends.  A  more  daring,  gallant  deed  is  scarcely  to  be 
found  in  the  records  of  our  glorious  navy. 

Secretary  Welles  sent  him  a  complimentary  letter,  and 
the  country  rung  with  his  praises.  He  had  done  his  work 
well,  for  this  much-dreaded  ram,  blown  up  by  the  torpedo, 
sunk  at  her  moorings.  Only  one,  besides  himself,  escaped, 
of  all  this  gallant  crew — the  rest  being  killed,  captured,  or 
drowned. 

During  this  month,  also,  an  event  occurcd  on  our  Nqjrth- 
ern  frontier,  which  caused  the  most  intense  excitement 
throughout  the  country.  The  Canadian  Provinces  from  the 
commencement  of  the  war,  had  been  the  resort  of  rebel 
refugees,  who  were  constantly  organizing  plots  against  the- 
Federal  Government.  One  was  set  on  foot  the  year  before, 
to  release  twenty-five  hundred  rebel  prisoners  on  Johnson^s 
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Island,  in  Lake  Erie,  who,  with  rebels  in  Canada,  were  to 
burn  Buffalo  and  other  Lake  cities,  but  it  was  discovered  in 
lime,  and  hence  abandoned.  So  also  in  September,  of  this 
year,  John  Y.  Beall,  a  rebel  ofl&cer,  captured  and  destroyed 
two  steamboats  on  the  lakes. 

On  the  19th  of  this  month,  forty  armed  men,  headed  by 
one  Young,  suddenly  rode  into  the  village  of  St.  Albans,^ 
Vermont,  fifteen  miles  from  the  Canadian  frontier,  and  rob- 
bing the  Bank  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  escape 
in  safety.     They  fired  upon  the  panic-stricken  inhabitan 
mortally  wounding  one. 

They  were  afterward   seized  and  tried  in  Canada,  b 
were  all  finally  discharged.   The  Bank  recovered  a  part  of  i^ 
money,  but  no  concessions  were  made  to  our  Governme 
for  this  violation  of  its  territory,  which  caused  it  to  ad 
measures  that  interrupted,  for  a  time,  the  usual  nommuni 
tions  between  the  Provinces  and  the  States. 

The  seizure  of  the  rebel  privateer,  Florida,  the  7th  of 
month,  in  the  Bay  of  San  Salvador,  by  Capt.  Collins,  cau 
a  good  deal  of  excitement,  and  brought  ^  protest  from 
Brazilian  Government  against  such  invasions  of  her  te 
tory.     It  was  a  high-handed  outrage,  and  our  Govern 
promptly  made  satisfactory  reparation  for  it. 
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CHAPTER    XXXVI. 

SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER,  1864, 
Operations  west  during  the  autumn — in  Arkansas,  kansas,  and  mis- 

BOURI price,  STEELE,  AND  ROSECRANS CAPTURE  OF  ATHENS  BY  FOR- 
REST  HIS    FARTHER    OPERATIONS GENERAL    BURBRIDGE  SENT  TO    DESTROY 

THE  SALT-WORKS  AT  SALTVILLE,  VIRGINIA — SHERMAN  AT  ATLANTA — DAVIS 
IN  GEORGIA — HOOD  AGAIN  TAKES  THE  FIELD— FALLS  ON  SHERMAN^S  COM- 
MUNICATIONS  GALLANT   DEFENSE    BY    CORSE,    OF   ALLATOONA PURSUIT   OP 

HOOD— THOMAS  AT  NASHVILLE — SHERMAN  PREPARES  FOR  HIS  GEORGIA 
CAMPAIGN — ROME  BURNED — DESTRUCTION  OF  PROPERTY — BURNING  OF  AT- 
LANTA. 

ALTHOUGH  during  the  Spring,  Summer,  and  Autumn 
of  1864,  the  two  great  campaigns  of  Sherman  and 
Grant  occupied  almost  the  undivided  attention  of  the  coun- 
try, still,  as  we  have  seen,  in  Missouri,  Arkansas,  Ken- 
tucky, Tennessee,  and  the  Carolinas,  hostilities  were  kept 
up,  though  they  apparently  had  no  direct  bearing  on  the 
final  result. 

Those  minor  events  of  the  East  we  have  already  traced 
till  nearly  the  close  of  Autumn.  The  military  operations 
outside  of  Sherman's  army,  during  the  months  of  September 
and  October,  West,  are  thus  summed  up  by  Grant : — 

"About  the  last  of  August,  it  being  reported  that  the 
rebel  General  Price,  with  a  force  of  about  ten  thousand 
men,  had  -reached  Jacksonport,  on  his  way  to  invade  Mis- 
souri, General  A.  J.  Smith's  command,  then  en  route  from 
Memphis  to  join  Sherman,  was  ordered  to  Missouri.  A  cav- 
alry force  was  also,  at  the  same  time,  sent  from  Memphis, 
under  command  of  Colonel  Winslow.  This  made  General 
Eosecrans'  forces  superior  to  those  of  Price,  and  no  doubt 
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was  entertained  he  would  be  able  to  check  Price  and  drive 
him  back,  while  the  forces  of  General  Steele,  in  Arkansas, 
would  cut  off  his  retreat.  On  the  26th  day  of  September, 
Price  attacked  Pilot  Knob  and  forced  the  garrison  to  re- 
treat, and  thence  moved  north  to  the  Missouri  River,  and 
continued  up  that  river  toward  Kansas.  General  Curtis, 
commanding  the  Department  of  Kansas,  immediately  col 
lected  such  forces  as  he  could  to  repel  the  invasion  of  Kan 
sas,  while  General  Rosecrans'  cavalry  was  operating  i 
his  rear. 

"  The  enemy  was  brought  to  battle  on  the  Big  Blue  an 
defeated,  with  the  loss  of  nearly  all  his  artillery  and  trai 
and  a  large  number  of  prisoners.     He  made  a  precipita 
retreat  to  Northern  Arkansas.     The  impunity  with  whic^T^ 
Price  was  enabled  to  roam  over  the  State  of  Missouri,  foi* 
long  time,  and  the  incalculable  mischief  done  by  him,  sho 
to  how  little  purpose  a  superior  force  may  be  used, 
ia  no  reason  why  General  Rosecrans  should  not  have  cone 
trated  his  forces,  and  beaten  and  driven  Price  before  the 
ter  reached  Pilot  Knob. 

"September  20th,  the  enemy^s  cavalry,  under  Fonr^^s/ 
crossed  the  Tennessee,  near  Waterloo,  Alabama,  and  oa     "tfce 
23rd  attacked  the  garrison  at  Athens,  consisting  of  six  Im^xs^. 
dred  men,  which  capitulated  on  the  24th.     Soon  after*    -fclie 
surrender,  two   regiments  of  reinforcements  arrived,     ^nd 
after  a  severe  fight  were  compelled  to  surrender.     Forirest 
destroyed  the  railroad  westward,  captured  the  garrison.    Bt 
Sulphur  Branch  trestle,  skirmished  with  the  garrison  at  I^u- 
laski  on  the  27th,  and  on  the  same  day  cut  the  Nashville  ^^^ 
Chattanooga  railroad,  near  TuUahoma  and  Dechard.        ^^ 
the  morning  of  the  30th,  one  column  of  Forrest's  commBJa4 
under  Buford,  appeared  before  Huntsville  and  sumnioi^^ 
the  surrender  of  the  garrison.     Receiving  an  answer  in    ^^         I :  ^i 
negative,  he  remained  in  the  vicinity  of  the  place  u-**" 
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:t  morning,  when  he  again  summoned  its  surrender  and 

eived  the  same  reply  as  on  the  night  before.  He  with- 
in the  direction  of  Athens,  which  place  had  been  re- 
soned,  and  attacked  it  on  the  afternoon  of  the  1st  of 
ber,  but  without  success.     On  the  morning  of  the  2nd, 

renewed  his  attack,  but  was  handsomely  repulsed. 

'  -Another  column  under  Forrest,  appeared  before  Golum- 

>  on  the  morning  of  the  1st,  but  did  not  make  an  attack, 
the  morning  of  the  3rd,  he  moved  toward  Mount  Pleas- 
While  these  operations  were  going  on,  every  exertion 

3  made  by  General  Thomas  to  destroy  the  forces  under 
c"rest,  before  he  could  recross  the  Tennessee,  but  he  was 
tble  to  prevent  his  escape  to  Corinth,  Mississippi. 
*  In  September,  an  expedition,  under  General  Burbridge, 
s  sent  to  destroy  the  salt-works  at  Saltville,  Virginia.  He 
t  the  enemy  on  the  2nd  of  October,  about  three  miles  and 
^alf  from  Saltville,  and  drove  him  into  his  strongly  lu- 
rched position  around  the  salt-works,  from  which  he  was 
^-tle  to  dislodge  him.  During  the  night  he  withdrew  his 
cimand  and  returned  to  Kentucky." 
C'le  interest,  however,  in  these  various  expeditions  and 
V^ements  was  more  local  than  general.  East,  as  has  been 
t^d,  with  the  failure  at  Hatcher's  Run,  in  October,  closed, 
the  Autumn,  all  movements  of  importance  with  the  Army 
the  Potomac.  It  was  evidently  at  a  dead-lock  Avith  the 
^my. 

It  was  not  so,  however,  with  the  other  great  army  en- 
itnped  at  Atlanta.     The  fall  of  this  place  which  threatened 

>  bisect  again  the  Southern  Confederacy,  caused  the  most 
itense  feeling  South,  and  Davis  hastened  from  his  Capital 
)  Georgia  to  still  the  clamors  of  the  disaffected,  and  raise 
le  courage  of  the  desponding.     He  made  violent  speeches, 

which  he  seemed  to  lose  both  his  reason  and  temper, 
ing  language  that  can  hardly  be  accounted  for,  except  on 
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the  ground  of  temporary  insanity,  arising  from  some  cause 
or  other.     Still  with  his  aid,  Hood  was  reinforced  with  forty 
thousand  militia,  and  by  the  last  of  September,  declared 
himself  ready  to  move.     Unable  to  cope  with  Shermao  ix 
the  open  field,  he  resolved  to  throw  himself  on  his  long  lira- « 
of  communications,  and  compel  him  to  fall  back  to  Cha^i-- 
tanooga. 

Moving  rapidly,  he  broke  up  the  railroad  in  vario^tjs 
places.  Beyond  Allatoona,  nearly  to  Dallas,  he  had  it  pret^Bty 
much  all  his  own  way,  so  that  during  the  entire  month  azoi 

October,  Sherman  was  cut  off  from  Chattanooga.     The  foi ^e- 

sight  of  the  latter,  in  making  Allatoona  a  secondary  bag==5e, 
was  now  apparent.     If  it  could  be  taken,  his  army  woii    "Id 
be  in  a  perilous  position.    This  Hood  knew,  and  dispatche^t  a 
whole  rebel  division,  under  French,  to  capture  it.    Shermm^  3, 
aware  of  his  designs,  sent  a  signal  from  the  distant  Kenesai.  w 
Mountains  to  General  Corse,  who  was  in  command  of  Konn.  e, 
to  take  his  brigade,  and  move  with  the  utmost  speed    lo 
Allatoona,  and  hold  it  against  all  opposition,  until  he  hi 
self  could  arrive  with  help. 

Pushing  forward  by  railroad,  this  gallant  officer  read 
the  place  with  about  two  thousand  men  before  French  d  i^ 
and  at  once  made  his  dispositions  to  defend  it  to  the 
As  soon  as  the  rebel  General,  with  his  overwhelming  for< 
arrived,  he  sent  the  following  message  to  Corse : — 

"Around  Allatoona,  October  5,  186^  — 

Commanding  Officer  U,  S,  Forces,  Allatoona: 

Sir, — I  have  placed  the  forces  under  my  command  in  such  positic^ 
that  you  are  surrounded,  and  to  avoid  a  needless  effusion  of  blood,  I  call 
you  to  surrender  your  forces  at  once,  and  unconditionally.     Five  mini^ 
will  be  allowed  you  to  decide.     Should  you  accede  to  this,  you  vill 
treated  in  the  most  honorable  manner  as  prisoners  of  war. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully  yours, 

S.  G.  FRENCH, 
Major-General  Commanding  Forces  C.  8." 
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Co  this  peremptory  order,  backed  by  an  entire  division, 
gallant  Corse  replied  in  the  following  droll,  yet  curt 
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"  IIead-quarters  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Armt  Corps,  ) 

Allatoona,  Ga.,  8.30  a.  m.,  October  6,  1864.  j 

T' General  S.  G.  Frenchy  C.  S.  Army^  etc: 

Your  communication  demanding  surrender  of  my  command,  I  ac- 
''ledge  the  receipt  of,  and  respectfully  reply  that  we  are  prepared  for  the 
idless  eft'usion  of  blood,"  whenever  it  is  agreeable  to  you. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedien^  servant, 

JOHN  M.  CORSE, 
Brifjadier-General  Commandinor  Forces  U.  S." 

orse  had  but  little  time  to  arrange  his  defense,  as  he 
:lied  the  place  that  very  morning,  a  little  after  midnight, 
rman,  in  his  dispatch,  says  of  Corse,  in  the  desperate 
a-gement  that  followed — "  his  description  of  the  defense 
>  graphic  that  it  leaves  nothing  for  me  to  add."  We 
ie  with  him,  and  therefore  let  him  tell  his  own  story. 
I  had  hardly  issued  the  incipient  orders,  when  the  storm 
^e  in  all  its  fury  on  the  Thirty-ninth  Iowa  and  Seventh 
lois.  Young's  brigade  of  Texans,  one  thousand  nine 
dred  strong,  had  gained  the  west  end  of  the  ridge,  and 
'^ed  with  great  impetuosity  along  its  crest,  till  they 
ck  Rowett's  command,  where  they  received  a  severe 
^k;.but  undaunted,  they  came  again  and  again.  Row- 
reinforced  by  the  Ninety-third  Illinois,  and  aided  by 
gallant  Redfield,  encouraged  me  to  hope  we  were  safe 
^,  when  I  observed  a  brigade  of  the  enemy,  under  Gen- 
^  Sears,  moving  from  the  north,  its  left  extending  across 
railroad.  I  rushed  to  the  two  companies  of  the  Ninety- 
*d  Illinois,  which  were  on  the  brink  of  the  cut  running 
th  from  the  redoubt  and  parallel  with  the  railroad — they 
"ing  been  reinforced  by  the  retreating  pickets — and  urged 
m  to  hold  on  to  the  spur ;  but  it  was  of  no  avail.     The 
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enemy's  line  of  battle   swept  us  like   so   much  chaff,  a 
struck  the  Thirty-ninth  Iowa  in  flank,  threatening  to  eng 
our  little   band  without  further  ado.     Fortunately  for 
Colonel  Tourtellotte's  fire  caught  Sears  in  flank,  and  br 
him  so  badly  as  to  enable  me  to  get  a  staff-officer  over 
cut,  with  orders  to  bring  the  Fiftieth  Illinois  over  to  iv.^=rxi3. 
force  Rowett,  who  had  lost  very  heavily.     However,  be$>:>;.g 
the  regiment  sent  for  could  arrive,  Sears  and  Young  fc^o/A 
rallied,  and  made  their  assaults  in  front  and  on  the  flo^ui 
with  so  much  vigor  and  in  such  force,  as  to  break  Rowet:  fs 
line,  and  had  not  the  Thirty-ninth  Iowa  fought  with  the  d  cs- 
peration  it  did,  I  never  would  have  been  able  to  get  a  ir^:tn 
back  into  the  redoubt.     As  it  was,  their  hand-to-hilnd  cc^n- 
flict  and  stubborn  stand  broke  the  enemy  to  that  extent^     he 
must  stop  and  re-form,  before  undertaking  the  assault  on  t:.  T^® 
fort.     Under  cover  of  the  blow  they  gave  the  enemy,  t^^ 
Seventh  and  Ninety- third  Illinois,  and  what  remained  oft- "^^ 
Thirty-ninth  Iowa,  fell  back  into  the  fort. 

The  fighting  up  to  this  time  (about  eleven  a.  m.)  was  o  ^^ 
most  extraordinary  character.     Attacked  from   the  no 
from  the  west,  and  from  the  south,  these  three  regimeiu 
Thirty-ninth  Iowa,  Seventh  and  Ninety-third  Illinois, 
Young's  and  a  portion  of  Sears's  and  CockeraPs  brigades 
bay  for  nearly  two  hours  and  a  half     The  gallant  Colo 
Redfield,  of  the  Thirty-ninth  Iowa,  fell  shot  in  four*  plac 
and  the  extraordinary  valor  of  the  men  and  oflQcers  of  t 
regiment,  and  of  the  Seventh  Illinois,  saved  to  us  Allatoo 
So  completely  disorganized  was  the  enemy,  that  no  regu^^        ^ 
assault  could  be  made  on  the  fort,  till  I  had  the  trenches  ^- 
filled,  and  the  parapets  lined  with  men. 

The  Twelfth  Illinois,  and  Fiftieth  Illinois  arriving  ft 
the  east  hill,  enabled  us  to  occupy  every  foot  of  trench 
keep  up  a  line  of  fire  that,  as  long  as  our  ammunition  laste^ 
Would  render  our  little  fort  impregnable." 
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But  the  ammunition  gave  out,  and  a  brave  fellow,  whose 
lame  he  forgot,  crossed  over  to  another  fort  under  the 
inemy's  fire,  and  brought  back  an  armful  and  the  fight' 
rent  on. 

Sherman,  anxious  about  AUatoona,  hastened  forward,  and 
bout  ten  o'clock  reached  the  top  of  the  Kenesaw,  eighteen 
lies  distant.  He  says,  ''I  could  see  the  smoke  of  battle, 
td  hear  the  faint  sound  of  artillery."  He  immediately 
ished  forward  a  brigade,  and  flew  his  signal  telling  Corse 
a-t  telp  was  coming.  But  this  heroic  Commander  had  too 
iot  on  his  hands  to  be  looking  out  for  signals.  He  knew, 
tliout  them,  that  Sherman  was  hurrying  forward  troops  to 
^  x^elief  as  fast  as  they  could  march. 
Tlie  fight  was  kept  up,  and  the  smoke  of  battle  wrapped 

-  combatants,  while  far  away  on  the  serene  heights  of 
•i^iesaw  stood  Sherman  flying  his  signals  and  watching 
•oiigh  his  glass  to  see  if  they  were  answered.  For  a  long 
^^  they  waved  unheeded,  but  at  last  an  answer  came,  and 

Isnew  then  that  while  Corse  lived,  the  rebel  force  would 
^^r  have  AUatoona.  At  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
^   Tebel  General  gave  it  up — for,  repulsed  in  every  attack, 

-  Saw  he  was  only  increasing  his  piles  of  dead,  and  ordered 
^  bugles  to  sound  retreat. 

Sherman,  hurrying  forward  his  army,  passed  through  Al- 
^toona  to  Kingston,  which  he  reached  on  the  6th,  and  at 
^Hee  reinforced  Resaca — before  which  Hood  had  appeared 
^Hd  demanded  its  surrender — and  pushed  forward  toward 
the  same  point  with  the  main  army.  The  succeeding  move- 
iients,  until  the  pursuit  was  abandoned,  and  Hood  left  to 
novo  north,  while  he  prepared  his  Georgia  campaign,  are 
)est  described  in  his  own  language.     He  says : 

"  Arriving  at  Resaca  on  the  evening  of  the  fourteenth,  I 
letermined  to  strike  Hood  in  flank,  or  force  him  to  battle, 
nd  directed  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  General  Howard, 


mished  for  the  purpose  of  holding  him  there  until  Stan" 
could  get  to  his  rear.  But  the  enemy  gave  way  ab  < 
noon,  and  wa3  followed  through  the  Gap,  escaping  beC 
General  Stanley  had  reached  the  further  end  of  the  ^; 
The  next  day,  the  sixteenth,  the  armies  moved  directly 
ward  Lafayette,  with  a  view  to  cut  oiF  Hood's  retr 
VCc  found  him  intrenched  in  Ship's  Gap,  but  the  lea<3 
division  (Wood's)  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps  rapidly  carriecl 
advanced  posts  held  by  two  companies  of  a  South  Caro 
regiment,  making  them  prisoners.  The  remaining  ei 
companies  escaped  to  the  main  body  near  Lafayette.  ' 
next  morning  we  passed  over  into  the  Valley  of  the  CJ 
tooga,  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  moving  in  pursuit  by 
fayette  and  Alpine,  toward  Blue  Pond ;  the  Army  of 
Cumberland  by  Summerville  and  Mellville  Post-Office 
Gaylosville ;  and  the  Army  of  the  Ohio  and  Garrard's  o 
airy  from  Villanow,  Dirttown  Valley,  and  Goover's  Gap 
Ga3lesville.  Hood,  however,  was  little  encumbered  w 
trains,  and  marched  with  great  rapidity,  and  had  succeed, 
in  getting  into  the  narrow  gorge  formed  by  the  Looko" 
Range  abutting  against  the  Coosa  River,  in  the  neighbc 
hood  of  Gadsden.     He  evidently  wanted  to  avoid  a  fight 
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posted  near  Little  River,  with  instructions  to  feel  forward 
^n  support  of  the  cavalry,  which  was  ordered  to  watch  Hood 
^n  the  neighborhood  of  WilFs  Valley,  and  to  give  me  the 
earliest  notice  possible  of  his  turning  northward.  The  Army 
Df  the  Ohio  was  posted  at  Cedar  Bluff,  with  orders  to  lay  a 
pontoon  across  the  Coosa,  and  to  feel  forwai'd  to  centre,  and 
down  in  the  direction  of  Blue  Mountuin.  The  Army  of  the 
Cumberland  was  held  in  reserve  at  Gaylesville ;  and  all  the 
troops  were  instructed  to  draw  heavily  for  supplies  from  the 
surrounding  country.  In  the  meantime  communications 
were  opened  to  Rome,  and  a  heavy  force  set  to  work  in  re- 
pairing the  damages  done  to  our  railroads.  Atlanta  was 
abundantly  supplied  with  provisions,  but  forage  was  scarce; 
and  General  Slocum  was  instructed  to  send  strong  foraging 
parties  out  in  the  direction  of  South  River,  and  collect  all 
the  corn  and  fodder  possible,  and  to  put  his  own  trains  in 
good  condition  for  further  service. 

"Hood's  movements  and  strategy  had  demonstrated  that  he 
lad  an  army  capable  of  endangering  at  all  times  my  com- 
munications, but  unable  to  meet  me  in  open  fight.  To  fol- 
low him  would  simply  amount  to  being  decoyed*  away  from 
Georgia,  with  little  prospect  of  overtaking  and  overwhelm- 
ing him.  To  remain  on  the  defensive,  would  have  been  bad 
policy  for  an  army  of  so  great  value  as  the  one  I  then  com- 
manded ;  and  I  was  forced  to  adopt  a  course  more  fruitful 
in  results  than  the  naked  one  of  following  him  to  the  South- 
west. I  had  previously  submitted  to  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  a  general  plan,  which  amounted  substantially  to  the 
destruction  of  Atlanta  and  the  railroad  back  to  Chattanooga, 
and  sallying  forth  from  Atlanta  through  the  heart  of  Geor- 
gia, to  capture  one  or  more^of  the  great  Atlantic  seaports. 
This  I  renewed  from  Gaylesville,  modified  somewhat  by  the 
change  of  events. 

"  On  the  twenty-sixth  of  October,  satisfied  that  Hood  had 
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moved  westward  from  Gadsden  across  Sand  Mountain,  I  de- 
tached the  Fourth  Corps,  Major-General  Stanley,  and  or- 
dered him  to  proceed  to  Chattanooga  and  report  to  Major- 
General  Thomas  at  Nashville." 

Thomas  had  been  sent  on  from  Atlanta  to  take  charge  of 
all  the  troops  in  the  State,  and  those  en  route  to  reinforce 
the  army,  and  Sherman  says : — 

"  Subsequently,  on  the  30th  of  October,  I  also  detached 
the  Twenty- third  Corps,  Major-General  Schofield,  with  the 
same  destination ;  and  delegated  to  Major-General  Thomas 
full  power  over  all  the  troops  subject  to  my  command,  ex- 
cept the  four  Corps  with  which  I  designed  to  move  into 
Georgia.    This  gave  him  the  two  divisions  under  A.  J.  Smith, 
then  in  Missouri,  but  en  route  for  Tennessee,  the  two  Corps 
named,  and  all  the  garrisons  in  Tennessee,  as  also  all  the  cav- 
alry of  my  Military  Division,  except  one  division  under  Brig- 
adier-General Kilpatrick,  which  was  ordered  to  rendezvous 
at  Marietta." 

General  Wilson  had  been  sent  from  the  Army  of  the  Po- 
tomac to  take  charge  of  his  cavalry,  and  he  ordered  him 
also  to  report  to  Nashville  with  all  the  dismounted  detach- 
ments, and  collect,  equip,  and  organize  all  the  cavalrj'in 
Tennessee  and  Kentucky  and  report  to  Thomas. 

"  These  forces  I  judged  would  enable  General  Thomas  to 
defend  the  railroad  from  Chattanooga  back,  including  Nash- 
ville and  Decatur,  and  give  him  an  army  with  which  he  could 
successfully  cope  with  Hood,  should  the  latter  cross  the  Ten- 
nessee northward. 

"  By  the  1st  of  November,  Hood's  army  had  moved  froio 
Gadsden,  and  made  its  appearance  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Decatur,  where  a  feint  was  m^de ;  he  then  passed  on  to 
Tuscumbia,  and  laid  a  pontoon-bridge  opposite  Florence.  I 
then  began  my  preparations  for  the  march  through  Georgia, 
having  received  the  sanction  of  the  Commander-inChief  for 
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carrying  into  effect  my  plan,  the  details  oT  which  were  ex- 
plained to  all  my  corps  commanders  and  heads  of  staff 
departments,  with  strict  injunctions  of  secrecy.  I  had  also 
communicated  full  details  to  General  Thomas,  and  had  in- 
formed him,  I  would  not  leave  the  neighborhood  of  Kings- 
ton until  he  felt  perfectly  confident  that  he  was  entirely  pre- 
pared to  cope  with  Hood,  should  he  carry  into  effect  his 
threatened  invasion  of  Tennessee  and  Kentucky.  I  estima- 
ted Hood's  force  at  thirty-five  thousand  infantry,  and  ten 
thousand  cavalry."  • 

Sherman  then  moved  his  army  by  easy  marches  back  to 
the  neighborhood  of  Smyrna  camping  ground,  sent  all  sur- 
plus artillery  and  baggage  to  Chattanooga,  put  Kilpat- 
rick's  cavalry  force  in  the  best  possible  condition,  ordered 
Corse,  at  Rome,  to  burn  every  thing  there  that  could  be  of 
service  to  the  enemy,  and,  at  the  same  time,  destroyed  all 
the  railroads  in  and  around  Atlanta,  and  finally  ordered  all 
the  garrisons  north  of  Kingston  to  fall  back  to  Chattanooga, 
taking  with  them  the  public  property  and  railroad  stock, 
and  the  rails  from  Resaca,  saving  the  latter  for  future  use. 
He  thus  rapidly  and  effectually  cut  himself  clear  from  the 
outer  world,  and  stripped  himself  for  the  race. 

Rome  was  first  burned ;  and  a  thousand  bales  of  cotton, 
two  flour  mills,  two  tanneries,  a  foundery,  machine  shops, 
store-houses,  and  bridges,  were  set  on  fire,  making  a  fearful 
conflagration.  The  soldiers  seeing  the  work  of  destruction 
commenced,  applied  the  torch  to  the  private  dwellings,  and 
soon  the  flames  leaped  and  roared  through  the  murky  atmo- 
sphere, lighting  up  the  nightly  heavens  with  a  lurid  glare, 
and  flooding  field  and  mountain  in  flame. 

A  few  days  after,  Atlanta  shared  the  same  fate.  The 
Michigan  engineers  were  detailed  to  effect  its  destruction. 
A  foundery,  worth  a  half  a  million  of  dollars,  was  first  in  a 
blaze,  then  an  oil  refinery,  followed  by  a  freight  ware-house, 
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in  which  were  stored  several  bales  of  cotton.  The  depot, 
turning-tables,  freight  sheds,  and  stores  around,  were  soon  a 
fiery  mass.     The  heart  was  burning  out  of  beautiful  Atlanta. 

"  The  few  people  that  had  remained  in  the  city,  fled, 
scared  by  the  conflagration  and  the  dread  of  violence. 

"  The  Atlanta  Hotel,  Washington  Hall,  and  all  the  square 
around  the  railroad  depot,  were  soon  in  one  sheet  of  flame. 
Drug  stores,  dry  goods'  stores,  hotels,  negro  marts,  theatres, 
and  grog-shops,  were  all  now  feeding  the  fiery  element. 
Worn-out  wagons  and  (famp  equipage  were  piled  up  in  the 
depot,  and  added  to  the  fury  of  the  flames. 

"  A  stone  ware-house  was  blown  up  by  a  mine.  Quarter- 
masters ran  awjiy,  leaving  large  stores  behind.  The  men 
plunged  into  the  houses,  broke  windows  and  doors  with  their 
muskets,  dragging  out  armfuls  of  clothes,  tobacco,  and  whis- 
key which  was  more  welcome  than  all  the  rest.  The  men 
dressed  themselves  in  new  clothes,  and  then  flung  the  rest 
into  the  fire. 

'^  The  streets  were  now  in  one  fierce  sheet  of  flame ;  houses 
were  falling  on  all  sides,  and  fiery  flakes  of  cinders  were 
whirled  about.  Occasionally  shells  exploded,  and  excited 
men  rushed  through  the  choking  atmosphere,  and  hurried 
away  from  the  city  of  ruins. 

''  At  a  distance  the  city  seemed  overshadowed  by  a  cloud 
of  black  smoke,  through  which,  now  and  then,  darted  a 
gushing  flame  of  fire,  or  projectiles  hurled  from  the  burn- 
ing ruin. 

"  The  sun  looked,  through  the  hazy  cloud,  like  a  blood-red 
ball  of  fire ;  and  the  air,  for  miles  around,  felt  oppressive 
and  intolerable.  The  Tyre  of  the  South  was  laid  in  ashes^ 
and  the  'Gate  City'  was  a  thing  of  the  past."* 

On  the  12th  of  November,  Sherman  stood  detached  from 

•  Captain  Conyngham. 
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^1  its  communications  ready  to  move.  His  army  "  was  com- 
posed of  four  Corps :  the  Fifteenth  and  Seventeenth,  con- 
stituting the  right  wing,  under  Major-General  0.  0.  How- 
ard ;  the  Fourteenth  and  Twentieth  Corps,  constituting  the 
left  wing,  under  Major-General  H.  W.  Slocum,  making  an 
aggregate  strength  of  sixty  thousand  infantry,  with  one 
cavalry  division  of  five  thousand  and  five  hundred  men, 
under  Brigadier-General  Judson  Kilpatrick,  and  the  artil- 
lery reduced  to  the  minimum,  one  gun  per  one  thousand 
men. 

"  The  whole  force  was  moved  rapidly,  and  grouped  about 
Atlanta  on  the  14th  of  November." 
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4HKRMAN   PREPARKS   TO    MARCH — ORDERS   RESPKCTIKO   FORAGINO     PARTIES — 

DIVISION   OF  THB   ARMY 8LOCUM*8   WING B0WARD*8  WING KILPATRICR*8 

CAVALRY MARCH  OF  TUK  FORMER — PILLAGE  OF  MADISON 8LOCUM  EN- 
TERS  MILLEDOEVILLB — MARCH    OF   THB    RIGHT  WING THB  ENEMY  AT  LOVE- 

JOY^S — KILPATRICK^S  CAVALRY — MACON  LEFT  IN  THB  REAR SHERMAN  EN- 
TERS MILLEDOEVILLB  AND  OCCUPIES  THB  GOVERNOR'S  ROUSE — THE  SOL- 
DIERS   ORGANIZE   A    LEGISLATURE — REBELS   REPULSED   AT  GRI8WOLDVILLE 

XILPATRICK    DRIVES  WHEELER  BEFORE   HIM   AND  THREATENS  AUGUSTA THE 

ARMY  AT  MILLBN — MARCH  TO  SAVANNAH — CAPTURE  OF  FORT  MC  ALLISTER 
BY  HAZEN — SAVANNAH  INVESTED — HARDEE  SUMMONED  TO  SURRENDER — 
SHERMAN  STARTS  FOR  PORT  ROYAL — THE  CITY  EVACUATED— SHE RMAN's  DIS- 
PATCH  TO   THB   PRESIDENr REVIEW   OF   THE   CAMPAIGN. 

IN  preparing  for  his  march  across  the  State  of  Georgia, 
Sherman  gave  stringent  rules  for  the  conduct  of  his 
troops.  Of  necessity,  they  must  live  oflF  the  country.  He. 
therefore,  issued  the  following  order : — 

"  The  army  will  forage  liberally  on  the  country  durin;^ 
the  march.      To  this  end,  each  brigade  Commander  wil^^""^ 
organize  a  good  and  efficient  foraging  party,  under  conc^^     ^ 
mand  of  one  or  more  discreet  officers.     To  regular  foragint::^  - 
parties  must  be  intrusted  the  gathering  of  provisions  ^c:^^^  f 
forage  at  any  distance  from  the  roads  traveled. 

"  As  for  horses,  mules,  wagons,  &c.,  the  cavalry  and  «1t^^:»rt3. 
lery  may  appropriate  freely  and  without  limit     Foragi^f  <^q«. 
parties  may  also  take  mules  or  horses  to  replace  the  ja^^^^(]ed 
animals  of  their  trains,  or  to  serve  as  pack-mules  for  the  re^-^". 
ments  or  brigades." 

This  order  shows  that  Sherman  possessed  the  right  spr^cDirit, 
and  desired  that  his  army  should  not .  behave  like  handikizzJ/tti 
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Every  brigade  and  regiment  had  its  organized  foraging 
party,  which  was  to  forage  under  established  rules,  and  be 
under  the  command  of  one  or  more  discreet  officers.  It  was 
also  ordered, — 

"  Soldiers  shall  not  enter  the  dwellings  of  the  inhabitants 
or  commit  any  trespass ;  but,  during  the  halt  or  camp,  they 
may  be  permitted  to  gather  turnips,  potatoes  and  other  veg- 
etables, and  drive  in  stock  in  front  of  their  camps." 

Ofl&cers  were  also  directed  "  to  leave  with  each  family  a 
reasonable  portion  for  their  maintenance." 

These  were  humane  regulations,  and  shed  as  much  lustre 
on  Sherman's  character,  as  his  great  victories.  But  who, 
familiar  with  the  history  of  invading  armies,  does  not  know 
'what  foraging  in  the  enemy's  country  means.  Foraging 
parties  are  usually  joined  by  every  servant  and  idler  about 
the  camps,  who,  in  the  various  expeditions,  scatter  over  the 
country,  enter  houses  and  strip  the  inmates  of  jewelry,  and 
every  thing  valuable  that  they  possess,  and  often  commit 
violence  of  the  grossest  kind.  Sherman's  army  formed  no 
exception  to  this  rule. 

Says  an  officer,  who  commanded  in  the  expedition,  in 
speaking  of  these  lawless  hangers-on : — "  In  most  instances, 
they  burned  down  houses  to  cover  their  depredations,  and 
in  some  cases,  took  ^he  lives  of  their  victims,  as  they  would 
n'ot  reveal  concealed  treasures.  These  gangs  spread  like 
locusts  over  the  country.  In  all  cases  where  the  foraging 
parties  were  under  the  command  of  a  respectable  officer, 
they  acted  with  propriety,  simply  taking  what  provisions 
and  necessaries  they  needed.  They  might  as  well  have 
stripped  the  place,  though,  for  soon  came  the  bummers,  and 
commenced  a  scene  of  ruin  and  pillage.  Boxes  were  burst 
open ;  clothes  dragged  about ;  the  finest  silks,  belonging  to 
the  planters'  ladies,  carried  off  to  adorn  some  negro  wenches 
around  camp;  pictures,  books,  furniture,  all  tossed  about 
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and  torn  in  piecea     Though  these  wretches  were  actl^ft 
against  military  orders,  there  was  no  one  to  complain.    1^^^ 
planter  and  his  family  were  thankful  if  they  escaped  wi^li 
their  lives." 

When  about  to  start,  Sherman  wrote  to  Admiral  Port  ^5^, 
on  the  Atlantic  coast,  that  he  might  be  ^4ooking  out  for  b.JX'Ki 
about  Christmas,  from  Hilton  Head  to  Savannah,"  and  "fto 
his  wife,  "  this  is  my  last  letter  from  here;  you  will  only  h^^cuf 
of  me  hereafter  through  rebel  sources." 

The  four  Corps,  as  before  stated,  were  divided  into  t^^^ffo 
wings — the  right,  ^consisting  of  the  Fifteenth  and  Sev  ^^  n- 
teenth,  was  commanded  by  Howard ;  and  the  left,  compos ^Bd 
of  the  Fourteenth  and  Twentieth,  by  Slocum.  There  "ve^^ 
no  general  train  of  supplies  for  the  army,  but  each  Coir^ 
had  its  own,  distributed  among  the  brigades  and  regimen  *s^ 
the  whole  amounting  to  about  two  thousand  wagons. 

The  march,  when  practicable,  was  to  be  by  four  parallel 
roads,  to  commence  every  morning  at  seven  o'clock,  and   1o 
average  fifteen  miles  a  day.      Howard,  with  the  right  wiii^ 
was  to  follow  the  Georgia  Central  railroad,  running  in  « 
south-westerly  direction,  through  Macon  and  Milledgevillc^ 
to   Savannah ;   while  Slocum,  with  the  left   wing,  woaM 
march  along  the  railroad  running  due  east  to  Augusta — ^bofi 
roads  to  be  destroyed  as  the  armies  advanced.     Two  divi* 
sions  of  cavalry,  under  Kilpatrick,  covered  the  flanks  of  the 
columns.     It  was  a  hundred  and  seventy  miles  to  Augusta, 
by  the  railroad  along  which  Slocum   marched,  and  tiro 
hundred  and  ninety-one  to  Savannah,  by  that  which  How- 
ard took. 

Slocum,  moving  out  on  different  roads,  and  destroying  the 
rail  track  as  he  advanced,  pushed  on  through  Decatur,  Stone 
Mountain,  Social  Circle,  Rutledge,  and  Madison — filling  the 
inhabitants  with  consternation,  especially  at  the  latter  place 
While  the  depot  and  railroad  track  were  being  destroys 
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ire,  together  with  two  hundred  bales  of  cotton,  the  strag- 
ers  entered  the  place  and  pillaged  unchecked.  Stores 
^re  burst  open^houses  entered,  and  plates  and  valuables 
rricd  off,  while  mirrors  and  pianos  were  ruthlessly  smashed, 
ine-cellars  were  broken  into,  and  the  liquors  drank  till 
Idiers  were  seen  reeling  along  the  streets.  All  the  stores 
ere  gutted  and  the  contents  scattered  around ;  even  a  mil- 
ler's shop  was  entered  and  sacked,  and  the  ribbons  and 
)Wers  put  in  the  caps  of  the  soldiers. 
This  disgraceful  scene  continued  until  the  head  of  Slo- 
im's  column  entered  the  place,  when  it  was  quickly  brought 

a  close,  and  a  guard  placed  over  what  was  left  of  the 
wn. 

From  Madison,  the  division  of  Geary  marched  on  the  Oco- 
je  River,  while  a  body  of  cavalry  crossed  it  and  advanced 

Greenboro',  sixty-four  miles  fix)m  Augusta*  From  this 
ace,  however,  it  turned  directly  south  toward  Milledge- 
lie.  The  Fourteenth  Corps  wheeled  in  the  same  direction 
fore  it  reached  the  town,  marching  toward  the  same  point, 
d  last,  Geary,  farther  to  the  east,  took  the  same  direction, 
Dving  down  the  west  bank  of  the  Oconee. 
On  the  21st,  Slocum  entered  Milledgeville,  the  State  Cap- 
il,  one  day  ahead  of  Howard.  The  latter  moved  directly 
L  Macon,  covered  by  Kilpatrick's  cavalry.  Some  three 
ousand  militia  were  found  at  Lovejoy's,  but  a  single  charge 
'  Kilpatrick  served  to  scatter  them.  At  Bear  Creek,  he 
icountered  Wheeler's  cavalry  and  forced  it  back  to  Macon, 
oward  followed  leisurely,  destroying  the  railroad  behind 
m,  until  he  arrived  within  a  few  miles  of  the  place.  A 
rge  army  was  concentrated  here,  defended  by  breast- 
[)rks,  well  mounted  with  artillery,  for  the  enemy  never 
)ubted  that  Sherman  intended  to  lay  siege  to  this  place. 
e  however  had  no  such  intention.  Jle  had  apparently  for- 
>ttea  the  old,  well-established  military  maxim,  "  never  to 
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leave  a  fortified  place  of  the  enemy  in  your  rear,^  and  d 
signed  to  pass  it  without  halting. 

Wishing  to  get  across  the  Ocmulgee  without  oppositio 
and  strike  the  railroad  again  beyond  the  town,  he  sent 
patrick  over  the  river  with  a  large  force  of  cavalry,  wh 
came  down  on  the  place  from  the  east — driving  in  the  re 
pickets,  and  charging  up  to  the  very  earthworks  of  the  en 
my.     His  daring  and  vigorous  movements  kept  the  garrisc^^  -q 
in  a  state  of  constant  alarm,  and  while  the  rebel  army  w 
listening  to  the  sound  of  his  bugles,  Howard  quietly 
across  the  river  to  Griswoldville,  ten  miles  beyond, 
ing  here  a  part  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps  to  protect  his 
the  latter  pushed  on  to  Milledgeville,  which,  as  we  have 
he  reached  the  next  day  after  Howard  entered  it     Sherm 
took  up  his  head-quarters  in  the  Governor's  house,  but  fou 
it  completely  stripped  of  furniture.     This,  however,  was 
little  consequence  to  one  who  had  often  made  the  earth 
couch,  and  spreading  a  couple  of  blankets  on  the  flo^^^y 
slept  in  State. 

The  Georgia  Legislature  was  in  session  when  the  ne 
of  the  approach  of  our  army  was  received,  and  at  oa 
adjourned  in  great  terror.      The  soldiers  took  possessi^:^^ 
of  the  State  House,  and  *  organized  a  Legislature  of  tk^  ** 
own — winding  up  th^ir  hilarious  proceedings  by  having*     ^ 
soldier  appear  at  the  door,  shouting  "  the  Yankees  are  coxxi- 
ing,"  when  the  uproarious,  laughing  crowd  rushed  at  ono^ 
for  the  door. 

In  the  meantime  the  rebel  leaders  at  Macon,  enraged  st  i  ^ 

finding  themselves  so  completely  outwitted,  made  a  furious  |  J 

attack  with  three  brigades  of  militia,  on  the  force  left  *< 
Griswoldville,  but  were  repulsed  with  a  loss  of  a  thon-  ff  irav 

sand  men.  I  ^^ 

Having  rested  his  npw  united  army  at  Milledgeville,  and  |  ^h 

stored  forty  days'  rations  in  his  wagons,  Sherman  once  more 
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ed  the  head  of  his  columns  toward  the  sea.  At  San- 
ville;  Wheeler  made  a  stand,  but  after  a  brief  action  fell 
^  to  Waynesboro,  only  thirty  miles  south  of  Augusta, 
•her  Kilpatrick  followed  him.  Wheeler  now  attacked 
im,  but  was  repulsed  with  a  loss  of  two  hundred  men. 

inhabitants  of  Augusta  were  alarmed  at  the  near  ap- 
uch  of  Kilpatrick  to  the  city,  and  entertained  no  doubt, 

it  was  the  point  aimed  at  by  Sherman.     But  while 

cavalry  swarmed  the  country  in  its  vicinity,  conceal- 
the  movements  of  the  army,  the  latter  was  marching 
dly  on  Millen,  located  on  the  railroad  that  connects  Au- 
A  and  Savannah.  Here  Sherman  again  halted  for  several 
5,  while  the  cavalry  scoured  the  country  in  every  direc- 
.  Whether  he  intended  to  march  north  on  Augusta,  or 
li  on  Savannah,  the  rebel  commanders  could  not  tell, 
hence  the  forces  at  these  places  remained  separate, 
xora  this  position  Sherman  looked  back  in  his  track,  and 
the  Georgia  railroad  destroyed  for  a  hundred  miles,  and 
Georgia  road  for  more  than  sixty. 
[e  had  hitherto  completely  deceived  the  enemy  as  to  the 
it  he  was  aiming  at,  but  concealment  was  now  no  longer 
sible.  Sherman,  however,  felt  qo  vacillation  as  to  his 
rse,  and  when  his  columns  were  well  closed  up,  and  suffi- 
it  provisions  stored  in  his  wagons,  he  on  the  2nd  of  Decem- 
,  swung  his  noble  army  on  Millen  as  on  a  pivot,  and  in  six 
ad  columns  by  as  many  different  roads,  swept  down  on  Sa- 
nah,  leaving  Augusta  as  he  had  Macon,  far  in  his  rear, 
'he  face  of  the  country,  through  which  his  line  of  march 
r  lay,  was  totally  different  from  the  one  he  had  hitherto 
'ersed.     Through  richly  cultivated  fields  and  plantations, 

past  thriving  towns,  and  peaceful  country  villages, 
ire  every  luxury  abounded,  the  army  had  for  weeks  been 
ching,  but  now  it  entered  on  long  stretches  of  pine  for- 
,  whose  dark  green  branches  swayed  with  a  ceaseless 
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murmur  over  the  soldiers'  heads.     A  river  on  either  si^^ 
rolled  its  flood  toward  the  Atlantic,  whither  the  heads    of 
his  columns  were  pressing,  protecting  both  his  flanks — tli 
performing  the  duty  which  had  hitherto  devolved  on 
Patrick's  cavalry.     This  force  now  marched  in  front 
rear,  awakening  the  echoes  of  the  pine  forest  with  thi 
bugle  calls,  and  lighting  up  its  green  arcades  with  the  flashi: 
weapons  of  the  bold  riders.     It  was  a  strange,  yet  magni. 
cent  spectacle,  this  mighty  army  moving  unmolested  throuj 
a  hostile  country,  its  bands  making  the  woods  resonant  wi 
their  thrilling  strains,  and  the  gay  battalions  streaking  th^        m 
with  the  long  lines  of  light  from  their  camp-fires  by  night 

Thus,  day  after  day,  the  army  swept  on  for  more  tk 
eighty  miles  to  Savannah.     About  ten  miles  from  the  dl 
the  left  wing  struck  the  Charleston  railroad,  when  it  cai 
upon  the  skirmishers  of  Hardee,  who  was  in  command 
the   troops   that  held   the   place.     As  the  right  wing 
proached   the  outer  line  of  the  enemy's  works,  Sherms 
heard  the  deep,  heavy  thunder  of  cannon  booming  over  t' 
swamps  and  forests  from  Ossabaw  Sound,  where  our  fleet  Ijl^ 
and  knew  them  to  be  signal  guns  for  him,  should  he  be 
proaching  the  coast     On  the  9th  he  answered  them  hf      f  ^y^ 
sending  Colonel  Duncan  down  the  Ogeechee,  who,  three  do/5 
after,  stepped  on  board  one  of  Dahlgren's  vessels,  and  thus 
put  the  army  once  more  in  communication  with  the  outer       |  '^  r.^ 
world. 

Sherman  now  began  to  close  gradually  but  steadily  in 
upon  the  city.  But  he  had  no  siege  guns,  for  onlyfieW 
artillery  could  be  taken  in  the  long  and  diflScult  march  |  _^ 
across  the  State  of  Georgia.  The  former  he  must  get  up  from 
the  fleet  in  Ossabaw  Sound,  or  the  city  could  not  be  taken. 
But  Fort  McAllister,  that  had  twice  repulsed  an  attack  hy  out 
iron-clads,  commanded  the  entrance  of  the  Ogeechee  River, 
effectually  preventing  the  ascent  of  our  vessels.     Its  cap- 
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efore  was  indispensable  to  success.  It  is  singular 
memy  did  not  see  this  and  strengthen  its  garrison 
ises  landward.     But  thinking  the  great  danger  was 

fleet,  they  left  a  garrison  of  less  than  three  hun* 
.  to  hold  it. 

in,  aware  of  this,  resolved  by  one  bold  stroke  to 
nd  the  gallant  Hazen  was  selected  with  his  tried 
to  carry  it  by  assault.  This  division,  the  second, 
•man's  old  division  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps,  which 
corps  he  spoke  so  proudly  of  after  the  battle  of 
y  Ridge.  When  he  sent  word  to  this  old  favorite 
:hat  he  expected  them  to  take  Fort  McAllister, 
5  as  delighted,  sa}'^  an  officer,  as  though  **  he  had 
L  a  wagon  load  of  brandy." 

12th  Sherman  sent  for  Hazen,  and  told  him 'what 
id  him  to  do.  In  a  half-hour  this  gallant  officer 
ith  his  division,  and  by  night  reached  King's  bridge, 
from  the  fort.  The  next  morning  he  kept  on  till 
mile  of  it,  when  he  halted.  Selecting  nine  regi- 
:h  which  to  make  the  assault,  he  moved  them  for* 
nthin  six  hundred  yards  of  the  works.     The  fort 

the  right  bank  of  the  Ogeechee,  just  where  the 
and  sea-marsh  join.  Between  him  and  it,  stretched 
space  more  than  a  third  of  a  mile  wide,  planted 
h  torpedoes,  and  swept  by  artillery,  across  which 

daylight,  the  storming  force  must  march  before 
Id  reach  the  ramparts.  These  were  surrounded 
iy  abattis,  ai>d  beyond  it  was  a  deep  ditch,  along 
re  driven  high,  strong  palisades.  Sherman  was  well 
he  desperate  nature  of  the  tmder  taking,  and  designed 
le  fleet  co-operate  in  the  attack,  so  as  to  draw  ofi*  ]% 
e  hostile  force  from  Hazen.  He  had  gone  down  the 
I  Howard,  and  was  at  this  time  standing  on  the  top  of 
1,  three  miles  off,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  stream, 
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anxiously  watching  for  the  appearance  of  the  expected  gun- 
boat, for  he  had  not  heard  from  the  fleet  since  Colonel  Dun- 
can set  oflf  to  communicate  with  it  At  length  he  saw  the 
smoke  of  a  steamer  seaward  and  exclaimed,  "  See,  Howard, 
there  is  the  gunboat."  In  a  short  time  its  signal  waved,  "  Is 
fort  McAllister  ours  ?"  "  No,"  was  the  answering  signal  from 
the  rice-mill.  "Can  you  assist?"  "Yes,"  was  the  reply, 
"  what  shall  we  do  ?  "  The  thunder  of  guns  from  the  fort 
announcing  that  the  struggle  had  commenced,  rendered  a 
reply  unnecessary. 

Hazen   had  sent  forward  some  sharp-shooters  to  within 
two  hundred  yards  of  the  fort  to  clear  the  parapets,  while 
he  got  his  lines  in  position.     This  was  attended  with  a  good 
deal  of  difficulty  on  the  right,  where  the  marsh  was  soft, 
and  crossed  by  a  lagoon,  and  caused  Hazen  much  solicitude 
He  saw  this  signal  flying  from  the  top  of  the  rice-mill,  three 
miles  away,  "  The  fort  must  he  taken  at  all  hazards^  to-night  I " 
and  yet  the  sun  was  then  almost  touching  the  rim  of  the  ^ 
western  horizon.     He  knew   that   Sherman   and   Howard^^ 
were  both  watching  him  through  their  glasses,  that  Savan-^^ 
nah  was  the  stake  at  issue,  and  hence  could  not  but  feel  th*>^^ 
fearful  responsibility  under  which  he  was  to  fight  the  co 
ing  battle.     His  anxiety  was  depicted  on  his  grave  counts 
nance,  yet  every  lineament  was  fixed  and  stern  as  fate  itse! 
At  length  he  saw  his  line  in  position,  when  he  called  t 
nearest  bugler  to  him,  and  ordered  him  to  sound  the  " 
tention."     The  prolonged  warning  notes  swept  along  t 
waiting  line,  and  died  in  faint  echoes  over  the  sea.     "  Sou 
it  again,"  he  exclaimed,  and  again  the  well  known  st 
stirred   every  heart,  and  called   the   foe  to   the  rampar 
"  Sound  it  again,"  cried  Hazen  in  sterner  accents,  and 
the  third  time  the  appealing  notes  swept  in  soft  cadenc 
over  the  plain,  making  each  soldier  clutch  his  musket  wi 
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«  firmer  grasp.     Now,  shouted  Hazen,  in  tones  that  made 
the  bugler  start,  ^^  Sound  theforwardy 

The  shrill,  rapid  notes  shook  the  excited  line  as  a  sud- 
den wind-gust  the  tree-tops,  and  the  next  moment,  with  a 
loud  and  ringing  cheer,  it  bounded  forward.  In  an  instant, 
the  guns  of  the  fort  opened,  sweeping  all  the  level  space  the 
brave  fellows  must  traverse,  with  a  horrible  fire.  Breasting 
this  without  fiinching,  they  came  upon  torpedoes,  buried  in 
the  sand,  that  exploded  to  their  tread,  sending  men,  man- 
gled and  torn,  into  the  air.  Heedless  of  these,  as  of  the  fire 
in  front,  they  kept  unhesitatingly  on  their  terrible  way, 
moving  on  the  double-quick,  until,  at  length,  they  reached 
the  abattis.  Pulling  this  apart  by  main  strength,  they 
stormed  through  it  and  reached  the  ditch.  Seizing  the 
strong  palisades  here,  they  wrenched  them  fiercely  out,  and 
making  a  gap,  poured  through  it  with  loud  shouts,  and 
mounted  the  parapets. 

Sherman  stood  on  the  rice-mill  watching  all  this,  through 
his  glass,  with  emotions  that  can  but  faintly  be  imagined. 
As  the  blue  line  swept  steadily  onward,  he  exclaimed  "How 
grandly  they  advance !  not  a  waver !  "  With  his  eye  still 
glued  to  that  unwavering  line,  he,  in  a  few  seconds,  again 
exclaimed,  '*  Look,  Howard !  see  that  flag  in  the  advance ; 
how  steadily  it  moves !  not  a  man  falters.  Grandj  grand!" 
After  a  short  pause,  he  cried,  "  The  flag  still  goes  forward; 
there  is  no  flinching  there."  But  in  a  few  seconds,  he  said, 
in  an  altered  tone,  "  Look,  it  has  halted !  They  waver." 
But  as  the  smoke  lifted  a  moment,  he  almost  shouted,  "  No, 
it's  the  parapet.  There  they  go,  again,  right  over  it !  See, 
there  is  a  flag  on  the  works !  another !  another !  It's  ours ! 
The  fort  is  ours." 

The  firing  ceased ;  the  rebel  flag  came  down ;  the  Stars 
and  Stripes  went  up ;  the  glass  dropped,  and  a  smile  lighted 
up  his  features,  for  he  well  knew  what  a  shout  was  going 
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up  from  those  smoking,  bloody  ramparts — and  exclaiming, 
'•  Savannah  is  ours,"  he  seized  a  slip  of  paper,  and  wrote  a 
dispatch  to  the  Government,  closing  with,  "  I  regard  Savan- 
nah as  already  gained."  Calling  one  of  his  aids,  he  said, 
"  Captain,  have  a  boat  ready,  I  must  go  over  there."  Swift 
rowers  were  soon  pulling  him  across  the  river,  and,  just  at 
dark,  he  walked  into  the  fort — his  face  aglow  with  enthusi- 
asm— and  seizing  Hazen  by  the  hand,  overwhelmed  him 
with  praises,  as  well  he  might,  for  Hajzen  had  captured 
Savannah  for  him,  and  thus  made  his  Georgia  campaign  the 
decisive  movement  of  the  war. 

Sherman  now  communicated  with  the  fleet,  and  going  on 
board  the  Admiral's  flag-ship — the  Harvest  Moon — arranged 
with  General  Foster  to  send  some  siege  ordnance  from  Hil- 
ton Head.  After  consulting  with  Dahlgren  he  returned  to 
his  lines  at  Savannah. 

The  reports  of  the  division  Commandera  on  the  condition 
of  things,  made  him  determine,  the  moment  the  siege  guns 
arrived  from  Port  Royal,  to  assault  the  enemy's  worka     A 
number  of   thirty-pounder  Parrott  guns  having 
King's  bridge,  he,  on  the  17th,  sent  in  a  formal 
for  the  surrender  of  the  city,  which  Hardee  rejected.     H 
now  made  further  reconnoissances,  and  ordered  Slocum 
get  in  position  siege  guns,  and  make  every'  thing  ready  f< 
the  final  assault  at  the  earliest  moment    He  also  establishe*^ 
a  division  of  troops,  under  Foster,  on  the  neck  between  th^    #    ig 
Coosawhatchie  and  Tullifinney  Rivers,  where  his  artille 
could  reach  the  railroad,  and  then  started  for  Port  Roy 
in  person,  to  get  reinforcements  for  him,  so  that  he  co 
assault  and  carry  the  railroad,  and  thus  obtain  possessi* 
of  the  Union  Causeway,  from  the  direction  of  Port  Roy=: 
This  was  the  plank  road  on  the  South  Carolina  shore, 
once  occupied,  would  complete  the   '^investment  of 
vannah." 
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He  put  to  sea  on  the  night  of  the  20th,  but  a  gale  of  wind 
rising,  it  was  deemed  impossible  to  get  over  the  Ossabaw 
•ax-,  and  the  vessel  (the  Harvest  Moon)  ran  into  the  Tybee 
make  the  passage  through  the  inland  channel  into  Warsaw 
nd,  and  thence  through  Romney  Marsh.  But  the  ship, 
jht  in  the  ebb-tide,  could  not  make  the  passage,  and 
Igren  took  him  in  his  tug  toward  Vernon  River.  To 
surprise,  Sherman  received,  on  the  way,  a  message  from 
Adjutant,  Captain  Dayton,  stating  that  Savannah  was 
cuated,  and  our  troops  already  in  possession  of  the 
my's  lines.  He  immediately  hurried  back,  and  on  the 
rning  of  the  22nd,  rode  into  the  City  of  Savannah, 
he  surrender  of  the  place  was  made  to  Geary,  who  was 
^  ^ed  in  command  of  the  city.  Sherman  sent  the  following 
e  dispatch  to  the  President : — "  I  beg  to  present  you,  as 
hristmas  gift,  the  City  of  Savannah,  with  one  hundred 
fifty  guns,  and  plenty  of  ammunition,  and  about  twenty- 
thousand  bales  of  cotton."  There  proved  to  be  thirty- 
ht  thousand  bales.  Three  steamers  were  also  cap- 
ed,  besides  locomotives,  cars,  &c.,  and  eight  hundred 
"i  soners. 

Thus  ended  this  wonderful  campaign,  the  success  of 
*\iich  very  few  believed  in.  With  an  army  of  sixty  of'  sev- 
•tity  thousand  men,  to  swing  entirely  loose  from  his  base, 
^tid  move,  for  weeks,  through  a  hostile  country,  depending 
^lely  on  forage  for  supplies,  was  one  of  the  boldest  move- 
ments in  military  history. 

The  Southern  press  said,  scornfully,  that  he  was  marching 
to  t^ie  "paradise  of  fools,"  and  the  European  journals,  almost 
without  exception,  predicted  a  total  failure. 

At  the  North,  his  success  was  considered  very  doubtful. 
Even  Grant,  in  reply  to  Sherman's  request  to  be  allowed  to 
undertake  the  enterprise,  said,  "  If  you  were  to  cut  loose,  I 
io  not  believe  you  would  meet  Hood's  army,  but  would  be 
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bushwhacked  by  all  the  old  men,  little  boys,  and  snch  rail- 
road guards  as  are  still  left  at  home/' 

That  march  could  not  have  been  made  through  one  of  the 
Northern  States,  but  slavery,  which  the  South  boasted  was 
an  element  of  strength  in  war,  because  it  allowed  all  the 
whites  to  enter  the  army  and  yet  secured  the  cultivation  of 
the  soil,  was  found,  in  an  invasion,  to  be  an  element  of  fatal 
weakness.  The  working  population,  in  a  fre#  State,  would 
have  hung  around  the  flanks  of  such  an  invading  army  "like 
lightning  around  the  edge  of  a  thunder-cloud,"  but  in  the 
South,  that  population  was  all  on  the  side  of  the  invaders — 
in  short,  an  element  of  strength  to  us. 
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NOVEMBER-DECEMBER,  1864. 

OrnOX   FRCMf   VICKSBURG — GRIERS0N*S     expedition BRECKENRIDOB    IH 

3T   TENNESSEE — STONEMAN   SENT   AGAINST   HIM — ROUT  OF  THE  ENEMY 

3TRUCTI0N  OF  WTTHSVILLE  AND   THE    SALT   WORKS   AT   8ALTVILLE — HOOD 

VANCES     AGAINST    NASHVILLE — 8CH0FIELD    FALLS    BACK    BEFORE    HIM 

rTLE    OF    FRANKLIN SIEGE     OF    NASHVILLE — IMPATIENCE     OF     GRANT 

TTLE    OF    NASHVILLE RETREAT    OF     HOOD — OPERATIONS     AROUND     MUR- 

SESBORO* — CLOSE  OF  THE  CAMPAIGN — EVENTS  EAST — PLOT  TO  BURN  THE 
Y    OP   NEW   YORK — ARREST   AND  EXECUTION   OF  REBEL   OFFICERS — WAR- 

n's    EXPEDITION — FIRST   ATTEMPT   TO    CAPTURE   FORT  FISHER CO-OPERA« 

B  MOVEMENT  FROM  PLYMOUTH — LOSS  OF  THE  OTSEGO. 

UT  while,  during  the  months  of  November  and  Decem- 
ber, Sherman's  army  was  leisurely  making  its  way 
ird  Savannah,  "two  expeditions,  one  from  Baton  Rouge, 
isiana,  and  one  from  Vicksburg,  Mississippi,  were  started 
}eneral  Canby  to  cut  the  enemy's  line  of  communication 
I  Mobile  and  detain  troops  in  that  field.  General  Fos- 
commanding  Department  of  the  South,  also  sent  an  ex- 
ition,  via  Broad  River,  to  destroy  the  railroad  between 
rleston  and  Savannah.  The  expedition  from  Vicksburg, 
er  command  of  Brevet  Brigadier-General  E.  D.  Osband, 
lonel  of  Third  United  States  colored  cavalry,)  captured, 
the  27th  of  November,  and  destroyed  the  Mississippi 
tral  railroad  bridge  and  trestle-work  over  the  Big  Black 
Br,  near  Canton,  thirty  miles  of  the  road,  and  two  loco- 
ives,  besides  large  amounts  of  stores.  The  expedition 
1  Baton  Rouge  was  without  favorable  results. 
A  cavalry  expedition,  under  Brevet  Major-General  Gri- 
n,  started  from  Memphis  on  the  21st  of  December.     On 
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the  25th,  he  surprised  and  captured  Forrest's  dismounted 
camp  at  Verona,  Mississippi,  on  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  rail- 
road; destroyed  the  railroad,  sixteen  cars  loaded  with 
wagons  and  pontoons  for  Hood's  army,  four  thousand  new 
English  carbines,  and  large  amounts  of  public  stores.  On 
the  morning  of  the  28th,  he  attacked  and  captured  a  force 
of  the  enemy  at  Egypt,  and  destroyed  a  train  of  fourteen 
cars ;  thence  turning  to  the  south-west,  he  struck  the  Missis--, 


sippi  Central  railroad  at  Winona,  destroyed  the  factories  anc!>  ^^-^ 
larffe  amounts  of  stores  at  Bankston,  and  the  machine-shop cr:-^_ 
and  public  property  at  Grenada,  arriving  at  Vicksburg  Jar^^^^ 
uary  5  th. 

''  During  these  operations  in  Middle  Tennessee,  the  eneirnc^car 
with  a  force  under  General  Breckenridge,  entered  East  Te^^  ^^, 
nessee.     On  the  13th  of  November,   he  attacked  Genei^  --;^ 
Gillem,  near  Morristown,  capturing  his  artillery  and  sevc"  =nil 
hundred  prisoners.     Gillem,  with  what  was  left  of  his  cohbvih- 
mand,  retreated  to  Knoxville.     Following  up  his  succg=?ss, 
Breckenridge  moved  to  near  Knoxville,  but  withdrew        on 
the  18th,  followed  by  General  Ammen.     Under  the  die — op- 
tions of  General  Thomas,  General  Stoneman  concentnt  X^  ^d 
the  commands  of  Generals  Burbridge  and  Gillem  near  Ber«-:«n's 
Station,  to  operate  against  Breckenridge  and  destroy         or 
drive  him  into  Virginia,  destroy  the  salt  works  at  Salt\T-X  le, 
and  the  railroad  into  Virginia,  as  far  as  he  could  go  with  <i:>nt 
endangering  his  command. 

"  On  the  12th  of  December  he  commenced  his  moveme-xi^ 
capturing  and  dispersing  the  enemy's  forces  wherever     ^^ 
met  them.    On  the  16th  he  struck  the  enemy,  under  Vang'bn 
at  Marion,  completely  routing  and  pursuing  him  to  Wytbe- 
ville,  capturing  all  his  artillery,  trains,  and  one  hundred  Bnd 
ninety-eight  prisoners ;  and  destroyed  Wytheville,  with  ita 
stores  and  supplies,  and  the  extensive  lead  works  near  tbena 
Returning  to  Marion,  he  met  a  force,  under  Breckenridf^ 
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sting,  among  other  troops,  of  the  garrison  of  Saltville, 
had  started  in  pursuit.  He  at  once  made  arrangements 
tack  it  the  next  morning ;  but  morning  found  Brecken- 
j  gone.  He  then  moved  directly  to  Saltville,  and  de- 
ed the  extensive  salt  works  at  that  place,  a  large  amount 
ores,  and  captured  eight  pieces  of  artillery.  Having 
successfully  executed  his  instructions,  he  returned  Gen- 
Burbridge  to  Lexington,  and  General  Gillem  to  Knox- 

lese,  however,  were  minor  movements— the  great  inter- 
3ntered  around  Hood's  army,  which  Sherman  had  left 
id  him.  When  the  former  found  himself  north  of  the 
essee,  and  his  pursuer  back  to  Atlanta,  his  surprise  was 
)lete.  He  knew  that  it  would  be  useless  to  turn  about 
.tterapt  to  overtake  him,  and  so  he  determined  to  advance 
I  and  attack  Nashville. 

hofield,  with  the  Fourth  and  Twenty-third  Corps,  was 
ted  to  keep  the  field  and  check,  as  much  as  possible, 
dvance,  so  as  to  give  Thomas  time  to  concentrate  his 
)s.     Steedmau,  at  this  time,  held  Chattanooga,  Bridge- 

and  that  line  of  railroad, 
ler  Hood  crossed  the  Tennessee  River,  Schofield  fell 

across  Duck  River,  where  he  made  a  stand,  but  the 
er  pressed  him  so  severely  that  he  had  to  retreat.  Set- 
fire  to  his  own  pontoon  bridge,  he  marched  swiftly  for 
klin,  eighteen  miles  from  Nashville,  for  he  knew  if  he  did 
;ross  Harpeth  River  first,  his  army  would  be  hopelessly 
ff.  Hood  was  aware  of  this,  and  strained  every  nerve 
ach  the  river  before  him. 

hofield's  immense  train  crippled  him  sadly,  and  at  one 
it  was  doubtful  if  he  could  save  it.  It  was  a  life  and 
I  race,  but  he  won  it  nobly.  Once  over  the  river, 
e,  if  defeated,  he  could  fall  back  on  Nashville,  he 
ved  to  deal  his  powerful  adversary  one  blow  before 
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retreating  farther ;  and  hastily  throwing  up  breastworks,  he 
calmly  awaited  his  approach.     Hood,  confident  of  success, 
boldly  advanced  to  the  attack,  on  the  last  day  of  Novem- 
ber, and  the  battle  of  Franklin  commenced.      Throwing 
himself,  with  his  accustomed  impetuosity,  oa  the   centre 
of  Schofield's  position,  he  carried  it,  and  Wagner,  who  com-  - 
manded  here,  was  forced  back,  losing  two  guns.     He,  how- 
ever, rallied  his  men,  and  charging  back,  re-took  his  guns^^^^ 
and  captured  a  whole  brigade. 

In  spite  of  Cox,  Wagner,  Opdyke,  and  Stanley,  Hood,  ^ 
last,  got  possession  of  the  first  line  of  works,  though  at  a  te^^^^ 
rible  sacrifice  of  life.     But  just  at  sunset,  when  Cox  sjomr^^j^^ 
Stanley,  with  their  re-formed  lines,  advanced  to  drive  ba# 
the  enemy,  the  struggle  became  terrible,  and  assumed  a  se.s,^gp. 
age  ferocity.     The  rebels,  though  the  canister  and  grape         ^/ 
the  close  batteries  cut  frightful  lanes  through  their  rin  i^L, 
refused  to  yield  an  inch  of  the  ground  they  had  so  gallai^b/7y 
won,  and  a  gladiatorial  contest  followed,  in  which  the  cczDm- 
batants  stood  face  to  face,  thrusting  their  bayonets  into  e^ch 
other's  bosoms — and  with  clubbed  muskets,  and  demonifBX»I 
yells,  fought  in  the  deepening  twilight,  more  like  sava.g'cs 
than  civilized  men. 

Darkness,  at  length,  closed  on  this  strange  battle,  ajad 
Hood  was  at  last  compelled  to  give  it  up  and  retire  from 
the  captured  works — to  mourn  over  the  loss  of  over  sii 
thousand  men,  and  six  general  oflBcers  killed,  six  wouad^i 
and  one  captured.     Our  loss  was  only  twenty-three  hundro4 
yet  Schofield  having  done  all  that  he  intended  to  do — deaft 
his  adversary  a  blow  that  severely  crippled  him — fell  ba^ 
that  night  to  Nashville,  leaving  him  in  possession  of  the  bst- 
tie  field. 

On  the  same  day  that  Schofield  reached  Nashville,  A.  I 
Smith,  with  his  command,-  arrived  in  transports  from  St 
Louis,  together  with  Steedman.  with  five  thousand  men  tad 
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^  brigade  of  colored  troops  from  Chattanooga.  The  latter 
"barely  got  through,  for  after  the  battle  of  Franklin,  Hood  at 
once  advanced  his  lines  around  the  city,  and  eflfectually  cut 
ofiF  all  communications  south. 

The  rebel  army  occupied  a  series  of  hills,  some  four  or 
five  miles  out  of  Nashville,  while  Thomas  lay  behind  defen- 
sive works,  erected  on  a  similar  range  of  hills  near  the  city. 
Hood's  only  chance  of  success  was  in  a  sudden  assault ;  but 
the  moment  he  sat  down  before  the  place,  in  a  regular  siege, 
his  doom  was  sealed. 

The  people  were  at  once  set  to  work  on  the  fortifications, 
and  two  lines  of  works,  exterior  and  interior,  were  con- 
structed at  a  distance  from  the  city,  varying  from  one  to  two 
miles,  with  forts,  redoubts,  and  rifle-pits,  at  every  available 
point,  until  the  range  of  hills,  occupied  by  our  forces,  was  a 
Perfect  net-work  of  fortifications. 

Early  in  December,  Thomas  opened  on  the  enemy  with 
nxtillery,  but  designed  to  act  only  on  the  defensive  until  his 
preparations  were  complete.  In  the  meantime,  eight  gun- 
boats, with  the  iron-clad  Neosho,  came  up  the  Cumberland, 
and  were  quite  able  to  take  care  of  the  rebel  batteries  in 
that  direction.  Hood  evidently  designed  to  isolate  Nash- 
■ville  as  Sherman  did  Atlanta,  by  cutting  its  communications, 
yet  it  was  not  so  clear  how  this  was  to  be  done  with  our  gun- 
l^oats  patrolling  the  river. 

Thomas  was  at  length  ready  to  take  the  field,  but  expect- 
ing to  defeat  his  adversary,  he  wanted  a  cavalry  force  with 
which  to  follow  up  his  victory,  and  make  an  utter  end  of 
him,  and  so  telegraphed  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  The  lat- 
ter immediately  directed  Wilson,  the  chief  of  cavalry,  to 
seize  and  impress  all  serviceable  horses  that  could  be  found 
in  Tennessee  and  Kentucky. 

In  the  meantime.  Grant  became  nervous  over  Thomas' 
delay,  and  telegraphed  to  him  to  move  at  once.     The  latter 
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replied  that  he  was  not  ready,  and  requested  Grant,  if  he 
was  dissatisfied  with  his  course,  to  appoint  a  Commander  in 
his  place,  and  he  would  cheerfully  serve  under  him.  Grant 
sent  back  word  that  he  had  more  confidence  in  him  than  in 
any  other  man,  and  that  he  might  take  his  own  time — still, 
he  wanted  to  know  the  reasons  of  his  delay. 

Thomas  not  thinking  it  prudent  to  give  them,  lest  they 
should  leak  out  on  the  way,  kept  silent.  This  did  not  tend 
to  lessen  Grant's  solicitude,  and  he  says, — 

"  I  grew  very  impatient  over,  as  it  appeared  to  me,  the 
unnecessary  delay.     This  impatience  was  increased,  upo 
learning  that  the  enemy  had  sent  a  force  of  cavalry  aero 
the  Cumberland  into  Kentucky.    I  feared  Hood  would  cro 
his  whole  army,  and  give  us  great  trouble  there.     After 
urging  upon  General  Thomas  the  necessity  of  immediately 
assuming  the  offensive,  I  started  West  to  superintend  mat^ 
ters  there  in  person.    Reaching  Washington  City,  I  receive 
General  Thomas'  dispatch,  announcing  his  attack  upon 
enemy,  and  the  result,  as  far  as  the  battle  had  progressed' 
I  was  delighted.      All  fears  and  apprehensions  were 
pelled." 

It  was  strange  that  Grant  did  not  feel  that  it  was  perfec^fc^^p' 
safe  to  let  Thomas  have  his  own  way,  as  Sherman  did  wl^.  ^a 
he  placed  his  reputation  in  his  keeping,  and  turned  his  ba^k^c?^ 
on  Atlanta. 

Near  the  middle  of  December,  Thomas  finding  that        le 
had  all  the  cavalry  that  he  could  expect,  though  not  all        lie 
wanted,  resolved  to  attack  Hood  behind  his  works,     ^^ut 
just  then  came  a  cold  snap,  glazing  the  hills  with  ice,  so  I^Bltat 
neither  men  nor  animals  could  keep  upon  their  feet,  and     -  the 
advance  was  delayed  until  there  should  come  a  thaw.    M    Ip  ^ 
day  or  two  the  weather  changed,  and  on  the  night  of         ^^^ 
14th,  Thomas  gave  orders  to  be  ready  to  attack  at  dayl^  ^ig^^ 
next  morning.     His  plan  was  to  make  a  feint  on  Ho^w<K/i 
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ght  flank,  and  then  fall  with  sudden,  overwhelming  power 
1  his  left,  and  roll  it  back  on  the  centre.  A.  J.  Smith  was 
ationed  on  the  right,  with  the  Sixteenth  Corps,  and  at 
ly-break  moved  forward — Wilson's  cavalry  keeping  on  Ids 
ght  along  the  river  shore,  while  Wood,  with  the  Fourth 
orps,  closed  in  on  his  left.  Schofield,  with  the  Twenty- 
lird  Corps,  came  in  on  Wood's  left  as  a  reserve.  Three 
Drps  were  thus  concentrated  on  the  rebel  left. 

Far  away,  on  our  left,  Steedman,  commanding  a  mixed 
Ddy  of  troops,  was  directed  to  push  out  a  heavy  force  of 
drmishers  before  daylight,  and  threaten  the  rebel  right. 
e  did  so,  and  driving  in  the  enemy's  pickets,  followed 
ose  on  their  heels,  until  he  came  upon  a  battery,  planted 
shind  a  deep  railroad  cut,  which  the  troops  could  not  get 
rer,  and  hence  were  forced  to  retire.  Hood,  aroused 
i  early  dawn  by  the  heavy  firing  on  his  extreme  right, 
died  to  horse,  but  before  he  had  time  to  ascertain  the  true 
ate  of  things  there,  down  on  his  left  came  the  two  Corps 
f  Smith  and  Wood. 

So  sudden  and  awful  was  the  onset,  that  only  a  feeble 
jsistance  could  be  offered,  and  the  rebel  line  crumbled 
viftly  before  it,  and  in  a  twinkling  the  left  was  hurled,  in 
Dnfusion,  back  on  the  centre.  "This  let  the  cavalry  loose, 
[id  now  Wilson  swept  round  and  past  the  right  like  a  thun- 
erbolt,  and  hung  like  an  avenging  cloud  on  the  flank 
ad  rear  of  the  rebels,  as  they  fell  suddenly  back  on  their 
cntre." 

Aroused  to  the  imminent  peril  that  threatened  him, 
[ood  now  ordered  over  troops  from  his  right  to  stay  the 
jversed  tide  of  battle— and  from  all  the  heights  around 
Tashville,  could  be  seen  the  hurrying  lines  of  infantry  and 
rtillery  sweeping  to  the  rescue. 

But  though  his  left  was  gone,  the  position  he  held  in  the 
Bntre  was  a  strong  one ;  high  hills — covered  with  breast- 
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works,  lined  with  rifle-pits,  and  fringed  with  abattis,  beyond 
which  frowned  heavy  batteries — commanded  all  the  open 
country  below.  Smith  paused  before  this  formidable  bar- 
rier, and  began  to  reconnoitre.  Wood  and  Schofield  now 
came  up,  and  all  day  long.  Hood's  intrenchments  were  swept 
by  a  fierce  artillery  fire,  while  here  and  there  the  infantry 
attempted  to  find  a  weak  spot  in  his  lines.  But  no  impres- 
sion was  made  on  the  strong  position  which  the  enemy  occu- 
pied, and  no  particular  advantage  gained,  except  the  pos- 
session of  a  battery,  which  was  carried  by  a  gallant  rush. 
Still,  the  results  of  the  whole  day  footed  up  well — two  thou- 
sand prisoners  captured,  with  sixteen  pieces  of  artillery.     * 

As  the  day  declined,  and  darkness  began  to  creep  over 
the  landscape,  Thomas,  who  saw  that  no  more  could  be 
done  that  night,  ordered  the  firing  to  cease,  and  turning  his 
horse's  head,  rode  oflf  to  Nashville  to  telegraph  his  success  to 
Washington. 

Just  as  he  was  leaving  the  field  he  remarked  to  an  officer, 
in  his  quiet  way,  "  So  far  I  think  we  have  done  pretty  well 
Unless  Hood  decamps  to-night,  to-morrow  Steedman  will 
double  up  his  right,  Wood  will  hold  his  centre.  Smith  and 
Schofield  again  strike  his  left,  while  the  cavalry  work  away 
at  his  rear." 

That  night  Hood  took  up  a  new  and  strong  position,  two 
miles  in  rear  of  his  first,  by  which  his  lines  were  shortened 
from  six  miles  to  three.  Thomas,  carrying  out  his  original 
plan,  ordered  Steedman  to  move  at  daylight  against  the 
enemy's  right  as  before,  while  Wood  advanced  over  the 
deserted  works  straight  on  the  centre.  Their  orders,  how- 
ever, were  merely  to  feel  the  hostile  line  and  wait  till  Smith 
and  Schofield  broke  with  the  thunder-crash  of  the  day  before 
on  the  rebel  left.  But  the  latter,  too,  were  directed  simply  to 
hold  their  ground,  until  the  cavalry  which  had  been  sent  in* 
wide  circuit  to  the  rear,  could  be  heard  from. 
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Hood  had  again  committed  the  mistake  that  he  did  at 
Atlanta,  when  he  sent  ofiF  all  his  cavalry  to  cut  Sherman's 
communications,  leaving  that  Commander  to  place  his  army 
where  his  own  would  be  eflfectually  destroyed.  He  posses- 
sed a  fine  body  of  cavalry,  under  Forrest,  superior  in  num- 
ber to  that  of  Thomas,  but  he  had  sent  it  down  the  Cum- 
berland after  our  transports,  and  back  to  Murfreesboro',  to 
waste  its  energies  in  dashing  against  our  strong  defenses. 
Thomas  was  aware  of  this,  and  hence  had  no  fear  that  it 
would  interfere  with  his  movements. 

It  was  a  long  time,  however,  before  our  cavalry  was 
heard  from.  It  had  made  a  wide  detour  to  prevent  the 
movement  from  being  detected,  so  that  noon  came  without 
any  thing  of  importance  being  done.  There  had  been  heavy 
artillery  firing  all  the  forenoon,  and  Hood  was  evidently 
momentarily  expecting  an  attack.  Smith  and  Schofield 
chafed  under  the  inaction,  and  sent  to  Thomas  for  permis- 
sion to  assault,  but  he  firmly  refused.  The  short  winter's 
day  wore  on,  and  night  threatened  to  come  before  any  thing 
was  accomplished.  But  Thomas  remained  imperturbable  as 
ever,  amid  all  the  impatience  and  excitement  around  him. 
At  length,  about  four  o'clock,  a  prolonged  fire  of  rifles  and 
carbines,  that  swept  around  the  rebel  flank,  and  crept  up 
along  Hood's  rear,  told  him  that  the  hour  had  come.  His 
blue  eye  flashed  with  sudden  inspiration,  and  turning  to  his 
aids,  he  said,  "  Now  tell  Generals  Schofield  and  Smith  to 
advance." 

The  aids  dashed  off  to  deliver  the  order,  but  before  they 
reached  these  impatient  Generals,  the  latter  were  already  ad- 
vancing. With  leveled  bayonets  and  loud,  defiant  shouts,  the 
columns  moved  straight  on  and  over  the  rebel  works.  Wood, 
in  the  centre,  at  once  advanced  and  came  upon  a  strong 
fort  which  commanded  the  Franklin  pike,  and  aided  by 
Steedman  on  the  left,  with  his  colored  troops,  attempted  to 
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carry  it.    At  first,  the  assaulting  columns  were  repulsed  witt 
fearful  slaughter,  but  the  troops  rallied  when  they  heard  the 
shouts  of  Wood's  and  Schofield's  battalions,  as,  storming  over 
the  hostile  batteries,  they  scaled  the  bald  hill  in  their  front^ 
and  again  moved  with  loud  cheers  against  the  fort,  and  cap 
tured  it,  with  nine  pieces  of  artillery. 

A  gentle  rain  was  foiling,  and  not  a  breeze  stirred  tfc^ 
leafless  branches  of  the  dripping  trees,  while  this  whirlwi 
of  death  was  sweeping  the  heights.     Borne  back  at  eve 
point,  the  enemy  abandoned  their  batteries,  and  throwi 
away  every  thing  that  could  impede  their  flight,  sped  in 
may  over  the  country. 

Said  a  captured  Brigadier-General,  in  speaking  of  the  1 
charge,  "  Why,  Sir,  it  was  the  most  wonderful  thing  I  e^ 
witnessed.    I  saw  your  men  coming  and  held  my  fire — a 
brigade,  too — until  they  were  in  close  range,  could  alinost 
see  the  whites  of  their  eyes,  and  then  poured  my  volley  ri  S'li 
into  their  faces.    I  supposed,  of  course,  that  when  the  sm  cyke 
lifted,  your  line  would  be  broken  and  your  men  gone.     T5  ut 
it  is  surprising,  Sir,  it  never  even  staggered  them.     T\^  l^^Jj 
they  did  not  even  come  forward  on  a  run.     But  right  alon^, 
cool  as  fate,  your  line  swung  up  the  hill,  and  your  men 
walked  right  up  to  and  over  my  works  and  around  my  brig- 
ade, before  we  knew  that  they  were  upon  us.     It  was  aston- 
ishing, Sir,  such  fighting." 

Over  five  thousand  prisoners,  one  Major-General,  three 
Brigadiers,  and  more  than  two  hundred  commissioned  oiB- 
cers  were  captured,  not  to  mention  the  killed  and  wounded 
Forty  pieces  of  artillery  were  taken,  with  any  quantity  of 
small  arms,  battle-flags,  &c. 

Thus,  in  two  days,  Thomas  had  taken  some  eight  thou- 
sand prisoners,  and  between  fifty  and  sixty  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery. 

As  on  the  day  before,  so  now,  night  put  an  end  to  the 
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flict,  and  our  army  bivouacked  on  the  field,  while  the 
oralized  rebel  army  retreated  through  the  darkness  to 
•jjeth  River.     At  daylight,  the  next  morning,  the  Fourth 
X^s,  with  the  cavalry,  commenced  the  pursuit.     On  the 
t  of  the  19th,  Hood  crossed  Duck  River  and  took  up 
>)ridge. 
C^  liomas,  in  his  report,  says,  "  the  pontoon  train  coming 
o  Rutherford's  Creek  about  noon,  of  the  21st,  a  bridge 
laid  during  the  afternoon,  and  General  Smith's  troops 
2  able  to  cross.     The  weather  had  changed  from  dismal 
to  bitter  cold,  very  materially  retarding  the  work  in 
x\g  the  bridge,  as  the  regiment  of  colored  trops,  to  whom 
duty  was  intrusted,  seemed  unmanned  by  the  cold,  and 
lly  unequal  to  the  occasion." 

his  caused  a  serious  delay,  but  a  whole  day  was  lost  in 
anner  not  mentioned  in  any  report.  The  pontoon  train 
*ok  the  wrong  road,  when  it  left  Nashville,  and  had  been 
^iie  a  part  of  a  day  before  the  mistake  was  discovered.  At 
'olumbia,  Forrest's  cavalry,  that  had  been  operating  against 
*lurfreesboro',  joined  the  army,  and  formed  a  strong  rear- 
ward for  it. 

Hood  now  saw  the  folly  of  dividing  his  forces,  for  Bates' 
division  of  Cheatham's  Corps,  with  which  Forrest  had  been 
sent  against  Murfreesboro',  was  repulsed  in  its  attack  on  the 
irst  block  house  five  miles  north  of  the  place,  and  after- 
ward with  another  division,  and  twenty-five  hundred  of 
Forrest's  cavalry,  was  driven  from  before  Fort  Rosecrans, 
which  was  under  the  command  of  Rdusseau.  Attacked  in 
their  position  by  Milroy  with  seven  regiments,  the  rebels 
were  defeated,  with  a  loss  of  over  four  hundred  men.  Al- 
though Buford,  with  his  cavalry,  entered  the  town  the  same 
day,  he  was  speedily  driven  out,  so  that  Hood  had  weakened 
his  army  to  no  purpose — and  now  the  whole,  once  more  uni- 
ted, fled  back  toward  Alabama. 


.J 
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Thomas  kept  up  the  pursuit,  though  the  roads  were  ter- 
rible ;  but  he  succeeded  iu  inflicting  only  slight  loss  on  the 
enemy. 

On  the  last  of  the  month,  Hood  crossed  the  Tennessee, 
when  it  was  abandoned,  and  the  campaign  ended. 

This  virtually  closed  the  war  in  the  Valley  of  the  Missis- 
sippi. Thomas  had  done  his  work  well  and  thoroughly,  and 
vindicated  the  high  opinion  of  Sherman,  and  nobly  fulfilled 
the  trust  that  had  been  imposed  on  him. 

But  while  the  months  of  November  and  December  broughtc*^ 
such  glorious  victories  to  our  armies  West  and  South,  th 
Army  of  the  Potomac  won  only  the  laurels  due  to  patients 
endurance. 

Among  the  minor  events  of  November,  was  the  attemp 
to  burn  the  City  of  New  York.     The  diabolical  plot  ori 
nated  in  Canada,  among  the  rebel  refugees  there,  and  w 
attempted  to  be  put  in  execution  on  the  night  of  the  25t 
of  the  month.     Intrusted  to  bungling  hands,  it  failed 
success,  though  the  fires  were  started  in  various  buildinj 
Captain  Robert  A.  Kennedy,  of  the  rebel  service,  was  aft 
ward  arrested,  at  the  West,  for  complicity  in  it,  and  tri 
and  executed  at  Fort  Lafayette  the  following  Spring. 

Beall,  the  rebel  officer,  who  in  September  destroyed  t 
steamboats  on  the  Lakes,  was  arrested  in  December,  n 


Suspension  Bridge,  for  attempting  to  throw  a  train  of  cs 
oflf  the  railroad  track,  and  in  February  was  also  hung 
Governor's  Island. 

On  the  20th  of  the  month,  the  country  was  startled  by^    a 
Proclamation  of  the  President,  calling  for  three  hundir^^ 
thousand  more  troops.     Up  to  this  time,  two  and  a  half  rdi/- 
lions  of  men  had  been  called  for,  either  for  permanent    ^^ 
temporary  service,  though  nothing  like  this  number  ev^^ 
entered  the  field. 

Although  the  army  around  Petersburg  was  engaged  in  na 
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battles  while  such  stirring  events  were  transpiring  West  and 
South,  it  was  not  idle.  On  the  7th  of  December,  General 
Warren,  with  twenty  thousand  men,  moved  south  toward 
Hatcher's  Run,  and  in  two  days  reached  Bellefield  Station, 
on  the  Moherrin  River,  forty  miles  from  Petersburg,  where 
he  destroyed  the  rebel  works,  depot,  &c.  The  next  day  he 
commenced  his  return  march,  destro)''ing  every  thing  in  his 
line  of  march,  and  twenty  miles  of  the  Weldon  railroad. 

The  most  important  event,  however,  of  the  month,  con- 
nected with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  was  the  attempt  to 
capture  Fort  Fisher,  which  commanded  the  entrance  to 
Cape  Fear  River. 

Wihnington,  at  this  time,  was  the  most  important  seaport 
left  to  the  South,  for  through  it  she  got  most  of  her  supplies, 
and  from  which  she  sent  out  blockade-runners,  loaded  with 
cotton  and  other  products.  The  blockade  had  been  only 
partially  maintained  here,  and  it  was  deemed  very  important 
by  the  Navy  Department  that  it  should  be  taken.  Besides, 
it  was  a  point  of  great  strategic  importance. 

As  there  has  been  much  dispute  respecting  the  cause  of 
the  failure  of  the  first  attempt  to  capture  the  fort,  and  a 
direct  issue  made  between  the  Commanders  of  the  naval  and 
land  forces,  on  questions  of  fact,  we  prefer  to  let  General 
Grant  give  the  history  of  the  affair  himself. 

"  To  secure  the  possession  of  this  land  required  the  co-opera- 
tion of  a  land  force,  which  I  agreed  to  furnish.  Immediately 
commenced  the  assemblage  in  Hampton  Roads,  under  Ad- 
miral D.  D.  Porter,  of  the  most  formidable  armada  ever  col- 
lected for  concentration  upon  one  given  point  This  nec- 
essarily attracted  the  attention  of  the  enemy,  as  well  as  that 
of  the  loyal  North;  and  through  the  imprudence  of  the 
public  press,  and  very  likely  of  officers  of  both  branches  of 
service,  the  exact  object  of  the  expedition  became  a  subject 
of  common  discussion  in  the  newspapers  both  North  and 
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South.     The  enemy,  thus  warned  prepared  to  meet  it.    Th'^ 
caused  a  postponement  of  the  expedition  until   the  latter 
part  of  November,  when,  being  again  called  upon  by  Hob. 
G.  V.  Fox,  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  I  agreed    to 
furnish  the  men  required  at  once,  and  went  myself,  in  coxn- 
pany  with  Major-General  Butler,  to  Hampton  Roads,  wh&  xe 
we  had  a  conference  with  Admiral  Porter  as  to  the  force  :Kre- 
quired  and  the  time  of  starting.     A  force  of  six  thousarm.  d, 
five  hundred  men  was  regarded  as  sufficient.     The  time  ^^ 
starting  was  not  definitely  arranged,  but  it  was  thought  ^^11 
would  be  ready  by   the  6th  of  December,  if  not  befo:Kre. 
Learning  on  the  30th  of  November  that  Bragg  had  gone      to 
Georgia,  taking  with  him  most  of  the  forces  about  Wilmii:m  g- 
ton,  I  deemed  it  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  expe^3- 
tion  should  reach  its  destination  before  the  return  of  Bragr'g, 
and  directed  General  Butler  to  make  all  arrangements  f^T 
the  departure  of  Major-General  Weitzcl,  who  had  been  d^3S- 
ignated  to  command  the  land  forces,  so  that  the  navy  mig'lt 
not  be  detained  one  moment. 

''On  the  6th  of  December  the  following  instructions  we^xe 
given : 

"City  Point,  Va.,  Dec.  6, 18C4r. 

"General  : — The  first  object  of  the  expedition  under  General  Weitzel  is  to 
close   to  the  enemy  the  port  of  Wilmington.     If  successful  in  this,   the 
second  will  be  to  capture  Wilmington  itself.     There  are  reasonable  grruands 
to  hope  for  success,  if  advantage  can  be  taken  of  the  absence  of  the  ^^it^r 
part  of  the  enemy's  forces  now  looking  after  Sherman  in  Georgia.    Tlie  di- 
rections you  have  given  for  the  numbers  and  equipment  of  the  expedition 
are  all  right  except  in  the  unimportant  matter  of  where  they  embark,  and  the 
amount  of  intrenching  tools  to  be  taken.     The  object  of  the  expedition  will 
be  gained  by  effecting  a  landing  on  the  main  land  between  Cape  Fear  Ri«r 
and  the  Atlantic,  north  of  the  north  entrance  to  the  river.     Should  soch 
landing  be  effected  whilst  the  enemy  still  holds  Fort  Fisher  and  the  batteriei 
guarding  the  entrance  to  the  river,  then  the  troops  should  intrench  them- 
selves, and,  by  co-operating  with  the  navy,  effect  the  reduction  and  capture 
of  those  places.     Tliese  in  our  hands,  the  navy  could  enter  the  harbor,  aw 
the  port  of  Wilmington  would  be  sealed.     Should  Fort  Fisher  and  the  Doint 
of  land  on  which  it  is  built  fall  into  the  hands  of  our  troops  immcdiatelv  on 
landing,  then  it  will  be  worth  the  attempt  to  capture  Wilmington  bj  i 
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reed  march  and  surprise.     If  time  is  consumed  in  gaining  the  first  object 
'  the  expedition,  the  second  will  become  a  matter  of  after  consideration. 
"The  details  for  execution  are  intrusted  to  you  and  the  oflScer  immediately 
command  of  the  troops. 

**  Should  tlie  troops  under  General  Weitzel  fail  to  effect  a  landing  at  or 
AT  Fort  Fisher  they  will  bo  returned  to  the  armies  operating  against  llich- 
ond  without  delay. 

U.  S.  Grant,  Lieutenant  General 

Major  General  B.  F.  Butler. 

"  General  Butler  commanding  the  army  from  which  the 
oops  were  taken  for  this  enterprise,  and  the  territory 
ithin  which  they  were  to  operate,  military  courtesy  re- 
lired  that  all  orders  and  instructions  should  go  through 
m.  They  were  so  sent;  but  General  Weitzel  has  since 
Bcially  informed  me  that  he  never  received  the  foregoing 
structions,  nor  was  he  aware  of  their  existence  until  he  read 
eneral  Butler's  published  oflBcial  report  of  the  Fort  Fisher 
ilure,  with  my  endorsement  and  papers  accompanying  it. 
had  no  idea  of  General  Butler's  accompanying  the  expedi- 
)n  until  the  evening  before  it  got  ofiF  from  Bermuda  Hun- 
•ed,  and  then  did  not  dream  but  that  General  Weitzel  had 
ceived  all  the  instructions,  and  would  be  in  command.  I 
ther  formed  the  idea  that  General  Butler  was  actuated  by 
desire  to  witness  the  effect  of  the  explosion  of  the  pow- 
jr-boat.  The  expedition  was  detained  several  days  at 
ampton  Roads,  awaiting  the  loading  of  the  powder-boat. 

"  The  importance  of  getting  the  Wilmington  expedition 
f  without  any  delay,  with  or  without  the  powder-boat,  had 
5en  urged  upon  General  Butler,  and  he  advised  to  so  notify 
dmiral  Porter. 

"The  expedition  finally  got  off  on  the  13th  of  December, 
id  arrived  at  the  place  of  rendezvous,  off  New  Inlet,  near 
Drt  Fisher,  on  the  evening  of  the  15th.  Admiral  Porter 
rived  on  the  evening  of  the  18th,  having  put  in  at  Beau- 
rt  to  get  ammunition  for  the  monitors.  The  sea  becoming 
►ugh,  making  it  diflBcult  to  land  troops,  and  the  supply  of 
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water  and  coal  being  about  exhausted,  the  transport  fleet 
put  back  to  Beaufort  to  replenish ;  this,  with  the  state  of  the 
weather,  delayed  the  return  to  the  place  of  rendezvous  until 
the  24th.  The  powder-boat  was  exploded  on  the  morning 
of  the  24th,  before  the  return  of  General  Butler  from  Beau- 
fort ;  but  it  would  seem  from  the  notice  taken  of  it  in  th^ 
Southern  newspapers,  that  the  enemy  were  never  enlight-— 
ened  as  to  the  object  of  the  explosion  until  they  were  ii 
formed  by  the  Northern  press. 

*'  On  the  25th  a  landing  was  effected  without  oppositioi 
and  a  reconnoissance,  under  Brevet  Brigadier  General  Curti 
pushed  up  toward  the  Fort.     But  before  receiving  a  fi: —   - 
report  of  the  result  of  this  reconnoissance.  General  Butl( 
in  direct  violation  of  the  instructions  given,  ordered  the 
embarkation  of  the  troops  and  the  return  of  the  expediti( 

"  The  re-embarkation  was  accomplished  by  the  morni 
of  the  27th." 

The  powder-boat  was  Butler's  device,  he  having  read 
the  effects  of  the  explosion  of  a  large  amount  of  powder*     i 
England.     It  was  placed  under  the  command  of  Comman  c3cr 
A.  C.  Rhind,  who,  with  Lieutenant  S.  W.  Preston,  Engin.  ^er 
A.  T.  E.  Mullen,  and  Acting  Master's  Mate  Paul  Boyc^Len, 
and  seven  men  undertook  the  perilous  task  of  towing  it.  in. 
Having  anchored  it  within  four  hundred  yards  of  the  i^brt, 
he  set  fire  to   the  fuse  that  was  to  explode  it,  and,  knast- 
cning  back  to  the  Wilderness,  steamed  away  twelve  naHiiles 
to  avoid  the  effects  of  the  explosion.     The  whole  flecti:^  1*7 
off  at  this  safe  distance.     The  object  was  to  explode    the 
magazine  of  the  fort,  and  blow  it  and  the  garrison  togc^tber 
into   the   air.     It  proved  however  quite  a  harmless  sl^^bit, 
but  the  bombardment  that  followed  was  one  of  the  3»arf 
terrific  ever  witnessed. 

The  fleet  of  Porter  consisted  of  seventy-three  vessels; 
carrying  in  all  six  hundred  and  fifty-five  guns,  some  of  the© 
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of  the  largest  calibre.  For  two  days  it  was  kept  up,  com- 
pletely silencing  the  fort,  which  Porter  insists  could  easily 
have  been  taken  by  a  man  of  any  enterprise. 

There  is  one  short  sentence  in  Grant's  report,  which  for 
keen  sarcasm,  and  quiet  humor  cannot  be  surpassed.  In 
peaking  of  his  ignorance  that  Butler  was  to  command  the 
ixpedition  he  says,  ^^Ihad  rather  formed  the  idea  that  Gen- 
iral  Butler  was  a^Auated  by  a  desire  to  witness  the  effect  of  the 
^a^losion  of  the  powder-hoaV^ 

This  ended  the  extraordinary  military  career  of  General 
Jailer,  for  soon  after  he  was  superseded  by  Ord. 

As  a  co-operative  movement  in  this  expedition,  General 
Calmer  sent  off  a  force  from  Plymouth^  which  proceeded 
ip  the  Roanoke  River  beyond  Jamestown,  but  not  being 
sustained  by  the  gunboats  that  were  kept  back  by  the  tor- 
pedoes in  the  river,  it  effected  nothing  of  importance.  In 
iie  fore  part  of  the  month  the  gunboat  Otsego  was  sunk  in 
Jiie  river  by  one  of  these  torpedoe& 
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CAPE   OP   THE    ARMY  OF  THE    POTOMAC — PEACE    COMMISSIONERS    APPOIN^ TED 

BY   DAVIS — THEIR    INTERVIEW    WITH     THE    PRESIDENT    AND    SECRETARY  OP 

STATE — EXCHANGE    OP   PRISONERS — SOUTHERN    PRISON    LIFE — INHUMAI^'^S'ITT 
OF  THE  SOUTH — ANDERSONVILLE     PRISON — CAPTAIN     WIRZ,     THE     COM] 
DANT,  TRIED  AT  WASHINGTON  AND  HUNG. 


THE  beginning  of  the  year  1865  exhibited  no  active  rxiil- 
itary  movements  in  any  part  of  the  country.     Gix^r- 

rillas  still  swarmed  in  Kentucky,  and  other  border  States 

the  steamer  Venango  was  burned  by  them,  on  the  Mis^t^s- 
sippi,  and  the  more  desperate  the  cause  of  the  Confedero-cy 
became,  the  more  vindictive  and  ferocious  seemed  tlaeir 
conduct. 

Peace  rumors  were  afloat,  which  acquired  importarnce 
from  the  repeated  visits  of  Francis  P.  Blair,  Senior,  to  Ri<^i- 
mond. 

The  destitution  of  the  people  of  Savannah,  called  fojrth 
the  sympathies  of  the  citizens  of  New  York,  and  provi- 
sions and  supplies,  of  various  kinds,  were  furnished  for  tb^ 
relief. 

But  under  all  this  apparent  quietness,  the  most  important 
preparations  were  going  on.    Not  only  was  Sherman  getting 
ready  for  his  northern  march,  but  Grant,  indignant  at  the 
failure  of  the  expedition  against  Fort  Fisher,  was  qoiet/y 
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preparing  for  a  second  and  more  serious  attempt  to  capture 
it.  Hi«  movements  were  all  so  secretly  made,  that  the  pub- 
lic journals  got  no  hint  of  his  intentions  until  his  work  was 
accomplished. 

Still,  we  must  confess  that  we  cannot  see  the  wisdom  of 
this  second  expedition.  When  Sherman  reached  Savannah, 
Grant  directed  him  to  place  his  army  on  transports  and  join 
him  at  City  Point,  in  order  to  aid  him  in  his  projected  oper- 
ations against  Richmond.  But  after  the  defeat  of  Hood  by 
Thomas,  he  changed  his  plans,  and  wrote  to  Sherman,  ask- 
ing him  what,  under  the  circumstances,  he  thought  it  best 
to  do.  The  latter  replied,  that  he  would,  at  once,  come  to 
him  by  sea  if  he  desired,  but  that  he  had  expected  to  march 
to  Columbia,  South  Carolina,  and  thence  to  Raleigh,  where 
he  would  report  to  him. 

Grant  says: — "The  confidence  he  manifested  in  this  letter 
of  being  able  to  march  up  and  join  me,  pleased  me,  and, 
without  waiting  for  a  reply  to  my  letter  of  the  18th,  I  direct- 
ed him,  on  the  28th  of  December,  to  make  preparations  to 
start,  as  he  proposed,  without  delay,  to  break  up  the  rail- 
roads in  North  and  South  Carolina,  and  join  the  armies  oper- 
ating against  Richmond  as  soon  as  he  could." 

Now,  this  order  was  sent  the  day  after  the  re-embarkation 
of  the  troops  that,  under  the  first  expedition,  were  to  assault 
Fort  Fisher.  Hence,  Grant  was  perfectly  aware  of  Sher- 
man's plan  to  march  north  to  Raleigh,  and  was  so  confident 
of  its  practicability  that  he  approved  of  it.  But  he  also 
knew  that  if  Sherman  succeeded  in  carrying  out  that  plan. 
Fort  Fisher  and  Wilmington  would  fall  of  themselves.  No 
one  knew  better  than  he,  that  the  enemy  could  no  more 
hold  Wilmington,  with  Sherman  marching  on  Raleigh  or 
Goldsboro',  than  he  could  Charleston,  with  him  marching  on 
Columbia. 

Before  he  reached  even  Fayetteville,  these  places  would 
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be  evacuated,  or  the  garrisons  hopelessly  cut  off;  hence, 
our  apprehension,  it  would  have  been  just  as  wise  to  hav 
sacrificed  the  lives  of  our  soldiers  in  an  attack  on  Charl 
ton,  at  this  time,  as  on  Wilmington.  A  glance  at  the  ma 
will  make  this  plain,  and  any  one  will  see  that  nothing  be 
tween  Sherman's  line  of  march  and  the  sea  could  be  held  b 
the  rebels. 

The  original  plan  of  attempting  to  capture  Fort  Fish 
was  not  Grant's,  but  it  having  failed,  he  determined  that  ^^ 

should  be  carried  out     Taking  the  same  troops  that  ButI       ^^ 
had,  with  the  addition  of  only  a  small  brigade  numbrri^^  ^ 
about  fifteen  hundred  men,  he  placed  them  under  Gener^Kr^ 
Terry,  also  a  civilian  Commander,  with  orders  similar        -to 
those  which  he  had  given  to  the  former,  or  rather  to  Wi^i  t- 
zel.     In  neither  case  did  he  direct  that  an  assault  on  the  £<:>Tt 
should  be  made — he  left  this  entirely  "  to  the  discretion     o^f 
the  commanding  officer." 

The  expedition  sailed  from  Fortress  Monroe  on  the  Gth 
of  January,  "  arriving  on  the  rendezvous  off  Beaufort  on  *he 
8th,  where,  owing  to  the  difficulties  of  the  weather,  it   l«y 
until  the  morning  of  the  12th,  when  it  got  under  way,  «ind 
reached  its  destination  that  evening."     The  next  morning, 
the  disembarkation  of  the  troops  commenced,  and  by  tt^r^ 
o'clock  was  completed  without  loss.     The  next  day  a  re^con- 
noissance  was  made  to  within  five  hundred  yards  of  the  i^ort, 
"  and  a  small  advance  work  taken  possession  of,  and  tu^cmed 
into  a  defensive  line  against  any  attempt  that  might  be  ncmadi 
from  the  fort." 

The  third  day,  Sunday,  was  fixed  upon  for  the  ass&^oJ^ 
but,  in  the  meantime,  the  fleet  had  kept  up  a  terrible  Sre 
upon  the  fort     It  attacked  in  three  columns.     The  firstly  led 
by  the  Brooklyn,  numbered  one  hundred  and  sixteen  g^os; 
the  second,  by  the  Minnesota,  one  hundred  and  seventf-six 
guns;    while  the  third,  composed  of  gunboats,  numbered 
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one  hundred  and  twenty-three — in  all,  over  four  hundred 
guns,  that  played  with  fearful  precision  on  the  hostile  works. 
When  the  firing  was  most  rapid,  shells  fell  at  the  rate  of  four 
every  second. 

Under  this  horrible  fire,  guns  were  dismounted,  embra- 
sures blown  open,  and  traverses  disappeared  with  amazing 
rapidity. 

A  force  of  marines  and  sailors,  numbering  about  two 
thousand,  was  to  assault  from  the  sea-side,  at  the  same  time 
that  the  columns  of  Terry  advanced  from  the  land-side.  For 
three  hours  previous  to  the  assault,  the  four  hundred  guns 
of  the  fleet  were  worked  to  their  utmost  capacity,  till  the 
ponderous  shells  fell  thick  as  hailstones  from  heaven,  on  the 
doomed  fort — driving  the  garrison  to  the  casemates.  The 
parapets  were  twenty-five  feet  thick,  and  twenty  feet  high, 
and  surrounded  by  a  strong  palisade.  About  two  hundred 
yards  in  advance  of  this,  was  strung  a  line  of  torpedoes, 
eighty-five  feet  apart — each  one  containing  a  hundred  pounds 
of  powder,  and  all  connected  by  wires.  Fortunately,  the 
shells  from  the  fleet  had  cut  the  wires  leading  to  those  that 
lay  in  the  path  of  the  assaulting  columns.  The  shells,  also, 
broke  down  a  part  of  the  palisade,  so  that  they  had  almost 
a  clear  sweep  to  the  ramparts — though  in  some  places  they 
had  to  be  cut  away  or  beaten  down. 

At  length,  every  thing  being  ready,  at  three  o'clock  the 
signal  was  given,  and  the  three  brigades — the  first  led  by 
Curtis^  the  second  by  Pennypacker,  and  the  third  by  Bell — 
dashed  forward,  following  one  another  about  three  hundred 
yards  apart,  making,  in  their  final  rush,  for  the  west  end  on 
the  land-side.  As  they  started,  Porter  ran  up  his  signal 
which  set  all  the  steam-whistles  shrieking.  This  was  the 
rignal  to  change  the  fire  of  the  fleet  from  the  fort,  and  con- 
centrate it  on  the  batteries  to  the  left  and  above,  to  avoid 
hitting  our  own   troops.     The  smoke  hanging  over  the 
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mighty  armada,  out  of  which  arose  the  shriek  of  countless 
steam-whistles,  and  came  incessant  explosions  too  quick  to 
count — the  volcano  that  opened  from  the  fort,  as  with  loud 
cheers  those  gallant  brigades  drove  on,  combined  to  make 
that  Sabbath  afternoon  one  of  the  most  terrific  the  earth 
ever  witnessed.  On  the  sea-side,  the  marines  and  sailors 
dashed  gallantly  forward,  but  were  swept  like  chaff  before 
the  wind,  from  the  ramparts.  Teny's  troops,  however, 
boldly  mounted  those  in  their  front,  when  a  fearful  hand  to 
hand  conflict  followed.  Soon  the  high  parapets  swallowed 
up  the  combatants,  but  the  work  of  death  went  on  within. 
Shouts  and  curses,  mingled  with  volleys  of  musketry,  made 
the  interior  of  that  fort  a  pandemonium — but  our  troops,  bent 
on  victory,  won  their  way  steadily  from  traverse  to  traverse 
in  spite  of  the  desperate  opposition  of  the  enemy. 

The  wintry  sun  went  down  on  the  strange  scene,  and 
darkness  closed  around  the  combatanta  Fighting  in  the 
fitful  light  of  the  flashes  of  musketry,  and  of  the  flaming 
shells  streaking  the  sky  above  them,  they  drove  the  garrison 
back  step  by  step,  until  at  last,  at  half  past  nine  the  fort  was 
cleared.  A  long,  loud  shout  arose  from  the  bosom  of  the 
bloody  and  trampled  works,  and  then  Terry's  signal  torches 
flamed  from  the  summit,  announcing  to  Porter  that  the  place 
was  won.  The  firing  ceased,  and  rockets  .were  immediately 
sent  up  from  the  flagship,  signaling  to  the  fleet  the  glorious 
news,  when  cheer  after  cheer  rung  over  the  water,  ship 
answering  ship  in  the  darkness — the  shouts  being  echoed 
back  from  the  fort,  till  land  and  sea  shook  with  the  wild 
huzzas.  About  midnight.  General  Whitney,  and  Colonel 
Lamb,  the  Commanders,  with  the  garrison,  eighteen  hundred 
in  number,  surrendered.  Seventy-three  guns  fell  into  our 
hands,  besides  the  camp  equipage  and  stores. 

Our  loss  was  six  hundred  and  forty-six  in  killed  and 
wounded,  while  that  of  the  enemy  was  only  four  hundred. 
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Unfortunately,  in  the  morning  the  magazine  blew  np,  killing 
and  wounding  several  hundred  more.  Among  our  officers 
who  fell  in  the  assault  were  Colonels  Bell  and  Moore,  and 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Lyman,  killed,  and  Colonels  Curtis,  Pen- 
nypacker  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Coan,  wounded.  In  the  fleet 
the  loss  of  which  in  the  assault  was  about  two  hundred, 
Lieutenants  Preston  and  Porter  were  killed,  and  Lamson  anc^. 
Bache,  wounded.  The  other  forts  in  the  vicinity,  one  after  an- 
other, with  eighty-three  cannon  now  fell  into  our  hands,  the 
garrisons  retiring  to  Wilmington. 

In  the  meantime  Thomas'  army  being  no  longer^  needed 
in  Tennessee,  was  broken  up  ;  and  A.  J.  Smith's  command, 
with  a  division  of  cavalry,  ordered  to  report  to  General 
Canby,  while  Schofield's  Corps  was  brought  east  and  sent  to 
Fort  Fisher,  and  Newbern.  North  Carolina  was  created  a 
separate  military  department,  and  placed  under  the  latte?,, 
with  orders  to  report  to  General  Sherman. 

But  while  we  were  rejoicing  in  our  victories-  on:  the  Cape 
Fear  River,  a  disaster  came  very  near  befalling^  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  that  would  speedily  have  wiped  out  its 
remembrance.  Knowing  that  our  war  vessels  were  nearly 
all  away  at  the  former  place,  the  rebels  on  th^  night  of  the 
24th  sent  four  iron-clads  down  the  James  River,  with  the  in- 
tention of  severing  the  armies  on  the  two  sides  of  the  stream, 
and,  reaching  City  Point  to  destroy  the  communications  of 
the  army.  A  heavy  rebel  force  in  the  meantime,  was 
massed  north  of  the  James,  to  fall  on  our  army  there  the  mo 
ment  success  was  announced.  The  signal  of  this  was  to  be  the 
burning  of  a  high  tower  at  City  Point,  erected  by  us  for  the 
purpose  of  overlooking  the  enemy's  lines.  The  iron-clads 
broke  through  the  obstructions  at  Dutch  Gap  canal — passed 
Fort  Brady — drove  back  the  only  vessel  we  had  stationed 
in  the  river,  and  bid  fair  to  reach  City  Point     The  utmost 
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consternatioa  prevailed  along  our  lines,  and  officefrs  were 
seen  galloping  off  in  every  direction.  Fortunately  the 
vessels  grounded  and  one  of  them  was  blown  up,  and  the  other 
destroyed — so  that  the  well-laid  scheme  totally  failed. 

In  the  Court  of  Inquiry  summoned  to  investigate  this 
affair,  every  officer  but  General  Grant  that  was  examined 
as  a  witness,  testified,  that  had  the  rebel  iron-clads  reached 
City  Point,  the  siege  of  Petersburg  and  Richmond  would 
have  been  raised,  as  not  another  pound  of  provisions  could 
have  been  got  to  the  army.  Grant,  on  the  contrary,  said  he 
had  provisions  enough  on  hand,  that  with  great  economy 
might  last  two  weeks,  and  he  thought  in  that  time  the  Gov- 
ernment would  have  succeeded  in  re-opening  his  communi- 
cations. Thus  it  will  be  seen  even  on  Grant's  testimony,  that 
his  salvation  would  have  depended  alone  on  outside  help,  and 
not  on  any  thing  that  he  could  do.  The  country  never 
dreamed  how  narrow  was  our  escape,  and  how  much  de- 
pended on  a  few,  more  or  less  inches  of  water. 

The  close  of  the  month  was  made  memorable  by  the  ar- 
rival at  Fortress  Monroe  of  Alexander  H.  Stevens,  Vice 
President  of  the  Confederacy,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  of  Virginia 
and  J.  A.  Campbell,  of  Alabama,  as  Peace  Commissioners 
from  Jefferson  Davis.  President  Lincoln  and  Secretary 
Seward  met  them  two  or  three  dajrs  after,  on  board  a 
steamer,  and  had  an  informal  interview.  The  rebel  com- 
missioners wished  a  postponement  of  the  question  of  sepa- 
tion,  and  proposed  a  cessation  of  hostilities  and  the  resump- 
tion of  intercourse  between  the  two  sections,  to  see  what 
time  and  the  subsidence  of  passion  might  effect  But  Mr. 
Lincoln  mildly  yet  firmly  insisted  on  a  complete  restoration 
of  the  national  authority  every  where,  as  the  first  condition 
to  a  cessation  of  hostilities,  and  hence  the  interview  broke 
up  without  any  beneficial  results. 
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« 

Nothing  awakened  more  indignation  at  the  North  in  the 
•ogress  of  the  war  than  the  treatment  of  our  prisoners  by 
8  South,  which  during  this  Winter  reached  its  climax.  As 
ited  in  the  previous  volume,  for  more  than  a  year  after  the 
ir  commenced  we  would  consent  to  no  cartel  with  the 
bels,  as  it  recognized  them  as  belligerents — but  finally,  in 
s  Summer  of  1862  one  was  agreed  upon,  in  which  it  was 
pulated  that  prisoners  should  be  exchanged  man  for  man, 
d  the  excess,  on  either  side,  be  paroled  until  regularly 
changed. 

At  that  time  the  balance  was  greatly  against  us,  and 
nee  the  cartel  worked  in  our  favor.  But  the  introduction 
colored  regiments  into  our  army,  the  soldiers  of  which  the 
Del  authorities  refused  to  place  on  the  same  footing  as 
lite  ones,  brought  on  an  acrimonious  correspondence 
tween  the  Commissioners,  Meredith  and  Ould ;  the*  latter 
listing  that  the  provisions  of  the  original  cartel  should  be 
fried  out,  and  exchanges  resumed,  and  the  other  refusing 
consent  to  any  exchange  unless  stipulations  were  made  in 
^ard  to  the  colored  soldiers.  Besides,  the  prisoners  cap- 
red  at  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson,  had  turned  the  bal- 
ce  in  our  favor  by  nearly  thirty  thousand,  whom  we  were 
•aid  to  release  on  parole,  having  no  confidence  in  the  good 
th  of  the  Confederate  Government  Hence,  no  regular 
stem  of  exchanges  could  be  agreed  upon.     General  But- 

•  endeavored,  while  commanding  at  Fortress  Monroe,  to 
tablish  one,  but  failed. 

At  length,  the  whole  subject  assumed  a  character  dis- 
aceful  to  both  Governments.     The  rebel  Government  had 

treated  Union  prisoners  that  they  were  utterly  worthless 
r  active  service,  if  exchanged,  while  it  was  sadly  in  need 

soldiers  for  its  rapidly  diminishing  army,  and  hence  pro- 
sed to  exchange  officer  for  officer,  and  man  for  man,  as 

*  as  it  could  be  done.     To  this  proposition,  our  Commia- 
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sioner  refused  to  accede,  giving  various  reasons  for  his  refu- 
sal, but  they  failed  to  satisfy  the  people  who  were  becoming 
clamorous  on  the  subject. 

The  real  fact  was,  the  Secretary  of  War  saw  that  while 
we  could  raise  an  indefinite  number  of  men,  the  South  was 
exhausted,  and  he  had  no  idea  of  reinforcing  its  armies  with 
thirty  or  forty  thousand  able-bodied  men,  and  getting  in  re- 
turn the  same  number  of  emaciated,  half-starved,  enfeebled 
soldiers,  that  would  not  be  fit  for  duty  till  the  war  was  over, 
if  ever.  His  motives,  unquestionably,  were  right,  and  he 
thought  that  he  was  doing  his  country  a  service  by  keeping 
the  rebel  army  reduced  in  this  way.  Doubtless,  too,  he 
thought  this  course  would  be  a  saving  of  life  in  the  end,  but 
it  was  cruel  as  the  grave. 

There  are  certain  things  to  be  done  and  to  be  left  undone, 
without  regard  to  consequences.  A  ruler  may  think  it  the 
quickest  way  to  end  a  war,  to  massacre  all  the  young  men 
fit  to  bear  arms,  that  he  can  capture,  but  the  end  sought  to 
be  obtained  can  never  justify  the  use  of  such  means.  A 
powerful  nation,  in  war  with  a  weaker  one,  might  think  thaJ 
the  shortest  way  to  end  the  struggle,  would  be  to  hoist  the 
black  flag  and  give  no  quarter,  and  judge  rightly,  too;  bnt 
the  whole  civilized  world  would  cry  out  against  the  barbarous 
act.  And  yet  these  measures  have  their  excuses,  but  no 
course  can  be  justified,  that,  for  a  probable  good,  allows 
brave  soldiers,  who  have  nobly  struggled  to  sustain  their 
Government,  to  languish  and  die  in  prison. 

There  is  no  class  of  men,  whose  interests  and  welfare 
should  be  so  dear  to  the  Government,  as  its  soldiers  cap- 
tured in  battle.  So  the  country  felt,  and  the  pressure  be- 
came at  length  so  great  on  the  Administration,  that  it  was 
compelled  to  turn  over  the  whole  matter  to  General  Grant 
With  his  strong,  practical  common  sense,  and  his  love  of  the 
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soldier,  he  did  not  long  hesitate  respecting  the  course  he 
ought  to  adopt. 

Not  the  injustice  and  wickedness  of  the  South,  nor  the 
advantages  that  might  accrue  to  it,  could  deter  him  from 
acting  humanely  to  our  own  soldiers,  and  exchanging  man 
for  man  as  long  as  it  could  be  done. 

The  exchange  of  prisoners,  under  his  wise  administration, 
became  very  active,  and  as  the  emaciated,  dying,  half-idiotic 
forms  of  humanity,  that  had  once  been  brave  American 
soldiers,  reached  our  lines,  the  barbaric,  diabolical  system 
practised  in  Southern  prisons  became  painfully  apparent 
It  was  vain  for  the  rebel  authorities  to  say  that  their  own 
soldiers  lacked  food,  and  that  the  inhabitants  were  starving, 
and  that  our  prisoners  only  shared  the  common  fate.  Making 
all  due  allowance  for  the  scarcity  of  provisions  in  the  South, 
the  treatment  of  our  prisoners  indicated  a  depth  of  moral 
degradation  and  a  savage  hate,  that  will  be  a  disgrace  to 
Southern  civilization  as  long  as  time  endures.  If  such  inhu- 
manity and  fiendish  cruelty  were  the  result  of  Slavery,  it 
would  need  no  deeper  damnation. 

We  cannot  go  over  the  sickening  details  of  Southern 
prison-life.  Men  left  to  perish  with  the  scurvy — slowly 
eaten  up  with  maggots — shot  without  excuse,  and  tortured, 
apparently,  for  mere  love  of  cruelty,  make  up  a  picture  from 
which  the  heart  of  any  but  a  Fejee  would  turn  with  loath- 
ing and  abhorrence. 

The  principal  prisons.  South,  were  Andersonville  and  Mil- 
len,  Georgia;  Columbia,  Florence,  and  Charleston,  South 
Carolina;  Tyler,  Texas;  Salisbury,  North  Carolina;  Cia- 
hawba,  Alabama;  Danville,  Virginia;  and  Libby,  Pember- 
ton.  Castle  Thunder,  and  Belle  Isle,  Richmond.  Of  these, 
Millen,  Andersonville,  and  the  Richmond  prisons,  were  pre- 
eminent for  infamous  barbarity. 

It  is  impossible  to  tell  how  many  perished  in  these  various 
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prisons  during  the  war,  but  some  have  put  them  as  high 
seventy  thousand     Over  ten  thousand  perished  in  Ander^ — 
sonville  prison  alone.     In  the  latter,  although  the  camp  wa^ 
located  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  large  forests,  the 
captives  were  allowed  no  shelter,  and  the  sick  groaned  out 
their  lives  on  the  bare  ground.     The  treatment  was  not  the 
same  at  every  period  during  the  war,  nor  the  same  in  all 
the  prisons,  but  at  Andersonville,  the  record  of  every  day 
and  month  was  one  of  horrors.     Here  some  twenty  acres 
were  inclosed  by  a  stockade,  with  a  swamp  in  the  centre, 
where,  at  times,  thirty  thousand  Union  prisoners  were  con- 
fined.    This  space  was  dotted  with  holes  dug  by  the  prison- 
ers to  obtain  a  place  of  shelter.     American  soldiers  and  citi- 
zens were  here  compelled  by  their  former  fellow-citizens,  to 
burrow  like  wild  animals  in  the  earth. 

The  horrors  and  suflferings  of  this  mundane  hell  were  such 
that  some  went  mad  and  roamed  about  in  helpless  idiocy ; 
others  deliberately  walked  across  the  dead-line,  as  it  was 
called,  to  be  shot,  and  so  get  rid  of  their  misery.  Those  who 
attempted  to  escape  were  hunted  with  blood-hounds  or  shot 
down.  Many  of  the  efforts  put  forth  by  these  men  to  keep 
up  their  spirits,  and  brace  them  to  endure  their  sufferings, 
were  most  pitiful. 

The  rebel  officers  sought  to  take  advantage  of  their  suffer- 
ings and  make  them  enlist  in  the  Confederate  army,  but  in 
most  cases  without  success.  The  brave  fellows,  though 
utterly  prostrated  in  strength  and  spirits,  still  refused  to 
betray  the  flag  under  which  they  had  fought — and  so  died, 
unknown  and  unsung,  yet  noble  martyrs  for  their  country. 
The  rebel  surgeons  were,  in  most  cases,  humane,  and  re- 
monstrated with  the  authorities  against  the  cruelties  perpe- 
trated on  Union  prisoners. 

Those  who  wish  to  read  the  heart-rending  details  of 
Southern  prison-life,  will  find  them  at  length,  in  the  account 
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f  the  trial  of  Captain  Wirz,  who  was  in  immediate  com- 

-snand  of  Andersonville  prison.     This  wretch,  who,  we  are 

£lad  to  know,  was  not  born  in  this  country,  was  arraigned 

soon  after  the  close  of  the  war,  before  a  military  commission 

in  Washington,  tried,  convicted  and  hung. 

There  is  no  language  too  strong  to  express  the  enormity 
of  the  guilt  of  the  Southern  authorities.  On  the  other  hand, 
there  can  be  no  justification  of  a  policy,  on  our  part,  that 
would  permit  tens  of  thousands  of  brave  soldiers  to  perish 
Tinder  untold  sufferings,  when  they  might  have  been  saved. 
Jf  the  principle,  laid  down  by  Mr.  Lincoln,  and  given  on  a 
ibrmer  page,  had  been  carried  out,  a  greater  part  of  this 
inisery  might  have  been  prevented. 
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THE  RIGHT  WINQ  OF  SHERMAN's  ARMY  THREATENS  CHARLESTON — THK  LIFT 
AUGUSTA ^THE  ARMY  DELAYED  BY  HEAVY  FLOODS KILPATRICK*8  CAVAL- 
RY  FORCING   OF  THE   SALKEHATCHIE THE   ENEMY    DECEIVED,  AND  THXIR 

FORCES   HOPELESSLY   SEPARATED DESTRUCTION   OF  THE    CHARLESTON  A5D 

AUGUSTA   RAILROAD CAPTURE    OF   ORANGEBURG— CROSSING  THE  EDIBTO— 

CAPTURE   OF   COLUMBIA BURNING    OF  THE    CITY DISTRESS   OF  THE  INHAB- 
ITANTS  BURNING  OF  WINNSBORO' CHARLOTTE,  N.  C,  THREATENED— SHIB- 

MAN   SUDDENLY   STRIKES   EAST  FOR  FAYETTEVILLE CAPTURE  OF  CHIBAW— 

FALL    OF   CHARLESTON — JUNCTION   OF   THE   TWO  WINGS CAPTURE  OF  PAT- 

ETTEVILLE COMMUNICATIONS   OPENED   WITH    8CH0FIELD   AND  TERRY— BA^ 

TLE   OF  AVERYSBORO' BATTLE   OF   BENTONVILLE OCCUPATION   OF  GOLM- 

BORO' END   OF  THE   CAMPAIGN SHERMAN    VISITS  GRANT  AT  CITY  POIK^- 

8PEEDY   REFITTING    OF  THE   ARMY. 

CAMPAIGN   OF   THE   CAR0LINA8. 

SHERMAN,    having  rested  his  army  at  Savannah  and 
completed  his  plans,  began,  in  the  middle  of  January, 
to  send  oflF  a  part  of  his  troops,  in  transports,  to  Beaufort, 
preparatory  to  the  commencement  of  his  campaign  through 
the  Carolinas.     But  his  army  was  not  in  motion  until  the  first 
of  February.     It  numbered  about  sixty-five  thousand  men, 
and  was  divided  into  four  Corps,  with  a  train  of  four  thou- 
sand five  hundred  vehicles,  of  all  kinds,  which,  if  stretched 
in  a  single  line,  in  marching  order,  would  have  extended 
forty-five  miles.     Each  Corps,  however,  had  its  own  train, 
which  occupied  a  separate  road  so  as  to  avoid  crowding  or 
delay. 

The  news  of  his  departure  from  Savannah  filled  the  South 
with  alarm,  and  the  North  with  solicitude      The  question 
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was  in  every  one's  mouth,  "  Where  next  will  this  extraordi- 
nary man  go  ? "     Some  thought  that  he  would  first  strike 
Augusta,  others,  Charleston.     But  he  had  a  grander  object 
in  view  than  the  immediate  capture  of  either  of  these  places. 
Standing  in  Savannah,  he  cast  his  eyes  north  five  hundred 
miles  to  Goldsboro',  and  determined  to  carry  his  gallant 
army  thither,  right  through  the  heart  of  two  hostile  States. 
One  standing  by  his  side  and  looking  forward  on  the  route 
the  brave  Chieftain  had  marked  out  for  his  columns,  must 
have  been  amazed  at  the  mighty  enterprise  on  which  he  was 
about  to  enter. 

One  rebel  army  lay  at  Charleston,  on  his  right,  another  at 
Augusta,  on  his  left — North  Carolina  swarmed  with  troops, 
^while  every  step  he  advanced  took  him  nearer  4o  Lee's 
gathered  forces  at  Richmond.  Large  rivers  were  to  be 
crossed,  swamps  traversed,  and  battles  fought,  before  he 
could  reach  the  goal  of  his  wishes. 

In  organizing  this  campaign,  Sherman  resolved  to  make 
Columbia  his  first  objective  point.  To  do  this,  without 
Toeing  compelled  to  fight  heavy  battles,  it  was  necessary  to 
keep  the  rebel  armies  at  Charleston  and  Augusta  divided 
United  they  could  make  the  rivers  successive  lines  of  de- 
fense, which  could  not  be  carried  without  severe  loss.  He, 
therefore,  determined  to  threaten  both  places  at  the  same 
time,  and  thus  keep  the  enemy  at  each  in  a  state  of  suspense 
and  anxiety,  and  afraid  to  move  in  any  direction.  In  car- 
rying out  this  plan,  he  directed  Slocum,  with  the  left  wing 
and  Kilpatrick's  cavalry,  to  move  up  the  Savannah  River 
and  threaten  Augusta,  while  Howard  advancing  from  the 
sea-coast,  was  to  threaten  Charleston. 

By  this  adroit  management  he  prevented  the  enemy  from 
doing  the  only  thing  that  promised  success — viz.,  the  con- 
centration of  his  forces  on  the  line  of  the  swampy  Salke- 
hatchie.     Had  this  been  done,  and  both  Charleston  and  Au- 
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gusta  abandoDed,  Sherman  would  have  had  great  trouble  in 
carrying  out  his  plans — for  supposing  that  he  could,  with 
his  superior  strength,  have  forced  this  line,  still  the  rebels, 
by  the  central  position  they  would  occupy,  could  have  fallen 
back  toward  Columbia  and  made  another  stand  on  the  Edista 
If,  on  the  other  hand,  he  had  attempted  to  outflank,  as  he 
did,  on  the  way  from  Chattanooga  to  Atlanta,  his  flanks 
and  trains  would  have  been  greatly  exposed  while  crossing 
the  rivers.  By  trying  to  save  too  much,  the  rebel  Com- 
manders lost  every  thing,  and  that  too  without  even  the 
honor  of  fighting  for  it 

The  supplies  for  the  right  wing  were  completed  at  Poca- 
taligo,  and  those  for  the  left  at  Sister's  Ferry.  At  the  latter 
place,  Slpcum  and  Kilpatrick  were  detained  a  long  time  by 
a  heavy  flood  in  the  river,  which,  overflowing  its  banks,  cot- 
ered  all  the  surrounding  country  with  water,  so  that  the 
inundated  lowlands  made  the  stream,  at  this  point,  three 
miles  wide. 

It  was  an  extraordinary  flood,  and  as  Slocum  looked  at 
the  spreading  sea,  and  thought  of  his  urgent  orders  to 
advance  without  delay,  he  was  filled  with  great  anxiety,  and 
impatiently  waited  for  the  waters  to  subside.  As  soon,  how* 
ever,  as  the  crossing  could  be  commenced  with  any  degree 
of  safety,  he  put  his  army  in  motion,  and  the  columns,  half-  -T^f 

waist  deep  in  the  water,  moved  rapidly  over  the  inundated 
fields. 

When  he  reached  solid  ground,  in  order  to  make  up  for 
lost  time,  he  marched  eighteen  miles  a  day,  though  he  was 
constantly  compelled  to  halt  and  re-bridge  streams,  and 
remove  trees  that  the  enemy  had  felled  across  the  road, 
while  the  wintry  rains  made  the  march  heavy,  and  the  night 
encampment  cold  and  gloomy. 

Kilpatrick  in  the  meantime  pushed  on  toward  AugustSi 
and  by  his  daring  advance  caused  all  the  rebel  troops  in  the 
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vicinity  to  be  concentrated  there  for  its  defense,  leaving  no 
enemy  for  Slocum  to  encounter. 

Howard  moved  from  Pocataligo  on  the  last  day  of  the 
month,  leaving  Hatches  division  behind,  in  order  to  keep  up 
the  appearance  of  marching  on  Charleston  by  the  railroad 
bridge  over  the  Salkehatchie  at  that  point.  He  found  in  his 
inarch  the  roads  obstructed  by  trees  felled  across  it,  and  the 
bridges  over  the  swollen  streams  burned,  but  the  pioneer 
battalion  removed  the  one,  and  rebuilt  the  other  so  quickly, 
that  the  columns  were  scarcely  compelled  to  halt. 

A  railroad  runs  across  the  state  from  Charleston  to  Au- 
gusta, and  half  way  between  the  two  stands  Midway  Sta- 
tion, lying  due  south  from  Columbia.     Toward  this  point 
Howard  directed  his  columns.     But  he  had  first  to  cross  the 
Salkehatchie,  which  the  rebels  held  in  force,  "having  in- 
fantry and    artillery  intrenched    at   River    and    Beaufort 
"bridges."     The   Seventeenth  Corps  was  ordered  to  carry 
River  bridge,  and  the   Fifteenth  Corps  Beaufort  bridge. 
Mower  and  Giles  A.  Smith,  with  their  divisions  promptly 
carried  the  former  on  the  3d  of  February  ''by  crossing  the 
swamp,  nearly  three  miles  wide,  with  water  varying  from 
knee  to  shoulder  deep."     Although  the  weather  was  bitter 
cold,  those  two  gallant  Commanders  led  their  divisions  on 
foot,  wading  the  deep,  chilly  water  side  by  side  with  the 
soldiers,  and  making  a  lodgment  below  the  bridge,  drove 
the  rebel  brigade  that  guarded  it  in  terror  toward  Branch- 
ville.     Our  loss  in  this  bold  and  brilliant  movement  was  lit- 
tle less  than  ninety. 

The  line  of  the  Salkehatchie  being  thus  broken,  the  rebels 
could  make  no  stand  until  they  reached  the  Edisto  at  Branch- 
ville,  a  place  lying  some  sixty  miles  out  from  Charleston. 
The  army  then  pushed  rapidly  for  the  railroad  at  Midway, 
which  it  reached  on  the  7th,  and  at  once  began  to  tear  it 
up.     The  left  wing  under  Slocum  struck  it  farther  up  to- 
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vrard  Augusta,  and  also  commenced  the  work  of  destruc- 
tion. The  rebel  forces  at  Aiken  and  Augusta,  on  the  one 
hand,  and  those  at  Branchville  and  Charleston  on  the  other, 
were  now  hopelessly  divided,  and  unable  to  act  in  concert. 

Leaving  the  left  wing  still  at  work  destroying  the  rail- 
road, Sherman  with  the  right  moved  north  on  Orangeburg. 
The   Seventeenth   Corps  crossed  the   South   Fork  of  the  . 

Edisto,  at  Binnaker's  bridge,  and  marched  straight  on  the  ^ 

place,  while  the  Fifteenth  Corps  crossed  at  Holman's  bridge  ^ 

and  moved  to  Poplar  Springs  in  support. 

The  rebel  Commander  had  so  long  thought  of  nothing,  and  jp 

labored  for  nothing,  but  to  save  Charleston,  that  he  conld  j^ 

not  be  persuaded  that  it  was  not  the  chief  object  of  Sher-  _^ 

man's  desires,  and  continued  to  lie  behind  his  fortifications 
at  Branchville,  to  protect  it.  Still,  he  had  caused  the 
bridge  over  the  Edisto  to  be  burned,  and  stationed  a  force 
at  the  spot  to  oppose  the  passage  of  our  army.     Ford,  with  x£.i 

the  advance  division,  as  he  approached  the  burned  bridge, 
was  saluted  with  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery,  which  arrested  his 
progress.  Lower  down,  however,  by  wading  to  the  armpits, 
and  often  swimming,  the  men  succeeded  in  launching  four  -xjr 

pontoon  boats  into  the  water,  and  just  as  the  moon  was  jsm^ 

rising,  the  division  was  got  across,  which,  pouncing  upon  Mxm 

the  astonished  rebels  in  flank,  scattered  them  in  confusion         .cxo 
through  the  moonlit  woods.     For  fifteeen  miles  along  this        stis 
river  the  spread-out  army  made  demonstrations  at  difierent       ^fit 
points,  so  that  the  scattered  enemy  could  do  very  little  in 
opposing  the  passage,  except  by  skirmishing. 

The  rebel  force  in  Orangeburg  now  fled  north  to  Colom- 
bia, and  this  place,  with  a  population  of  three  thousand,  ^  ^^ft 
fell  into  our  hands.     A  conflagration,  however,  was  raging^^  .g^y^ 
at  the  time,  which  the  soldiers,  under  the  orders  of  ~~         ^ 
and  Sherman,  labored  hard  to  extinguish.     The  place 
set  on  fire  by  a  Jew,  in  revenge  for  fifty  bales  of 
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belonging  to  him,  and  destroyed  by  the  rebels.  The  negro 
pioneers  here  ran  riot  among  the  ornamented  grounds  of  the 
wealthy  citizens.  Sherman  says:  " Blair  was  ordered  to  de- 
stroy the  railroad  effectually  up  to  Lewisville,  and  to  push  the 
enemy  across  the  Congaree,  and  force  him  to  bum  the  bridges, 
which  he  did  on  the  14th,  and,  without  wasting  time  or 
labor  on  Branchville  or  Charleston,  which  I  knew  the  enemy 
could  no  longer  hold,  I  turned  all  the  columns  straight  on 
Columbia."  The  left  wing  swept  on  in  the  same  direction, 
farther  to  the  west,  over  the  Edisto,  and  across  swamps  and 
streams ;  straight  through  the  heart  of  the  proud,  rebellious 
State,  the  mighty  columns  moved  with  resistless  power,  till 
on  the  16th,  Howard  drew  up  on  the  banks  of  the  Saluda, 
in  front  of  Columbia.  An  hour  later  the  head  of  the  ad- 
vance column  of  the  left  wing  appeared  on  the  shore  of  the 
same  stream,  farther  to  tne  west,  and  the  Capital  of  South 
Carolina  lay  under  our  guns.  The  Mayor  surrendered  the 
city,  and  Sherman,  in  anticipation  of  it,  says :  "I had  made 
written  orders  to  General  Howard,  touching  the  conduct  of 
the  troops.  These  were  to  destroy  absolutely  all  arsenals  and 
public  property  not  needed  for  our  own  use,  as  well  as  all 
railroads,  depots,  and  machinery  useful  in  war  to  an  enemy, 
but  to  spare  all  dwellings,  colleges,  schools,  asylums,  and 
harmless  private  property.  I  was  the  first  to  cross  the  pon- 
toon bridge,  and  in  company  with  General  Howard,  rode 
into  the  city.  The  day  was  clear,  but  a  perfect  tempest  of 
wind  was  raging.  The  brigade  of  Colonel  Stone  was  al- 
ready in  the  city,  and  properly  posted.  Citizens  and  sol- 
diers were  on  the  streets  and  general  good  order  prevailed. 
General  Wade  Hampton,  who  commanded  the  Confederate 
rear-guard  of  cavalry,  had  in  anticipation  of  our  capture  of 
Columbia,  ordered  that  all  cotton,  public  and  private, 
should  be  moved  into  the  streets  and  fired,  to  prevent  our 
•  making  use  of  it.     Bales  were  piled  every  where,  the  rope 
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and  bagging  cut,  and  tufts  of  cotton  were  blown  about  in 
the  wind,  lodged  in  the  trees  and  against  houses,  so  as  to 
resemble  a  snow  storm.     Some  of  these  piles  of  cotton  were 
burning,  especially  one  in  the  very  heart  of  the  city,  near 
the  Court-House,  but  the  fire  was  partially  subdued  by  the 
labor  of  our  soldiers."     It  must  be  remembered  that  the 
army  did  not  enter  Columbia.     The  Fifteenth  Corps  alone 
marched  through,  and  encamped  beyond  on  the  Camden 
road.     The  Seventeenth  did  not  enter  the  place  at  all,  while 
the  entire  left  wing  and  cavalry  did  not  come  within  two 
miles  of  it.     A  single  brigade  was  placed  within  it  on  duty. 
Sherman  says :  "  Before  one  single  public  building  had  been 
fired  by  order,  the  smouldering  fires  set  by  Hampton's  order 
were  rekindled  by  the  wind,  and  communicated  to  the  build- 
ings around.     About  dark  they  began  to  spread,  and  got  be- 
yond the  control  of  the  brigade  on  duty  within  the  city. 
The  whole  of  Wood's  division  was  brought  in,  but  it  was 
found  impossible  to  check  the  flames,  which  by  midoight 
had  become  unmanagable,  and  raged  until  about  four  a.  m., 
when,  the  wind  subsiding,  they  were  got  under  control.   I 
was  up  nearly  all  night,  and  saw  Generals  Howard,  Logan 
and  Wood,  and  others,  laboring  to  save  houses  and  to  pro- 
tect families,  thus  suddenly  deprived  of  shelter,  and  of  bed- 
ding, and  wearing  apparel.     I  disclaim  on  the  part  of  my 
army,  any  agency  in  this  fire,  but,  on  the  contrary,  claim 
that  we  saved  what  of  Columbia  remains  unconsumed. 
He  acknowledges,  what  any  one  acquainted  with  armies, 
would  know  must  be  inevitable — that,  while  the  oflScers 
and  men  worked  hard  to  extinguish  the  flames,  "others 
not  on  duty,  including  the  oflScers  who  had  long  been  im- 
prisoned there,  rescued  by  me,  may  have  assisted  in  spread- 
ing the  fire,  after  it  had  begun,  and  may  have  indulged  in 
unconcealed  joy  to  see  the  ruin  of  the  Capital  of  South 
Carolina." 
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All  know  what  soldiers  and  released  prisoners  will  do  in  a 
burning  city,  whether  set  on  fire  by  friend  or  foe.  The  law- 
less and  vindictive,  and  mercenary^  will  help  to  swell  the 
conflagration,  and  add  plunder  and  cruelty  to  the  destruc- 
tion caused  by  the  flames.  Hence  those  familiar  with  the 
history  of  invading  armies  will  be  prepared  for  the  follow 
ing^  description  of  an  officer  w:ho  was  an  eye-witness': 

*' Pillaging  gangs  soon  fired  the  heart  of  the  town,  then 
entered  the  houses,  in  many  instances  carrj'-ing  off  articles 
of  value.  The  flame  %oon  burst  out  in  all  parts  of  the  city, 
and  the  streets  were  quickly  crowded  with  helpless  women 
and  children,  some  in  their  night-clothes.  Agonized  moth- 
ers, seeking  their  children,  all  affrighted  and  terrified,  were 
rushing,  on  all  sides,  from  the  raging  flames  and  falling 
houses.  Invalids  had  to  be  dragged  from  their  beds,  and 
lay  exposed  to  the  flames  and  smoke  that  swept  the  streets, 
or  to  the  cold  of  the  open  air  in  back  yards. 

"  The  scene  at  the  convent  was  a  sad  one  indeed.  The 
flames  were  fast  encompassing  the.  convent,  and  the  sisters 
and  about  sixty  terrified  young  ladies  huddled  together  on 
the  streets.  Some  of  these  had  come  from  the  North,  previ- 
ous to  the  war,  for  their  education,  and  were  not  able  to  re- 
turn. The  superioress  of  the  convent  had  educated  General 
Sherman's  daughter,  Minnie.  He  had  assigned  them  a  spe- 
cial guard  of  six  men ;  so  they  felt  secure,  and  were  totally 
unprepared  for  the  dreadful  scene  that  ensued.  Some 
Christian  people  formed  a  guard  around  this  agonized  group 
of  ladies,  and  conducted  them  to  the  Park. 

"  I  trust  I  shall  never  witness  such  a  scene  again — drunken 
soldiers,  rushing  from  house  to  house,  emptying  them  of 
their  valuables,  and  then  firing  them ;  negroes  carrying  off 
piles  of  booty,  and  grinning  at  the  good  chance,  and  exult- 
ing, like  so  many  demons ;  officers  and  men  reveling  on  the 
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wines  and  liquors,  until  the  burning  houses  buried  them  in 
their  drunken  orgies. 

"  I  was  fired  at  for  trying  to  save  an  unfortunate  man  from 
being  murdered. 

'*  The  scene  of  desolation  the  city  presented  next  morning 
was  fearful.  That  long  street  of  rich  stores,  the  fine  hotels, 
the  court-houses,  the  extensive  convent  buildings,  and  last 
the  old  Capitol,  where  the  order  of  secession  was  passed, 
with  its  fine  library  and  State  archives,  were  all  in  one  heap 
of  unsightly  ruins  and  rubbish.  SpleoUid  private  residences, 
lovely  cottages,  with  their  beautiful  gardens,  and  the  stately 
rows  of  shade  trees,  were  all  withered  into  ashes. 

*'  The  ruins  alone,  without  the  evidences  of  human  misery 
that  every-where  met  the  view,  were  enough  to  inspire  one 
with  feelings  of  deep  melancholy. 

"  Here  was  desolation  heightened  by  the  agonized  misery 
of  human  sufierings. 

"  There  lay  the  city  wrapped  in  her  own  shroud — the  tall 
chimneys  and  blackened  trunks  of  trees  looking  like  so 
many  sepulchral  monuments,  and  the  woe-stricken  people, 
that  listlessly  wandered  about  the  street,  her  pallid  mourners. 

"  Old  and  young  moved  about  seemingly  without  a  pur- 
pose. Some  mournfully  contemplated  the  piles  of  rubbish, 
the  only  remains  of  their  late  happy  homesteads. 

"  Old  men,  women,  and  children  were  grouped  together. 
Some  had  piles  of  bedding  and  furniture  which  they  saved 
from  the  wreck ;  others,  who  were  wealthy  the  night  previ- 
ous, had  not  now  a  loaf  of  bread  to  break  their  fast. 

*'  Children  were  crying  with  fright  and  hunger ;  mothers 
were  weeping ;  strong  men,  who  could  not  help  either  them 
or  themselves,  sat  bowed  down,  with  their  heads  buried  be- 
tween their  hands. 

"The  yards  and  offices  of  the  Lunatic  Asylum  were 
crowded  with  people  who  had  fled  there  for  protection  the 
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night  previous.  Its  wards,  too,  had  received  new  subjects, 
for  several  had  gone  crazy  from  terror,  or  from  having  lost 
their  children  or  friends  in  the  flames."  * 

Having  finished  his  work,  and  leaving  behind  enough  pro- 

Yisions  to  sustain,  for  some  time,  the  homeless  population 

of   the  place,  Sherman  marched  north  toward  Charlotte, 

followed  by  a  horde  of  negroes  and  refugees.     The  army 

being  spread  out  as  much  as  possible,  to  obtain  forage,  it 

moved  over  the  fertile  country  like  the  locusts  of  Egypt 

"A  garden  was  before  them,  a  desert  behind  them."    The 

steady,  on-pouring  columns,  with  their  long  trains,  filled  the 

inhabitants  with  unbounded  terror,  and  well  they  might, 

for  throughout  the  army,  there  reigned  a  feeling  of  intense 

hatred  against  this  traitorous,  rebellious,  little  State — and 

though  plundering  and  violence  were  forbidden,  in  an  army 

spread  over  such  a  vast  extent  of  country  they  could  not 

be  prevented,  and  no  soldier  felt  inclined  to  inform  against 

even  a  reckless  camp-follower,  for  firing  a  South  Carolinian's 

house. 

Says  an  oflScer : — "  In  Georgia  few  houses  were  burned ; 

liere,  few  escaped ;  and  the  country  was  converted  into  one 

^ast  bonfire.    The  pine  forests  were  fired,  the  resin  factories 

"were  fired,  the  public  builings  and  private  dwellings  were 

fired.    The  middle  of  the  finest  day  looked  black  and  gloomy, 

for  a  dense  smoke  arose  on  all  sides,  clouding  the  very 

heavens.    At  night  the  tall,  pine  trees  seemed  so  many  huge 

pillars  of  fire.     The  flames  hissed  and  screeched,  as  they  fed 

on  the  fat  resin  and  dry  branches,  imparting  to  the  forests  a 

most  fearful  appearance. 

"  Vandalism  of  this  kind,  though  not  encouraged,  was  sel- 
dom punished.  True,  where  every  one  is  guilty  alike,  there 
will  be  no  informers ;  therefore  the  Generals  knew  little  of 
what  was  going  on. 

*  Captain  Conyngham. 
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"  The  ruined  homesteads  of  the  Palmetto  State  will  \oTxg 
be  remembered.  The  army  might  safely  march  the  darkest 
night ;  the  crackling  pine  woods  shooting  up  their  columrjs 
of  flame  and  the  burning  houses  along  the  way  would  Hg"ht 
it  on,  while  the  dark  clouds  and  pillars  of  smoke  would  safe]/ 
cover  its  rear." 

Slocum,  with  the  left  wing,  and  Kilpatrick's  cavalry  cor- 
ering  his  left  flank,  moved  to  Winnsboro\  lying  north-west 
of  Columbia,  which  the  foragers  set  on  fire  before  he  could 
arrive  with  his  columns  to  prevent  it. 

Beauregard  had  fallen  back  on  Charlotte  from  Columbia, 
thinking  that  it  would  be  the  next  place  on  which  Sherman 
would  move.  Cheatham's  Corps,  of  Hood's  old  army,  was 
striving  to  make  a  junction  with  him  at  this  place — ^having 
marched  all  the  way  from  Augusta  almost  parallel  with  Kil- 
Patrick's  cavalry. 

A  heavy  rain  storm  now  set  in,  making  the  roads  almost 
impassable,  yet  Sherman,  for  two  days,  pushed  on  toward 
Charlotte — but  on  the  23rd  the  army  suddenly  made  a  grand 
right-wheel,  and  facing  the  rising  sun,  left  this  place,  as  it 
had  Augusta  and  Charleston,  far  in  the  rear.  Breasting  the 
pitiless  storm,  this  noble  army  pushed  forward  toward  Fay- 
ettcville — the  line  of  march  cutting  the  swollen  rivers  that  a 
hundred  years  before  so  obstructed  Comwallis  in  his  pursuit 
of  Greene. 

Kilpatrick,  in  the  meantime,  covered  this  movement  as 
long  as  he  could,  in  order  to  enable  the  army  to  get  across 
these  formidable  rivers  without  opposition.  But  when  it  was 
discovered  that  Sherman  was  actually  crossing  the  country  to 
Fayetteville,  Hampton  and  Wheeler,  with  the  rebel  cavalry, 
act.empted  to  reach  the  place  first,  on  which  Hardee,  in  his 
retreat  from  Charleston,  was  marching.  In  endeavoring  to 
prevent  this  junction,  Kilpatrick  undertook  to  hold  three 
roads,  over  any  one  of  which  he  thought  the  enemy  might 
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pas3.  On  one  of  them,  with  a  small  force,  he  lay  one  night, 
when  his  camp  was  suddenly  surprised  by  Hampton,  and 
swept  like  a  whirlwind. 

His  head-quarters  were  carried  in  a  twinkling,  and  all  his 
artillery  captured,  while  he  and  his  bold  troopers  were  driven 
into  a  swamp.  His  case  now  seemed  hopeless,  but  looking 
out  from  his  hiding  place,  he  saw  that  the  rebels  were  wholly 
taken  up  with  plundering  his  camp,  when  rallying  his  re- 
maining men,  he  charged  them  so  suddenly  and  fiercely  that 
they  were  driven  back  in  confusion.  Instantly  turning  the 
artillery  on  them  he  completed  their  discomfiture,  and  seized 
with  panic  they  fled,  leaving  all  the  captured  prisoners  and 
artillery  in  his  possession. 

Crossing  the  Catawba  without  loss,  Sherman  struck  for  the 
Pedee,  at  Cheraw,  where  the  rebels  made  a  feeble  stand,  but 
were  swept  away  with  a  single  blow,  leaving  twenty-five 
pieces  of  artillery  in  our  hands. 

In  the  meantime  the  news  reaohed  the  army  that  Charles- 
ton was  evacuated,  and  the  Union  flag  once  more  flying  over 
Fort  Sumter. 

The  troops,  under  Hardee,  commenced  leaving  the  place 
on  the  night  of  the  16th,  and  by  next  night  were  all  gone. 
At  midnight,  some  soldiers  fired  the  upper  part  of  the  city, 
destroying  the  railroad  depots,  in  which  were  two  hun* 
dred  kegs  of  powder,  and  a  vast  amount  of  cotton.  The 
half-starved  poor  of  the  city  rushed  into  the  burning  build- 
ings to  snatch  from  the  flames  some  of  the  rice  stored  in 
them,  when  the  powder  exploded  killing  a  hundred  or 
more. 

At  daylight,  the  rebel  rams  in  the  harbor  blew  up  with  a 
terrific  explosion. 

The  next  morning,  the  18th,  the  Mayor  surrendered  the 
city  to  Gillmore,  with  all  the  surrounding  forts,  and  the  Na- 
tional flag  floated  once  more  over  what  had  been  the  empo- 
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riuin  of  the  South — now  a  heap  of  blackened  ruins.  Here 
rebellion  had  been  hatched  for  the  purpose  of  degrading 
that  flag,  and  at  the  same  time  preventing  all  interference 
with  the  servile  condition  of  the  black  man — and  behold  the 
result !  A  colored  regiment,  with  well-set  ranks,  wearing  the 
National  uniform  and  bearing  above  them  that  glorious  flag, 
marched  into  its  streets  as  conquerors.  Human  history  can 
scarcely  present  another  such  a  contrast,  produced  in  the 
short  space  of  four  years. 

Gillmore  reported  four  hundred  and  fifty  pieces  of  cannon 
captured  in  the  various  defenses  of  the  place,  before  which 
he  had  sat  down  in  siege,  five  hundred  and  eighty-five  days 
before.  For  five  hundred  and  forty  days  the  city  had  been 
under  fire. 

Only  some  t6n  thousand  inhabitants,  of  the  lower  classes, 
remained  after  its  evacuation.  Its  overthrow  was  hailed 
with  unbounded  delight  at  the  North,  and  scarce  a  sigh  was 
heaved  over  its  wide-spread  desolation. 

At  Cheraw,  the  right  and  left  wings  of  Sherman's  army 
met  for  the  first  time  since  leaving  Savannah,  and  now, 
together,  marched  on  Fayetteville,  which  the  advance  col- 
umns reached  on  the  12  th  of  March. 

In  anticipation  of  his  arrival,  he  had  sent  trusty  scouts  to 
Wilmington,  nearly  a  hundred  miles  distant,  to  announce 
his  near  approach.  Our  troops  had  entered  this  place  about 
a  fortnight  before.  Schofield,  in  conjunction  with  Porter, 
of  the  Navy,  moved  his  forces  up  both  sides  of  the  Cape 
Pear  River,  and  advanced  against  Fort  Anderson — the  ene- 
my's main  defense  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river — which  the 
garrison  at  once  evacuated.  During  the  following  two  days, 
some  fighting  occurred,  but  on  the  22nd  of  February,  our 
troops  had  possession  of  the  place. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  scouts,  the  United  States  steamtug 
Davidson  was  started  up  the  river,  and  reached  Fayetteville 
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on  the  same  day  that  Sherman's  columns  approached  it,  and 
"was  hailed  by  the  latter  with  loud  cheers. 

A  few  hours  later  she  returned  with  dispatches  from  Sher- 
man to  Terry,  in  command  at  Wilmington,  and  to  Schofield 
^rho  had  transferred  his  Corps  to  Newbern,  directing  them  to 
move  at  once  on  Goldsboro,  and  join  him  there,  where  he 
liimself  expected  to  be  in  five  days*    He  knew  that  he  would 
soon  need  these  columns,  that  had  been  planted  on  the  sea- 
toard,  on  purpose  to  aid  him,  for  he  could  no  longer  prevent 
"the  concentration  of  the  enemy's  forces.    He  was  aware  that 
Cheatham  had  effected  a  junction  with  Beauregard,  and  that 
both  were  marching  on  Raleigh,  and  that  Hardee,  who  had 
evacuated  Fayetteville  at  his  approach,  was  falling  back  in 
the  same  direction.     These,  joined  by  Johnston  and  Hoke^ 
ivith  the  forces  from  Wilmington  and  Newbern  would  make 
a  formidable  army. 

Schofield,  however,  had  some  difficulty  in  making  his  way 
inland,  for  he  was  attacked  on  the  8th  at  Wise's  Forks,  and 
driven  back  with  severe  loss.  Two  days  after,  the  enemy 
following  up  his  success,  attacked  his  intrenched  position, 
but  was  repulsed  with  such  a  heavy  loss  that  he  was  com- 
pelled to  retreat  On  the  14th  Schofield  crossed  the  Neuse 
and  occupied  Kinston. 

The  next  day  after  this  success,  Sherman  put  his  columns 
in  motion  up  the  Cape  Fear  River,  as  though  his  objective 
point  was  Raleigh  instead  of  Goldsboro  on  the  Neuse,  up 
which  Schofield  was  to  march. 

Hardee  in  his  retreat  from  Fayetteville,  had  halted  on  a 
narrow,  swampy  neck  of  land  between  Cape  Fear  and  South 
Rivers,'  near  Averysboro,  and  with  twenty  thousand  men  now 
occupied  an  intrenched  position.  Here  Kilpatrick  found  him 
and  sent  back  word  to  Slocum.  The  latter,  after  getting  his 
forces  well  up,  began  to  feel  the  enemy's  lines.  The  gronnd 
waa  so  swampy  that  horses  mired  at  every  step,  and  it  was 
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difficult  for  the  infantry  to  operate ;  but  it  was  necessary  that 
this  position  should  be  carried — and  amid  torrents  of  rain, 
and  fearful  gusts  of  wind  he  advanced  to  the  attack  and 
drove  the  enemy  in  confusion  from  their  works.  Our  loss 
in  the  engagement  was  about  six  hundred.  The  rebels  re* 
treated  in  the  night  during  a  frightful  storm,  leaving  one 
hundred  and  eight  dead  on  the  field. 

The  next  day  Slocum  ceased  his  movement  on  Raleigh,  and 
wheeling  to  the  right,  crossed  South  River,  swollen  by  the 
rains,  and  took  the  road  to  Goldsboro,  whither  Howard  farther 
to  the  east  was  marching,  "  wallowing  along  the  miry  roads." 

On  the  18th  both  wings  were  within  a  few  miles  of  the 
place,  and  Sherman,  thinking  there  would  be  no  more  oppo- 
sition to  his  advance,  left  Slocum  and  started  across  the 
country  to  see  Howard.  But  he  had  gone  scarcely  six  miles 
when  he  was  stai'tled  by  the  sudden,  angry  roar  of  artil- 
lery behind  him,  evidently  coming  from  the  spot  where 
Slocum's  army  lay.  While  listening  to  the  heavy  explo- 
sions, wondering  what  they  could  mean,  a  staff-oflBcer  gal- 
loped up,  and  quieted  his  anxiety  by  saying  that  it  was 
merely  an  affair  between  Carlin's  division  and  the  rebel 
cavalry,  and  that  the  latter  were  in  full  retreat.  In  a  few 
moments  however,  other  officers  arrived,  who,  to  his  sur- 
prise informed  him  that  Slocum  had  suddenly  found  himself 
confronted  by  the  whole  of  Johnston's  army  near  Benton- 
ville.  Comprehending  at  once  the  new  and  dangerous  posi- 
tion of  affiiirs,  he  sent  back  word  to  Slocum  to  stand  solely 
on  the  defensive  until  he  could  hurry  up  troops  to  his  relief 
Officers  immediately  dashed  off  over  the  country,  bearing 
dispatches — one  to  Blair,  to  make  a  night  march  with  his 
Corps,  to  Falling  Creek  Church,  and  with  three  divisions 
of  the  Fifteenth  Corps  to  come  up  in  Johnston's  rear  from 
the  direction  of  Cox's  bridge — another  to  Howard,  to  move, 
minus  his  wagon  guard,  at  daylight  on  Bentonville. 
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While  thus  engaged  in  dispatching  his  orders,  other  cou- 
Tiers  arrived,  from  Schofield  and  Terry.  Ordering  the  for- 
mer  to  march  on  Goldsboro,  and  the  latter  to  move  to  Cox's 
bridge  ten  miles  above,  and  establish  a  crossing  there,  he 
once  more  gave  his  undivided  attention  to  Slocum,  and  the 
unexpected  battle  thus  suddenly  thrown  upon  him. 

The  latter,  however,  seemed  to  feel  no  uneasiness,  and 
choosing  an  admirable  position,  placed  his  artillery  so  as  to 
sweep  his  entire  front.  He  then  sent  on  Morgan's  division 
to  establish  another  line  about  a  half  a  mile  in  advance. 
Against  this  Johnston  advanced  in  overwhelming  numbers, 
and  hurled  it  in  confusion  back,  capturing  three  guns  and 
caissons.  Slocum,  seeing  the  heavy  force  opposed  to  him, 
at  once  deployed  the  two  divisions  of  the  Fourteenth  Corps, 
General  Davis,  and  hurried  forward  at  their  utmost  speed 
the  two  divisions  of  the  Twentieth  Corps,  General  Williams. 
A  line  of  barricades  was  hastily  prepared,  and  the  whole 
force  put  strictly  on  the  defensive.  In  the  meantime  Kil- 
patrick  aroused  by  the  thunder  of  artillery,  came  dashing 
down  the  roads  and  massed  his  squadrons  on  the  left.  It 
was  now  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  Slocum  had 
hardly  got  every  thing  ready  when  the  enemy  came  on  in 
one  of  their  dashing,  impetuous  charges.  In  three  massive 
columns,  they  swept  up  to  his  frail  barricades,  and  threat- 
ened by  mere  weight  of  numbers  to  carry  every  thing  be- 
fore them.  Mowed  down  by  our  batteries,  and  the  deliber- 
ate deadly  volleys  of  the  infantry,  the  first  column  recoiled, 
when  the  second,  undaunted  by  the  repulse  of  the  first, 
charged  with  a  cheer.  But  right  in  its  path  stood  Davij>' 
Corps — that  won  such  immortal  honor  on  the  bloody  field  of 
Chickamauga — and  stopped  it  with  one  terrible  blow.  Tho 
whole  fury  of  the  attack  spent  itself  in  less  than  an  hour, 
and  yet  in  that  time  the  enemy  had  made  six  successive  as- 
saults, and  in  the  last  charge  broke  Slocum's  line,  but  it 
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quickly  rdlie'd,  and  charging  in  turn,  drove  him  back  So 
close  and  desperate  was  the  combat  that  many  of  the  rebel 
dead  lay  within  our  lines,  and  even  around  the  head-quar- 
ters of  the  Generals. 

That  night  Slocum  got  up  his  wagon  train,  with  its  guard 
of  two  divisions,  and  the  gallant  Hazen's  division,  with 
which  reinforcements  he  felt  able  to  hold  his  ground,  al- 
though Johnston,  with  Hoke's,  Cheatham's  and  Hardees 
Corps,  greatly  outnumbered  him.  The  next  day,  Howard 
came  up  and  connected  with  his  left.  Sherman  now  had 
his  invincible  army  well  in  hand  and  presenting  a  strong 
line  of  battle  in  front  of  the  enemy's  intrenched  position. 
Johnston  had  concentrated  his  forces  rapidly,  intending  to 
catch  the  army  divided,  and  break  it  up  in  detail.  Instead 
of  that,  he  suddenly  found  it  all  together,  and  boldly  con- 
fronting him  in  his  works.  It  was  not,  however,  Sherman's 
wish  to  bring  on  a  battle  here,  unless  every  thing  was  in  his 
favor,  and  so  he  contented  himself  with  pressing  forward 
the  skirmishers,  and  playing  with  his  batteries  on  the  woods 
in  which  the  enemy  lay,  and  threatening  his  strongly  pro- 
tected flanks. 

This  was  the  state  of  things  on  the  2l6t  of  March;  on 
which  day  Schofield  entered  Goldsboro',  and  Terry  got  pos- 
session of  the  Neuse  River  at  Cox's  bridge,  ten  miles  above, 
with  a  pontoon  bridge  across,  and  one  brigade  over.  It 
was  a  stormy  day,  and  the  rain  fell  in  torrents,  yet  during  it 
Mower  managed  to  work  well  around  the  enemy's  flank,  to 
the  right,  and  nearly  reached  Mill  Creek  bridge — the  only 
line  of  his  retreat.  *' A  noisy  battle,"  as  Sherman  termed 
it,  followed,  and  in  the  night  Johnston  retreated.  Our  total 
loss  was  sixteen  hundred  and  forty-six. 

Directing  Howard,  with  the  cavalry,  to  remain  next  day 
on  the  field  and  bury  the  dead,  he  gave  orders  for  the  troops 
to  move  to  the  various  camps  assigned  them  around  Golds' 
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boro\  After  visiting  Terry,  at  Cox's  bridge,  he  rode  into 
the  town,  where  he  found  Schofield  already  arrived. 

The  campaign  was  now  ended,  for  he  had  reached  the 
point  for  which  he  had  started  the  Autumn  before.  But 
what  an  astonishing  march  it  had  been !  A  desolate  tract  of 
country,  forty  miles  wide,  and  between  two  and  three  hun- 
dred miles  long,  across  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  one 
equally  wide,  and  far  more  desolate,  for  nearly  five  hundred 
tniles,  from  Savannah  to  the  heart  of  North  Carolina,  marked 
its  line  of  progress. 

Sherman  now  turned  over  his  army  to  Schofield,  and  has- 
tened to  City  Point  to  consult  with  Grant  respecting  the 
next  move  to  be  made.  Here  he  also  met  the  President, 
who  welcomed  him  with  great  cordiality. 

In  the  meantime.  Quarter-master  Meigs  came  down,  and 
in  a  fortnight  supplied  twenty  thousand  men  with  shoes,  and 
one  hundred  thousand  with  clothing,  and  every  thing  neces- 
sary for  entering  on  another  campaign. 
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PEBRUART—APRIL,  1865. 

ISTBRVIEW   BETWEEN   GRANT  AND  SHERMAN — REVIEW  OF  THE  MIUTABT  FIIU) 

CANBT^S    PREPARATIONS    AGAINST    MOBILE — ST0NEMAN*8  ADVANCK  FBOM 

EAST  TENNESSEE — CAVALRY  RAID  FROM  VICKSBURG ANOTHER  FROM  SAN- 
PORT,  MISSISSIPPI — SHERIDAN*S  RAID  UP  THE  SHENANDOAH  VALLET  15D 
ROUND  RICHMOND  TO  THE  WHITE  HOUSE — HE  REACHES  THE  ARMY  07  TBI 
POTOMAC  THE  SAME  DAY  AS  SHERMAN — GRANl's  PLAN  TO  MOVE  ABOCITO 
THE  REBEL  RIGHT  FLANK — REBEL  ATTACK  ON  FORT  8TEADMAN — SHEBMAI 
RETURNS     TO     BIS     ARMY — GRANT     BEGINS     HIS     MOVEMEITT — UNSXPSCTED 

SUCCESS BATTLE  OF  FIVE  FORKS — GRAND  ASSAULT   OF   THE   ENEMY*8  UNXS 

^EVACUATION    OF    PETERSBURG    AND    RICHMOND — LEE   RETREATS  TOWARD 

DANVILLE — THE  PURSUIT — LINCOLN  AND  DAVIS  ON  THE  DAY  OF  THE  BA^ 
TLE — WEITZEL  ENTERS  RICHMOND — ^TUE  CITY  FIRED  BY  THE  RBBELS'IK' 
HARD    PRESSED — HIS   RETREAT   CUT   OFF — GRANT   DEMANDS   HIS  BURBIKDU 

^TIIE  CORRESPONDENCE — THE  CAPITULATION — SURRENDER  OF  THE  TBOOW 

OF   NORTHERN   VIRGINIA — JOY   OF   THE   NORTH   OVER  THE   VICTOET. 

THE  interview  between  Grant  and  Sherman  was  one  of 
intense  interest.  The  subject  of  the  consultation  was 
no  less  than  the  manner  in  which  the  death  blow  should  be 
given  to  the  rebellion,  for  the  final,  decisive  hour  both  be- 
lieved to  be  near  at  hand.  Still,  a  mistake  on  their  part  at 
this  juncture  might  prove  fatal — while  a  wise  move  in  the 
right  direction  would  bring  complete  triumph.  The  stake 
for  which  they  were  to  throw,  was  this  Great  Republic,  and 
they  might  well  ponder  on  the  threshold  of  such  a  momcDr 
tons  event 

Sherman  from  the  1st  of  February  had  been  locked  npiii 
the  heart  of  the  enemy's  country,  and  hence  knew  but  '^ 
perfectly,  either  what  Grant  had  done,  or  intended  to  do; 
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but  now  the  military  map  was  spread  out  before  him,  and 
the  fleld  of  operations,  both  past  and  present,  unfolded  and 
explained. 

First,  as  he  was  starting  from  Savannah,  Grant  had  di- 
rected Thomas  to  send  General  Stoneman  from  East  Tennes- 
see, down  into  South  Carolina,  with  a  cavalry  force  to  de- 
stroy the  railroads,  and  military  resources  of  the  country. 
But  before  he  could  get  away,  Sherman  was  well-nigh 
icross  the  State  doing  that  work  himself  Grant,  therefore, 
>n  the  last  of  February,  ordered  Thomas  to  send  him,  in- 
itead,  with  four  or  five  thousand  cavalry  east,  to  destroy  the 
•ailroad  toward  Lynchburg,  in  which  work  he  was  now  en- 
gaged. At  this  time  Canby  was  preparing  a  movement 
Tom  Mobile  Bay  against  Mobile,  and  Thomas  was  directed, 
n  order  to  make  a  diversion  in  his  favor,  to  send  a  cavalry 
ibrce,  ten  thousand  strong,  from  Eastport,  Mississippi,  deep 
nto  Alabama.  In  the  meantime  another  body,  seven  or 
jight  thousand  strong,  was  to  move  east  from  Vicksburg  for 
:he  Same  purpose.  These  movements,  Grant  thought,  with 
:he  work  done  in  South  Carolina,  were  "  all  that  would  be 
wanted  to  leave  nothing  for  the  rebellion  to  stand  on." 

Sheridan,  in  the  meantime  had  completed  his  raid  from 
;he  Shenandoah  Valley.  On  the  20th  of  February,  Grant 
telegraphed  to  him  to  take  a  cavalry  force  as  soon  as  the 
roads  could  be  traveled  and  advance  on  Lynchburg,  and  after 
iestroying  the  railroad  and  canal  n^ear  it,  to  push  on  if  prac- 
ticable, and  join  Sherman  who  was  inferior  to  the  §nemy  in 
»valry,  and  might  be "  in  great  need  of  reinforcements  to 
this  arm. 

On  the  27th  of  the  month,  with  two  divisions  of  cavalry 

— in  all  ten  thousand  men — he  left  Winchester,  and  by  a 

rapid  movement  succeeded,  two  days  after,  in  securing  the 

bridge  across  the  middle  fork  of  the  Shenandoah  at  Mount 

Crawford,  and  the  next  day  entered  Staunton.     The  rebel 
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troops  in  the  Valley  as  before  stated,  had  mostly  been  with- 
drawn to  reinforce  Lee  at  Richmond,  yet  Early  was  still 
here  with  a  moderate  force,  and  on  the  approach  of  Sheri- 
dan fell  back  to  Waynesboro  and  intrenched.  The  latter 
pushed  rapidly  on  after  him,  and  arriving  in  front  of  his 
works,  without  waiting  even  for  a  reconnoissance,  ordered 
the  bugles  to  sound  the  charge.  With  a  rush  and  a  hurrah 
the  bold  riders  dashed  over  every  obstacle  and  carried  the 
position  like  a  whirlwind,  capturing  sixteen  hundred  prison- 
ers, eleven  pieces  of  artillery,  with  horses  and  caissons  com- 
plete, two  hundred  loaded  wagons  and  teams,  and  seventeen 
battle  flags. 

Sending  the  prisoners  back  under  an  escort  to  Winches- 
ter, he  moved  on  to  Charlottesville,  destroying  the  railroad 
and  bridges  as  he  advanced.  Reaching  this  place  on  the 
3d,  he  halted  two  days  to  break  up  the  railroad  and  bridges 
toward  Lynchburg  and  Richmond,  and  to  wait  for  the  ar- 
rival of  his  trains.  This  delay  gave  the  enemy  at  Lynch- 
burg time  to  prepare  for  his  approach,  and  he  abandoned  the 
design  of  capturing  it. 

On  the  6th,  he  again  put  his  force  in  motion,  dividing  it 
into  two  columns ;  one  of  which  marched  to  Scottsville,  from 
whence  it  moved  up  the  James  River  to  New  Market,  de- 
stroying the  locks,  and  in  many  places  the  banks  of  the  canal. 
From  this  point  a  force  was  sent  out  to  secure  a  bridge 
across  the  river  at  Duiguidsville,  but  the  enemy,  apprised 
of  the  movement,  burned  it. 

The  other  column  moved  down  the  railroad,  toward 
Lynchburg,  and  destroyed  it  to  within  sixteen  miles  of 
the  place. 

Unfortunately  the  spring  floods  had  so  swelled  the  river 
that  the  pontoons  which  Sheridan  had  brought  along  would 
not  reach  across  the  river,  and  the  enemy  having  burned  the 
bridges,  he  was  unable  to  get  over  and  move  south  as  he 


grant's   plan.  585 

intended,  and  join  Sherman.  Of  course,  nothing  was  now 
left  him  to  do,  but  either  to  retrace  his  steps,  or,  advancing 
down  the  river,  sweep  around  Richmond  to  the  north,  and 
put  himself  in  communication  with  Grant's  army  by  reach- 
ing a  new  base  at  the  White  House.  He  chose  the  latter 
course,  and  keeping  on  toward  the  rebel  Capital,  destroying 
the  railroad  as  he  advanced,  at  length  on  the  10th  concen- 
trated his  forces  at  Columbia.  Here  he  rested  one  day,  and 
sent  off  trusty  scouts  to  Grant,  informing  him  of  his  plans, 
and  asking  that  supplies  be  sent  to  him  at  the  White  House. 
Two  days  after,  these  scouts  were  brought  into  the  Lieuten- 
ant General's  presence,  who  immediately  on  receiving  Sher- 
idan's message,  dispatched  an  infantry  force  to  hold  the 
White  House. 

Sheridan,  in  the  meantime,  marched  forward  toward  Rich- 
mond, sending  consternation  into  the  rebel  Capital.  A 
strong  column  was  at  once  sent  out  to  cut  him  oflF,  but 
wheeling  to  the  left,  he  crossed  the  North  and  South  Anna 
Rivers — burning  the  bridges  behind  him — and  moving  down 
the  north  bank  of  the  Pamunkey,  reached  the  White  House 
on  the  19th.  Halting  here  to  rest  and  refit,  he  marched 
across  to  James  River,  and  on  the  27th,  the  very  day  of 
Sherman's  arrival,  joined  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

Grant  now  determined  to  send  him  around  the  rebel  left, 
and  reach,  if  possible,  the  South-side  and  Danville  railroads. 
As  this  would  be  the  line  of  Lee's  retreat,  should  he  evacu- 
ate Richmond  and  attempt  to  join  Johnston,  who  was  oper- 
ating against  Sherman's  army,  it  was  of  vital  importance 
that  it  should  be  destroyed.  The  movement  was  to  com- 
mence on  the  29th — two  Corps  being  directed  to  advance 
in  the  same  direction  to  support  him,  and,  if  possible,  turn 
the  rebel  position  at  Petersburg.  But  two  days  before  it 
was  to  take  place,  the  rebels  carried  by  sudden  assault  Fort 
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Steadman,  in  front  of  the  Ninth  Corps,  and  brought  on  aD 
unexpected  battle. 

Whether  Lee  designed  this  as  a  movement  to  cover  his 
own  retreat,  or  hoped  to  break  through  our  lines,  and  sud- 
denly wheeling  to  the  left,  take  our  batteries  in  reserve, 
and  keeping  on,  cut  our  communications,  and  thus  raise  the 
siege  of  Richmond,  we  cannot  tell.  At  all  events,  it  was  a 
bold  movement,  and  was  made  so  suddenly  that  the  fort  was 
carried  with  a  single  bound,  and  its  guns  turned  on  us. 
Three  mortar  batteries  adjoining  it  were  also  taken.  But 
the  troops  on  either  flank  held  their  ground,  while  Hartranft's 
division  advanced  to  aid  Wilcox  in  driving  the  enemy  out 
of  the  captured  works. 

In  the  meantime  our  surrounding  artillery  was  brought 
to  bear  upon  Fort  Steadman,  the  fire  of  which  became  so 
hot  that  the  victors  had  to  abandon  their  prize ;  and  many 
of  them,  afraid  to  recross  the  intervening  space  to  their  own 
lines,  surrendered.  Our  loss  was  nine  hundred  and  nine- 
teen, while  we  took  nineteen  hundred  prisoners.  Meade  at 
once  ordered  the  other  Corps  to  advance  and  feel  the  ene- 
my e  line  in  their  front.  They  did  so,  and  captured  and 
held  the  rebel  picket  line  in  front  of  the  Second  and  Sixth 
Corps,  taking  eight  hundred  and  thirty-four  prisonera  Thus 
the  transient  success  of  the  enemy  proved  a  sad  reverse 
to  him. 

Two  days  after  this,  as  we  have  seen,  Sherman  reached 
Grant,  to  hold  the  interview  mentioned  in  the  commence- 
ment of  the  chapter. 

The  events  above  narrated,  covered  the  whole  militaiy 
field,  and  Sherman  when  put  in  possession  of  them,  compre- 
hended the  exact  state  of  things. 

It  was  plain  to  both  Commanders,  as  before  remarked^ 
that  the  time  for  the  last,  great,  decided  movement  had 
come.     Even  Davis  could  see  that  the  crisis  of  the  Confed« 
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eracy  was  fast  approaching.  The  year  before,  the  pros- 
pect looked  gloomy  enough,  and  in  its  terror,  the  rebel 
Congress  had  prevailed  on  him  to  make  Lee  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  all  the  rebel  forces.  But  that  did  not  increase  the 
army,  and  to  do  this,  it  was  resolved  to  enroll  the  slaves. 
But  this  measure,  if  ever  practicable,  was  adopted  too  late. 
The  march  of  events  was  too  rapid.  Lee's  new  power 
gave  him  no  new  confidence.  The  heavens  were  gathering 
black  as  midnight  above  him,  and  the  thunder  was  mutter- 
ing angrily  around  the  entire  horizon.  Look  which  way  he 
would,  the  rebel  Chieftain  saw  the  lightning's  flash.  The 
hand-writing  was  being  traced  on  the  wall. 

After  full  deliberation  on  the  state  of  affairs,  and  the  prob- 
able movements  of  the  enemy,  it  was  agreed  that  Sherman 
should  return  to  his  army,  and  making  a  feint,  as  if  to  move 
up  the  Neuse  to  Raleigh,  march  rapidly  north  to  the  line 
of  the  Roanoke.  This  would  be  closing  the  last  door  on 
Lee,  and  Grant  knew  that  the  moment  Sherman  approached 
this  river,  the  former  would  evacuate  Richmond. 

It  seems  strange  that  Lee  remained  in  the  rebel  Capital 
so  long  as  he  did.  But  knowing  how  closely  he  was  watched 
by  Grant,  he  may  have  feared  to  leave  his  fortifications — 
for  desertions  having  become  so  fearfully  great,  the  moment 
he  retreated,  they  might  and  probably  would  be  so  increased 
as  to  leave  him  but  the  remnant  of  an  army,  and,  therefore, 
he  thought  it  the  wisest  course  to  wait  and  see  if  Johnston 
could  not  stop  Sherman's  northward  march.  Grant,  how- 
ever, felt  very  uneasy,  and  spent  many  an  anxious  night, 
fearing  that  the  morning  light  would  reveal  Petersburg 
and  Richmond  evacuated,  and  the  rebel  army  well  on  the 
road  to  Danville,  to  effect  a  junction  .with  Johnston.  He 
knew  if  he  succeeded  in  doing  this,  new  combinations  would 
have  to  be  formed,  and  a  new  campaign  organized.  He, 
therefore,  determined  to  carry  out  his  original  plan,  adopted 
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before  the  attack  on  Fort  Steadman,  and  before  the  arrival 
of  Sherman. 

He  did  not  expect  this  to  be  the  decided  movement  i  * 
turned  out  to  be.     But  he  said,   "  by  moving  out,  I  woul«3^ 
put  the  army  in  better  condition  for  pursuit,  and  would,  m — l 
least,  by  the  destruction  of  the  Danville  road,  retard  th      e 
concentration  of  the  two  armies  of  Lee  and  Johnston,  an  -     d 

cause  the  enemy  to  abandon  much  material  that  he  migl \t 

otherwise  save." 

He,  therefore,  on  the  night  of  the  27th — the  very  da^tt.y 
Sherman  reached  him — dispatched  two  divisions  of  Orc^^s 
Corps,   under  General   Gibbon,    and   one   division  of  tlzme 
Twenty-fifth  Corps,  commanded  by  Birney,  and  McKenzi^^i 
cavalry,  to  a  position  near  Hatcher's  Run,  the  scene  of  so 
many  bitter  conflicts. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen,  that  Grant  was  to  repeat  over  again 
the  unsuccessful  experiment  so  often  tried,  of  getting  around 
the  enemy's  right  flank. 

The  whole  scope,  and  plan  and  object  of  this  movement, 
is  given  so  much  more  clearly  by  Grant,  in  the  following 
letter  of  instructions  to  Sheridan,  than  any  language  of  ours 
can  do,  that  we  quote  it  :- 

"  City  Point,  Va.,  March  28,  1865. 

General  : — The  Fifth  Army  Corps  will  move  by  the  Vaughn  road,  at  three, 
A.  M.,  to-morrow  morning.  The  Second  moves  at  about  nine,  a.  m.,  Laving 
but  about  three  miles  to  march  to  reach  the  point  designated  for  it  to  take  on 
tlic  right  of  the  Fifth  Corps,  after  the  latter  reaching  Dinwiddle  Court-Honse. 
Move  your  cavalry  at  as  early  an  hour  as  you  can,  and  without  being  con- 
fined to  any  particular  road  or  roads.  You  may  go  out  by  the  nearest  ros^ 
in  rear  of  the  Fifth  Corps,  pass  by  its  left;,  and  passing  near  to,  or  throogn 
Dinwiddie,  reach  the  right  and  rear  of  the  enemy  as  soon  as  you  can.  I^  ^ 
not  ihc  intention  to  attack  the  enemy  in  his  intrenched  position,  but  to  force 
him  out,  if  possible.  Should  he  come  out  and  attack  us,  or  get  biffls^n 
where  he  can  be  attacked,  move  in  w  ith  your  entire  force  in  your  own  ^ay? 
and  with  the  full  reliance  that  the  array  will  engage  or  follow,  as  circumstan- 
ces will  dictate.  I  shall  be  on  the  field,  and  will  probably  be  able  to  com- 
municate with  you.  Should  I  not  do  so,  and  you  find  that  the  enemy  k^ep 
vithin  his  main,  intrenched  line,  you  may  cut  loose  and  push  for  the  Vvo^ 
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▼ille  road.  If  you  find  it  practicable,  I  would  like  you  to  cross  tlie  South- 
side  road,  between  Petersburg  and  Burkesville,  and  destroy  it  to  some 
extent  I  would  not  advise  much  detention,  however,  until  you  reach  the 
Danville  road,  which  I  would  like  you  to  strike  as  near  to  the  Appomattox 
as  possible.  Make  your  destruction,  on  that  road,  as  complete  as  possible. 
You  can  then  pass  on  to  the  South-side  road,  west  of  Burkesville,  and  destroy 
that  in  like  manner. 

After  having  accomplished  the  destruction  of  the  two  railroads,  which  are 
DOW  the  only  avenues  of  supply  to  Lee's  army,  you  may  rotum  to  this  army, 
selecting  your  road  further  south,  or  you  may  go  on  into  North  Carolina  and 
join  General  Sherman.  Should  you  select  the  latter  course,  get  the  informa- 
tion to  me  as  early  as  possible,  so  that  I  may  send  orders  to  meet  you  at 
Goldsboro'. 

U.  S.  GRANT,  Lieutcnant-General." 

On  the  morning  of  the  29  th,  the  movement  commenced, 
and  Sheridan,  sweeping  around  the  extreme  rebel  right, 
pushed  on  toward  Dinwiddie  Court-House,  which  he  reached 
that  night,  while  the  left  of  the  infantry  line  had  ex- 
tended nearly  to  the  junction  of  the  Quaker  and  Boydton 
plank  road. 

Sheridan,  as  we  have  seen,  was  on  our  extreme  left — next 
to  him  came  Warren,  then  Humphreys,  Ord,  Wright,  and 
Parke.  It  looked  now  as  if  Grant  would  succeed  in  get 
ting  well  on  the  rebel  flank,  and  he,  therefore,  sent  word  to 
Sheridan  not  to  cut  loose  to  operate  against  the  railroads, 
saying,  "I  now  feel  like  ending  the  matter,  if  it  is  possible 
to  do  so,  before  going  back.  We  will  all  act  together  as 
one  army  here,  until  it  is  seen  what  can  be  done  with  the 
enemy." 

The  next  day  the  rain  fell  in  torrents,  turning  the  roads 
into  such  beds  of  mud  that  neither  artillery  nor  trains  could 
be  moved.  Sheridan,  however,  advanced  toward  the  Five 
Forks,  while  Warren  pushed  on  toward  the  White  Oak  road, 
where  he  found  the  enemy  in  force. 

Finding  the  enemy  confronting  his  line,  no  matter  how 
far  he  extended  it,  Grant  determined  to  give  Sheridan  a. 
Corps  of  infantry,  and  let  him  cut  loose  from  the  army,  and 
swing  independently  around  the  rebel  flank,  and  when  this 
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was  done,  advance  with  the  other  Corps  sternly  to  the 
assault  in  front. 

On  the  morning  of  the  31st,  Sheridan  moving  forward, 
got  possession  of  the  Five  Forks,  while  Warren  advanced  to 
seize  the  White  Oak  road.  The  enemy,  at  first,  retired  ^ 
before  the  latter,  but  suddenly  rallying,  fell  with  such  fury 
on  Ayers'  division,  which  had  the  advance,  that  it  was 
driven  back  in  confusion.  Following  up  his  success,  he  kept 
on,  and  striking  Crawford  next,  bore  him  back  also  on  the 

Third  division,  under  Bell,  where  the  onset  was  checked. I 

A  division  of  the  Second  Corps  being  now  sent  to  Warren' 
support,  he  re-formed  his  broken  lines,  and  charging  in  turn, 
drove  the  enemy  back  with  heavy  loss,  and  gained  posses- 
sion of  the  White  Oak  road. 

The  transient  success,  however,  of  the  enemy  enabled  hi 
to  send  a  heavy  force  against  Sheridan,  which  drove  him  ou 
of  the  Five  Forks  back  to  Dinwiddle  Court-House. 

"  Here,"  says  Grant,  "  General  Sheridan  displayed  greats 
generalship.     Instead  of  retreating  with  his  whole  commands 
on  the  main  army,  to  tell  the  story  of  superior  forces  en- 
countered, he  deployed  his  cavalry  on  foot,  leaving  only 
mounted  men  enough  to  take  charge  of  the  horses.     This 
compelled  the  enemy  to  deploy  over  a  vast  extent  of  woods 
and  broken   country,   and  made  his  progress  slow.      At 
this  juncture,  he  dispatched  to  me  what  had  taken  place, 
and  that  he  was  dropping  back  dowly  on  Dinwiddie  Court- 
House.    General  McKenzie's  cavalry  and  one  division  of  the 
Fifth  Corps,  were  immediately  ordered   to  his  assistance. 
Soon  after  receiving  a  report  from  General  Meade  that  Hum- 
phreys could  hold  our  position  on  the  Boydton  road,  and 
that  the  other  two  divisions  of  the  Fifth  Corps  could  go  to 
Sheridan,  they  were  so  ordered  at  once." 

At  midnight,  the  Fifth  Corps  joined  Tiim,  and  feeling 
strong  enough  to  resume  the  oflFensive,  he,  in  the  morning, 
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again  advanced  to  the  Five  Forks — so  called  because  here 
five  roads  meet — three  of  them  leading  directly  back  to  the 
South-side  railroad. 

Driving  the  enemy  into  his  intrenchments,  he  ordered  a 
general  attack,  which  he  thus  describes :' — 

"  The  Fifth  Corps,  on  reacliing  the  White  Oak  road,  made 
a  left  wheel,  and  burst  on  the  enemy's  left  flank  and  rear 
like  a  tornado,  and  pushed  rapidly  on  ;  orders  having  been 
given  that  if  the  enemy  was  routed,  there  should  be  no  halt 
to  re-form  broken  lines.     As  stated  before,  the  firing  of  the 
Fifth  Corps  was  the  signal  to  General  Merritt  to  assault, 
which  was  promptly  responded  to,  and  the  works  of  the 
enemy  were  soon  can-ied  at  several  points  by  our  brave 
cavalrymen.    The  enemy  were  driven  from  their  strong  line 
of  works,  and  completely  routed ;  the  Fifth  Corps  doubling 
np  their  left  flank  in  confusion,  and  the  cavalry  of  General. 
Merritt  dashing  on  to  the  White  Oak  road,  capturing  their 
artillery  and  turning  it  upon  them,  and  riding  into  their 
broken  ranks,  so  demoralized  them,  that  they  made  no  seri- 
ous stand  after  their  line  was  carried,  but  took  to  flight  in 
disorder.     Between  five  and  six  thousand  prisoners  fell  into 
our  hands,  and  the  fugitives  were  driven  westward,  and  were 
pursued  until  long  after  dark  by  Merritt's  and  McKenzie's 
cavalry,  for  a  distance  of  six  miles." 

From  some  unexplained  cause,  right  in  the  moment  of 
"victory,  while  Warren  was  in  the  front  with  his  shouting 
troops,  Sheridan  removed  him  from  the  command  of  the 
Corps,  and  put  GriflSn  in  his  place. 

The  report  of  this  brilliant  victory  reached  Grant  just 
after  dark,  and  knowing  the  importance  of  the  position 
gained  by  Sheridan,  he  feared  that  the  enemy  would  con- 
centrate a  heavy  force  against  him  and  drive  him  out,  in 
order  to  open  the'  way  of  retreat,  and  he  at  once  ordered 
Miles'  division  of  Humphreys'  Corps  to  march  rapidly  to  re- 
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inforce  him,  and  at  the  same  time  directed  a  heavy  bombard- 
ment  of  the  enemy's  lines  to  be  kept  up  all  night 

At  four  o'clock  next  morning,  he  ordered  a  general  as- 
sault, and  the  mighty  army  swept  forward  like  the  in-rolling 
tide  of  the  sea.     Wright  forced  the  lines  in  his  front,  and 
passing  through  with  his  whole  Corps,  carried  every  thing 
before  him,  capturing  a  large  number  of  guns  and  several 
thousand  prisoners.     Keeping  on,  followed  by  two  divisions 
of  Ord,  he  at  length  met  the  remaining  divisions  of  the  lat- 
ter that  had  forced  the  rebel  lines  at  Hatcher's  Run,  whei 
the  two  corps  swung  together  to  the  right,  closing  the  en- 
emy on  that  side  of  them  in  Petersburg.     Humphreys  thei 
advanced  with  two  divisions  and  joined  Wright  on  the  left  — 
Parke  carried  the  enemy's  main  line  in  his  front,  but  coul< 
not  penetrate   the  second,   while   a  portion   of    Gibbon'^  '^    s 
Corps  by  a  gallant  charge,  captured  two  strong  works  soul 
of  Petersburg.    These  successes  enabled  Grant  to  shorten  hi 


lines  materially,  and  thus  strengthen  them.     The  battle  no^ 

raged  from  right  to  left,  and  the  Sabbath  of  the  2d  of  Aprf il 

was  evidently  to  see  the  beginning  of  the  end  of  the  war. 

The  rebels  fought  behind  their  intrenchments  with  desp 
rate  determination — especially  Hill's  Corps,  in  their  effoils 
retain  possession  of  Fort  Mahone,  mounting  fourteen  gut 
Here  Hill  was  killed.     But  now  Sheridan  came  sweeping 
from  the  west  on  the  rebel  flank^and  rear,  when  the  ene 
gave  it  up  and  fled  in  confusion,  leaving  in  our  hands 
guns  and  a  great  number  of  prisoners.     That  night  both 
tersburg  and  Richmond  were  evacuated. 

During  the  battle  President  Lincoln  was  at  Grant's 
quarters  before  Petersburg,  anxiously  awaiting  the  issue      <^f 
the  great  contest.     A  few  miles  from  him,  in  Richmond,  X^-^- 
vis  at  the  same  time  was  attending  church,  and  in  the  mi.dst 
of  the  services,  an  orderly  splashed  with  mud,  strode  up  the 
aisle  and  handed  him  a  paper.     Glancing  at  its  contentSy  be 
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%w  that  all  was  over,  and  a  few  hours  after,  he  had  left  be- 

ind  him  his  Capital  forever,  and  was  fleeing  toward  Danville. 

As  soon  as  it  was  known  that  Lee  had  retreated,  Sheridan 
rheeled  about  an(J  pushed  for  the  Danville  road,  followed 
y  Meade  with  the  Second  and  Sixth  Corps,  while  Ord,  keep- 
ig  near  the  Appomattox,  moved  rapidly  toward  Burkes- 
ille,  along  the  South-side  railroad.  Lee,  north  of  the  Ap- 
fomattox  was  moving  -toward  the  same  point,  and  it  became 
race  of  life  and  death  to  him.  It  was  fifty-three  miles  from 
Petersburg  to  Burkesville,  where  the  South-side  and  Dan- 
ille  railroads  intersect  The  condition  of  the  roads,  and  of 
he  troops  after  two  days'  fighting,  made  this  one  of  the  most 
itiguing  marches  of  the  war.  In  the  meantime,  on  Mon- 
:ay  morning,  Weitzel,  with  that  portion  of  the  Army  of  the 
ames  left  under  his  command  north  of  the  James  River, 
omposed  in  part  of  colored  troops,  marched  into  Richmond 
rith  bands  playing,  and  colors  flying.  The  rebels  had  fired 
he  city  and  plundered  many  of  the  stores  and  shops  while 
vacuating.  All  the  business  part  of  Main  Street  was  de- 
troyed,  together  with  all  the  bridges  over  the  river. 
Veitzel  took  a  thousand  prisoners,  and  found  some  five  hun- 
Ired  pieces  of  artillery  left  behind. 

'  The  two  armies  continued  to  stretch  forward  toward 
Burke's  Station,  but  Grant  this  time  had  the  inside  track, 
md  reached  it  first.  Sheridan,  pushing  forward  with  his  ac- 
customed energy,  struck  the  Danville  road  near  Jettersville, 
nore  than  half  way  up  from  Burkesville  to  Amelia  Court- 
louse,  where  Lee  was  with  his  shattered  army.  The  next 
light  Ord  reached  Burkesville  below  him.  A  glance  at  the 
nap  will  show  how  desperate  Lee's  position  had  now  become. 

On  the  6th,  Sheridan  ascertained  that  Lee,  finding  that  he 
jould  not  advance  by  the  railroad,  was  attempting  to  swing 
tround  him  to  the  west,  and  instantly  moved  out  with  his 
cavalry  to  strike  him  in  flank,  followed  by  the  Sixth  Corps. 
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The  Second  and  Fifth  Corps  were  in  Lee's  rear,  pressing 
him  so  close  that  he  had  to  abandon  wagons  and  artillery. 

Ord  pushed  forward  north-west,  toward  Farmville,  where 
Lee  evidently  expected  to  strike  the  railroad  again.  Two 
regiments  of  infantry  in  the  lightest  marching  order,  and  a 
squadron  of  cavalry^  were  hurried  on  in  advance  to  destroy 
the  bridges  there,  and  detain  the  enemy.  These  were  placed 
under  General  Theodore  Read,  who,  meeting  near  the  place, 
the  head  of  Lee's  columns,  gallantly  attacked  it,  and  held  it 
in  check  until  he  was  killed  and  his  little  force  overpowered. 

But  in  the  meantime  Ord  with  the  rest  of  the  Corps  ar- 
rived, when  the  enemy  began  to  intrench  himself. 

On  the  same  afternoon  Sheridan  struck  the  enemy  farther 
back,  capturing  sixteen  pieces  of  artillery,  and  four  hundred 
wagons,  and  detained  him  until  the  Second  Corps  came  up, 
when  a  general  attack  was  ordered,  resulting  in  the  capture 
of  six  or  seven  thousand  prisoners,  and  among  them  Generals 
Ewell  and  Custis.  Lee  now  moving  oflF  to  the  west,  the  pur- 
suit was  kept  up  till  it  became  evident  to  all  that  his  escape 
was  hopeless.  Grant  having  arrived  at  Farmville  addressed 
a  note  to  him  which  we  give  below,  with  the  correspondence 
that  followed. 

"April  7, 1865.' 

General  : — The  result  of  the  last  week  must  convince  vou  of  the  liopelew- 
ness  of  further  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Vii^niain 
this  struggle.  I  feel  that  it  is  so,  and  regard  it  as  my  duty  to  shift  from  07- 
self  the  responsibility  of  any  further  effusion  of  blood  by  asking  of  yon  the 
surrender  of  that  portion  of  the  Confederate  States  Army  known  as  the  Anoj 
of  Northern  Virginia. 

XJ»  S.  GRANT,  Lieutenanl^GeneiaL 

General  R.  £.  Lee. 

"  Early  oa  the  morning  of  the  8th,  before  leaving,  I  ^ 
ceived  at  Farmville,  the  following : 

General  : — I  have  received  your  note  of  this  date.  Though  not  enttf** 
fatining  the  opinion  you  express  on  the  hopelessness  of  further  resisUnce  ^ 
the  part  of  tke  Array  of  Northern  Virginia,  I  reciprocate  yonr  desire  ^ 
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avoid  useless  effdsion  of  blood,  and  therefore,  before  considering  your  prop- 
osition, ask  the  terms  you  will  offer  on  condition  of  its  surrender. 

R.  E.  LEE,  General. 
Lieutenant-Gencral  U.  S.  Grakt. 

"  To  this  I  immediately  replied : — 

April  8,  1865. 

General  : — ^Your  note  of  last  evening,  in  reply  to  mine  of  same  date,  asking 
the  condition  on  which  I  will  accept  the  surrender  of  the  Army  of  Northern 
Vii^inia,  is  just  received.  In  reply,  I  would  say  ihAt  peace  being  my  great 
desire,  there  is  but  one  condition  I  would  insist  upon,  namely ;  that  the  men 
and  officers  surrendered  should  be  disqualified  for  taking  up  arms  again 
against  the  Government  of  the  United  States  until  properly  exchanged.  I 
will  meet  you  or  will  designate  officers  to  meet  any  officers  you  may  name 
for  the  same  purpose,  at  any  point  agreeable  to  you  for  the  purpose  of  ar- 
ranging definitely  the  terms  upon  which  the  surrender  of  the  Army  of 
Northern  Virginia  will  bo  received. 

U.  S.  GRANT,  Lieutenant-GeneraL 
General  R.  E.  Les. 

"  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  8th,  the  pursuit  was  resumed. 
General  Meade  followed  north  of  the  Appomattox,  and  Gen- 
eral Sheridan,  with  all  the  cavalry,  pushed  straight  for  Ap- 
pomattox Station,  followed  by  General  Ord's  command  and 
the  Fifth  Corps.  During  the  day  General  Meade's  advance 
had  considerable  fighting  with  the  enemy's  rear-guard,  but 
was  unable  to  bring  on  a  general  engagement.  Late  in  the 
evening.  General  Sheridan  struck  the  railroad  at  Appomattox 
Station,  drove  the  enemy  from  there,  and  captured  twenty- 
five  pieces  of  artillery,  a  hospital  train,  and  four  trains  of 
cars  loaded  with  supplies  for  Lee's  army.  During  this  day, 
I  accompanied  General  Meade's  column,  and  about  midnight 
received  the  following  communication  from  General  Lee* — 

April  8,  1865. 

General  : — ^I  received  at  a  late  hour  your  note  of  to-day.  In  mine  of 
yesterday  I  did  not  intend  to  propose  the  surrender  of  the  Army  of  North- 
em  Virginia,  but  to  ask  the  terms  of  your  proposition.  To  be  frank,  I  do 
not  think  the  emergency  has  arisen  to  call  for  the  surrender  of  this  army, 
but  as  the  restoration  of  peace  should  be  the  sole  object  of  all,  I  desired  to 
know  whether  your  proposals  would  lead  to  that  end.  I  cannot,  therefore, 
meet  you  with  a  view  to  surrender  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  but  as 


596  CORRESPONDENCE. 

far  as  your  proposal  may  affect  the  Confederate  States  forces  under  my 
command,  and  tend  to  tlie  restoration  of  peace  I  should  be  pleased  to  meet 
you  at  ten  a.  m<  to-morrow,  on  the  old  stage  road  to  Richmond,  between  the 
picket  lines  of  the  two  armies. 

R.  £.  LEE,  GeneraL 
Lieutcnant-Gcneral  U.  S.  Grant. 

"  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  I  returned  him  an  an- 
swer as  follows,  and  immediately  started  to  join  the  column 
south  of  the  Appomattox: — 

April  0,  1865. 

General  : — Tour  note  of  yestorday  is  received.  I  have  no  authority  to 
treat  on  tlie  subject  of  peace ;  the  meeting  proposed  for  ten,  a.  m.,  t<HiaT, 
could  lead  to  no  good.  I  will  state,  however.  General,  that  I  am  equally 
anxious  for  peace  with  yourself,  and  the  whole  North  entertains  the  same 
feeling.  The  terms  upon  which  peace  can  be  had  are  well  understood.  By 
the  South  laying  down  their  arms,  they  will  hasten  that  most  desirable  evcDt, 
save  thousands  of  human  lives,  and  hundreds  of  millions  of  property  not  yet 
destroyed.  Seriously  hoping  that  all  our  difficulties  may  be  settled  withoat 
the  loss  of  another  life,  I  subscribe  myself,  &c 

U.  S.  GRANT,  Lieutenant-GeneraL 
General  R.  £.  Lxb. 

"On  the  morning  of  the  9th,  General  Ord's  command  and 
the  Fifth  Corps  reached  Appomattox  Station  just  as  the 
enemy  was  making  a  desperate  effort  to  break  through  our 
cavalry.  The  infantry  was  at  once  thrown  in.  Soon  after 
a  white  flag  was  received,  requesting  a  suspension  of  hostil- 
ities pending  negotiations  for  a  surrender. 

"  Before  reaching  General  Sheridan's  head-quarters,  I  re- 
ceived the  following  from  General  Lee: — 

April  9,  1865. 

General  : — I  received  your  note  of  this  morning,  on  the  picket  Kmi 
whither  I  had  come  to  meet  you,  and  ascertain  definitely  what  t<?rms  were 
embraced  in  your  proposal  of  yesterday,  with  reference  to  the  surrender  of 
this  army.  1  now  ask  an  interview  in  accordance  with  the  offer  contained io 
your  letter  of  yesterday  for  that  purpose. 

R.  E.  LEE,  General 

Lieutenant'General  U.  S.  Grakt. 

"The  interview  was  held  at  Appomattox  Court-House, 
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the  result  of  which  is  set  forth  in  the  following  correspon- 
dence : — 

Appomattox  Court-Houbb,  Va.,  April  9,  1866. 

General  : — In  accordance  with  the  substance  of  my  letter  to  you,  of  the 
8th  instant,  I  propose  to  receive  the  surrender  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Vir- 
ginia on  the  following  terms,  to  wit :  Rolls  of  all  the  officers  and  men  to  be 
made  in  duplicate,  one  copy  to  be  given  to  an  officer  to  be  designated  by 
me,  the  other  to  be  retained  by  such  officer  or  officers  as  you  may  designate. 
The  officers  to  give  their  individual  paroles  not  to  take  up  arms  against  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  until  properly  exchanged ;  and  each  com- 
pany or  regimental  Commander  sign  a  like  parole  for  the  men  of  their  com- 
mands. The  arms,  artillery,  and  public  property  to  be  parked  and  stacked, 
and  turned  over  t©  the  officers  appointed  by  me  to  receive  them.  This  will 
not  embrace  the  side-arras  of  the  officers,  nor  their  private  horses  or  bag- 
gage. This  done,  each  officer  and  man  will  be  allowed  to  return  to  his  home, 
not  to  be  disturbed  by  United  States  authority  so  long  as  they  observe  their 
paroles,  and  the  laws  in  force  where  they  may  reside. 

U.  S.  GRANT,  Lieutenant-GeneraL 
General  R.  E.  Lek. 

Head-quarters  Armt  of  Northern  Virginia,  ) 

April  9,  1865.  J 

General  : — I  received  your  letter  of  this  date,  containing  the  terirfs  of 
the  iurrender  of  the  Array  of  Northern  Virginia  as  proposed  by  you.  As 
they  are  substantially  the  same  as  those  expressed  in  your  letter  of  the  8th 
instant,  they  arc  accepted.  I  will  proceed  to  designate  the  proper  officers  to 
carry  the  stipulations  into  effect. 

R.  E.  LEE,  General. 

Lieutenant-General  U.  S.  Grant." 

On  the  reception  of  the  last  letter,  Grant  hastened  to  the 
front,  where  Lee  was  awaiting  him.  They  met  in  the  par* 
lor  of  a  neighboring  farm-house  and  saluted  each  other  with 
dignified  courtesy.  In  former  years  they  had  fought  side 
by  side,  under  the  same  flag,  but  for  the  last  year,  backed 
by  two  as  fine  armies  as  ever  trod  a  battle-field,  they  had 
confronted  each  other  as  enemies.  Well  matched,  neither 
had  been  able  to  obtain  any  decided  success  over  the  other. 
As  they  now  stood  face  to  face,  what  memories  must  have 
crowded  on  them,  and  what  a  difierent  future  spread  out 
before  them !  • 

Lee  acknowledged  that  the  terms  dictated  by  Grant  were 
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more  lenient  than  he  had  a  right  to  expect.  In  killed, 
wounded,  and  prisoners,  the  rebel  array  had  been  reduced, 
in  the  last  few  days,  full  thirty  thousand  men,  besides  the 
vast  number  that  had  straggled  off  to  their  homes,  so  that 
less  than  twenty  thousand  were  left  to  surrender. 

When  the  news  of  the  capitulation  reached  the  army,  loud 
cheers  arose  on  every  side,  which  lasted  for  hours.  There 
was  some  disappointment,  however,  among  the  soldiers  that, 
after  th^r  toils  and  hardships,  they  were  not  allowed  to 
pass  through  the  enemy's  lines  and  witness  their  surrender. 
But  Grant,  magnanimous  as  he  is  great,  wishing  to  abate  as 
much  as  possible  all  ill-feeling  between  men,  hereafter  to  be 
citizens  of  the  same  Government,  allowed  the  rebel  troops 
to  return  to  their  homes  without  further  humiliation,  on  giv- 
ing their  parole  not  to  take  up  arms  against  the  Government, 
until  properly  exchanged. 

By  a  singular  coincidence,  as  the  grand  assault  on  the 
enemy's  works  at  Petersburg  took  place  on  Sunday,  so  now 
on  Sunday,  and  Palm  Sunday  too,  the  capitulation  was 
signed. 

The  surrender  of  Lee's  army  was  followed  by  that  of  most 
of  the  troops  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley.  Mosby  surren- 
dered his  command  on  the  17th.  Hancock,  who  had  suc- 
ceeded Sheridan,  when  the  latter  started  on  his  last  great 
raid  for  Lynchburg,  commanded  here  at  this  time. 

With  Lee's  immediate  army,  were  captured  one  hundred 
and  seventy  pieces  of  artillery,  which  number  was  of  course 
swelled  by  the  surrender  of  the  other  forces  in  Northern 
Virginia. 

The  joy  of  the  North  was  unbounded  over  this  great 
victory.  Bonfires,  illuminations,  and  the  firing  of  cannon, 
attested  the  universal  delight,  while  Grant  became  the  ido* 
of  the  Nation.  • 
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SHERMAN,  when  he  hastened  back  to  Goldsboro',  from 
his  interview  with  Grant,  at  once  made  preparations 
to  move.  He  had  said  that  he  could  not  get  ready  before 
the  10th  of  April.  This,  it  will  be  noticed,  was  one  day 
after  Lee  surrendered. 

Wholly  ignorant  of  this  great  event,  he,  on  the  10th,  was 
about  putting  his  columns  in  motion  for  the  Roanoke,  when 
he  received  the  news  of  the  fall  of  Petersburg  and  Rich- 
mond.  This,  of  course,  caused  a  change  in  his  plans,  for 
with  the  tidings  came  a  dispatch  from  Grant,  dated  April 
5th,  in  which  he  stated  the  hopeless  condition  of  Lee's  army, 
and  added,  "  if  you  can  possibly  do  so,  push  on  from  where 
you  are,  and  let  us  see  if  we  cannot  finish  the  job  with  Lee's 

and  Johnston's  armies."     Sherman  at  once  wheeled  his  col- 

« 

umns  tow^^rd  Raleigh,  forcing  the  enemy  back  and  destroyv 
ing  the  bridges  on  the  way. 

On  the  3rd  day  of  the  march,  the  news  of  the  surrender 
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of  Lee's  entire  force  reached  the  army.  It  spread  like  wild- 
fire, from  regiment  to  regiment,  and  division  to  division,  till 
one  long,  loud  hurrah  from  the  mighty  host  rent  the  heav- 
ens. When  tired  with  cheering,  the  soldiers  began  to  yell, 
till  it  seemed  as  if  pandemonium  had  broke  loose.  Sherman 
seemed  as  much  excited  as  the  rest,  and  exclaimed  in  exult- 
ing accents,  "Glory  to  God  and  our  glorious  Country." 
That  night  the  elated  army  encamped  within  fourteen  miles 
of  Raleigh.  The  next  day,  Sherman  entered  the  plac«, 
assuring  the  citizens  that  their  property  should  be  pro- 
tected. 

The  following  day,  the  15th,  Johnston,  who  was  also 
informed  of  the  overthrow  of  Lee,  sent  a  letter  to  him,  ask- 
ing if  some  arrangement  could  not  be  made  to  save  further 
eflFusion  of  blood.  Sherman  replied  that  he  was  ready  tq 
listen  to  any  terms  that  he  wished  to  propose.  Johnston  then 
requested  a  personal  interview,  and  the  next  day,  at  noon, 
tlie  two  met  upon  the  road,  and  shaking  hands  with  appa- 
rent cordiality,  adjourned  to  a  neighboring  farm-house  for 
consultation.  Johnston  asked  for  four  days'  armistice,  which 
Sherman  refused  to  grant,  and  a  meeting  for  arranging  the 
terms  of  surrender  was  agreed  upon  for  the  next  day. 

They  met  at  the  same  hour,  attended  by  their  splendidly 
mounted  Staflfs,  and  courteously  lifting  their  hats  to  each 
other,  shook  hands,  and  then  dismounted  and  walked  to- 
gether to  the  farm-house.  Breckenridge,  the  rebel  Secre- 
tary of  War,  was  present  at  this  interview,  and  though  the 
terms  of  surrender  that  were  granted  to  Lee,  Johnston 
regarded  as  satisfactory,  he  thought  that  it  would  be  for 
the  interest  of  all  if  some  basis  of  peace  was  adopted  A 
memorandum,  looking  to  this,  was  signed  by  both  parties, 
and  a  suspension  of  hostilities  was  agreed  upon,  until  rt 
could  be  submitted  to  the  Government  for  its  ratification  or 
rejection. 
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Both  armies  were  to  remain  in  statu  quo  until  a  reply 
could  be  received. 

The  following  is  the  memorandum : — 

"  First.  The  contending  armies  now  m  the  field  to  nwnntain  tlieir  statu 
quo,  nntil  notice  is  given  by  the  commanding  General  of  either  one  to  its 
opponent,  and  reasonable  time — say  forty-eight  hours — allowed. 

Second.  The  Confederate  armiesy  now  in  existeiKse,  to  be  disbanded  and 
conducted  to  their  several  State  Capitals,  there  to  deposit  their  arms  and 
public  property  in  the  State  arsenals,  and  each  officer  and  man  to  execute 
and  file  an  agreement  to  eease  from  acts  of  war,  and  abide  action  of  both 
State  and  Federal  authority.  The  number  of  arms  and  munitions  of  war 
to  be  reported  to  the  Chief  of  Ordnance  at  Washington  City,  subject  to 
future  action  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States;  in  the  meantime,  to  be 
used  solely  to  maintain  peace  and  order  within  the  borders  of  the  States  re- 
spectively. 

TuiRD.  Tlie  recognition  by  the  Executive  of  the  United  States  of  several 
State  Governments,  in  their  Officers  and  Legislatures,  taking  oath  prescribed 
by  the  Constitution  o£  the  United  States,  and  where  conflicting  State  Gov- 
ernments have  resulted  from  the  war,  the  legitimacy  of  all  shall  be  submitted 
to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 

Fourth.  The  re-establishment  of  all  Federal  Courts  in  the  several  States, 
with  powers  as  defined  by  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  Congress. 

Fifth.  The  people  and  inhabitants  of  all  States  to  be  guaranteed,  so  far  as 
the  Executive  can,  their  political  rights  and  franchise,  as  well  as  their  rights 
of  person  and  property,  as  defined  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  of  States  respectively. 

Sixth.  Tlie  Executive  authority  of  the  Government  of  the  United  S^b^tes 
not  to  disturb  any  of  the  people  by  reason  of  the  late  war,  so  long  as  they 
live  in  peace  and  quiet,  and  abstain  from  acts  of  armed  hostility^  and  obey 
laws  in  existence  at  any  place  of  their  residence. 

In  general  terms,  war  to  cease ;  a  general  amnesty,  so  far  a»  the  Executive 
power  of  the  United  States  can  command,  or  on  condition  of  disbandment 
of  the  Confederate  armies,  and  the  distribution  of  anns^  and  resumption  of 
peaceful  pursuits  by  officcra  and  men  as  hitherto  composing  the  said  armies ; 
not  being  fully  empowered  by  our  respective  principals  to  fullfil  these  terms, 
we  individually  and  oflScially  pledge  ourselves  to  promptly  obtain  necessary 
authority,  and  to  carry  out  the  above  programme. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major-General  Commanding  the  Army  of  the  United  States  in  N.  C. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

General  Commanding  Confederate  State*  Array  in  North  Carolina." 

This  memorandum  was  rejected  by  the  President  and  Cab- 
inet, and  Sherman  was  directed  to  resume  hostilities  at  once 
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unless  Johnston  should  accept  the  terms  which  had  been 
granted  to  Lee.  Grant,  in  the  meantime,  was  sent  down  to 
take  charge  of  aflFairs. 

Thus  far  every  thing  was  quite  natural  and  proper.  An 
armistice  granted  for  a  few  hours,  by  a  General  in  the  field, 
until  proposed  terms  of  surrender  by  an  enemy  could  be 
submitted  to  the  Supreme  Authority,  was  nothing  strange; 
and  in  this  case,  when  all  the  advantages  of  delay  were  with 
us,  perfectly  right  and  reasonable. 

The  refusal  of  the  Government  to  accede  to  the  profiered 
basis  of  agreement,  on  the  other  hand,  was  not  only  justifiar 
ble,  but  clearly  its  duty,  if  it  thought  such  an  agreement 
prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  the  country. 

There  the  matter  should  have  ended.  It  was  a  very  sim- 
ple, ordinary  affair  altogether,  and  would  scarcely  have  ex- 
cited a  remark,  but  for  the  absurd  fuss  made  over  it  by  the 
Secretary  of  War.  He  should  have  been  content  with 
sending  a  messenger  down  to  Sherman  with  the  decision  of 
the  Government.  But  instead  of  pursuing  this  simple,  digni- 
fied course,  he  came  out  in  the  public  newspapers  with  nine 
different  reasons  why  the  terms  were  inadmissible.  The  first 
reason  was,  that  Sherman,  as  well  as  Johnston,  knew  that  he 
had  no  right  to  make  them.  This  was  simply  false.  Every 
Commander  in  the  field  has  a  right  to  submit  proffered  terms 
of  peace  to  his  Government,  unless  he  has  special  instruc- 
tions to  the  contrary. 

After  this  extraordinary  explosion  of  patriotism  it  seemed 
to  have  dawned  on  the  Secretary's  mind,  that  his  first  grand 
reason  would  not  be  accepted  by  any  sensible  man,  and  so 
he  gave  to  the  public  a  telegram,  which  Mr.  Lincoln  had 
formerly  sent  to  Grant,  for  his  guidance,  in  any  negotiations 
that  he  might  make  with  Lee — implying  that  Sherman  had 
seen  this  telegram,  and  had  deliberately  acted  in  direct  vio- 
lation of  it. 
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Sherman,  in  reply  to  this  implication,  says: — "Now  I  was 
not  in  possession  of  it,  and  I  have  reason  to  know  that  Mr. 
Stanton  knew  I  was  not  in  possession  of  iC*  This  is 
a  guarded  way  of  making  one  of  the  severest  accusations 
that  can  be  brought  against  a  man. 

Halleck  caught  the  spirit  of  the  Secretary,  and,  as  Chief 
of  Staff,  immediately  sent  dispatches  to  difi'erent  Command- 
ers in  Sherman's  department,  with  directions  to  pay  no  at- 
tention to  him,  but  to  resume  hostilities  at  once.  When  he 
did  this  he  knew  perfectly  well  that  the  government  dis- 
patches, ordering  Sherman  to  resume  hostilities,  would 
reach  the  latter  before  his  own  would  those  Commanders, 
and  hence  were  unnecessary,  except  on  the  supposition  that 
Sherman  would  turn  traitor,  and  refuse  to  obey  his  Govern- 
ment. Indeed,  the  conduct  of  both  him  and  Stanton  can  be 
accounted  for  only  on  the  ground,  that  for  some  reason  or 
other  they  wished  to  take  advantage  of  the  mere  circum- 
stances of  this  armistice  of  a  few  hours,  to  injure  the  charac- 
ter of  Sherman. 

In  speaking  of  Halleck's  impertinent  interference  with  his 
command,  he  says :  ''  This  is  too  much;  and  I  turn  from  the 
subject  with  feelings  too  strong  for  words."  The  pretext  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  that  the  armistice  would  allow  Davis 
to  get  off  with  his  fabulous  amount  of  treasure,  did  well 
enough  while  the  country  was  lashed  into  the  intensest  ex- 
citement by  the  murder  of  the  President ;  but  viewed  from 
this  more  quiet  point  of  view,  it  only  awakens  a  smile  of 
ridicule.  Sherman  says,  '4f  the  Secretary  of  War  wanted 
Davis  caught,  why  not  order  it,  instead  of,  by  publishing 
in  the  newspapers,  putting  him  on  his  guard  to  hide 
away  and  escape  ?  No  orders  or  instructions  to  catch  Davis 
or  his  stolen  treasure  ever  came  to  me ;  but,  on  the  contniry, 
I  was  led  to  believe  that  the  Secretary  of  War  rather  pre- 
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ferred  he  should  eflFect  an  escape  from  the  country,  if  made 
'unknown'  to  him." 

There  never  was  an  instance,  when,  without  any  provoca- 
tion, a  man  who  for  long  years  had  been  periling  his  life  on 
the  battle  field  for  his  country,  lifting  it  by  his  genius  to  the 
highest  pinnacle  of  military  glory,  and  bearing  it  on  to  a 
glorious  peace,  was  so  bitterly  assailed  by  those  who  should 
have  been  the  first  to  protect  him.  The  whole  account  of 
this  disgraceful  transaction  is  given  in  Sherman's  Report,  and 
in  all  future  time  it  will  furnish  a  chapter  in  our  history,  that 
some  of  the  characters  who  figure  in  it  will  wish  could 
be  expunged. 

Johnston,  when  informed  of  the  decision  of  our  Govern- 
ment, surrendered  his  immediate  command  on  the  same 
terms  as  those  granted  to  Lee,  together  with  all  the  rebel 
forces  between  him  and  the  Chattahoochee. 

A  great  many  soldiers  had  gone  oflF  during  the  armistice, 
so  that  when  on  the  26th  of  the  month,  the  surrender  took 
place,  only  about  twenty -seven  thousand  men  laid  down  their 
arms.  One  hundred  and  eight  pieces  of  artillery  were  given 
up.  Johnston's  army  at  the  time  of  the  surrender,  though 
nearly  fifty  miles  from  Sherman,  was  in  a  most  perilous  posi- 
tion. Stoneman,  who,  as  we  have  noticed  had  been  sent 
east  from  Knoxville  on  the  20th  of  March,  marched  rapidly 
by  way  of  Boone,  North  Carolina,  and  struck  the  railroad  at 
Wytheville,  Chambersburg  and  Big  Lick.  The  portion  of 
the  column  striking  it  at  the  latter  place,  pushed  on  to  within 
a  few  miles  of  Lynchburg,  destroying  the  bridges  on  the 
way,  while  the  main  force,  after  breaking  up  the  road  be- 
tween New  River,  and  Big  Lick,  turned  ofi*  to  Greensboro, 
on  the  North  Carolina  railroad,  burning  the  bridges  between 
that  place  and  Danville,  and  between  it  and  the  Yadkin 
River,  together  with  depots  of  supplies,  and  capturing  foar 
hundred  prisoners.     Crossing  the  river,  Stoneman  advanced 


ASSASSINATION    OF    THE    PRESIDENT.  605 

on  Salisbury,  near  which  he  attacked  and  defeated  General 
Gardiner,  capturing  fourteen  pieces  of  artillery,  and  one 
thousand,  three  hundred  and  sixty  four  prisoners.  He  was 
now  but  a  little  over  a  hundred  miles  west  of  Raleigh,  and 
on  the  line  by  which  Johnston  received  his  supplies,  and  by 
which  he  must  retreat.  Burning  rebel  army  stores  here,  he 
destroyed  fifteen  miles  of  railroad  toward  Charlotte,  and 
then  retired  on  Statesville.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  how  com- 
prehensive and  complete  Grant's  plan  was,  to  make  this  cam- 
paign a  conclusive  one. 

But  while  these  great  victories  were  being  achieved,  and 
the  mighty  Confederacy  that  had  attracted  the  gaze  of  the 
world  was  dissolving  like  a  tower  of  mist,  and  the  Nation, 
elate  with  hope  was  just  lifting  its  head  from  out  the  bloody 
waves  of  revolution,  an  event  occurred  that  thrilled  the 
land  with  an  excitement  which,  for  a  time  made  all  other 
things  sink  into  insignificance.  "  The  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  has  been  assassinated  in  the  Capital,"  flew  on 
wings  of  lightning  over  the  North,  making  every  face  turn 
pale  with  horror.  The  man  whose  inauguration  had  been 
the  signal  for  revolt,  and  who  for  four  years  had  watched 
and  waited,  and  labored,  and  prayed  for  a  restored  Union, 
was  ruthlessly  shot  down  by  an  assassin,  just  as  the  mountain 
was  being  lifted  from  his  heart  and  the  smile  of  joy  was 
chasing  away  the  look  of  care  that  had  so  long  darkened  his 
countenance.  Anxious  to  take  the  first  step  toward  peace, 
he  on  the  13th  of  April,  caused  the  Secretary  of  War  to  issue 
the  following  bulletin : — 

"  Wae  Department,  Washington,  April  13,  1865 — 6  p.  m. 

This  Department,  after  mature  consideration,  and  consultation  with  the 
Lieutenant-Gencral  upon  the  results  of  the  recent  campaigns,  has  come  to 
the  following  determinations,  which  will  he  carried  into  effect  by  appropriate 
orders,  to  be  immediately  issued : 

First.  To  stop  all  drafting  and  recruiting  in  the  loyal  States. 

Second.  To  curtail  purchases  for  arms,  ammunition,  quartermaster  and 
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commissary  supplies,  and  reduce  the  expenses  of  the  military  establishment 
in  its  several  branches. 

Third.  To  reduce  the  number  of  general  and  eiaS  officers  to  the  actaal 
necessities  of  the  service. 

Fourth.  To  remove  all  military  restrictions  upon  trade  and  commerce,  so 
far  as  may  be  consistent  with  public  safety. 

As  soon  as  these  measures  can  be  put  in  operation,  it  will  be  made  known 
by  public  orders. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON,  Secretary  of  War^ 

The  next  night,  while  the  President  was  at  Ford's  theatre 
with  his  wife,  seeking  a  little  relaxation,  a  play  actor  by  the 
name  of  John  Wilkes  Booth  shot  him  in  the  back  of  the 
head,  then  leaping  on  the  stage  and  brandishing  a  dagger,  he 
shouted  "  Sic  semper  tyrannia^^^  and  fled  through  a  side  door 
into  the  street.  His  plans  were  well  laid,  as  far  as  human 
foresight  could  do  it,  to  escape ;  but  the  mute  flag  of  his 
country,  hanging  over  the  President's  box,  caught  his  spur 
as  he  leaped,  flinging  him  heavily  on  the  stage,  and  crippling 
him  so  that  his  flight  was  retarded,  and  he  was  eventually 
overtaken  and  shot  while  refusing  to  surrender. 

In  consequence  of  the  intense  excitement  the  country  was 
in,  just  previous  to  the  murder — the  victim  being  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  a  man  possessing  one  of  the 
kindliest  and  most  forgiving  hearts  that  ever  beat  in  a  human 
bosom — this  assassination  produced  the  profoundest  sensation 
that  ever  shook  a  nation*  to  its  center. 

It  was  altogether  an  extraordinary  murder.  There  were 
men  South  who  had  not  only  been  ruined  in  property  by 
the  war,  but  whose  sons  had  been  slain  in  battle  or  died  in 
prison,  and  whose  wives  and  daughters  had  been  outraged 
by  Federal  soldiers,  till  they  had  gone  mad  with  despair 
and  the  desire  of  revenge,  of  whom  such  an  act  might  be 
expected.  But  the  assassin  had  not  been  injured  in  a  single 
interest,  and  could  give  no  shadow  of  excuse  for  the  hell- 
ish deed. 

Mr.  Lincoln  committed  some  grave  errors  of  pohey,  for 
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he  was  not  infallible — he  had  faults,  for  he  was  not  perfect, 
but  as  a  man  who,  to  use  his  own  words,  "felt  malice  toward 
none,  and  had  charity  for  all,"  whose  highest  ambition  was 
to  do  right,  whose  strongest  desire  was  the  peace  and  pros- 
perity of  his  country,  and  "  all  whose  faults  leaned  to  vir- 
tue's side,"  he  stands  without  a  peer  since  Washington.  His 
simple,  honest,  kindly  nature,  notwithstanding  the  bitter 
animosities  that  prevailed,  had  taken  a  deep  hold  of  the  Na- 
tional heart,  and  from  enemies  as  well  as  friends,  there  arose 
a  cry  of  horror  and  of  grief  at  the  ''  deep  damnation  of  his* 
taking  oflF." 

With  but  slender  education,  and  no  remarkable  intellect- 
ual endowments,  he  had  shown  how  wisely,  in  the  stormiest 
times,  and  amid  the  greatest  embarrassments  and  diflBculties, 
an  honest  heart  may  cause  a  ruler  to  act.  Indeed,  a  careful 
analysis  of  his  life  will  show  that  nearly  all  his  mistakes  arose 
from  not  following  his  own  judgment,  but  from  yielding  to 
the  crooked,  selfish  policy  of  others. 

The  funeral  obsequies  were  celebrated  in  the  Executive 
Mansion  on  the  19th  of  April,  when  the  body  was  taken  to 
the  Capitol,  where  it  lay  in  state  until  the  21st,  and  then 
was  borne  back  to  its  former  home,  in  Springfield,  Illinois. 
The  tolling  of  bells,  and  the  draping  of  the  land  in  mourn- 
ing, all  along  the  line  of  the  road  over  which  the  body 
was  transported,  and  the  crowds  that  thronged  around 
the  funeral  car,  attes^ted  how  deep  and  universal  was  the 
grief 

On  the  same  night  of  his  murder,  Mr.  Seward,  Secretary 
of  State,  was  attacked  in  his  sick  bed,  by  an  accomplice  of 
Booth,  and  dangerously  wounded,  before  the  assassin  could 
be  driven  off. 

On  May  10th,  David  E.  Harrold,  George  A.  Atzeroth, 
Lewis  Payne,  Michael  O'Laughlin,  Edward  Spangler,  Sam- 
uel Arnold,  Mary  E.  Surratt,  and  Samuel  A.  Mudd,  who  had 
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been  arrested  on  suspicion,  as  accomplices  of  Booth,  were 
arraigned  before  a  military  tribunal,  as  principals  or  acces- 
sories to  the  murder.  After  a  trial  of  nearly  two  months, 
in  the  progress  of  which,  the  existence  of  a  plot  to  murder 
not  only  Mr.  Lincoln  and  Mr.  Seward,  but  Vice  President 
Johnson,  General  Grant,  and  others,  was  developed,  Har- 
rold,  Payne,  Mrs.  Surratt,  and  Atzeroth,  were  found  guilty 
of  murder,  and  hung  in  Washington  on  the  7th  of  July; 
Mudd,  Arnold,  and  O'Laughlin  were  sentenced  to  imprison- 
ment for  life,  and  Spangler  to  six  years'  imprisonment  at 
hard  labor. 

In  a  few  hours  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  Andrew 
Johnson,  Vice  President,  was  installed  into  oflBce — and  so  far 
as  the  aflfairs  of  the  Government  were  concerned,  every 
thing  went  on  as  though  nothing  had  happened.  While 
European  powers  looked  for  a  new  outbreak,  or  an  attempt- 
ed assumption  of  military  power,  or  at  least  a  sudden  arrest 
of  the  wheels  of  Government,  they  saw,  with  amazement, 
that  a  Republic  could  not  only  put  forth  the  greatest  efforts, 
but  stand,  unmoved,  the  heaviest  shocks,  and  the  most  sud- 
den changes,  of  any  Government  on  earth. 

Owing  to  the  excited  state  of  the  public  mind,  every  fact 
bearing  on  the  assassination  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  became  magni- 
fied, and  it  was  believed  that  Booth  was  only  a  tool  in  the 

hands  of  Jefferson  Davis,  and  other  prominent  men  of  the 

* 

South ;  hence  heavy  rewards  were  offered  by  the  new  Presi- 
dent for  their  arrest — one  hundred  thousand  dollars  for 
Davis;  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  for  Clement  C.  Clay, 
Jacob  Thompson,  George  N.  Sanders,  and  Beverly  Tucker; 
and  ten  thousand  dollars  for  William  C.  Cleary,  clerk  of  Clay. 
In  the  meantime,  Davis  had  fled  into  Georgia. 

But  little  more  remains  to  be  told  of  military  movements 
With  the  surrender  of  Lee  and  Johnston,  the  rebellion  was 
«nded.    But  while  the  closing  scenes  were  being  enacted  on 
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the  Atlantic  Coast,  events  were  transpiring  on  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico  which,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  would  have 
awakened  the  keenest  interest.  Grant  designed  that  the 
expedition  against  Mobile  should  keep  a  large,  rebel  force  in 
Alabama,  which  otherwise  would  reinforce  Lee.  Hence,  as 
we  have  seen,  Canby  commenced  his  moveitents  against 
it  the  20th  of  March,  or  just  as  Sherman  was  reaching 
Goldsboro. 

In  the  meantime,  vessels,  drawing  but  little  water,  had 
been  gathered  in  Mobile  Bay,  so  that  the  navy  could  co-op- 
erate with  the  army  in  the  attack.  A.  J.  Smith  took  his 
command  from  Fort  Gaines  to  Fish  River,  by  water,  where 
he  was  joined  by  Granger,  with  the  Thirteenth  Corps,  who 
moved  from  Fort  Morgan.  In  the  meantime.  General  Steele, 
with  his  command,  struck  across  the  country  from  Pensacola, 
and  cutting  the  railroad  leading  from  Tensas  to  Montgom- 
ery, effected  a  juncture  with  the  former. 

Thus,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  army  moved  up  on  the  east 
side  of  the  bay.  Two  main  forts  prevented  the  passage  of 
the  gunboats  up  to  Mobile — the  Spanish  Fort,  as  it  was 
called,  and  Fort  Blakely.  It  was  determined  to  take  the 
first  of  these  by  a  combined  attack  of  the  army  and  navy — 
the  latter  to  engage  the  water-batteries,  while  the  land  for- 
ces should  assail  the  works  in  the  rear.  Siege  guns  were 
brought  up,  and  on  the  4th  of  April  a  tremendous  bombard- 
ment was  opened  on  the  fort. 

On  the  8th,  another  was  ordered — to  be  followed  by  a 
general  assault,  at  five  o'clock  in  the  evening.  The  fire  was 
terrific  and  crushing,  and  for  three  hours  it  was  kept  up 
with  fearful  effect,  when  two  brigades  of  Carr's  division 
moved  gallantly  to  the  assault.  Mounting  the  ramparts  with 
loud  cheers,  they  carried  some  three  hundred  yards  of  the 
works,  when  they  made  themselves  secure,  to  wait  for  day- 
light to  complete  the  conquest,  but  at  one  o'clock  in  the 
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morning — the  same  Sunday  that  Lee  surrendered  to  Grant — 
the  garrison  capitulated. 

On  this  day,  also,  so  bright  in  our  calendar,  Steele  as- 
saulted Fort  Blakely,  in  his  front.  This  was  situated  some 
four  miles  north  of  the  former,  and  twelve  miles  from  Mo- 
bile. With  the  reading  of  the  orders  for  the  assault,  to  the 
troops,  was  read  also  a  dispatch  announcing  the  fall  of  Rich- 
mond and  Petersburg,  and  the  flight  of  Lee.  Loud  shouts 
rent  the  air  at  the  glorious  news,  and  gaily  as  though  going 
to  a  banquet,  the  brave  fellows  moved  forward.  Garrard's 
division  bore  the  brunt  of  the  fight.  For  a  whole  hour  the 
soldiers  worked  away  at  the  obstructions,  while  a  desolating 
fire  swept  them,  and  torpedoes  were  almost  momentarily 
bursting  under  their  feet. 

At  last  they  were  cleared,  and  with  a  yell  they  jumped 
into  the  ditch  and  scaled  the  works.     Colonel  Rinnekens 
and  General  Gilbert's  brigade  turned  the  right  of  the  fort 
and  entered  it  at  the  same  time.     The  colored  troops  on  the 
right,  under  General  Hawkins,  behaved  with  great  gallantly, 
charging  like  veterans  through  the  fire.     At  seven  o'clock, 
our  flag  was  waving  from  the  ramparts.    Pxxr  loss  in  this 
gallant  assault,  was  about  one  thousand,  while  that  of  the 
enemy  was  not  over  five  hundred.     Three  thousand  three 
hundred  prisoners,  four  thousand  stand  of  arms,  and  thirty- 
two  pieces  of  artillery  were  captured.     This  secured  the  fall 
of  Mobile. 

Monday  and  Tuesday  were  spent  in  pushing  forward  i^ 
connoissances,  and  in  the  removing  of  torpedoes  from  the 
river,  by  the  navy,  so  that  it  could  approach  the  city.  The 
latter  was  hazardous  work,  for  the  bed  of  the  stream  ^ras 
sown  thick  with  them,  while  the  batteries  on  shore  kept  up 
a  steady  fire  on  the  vessels  engaged  in  it. 

On  the  12th,  our  columns  were  already  in  motion  to  com' 


CAPTURE    OF    MOBILE.  611 

plete  the  investment  of  the  place,  when  the  signal  came  that 
the  enemy  had  evacuated  it. 

Our  total  loss  before  the  place  was  two  thousand  soldiers, 
and  fifty  seamen.  We  lost,  besides  two  heavy  iron-clads,  two 
tin-clads,  and  one  transport-:-all  destroyed  by 'torpedoes. 

Admiral  Thatcher  commanded  the  naval  force,  and  reported 
the  amount  of  artillery  captured  at  four  hundred  pieces. 

We  mentioned  in  connection  with  the  movement  of 
Canby  on  Mobile,  the  raid  of  Wilson  east  from  Vicksburg. 
''  The  expedition,  consisting  of  twelve  thousand  five  hun- 
dred mounted  men,  was  delayed  by  rains  until  March  22, 
when  it  moved  from  Chickasaw,  Alabama.  On  the  1st  of 
April,  General  Wilson  encountered  the  enemy  in  force  under 
Forrest,  near  Ebenezer  Church,  drove  him  in  confusion,  cap- 
tured three  hundred  prisoners  and  three  guns,  and  destroyed 
the  central  bridge  over  the  Cahawba  River.  On  the  2d  he 
attacked  and  captured  the  fortified  city  of  Selma,  defended 
by  Forrest  with  seven  thousand  men  and  thirty-two  guns, 
destroyed  the  arsenal,  armory,  naval  foundry,  machine  shops, 
vast  quantities  of  stores,  and  captured  three  thousand  pris- 
oners. On  the  4th  he  captured  and  destroyed  Tuscaloosa. 
On  the  10th  he  crossed  the  Alabama  River,  and  after  sending 
information  of  his  operations  to  General  Canby,  marched  on 
Montgomery,  which  place  he  occupied  on  the  14th,  the  en- 
emy having  abandoned  it.  At  this  place  many  stores  and 
five  steamboats  fell  into  our  hands.  Thence  a  force  marched 
direct  on  Columbus,  and  another  on  West  Point,  both  of 
which  places  were  assaulted  and  captured  on  the  16th.  At 
the  former  place  we  got  fifteen  hundred  prisoners  and  fifty- 
two  field  guns,  destroyed  two  gunboats,  the  navy -yard,  foun- 
dries, arsenal,  many  factories,  and  much  other  public  prop- 
erty. At  the  latter  place  we  got  three  hundred  prisoners, 
four  guns,  and  destroyed  nineteen  locomotives  and  three 
hundred  cars.     On  the  20th  he  took  possession  of  Macon, 
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Georgia,  with  sixty  field-guns,  twelve  hundred  militia,  and 
five  Generals,  surrendered  by  General  Howell  Cobb."  * 

This  was  one  of  the  most  remarkable  raids  of  the  war ; 
but  its  success  and  results  not  being  known  until  after  the 
surrender  of  Lee  and  Johnston,  it  excited  but  little  interest 
Three  days  after  the  fall  of  Macon,  Davis  started  in  his 
flight  to  Georgia,  accompanied  by  his  family.  General  Wik 
son  at  the  former  place,  hearing  of  it,  immediately  scattered 
his  cavalry  over  the  country,  and  at  length,  on  the  morning  of 
the  11th  of  May,  succeeded  in  capturing  him  at  Irwinsvilla 
Colonel  Pritchard,  of  the  Fourth  Michigan  cavalry  came  sud- 
denly upon  his  encampment,  when  the  rebel  President  at- 
tempted to  make  his  escape,  disguised  as  a  woman.  Being 
detected  by  the  heavy  boots  under  his  female  apparel,  he  was 
seized,  together  with  Reagan  his  Post  Master  General,  and 
oonvej^ed  seventy  miles  distant  to  Macon,  from  whence  he  was 
transferred  to  Fortress  Monroe  to  await  his  trial  for  treason. 

Previous  to  this,  the  Government  dispatched  a  steamer, 
with  General  Anderson  to  Fort  Sumter,  to  raise  the  same 
flag  which  just  four  years  before,  he  had  been  compelled  to 
haul  down  at  the  bidding  of  traitors.  With  his  own  hands 
he  sent  it  aloft,  amid  the  cheers  of  the  spectators. 

In  looking  over  the  events  of  this  Spring,  one  is  struck 
with  the  remarkable  unity  of  action,  and  the  unvaried  suc- 
cess of  our  armies  in  different  parts  of  the  widely  extended 
military  field.  Indeed  it  is  seldom  that  a  single  month  is 
crowded  with  such  momentous  events  as  that  of  April,  1865. 
Selma,  Montgomery,  Macon,  Mobile,  and  Columbus,  Ga.,  all 
fell  during  the  month — the  two  armies  of  Lee  and  Johnston 
surrendered,  and  the  President  of  the  United  States  was  as- 
sassinated. It  saw  the  culmination  and  overthrow  of  the 
Confederacy,  and  all  that  followed  was  but  the  mere  pick- 
ing up  of  the  fragments. 

*  General  Grant's  Report 
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"  On  the  4th  day  of  May,  General  Dick  Taylor  surren- 
dered to  General  Canby  all  the  remaining  rebel  forces  east 
of  the  Mississippi. 

"  A  force  suflBcient  to  insure  an  easy  triumph  over  the  en- 
emy under  Kirby  Smith,  west  of  the  Mississippi,  was  imme- 
diately put  in  motion  for  Texas,  and  Major-General  Sheridan 
designated  for  its  immediate  command;  but  on  the  26th 
day  of  May,  and  before  they  reached  their  destination.  Gen- 
eral Kirby  Smith  surrendered  his  entire  command  to  Major- 
General  Canby.  This  surrender  did  not  take  place,  how- 
ever, until  after  the  capture  of  the  rebel  President  and  Vice 
President ;  and  the  bad  faith  was  exhibited  of  first  disband- 
ing most  of  his  army,  and  permitting  an  indiscriminate  plun- 
der of  public  property."  * 

Thus  on  sea  and  land,  all  resistance  disappeared,  with  the 
exception  of  the  pirate  Shenandoah,  which  cruised  all  Sum- 
mer in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  capturing  our  vessels.  Her 
career  did  not  close  till  November,  when  she  surrendered  to 
4U1  English  man  of  war  in  the  Mersey. 

As  a  fitting  close  to  this  long  and  terrible  struggle  which 
the  country  had  passed  through,  a  grand  review  of  the  two 
armies  of  Grant  and  Sherman  took  place  in  the  National  Cap- 
ital on  the  23d  and  24th,  of  May  in  the  presence  of  the 
President  and  Cabinet,  and  foreign  Ministers.  As  the 
bronzed  and  proud  veterans  marched  up  Pennsylvania  Av- 
enue, the  heavens  resounded  with  the  acclamations  of  the 
multitude,  and  the  air  was  filled  with  bouquets  of  flowers  that 
were  rained  on  the  noble  leaders.  The  Duke  of  Welling- 
ton said,  when  50,000  troops  were  reviewed  in  the  Champs 
Elysees,  after  the  occupation  of  Paris  by  the  Allies,  that  it 
was  ''  a  sight  but  once  seen  in  a  life  time ;  "  but  here  nearly 
two  hundred  thousand  marched  in  an  apparently  endless 
stream  past  the  Presidential  mansion,  not  conscripts  forced 

*  General  Grant's  Report. 
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into  the  raaks,  but  citizens,  who  had  vc 
arms  to  defend  not  a  monarch's  rights,  bu 
Yet,  sublime  as  was  this  spectacle,  it 
cance  before  the  grandeur  of  the  one  pr 
after,  when  this  army,  strong  enough  to  cor 
melted  suddenly  away  into  the  mass  of  t 
seen  no  more.  Its  deeds  of  renown  had 
world,  and  European  statesmen  looked 
what  disposition  could  be  made  of  it,  a 
choose  to  go,  or  what  it  would  do.  It  wa 
est  armies  that  ever  bore  on  its  bayonet  ] 
of  a  king  or  a  nation — a  consolidation  ai 
power  seldom  witnessed;  and  yet,  whil 
world  was  fixed  upon  it,  it  disappeared 
when  one  looked  for  it  he  saw  only  peace! 
in  their  usual  occupations.  The  Major-C 
tial  achievements  had  been  repeated  in 
guage  under  the  sun,  was  seen  amid  his  p 
office,  which  he  had  left  at  the  call  of 
brave  Colonel,  who  had  led  many  a  gallan' 
counting  house,  acting  as  though  he  had 
few  days  on  business,  while  the  veterans  o 
whose  battle  shout  had  rung  over  score 
could  only  be  found  by  name  as  one  ben 
plane,  and  another  swung  his  scythe  in  tl 
plied  his  humble  toil  along  the  streets, 
sight,  the  grandest  the  world  ever  saw.  I 
pie's  war — the  people  had  carried  it  on,  s 
their  own  work,  quietly  laid  aside  the  instr 
they  had  accomplished  it,  and  again  took  u 
industry.  Never  did  a  Government  on  i 
stability,  and  assert  its  superiority  over 
did  this  Republican  Government  of  ours, 
mies  disappeared  when  the  struggle  was  ( 
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The  war  being  ended,  there  now  remain  for  the  country 
le  great  work  of  reconstruction  and  the  management  of 
le  National  debt  After  the  disbanding  of  the  armies,  the 
lie  of  governmental  vessels  and  the  vast  amount  of  army 
iores  and  supplies  of  every  kind,  and  settling  up  the  most 
nportant  claims  against  the  National  Treasury,  our  public 
ebt,  on  the  1st  of  February,  1866,  was  two  thousand  seven 
nndred  and  sixteen  millions,  eight  hundred  and  ninety-eight 
lousand,  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  dollars.    The  following 

a  condensed  summary  of  it  at  that  time : — 

PUBLIC   DEBT   OF   THE   UNITED  STATES,  FEBRUARY  1,   1866. 

Original  6-20  Bonds,  1862, $514,780,600 

New  6-20  Bonds,  1864,   100,000,000 

New  6-20  Bonds,  1865, 60,690,300 

Six  per  cent.  Bonds,  1881, 282,648,250 

Five  per  cent.  10-40  Bonds, 172,769,100 

Old  six  per  cents., 19,339,592 

Old  five  per  cents., 27,022,000 

Total  gold-bearing  Bonds, $1,167,149,742 

Seven-thirty  per  cent.  Treasury  Notes, $830,000,000 

Compound  Legal  Tenders, 180,012,141 

Five  per  cent.  Legal  Tenders, 8,536,900 

Six  per  cent.  Certificates, '. 60,637,000 

Deposits  on  Interest, 114,755,840 

Six  per  cent  to  Pacific  Railroad, 3,364,000 

Total  Currency  Interest, $1,197,296,881 

Greenbacks, $423,902,223 

Gold  Certificates, 8,391,080 

Fractional  Currency, 26,553,244 

Total  free  of  Interest, $458,846,547 

Less  Treasury  balances, *107,493,348 

Total, $351,353,109 

Past  duo  debt, 1,099,330 

Grand  total  of  all  debt, $2,716,898,162 

•On  hand  in  Coin, $51,443,162 

•On  hand  in  Currency, 56,050,186 

Total  as  above, $107,493,348 

69 


616  PUBLIC     DEBT. 

The  principal  changes  in  the  statement  since  January  1st, 
are: — 

Increase  of  Ourrency  Deposits  from, $97,25T,194 

To  1st  of  February, 114,755,840 

Increase, $17,498,646 

Increase  of  Gold  Certificates, 1,102,940 

Total  increase  of  Deposits, $18,601,586 

Nearly  balanced  by  increase  of  Cash  on  hand, 16,764,467 

Difference, $1,837,119 

Add  increase  Pacific  railroad  Bonds, $352,000 

Increase  of  Fractional  Currency, 552,824 —     904,824 

Difference, $2,741,943 

Deduct  Greenbacks  reduced, $2,329,107 

Other  Items  reduced, 96,220 —  2,425,327 

Net  increase  of  Public  Debt, $316,616 

Total,  January  1,  1866, $2,716,581,536 

Total,  February  1,  1866, 2,716,898,152 

Difference  as  above, $316,616 

The  Public  Debt  reached  its  maximum  on  the  schedule  of  the  31  st  nf  Aif       u 

gust  last,  when  the  total  stood, $2,757,781,196 

Present  total, 2,716,898,152 

Net  reduction  in  five  months, $40,883,038 

The  Public  Debt  stood,  on  the  1st  of  October  last,  at  the  close  of  the 

Quarter  of  the  current  fiscal  year, $2,745,061,844 

As  against  February  1,  1866, 2,716,898,153 

Decrease  since  October  1, 1865, $28,163,002 
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OF 

LIEUTENANT  GENERAL  ULYSSES  S.  GRANT, 

CONTAINING    A    HISTORY    OF   THE    OPERATIONS    OF 

THE  ARMIES   OF  THE  UNITED  STATES— 18G4-65. 

Head-quarters  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

Washington,  D.  C,  July  22,  1865. 

Sir  t — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of 
the  armies  of  the  United  States  from  the  date  of  my  appointment  to  com- 
mand the  same : — 

From  an  early  period  in  the  rebellion  I  had  been  impressed  with  the  idea 
that  active  and  continuous  operations  of  all  the  troops  that  could  be  brought 
Into  the  field,  regardless  of  season  and  weather,  were  necessary  to  a  speedy 
termination  of  the  war.  The  resources  of  the  enemy  and  his  numerical 
strength  were  far  inferior  to  ours;  but  as  an  offset  to  this,  wo  had  a  vast  ter- 
ritory with  a  population  hostile  to  the  Government,  to  garrison,  and  long 
lines  of  river  and  railroad  communications  to  protect,  to  enable  us  to  supply 
the  operating  armies. 

The  armies  in  the  East  apd  West  act^d  independently  and  without  concert, 
like  a  balky  team,  no  two  ever  pulling  together,  enabling  the  enemy  to  use 
to  great  advantage  his  interior  lines  of  communication  for  transporting 
troops  from  east  to  west,  reinforcing  the  army  most  vigorously  pressed,  and 
to  furlough  large  numbers,  during  seasons  of  inactivity  on  our  part,  to  go  to 
their  homes  and  do  the  work  of  producing  for  the  support  of  their  armies. 
It  was  a  question  whether  our  numerical  strength  and  resources  were  not 
more  than  balanced  by  these  disadvantages  and  the  enemy's  superior 
position. 

From  the  first,  I  was  firm  in  tlie  conviction  that  no  peace  could  be  had 
that  would  be  stable  and  conducive  to  the  happiness  of  the  people,  both 
North  and  South,  until  the  military  power  of  the  rebellion  was  entirely 
broken. 

I  therefore  determined,  first,  to  use  the  greatest  number  of  troops  practi- 
cable against  the  armed  force  of  the  enemy ,  preventing  him  from  using  the 
same  force  at  different  seasons  ajjainst  first  one  and  then  another  of  our  ar- 
mies,  and  the  possibility  of  repose  for  refitting  and  producing  necessary  sup- 
plies for  carrying  on  resistance.  Second,  to  hammer  continuously  against 
the  armed  force  of  the  enemy  and  his  resources,  until  by  mere  attrition,  if  in 
no  other  way,  there  should  be  nothing  left  to  him  but  an  equal  submission 
with  the  loyal  section  of  our  common  country  to  the  Constitution  and  laws 
of  the  land. 

These  views  have  been  kept  constantly  in  mind,  and  orders  given  and 
ramj)aigns  made  to  carry  them  out.     Whether  they  might  have  been  better 
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in  conception  and  execution  is  for  the  people,  who  mourn  the  I088  of  friends 
fallen,  and  who  have  to  pay  the  pecuniary  cost,  to  say.  All  I  can  say  is, 
that  what  I  have  done  has  been  done  conscientiously,  to  the  best  of  my 
ability,  and  in  what  I  conceived  to  be  for  the  best  interests  of  the  whole 
country. 

At  the  date  when  this  report  begins,  the  situation  of  the  contending  forces  ^ 

was  about  as  follows : — The  Mississippi  River  was  strongly  gamsoncd  by  Fed-  

eral  troops  from  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  to  its  mouth.     The  line  of  the  Arkan-  _^ 

sas  was  also  held,  thus  giving  us  armed  possession  of  all  west  of  the  Mii»»is-  

sippi,  north  of  that  stream.     A  few  points  in  Southern  Louisiana,  not  remote  ^ 

from  the  river,  were  held  by  us,  together  with  a  small  garrison  at  and  near         -^ 

the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande.     All  the  balance  of  the  vast  territor}'  of  Ar- ^^ 

kansas,  Louisiana,  and  Texas,  was  in  the  almost  undisputed  possession  of  the 
enemy,  with  an  army  of  probably  not  less  than  eighty  thousand  effective  men 
that  could  have  been  brought  into  the  field  had  there  been  sufficient  oppositioD 
to  have  brought  them  out.     The  let-alone  policy  had  demoralized  this  force 
so  that  probably  but  little  more  than  one-half  of  it  was  ever  present  in  garri — 
son  at  any  one  time.     But  the  one-half,  or  forty  thousand  men,  with  the  bandar 
of  guerrillas  scattered  through  Missouri,  Arkansas,  and  along  the  Mi.«^8Js&ippr  <<:^,pi 
River,  and  the  disloyal  character  of  much  of  the  population,  compelled  tb^«:dbe 
use  of  a  large  number  of  troops  to  keep  navigation  open  on  the  river,  and  tc^  :^  to 

Erotect  the  loyal  people  to  the  west  of  it.     To  the  east  of  the  Mississippi  w»  -^^f%e 
eld  substantially  with  the  line  of  the  Tennessee  and  Ilolston  Rivers,  running  m:w  ^ng 
eastward  to  include  nearly  all  of  the  State  of  Tennessee.     South  of  ChattffK  :^  .u- 
nooga  a  small  foothold  had  been  obtained  in  Georgia,  sufficient  to  proteo--^^  ect 
East  Tennessee  from  incursions  from  the  enemy's  force  at  Dalton,  Georgia  ^-^^il 
"West  Virginia  was  substantially  within  our  lines.     Virginia,  with  the  exec j- -^^ cop- 
tion  of  the  northern  border,  the  Potomac  River,  a  small  area  about  iVM'^  the 
mouth  of  James  River  covered .  by  the  troops  at  Norfolk  and  Fort  Monroor- vroe, 
and  the  territory  covered  by  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  lying  along  the  Ra.^K.^Up- 
idan,  was  in  the  possession  of  the  enemy.     Along  the  sea-coast  footholds  h&.fl=C  had 
been  obtained  at  Plymouth,  Washington,  and  Newbem,  in  North  CaroliD^-v^na; 
Beaufort,  Folly  and  Morris  Islands,  Ililton  Head,  Fort  Pulaski,  and  P<»  "^  M*oji 
Royal,  in  South  Carolina ;  Femandina  and  St.  Augustine,  in  Florida.    K^FMlKey 
West  and  Pensacola  were  also  in  our  possession,  while  all  the  imports  j^"—7tant 
ports  were  blockaded  by  the  navy.     The  accompanying  map,  a  copy        -^^  of 
which  was  sent  to  General  Sherman  and  other  commanders  in  March,  18  ^^   864, 
shows  by  red  lines  the  territory  occupied  by  us  at  the  beginning  of  '        T  the 
rebellion  and  at  the  opening  of  the  campaign  of  1864,  while  those  in  hcM'     blue 
are  the  lines  which  it  was  proposed  to  occupy. 

Behind  the  Union  lines  there  were  many  bands  of  guerrillas  and  a  Im 
population  disloyal  to  the  Government,  making  it  necessary  to  miard  er; 
foot  of  road  or  river  used  in  supplying  our  armies.     In  the  South  a  rei 
military  despotism  prevailed,  which  made  every  man  and  boy  capab! 
bearing  arms  a  soldier,  and  those  who  could  not  bear  arms  in  the  field  a« 
as  provosts  for  collecting  deserters  and  returning  them.     This  enabled 
enemy  to  bring  almost  his  entire  strength  into  the  field. 

The  enemy  had  concentrated  the  bulk  of  his  forces  east  of  the  Missi 
into  two  armies,  commanded  by  Generals  R.  E.  Lee  and  J.  R  Johnsto; 
ablest  and  best  Generals.    The  army  commanded  by  Lee  occupied  the  s— <W4 
bank   of  the  Rapidan,  extending  from  Mine  Run  westward,  strongly* /i. 
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trenclic«l,  covering  and  defending  Richmond,  the  rebel  Capital,  against  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac.  The  army  mider  Johnston  occupied  a  strongly  in- 
trenched position  at  Dalton,  Georgia,  covering  and  defending  Atlanta,  Geor- 
j[jia,  a  place  of  great  importance  as  a  railroad  center,  against  the  armies  un- 
der Major  General  W.  T.  Sherman.  In  addition  to  these  armies,  he  had  a 
large  cavalry  force  under  Forrest,  in  north-east  Mississippi ;  a  considerable 
ft)rce,  of  all  arms,  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  and  in  the  western  part  of  Vir- 
ginia and  extreme  eastern  part  of  Tennessee ;  and  also  confronting  our  sea- 
coast  garrisons,  and  holding  blockaded  ports  where  wc  had  no  foothold  upon 
land. 

These  two  armies,  and  the  cities  covered  and  defended  by  them,  were  the 
main  objective  points  of  the  campaign. 

Major  Genenil  W.  T.  Sherman,  who  was  appointed  to  the  command  of 
the  military  division  of  the  Mississippi,  embracing  all  the  armies  and  terri- 
tory Ciist  of  the  Mississippi  River  to  the  Alleghanies,  and  the  department  of 
Arkansas,  west  of  the  Mississippi,  had  the  immediate  command  of  the  armies 
opcniting  against  Johnston. 

Major  General  George  G.  Meade  had  the  immediate  command  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  from  where  I  exercised  general  supervision  of  the 
movements  of  all  our  armies. 

General  Sherman  was  instructed  to  move  against  Johnston's  array,  to 
break  it  up,  and  to  go  into  the  interior  of  the  enemy's  country  as  far  as  he 
could,  inflicting  all  the  damage  he  could  upon  their  war  resources.  If  the 
enemy  in  his  front  showed  signs  of  joining  Lee,  to  follow  him  up  to  the  full 
extent  of  his  ability,  while  I  would  prevent  the  concentration  of  Lee  upon 
him  if  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  to  do  so.  More 
specific  written  instructions  were  not  given,  for  the  reason  that  I  had  talked 
over  with  him  the  plans  of  the  campaign,  and  was  satisfied  that  he  under- 
stood them  and  would  execute  them  to  the  fullest  extent  possible. 

Major  General  N.  P.  Banks,  then  on  an  expedition  up  Red  River  against 
Shreveport,  Louisiana,  (which  had  been  organized  previous  to  my  appoint- 
ment to  command,)  was  notified  by  me  on  the  15th  of  March  of  the  import- 
ance it  was  that  Shreveport  should  be  taken  at  the  earliest  possible  day,  and 
that  if  he  found  that  the  taking  of  it  would  occupy  from  ten  to  fifteen  days' 
more  time  than  General  Sherman  had  given  his  troops  to  be  absent  from 
their  command,  ho  would  send  them  back  at  the  time  specified  by  General 
Sherman,  even  if  it  led  to  the  abandonment  of  the  main  object  of  the  Red 
River  expedition,  for  this  force  was  necessary  to  movements  east  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi ;  that  should  his  expedition  prove  successful,  he  would  hold  Shreve- 
port and  the  Red  River  with  such  force  as  he  might  deem  necessary,  and  re- 
turn the  balance  of  his  troops  to  the  neighborhood  of  New  Orleans,  com- 
mencing no  m^vc  for  the  further  acquisition  of  territory  unless  it  was  to 
make  that  then  held  by  him  more  easily  held ;  that  it  might  be  a  part  of  the 
spring  campaign  to  move  against  Mobile;  that  it  certainly  would  be  if  troops 
enough  could  be  obtained  to  make  it  without  embarrassing  other  move- 
ments; that  New  Orleans  would  bo  the  point  of  departure  for  such  an  expe- 
dition ;  also,  that  I  had  directed  General  Steele  to  make  a  real  move  from 
Arkansas,  as  suggested  by  him,  (General  Banks,)  instead  of  a  demonstration, 
as  Steele  thought  advisable. 

On  the  21st  of  March,  in  addition  to  the  foregoing  notification  and  direc- 
tions, he  was  instructed  as  follows : — 
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"1st.  Ifeucccssful  ill  your  expedition  against  Shreveport,  that  you  turn  over  the  de- 
fense of  the  Red  River  to  General  Steele  and  the  navy. 

2d.  That  you  abandon  Texas  entirely  with  the  exception  of  your  hold  upon  the  Rio 
Grande.  This  can  be  held  with  four  tliousand  men,  if  they  will  turn  their  attention  im- 
mediately to  fortifying  their  positions.  At  least  one-half  of  the  force  required  for  thts 
service  might  be  taken  from  the  colored  tioops. 

3d.  By  properly  fortifying  on  the  Mississippi  River,  the  force  to  guard  it  from  Port  Hud- 
son to  New  Orleans  can  bo  reduced  to  ten  thousand  men,  if  not  to  a  less  number.  Six 
thousand  more  would  then  hold  all  the  rest  of  the  territory,  necessary  to  hold,  until  actire 
operations  can  be  resumed  west  of  the  river.  According  to  your  last  return  this  would 
give  you  a  force  of  over  thirty  thousand  eftectire  men  with  which  to  move  against  Mobila 
To  this  I  expect  to  add  live  thousand  men  from  Missouri.  It,  however,  you  tliink  the 
force  here  stated  too  small  to  hold  the  territory  regarded  as  necessary  to  hold  poseeffion 
of,  I  would  say,  concentrate  at  least  twenty-five  thousand  men  of  your  present  commaDd 
for  operations  against  Mobile.  With  these  and  such  additions  as  I  can  give  you  from 
elsewhere,  lose  no  time  in  making  a  demonstration,  to  be  followed  by  an  attack  upon  Mo- 
bile. Two  or  more  iron-clads  wiU  bo  ordered  to  report  to  Admiral  Farragut  This  gives 
him  a  strong  naval  fleet  with  which  to  cooperate.  You  can  make  your  own  arrangement! 
with  the  Admiral  for  his  cooperation,  and  select  your  own  line  of  approach.  My  own  idea 
of  the  matter  is  that  Pascagoula  should  be  your  base,  but,  from  your  \ong  service  in  the 
Gulf  department,  you  will  know  best  about  the  matter.  It  is  intended  that  your  more- 
ments  shall  be  cooperative  with  movements  elsewhere,  and  you  can  not  now  start  too 
3oon.  All  I  would  now  add  is,  that  you  commence  the  concentration  of  your  forces  it 
once.  I*reservo  a  profound  secrecy  of  what  you  intend  doing,  and  start  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment. 

U.  S.  GRANT,  LieiUenani  CeneraV 

Major  General  N.  P.  Banks. 

Major  General  Meade  was  instructed  that  Lee's  army  would  be  bb  object- 
ive point ;  that  wherever  Lee  went  he  gsvould  go  also.  For  bis  movement 
two  plans  presented  themselves : — One  to  cross  the  Rapidan  below  Lee, 
moving  by  his  right  flank ;  the  other  above,  moving  by  his  left.  Each  pre- 
sented advantages  over  the  other,  with  corresponding  objections.  By  cross- 
ing above,  Lee  would  be  cut  off  from  all  chance  of  ignoring  Richmond  or 
going  north  on  a  raid.  But  if  we  took  this  route,  all  we  did  would  hare  to 
be  done  whilst  the  rations  we  started  with  held  out ;  besides,  it  separated  w 
from  Butler,  so  that  he  could  not  be  directed  how  to  cooperate.  If  we  took 
the  other  route,  Brandy  Station  could  be  used  as  a  base  of  supplies  uDtil 
another  was  secured  on  the  York  or  James  Rivers.  Of  these,  however,  it  was 
decided  to  take  the  lower  route. 

The  following  letter  of  instruction  was  addressed  to  Major  General  B.  F. 
Butler : — 

Fort  Monroe,  Yjl,  Apnl  2, 1864 

"  General  : — In  the  spring  campaign,  which  it  is  desirable  shall  commence  at  as  early  a 
day  as  practicable,  it  is  proposed  to  have  cooperative  action  of  all  the  armies  in  the  M 
as  far  as  this  object  can  be  accomplished. 

It  will  not  bo  possible  to  unite  our  armies  into  two  or  three  large  onee  to  act  as » 
many  units,  owing  to  the  absolute  necessity  of  holding  on  to  the  territory  already  taken 
from  the  enemy.  But,  generally  speaking,  concentration  can  be  practically  eflfected  bf 
armies  moving  to  the  interior  of  the  enemy's  country  from  the  territory  they  have  to 
guard.  By  such  movement  they  interpose  themselves  between  the  enemy  and  the  coflUr 
try  to  be  guarded,  thereby  reducing  the  number  necessary  to  guard  important  pointe) « 
at  least  occupy  the  attention  of  a  part  of  the  enemy's  force,  if  no  greater  object  is  gainw- 
Lee's  army  and  Richmond  being  the  greater  objects  toward  whicS  our  attention  must  be 
directed  in  the  next  campaign,  it  is  desirable  to  unite  all  the  force  we  can  against  tbea. 
The  necessity  of  covering  Washington  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  of  coTeripg 
your  department  with  your  army,  makes  it  impossible  to  unite  these  forces  at  the  begin- 
fting  of  &ny  move.    I  propose,  therefore,  what  comes  nearest  this  of  anything  that  secB* 
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practicable : — The  Army  of  the  Potomac  will  act  from  its  present  base,  Lee^s  army  being 
the  objective  point.  You  will  collect  all  the  forces  frpm  your  command  that  can  be 
spared  from  garrison  duty — I  should  say  not  less  than  twenty  thousand  effective  men — to 
operate  on  the  south  side  of  James  River,  Richmond  being  your  objective  point  To  the 
force  you  already  have  will  bo  added  about  ten  thousand  men  from  South  Carolina,  under 
Major  General  Gillmore,  who  will  command  them  in  person.  Major  General  W.  F.  Smith 
is  ordered  to  report  to  you,  to  command  the  troops  sent  into  the  field  from  your  own 
department. 

General  Gillmore  will  be  ordered  to  report  to  you  at  Fortress  Monroe,  with  all  the 
troops  on  transports,  by  the  18th  instant,  or  as  soon  thereufler  as  practicable.  Should 
jrou  not  receive  notice  by  that  time  to  move,  you  will  make  such  disposition  of  them  and 
your  other  forces  as  you  may  deem  best  calculated  to  deceive  the  enemy  as  to  the  real 
move  to  be  made. 

When  you  are  notified  to  move,  take  City  Point  with  as  much  force  as  possible.  For- 
tify or  rather  intrench,  at  once,  and  concentrate  all  your  troops  for  the  field  there  as  rap- 
idly as  you  can.  From  City  Point,  directions  can  not  be  given  at  this  time  for  your  fur- 
ther movements. 

The  fact  that  has  already  been  stated — that  is,  that  Richmond  is  to  be  your  objective 
point,  and  that  there  is  to  be  cooperation  between  your  force  and  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac— must  be  your  guide.  This  indicates  the  necessity  of  your  holding  close  to  the  south 
bank  of  the  James  River  as  you  advance.  Tiien,  should  the  enemy  be  forced  into  his  in- 
trenchments  in  Richmond,  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  would  follow,  and  by  means  of  trans- 
ports the  two  armies  would  become  a  unit. 

All  the  minor  details  of  your  advance  are  left  entirely  to  your  direction.  If,  however, 
you  think  it  practicable  to  use  your  cavalry  south  of  you  so  as  to  cut  the  railroad  about 
Hick's  Ford  about  the  time  of  the  general  advance,  it  would  be  of  immense  advantage. 

You  will  please  forward  for  my  information,  at  the  earliest  practicable  day,  all  orders, 
details,  and  instructions  you  may  give  for  the  execution  of  this  order. 

U.  S.  GRANT,  Lieutenant  General:' 

Major  General  B.  F.  Butleb. 

On  the  16th,  these  instructions  were  substantially  reiterated.  On  the 
19th,  in  order  to  secure  full  cooperation  between  his  array  and  that  of  Gen- 
eral Meade,  he  was  informed  that  I  expected  him  to  move  from  Fort  Monroe 
the  same  day  that  General  Meade  moved  from  Culpepper.  The  exact  time  I 
was  to  telegraph  him  as  soon  as  it  was  fixed,  and  that  it  would  not  be  earlier 
than  the  27th  of  April ;  that  it  was  my  intention  to  fight  Lee  between  Cul- 
pepper and  Richmond  if  he  would  stand.  Should  he,  however,  fall  back  into 
Richmond,  I  would  follow  up  and  make  a  junction  with  his  (General  But- 
ler's) army  on  the  James  River ;  that,  could  I  be  certain  he  would  be  able  to 
invest  Richmond  on  the  south  side  so  as  to  have  his  left  resting  on  the 
James,  above  the  city,  I  would  form  the  junction  there ;  that  circumsumces 
might  make  this  course  advisable  any  how  ;  that  he  should  use  every  exer- 
tion to  secure  footing  as  far  up  the  south  side  of  the  river  as  he  could,  and 
as  soon  as  possible  after  the  receipt  of  orders  to  move ;  that  if  he  could  not 
carry  the  city,  he  should  at  least  detain  as  large  a  force  as  possible. 

In  cooperation  with  the  main  movements  against  Lee  and  Johnston,  I  wan 
desirous  of  using  all  other  troops  necessarily  kept  in  departments  remote 
firom  the  fields  of  immediate  operations,  and  also  those  kept  in  the  back- 
ground for  the  protection  of  our  extended  lines  between  the  loyal  States  and 
the  armies  operating  against  them. 

A  very  considerable  force  under  command  of  Major  General  Sigel  was  so 
held  for  the  protection  of  West  Virginia,  and  the  frontiers  of  Maryland  and 
Pennsylvania.  Whilst  these  troops  could  not  be  withdrawn  to  distant  fields 
without  exposing  the  North  to  invasion  by  comparatively  Small  bodies  of  the 
enemy,  they  could  act  directly  to  their  front  and  give  better  protection  tbaa 
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if  lying  idle  in  garrison.  By  sncb  movement  they  would  either  compel  the 
enemy  to  detach  largely  for  the  protection  of  his  supplies  and  lines  of  com- 
munication, or  he  would  lose  them. 

General  Sigel  was  therefore  directed  to  organize  all  his  available  force  into 
two  expeditions,  to  move  from  Beverly  and  Charleston,  under  command  of 
Generals  Ord  and  Crook,  against  the  East  Tennessee  and  Virginia  railroad. 
Subsequently,  General  Ord  having  been  relieved  at  his  own  request.  General 
Sigcl  was  instructed,  at  his  own  suggestion,  to  give  up  the  expedition  by . 
Beverly  and  to  form  two  columns,  one  under  General  Crook,  on  the  Kanawha, 
numbering  about  ten  thousand  men,  and  one  on  the  Shenandoah,  numbering 
about  seven  thousand  men.  Tlie  one  on  the  Shenandoah  to  assemble  be- 
tween Cumberland  and  the  Shenandoah,  and  the  infantry  and  artillery  ad- 
vanced to  Cedar  Creek  with  such  cavalry  as  could  be  made  available  at  the 
moment,  to  threaten  the  enemy  in  the  Shcuandoah  Valley,  and  advance  as 
far  as  possible;  while  General  Crook  would  take  possession  of  Lcwisbui^ 
with  part  of  his  force  and  move  down  the  Tennessee  railroad,  doing  as  much 
damage  as  he  could,  destroying  the  New  River  bridge  and  the  salt-works  at  , 
Saltville,  Va. 

Owing  to  the  weatlier  and  bad  condition  of  the  roads,  operations  were  de — 


layed  until  the  1st  of  May,  when,  every  thing  being  in  readiness  and  th 
roads  favorable,  orders  were  given  for  a  general  movement  of  all  the  arnne 
not  later  than  the  4th  of  May. 

My  first  object  being  to  break  the  military  power  of  the  rebellion  and  ca 
ture  the  enemy's  important  strongholds,  made  me  desirous  that  General  But- 
ler should  succeed  in  his  movement  against  Richmond,  as  that  would  tcii  ~ 
more  than  any  thing  else,  unless  it  were  the  capture  of  Lee's  army,  to  ac 
complish  this  desired  result  in  the  East.  If  he  failed,  it  was  my  detcmiiDa 
tion,  by  hard  fighting,  either  to  compel  Lee  to  retreat  or  to  so  cripple  hi 
that  he  could  not  detach  a  large  force  to  go  north  and  still  retain  enough  fo« 
the  defense  of  Richmond.  It  was  well  understood  by  both  Generals  Butler 
and  Meade,  before  starting  on  the  campaign,  that  it  was  my  intent itm  to  put 
both  their  armies  south  of  the  James  River,  in  case  of  failure  to  destroy  Lee 
without  it. 

Before  giving  General  Butler  his  instructions,  I  visited  him  at  Fort  Mon- 
roe, and  in  conversation  pointed  out  the  apparent  importance  of  getting  pos- 
session  of  Petersburg  and  destroying  railroad  communication  as  far  soutn  aa 
possible.  Believing,  however,  in  the  practicability  of  capturing  Richmond, 
unless  it  was  reinforced,  I  made  that  the  objective  point  of  his  operations. 
As  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  was  to  move  simultaneously  with  him,  Lee 
could  not  detach  from  his  army  with  safety,  and  the  enemy  did  not  have 
troaps  elsewhere  to  bring  to  the  defense  of  the  city  in  time  to  meet  a  rapid 
movement  from  the  north  of  James  River. 

I  may  here  state  that,  commanding  all  the  armies  as  I  did,  I  tried,  as  far 
as  possible,  to  leave  General  Meade  m  independent  command  of  tlie  Army 
of  the  Potomac.  My  instructions  for  that  army  were  all  through  him,  and 
were  general  in  their  nature,  leaving  all  the  details  and  the  execution  to  him. 
The  campaigns  that  followed  proved  him  to  be  the  right  man  in  the  right 
place.  Ills  commanding  always  in  the  presence  of  an  ofiScer  superior  to  hira 
in  rank,  has  drawn  from  him  much  of  that  public  attention  that  his  zeal  and 
ability  entitle  him  to,  and  which  he  would  otherwise  have  received. 

The  movement  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  commenced  early  on  the 
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morninc;  of  the  4th  of  May,  under  the  immediate  direction  and  orders  of 
Major  General  Meade,  pursuant  to  instructions.  Before  night  the  whole 
army  was  across  the  Rapidan,  (the  Fifth  and  Sixth  Corps  crossing  at  Gennania 
Ford,  and  the  Second  Corps  at  United  States  Ford,  the  cavalry,  under  Major 
General  Sheridan,  moving  m  advance,)  with  the  greater  part  of  its  trains,  num- 
bering about  four  thousand  wagons,  meeting  with  but  slight  opposition.  The 
average  distance  traveled  by  the  troops  that  day  was  about  twehe  miles.  This 
I  regarded  as  a  great  success,  and  it  removed  from  my  mind  the  most  serious 
apprehensions  I  had  entertained,  that  of  crossing  the  river  in  the  face  of  an 
active,  large,  well-appointed,  and  ably-commanded  army,  and  how  so  large  a 
train  was  to  be  carried  through  a  hostile  country  and  protected.  Early  on 
the  6th,  the  advance  corps  (the  Fifth,  Major  General  G.  K.  Warren  command- 
ing) met  and  engaged  the  enemy  outside  his  intrenchments  near  Mine  Run. 
The  battle  raged  furiously  all  day,  the  whole  army  being  brought  into  the 
fight  as  fast  as  the  corps  could  be  got  upon  the  field,  which,  considering  the 
density  of  the  forest  and  narrownesss  of  the  roads,  was  done  with  commenda- 
ble promptness. 

General  Bumside,  with  the  Ninth  Corps,  was,  at  the  time  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  moved,  left  with  the  bulk  of  his  corps  at  the  crossing  of  tlie  Rap- 
pahannock Ri^r  and  Alexandria  railroad,  holding  the  road  back  to  Bull  Run, 
with  instructions  not  to  move  until  he  received  notice  that  a  crossing  of  the 
Rapidan  was  secured,  but  to  move  promptly  as  soon  as  such  notice  was  re- 
ceived. This  crossing  he  was  apprised  of  on  the  afternoon  of  the  4th.  By 
six  o'clock  of  the  morning  of  the  6th  he  was  leading  his  corps  into  action 
near  the  Wilderness  Tavern,  some  of  his  troops  havmg  marched  a  disUinco 
of  over  thirty  miles,  crossing  both  the  Rappanannock  and  Rapidan  Rivers. 
Considering  that  a  large  proportion,  probably  two-thirds  of  his  command, 
was  composed  of  new  troops,  unaccustomed  to  marches  and  carrying  the  ac- 
coutrements of  a  soldier,  this  was  a  remarkable  march. 

The  battle  of  the  Wilderness  was  renewed  bv  us  at  five  o'clock  on  the 
morning  of  the  6th,  and  continued  with  unabated  fury  until  darkncj^s  set  in, 
each  army  holding  substantially  the  same  position  that  it  had  on  the 
evening  of  the  5th.  After  dark  the  enemy  made  a  feeble  attempt  to  turn 
our  right  flank,  capturing  several  hundred  prisoners  and  creating  considera- 
ble confusion.  But  the  promptness  of  General  Sedgwick,  who  was  person- 
ally present  and  commanded  that  part  of  our  line,  soon  re-formed  it  and  re- 
stored order.  On  the  morning  of  the  7th  reconnoissances  showed  that  the 
enemy  had  fallen  behind  his  intrenched  lines,  with  pickets  to  the  front,  cov- 
ering a  part  of  the  battle-field.  From  this  it  was  evident  to  my  mind  that 
the  two  days'  fighting  had  satisfied  him  of  his  inability  to  further  maintain 
the  contest  in  the  open  field,  notwithstanding  his  advantage  of  position,  and 
that  he  would  wait  an  attack  behind  his  works.  I  therefore  determined  to 
push  on  and  put  my  whole  force  between  him  and  Richmond ;  and  orders 
were  at  once  issued  for  a  movement  by  his  right  flank.  On  the  night  of  the 
7th»the  march  was  commenced  toward  Spottsylvania  Court-IIouse,  the  Fifth 
Corps  moving  on  the  most  direct  road.  But  the  enemy  having  become  ap- 
prised of  our  movement,  and  having  the  shorter  line,  was  enabled  to  reach 
there  first.  On  the  8th  General  Warren  met  a  force  of  the  enemy  which 
had  been  sent  out  to  oppose  and  delay  his  advance,  to  gain  time  to  fortify 
the  line  taken  up  at  Spottsylvania.  This  force  was  steadily  driven  back  on 
the  main  force,  within  the  recently  constructed  works,  after  considerable 
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fighting,  resulting  in  severe  loss  to  both  sides.  On  the  morning  of  the  9th 
General  Sheridan  started  on  a  raid  against  the  enemy's  lines  of  communica- 
tion with  Richmond.  The  9th,  10th,  and  11th  were  spent  in  manoeuvring 
and  fighting,  without  decisive  results.  Among  the  killed  on  the  9th  was 
that  able  and  distinguished  soldier.  Major  General  John  Sedgwick,  com- 
manding the  Sixth  Army  Corps.  Major  General  H.  G.  Wright  succeeded  him 
in  command.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  12th  a  general  attack  was  made 
on  the  enemy  in  position.  The  Second  Corps,  Major  General  Hancock  com- 
manding, carried  a  salient  of  his  line,  capturing  most  of  Johnston's  division 
of  Eweffs  Corps  and  twenty  pieces  of  artillery.  But  the  resistance  was  so 
obstinate  that  the  advantage  gained  did  not  prove  decisive.  The  ISlh,  14th, 
15th,  16th,  l7th,  and  18th,  were  consumed  m  manoeuvring  and  awaiting  the 
arrival  of  reinforcements  from  Washington.  Deeming  it  impracticable  to 
make  any  further  attack  upon  the  enemy  at  Spottsylvania  Court-House,  or- 
ders were  issued  on  the  18th  with  a  view  to  a  movement  to  the  North  Anna, 
to  commence  at  12  o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  19th.  Late  in  the  afternoon 
of  the  19th,  E well's  Corps  came  out  of  its  works  on  our  extreme  right  flank; 
but  the  attack  was  promptly  repulsed,  with  heavy  loss.     This  delayed  the 

movement  to  the  North  Anna  until  the  night  of  the  21st,  when  it  was  com -^• 

raenced.     But  the  enemy  again  having  the  shorter  line,  and  being  in  p 
session  of  the  main  roads,  was  enabled  to  reach  the  North  Anna  in  advanc 
of  us,  and  took  position  behind  it.     The  Fifth  Corps  reached  the  North  Ann 
on  the  aftemoon  of  the  23d,  closely  followed  by  the  Sixth  Corps.     The  Second 
and  Ninth  Corps  got  up  about  the  same  time,  the  Secopd  holding  the  railroad 
bridge  and  the  Ninth  lying  between  that  and  Jericho  Ford.     General  Warre 
efiectcd  a  crossing  the  same  afternoon,  and  got  a  position  without  much  opposi- 
tion.    Soon  after  getting  into  position  he  was  violently  attacked,  but  repulsed^ 
the  enemy  with  great  slaughter.     On  the  26th  General  Sheridan  rejoined  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  from  the  raid  on  which  he  started  from  Spottsylvania, 
having  destroyed  the  depots  at  Beaver  Dam  and  Ashland  Stations,  four  trainf 
of  cars,  large  supplies  of  rations,  and  many  miles  of  railroad  track ;  recap- 
tured about  four  hundred  of  our  men,  on  their  way  to  Richmond  as  prison- 
ers of  war ;  met  and  defeated  the  enemy's  cavalir  at  Yellow  Tavern ;  carried 
the  first  line  of  works  around  Richmond,  (but  finding  the  second  Une  tea 
strong  to  be  carried  by  assault,)  recrossed  to  the  north  bank  of  the  Chickft- 
hominy  at  Meadow's  Bridge,  under  heavy  fire,  and  moved  by  a  detour  to 
Haxairs  Landing,  on  the  James  River,  where  he  communicated  with  General 
Butler.     This  raid  had  the  effect  of  drawing  off  the  whole  of  the  enemy's 
cavalr}-  force,  and  making  it  comparatively  easy  to  guard  our  trains. 

General  Butler  moved  his  main  force  up  the  James  River,  in  porsaance  of 
instructions,  on  the  4th  of  May,  General  Gillmore  having  joined  him  with 
the  Tenth  Corps.  At  the  same  time  he  sent  a  force  of  one  thoasand  eight 
hundred  cavalry,  by  way  of  West  Point,  to  form  a  junction  with  him 
wherever  he  might  get  a  foothold,  and  a  force  of  three  thoasand  cavalry,  un- 
der General  Kautz,  from  Suffolk,  to  operate  against  the  roads  south  of  Pe- 
tersburg and  Richmond.  On  the  5th  he  occupied,  without  opposition,  both 
City  Point  and  Bermuda  Hundred,  his  movement  being  a  complete  sarpriaeu 
On  the  6th  he  was  in  position  with  his  main  army,  and  commenced  in- 
trenching. On  the  7th  ne  made  a  reconnoissance  against  the  Petersbarg 
and  Richmond  railroad,  destroying  a  portion  of  it  after  some  fighting.  On 
^e  9th  he  telegraphed  as  follows : — 
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"  Our  operations  may  bo  summed  up  in  a  few  words.  With  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred cavalry  we  have  advanced  up  the  Peninsula,  forced  the  Chickahommy,  and  have 
safely  brought  thcni  to  our  present  position.  These  were  colored  cavalry,  and  are  now 
holding  our  advance  pickets  toward  Richmond. 

General  Kautz  with  three  thousand  cavalry  from  Suffolk,  on  the  same  day  with  our 
movement  up  James  River,  forced  the  Bhickwater,  burned  the  railroad  bridge  at  Stony 
Oeek,  below  Petersburg,  cutting  in  two  Beauregard's  force  at  that  point 

We  have  landed  here,  intrenched  ourselves,  destroyed  many  miles  of  railroad,  and  got 
a  position  which,  with  proper  supplies,  we  can  hold  out  against  the  whole  of  Lee's  army. 
I  have  ordered  up  the  supplies. 

Beauregard,  with  a  large  portion  of  his  force,  was  left  south  by  the  cutting  of  the  rail' 
roads  by  Kautz.  That  portion  which  reached  Petersburg  under  Hill  I  have  whipped  to- 
day, killing  and  wounding  many  and  taking  many  prisoners,  after  a  severe  and  well* 
contested  tight. 

General  Grunt  will  not  be  troubled  with  any  further  reinforcements  to  Lee  from  Bean* 

regard's  force.  

BENJAMIN  P.  BUTLER,  Major  CfeneraV* 

Hon.  E.  M.  Staxtox,  Secretary  of  War. 

On  the  evening  of  the  13th  and  morning  of  the  14th  he  carried  a  portion 
of  the  enemy's  first  line  of  defenses  at  Drury's  Bluff,  or  Fort  Darling,  with 
small  loss.  The  time  thus  consumed  from  the  6th  lost  to  ns  the  benefit  of 
'the  surprise  and  capture  of  Richmond  and  Petersburg,  enabling,  as  it  did, 
Beauregard  to  collect  his  loose  forces  in  North  and  South  Carolina  and  bring 
them  to  the  defense  of  those  places.  On  the  16th  the  enemy  attacked  Gren- 
eral  Butler  in  his  position  in  front  of  Drury's  Bluff.  He  was  forced  back,  or 
drew  back,  into  his  intrenchments  between  the  forks  of  the  James  and  Ap 
pomattox  Rivers,  the  enemy  intrenching  strongly  in  his  front,  thus  covering 
nis  railroads,  the  city,  and  all  that  was  valuable  to  him.  Uis  army,  there- 
fore, though  in  a  position  of  great  security,  was  as  completely  shut  off  from 
further  operations  directly  against  Richmond  as  if  it  had  been  in  a  bottle 
strongly  corked.  It  required-  but  a  comparatively  small  force  of  the  enemy 
to  hold  it  there. 

On  the  12th  General  Kautz  with  his  cavalry  was  started  on  a  raid  against 
the  Danville  railroad,  which  he  struck  at  Coalfield,  Powhatan,  and  Chola 
Stations,  destroying  them,  the  railroad  track,  two  freight  trains,  and  one  loco- 
motive, together  with  large  quantities  of  commissary  and  other  stores ;  thence 
crossing  to  the  South-side  road,  struck  it  at  Wilson's,  Wellsville,  and  Black 
and  White  Stations,  destroying  the  road  and  station-houses;  thence  he  pro- 
ceeded to  City  Point,  which  he  reached  on  the  18th. 

On  the  19th  of  April,  and  prior  to  the  movement  of  General  Butler,  the 
enemy,  with  a  land  force  under  General  Hoke  and  an  iron-clad  ram,  attacked 
Plymouth,  N.  C,  commanded  by  General  H.  W.  Wessels,  and  our  gunboats 
there,  and  after  severe  fighting  the  place  was  carried  by  assault  and  the  en- 
tire garrison  and  armament  captured.  The  gunboat  Southfield  was  sunk 
and  the  Miami  disabled. 

The  array  sent  to  operate  against  Richmond  having  hermetically  sealed 
itself  up  at  Bermuda  Hundred,  the  enemy  was  enabled  to  bring  the  most  if 
not  all  the  reinforcements  brought  from  the  south  by  Beauregard  against  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac.  In  addition  to  this  reinforcement,  a  very  considera- 
ble one,  probably  not  less  than  fifteen  thousand  men,  was  obtained  by  calling 
in  the  scattered  troops  under  Breckinridge  from  the  western  part  of  Virginia. 

The  position  at  Bermuda  Hundred  was  as  easy  to  defend  as  it  was  difficolt 
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to  operate  from  against  the  enemy.  I  determined,  therefore,  to  bring  from  it 
all  available  forces,  leaving  enough  only  to  secure  what  had  been  gained, 
and  accordingly,  on  the  2 2d,  I  directed  that  they  be  sent  forward,  under 
command  of  Major  General  W.  F.  Smith,  to  join  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

On  the  24th  of  May  the  Ninth  Army  Corps,  commanded  by  Major  General 
A.  E.  Burnside,  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  from  this 
time  forward  constituted  a  portion  of  Major  General  Meade's  command. 

Finding  the  enemy^s  position  on  the  North  Anna  stronger  than  either  of 
his  previous  ones,  I  withdrew  on  the  night  of  the  26th  to  the  north  bank  of 
the  North  Anna,  and  moved,  via  Ilanovertown,  to  turn  the  enemy's  position 
by  his  right. 

Generals  Torbert's  and  Merritt's  divisions  of  cavalry,  tinder  Sheridan,  and  the 
Sixth  Corps  led  the  advance ;  crossed  the  Pamunkey  River  at  Hanovertown 
after  considerable  fighting,  and  on  the  28th  the  two  divisions  of  cavalry  had 
a  severe  but  successful  engagement  with  the  enemy  at  Ilaw's  shop.  On  the 
29th  and  30th  we  advanced,  with  heavy  skirmishing,  to  the  Hanover  Court- 
House  and  Cold  Uarbor  road,  and  developed  the  enemy's  position  north  of 
the  Chickahorainy.  Late  on  the  evening  of  the  last  day  the  enemy  came 
out  and  attacked  our  left,  but  was  repulsed  with  very  considerable  loss.  An 
attack  was  immediately  ordered  by  General  Meade  along  his  whole  line, 
which  resulted  in  driving  the  enemy  from  a  part  of  his  intrenched  skirmish 
line. 

On  the  31st  General  Wilson's  division  of  cavalry  destroyed  the  railroad 
bridges  over  the  South  Anna  River,  after  defeating  the  enemy's  cavalry. 
General  Sheridan,  on  the  same  day,  reached  Cold  Harbor,  and  held  it  until 
relieved  by  the  Sixth  Corps  and  General  Smith's  command,  which  had  just 
arrived,  via  White  House,  from  General  Butler's  army. 

On  the  1st  day  of  June  an  attack  was  made  at  5  P.  M.  by  the  Sixth  Corps 
and  the  troops  under  General  Smith,  the  other  corps  being  held  in  readiness 
to  advance  on  the  receipt  of  oitlcrs.     Tliis  resiflted  in  our  carrying  and  hold- 
ing the  enemy's  first  line  of  works  in  front  of  the  right  of  the  Sixth  Corps  and 
in  front  of  General  Smith.     During  the  attack  the  enemy  made  repeated  as- 
saults on  each  of  the  corps  not  engaged  in  the  main  attack,  but  were  re- 
pulsed with  heavy  loss  in  every  instance.     That  night  he  made  several  as- 
saults to  regain  what  he  had  lost  in  the  day,  but  failed.     The  2d  was  spent 
in  getting  troops  into  position  for  an  attack  on  the  3d.     On  the  3d  of  June 
we  again  assaulted  the  enemy'  works,  in  the  hope  of  driving  him  from  his 
position.     In  this  attempt  our  loss  was  heavy,  while  that  of  the  enemy,  I 
have  reason  to  believe,  was  comparatively  light.     It  was  the  only  general 
attack  made  from  the  Rapidan  to  the  James  which  did  not  infiict  upon  the 
enemy  losses  to  compensate  for  our  own  losses.     I  would  not  be  understood 
as  saying  that  all  previous  attacks  resulted  in  victories  to  our  arms,  or  ac- 
complished as  mucii  as  I  had  hoped  from  them ;  but  they  inflicted  upon  tb« 
enemy  severe  losses,  which  tended,  in  the  end,  to  the  complete  overthrow  of 
the  rebellion. 

From  the  proximity  of  the  enemy  to  his  defenses  around  Richmond,  it  was 
impossible  by  any  flank  movement  to  interpose  between  him  and  the  city. 
I  was  still  in  a  condition  to  either  move  by  his  left  flank  and  invest  Rich- 
mond from  the  north  side,  or  continue  my  move  by  his  right  flank  to  the 
south  side  of  the  James.  While  the  former  might  have  been  better  as  a 
covering  for  Washingtan,  yet  a  full  survey  of  all  the  ground  satisfied  me 
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« 

that  it  would  be  impracticable  to  bold  a  line  north  and  east  of  Richmond 
that  would  protect  the  Fredericksburg  railroad — a  long,  vulnerable  line, 
which  would  exhaust  much  of  our  strength  to  guard,  and  that  would  have  to 
be  protected  to  supply  the  army,  and  would  leave  open  to  the  enemy  all  his 
lines  of  communication  on  the  south  side  of  the  James.  My  idea,  from  the 
start,  had  been  to  beat  Lee's  army  north  of  Richmond  if  possible.  Then, 
after  destroying  his  lines  of  communication  north  of  the  James  River,  to 
transfer  the  army  to  the  south  side  and  besiege  Lee  in  Richmond,  or  follow 
him  south  if  he  should  retreat.  After  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness  it  was 
evident  that  the  enemy  deemed  it  of  the  first  importance  to  run  no  risks 
with  the  army  he  then  had.  He  acted  purely  on  the  defensive  behind 
breastworks,  or  feebly  on  the  offensive  immediately  in  front  of  them,  and 
where,  in  case  of  repulse,  he  could  easily  retire  behind  them.  Without  a 
greater  sacrifice  of  life  than  I  was  willing  to  make,  all  could  not  be  accom- 
plished that  I  had  designed  north  of  Richmond.  I  therefore  determined  to 
continue  to  hold  substantially  the  ground  we  then  occupied,  taking  advan- 
tage of  any  favorable  circumstances  that  might  present  themselves,  until  the 
cavalry  could  be  sent  to  Charlottesville  and  Gordonsville,  to  effectually  brealc 
up  the  railroad  coimection  between  Richmond  and  the  Shenandoah  Valley 
and  Lynchburg ;  and,  when  the  cavalry  got  well  off,  to  move  the  army  to 
the  south  side  of  the  James  River,  by  the  enemy's  right  flank,  where  I  felt  I 
could  cut  off  all  his  sources  of  supply  except  by  the  canal. 

On  the  7th  two  divisions  of  cavalry,  under  General  Sheridan,  got  off  on 
the  expedition  against  the  Virginia  Central  railroad,  with  instructions  to 
Hunter,  whom  I  hoped  he  would  meet  near  Charlottesville,  to  join  his  forces 
to  Sheridan's,  and  after  the  work  laid  out  for  them  was  thoroughly  done,  to 
join  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  by  the  route  laid  down  in  Sheridan's  in- 
structions. 

On  the  10th  of  June  General  Butler  sent  a  force  of  infantry  under  General 
Gillmore,  and  cavalry  under  General  Kautz,  to  capture  Petersburg  if  possi- 
ble, and  destroy  the  railroad  and  common  bridges  across  the  Appomattox. 
The  cavalry  carried  the  works  on  the  south  side,  and  penetrated  well  in  to- 
ward the  town,  but  were  forced  to  retire.  General  Gillmore  finding  the 
works  which  he  approached  very  strong,  and  deeming  an  assault  impractica* 
ble,  returned  to  Bermuda  Hundred  without  attempting  one. 

Attaching  great  importance  to  the  possession  of  Petersburg,  I  sent  back 
to  Bermuda  Hundred  and  City  Point  General  Smith's  command  by  water, 
via  the  White  House,  to  reach  there,  in  advance  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
This  was  for  the  express  purpose  of  securing  Petersburg  before  the  enemy, 
becoming  aware  of  our  intention,  could  reinforce  the  place. 

The  movement  from  Cold  Harbor  commenced  after  dark  on  the  evening 
of  the  12th;  one  division  of  cavalry,  under  General  Wilson,  and  the  Fifth 
Corps  crossed  the  Chickahominy  at  Long  Bridge,  and  moved  out  to  White 
Oak  Swamp,  to  cover  the  crossings  of  the  other  corps.  The  advance  corps 
reached  James  river,  at  Wilcox's  Landing  and  Charles  City  Court-House,  on 
the  night  of  the  1 3th. 

During  three  long  years  the  armies  of  the  Potomac  and  Northern  Virginia 
had  been  confronting  each  other.  In  that  time  they  had  fought  more  des- 
perate battles  than  it  probably  ever  before  fell  to  the  lot  of  two  armies  to 
fight,  without  materially  changing  the  vantage-ground  of  either.  The  South- 
ern press  and  people,  with  more  shrewdness  than  was  displayed  in  the  North, 
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finding  tliat  they  had  failed  to  capture  Washington  and  march  on  to  Nen 
York,  as  they  had  boasted  they  would  do,  assumed  that  they  only  defended 
their  Capital  and  Southern  territory.  Hence,  Antietam,  Gettysburg,  and  all 
the  other  battles  that  had  been  fought,  were  by  them  set  down  as  failures  on 
our  part,  and  victories  for  them.  Their  army  believed  this.  It  produced  a 
morale  which  could  only  be  overcome  by  desperate  and  continuous  hard 
fighting.  The  battles  of  the  Wilderness,  Spottsylvania,  North  Anna,  and 
Cold  liarbor,  bloody  and  terrible  as  they  were  on  our  side,  were  even  more 
damaging  to  the  enemy,  and  so  crippled  him  as  to  make  him  wary  ever  after 
of  taking  the  offensive.  His  losses  in  men  were  probably  not  so  great,  owing 
to  the  fact  that  we  were,  save  in  the  Wilderness,  almost  invariably  the  attack- 
ing party ;  and  when  he  did  attack  it  was  in  the  open  field.  The  details  of 
these  battles,  which  for  endurance  and  bravery  on  the  part  of  the  soldiery 
have  rarely  been  surpassed,  are  given  in  the  report  of  Major  General  Meade, 
and  the  subordinate  reports  accompanying  it. 

During  the  campaign  of  forty-three  days,  from  the  Rapidan  to  James 
River,  the  army  had  to  be  supplied  from  an  ever-shifting  base,  by  wagons, 
over  narrow  roads,  through  a  densely-wooded  country,  with  a  lack  of 
wharves  at  each  new  base  from  which  to  conveniently  discharge  vessels.  T 
much  credit  can  not,  therefore,  be  awarded  to  the  quartermaster  and  com^ 


missary  departments  for  the  zeal  and  efficiency  displayed  by  them.  Undei 
the  general  supervision  of  the  chief  quartermaster,  Brigadier  General  R.  In — 
galls,  the  trains  were  made  to  occupy  all  the  available  roads  between  th^ 
army  and  our  water  base,  and  but  little  diflSculty  was  experienced  in  pro — 
tecting  them. 

The  movement  of  the  Kanawha  and  Shenandoah  Valleys,  under  General 
Sigel,  commenced  on  the  first  of  May.  General  Crook,  who  had  the  immediate 
command  of  the  Kanawha  expedition,  divided  his  forces  into  tw^o  columns, 
giving  one,  composed  of  cavalry,  to  General  Averill.  They  crossed  the 
mountains  by  separate  routes.  Averill  struck  the  Tennessee  and  Viiginia 
railroad,  near  Wytheville,  on  the  10th,  and  proceeding  to  New  River  and 
Christiansburg,  destroyed  the  road,  several  important  bridges  and  depots,  in- 
cluding New  Kiver  bridge,  forming  a  junction  with  Crook  at  Union  on  the 
15th.  General  Sigel  moved  up  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  met  the  enemy  at 
New  Market  on  the  15th,  and,  after  a  severe  engagement,  was  defeated  with 
heavy  loss,  and  retired  behind  Cedar  Creek.  Not  regarding  the  operations 
of  General  Sigel  as  satisfactory,  I  asked  his  removal  from  command,  and 
Major  General  Hunter  was  appointed  to  supersede  him.  His  instructions 
were  embraced  in  the  following  dispatches  to  Major  General  H.  W.  Hallecky 
Chief  of  Staff  of  the  army : — 

Near  Spottstlvaxia  Codrt-Hocse,  Va.,  i/oy  20,  1864. 

"  The  enemy  are  evidently  relying  for  supplies  greatly  on  such  as  are  brought  over  the 
brancii  road  running  through  Staunton.  On  the  whole,  therefore,  I  think  it  would  be 
better  for  General  Hunter  to  move  in  that  direction ;  reach  Staunton  and  Gordonsville  or 
Charlottesville,  if  he  doet  not  meet  too  much  opposition.  If  he  can  hold  at  bay  a  foro8 
equal  to  his  own,  he  will  be  doing  good  aervice.    ♦    ♦    ♦ 

U.  S.  GRANT,  LietUenant  Cf^meraV 
Major  General  H.  "W.  Hallec?k. 

Jbricho  Ford,  Yjl,  Jfay  25,  1864. 

**  If  Hunter  can  possibly  get  to  Charlottesville  and  Lynchburg,  he  should  do  80^  lifii^ 
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on  tho  country.  The  railroads  and  canal  should  be  destroyed  beyond  possibility  of  re- 
;pair8  for  weeks.  Completing  thii^,  he  could  find  his  way  back  to  his  original  base,  or 
from  about  Gordonsyille  join  this  army. 

U.  S.  GRANT,  Lieuienant  General'' 
Major  General  H.  "W.  Hallbck. 

Gencral  Hunter  immediately  took  up  the  offensive,  and  moving  up  the  Shen- 
andoah Valley,  met  the  enemy  on  the  6th  of  June  at  Piedmont,  and  after  a  bat- 
tle of  ten  hours  routed  and  defeated  him,  capturing  on  the  field  of  battle  one 
thousand  five  hundred  men,  three  pieces  of  artillery,  and  three  hundred  stand 
of  small-arms.  On  the  8th  of  the  same  month  he  formed  a  junction  with  Crook 
and  Averill  at  Staunton,  from  which  place  he  moved  direct  on  Lynchburg,  via 
Lexington,  which  place  he  reached  and  invested  on  the  1 6th  day  of  June.  Up 
to  this  time  he  was  very  successful,  and  but  for  the  difficulty  of  taking  with 
him  sufficient  ordnance  stores  over  so  long  a  march,  through  a  hostile  coun- 
try, he  would  no  doubt  have  captured  that  (to  the  enemy)  important  point. 
The  destruction  of  the  enemy's  supplies  and  manufactories  was  very  great. 
To  meet  this  movement  under  General  Hunter,  General  Lee  sent  a  force, 
perhaps  equal  to  a  corps,  a  part  of  which  reached  Lynchburg  a  short  time 
Defore  Hunter.  After  some  skirmishing  on  the  17th  and  18th,  General 
Hunter,  owing  to  a  want  of  ammunition  to  give  battle,  retired  from  before 
the  place.  Unfortunately,  this  want  of  ammunition  left  him  no  choice  of 
route  for  his  return  but  by  way  of  Kanawha.  This  lost  to  us  the  use  of 
his  troops  for  several  weeks  from  the  defense  of  the  North. 

Had  General  Hunter  moved  by  way  of  Charlottesville,  instead  of  Lexing- 
ton, as  his  instructions  contemplated,  he  would  have  been  in  a  position  to 
have  covered  the  Shenandoah  Valley  against  the  enemy,  should  the  force  he 
met  have  seemed  to  endanger  it.  u  it  did  not,  he  would  have  been  within 
easy  distance  of  the  James  River  canal,  on  the  main  lino  of  communication 
between  Lynchburg  and  the  force  sent  for  its  defense.  I  have  never  taken 
exception  to  the  operations  of  General  Hunter,  and  I  am  not  now  disposed 
to  find  fault  with  him,  for  I  have  no  doubt  he  acted  within  what  he  con- 
ceived to  bo  the  spirit  of  his  instructions  and  the  interests  of  the  service. 
The  promptitude  of  his  movements  and  his  gallantry  should  entitle  him  to 
the  commendation  of  his  country. 

To  return  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac : — The  Second  Corps  commenced 
crossing  the  James  River  on  the  morning  of  the  14th  by  ferry-boats  at  Wil- 
cox's Landing.  The  laying  of  the  pontoon  bridge  was  completed  about  mid- 
night of  the  14th,  and  the  crossing  of  the  remainder  of  the  army  was  rapidly 
pushed  forward  by  both  bridge  and  ferry. 

After  the  crossing  had  commenced,  I  proceeded  by  a  steamer  to  Bermuda 
Hundred  to  give  the  necessary  orders  for  tho  immediate  capture  of  Pe- 
tersburg. 

The  instnictions  to  General  Butler  were  verbal,  and  were  for  him  to  send 
General  Smith  immediately,  that  night,  with  all  the  troops  he  could  give 
him  without  sacrificing  the  position  ho  then  held.  I  told  him  that  I  would 
return  at  once  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  hasten  its  crossing,  and  throw  it 
forward  to  Petersburg  by  divisions  as  rapidly  as  it  could  be  done ;  that  we 
could  reinforce  our  armies  more  rapidly  there  than  the  enemy  could  bring 
troops  against  us.  General  Smith  got  off  as  directed,  and  confronted  the 
eDemy*8  pickets  near  Petersburg  before  daylight  next  morning,  but  for  some 
reason,  that  I  have  never  been  able  to  satisfactorily  understand,  did  not  get 
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ready  to  assault  his  main  line«  until  near  sundown.  Then,  with  a  part  o 
his  Gommaiid  only,  he  made  the  assault,  and  carried  the  lines  northeast  o 
Petersburg  from  the  Appomattox  River,  for  a  distance  of  over  two  and  a  hal 
miles,  capturing  fifteen  pieces  of  artillery  and  three  hundred  prisoners.  Thi 
was  about  7  P.  M.  Between  the  line  thus  captured  and  Petersburg  the 
were  no  other  works,  and  there  was  no  evidence  that  the  enemy  had  r 
inforced  Petersburg  with  a  single  brigade  from  any  source.     The  night 


clear — the  moon  shming  brightly — and  favorable  to  further  operations.  Gen —  ^n* 
eral  Hancock,  with  two  divisions  of  the  Second  Corps,  reached  General  SmithE::XJ) 
just  after  dark,  and  offered  the  service  of  these  troops  as  he  (Smith)  mights  .at 
wish,  waiving  rank  to  the  named  commander,  who  he  naturally  supposec 
knew  best  the  position  of  affairs,  and  what  to  do  with  the  troops.  But  in- 
stead of  taking  these  troops,  and  pushing  at  once  into  Petersburg,  he  re- 
quested General  Hancock  to  relieve  a  part  of  his  line  in  the  captured  worl 
which  was  done  before  midnight. 

By  the  time  I  arrived  the  next  morning  the  enemy  was  in  force.     An  attacl 
was  ordered  to  be  made  at  6  o'clock  that  evening  by  the  troops  under  Smitk: 
and  the  Second  and  Ninth  Corps.     It  required  until  that  time  for  the  Nintb 
Corps  to  get  up  and  into  position.     The   attack  was  made  as  ordered,  and 
the  fighting  continued  with  but  little  intermission  until  six  oVlock  the  next 
morning,  and  resulted  in  our  carrying  the  advance  and  some  of  the  main 
works  of  the  enemy  to  the  right  (our  left)  of  those  previously  captured  by 
General  Smith,  several  pieces  of  artillery,  and  over  four  hundred  prisoners. 

The  Fifth  Corps  having  got  up,  the  attacks  were  renewed  and  persisted  in 
with  great  vigor  on  the  17th  and  18th,  but  only  resulted  in  forcing  the  en- 
emy to  an  interior  line  from  which  he  could  not  be  dislodged.  The  advan- 
tages in  position  gained  by  us  were  very  great.  The  army  then  proceeded 
to  envelop  Petersburg  toward  the  South-side  railroad,  as  far  as  poasible, 
without  attacking  fortifications. 

On  the  6th  the  enemy,  to  reinforce  Petersburg,  withdrew  from  a  part  of 
his  intrcnchment  in  front  of  Bermuda  Hundred,  expecting  no  doubt  to  get 
troops  from  north  of  the  James  to  take  the  place  of  those  withdrawn,  before 
we  could  discover  it.  General  Butler,  taking  advantage  of  this,  at  once 
moved  a  force  on  the  railroad  between  Petersburg  and  Richmond.  As  soon 
as  I  was  apprised  of  the  advantage  thus  gained,  to  retain  it  I  ordered  two  di- 
visions of  the  Sixth  Corps,  General  Wright  commanding,  that  were  embarking 
at  Wilcox's  Landing  under  orders  for  City  Point,  to  report  to  General  Butler 
at  Bermuda  Hundred,  of  which  General  Butler  was  notified,  and  the  import- 
ance of  holding  a  position  in  advance  of  his  present  line  urged  upon  him. 

About  2  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  General  Butler  was  forced  back  to  the 
line  the  enemy  had  withdrawn  from  in  the  morning.  General  Wright^  with 
his  two  divisions,  joined  General  Butler  on  the  forenoon  of  the  l7th,  the  lat- 
ter still  holding  with  a  strong  picket  line  the  enemy's  works.  But  instead 
of  putting  these  divisions  into  the  enemy's  works  to  hold  them,  be  permitted 
them  to  halt  and  rest  some  distance  in  the  rear  of  his  own  line.  Between 
4  and  5  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the  enemy  attacked  and  drove  in  his  pick* 
ets  and  reoccupied  his  old  line. 

On  the  night  of  the  20th  and  morning  of  the  21  st  a  lodgment  was  effected 
by  General  Butler,  with  one  brigade  of  infantry,  on  the  north  bank  of  tke 
James,  at  Deep  Bottom,  and  connected  the  pontoon  bridge  with  Bermnda 
Hundred. 
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On  the  19th  General  Sheridan,  on  his  return  from  his  expedition  against 
the  Virginia  Central  railroad,  arrived  at  the  White  House  just  as  the  ene- 
my's cavalry  was  about  to  attack  it,  and  compelled  it  to  retire.  The  result 
of  this  expedition  was,  that  General  Sheridan  met  the  enemy's  cavalry  near 
Trevillian  Station,  on  the  morning  of  the  11th  of  June,  whom  he  attacked, 
and  after  an  obstinate  contest  drove  from  the  field  in  complete  rout.  He 
left  his  dead  and  nearly  all  his  wounded  in  our  hands,  and  about  four  hun- 
dred prisoners  and  several  hundred  horses.  On  the  12th  He  destroyed  the 
railroad  from  Tre\aUian  Station  to  Louisa  Court-House.  This  occupied  un- 
til 3  o'clock  p.  M.,  when  he  advanced  in  the  direction  of  Gordonsville.  He 
found  the  enemy  reinforced  by  infantry,  behind  well-constructed  rifle-pits, 
about  five  miles  from  the  latter  place,  and  too  strong  to  successfully  assault. 
On  the  extreme  right,  however,  his  reserve  brigade  carried  the  enemy's  works 
twice,  and  was  twice  driven  therefrom  by  infantry.  Night  closed  the  con- 
test. Not  having  sufliicicnt  ammunition  to  continue  the  engagement,  and 
his  animals  being  without  forage,  (the  country  furnishing  but  inferior  graz- 
ing,) and  hearing  nothing  from  General  Hunter,  he  withdrew  his  command 
to  the  north  side  of  the  North  Anna,  and  commenced  his  return  march 
reaching  White  House  at  the  time  before  stated.     After  breaking  up  the  de- 

Eot  at  that  place  he  moved  to  the  James  River,  which  he  reached  safely  after 
eavy  fighting.     He  commenced  crossing  on  the  25th,  near  Fort  Powhatan, 
without  further  molestation,  and  rejoined  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

On  the  22d  General  Wilson,  with  his  own  division  of  cavalry  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  and  General  Kautz's  division  of  cavalry  of  the  Army  of  the 
James,  moved  against  the  enemy's  railroads  south  of  Richmond.  Striking 
the  Weldon  railroad  at  Ream's  Station,  destroying  the  depot  and  several 
miles  of  the  road  and  the  South-side  road  about  fifteen  miles  from  Peters- 
burg, to  near  Nottoway  Station,  where  he  met  and  defeated  a  force  of  the 
enemy's  cavalry,  he  reached  Burksville  Station  on  the  afternoon  of  the  23d, 
and  from  there  destroyed  the  Danville  railroad  to  Roanoke  bridge,  a  distance 
of  twenty-five  miles,  where  he  found  the  enemy  in  force,  and  in  a  position 
from  which  he  could  not  dislodge  him.  He  then  commenced  his  return 
march,  and  on  the  28th  met  the  enemy's  cavalry  in  force  at  the  Weldon  rail- 
road crossing  of  Stony  Creek,  where  he  had  a  severe  but  not  decisive  en- 
gagement. Thence  he  made  a  detour  from  his  left,  with  a  view  of  reaching 
Ream's  Station,  (supposing  it  to  be  in  our  possession.)  At  this  place  he  was 
met  by  the  enemy's  cavalry,  supported  by  infantry,  and  forced  to  retire,  with 
the  loss  of  his  artillery  and  trains.  In  this  last  encounter  General  Kautz, 
with  a  part  of  his  command,  became  separated,  and  made  his  way  into  our 
lines.  General  Wilson,  with  the  remainder  of  his  force,  succeeded  in  cross- 
ing the  Nottoway  River  and  coming  in  safely  on  our  left  and  rear.  The 
damage  to  the  enemy  in  this  expedition  more  than  compensated  for  the 
losses  we  sustained.  It  severed  all  connection  bv  railroad  with  Richmond 
for  several  weeks. 

With  a  view  of  cutting  the  enemy's  railroad  from  near  Richmond  to  the 
Anna  Rivers  and  making  him  wary  of  the  situation  of  his  army  in  the  Shen- 
andoah, and,  in  the  event  of  failure  in  this,  to  take  advantage  of  his  necessary 
withdrawal  of  troops  from  Petersburg,  to  explode  a  mine  that  had  been  pre- 
pared in  front  of  the  Ninth  Corps  and  assault  the  enemy's  lines  at  that  place, 
on  the  night  of  the  28th  of  July  the  Second  Corps  and  two  divisions  of  the 
cavalry  corps  and  Kautz's  cavalry  were  crossed  to  the  north  bank  of  the 
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James  River  and  joined  the  force  General  Butler  had  there.  On  the  27tb- 
the  enemy  was  driven  from  his  intrenched  position,  witli  the  h>ss  of  four 
pieces  of  artillery.  On  the  28th  our  lines  were  extended  from  Deep  BottonL 
to  New  Market  road,  but  in  getting  this  position  were  attacked  by  the  enemy^ 
in  heavy  force.  The  fighting  lasted  for  several  hours,  resulting  in  considera- 
ble loss" to  both  sides.  The  first  object  of  this  move  having  failed,  by  reason 
of  the  very  large  force  thrown  there  by  the  enemy,  I  determined  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  diversion  made,  by  assaulting  Petersburg  before  he  could  ge 
his  force  back  there.  One  division  of  the  Second  Corps  was  withdrawn  o 
the  night  of  the  28th,  and  moved  during  the  night  to  the  rear  of  the  Eigh 
teenth  Corps,  to  relieve  that  corps  in  the  line,  that  it  might  be  foot-loose  i 
the  assault  to  be  made.  The  other  two  divisions  of  the  Second  Corps  an 
Sheridan's  cavalry  were  crossed  over  on  the  night  of  the  29th  and  moved  i 
front  of  Petci-sburg.  On  the  morning  of  the  30th,  between  four  and  fiv 
o'clock,  the  mine  was  sprung,  blowing  up  a  battery  and  most  of  a  regiment-, 
and  the  advance  of  the  assaulting  column,  formed  of  the  Ninth  Corps,  imme- 
diately took  possession  of  the  crater  made  by  the  explosion,  and  the  line  foT 
some  distance  to  the  right  and  left  of  it,  and  a  detached  line  in  front  of  i^ 
but  for  some  cause  failed  to  advance  promptly  to  the  ridge  beyond.  Had 
they  done  this,  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  Petersburg  would  have 
fallen.  Other  troops  were  immediately  pushed  forward,  but  the  time  con- 
sumed in  getting  them  up  enabled  the  enemy  to  rally  from  his  surprise 
(which  had  been  complete)  and  get  forces  to  this  point  for  its  defense.  The 
captured  line  thus  held  being  untenable,  and  of  no  advantage  to  us,  the 
troops  were  withdrawn,  but  not  without  heavy  loss.  Thus  terminated  in 
disaster  what  promised  to  be  the  most  successful  assault  of  the  campaign. 

Immediately  upon  the  enemy's  ascertaining  that  General  Ilunter  was  re- 
treating from  Lynchburg  by  way  of  the  Kanawha  River,  thus  laying  the 
Shenandoah  Valley  open  for  raids  into  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania,  he  re- 
turned northward,  and  moved  down  that  valley.  As  soon  as  this  movement 
of  the  enemy  was  ascertained.  General  Hunter,  who  had  reached  the  Kana- 
wha River,  was  directed  to  move  his  troops  without  delay,  by  river  and  rail- 
road, to  Harper's  Ferry ;  but  owing  to  the  diflBculty  of  navigation  by  reason 
of  low  water  and  breaks  in  the  railroad,  great  delay  was  experienced  in 
getting  there.  It  became  necessary,  therefore,  to  find  other  troops  to  check 
this  movement  of  the  enemy.  For  this  purpose  the  Sixth  Corps  was  taken 
from  the  armies  operating  against  Richmond,  to  which  was  added  the  Nine- 
teenth Corps,  then  fortunately  beginning  to  arrive  in  Hampton  Roads  from 
the  Gulf  Department,  under  orders  issued  immediately  after  the  ascertain- 
ment of  the  result  of  the  Red  River  expedition.  Tlie  garrisons  of  Baltimore 
and  Washington  were  at  this  time  made  up  of  heavy  artillery  regiments, 
hundred-days  men,  and  detachments  from  the  invalid  corps.  One  division, 
under  command  of  General  Ricketts,  of  the  Sixth  Corps,  was  sent  to  Balti- 
more, and  the  remaining  two  divisions  of  the  Sixth  Corps,  under  General 
Wright,  were  subsequently  sent  to  Washington.  On  the  3d  of  July  the 
enemy  approached  Martinsburg ;  General  Sigel,  who  was  in  command  of  our 
forces  there,  retreated  across  the  Potomac  at  Shepardstown ;  and  Genenl 
Weber,  commanding  at  Harper's  Ferry,  crossed  the  river  and  occupied  Mir 
ryland  Heights.  On  the  6th  the  enemy  occupied  Hagerstown,  moving  a 
strong  column  toward  Frederick  City.  General  Wallace,  with  Rickett's 
division  and  his  own  command,  the  latter  mostly  new  and  undisciplined 
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Toops,  piishod  out  from  Baltimore  with  great  promptness,  and  met  tbe 
jnemy  in  force  on  the  Monocacy,  near  the  crossing  of  the  railroad  bridge. 
3is  force  was  not  snfficicnt  to  insure  success,  but  he  fought  the  enemy  nev- 
irthcless,  and  although  it  resulted  in  a  defeat  to  our  arms,  yet  it  detained 
he  enemy  and  thereby  served  to  enable  General  Wright  to  reach  Washing- 
on  with  two  divisions  of  the  Sixth  Corps,  and  the  advance  of  the  Nineteenth 
yorps,  before  him.  From  Monacacy  the  enemy  moved  on  Washington,  his 
tavalry  atlvancc  reaching  Rockville  on  the  evening  of  the  10th.  On  the  12th 
i  reCT)nnoissance  was  thrown  out  in  front  of  Fort  Stevens,  to  ascertain  tho 
inemy's  position  and  force.  A  severe  skirmish  ensued,  in  which  we  lost 
ibout  two  hundred  and  eighty  in  killed  and  wounded.  The  enemy's  loss 
ras  probably  greater.  He  commenced  retreating  during  the  night.  Learn- 
ng  the  exact  condition  of  affairs  at  Washington,  I  requested  by  tcle£ri*aph, 
it  11:45  p.  M.  on  the  12th,  the  assignment  of  Major  General  II.  G.  Wright 
o  the  command  of  all  the  troops  that  could  be  made  available  to  operate  in 
he  field  agaiust  the  enemy,  and  directed  that  he  should  get  outside  of  the 
renches  witli  all  the  force  he  could,  and  push  Early  to  the  last  moment. 
Jencral  Wright  commenced  the  pursuit  on  the  13th;  on  the  18th  the  en- 
imy  was  overtaken  at  Snicker's  Ferry,  on  the  Shenandoah,  when  a  sharp 
kirmish  occurred ;  and  on  the  20th  General  Averill  encountered  and  de- 
eated  a  portion  of  tho  rebel  army  at  Winchester,  capturing  four  pieces  of 
irtillery  and  several  hundred  pnsoners. 

Learning  that  Early  was  retreating  south  toward  Lynchburg  or  Richmond, 
'.  directed  that  the  Sixth  and  Nineteenth  Corps  be  got  back  to  the  armies 
operating  against  Riclnnond,  so  that  they  might  be  used  in  a  movement 
igainst  Lee  before  the  return  of  the  troops  sent  by  him  into  the  valley ;  and 
hat  Hunter  should  remain  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  keeping  between  any 
brce  of  the  enemy  and  Washington,  acting  on  the  defensive  as  much  as 
)08sible.  I  felt  that  if  the  enemy  had  any  notion  of  returning,  the  fact 
vould  be  developed  before  the  Sixth  and  Nineteenth  Corps  could  leave 
tVashington.  Subsequently,  the  Nineteenth  Corps  was  excepted  from  the 
wrder  to  return  to  the  James. 

About  the  25th  it  became  evident  that  the  enemy  was  again  advancing 
ipon  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania,  and  the  Sixth  Corps,  then  at  Washington, 
vas  ordered  back  to  the  vicinity  of  Ilarper's  Ferry.  The  rebel  force  moved 
lown  the  valley,  and  sent  a  raiding  party  into  Pennsylvania,  which  on  the 
JOth  burned  Chambersburg  and  then  retreated,  pursued  by  our  cavalry,  to- 
ward Cumberland.  They  were  met  and  defeated  by  General  Kelly,  and  with 
liminished  numbers  escaped,  into  the  mountains  of  West  Virginia.  From 
ho  time  of  the  first  raid  the  telegraph  wires  were  frequently  down  between 
iVashington  and  City  Point,  making  it  necessary  to  transmit  messages  a 
)art  of  the  way  by  boat.  It  took  from  twenty-four  to  thirty-six  hours  to  get 
lispatches  through  and  return  answers  back ;  so  that  often  orders  would  bo 
riven,  and  then  infoiTnation  would  be  received  showing  a  different  state  of 
acts  from  those  on  which  they  were  based,  causing  a  confusion  and  apparent 
jontradiction  of  orders  that  must  have  considerably  embarrassed  those  who 
lad  to  execute  them,  and  rendered  operations  against  the  enemy  less  effective 
han  they  otherwise  would  have  been.  To  remedy  this  evil,  it  was  evident 
x>  my  mind  that  some  person  should  have  the  supreme  command  of  all  tho 
brces  in  the  Departments  of  West  Virginia,  Washington,  Susquehanna,  and 
Lho  Middle  Department,  and  I  so  recommended. 
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On  the  2(i  of  August  I  ordered  General  Sheridan  to  report  in  person  toe 


Major  General  Halleck,  Chief  of  Staff,  at  Washington,  with  a  view  to  his  as- 
signment to  the  command  of  all  the  forces  against  Early.  At  this  time  thc=:^  j^ 
enemy  was  concentrated  in  the  neighborhood  of  A\  inchester,  whilst  oai^  ^^^ 
forces,  under  General  Hunter,  were  concentrated  on  the  Monocacy,  at  thci^  ^^^ 
crossing  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad,  leaving  open  to  the  encmj^^  ^^j 
Western  Maryland  and  Southern  Pennsylvania.  From  where  I  was,  I  hesi  ^  ^asi- 
tated  to  give  positive  orders  for  the  movement  of  our  forces  at  Mono^acv-;^  -.y 
lost  by  so  doing  I  should  expose  Washington.  Therefore,  on  the  4th  I  le&^5:^eft 
City  Point  to  visit  Hunter's  command,  and  determine  for  myself  what  waoc^  -^^ 
best  to  be  done.  On  arrival  there,  and  after  consultation  with  General  Hunx-. 
ter,  I  issued  to  him  the  following  instructions : — 

MoxocACT  Bridge,  Md.,  August  5,  1864 — 8  P.  M.     ^  :i 

"General: — Concentrate  all  your  available  force  "without  delay  in  the  vicinity  of  H^  'Wlv 
per's  Ferry,  leaving  only  such  railroad  g:uards  and  garrisons  for  public  property  as  may  '  — 3^  be 
neees:)ary.  Use,  iu  this  concentrating,  the  ritilroads,  if  by  so  doing  time  can  be  sav^  ''^^^ed. 
From  Harper's  Ferry,  if  it  is  found  that  the  enemy  has  moved  north  of  the  Potomac  ^izmc  in 
large  force,  push  north,  following  him  ajid  attacking  him  wherever  found;  follow  him^  m-  an,  if 
driven  south  of  the  Potomac,  as  long  as  it  is  safe  to  do  so.  If  it  is  ascertained  that  the  ener  -^e-»  ,emy 
lias  but  a  small  force  north  of  the  Potomac,  then  push  south  with  the  main  force,  deta-  .m-^  cach- 
ing, under  a  competent  Commander,  a  sufficient  force  to  look  after  the  raiders,  and  dr-*-  ^rdrive 
them  to  their  homes.  In  detaching  such  a  force,  the  brigade  of  cavalry  now  en  route  (t-x~^  from 
"Washington,  vui  Rockville,  may  be  taken  into  account. 

Tliere  are  now  on  their  way  to  join  you  three  other  brigades  of  the  best  cavalry,  ni*-  .c-^cnuro- 
berinp:.  at  least,  five  thousand  men  and  horses.  These  will  be  inetructed,  in  the  abso-c:*-  -=wcnce 
of  further  orders,  to  join  you  by  the  south  side  of  the  Potomac.  One  brigade  will  prc-»  — x-  -rob*» 
biy  start  to-morrow.    In  pushing  up  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  where  it  is  expected  A  jcn 

will  have  to  go  first  or  last  it  is  desirable  that  nothing  should  be  left  to  invite  the  eu»  m.^mumy 
to  return.    Take  all  provisions,  forage,  and  stock  wanted  for  the  use  of  your  comro<v9B.  ^uaod; 
such  as  can  not  be  consumed,  destroy.     It  is  not  desirable  that  the  buildings  shouldc=»  JLJd  b« 
destroyed — they  should  rather  be  protected — but  the  people  should  be  informed  th&^^s.  mt  bo 
long  as  an  army  can  subsist  among  them  recurrences  of  these  raids  must  be  expected,  .^  il^  au^ 
we  are  determined  to  stop  them  at  all  hazjirds. 

Bear  iu  mind  the  object  is  to  drive  the  enemy  south,  and  to  do  this  you  want  to  W       keep 
him  always  in  sight.    Be  guided  in  your  course  by  the  course  he  takes. 

Make  your  own  arrangements  for  supplies  of  all  kinds,  giving  regular  vouchers  for  t^od, 

as  may  be  taken  from  loyal  citizens  in  the  country  through  which  you  march. 

U.  &  GRANT,  Lieuknani  Genera   -^" 

li^'or  General  D.  Hunter. 

The  troops  were  immediately  put  in  motion,  and  the  advance  Te&crlred 
Halltown  that  night. 

General  Hunter  having,  in  our  conversation,  expressed  a  willingness  to  te 
relieved  from  command,  I  telegraphed  to  have  General  Sheridan,  then  t^ 
"Washington,  sent  to  Harper's  Ferry  by  the  morning  train,  with  orders  to 
take  general  command  of  all  the  troops  in  the  field,  and  to  call  on  GeneraT 
Hunter  at  Monocacy,  who  would  tuni  over  to  him  my  letter  of  instructioDs. 
I  remained  at  Monocacy  until  General  Sheridan  arrived  on  the  morning  of 
the  6th,  and,  after  a  conference  with  him  in  relation  to  military  afikirs  in 
that  vicinity,  I  returned  to  City  Point  by  way  of  Washington. 


assigned 

temporary  command  of  the  same. 

Two  divisions  of  cavalry,  commanded  by  Gencrak  Torbert  and  WilsoD, 
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were  sent  to  Sheridan  from  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  The  fii-st  reached 
him  at  Harper's  Ferry  about  the  11th  of  August 

Ilis  operations  during  the  month  of  August  and  the  fore-part  of  Septem- 
ber were  both  of  an  offensive  and  defensive  character,  resulting  in  many  se- 
vere skirmishes,  principally  by  the  cavalry,  in  which  we  were  generally  suc- 
cessful, but  no  general  engagement  took  place.  The  two  armies  lay  in  such 
a  position — the  enemy  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Opequan  Creek  covering 
Winchester,  and  our  forces  in  front  of  Berrysville — that  either  could  bring 
on  a  battle  at  any  time.  Defeat  to  us  would  lay  open  to  the  enemy  the 
States  of  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania  for  long  distances  before  another  army 
could  be  interposed  to  check  him.  Under  these  circumstimces,  I  hesitated 
about  allowing  the  initiative  to  be  taken.  Finally,  the  use  of  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  railroad  and  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal,  which  were  t»oth  ob- 
structed by  the  enemy,  became  so  indispensably  necessary  to  us,  and  the  im- 
portance of  relieving  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland  from  continuously  threat- 
ened invasion  so  great,  that  I  determined  the  risk  should  be  taken.  But 
fearing  to  telegraph  the  order  for  an  attack  without  knowing  more  than  I 
did  of  General  Sheridan's  feelings  as  to  what  would  be  the  probable  result,  I 
left  City  Point  on  the  15th  of  September  to  visit  him  at  his  head-quarters, 
to  decide,  after  conference  with  him,  what  should  be  done.  I  met  him  at 
Charleston,  and  he  pointed  out  so  distinctly  how  each  army  lay,  what  he 
could  do  the  moment  he  was  authorized,  and  expressed  such  confidence  of 
success,  that  I  saw  there  were  but  two  words  of  instnictions  necessary — Go 
in  !  For  the  convenience  of  forage,  the  teams  for  supplying  the  army  were 
kept  at  Harper's  Ferry.  I  asked  him  if  he  could  get  out  his  teams  and  sup- 
plies in  time  to  make  an  attack  on  the  ensuing  Tuesday  morning.  His  re- 
ply was,  that  he  could  before  daylight  on  Monday.  He  was  otF  promptly  to 
time,  and  I  may  here  add  that  the  result  was  such  that  I  have  never  since 
deemed  it  necessary  to  visit  General  Sheridan  before  giving  him  orders. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  19th  General  Sheridan  attacked  General 
Early  at  the  crossing  on  the  Opequan  Creek,  and  after  a  most  sanguinary 
and  bloody  battle,  lasting  until  5  o'clock  in  the  evening,  defeated  him  with 
heavy  loss,  can-ying  his  entire  position  from  Opequan  Creek  to  Winchester, 
capturing  several  thousand  prisoners  and  five  pieces  of  artillery.  The  enemy 
rallied  and  made  a  stand  in  a  strong  position  at  Fisher's  Hill,  where  he  was 
attacked  and  again  defeated  with  heavy  loss  on  the  20th.  Sheridan  pursued 
him  with  great  energy  through  Harrisonburg,  Staunton,  and  the  gaps  of  the 
Blue  Ridge.  After  stripping  the  upper  valley  of  most  of  the  supplies  and 
provisions  for  the  rebel  army,  he  returned  to  Strasburg,  and  took  position  on 
the  north  side  of  Cedar  Creek. 

Having  received  considerable  reinforcements.  General  Early  again  returned 
to  the  valley,  and  on  the  9th  of  October  his  cavalry  encountered  ours  near 
Strasburg,  where  the  rebels  were  defeated  with  the  loss  of  eleven  pieces  of 
artillery  and  three  hundred  and  fifty  prisoners.  On  the  night  of  the  18th  the 
enemy  crossed  the  mountains  which  separated  the  branches  of  the  Shenan- 
doah, forded  the  north  fork,  and  early  on  the  morning  of  the  19th,  under 
cover  of  the  darkness  and  the  fog,  surprised  and  turned  our  left  flank,  and 
captured  the  batteries  which  enfiladed  our  whole  line.  Our  troops  fell  back 
with  heavy  loss  and  in  much  confusion,  but  were  finally  rallied  between 
Middletown  and  Newtown.  At  this  juncture  General  Sheridan,  who  was  at 
Winchester  when  the  battle  commenced,  arrived  on  the  field,  arranged  his 
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lines  just  in  time  to  repulse  a  heavy  attack  of  the  enemy,  and  imraediatcl^ 
assumiug  the  otfensive,  he  attacked  in  turn  with  great  vigor.  The  encmp' 
was  defeated  with  great  slaughter  and  the  loss  of  most  of  his  artillery  anc" 
trains  and  the  trophies  he  had  captured  in  the  morning.     The  wreck  of  hin  ^i_  ^ 

army  escaped  during  the  night,  and  fled  in  the  direction  of  Staunton  an< »  4 

Lynchburg.     Pursuit  was  made  to  Mount  Jackson.     Thus  ended  this,  ih^  ^^^^^ 
enemy's  last  attempt,  to  invade  the  north,  via  the  Shenandoah  Valley.  \ 

was  now  enabled  to  return  the  Sixth  Corps  to  the  Anny  of  the.  Potoi 
and  to  send  one  division  from  Sheridan's  army  to  the  Army  of  the  Jame^ 
and  another  to  Savannah,  Georgia,  to  hold  Siierman's  new  acquisitions 
the  sea-coast,  and  thus  enable  him  to  move  without  detaching  from  his  foi 
for  that  puq^ose. 

Reports  from  various  sources  led  me  to  believe  that  the  enemy  had 
tached  three  divisions  from  Petersburg  to  reinforce  Early  in  the  Shenandot 
Valley.     I  therefore  sent  the  Second  Corps  and  Gregg's  division  of  caval»- 
of  the  Annv  of  the  Potomac,  and  a  force  of  General  Butler's  armv,  on 
night  of  the  13th  of  August,  to  threaten  Richmond  from  the  north  side 
the  James,  to  prevent  him  from  sending  troops  away,  and,  if  possible, 
draw  back  those  sent.     In  this  move  we  captured  six  pieces  of  artillery 
several  hundred  prisoners,  detained  troops  that  were  under  marching  ord» 
and  ascertained  that  but  one  division,  (Kershaw's,)  of  the  three  reputed 
tached,  had  gone. 

The  eneniv  havins:  whhdrawn  heavily  from  Petersburg  to  resist  this  nic» 
ment,  the  Fifth  Corps,  General  Warren  commanding,  was  moved  out  on   . 
]  8th  and  took  possession  of  the  Weldon  railroad.     During  the  day  be 
considerable  fighting.     To  regain  possession  of  the  road,  the  enemy  n 
repeated  and  desperate  assaults,  but  was  each  time  repulsed  with  great 
On  the  night  of  the  20th  the  troops  on  the  north  side  of  the  James 
withdrawn,  and  Hancock  and  Gregg  returned  to  the  front  of  Petersl 
On  the  2oth  the  Second  Corps  and  Gregg's  division  of  cavalry,  whi 
Ream's  Station  destroying  the  railroad,  were  attacked,  and  after  despi 
lighting,  a  pail  of  our  line  gave  way,  and  five  pieces  of  artillery  fell  iuti 
hands  of  the  enemy. 

By  the  12th  of  September  a  branch  railroad  was  completed  from  the  Gitj 
Point  and  Petei-sburg  railroad  to  the  Weldon  railroad,  enabling  us  to  «ap- 
ply,  without  difhculty,  in  all  weather,  the  army  in  front  of  Petei-sbnrg. 

The  extension  of  our  lines  across  the  Weldon  railroad  compelled  the?    ^^ 
emy  to  so  extend  his  that  it  seemed  he  could  have  but  few  troops  north  ^^^ 
the  James  for  the  defense  of  Richmond.     On  the  night  of  the  28th  the  Tco  ^^j 
Corps,  Major  General  Birney,  and  the  Eighteenth  Corps,  Major  General  0^"    ** 
commanding,  of  General  Butler's  army,  were  crossed  to  the  north  side  of  th        * 
James,  and  advanced  on  the  morning  of  the  29th,  carrying  the  very  stron^^^ 
fortifications  and  intrenchments  below  Chapin's  Farm,  known  as  Fort  Ham--^ 
son,  capturing  fifteen  pieces  of  artillery  and  the  New  Market  road  and  in- 
trenchments.    This  success  was  followed  up  by  a  gallant  assault  upon  Fort 
Gillmorc,  immediately  in  front  of  the  Chapin  Farm  fortifications,  in  which  we 
were  repulsed  with  hejivy  loss.     Kautz's  cavalry  was  pushed  forward  on  the 
road  to  the  right  of  this,  supported  by  infantry,  and  reached  the  enemy's  in- 
ner line,  but  was  unable  to  get  further.     The  position  captured  from  the  en- 
emy was  so  threatening  to  Richmond  that  I  determined  to  hold  it.     Tbd 
«ncmy  made  several  desperate  attempts  to  dislodge  us,  all  of  ^luch  we» 
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unsuccessful,  and  for  which  he  paid  dearly.  On  the  morning  of  the  30th 
General  Meade  sent  out  a  reconnoissancc,  with  a  view  to  attacking  the  ene- 
my's line  if  it  was  found  sufficiently  weakened  by  withdrawal  of  troops  to 
the  north  side.  In  this  reconnoissance  we  captured  and  held  the  enemy's 
works  near  Poplar  Spring  Church.  In  the  afternoon,  troops  moving  to  get 
to  the  left  of  the  point  gained  were  attacked  by  the  enemy  in  heavy  force, 
and  compelled  to  fall  back  until  supported  by  the  forces  holding  the  captured 
works.  Our  cavalry  under  Gregg  was  also  attacked,  but  repulsed  the  enemy 
with  great  loss. 

On  the  Vth  of  October  the  enemy  attacked  Kautz's  cavalry  north  of  the 
James,  and  drove  it  back  with  heavy  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners, 
and  the  loss  of  all  the  artillery — eight  or  nine  pieces.  This  he  followed  up 
by  an  attack  on  our  intrenched  infantry  line,  but  was  repulsed  with  severe 
slaughter.  On  the  13th  a  reconnoissance  was  sent  out  by  General  Butler, 
with  a  view  to  drive  the  enemy  from  some  new  works  he  was  constructing, 
which  resulted  in  very  heavy  loss  to  us. 

On  the  27th  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  leaving  only  sufficient  men  to  hold 
its  fortified  line,  moved  by  the  enemy's  right  flank.  The  Second  Corps,  fol- 
lowed by  two  divisions  of  the  Fifth  Corps,  with  the  cavalry  in  advanc^i  and 
covering  our  left  flank,  forced  a  passage  of  Hatcher's  Run,  and  moved  \ip  the 
south  aide  of  it  toward  the  South-side  railroad,  until  the  Second  Corps  and 
part  of  the  cavalry  reached  the  Boydtown  plank  road,  where  it  crosses 
Hatcher's  Run.  At  this  point  we  were  six  miles  distant  from  the  South-sido 
railroad,  which  I  had  hoped  by  this  movement  to  reach  and  hold.  But 
finding  that  we  had  not  reached  the  end  of  the  enemy's  fortifications,  and 
no  place  presenting  itself  for  a  successful  assault  by  which  he  might  be 
doubled  up  and  shortened,  I  determined  to  withdraw  to  within  our  fortified 
line.  Orders  were  given  accordingly.  Immediately  upon  receiving  a  report 
that  General  Warren  had  connected  with  General  Hancock,  I  returned  to  my 
head-quarters.  Soon  after  I  left,  the  enemy  moved  out  across  Hatcher's 
Run,  in  the  gap  between  Generals  Hancock  and  Warren,  which  was  not 
closed  as  reported,  and  made  a  desperate  attack  on  General  Hancock's  right 
and  rear.  General  Hancock  immediately  faced  his  corps  to  meet  it,  and 
after  a  bloody  combat  drove  the  enemy  within  his  works,  and  withdrew  that 
nifflit  to  his  old  position. 

In  support  of  this  movement  General  Butler  made  a  demonstration  on  the 
north  side  of  the  James,  and  attacked  the  enemy  on  the  Williamsburg  road, 
and  also  on  the  York  River  railroad.  In  the  former  he  was  unsuccessful ;  in 
the  latter  he  succeeded  iu  carrying  a  work  which  was  afterward  abandoned, 
and  his  forces  withdrawn  to  their  former  positions. 

From  this  time  forward  the  operations  in  front  of  Petersburg  and  Richmond, 
until  the  spring  campaign  of  1865,  were  confined  to  the  defense  and  exten- 
sion of  our  lines,  and  to  offensive  movements  for  crippling  the  enemy's  lines 
of  communication,  and  to  prevent  his  detaching  any  considerable  force  to 
send  south.  By  tlie  7th  of  February  our  lines  were  extended  to  Hatcher'a 
Run,  and  the  Weldon  railroad  had  been  destroyed  to  Hicksford. 

General  Sherman  moved  from  Chattanooga  on  the  6th  of  May,  with  the 
armies  of  the  Cumberland,  Tennessee,  and  Ohio — commanded,  respectively, 
by  Generals  Thomas,  McPherson,  and  Schofield — upon  Johnston's  anny  at 
Dalton ;  but  finding  the  enemy's  positions  at  Buzzard  Roost,  covering  Dal* 
ton,  too  strong  to  be  assaulted.  General  McPherson  was  sent  through  Suako 
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Gap  to  turn  it,  whilst  Generals  Thomas  and  Schofield  threatened  it  in  fror.t 
and  on  the  north.     This  movement  was  successful.     Johnston,  finding  his 
retreat  likely  to  be  cut  off,  fell  back  to  his  fortified  position  at  Resaca,  where 
lie  Avas  attacked  on  the  afternoon  of  May  15th.     A  heavy  battle  ensued. 
During  the  night  the  enemy  retreated  south.     Late  on  the  17th  his  rear- 
guard was  overtaken  near  Adairsville,  and  heavy  skirmishing  followed.     The 
next  morning,  however,  he  had  again  disappeared.     He  was  vigorously  pur- 
sued and  was  overtaken  at  Cassville  on  the  19th,  but,  during  the  ensuing 
night,  retreated  across  the  Etowah.     Whilst  these  operations  were  going  on^ 
General  Jefferson  C.  Davis'  division  of  Thomas'  array  was  sent  to  Romc^ 
capturing  it  with  its  forts  and  artillery  and  its  valuable  mills  and  foundries^ 
General  Sherman  having  given  his  army  a  few  days'  rest  at  this  point,  agaii^ 
put  it  in  motion  on  the  23d  for  Dallas,  with  a  view  of  taming  the  difficult 
pass  at  AUatoona.     On  the  afternoon  of  the  25th  the  f^lvance,  under  General 
Hooker,  had  a  severe  battle  with  the  enemy,  driving  him  back  to  New  Hope 
Church,  near  Dallas.     Several  sharp  encounters  occurred  at  this  point.     The 
most  important  was  on  the  28th,  when  the  enemy  assaulted  General  Mo 
Phei-son  at  Dallas,  but  received  a  terrible  and  bloody  repulse. 

On  the  4th  of  June,  Johnston  abandoned  his  intrenched  position  at  New 
Hope  Church  and  retreated  to  the  strong  positions  of  Kenesaw,  Pine,  and 
Lost  Mountains.  He  was  forced  to  yield  the  two  last  named  places  and  con- 
centrate his  army  on  Kenesaw,  where,  on  the  27th,  Generals  Thomas  and 
McPherson  made  a  determined  btit  unsuccessful  assault.  On  the  night  of 
the  2d  of  July  Sherman  commenced  moving  his  army  by  the  right  flank, 
and  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  found  that  the  enemy,  in  consequence  of  thia 
movement,  had  abandoned  Kenesaw  and  retreated  across  the  Chattahoochee. 

General  Sherman  remained  on  the  Chattahoochee  to  give  his  men  rest  and 
get  up  stores  until  the  iVth  of  July,  when  he  resumed  his  operations,  crossed 
the  Chattahoochee,  destroyed  a  large  portion  of  the  railroa<;I  to  Augusta,  and 
drove  the  enemy  back  to  Atlanta.  At  this  place  General  Hood  succeeded 
General  Johnston  in  command  of  the  rebel  army,  and  assuming  the  ofifensive- 
defensive  policy,  made  several  severe  attacks  upon  Sherman  in  the  vicinity 
of  Atlanta,  the  most  desperate  and  determined  of  which  was  on  the  22d  of 
July.  About  1  p.  M.  of  this  day  the  brave,  accomplished,  and  noble -hearted 
McPherson  was  killed.  General  Logan  succeeded  him,  and  commanded  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee  through  this  desperate  battle  and  until  he  was  su- 
perseded by  Major  General  Howard  on  the  26th,  with  the  same  success  and 
ability  that  had  characterized  him  in  the  command  of  a  corps  or  division. 

In  all  these  attacks  the  enemy  was  repulsed  with  great  loss.  Finding  it 
impossible  to  entirely  invest  the  place.  General  Sherman,  after  securing  his 
line  of  communications  across  the  Chattahoochee,  moved  his  main  force  round 
by  the  enemy's  left  flank  upon  the  Montgomery  arid  Macon  roads,  to  draw 
the  enemy  from  his  fortifications.  In  this  he  succeeded,  and,  after  defeating 
the  enemy  near  Rough  and  Ready,  Jonesboro*,  and  Lovejoy's,  forcing  him  to 
retreat  to  the  south,  on  the  2d  of  September  occupied  Atlanta,  the  objective 
point  of  his  campaign. 

About  the  time  of  this  move  the  rebel  cavalry,  under  "VNTieeler,  attempted 
to  cut  his  communications  in  the  rear,  but  was  repulsed  at  Dalton  and  driven 
into  East  Tennessee,  whence  it  proceeded  west  to  McMinnville^  Murfreesboro', 
and  Franklin,  and  was  finally  driven  south  of  the  Tennessee,  The  damage 
done  by  this  raid  was  repaired  in  a  few  days. 
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During  the  partial  investment  of  Atlanta,  General  Rousseau  joined  General 
Sherman  with  a  force  of  cavalry  from  Decatur,  having  made  a  successful  raid 
upon  the  Atlanta  and  Montgomery  railroad,  and  its  branches  near  Opelika. 
Cavalry  raids  were  also  made  by  Generals  McCook,  Garrard,  and  Stoneman, 
to  cut  the  remaining  railroad  communication  with  Atlanta.  The  first  two 
were  successful — the  latter  disastrous. 

General  Sherman's  movement  from  Chattanooga  to  Atlanta  was  prompt, 
skillful,  and  briUiant.  The  history  of  his  flank  movements  and  battles  during 
that  memorable  campaign  will  over  be  read  with  an  interest  unsui-passed  by 
any  thing  in  history. 

His  own  report,  and  those  of  his  subordinate  Commanders  accompanying 
it,  give  the  details  of  that  most  successful  campaign. 

He  was  dependent  for  the  supply  of  his  armies  upon  a  single-track  railroad 
from  Nashville  to  the  point  where  he  was  operating.  This  passed  the  entire 
distance  through  a  hostile  country,  and  every  foot  of  it  had  to  be  protected 
by  troops.  The  cavalry  force  of  the  enemy  under  Forrest,  in  Noilhem  Mis- 
sissippi, was  evidently  waiting  for  Sherman  to  advance  far  enough  into  the 
mountains  of  Georgia  to  make  a  retreat  disastrous,  to  get  upon  his  line  and 
destroy  it  beyond  the  possibility  of  further  use.     To  guard  against  this  dan- 

fer  Sherman  left  what  he  supposed  to  be  a  suflScient  force  to  operate  against 
brrest  in  West  Tennessee.  He  directed  General  Washburn,  who  com- 
manded there,  to  send  Brigadier  General  S.  D.  Sturgis  in  command  of  this 
force  to  attack  him.  On  tne  morning  of  the  10th  of  June  General  Sturgis 
met  the  enemy  near  Guntown,  Miss.,  was  badly  beaten,  and  driven  back  in 
utter  rout  and  confusion  to  Mempliis — a  distance  of  about  one  hundred  miles — 
hotly  pursued  by  the  enemy.  JBy  this,  however,  the  enemy  was  defeated  in 
his  designs  upon  Sherman's  line  of  communications.  The  persistency  with 
which  he  followed  up  this  success  exhausted  him,  and  made  a  season  for  rest 
and  repairs  necessary.  In  the  meantime  Major  General  A.  J.  Smith,  with 
the  troops  of  the  Anny  of  the  Tennessee  that  had  been  sent  by  General 
Sherman  to  General  Banks,  arrived  at  Memphis  on  their  return  from  Red 
River,  where  they  had  done  most  excellent  service.  He  was  directed  by 
General  Sherman  to  immediately  take  the  oflfensive  against  Forrest.  This  he 
did  with  the  promptness  and  eflfect  which  has  characterized  his  whole  mili- 
tary career.  On  the  14th  of  July  he  met  tho  enemy  at  Tnpelo,  Miss.,  and 
whipped  him  badly.  The  fighting  continued  through  three  days.  Our  loss 
wa»  small  compared  with  that  of  the  enemy.  Having  accomplished  the  ob- 
ject of  his  expedition.  General  Smith  returned  to  Memphis. 

During  the  months  of  March  and  April  this  same  force  under  Forrest  an- 
noyed us  considerably.  On  the  24th  of  March  it  captured  Union  City,  Ky., 
and  its  garrison,  and  on  the  24th  attacked  Paducah,  commanded  by  Colonel 
S.  G.  Hicks,  Fortieth  Illinois  volunteers.  Colonel  H.,  having  but  a  small 
force,  withdrew  to  the  forts  near  the  river,  from  where  he  repulsed  the  enemy 
and  drove  him  from  the  place. 

On  the  13th  of  April  part  of  this  force,  under  the  rebel  General  Buford, 
summoned  the  garrison  of  CoUimbus,  Ky.,  to  surrender,  but  received  for  re- 
ply from  Colonel  Lawrence,  Thirty-fourth  New  Jersey  volunteers,  that,  being 
placed  there  by  his  Government  with  adequate  force  to  hold  his  post  and 
repel  all  enemies  from  it,  surrender  was  out  of  the  question. 

On  the  morning  of  the  same  day  Forrest  attacked  Fort  Pillow,  Tenn.^  gar- 
risoned by  a  detachment  of  Tennessee  cavalry,  "iEuid  the  First  Regiment 
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Alabama  colored  troops,  commanded  .by  Major  Booth.  Tlie  garrison  foQgb 
bravely  until  about  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  enemy  carried  the 
works  by  assault;  and,  after  our  men  threw  down  their  arms,  proceeded  lo 
an  inhuman  and  merciless  massacre  of  the  garrison. 

On  the  14th  General  Buford,  having  failed  at  Columbus,  appeared  before 
Paducah,  but  was  again  driven  off. 

Guerrillas  and  raiders,  seemingly  emboldened  by  Forrest's  operations,  were 
also  very  active  in  Kentucky.  The  most  noted  of  these  was  Morgan.  "With 
a  force  of  from  two  to  three  thousand  cavalry  he  entered  the  State  through 
Pound  Gap  in  the  latter  part  of  May.  On  the  11th  of  June  he  attacked  and 
captured  Cynthiana,  with  its  entire  garrison.  On  the  12th  he  was  overtaken 
by  General  Burbridge,  and  completely  routed  with  heavy  loss,  and  was 
finally  driven  out  of  the  State.  This  notorious  guerrilla  was  afterward  8U^ 
prised  and  killed  near  Greenville,  Tenn.,  and  his  command  captured  and  di»- 
persed  by  General  Gillem. 

In  the  absence  of  official  reports  at  the  commencement  of  the  Red  River 
expedition,  except  so  far  as  relates  to  the  movements  of  the  troops  sent  by 
General  Sherman  under  A.  J.  Smith,  I  am  unable  to  give  the  date  of  its 
starting.  The  troops  under  General  Smith,  comprising  two  divisions  of  the 
Sixteenth  and  a  detachment  of  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  left  Vicksbuig 
on  the  10th  of  March  and  reached  the  designated  point  on  Red  River  one  day 
eariier  than  that  appointed  by  General  Banks.  The  rebel  forces  at  Fort  Di 
Russey,  thinking  to  defeat  him,  left  the  fort  on  the  14th  to  give  him  battle  in 
the  open  field ;  but,  while  occupying  the  enemy  with  skirmishing  and  demon- 
strations. Smith  pushed  forward  to  Fort  De  Russey,  which  had  been  left  with 
a  weak  garrison,  and  captured  it  with  its  garrison — about  three  hundred  and 
fifty  men,  eleven  pieces  of  artillery,  and  many  small-arms.  Our  loss  was  but 
slight.  On  the  15tli  he  pushed  forward  to  Alexandria,  which  place  he 
readied  on  the  18th.  On  the  21st  he  had  an  engagement  with  the  enemy 
at  Henderson  Hill,  in  which  he  defeated  him,  capturing  two  hundred  and 
ten  prisoners  and  four  pieces  of  artillery. 

On  the  28th  he  again  attacked  and  defeated  the  enemy  under  the  rebel 
General  Taylor  at  Cane  River.  By  the  26th  General  Banks  had  assembled 
his  whole  army  at  Alexandria  and  pushed  forward  to  Grand  Ecorc.  On  the 
morning  of  April  6th  he  moved  from  Grand  Ecore.  On  the  afternoon  of  the 
Ith  his  advance  engaged  the  enemy  near  Pleasant  Hill  and  drove  him  from 
the  field.  On  the  same  afternoon  the  enemy  made  a  stand  eight  miles  1)e- 
yond  Pleasant  Hill,  but  was  again  compelled  to  retreat.  On  the  8th,  at  Sa- 
bine Cross-roads  and  Peach  Hill,  the  enemy  attacked  and  defeated  his  ad- 
vance, capturing  nineteen  pieces  of  artillery  and  an  immense  amount  of  trans- 
portation and  stores.  During  the  night  General  Banks  fell  back  to  Pleasant 
Hill,  where  another  battle  was  fought  on  the  9th,  and  the  enemy  repulsed 
with  great  loss.  During  the  night  General  Banks  continued  his  retrograde 
movement  to  Grand  Ecore,  and  thence  to  Alexandria,  which  he  reached  on 
the  27th  of  April.  Here  a  serious  difliculty  arose  in  getting  Admiral  Por- 
ter's fleet,  which  accompanied  the  expedition,  over  the  rapids,  the  water 
having  fallen  so  much  since  they  passed  up  as  to  prevent  their  return.  At 
the  suggestion  of  Colonel  (now  Brigadier  General)  Bailey,  and  under  his  su- 
perintendence, wing-dams  were  constructed,  by  which  the  channel  was  coo- 
tracted  so  that  the  fleet  passed  down  the  rapids  in  safety. 

The  army  evacuated  Alexandria  on  the  14th  of  May,  after  considerabh 
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•Idrmishing  with  the  enemy's  advance,  and  reached  Morganzia  and  Point 
Coupee  near  the  end  of  the  month.  The  disastrous  termination  of  this  ex- 
pedition and  the  lateness  of  the  season  rendered  impracticable  the  carrying 
out  of  my  plans  of  a  movement  in  force  sufficient  to  insure  the  capture  oi 
Mobile. 

On  the  23d  of  March  Major  General  Steele  left  Little  Rock  with  the  Sev- 
enth Army  Corps  to  cooperate  with  General  Bank's  expedition  on  Red  River, 
and  reached  Arkadelphia  on  the  28th.  On  the  16th  of  April,  after  driving 
the  enemy  before  him,  he  was  joined  near  Elkin's  Ferry,  in  Washita  County, 
by  General  Thayer,  who  had  marched  from  Fort  Smith.  After  several  se- 
vere skirmishes,  in  which  the  enemy  was  defeated.  General  Steele  reached 
Camden,  which  he  occupied  about  the  middle  of  April. 

On  learning  the  defeat  and  consequent  retreat  of  General  Banks  on  Red 
River,  and  the  loss  of  one  of  his  own  trains  at  Mark's  Mill,  in  Dallas  County, 
Greneral  Steele  determined  to  fall  back  to  the  Arkansas  River,  lie  left  Cam- 
den on  the  26th  of  April,  and  reached  Little  Rock  on  the  2d  of  May.  On 
the  30th  of  April  the  enemy  attacked  him  while  crossing  Sahnc  River  at 
Jenkins'  Ferry,  but  was  repulsed  with  considerable  loss.  Our  loss  was  about 
six  hundred  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners. 

Major  General  Canby,  who  had  been  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 
"  MiUtary  Division  of  West  Mississippi,"  was  therefore  directed  to  send  the 
Nineteenth  Army  Corps  to  join  the  arraiew  operating  against  Richmond,  and 
to  limit  the  remainder  of  his  command  to  such  operations  as  might  be  nec- 
essary to  hold  the  positions  and  lines  of  communications  he  then  occupied. 

Before  starting  General  A.  J.  Smith's  troops  back  to  Sherman,  General 
Canby  sent  a  part  of  it  to  disperse  a  force  of  the  enemy  that  was  collecting 
near  the  Mississippi  River.  General  Smith  met  and  defeated  this  force  near 
Lake  Chicot  on  the  5th  of  June.  Our  loss  was  about  forty  killed  and 
seventy  wounded. 

In  the  latter  part  of  July  General  Canby  sent  Major  General  Gordon 
Granger,  with  such  forces  as  he  could  collect,  to  cooperate  with  Admiral 
Farragut  against  the  defenses  of  Mobile  Bay.  On  the  8th  of  August  Fort 
Gaines  surrendered  to  the  combined  naval  and  land  forces.  Fort  Powell 
was  blown  up  and  abandoned. 

On  the  9th  Fort  Morgan  was  invested,  and  after  a  severe  bombardment 
surrendered  on  the  23d.  The  total  captures  amounted  to  one  thousand  four 
hundred  and  sixty-four  prisoners  and  one  hundred  and  four  pieces  of  artillery. 

About  the  last  of  August,  it  being  reported  that  the  rebel  General  Piice, 
with  a  force  of  about  ten  thousand  men,  had  reached  Jacksonport,  on  his 
way  to  invade  Missouri,  General  A.  J.  Smith's  command,  then  en  route  from 
Memphis  to  join  Sherman,  was  ordered  to  Missouri.  A  cavalry  force  was 
also,  at  the  same  time,  sent  from  Memphis,  under  command  of  Colonel 
Winslow.  This  made  General  Rosecrans'  forces  superior  to  those  of  Price, 
and  no  doubt  was  entertained  he  would  be  able  to  check  Price  and  drive 
him  back,  while  the  forces  under  General  Steele,  in  Arkansas,  would  cut  off 
his  retreat.  On  the  26th  day  of  September  Price  attacked  Pilot  Knob  and 
forced  the  garrison  to  retreat,  and  thence  moved  north  to  the  Missouri  River, 
and  continued  up  that  river  toward  Kansas.  General  Curtis,  commanding 
Department  of  Kansas,  immediately  collected  such  forces  as  he  could  to  repel 
the  invasion  of  Kansas,  while  General  Rosecrans'  cavalry  was  operating  in  his 
rear. 
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Tlie  enemy  was  brought  to  battle  on  the  Big  Blue  and  defeated,  with  the 
loss  of  nearly  all  his  artillery  and  trains  and  a  lai^e  number  of  prisoners.  Ho 
made  a  precipitate  retreat  to  Northern  Arkansas.  The  impunity  with  which. 
Price  was  enabled  to  roam  over  the  State  of  Missouri  for  a  long  time,  and 
the  incalculable  mischief  done  by  him,  shows  to  how  little  purpose  a  superior 
force  may  be  used.  There  is  no  reason  why  General  Rosecrana  should  not 
have  concentrated  his  forces  and  beaten  and  driven  Price  before  the  latter 
reached  Pilot  Knob. 

September  20th  the  enemy's  cavalry,  under  Forrest,  crossed  the  Tennessee 
near  Waterloo,  Ala.,  and  on  the  23d  attacked  the  garrison  at  Athens,  con- 
sisting of  six  hundred  men,  which  capitulated  on  the  24th.  Soon  after  tbe 
surrender  two  regiments  of  reinforcements  arrived,  and  after  a  severe  fight 
were  compelled  to  surrender.  Forrest  destroyed  the  railroad  westward,  cap- 
tured the  garrison  at  Sulphur  Branch  trestle,  skirmished  with  the  garrison 
at  Pulaski  on  the  27th,  and  on  the  same  day  cut  the  Nashville  and  Chatta- 
nooga railroad  near  Tullahoma  and  Dechard.  On  the  morning  of  the  30th 
one  column  of  Forrest's  command,  under  Buford,  appeared  before  Huntsvillc, 
and  summoned  the  surrender  of  the  garrison.  Receiving  an  answer  in  the 
negative,  he  remained  in  the  vicinity  of  the  place  until  next  morning,  when 
he  again  summoned  its  surrender,  and  received  the  same  reply  as  on  the 
night  before.  He  withdrew  in  the  direction  of  Athens,  which  place  had 
been  re-garrisoned,  and  attacked  it  on  the  afternoon  of  the  Ist  of  October, 
but  without  success.  On  the  morning  of  the  2d  he  renewed  his  attack,  but  * 
was  handsomely  repulsed. 

Another  column,  under  Forrest,  appeared  before  Columbia  on  the  morning 
of  the  1st,  but  did  not  make  an  attack.  On  the  morning  of  the  3d  he  moved 
toward  Mount  Pleasant.  While  these  operations  were  going  on  every  exer- 
tion was  made  by  General  Thomas  to  destroy  the  forces  under  Forrest  be- 
fore he  could  re-cross  the  Tennessee,  but  was  unable  to  prevent  his  escape  to 
Corinth,  Miss. 

In  September  an  expedition  under  General  Burbridgo  was  sent  to  destroy 
the  salt-works  at  Saltville,  Va.  He  met  the  enemy  on  the  2d  of  October, 
about  three  miles  and  a  half  from  Saltville,  and  drove  him  into  his  strongly 
intrenched  position  around  the  salt-works,  from  which  he  was  unable  to  dii- 
lodge  him.  During  the  night  he  withdrew  his  command  and  returned  to 
Kentucky. 

General  Sherman,  immediately  after  the  fall  of  Atlanta,  put  his  armies  in 
camp  in  and  about  the  place,  and  made  all  preparations  for  refitting  and 
supplying  them  for  future  service.  The  great  length  of  road  from  Atlanta  to 
the  Cumberland  River,  however,  which  had  to  be  guarded,  allowed  the  troops 
but  little  rest. 

During  this  time  Jefferson  Davis  made  a  speech  in  Macon,  Geo.,  which 
was  reported  in  the  papers  of  the  South,  and  soon  became  known  to  the 
whole  country,  disclosing  the  plans  of  the  enemy,  thus  enabling  General 
Sherman  to  fully  meet  them.  He  exhibited  the  weakness  of  supposing  that 
an  army  that  had  been  beaten  and  fearfully  decimated  in  a  vain  attempt  at 
the  defensive  could  successfully  undertake  the  offensive  against  the  army  that 
had  so  often  defeated  it. 

In  execution  of  this  plan  Hood,  with  his  army,  was  soon  reported  to  ih% 
south-west  of  Atlanta.  Moving  far  to  Sherman's  right,  he  aucceeded  in 
teaching  the  railroad  about  Big  Shanty,  and  moved  north  on  it. 
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General  Sherman,  leaving  a  force  to  hold  Atlanta,  with  the  remainder  of 
his  army  fell  upon  him  and  drove  him  to  Gadston,  Ala.  Seeing  the  con- 
stant annoyance  he  would  have  with  the  roads  to  his  rear  if  we  attempted 
to  hold  Atlanta,  General  Sherman  proposed  the  abandonment  and  destruc- 
tion of  that  place,  with  all  the  railroads  leading  to  it,  and  telegraphed  me  as 
follows : — 

Centreyille,  Ga.,  October  10 — Noon. 

"  Dispatch  about  Wilson  just  received.  Tlood  is  now  crossing  Coosa  River,  twelve  miles 
below  Rome,  bound  west.  If  he  passes  over  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  road,  had  I  not  better 
execute  the  plan  of  my  letter  sent  by  Colonel  Porter,  and  leave  General  Thomas,  with  the 
troops  now  in  Tennessee,  to  defend  the  State?  He  will  have  an  ample  force  when  the  re- 
inforcements ordered  reach  Nashville. 

W,  T.  SHERMAN,  ATqjar  GtneraV 

Lieut.  Gen.  Grant. 

For  a  full  understanding  of  the  plan  referred  to  in  this  dispatch,  I  quote 
from  the  letter  sent  by  Colonel  Porter : — "  I  will  therefore  give  my  opinion, 
that  your  army  and  Canby's  should  be  reinforced  to  the  maximum ;  that^ 
after  you  get  Wilmington,  you  strike  for  Savannah  and  the  river ;  that  Canby 
be  instructed  to  hold  the  Mississippi  River,  and  send  a  force  to  get  Colum- 
bus, Geo.,  either  by  the  way  of  the  Alabama  or  the  Appalachicola,  and  that 
I  keep  Hood  employed  and  put  my  army  in  final  order  for  a  march  on  Au- 
gusta, Columbia,  and  Charleston,  to  be  ready  as  soon  as  Wilmington  is  sealed 
as  to  commerce,  and  the  city  of  Savannah  is  in  our  possession."  This  was 
in  reply  to  a  letter  of  mine  of  date  September  12th,  in  answer  to  a  dispatch 
of  his  containing  substantially  the  same  proposition,  and  in  which  I  informed 
him  of  a  proposed  movement  against  Wilmington,  and  of  the  situation  in 
Virginia,  &c. 

Cmr  Point,  Ya.,  Odoher  11, 1864—11  A.  M. 

"  Your  dispatch  of  October  10th  received.  Does  it  not  look  as  if  Hood  was  going  to  at- 
tempt the  iuvasion  of  Middle  Tennessee,  using  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  and  Memphis  and 
Charleston  roads  to  supply  his  base  on  the  Tennessee  River,  about  Florence  or  Decatur? 
If  he  does  this  he  ought  to  be  met  and  prevented  from  gcetting  north  of  the  Tennessee 
River.  If  you  were  to  cut  loose,  I  do  not  believe  you  woi2d  meet  Hood's  army,  but  would 
be  bushwhacked  by  all  the  old  men,  little  boys,  and  such  /ailroad  guards  as  are  still  lefl  at 
home.  Hood  would  probably  strike  for  Nashville,  thinking  that  by  going  north  he  could 
inflict  greater  damage  upon  us  than  we  could  upon  the  rebels  by  going  south.  If  there  is 
any  way  of  getting  at  Hood's  army  I  would  prefer  that;  but  I  must  trust  to  your  own  judge- 
ment I  find  I  shall  not  be  able  to  send  a  force  from  here  to  act  with  you  on  Savannah. 
Your  movements,  therefore,  will  be  independent  of  mine ;  at  least  until  the  fall  of  Rich- 
mond takes  place.  I  am  afraid  Thomas,  with  such  lines  of  road  as  he  has  to  protect,  could 
not  prevent  Hood  from  going  north.  With  Wilson  turned  loose,  with  all  your  cavalry,  you 
will  find  the  rebels  put  much  more  on  the  defensive  than  heretofore. 

U.  S.  GRAKT,  Lieut.  General'' 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Shbrmah. 

Kingston,  Ga.,  October  11—11  A.  M. 

"Hood  moved  his  army  from  Palmetto  Station  across  by  Dallas  and  Cedartown,  and  ia 
now  on  the  Cooea  River,  south  of  Rome.  He  threw  one  corps  on  my  road  at  Acworth, 
and  I  was  forced  to  follow.  I  hold  Atlanta  with  the  Twentieth  Corps,  and  have  strong 
detachments  along  my  line.  This  reduces  my  active  force  to  a  comparatively  small  army. 
We  can  not  remain  here  on  the  defensive.  With  the  twenty-five  thousand  mon,  and  the 
bold  cavalry  he  has,  he  can  constantly  break  my  roads.  I  would  infinitely  prefer  to  make 
a  wreck  of  the  roed  and  of  the  country  from  Chattanooga  to  Atlanta,  including  the  latter 
city — send  back  sOl  my  wounded  and  worthless,  and,  with  my  efiectivo  army,  move  through 
(Georgia,  smashing  things,  to  the  sea.  Hood  may  turn  into  Tennessee  and  Kentucky,  but 
1  believe  he  will  be  forced  to  follow  me.    Instead  of  my  being  on  tlie  defensive,  I  would 
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be  on  the  offensive;  instead  of  guessing  at  what  ho  means  to  do,  he  would  haye  to  guea 
at  my  phius.    The  diirorciice  in  war  is  full  twenty-flvo  i>er  cent.    I  can  make  Savannah, 
Charleston,  or  t-iie  n»out  h  of  the  Chattahoochee. 
Answer  quick,  as  I  know  wo  will  not  have  the  telegraph  long. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General 
Lieut.  Gen.  Graxt. 

City  Point,  Ya.,  October  11,  18G4— 11:30  P.  M. 

"Your  dispatch  of  to-day  received.  If  you  are  satisfied  the  trip  to  the  sea-coast  can  be 
made,  holding  the  line  of  the  Tennessee  River  tirral}-,  you  may  make  it,  destroying  all  the 
railroad  south  of  Dalton  or  Chattanooga,  as  you  tliiuk  best 

U.  &  GRANT,  Lieut.  General^ 

Major  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman. 

It  was  tlic  original  design  to  hold  Atlanta,  and  by  getting  through  to  the 
coast,  with  a  garrison  left  on  the  southern  railroads  leading  cast  and  west 
through  Georgia,  to  effectually  sever  the  cast  from  the  west.  In  other 
words,  cut  the  would-be  Confederacy  in  two  again,  as  it  had  been  cut  once 
by  our  gaining  possession  of  the  Mississippi  River.  General  Shenuan's  plan 
virtually  effected  this  object. 

General  Sherman  commenced  at  once  his  preparations  for  his  proposed 
movement,  keeping  his  army  in  position  in  the  meantime  to  watch  Hood. 
Becoming  satisfied  that  Hood  had  moved  westward  from  Gadsden  across 
Sand  Mountain,  General  Sherman  sent  the  Fourth  Corps,  Major  General 
Stanley  commanding,  and  the  Twenty-third  Corps,  Major  General  Schoficld 
commanding,  back  to  Chattanooga  to  report  to  Major  General  Thomas,  at 
Nashville,  whom  he  had  placed  in  command  of  all  the  troops  of  his  military 
division,  save  the  four  army  corps  and  cavalry  division  he  designed  to  move 
with  through  Georgia.  With  the  troops  thus  left  at  his  disposal,  there  wa« 
little  doubt  that  General  Thomas  could  hold  the  line  of  the  Tennessee,  or  in 
the  event  Hood  should  force  it,  would  be  able  to  concentrate  and  beat  him 
in  battle.  It  was  therefore  readily  consented  to,  that  Sherman  should  start 
for  tlic  sea-coast. 

Having  concentrated  his  troops  at  Atlanta  by  the  14th  of  November,  be 
commenced  his  march,  threatening  both  Augusta  and  Macon.  His  coming- 
out  point  could  not  be  definitely  fixed.  Having  to  gather  his  subsistence  as 
he  marched  through  the  country,  it  was  not  impossible  that  a  force  inferior 
to  his  own  might  compel  him  to  head  for  such  point  as  he  could  reach,  in- 
stead of  such  as  he  might  prefer.  The  blindness  of  the  enemy,  however,  in 
ignoring  his  movement,  and  sending  Hood's  army,  the  only  considerable  force 
he  had  west  of  Richmond  and  east  of  the  Mississippi  River,  northward  on  an 
offensive  campaign,  left  the  whole  country  open,  and  Sherman's  route  to  his 
own  choice. 

How  that  campaign  was  conducted,  how  little  opposition  was  met  with, 
the  condition  of  the  country  through  which  the  armies  passed,  the  capture 
of  Foi-t  McAllister,  on  the  Savannah  River,  and  the  occupation  of  Savannah 
on  the  21st  of  December,  are  all  clearly  set  forth  in  General  Sherman's  ad- 
mirable report. 

Soon  after  General  Sherman  commenced  his  march  from  Atlanta,  two  ex- 
peditions, one  from  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  and  one  from  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  were 
started  by  GenerM  Canby  to  cut  the  enemy's  line  of  communication  with 
Mobile  and  detain  troops  in  that  field.  General  Foster,  commanding  De- 
partment of  the  South,  also  sent  an  expedition,  via  Broad  River,  to  destroy 
the  railroad   between  Charleston  and  Savannah.      The  expedition  firoia 
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Vicksburpf,  under  command  of  Brevet  Brigadier  General  E.  D.  Osband, 
(Colonel  Third  United  States  colored  cavalry,)  captured,  on  the  2Vth  of  No- 
vember, and  destroyed  the  Mississippi  Central  railroad  bridge  and  trestle- 
work  over  Big  Black  River,  near  Canton,  thirty  miles  of  the  road  and  two 
locomotives,  besides  large  amounts  of  stores.  The  expedition  from  Baton 
Rouge  was  without  favorable  results.  The  expedition  from  the  Department 
of  the  South,  under  the  immediate  command  of  Brigadier  General  John  P, 
Hatch,  consisting  of  about  five  thousand  men  of  all  arms,  including  a  brigade 
from  the  navy,  proceeded  up  Broad  River  and  debarked  at  Boyd's  Neck  on 
the  29th  of  November,  from  where  it  moved  to  strike  the  railroad  at  Gra- 
hamsvillc.  At  Honey  Hill,  about  three  miles  from  Grahamsville,  the  enemy 
was  found  and  attacked  in  a  strongly  fortified  position,  which  resulted,  after 
severe  fighting,  in  our  repulse  with  a  loss  of  seven  hundred  and  forty-six  in 
killed,  wounded,  and  missing.  During  the  night  General  Hatch  withdrew. 
On  the  6th  of  December  General  Foster  obtained  a  position  covering  the 
Charleston  and  Savannah  railroad,  between  the  Coosawhatchie  and  Tullifinney 
Rivers. 

Hood,  instead  of  following  Sherman,  continued  his  move  northward,  which 
seemed  to  me  to  be  leading  to  his  certain  doom.  At  all  events,  had  I  had 
the  power  to  command  both  armies,  I  should  not  have  changed  the  orders 
under  which  he  seemed  to  be  acting.  On  the  26th  of  October  the  advance 
of  Hood's  army  attacked  the  garrison  at  Decatur,  Ala.,  but  failing  to  carry 
the  place,  withdrew  toward  Courtland,  and  succeeded,  in  the  face  of  our 
cavalry,  in  effecting  a  lodgment  on  the  north  side  of  the  Tennessee  River, 
near  Florence.  On  the  28th  Forrest  reached  the  Tennessee,  at  Fort  Hieman, 
and  captured  a  gunboat  and  three  transports.  On  the  2d  of  November  he 
planted  batteries  above  and  below  Johnsonville,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river,  isolating  three  gunboats  and  eight  transports.  On  the  4th  the  enemy 
opened  his  batteries  upon  the  place,  and  was  replied  to  from  the  gunboats 
aod  the  garrison.  The  gunboats  becoming  disabled  were  set  on  fire,  as  also 
were  the  transports,  to  prevent  their  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
About  a  million  and  a  half  dollars'  worth  of  stores  and  property  on  the  levee 
and  in  store-houses  was  consumed  by  fire.  On  tlie  5th  the  enemy  disap- 
peared and  crossed  to  the  north  side  of  the  Tennessee  River,  above  Johnson- 
ville, moving  toward  Clifton,  and  subsequently  joined  Hood.  On  the  night 
of  the  5th  General  Schofield,  with  the  advance  of  the  Twenty-third  Corps, 
reached  Johnsonville,  but  finding  the  enemy  gone,  was  ordered  to  Pulaski, 
and  put  in  command  of  all  the  troops  there,  with  instructions  to  watch  thet 
movements  of  Hood  and  retard  his  advance,  but  not  to  risk  a  general  en- 
gagement until  the  arrival  of  General  A.  J.  Smith's  command  from  Missouri, 
and  until  General  Wilson  could  get  his  cavalry  re-mounted. 

On  the  19th  General  Hood  continued  his  advance.  General  Thomas,  re- 
tarding him  as  much  as  possible,  fell  back  toward  Nashville  for  the  purpose 
of  concentrating  his  command  and  gaining  time  for  the  arrival  of  reinforce- 
ments. The  enemy  coming  up  with  our  main  force  commanded  by  General 
Schofield  at  Franklin,  on  the  30th,  assaulted  our  works  repeatedly  during 
the  afternoon  until  late  at  night,  but  were  in  every  instance  repulsed.  His 
loss  in  this  battle  was  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  killed,  seven  hun- 
dred and  two  prisoners,  and  three  thousand  eight  hundred  wounded.  Among 
his  losses  were  "six  general  oflScers  killed,  six  wounded,  and  one  captureo. 
Our  entire  loss  was  two  thousand  three  hundred.     This  was  the  first  serious 
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opposition  the  enemy  met  with,  and  T  am  satisfied  was  the  fatal  blow  to  all 
his  expectations.  Daring  the  night  General  Schofield  fell  back  toward  Nash- 
ville. This  left  the  field  to  the  enemy — not  lost  by  battle,  but  voluntarily 
abandoned — so  that  General  Thomas'  whole  force  might  be  brought  together. 
The  enemy  followed  up  and  commenced  the  establishment  of  his  line  in  front 
of  Nashville  on  the  2d  of  December. 

As  soon  as  it  was  ascertained  that  Hood  was  crossing  the  Tennessee 
River,  and  that  Price  was  going  out  of  Missouri,  General  Rosecrans  was  o^ 
dered  to  send  to  General  Thomas  the  troops  of  General  A.  J.  Smith's  com- 
mand and  such  other  troops  as  he  could  spare.  The  advance  of  this  rein- 
forcement reached  Nashville  on  the  30th  of  November. 

On  the  morning  of  the  16th  of  December  General  Thomas  attacked  Hood 
In  position,  and,  in  a  battle  lasting  two  days,  defeated  and  drove  him  from 
the  field  in  the  utmost  confusion,  leaving  in  our  hands  most  of  his  artillery 
and  many  thousand  prisoners,  including  four  general  oflBcers. 

Before  the  battle  of  Nashville  1  grew  very  impatient  over,  as  it  appeared 
to  me,  the  unnecessary  delay.  This  impatience  was  increased  upon  learning 
that  the  enemy  had  sent  a  force  of  cavalry  across  the  Cumberland  into  Ken- 
tucky. I  feared  Hood  would  cross  his  whole  army  and  give  us  great  trouble 
there.  After  urging  upon  General  Thomas  the  necessity  of  immediately  a»- 
Burning  the  offensive,  I  started  west  to  superintend  matters  there  in  person. 
Reaching  Washington  City,  I  received  General  Thomas'  dispatch  announcing 
his  attack  upon  the  enemy,  and  the  result  as  far  as  the  battle  had  progressed. 
I  was  delighted.  All  fears  and  apprehensions  were  dispelled.  I  am  not  yet 
satisfied  but  that  General  Thomas,  immediately  upon  the  appearance  of 
Hood  before  Nashville,  and  before  he  had  time  to  fortify,  should  have  moved 
out  with  his  whole  force  and  given  him  battle,  instead  of  lEaiting  to  re-mount 
his  cavalay,  which  delayed  him  until  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  made  it 
impracticable  to  attack  earlier  than  he  did.  But  his  final  defeat  of  Hood 
was  so  complete  that  it  will  be  accepted  as  a  vindication  of  that  distinguished 
officer's  judgment. 

After  Hood's  defeat  at  Nashville  he  retreated,  closely  pursued  by  cavaliy 
and  infantry,  to  the  Tennessee  River,  being  forced  to  abandon  many  pieces 
of  artillery  and  most  of  his  transportation.  On  the  28th  of  December  our 
advance  forces  ascertained  that  he  had  made  good  his  escape  to  the  south 
side  of  the  river. 

About  this  time,  the  rains  having  set  in  heavily  in  Tennessee  and  North 
ALibama,  making  it  difificult  to  move  army  transportation  and  artillery,  Gren- 
eral  Thomas  stopped  the  pursuit  by  his  main  force  at  the  Tennessee  River. 

A  small  force  of  cavalry,  under  Colonel  W.  J.  Palmer,  Fifteenth  Pennsyl- 
vania volunteers,  continued  to  follow  Hood  for  some  distance,  capturing  con- 
siderable transportation  and  the  enemy's  pontoon  bridge.  The  details  of 
these  operations  will  be  found  clearly  set  forth  in  General  Thomas'  report 

A  cavalry  expedition,  under  Brevet  Major  General  Grierson,  started  from 
.  Memphis  on  the  21st  of  December.  On  the  26th  he  surprised  and  captured 
Forrest's  dismounted  camp  at  Verona,  Miss.,  on  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  rail- 
road, destroyed  the  railroad,  sixteen  cars  loaded  with  wagons  and  pontoons 
for  Hood's  army,  four  thousand  new  English  carbines,  and  lai^  amounts  of 
public  stores.  On  the  morning  of  the  28th  he  attacked  and  captured  a  force 
of  the  enemy  at  Egypt,  and  destroyed  a  train  of  fourteen  cars ;  thence  tam- 
ing to  the  south-west,  he  struck  the  Mississippi  Central  railroad  at  Winonay 
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destroyed  the  factories  and  large  amounts  of  stores  at  Bankston,  and  the 
machine  shops  and  public  property  at  Grenada,  arriving  at  Vicksburg  Janu- 
ary 5th. 

During  these  operations  in  Middle  Tennessee  the  enemy,  with  a  force  un- 
der General  Breckenridge,  entered  East  Tennessee.  On  the  13th  of  Novem- 
ber he  attacked  General  Gillem,  near  Morristown,  capturinff  his  artillery  and 
several  hundred  prisoners.  Gillem,  with  what  was  left  of  his  command,  re- 
treated to  Knoxville.  Following  up  his  success,  Breckenridge  moved  to  near 
Knoxvillc,  but  withdrew  on  the  18th  followed  by  General  Ammen.  Under 
the  directions  of  General  Thomas,  General  Stoneman  concentrated  the  com- 
mands of  Generals  Burbridge  and  Gillem  near  Bean's  Station,  to  operate 
against  Breckenridge,  and  destroy  or  drive  him  into  Virginia — destroy  the 
salt-works  at  Saltville,  and  the  railroad  into  Virginia  as  far  as  he  could  go 
without  endangering  his  command.  On  the  12th  of  December  he  com- 
menced his  movement,  capturing  and  dispersing  the  enemy's  forces  wherever 
he  met  them.  On  the  16th  he  struck  the  enemy,  under  Vaughn,  at  Marion, 
completely  routing  and  pursuing  him  to  Wytheville,  capturing  all  his  artil- 
lery, trains,  and  one  hundred  and  ninety-eight  prisoners;  and  destroyed 
Wytheville,  with  its  stores  and  supplies,  and  the  extensive  lead-works  near 
there.  Returning  to  Marion,  he  met  a  force  under  Breckenridge  consisting, 
among  other  troops,  of  the  garrison  of  Saltville,  that  had  started  in  pursuit 
He  at  once  made  arrangements  to  attack  it  the  next  morning ;  but  morning 
found  Breckenridge  gone.  He  then  moved  directly  to  Saltville,  and  de- 
stroyed the  extensive  salt-works  at  that  place,  a  large  amount  of  slx)res,  and 
captured  eight  pieces  of  artillery.  Having  thus  successfully  executed  his  in- 
structions, he  returned  General  Burbridge  to  Lexington  and  General  Gillem 
to  Knoxville.  . 

Wilmington,  N.  C,  was  the  most  important  sea-coast  port  left  to  the  en- 
emy through  which  to  get  supplies  from  abroad,  and  send  cotton  and  other 
products  out  by  blockade-runners,  besides  being  a  place  of  great  strategic 
value.  The  navy  had  been  makin<T  strenuous  exertions  to  seal  the  harbor  of 
Wilmington,  but  with  only  partial  effect.  The  nature  of  the  outlet  of  Cape 
Fear  River  was  such  that  it  reqiured  watching  for  so  gi-eat  a  distance,  that 
without  possession  of  the  land  north  of  New  Inlet,  or  Fort  Fisher,  it  was  im- 
possible for  the  navy  to  entirely  close  the  harbor  against  the  entrance  of 
blockade-run  ners. 

To  secure  the  possession  of  this  land  required  the  cooperation  of  a  land 
force,  which  I  agreed  to  furnish.  Immediately  commenced  the  assemblage- 
in  Hampton  Roads,  under  Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  of  the  most  formidable  ar- 
mada ever  collected  for  concentration  upon  one  given  point.  This  necessa- 
rily attracted  the  attention  of  the  enemy,  as  well  as  that  of  the  loyal  North ; 
and  through  the  imprudence  of  the  public  press,  and  very  likely  of  officers 
of  both  branches  of  service,  the  exact  object  of  the  expedition  became  a  sub- 
ject of  common  discussion  in  the  newspapers  both  North  and  South.  The 
enemy,  thus  warned,  prepared  to  meet  it.  This  caused  a  postponement  of 
the  expedition  until  the  latter  part  of  November,  when,  being  again  called 
upon  by  Hon.  G.  V.  Fox,  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  I  agreed  to  fur- 
nish the  men  required  at  once,  and  went  myself,  in  company  with  Major 
General  Butler,  to  Hampton  Roads,  where  we  had  a  conference  with  Admi- 
ral Porter  as  to  the  force  required  and  the  time  of  starting.  A  force  of  six 
thousand  five  hundred  men  was  regarded  as  sufficient.  The  time  of  starting 
was  not  definitely  arranged,  but  it  was  thought  all  would  be  ready  by  tho 
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Cth  of  December,  if  not  before.  Learning,  on  the  30tb  of  November,  that 
Brap:"^  had  pjone  to  Georgia,  taking  with  him  most  of  the  forces  about  Wii- 
min»^ton,  I  deemed  it  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  expedition  should 
reach  its  destination  before  the  return  of  Bragg,  and  directed  General  Butler 
to  make  all  arrangements  for  the  departure  of  Major  General  Weitzel,  who 
had  been  designated  to  command  the  land  forces,  so  that  the  navy  might  not 
be  detained  one  moment. 

On  the  6th  of  December  the  following  instructions  were  given : — 

CrrY  roiNT,  Ta.,  Decunber  6,  18G4- 

"  General  :-7-The  first  object  of  the  expedition  under  General  "Weitzel  is  to  clc*9e  to  the 
enemy  tlie  port  of  Wilmington.  If  guccesriful  in  this,  the  second  will  be  to  capture  Wil- 
mington itself.  There  are  reasonable  grounds  to  hope  for  8ucc*ess,  if  advantage  can  be 
taken  of  the  absence  of  the  greater  part  of  the  enemy's  forces  now  looking  after  Shorman 
in  Georgia.  The  directions  you  have  given  for  the  numbers  and  equipment  of  the  expedi- 
tion are  all  right,  except  in  the  unimportant  matter  of  where  they  embark  and  the  amount 
of  intrenching  tools  to  bo  taken.  The  object  of  the  expedition  will  be  gained  by  eflectinjj 
a  landing  on  the  mainland  between  Capo  Fear  River  and  the  Atlantic,  north  of  the  nonh 
entrance  to  the  river.  Should  such  landing  be  eflected  whilst  the  enemy  stills  holds  Furt 
Fisher  and  the  batteries  guarding  the  entrance  to  the  river,  then  the  troops  .should  intrench 
themselves,  and,  by  cooperating  with  the  navy,  effect  the  reduction  and  capture  of  tlu«e 
places.  These  in  our  hands,  the  navy  could  enter  the  harbor,  and  the  port  of  Wilmiuptiju 
would  bo  sealed.  Should  Fort  Fisher  and  the  point  of  land  on  which  it  is  built  fall  into 
the  hands  of  our  troops  immediately  on  landing,  then  it  will  Im)  worth  the  attempt  to  cap- 
ture "Wilmington  by  a  forced  march  and  surprise.  If  time  is  consumed  in  gaining  the  first 
object  of  the  expedition,  the  second  will  become  a  matter  of  after  con||deration. 

The  details  for  execution  are  intrusted  to  you  and  the  officer  immediately  in  command 
of  the  troops. 

Should  the  troops  under  General  Weitzel  fail  to  effect  a  landing  at  or  near  Fort  Fisher, 
they  wiil  bo  returned  to  the  armies  operating  against  Richmond  without  delav. 

U.  &  GRANT,  Lieutenant  GeneraV* 

Major  General  B.  F.  Butler 

General  Butler  commanding  the  army  from  which  the  troops  were  taken 
for  this  enterprise,  and  the  territory  within  which  they  were  to  operate,  mil- 
itary courtesy  required  that  all  orders  and  instructions  should  go  through 
him.  They  were  so  sent;  but  General  Weitzel  has  since  officially  informetl 
me  that  he  never  received  the  foregoing  instructions,  nor  was  he  aware  of 
their  existence  until  he  read  General  Butler's  published  official  report  of  the 
Fort  Fisher  failure,  with  my  indorsement  and  papers  accompanying  it.  I 
hiad  no  idea  of  General  Butler's  accompanying  the  expedition  until  the  even- 
ing before  it  got  off  from  Bermuda  Hundred,  and  then  did  not  dream  but 
that  General  Weitzel  had  received  all  the  instruction.^,  and  would  be  in  com- 
mand. I  rather  formed  the  idea  that  General  Butler  was  actuated  by  a  de- 
sire to  witness  the  effect  of  the  explosion  of  the  powder-boat.  The  expedi- 
tion was  detained  several  days  at  Hampton  lioads  awaiting  the  loading  of 
tlie  powder-boat. 

The  importance  of  getting  the  Wilmington  expedition  off  without  any  de- 
lay, with  or  without  the  powder-boat,  had  been  urged  upon  General  Butler, 
and  he  a<]vised  to  so  notify  Admiral  Porter. 

The  expedition  finally  got  off  on  the  13th  of  December,  and  arrived  at  the 
place  of  rendezvous,  off  New  Inlet,  near  Fort  Fisher,  on  the  evening  of  the 
15th.  Admiral  Porter  arrived  on  the  evening  of  the  18th,  having  put  in  at 
Beaufort  to  get  ammunition  for  the  monitors.  The  sea  becoming  rough, 
making  it  difficult  to  land  troops,  and  the  supply  of  water  and  coal  being 
about  exhausted,  the  transport  fleet  put  back  to  Beaufort  to  replenish ;  this, 
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Tvith  the  state  of  the  weather,  delayed  the  return  to  the  place  of  rendezvous 
until  the  24th.  The  powder-boat  was  exploded  on  the  nioniing  of  the  24th, 
before  the  return  of  General  Butler  from  Beaufort ;  but  it  would  seem,  from 
the  notice  taken  of  it  in  the  Southern  newspapers,  that  the  enemy  were  never 
enlightened  as  to  the  object  of  the  explosion  until  they  were  informed  by  the 
Northern  press. 

On  the  25th  a  landing  was  effected  without  opposition,  and  a  reconnois- 
sance,  under  Brevet  Brigadier  General  Curtis,  pushed  up  toward  the  fort. 
But  before  receiving  a  full  report  of  the  result  of  this  reconnoissance  General 
Butler,  in  direct  violation  of  the  instructions  given,  ordered  the  rcembarka- 
tion  of  the  troops  and  the  return  of  the  expedition. 

The  reeinbarkation  was  accomplished  by  the  moniing  of  the  27th. 

On  the  return  of  the  expedition,  officers  and  men — among  them  Brevet 
Major  General  (then  Brevet  Brigadier  General)  M.  R.  Curtis,  First  Lieutijn- 

ant   G.  W.   Ross,  Regiment   Vermont   volunteers,    First   Lieutenant 

George  W.  Walling  and  Second  Lieutenant  George  Simpson,  One  llundred 
and  Forty-second  New  York  volunteers — voluntarily  reported  to  me  that 
when  recalled  they  were  nearly  into  the  fort,  and,  in  their  opinion,  it  could 
have  been  taken  without  much  loss. 

Soon  after  the  return  of  the  expedition,  I  received  a  dispatch  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  a  letter  from  Admiral  Porter,  informing  me  that 
the  fleet  was  still  off  Fort  Fisher,  and  expressing  the  conviction  that,  under 
a  proper  leader,  the  place  could  be  taken.  The  natural  supposition  with  me 
was  that,  when  the  troops  abandoned  the  expedition,  the  navy  would  do  so 
also.  Finding  it  had  not,  however,  I  answered  on  the  30th  of  December, 
advising  Admiral  Porter  to  hold  on,  and  that  I  would  send  a  force  and  make 
another  attempt  to  take  the  place.  This  time  I  selected  Brevet  Major  Gen- 
eral (now  Major  General)  A.  II.  Terry  to  command  the  expedition.  The 
troops  composing  it  consisted  of  the  same  that  composed  the  former,  with 
the  addition  of  a  small  brigade,  numbering  about  one  thousand  five  hundred, 
and  a  small  siege  train.  The  latter  it  was  never  found  necessary  to  larid.  I 
communicated  direct  to  the  Commander  of  the  expedition  the  following  in- 
structions : — 

City  Point,  Ta.,  January  3,  1865. 

"General: — The  expedition  intrusted  to  jour  command  has  been  fitted  out  to  renew 
the  attempt  to  capture  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  and  Wilmington  ultimately,  if  the  fort  falla 
You  will,  then,  proceed  with  as  little  delay  as  po>8ible  to  the  naval  fleet  lying  off  Cape 
Fear  River,  and  report  the  arrival  of  youraelf  and  command  to  Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  com- 
manding Nortli  Atlantic  blockading  squadron. 

It  is  exceedingly  desirable  that  the  most  complete  understanding  should  exist  between 
yourself  and  the  naval  Commander.  I  suggest,  therefore,  that  you  consult  with  Admiral 
Porter  freely  and  get  from  him  tho  part  to  be  performed  by  each  branch  of  the  public 
eervico,  so  that  there  may  bo  unity  of  action.  It  would  be  well  to  have  the  whole  pro- 
gramme laid  down  in  writing.  I  have  8er\'ed  with  Admiral  Porter,  and  know  tliat  you 
can  rely  on  his  judgment  and  his  nerve  to  undertake  what  he  proposes.  I  would,  there- 
fore deftT  to  him  as  much  as  is  consistent  with  your  own  responsibilities.  The  first  object 
t«  be  attained  is  to  get  a  lirra  position  on  the  spit  of  land  on  which  Fort  Fi^-her  is  built, 
from  which  you  can  operate  against  that  fort.  You  want  to  look  to  the  practicability  of 
receiving  your  supplies,  and  to  defending  yourself  against  superior  forces  sent  against  you 
by  any  of  the  avenues  lefl  open  to  the  enemy.  If  such  a  position  can  bo  obtained,  the 
siege  of  Fort  Fishrr  will  not  be  abandoned  until  its  reduction  is  accomplished  or  another 
plan  of  campaign  is  ordered  from  these  head-quarters. 

My  own  views  are  that,  if  you  effect  a  landing,  the  navy  ought  to  run  a  portion  of  their 
fleet  into  Capo  Fear  River,  while  the  balance  of  it  operates  on  the  outside.  Lnnd  forces 
can  not  invest  Fort  Fisher,  or  cut  it  off  from  supplies  or  rciuforcemeuts,  while  the  river  j 
in  possession  of  the  enemy. 
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A  slefi:©  train  will  be  loaded  on  vessels  and  sent  to  Fort  Monroe,  in  readiness  to  be  sent 
to  you  if  required.     All  other  supplies  can  be  drawn  from  Beaufort  as  you  need  them. 

keep  the  Heet  of  vessels  with  you  until  your  position  is  assured.  When  you  find  tliey 
can  be  spared,  order  them  back,  or  such  of  them  as  you  can  spare,  to  Fort  Monroe,  to  re* 
port  for  orders. 

In  case  of  failure  to  effect  a  land'ng,  bring  your  command  back  to  Beaufort,  and  report 
to  these  head-quarters  for  further  instructions.  You  will  not  debark  at  Beaufort  until  w 
directed. 

Genoral  Sheridan  has  been  ordered  to  send  a  division  of  troops  to  Baltimore,  and  place 
them  on  sea-going  vessels.  These  troops  will  be  brought  to  Fort  Monroe  and  kept  there 
on  the  vessel  until  you  are  heard  from.  Should  you  require  them  they  will  be  sent  to 
you. 

U.  S.  GRANT,  LieuUnani  General 

Brevet  Mtyor  General  A.  II.  Terbt. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  C.  B.  Comstock,  Aide-de-camp,  (now  Brevet  Brigadier 
General,)  who  accompanied  the  former  expedition,  was  assigned  in  orders  as 
chief  enffineer  to  this. 

It  will  be  seen  that  these  instructions  did  not  differ  materially  from  those 
given  for  the  first  expedition ;  and  that  in  neither  instance  was  there  an  or- 
der to  assault  Foct  Fisher.  This  was  a  matter  left  entirely  to  the  discretion 
of  the  commanding  officer. 

The  expedition  sailed  from  Fort  Monroe  on  the  morning  of  the  6th,  arriv- 
ing on  the  rendezvous,  off  Beaufort,  on  the  8th,  where,  owing  to  the  difiicul* 
ties  of  the  weather,  it  lay  until  the  morning  of  the  12th,  when  it  got  nnder 
way  and  reached  its  destination  that  evening.  Under  cover  of  the  fleet  the 
disembarkation  of  the  troops  commenced  on  the  morning  of  the  13th,  and 
by  3  o'clock  p.  m.  was  completed  without  loss.  On  the  14th  a  reconnois^ 
sance  was  pushed  to  within  ^ve  hundred  yards  of  Fort  Fisher,  and  a  small 
advance  work  taken  possession  of  and  turned  into  a  defensive  line  agmnst 
any  attempt  that  might  be  made  from  the  fort.  This  reconnoissance  dis- 
closed the  fact  that  the  front  of  the  work  had  been  seriously  injured  by  the 
navy  fire.  In  the  afternoon  of  the  16th  the  fort  was  assaulted,  and  after 
most  desperate  fighting  was  captured  with  its  entire  garrison  and  armament 
Thus  was  secured,  by  the  combined  efforts  of  the  navy  and  army,  one  of  the 
most  important  successes  of  the  war.  Our  loss  was — killed,  one  hundred 
and  ten;  wounded,  five  himdred  and  thirty-six.  On  the  16th  and  I7th  the 
enemy  abandoned  and  blew  up  Fort  Caswell  and  the  works  on  Smith's  Island, 
which  were  immediately  occupied  by  us.  This  gave  us  entire  control  of  the 
mouth  of  the  Cape  Fear  River. 

At  mv  request  Major  General  B.  F.  Butler  was  relieved,  and  Major  Gen- 
eral E.  0.  C.  Ord  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Department  of  Virginia 
and  North  Carolina. 

The  defense  of  the  line  of  the  Tennessee  no  longer  requiring  the  force 
which  had  beaten  and  nearly  destroyed  the  only  army  threatening  it,  I  de- 
termined fo  find  other  fields  of  operation  for  General  Thomas'  surplus  troops 
— fields  from  which  they  would  cooperate  with  other  movements.  General 
Thomas  was  therefore  directed  to  collect  all  troops,  not  essential  to  hold  his 
communications,  at  Eastport,  in  readiness  for  orders.  On  the  7th  of  January 
General  Thomas  was  directed,  if  he  was  assured  of  the  departure  of  Ilood 
south  from  Corinth,  to  send  General  Schofield  with  his  corps  cast  with  as 
little  delay  as  possible.  This  direction  was  promptly  complied  with,  and  the 
advance  of  the  corps  reached  Washington  on  the  23d  ot  the  same  month, 
whence  it  was  sent  to  Fort  Fisher  and  Newbern.     On  the  26th  be  was  di- 
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reeled  to  send  General  A.  J.  Smith's  command  and  a  division  of  cavalry  to 
report  to  General  Canby.  By  the  7th  of  February  the  whole  force  was  en 
route  for  its  destination. 

The  State  of  North  Carolina  was  constituted  into  a  military  department, 
and  General  Schofield  assigned  to  command,  and  placed  under  the  orders  of 
Major  General  Sherman.     The  following  instructions  were  given  him : — 

City  Poixt,  Ya.,  January  31,  1865. 

"General: —  ♦  ♦  ♦  Your  movements  are  intended  as  cooperative  with  Sherman's 
through  the  States  of  South  and  North  Carolina.  The  first  point  to  be  attained  is  to  se- 
cui'e  Wilmington.  Goldsboro'  will  then  be  your  objective  point,  moving  either  from  Wil- 
mington or  Newbem,  or  both,  as  you  deem  best.  Should  you  not  be  able  to  reach  Golds- 
boro', you  will  advance  on  the  lino  or  lines  of  railway  connecting  that  place  with  the  sea- 
coast^ — as  near  to  it  as  you  can,  building  the  road  behind  you.  The  enterprise  under  you 
has  two  objects;  the  first  is  to  give  General  Sherman  material  aid,  if  needed,  in  his  march 
north;  tlie  second,  to  open  a  base  of  supplies  for  him  on  his  line  of  march.  As  soon, 
therefore,  as  you  can  determine  which  of  the  two  points,  Wilmington  or  Newbem,  you 
can  best  u?o  for  throwing  supplies  from  to  the  interior,  you  will  commence  the  accumula- 
tion of  twenty  days'  rations  and  forage  for  sixty  thousand  men  and  twenty  thousand  ani- 
mals. You  will  get  of  these  as  many  as  you  can  house  and  protect  to  such  point  in  the 
interior  as  you  may  be  able  to  occupy.  I  believe  General  Palmer  has  received  some  in- 
structions direct  from  Geacral  Sherman  on  the  subject  of  securing  supplies  for  his  army. 
You  can  learn  what  steps  he  has  taken  and  be  governed  in  your  requisitions  accordingly. 
A  supply  of  ordnance  stores  will  also  be  necessary. 

Make  all  requisitions  upon  the  Chiefs  of  their  respective  departments  in  the  field  with 
me  at  City  Point  Communicate  with  me  by  every  opportunity,  and  should  you  deem  it 
necessary  at  any  time,  send  a  special  boat  to  Portress  Monroe,  from  which  point  you  caa 
communicate  by  telegraph. 

The  supplies  referred  to  in  these  mstructions  are  exclusive  of  those  required  for  your 
own  command. 

The  movements  of  the  enemy  may  justify  or  even  make  it  your  imperative  duty  to  cut 
loose  from  your  base  and  strike  for  the  interior  to  aid  Sherman.  In  such  case  you  will 
act  on  your  own  judgment,  without  waiting  for  instruotions.  You  will  report,  however, 
what  you  purpose  doing.  The  details  for  carrying  out  these  instructions  are  necessarily 
left  to  you.  I  would  urge,  however,  if  I  did  not  know  that  you  are  already  fully  alive  to 
the  importance  of  it,  prompt  action.  Sherman  may  be  looked  for  in  the  tieighborhood  of 
Goldsboro'  any  time  from  the  2 2d  to  the  28th  of  February ;  this  limits  your  time  very 
materially. 

If  rolling  stock  is  not  secured  in  the  capture  of  Wilmington,  it  can  be  ^applied  from 
Washington.  A  large  force  of  railroad  men  have  already  been  sent  to  Beaufort,  and  othei 
mechanics  will  go  to  Fort  Fisher  in  a  day  or  two.  On  tliis  point  I  have  uiformed  you  by 
telegraph. 

V.  S.  GRANT,  Lieutenant  General^ 

Major  General  J.  M.  ScHonKLD. 

Previous  to  giving  these  instructions  I  had  visited  Fort  Fisher,  acconK 
pauied  by  General  Schofield,  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  for  myself  the  condi- 
tion of  things,  and  personally  confernnc;  with  General  Terry  and  Admiral 
Porter  as  to  what  was  best  to  be  done. 

Anticipating  the  arrival  of  General  Sherman  at  Savannah — his  army  etr- 
tirely  foot-loose,  Ilood  being  then  before  Nashville,  Tenn.,  the  Southern  rail- 
roads destroyed,  so  that  it  would  take  several  months  to  reestablish  a  through 
line  from  west  to  east,  and  regardmg  the  capture  of  Lee's  army  na  the  most 
important  operation  toward  closing  the  rebellion — I  sent  orders  to  General 
Sherman,  on  the  6th  of  December,  that  after  establishing  a  base  on  the  sea- 
coa.st,  with  necessary  garrison,  to  include  all  his  artillery  and  cavalry,  to 
come  by  water  to  City  Point  with  the  balance  of  his  command. 

On  the  18th  of  Decemncr,  having  received  information  of  the  defeat  and 
utter  roui  'A  Hood' »  irmy  by  General  Thomas,  and  that,  owing  to  the  great 
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difBcultj  of  procuririg  ocean  transportation,  it  would  take  over  two  months 
to  transport  Sherman's  army,  and  doubting  whether  he  might  not  contribute 
as  much  toward  the  desired  result  by  operating  from  where  he  was,  I  wrote 
to  him  to  that  effect,  and  asked  him  for  his  views  as  to  what  would  be  best 
to  do.  A  few  days  after  this  I  received  a  communication  from  General 
Sherman,  of  date  16th  December,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  my  order  of 
the  6th,  and  informing  me  of  his  preparations  to  carry  it  into  effect  as  soon 
as  he  could  get  transportation.  Also,  that  he  had  expected,  upon  reducing 
Savannah,  instantly  to  march  to  Columbia,  S.  C,  thence  to  Raleigh,  and 
thence  to  report  to  me ;  but  that  this  would  consume  about  six  weeks'  time 
after  the  fall  of  Savannah,  whereas  by  sea  he  could  probably  reach  me  by  the 
middle  of  January.  The  confidence  he  manifested  in  this  letter  of  being  able 
to  march  up  and  join  rae  pleased  me,  and,  without  waiting  for  a  reply  to  my 
letter  of  the  18th,  I  directed  him,  on  the  28th  of  December,  to  make  prepa- 
rations to  start,  as  he  proposed,  without  delay,  to  break  up  the  railroads  in 
North  and  South  Carolina  and  join  the  armies  operating  against  Iwichmond 
as  soon  as  he  could. 

On  the  21dt  of  January  I  informed  Generjil  Sherman  that  I  had  ordered 
the  Twenty-third  Coips,  Major  General  Schoiicld  commanding,  cast ;  that  it 
Slumbered  about  twenty-one  thousand  men ;  that  we  had  at  Fori  Fisher  about 
eight  thousand  men;  at  Newbern  about  four  thousand;  that  if  Wilmin^on 
was  captured  General  Schofield  would  go  there ;  if  not,  lie  would  be  sent  to 
Newbern ;  that,  in  either  event,  all  the  surplus  force  at  both  points  would 
move  to  the  interior  toward  Goldsboro',  in  cooperation  with  his  movement; 
that  from  either  point  railroad  communication  could  be  run  out ;  and  that 
all  these  troops  would  be  subject  to  his  orders  as  he  came  into  communica- 
tion with  them. 

In  obedience  to  his  instnictions  General  Schofield  proceeded  to  reduce 
Wilmington,  N.  C,  in  cooperation  with  the  navy  under  Admiral  Porter, 
moving  his  forces  up  both  sides  of  the  Cape  Fear  River.  Fort  Anderson, 
the  enemy's  main  defense  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river,  was  occupied  on  tho 
morning  of  the  19th,  the  enemy  having  evacuated  it  after  our  appearance 
before  it. 

After  fighting  on  the  20th  and  2l8t,  our  troops  entered  Wilmington  on 
the  morning  of  the  22d,  the  enemy  having  retreated  toward  Goldsboro* 
during  the  night.  Preparations  were  at  once  made  for  a  movement  on 
Goldsboro'  in  two  columns — one  from  Wilmington,  and  the  other  from 
Newbern — and  to  repair  the  railroads  leading  there  from  each  place,  as  well 
us  to  supply  General  Sherman  by  Cape  Fear  River,  toward  Fayetteville,  if  it 
became  necessary.  The  column  from  Newbern  was  attacked  on  the  8th  of 
March  at  Wise's  Forks,  and  driven  back  with  the  loss  of  several  hundred 
prisoners.  On  the  11th  the  enemy  renewed  his  attack  upon  our  intrenched 
position,  but  was  repulsed  with  severe  loss,  and  fell  back  during  the  night 
On  the  14th  the  Neuse  River  was  crossed  and  Kinston  occupied,  and  on  the 
21st  Goldsboro'  was  entered.  The  column  from  Wilmington  reached  Cox's 
Bridge,  on  the  Neusc  River,  ten  miles  above  Goldsboro',  on  the  22d. 

By  the  Ist  of  February  General  Sherman's  whole  army  was  in  motion  from 
Savannah.  He  captured  Columbia,  S.  C,  on  the  l7th;  thence  moved  on 
Goldsboro',  N.  C,  via  Fayetteville,  reaching  the  latter  place  on  the  12th  of 
March,  opening  up  communication  with  General  Schofield  by  way  of  Cape 
Fear  River.  On  the  15th  he  resumed  his  march  on  Goldsboro'.  He  met  a 
force  of  the  enemy  at  Averysboro',  and  after  a  severe  fight  defeated  and  com- 
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pellcd  it  to  retreat.  Our  loss  in  the  engao^ement  was  about  six  hundred. 
The  enemy's  loss  was  much  greater.  On  the  18th  the  combined  forces  of 
the  enemy,  under  Joe  Johnston,  attacked  his  advance  at  Bentonville,  captur- 
ing three  guns  and  driving  it  back  upon  the  main  body.  General  Slocum, 
who  was  in  the  advance,  ascertaining  that  the  whole  of  Johnston's  army  was 
in  the  front,  arranged  his  troops  on  the  defensive,  intrenched  himself,  and 
awaited  reinforcements,  which  were  pushed  forward.  On  the  night  of  the 
21st  the  enemy  retreated  to  Smithfield,  leaving  his  dead  and  wounded  in  our 
hands.  From  there  Sherman  continued  to  Goldsboro',  which  place  had  been 
occupied  by  General  Schofield  on  the  21st,  (crossing  the  Neuse  River  ten 
miles  above  there,  at  Cox's  Bridge,  where  General  Terry  had  got  possession 
and  thrown  a  pontoon  bridge,  on  the  22d,)  thus  forming  a  junction  with  the 
columns  from  Newbern  and  Wilmington. 

Among  the  important  fruits  of  this  campaign  was  the  fall  of  Charleston,  S. 
C.  It  was  evacuated  by  the  enemy  on  the  night  of  the  l7th  of  February, 
and  occupied  by  our  forces  on  the  18th. 

On  the  morning  of  the  31st  of  January  General  Thomas  was  directed  to 
send  a  cavalry  expedition  under  General  Stoneman  from  East  Tennessee,  to 
penetrate  South  Carolina  well  down  toward  Columbia,  to  destroy  the  rail- 
roads and  military  resources  of  the  country,  and  return,  if  he  was  able,  to 
East  Tennessee,  by  way  of  Salisbury,  N.  C,  releasing  our  prisoners  there,  if 
possible.  Of  the  feasibility  of  this  latter,  however.  General  Stoneman  was  to 
judge.  Sherman's  movements,  I  had  no  doubt,  would  attract  the  attention 
of  all  the  force  the  enemy  could  collect  and  facilitate  the  execution  of  this. 
General  Stoneman  was  so  late  in  making  his  start  on  this  expedition,  (and 
Sherman  having  passed  out  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,)  on  the  27th  of 
February  I  directed  General  Thomas  to  change  his  course,  and  ordered  him 
to  repeat  his  raid  of  last  Fall,  destroying  the  railroad  toward  Lynchburor  as 
far  as  he  could.  This  would  keep  him  between  our  garrisons  in  East  Ten- 
nesse  and  the  enemy.  I  regarded  it  not  impossible  that  in  the  event  of  the 
enemy  being  driven  from  Richmond  he  might  fall  back  to  Lynchburg  and 
attempt  a  raid  north  through  East  Tennessee.  On  the  14th  of  February  the 
following  communication  was  sent  to  General  Thomas : — 

City  Point,  Va.,  February  14,  1865. 

"  General  Canby  is  preparing  a  movement  from  Mobile  Bay  against  Mobile  and  the  in- 
terior of  Alabama.  Hi3  force  will  consist  of  about  twenty  thousand  men,  besides  A.  J. 
Smith's  command.  The  cavalry  you  have  sent  to  Canby  will  be  debarked  at  Vicksburg. 
It,  with  the  availalrle  cavalry  already  in  that  section,  will  move  from  there  eastward,  in 
cooperation,  llood's  army  has  been  terribly  reduced  by  tlie  severe  punishment  you  pave 
it  in  Tennessee,  by  desertion  consequent  upon  their  defeat,  and  now  by  the  withdrawal 
of  many  of  them  to  oppose  Sherman.  (I  take  it  a  large  portion  of  the  infantry  has  been  so 
withdrawn.  It  is  so  asserted  in  the  Richmond  papers,  and  a  member  of  the  rel)el-  Con- 
gress said,  a  few  days  since,  in  a  speech,  that  one-half  of  it  had  been  brought  to  South 
Carolina  to  oppose  Slierman.)  This  being  tnie,  or  even  if  it  is  not  true,  Canby's  move- 
ments will  attract  all  the  attention  of  the  enemy,  and  leave  the  advance  from  your  stand- 
point easy.  I  think  it  advisable,  therefore,  that  you  prepare  as  much  of  a  cavalry  force  as 
you  can  spare,  and  hold  it  in  readiness  to  go  south.  The  object  would  be  three-fold :  first, 
to  attract  as  much  of  the  enemy's  force  as  possible  to  insure  success  to  Canby;  second,  to 
destroy  the  enemy's  line  of  communications  and  military  resources;  third,  to  destroy  or 
capture  their  forces  brought  into  the  field.  Tuscaloosa  and  Selmu  would  probably  be  the 
points  to  direct  the  expedition  against.  This,  however,  would  not  be  so  important  as  the 
mere  fact  of  penetrating  deep  into  Alabama.  Discretion  should  be  left  to  the  officer  com- 
manding the  expedition  to  go  where,  according  to  the  information  ho  may  receive,  he  will 
best  secure  the  objects  named  above. 

Now  that  your  force  has  been  so  much  depleted,  I  do  not  know  what  number  of  men 
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you  pan  put  into  the  fioid.  Tf  not  more  than  five  thousand  men,  however,  all  cavalry,  I 
think  it  will  be  spflBcient.  It  is  not  desirable  that  you  should  start  this  exi>edition  until 
the  cno  leaving  Vicksburg  has  been  three  or  four  days  out,  or  even  a  week.  1  do  net 
know  when  it  will  start,  but  will  inform  you  by  telegraph  as  soon  os  I  learn.  If  you 
should  hear  through  other  sources  before  hearing  from  me,  you  can  act  on  the  information 
received. 

To  insure  success,  your  cavalry  should  go  with  as  little  wagon  train  as  possible,  rc-lying 
upon  the  country  for  supplies.  I  would  also  reduce  the  numlxjr  of  guns  to  a  batten-,  or 
the  number  of  batteries,  and  put  the  extra  teams  to  the  guns  taken.  No  guns  or  caissona 
should  \jQ  taken  with  less  than  eight  horses. 

Please  inform  me  by  telegraph,  on  receipt  of  this,  what  force  you  think  you  will  be  sbU 
to  send  under  these  directions. 

U.  S.  GRANT,  LieuUnant  C^eraU* 

Major  General  G.  H.  Thomas. 

On  the  15tli  he  was  directed  to  start  the  Expedition  as  soon  after  the  20th 
as  he  could  get  it  off. 

I  deemed  it  of  the  utmost  importance,  before  a  general  movement  of  the 
armies  operating  against  Richmond,  that  all  communications  with  the  city, 
north  of  James  River,  should  be  cut  off.  The  enemy  having  withdrawn  tha 
bulk  of  his  force  from  the  Shenandoah  Valley  and  sent  it  south,  or  replaced 
troops  sent  from  Richmond,  and  desiring  to  reinforce  Sherman,  if  practicable, 
whose  cavalry  was  greatly  inferior  in  numbers  to  that  of  the  enemy,  I  de- 
termined to  make  a  move  from  the  Shenandoah,  w^hich,  if  successful,  would 
accomplish  the  first  at  least,  and  possibly  the  latter,  of  these  objects.  I 
therefore  telegraphed  General  Sheridan  as  follows : — 

Cfty  Point,  Va.,  February  20,  1865 — 1  P.  M. 

** General: — As  soon  as  it  is  possible  to  travel  I  think  you  will  have  no  difficulty  about 
reaching  Lynchburg  with  a  cavalry  force  alone.  From  there  you  could  destroy  the  niilroad 
and  canal  in  everj'  direction,  to  as  to  be  of  no  further  use  to  the  rebellion.  SuffiiMent  cav- 
alry should  be  left;  behind  to  look  after  Mosby's  gang.  •  From  Lynchburg,  if  infomuiiion 
you  njight  get  there  would  justify  it,  you  could  strike  south,  heading  the  streams  in  Vir- 
ginia to  the  westward  of  Danville,  and  push  on  and  join  General  Sherman.  This  additional 
raid,  with  one  now  about  starting  from  East  Tennessee  under  Stoneman,  numbering  four  or 
five  thousand  cavalry,  one  from  Vicksburg,  numbering  seven  or  eight  thousand  cavalry, 
one  from  Eastport,  Miss.,  ten  thousand  cavalry,  Canby  from  Mobile  Bay  with  alout  thirty- 
eight  thousimd  mixed  troops,  these  three  latter  pushing  for  Tuscaloosa,  Selma.  and  Mont- 
gomery, and  Sherman  with  a  large  anny  eating  out  the  vitals  of  South  Carohna,  is  all  that 
will  be  wanted  to  leave  nothing  for  the  rebellion  to  stand  upon.  1  would  advise  you  to 
overcome  great  obstacles  to  accomplish  this.  Charleston  was  evacuated  on  Tuesday 
last 

U.  &  GRANT,  Lieuienani  GeneraV 

Major  General  P.  H.  Sheridan. 

On  the  25th  I  received  a  dispatch  from  General  Sheridan  inquiring  where 
Sherman  was  aiming  for,  and  ii  I  could  give  him  definite  information  as  to 
the  points  he  might  be  expected  to  move  on  this  side  of  Charlotte^  N.  C.  In 
answer  the  following  telegram  was  sent  him : — 

Cttt  Point,  Va..  Ikbrttary  25,  1865. 

"GrKERAL: — Sherman's  movements  will  depend  on  the  amount  of  oppoution  he  meet 
with  from  the  enemy.  If  strongly  opposed,  he  may  possibly  have  to  fall  back  to  George- 
town, S.  C,  and  fit  out  for  a  new' start.  I  think,  however,  all  danger  for  the  necesBity  of 
going  to  that  point  has  passed.  I  believe  he  has  passed  Charlotte.  Ho  may  take  Fay- 
cttcville  on  his  way  to  Goldsboro'.  If  you  reach  Lynchburg,  you  will  have  to  be  guidtid 
in  your  afler  movements  by  the  information  you  obtain.  Before  you  could  possibly  reach 
Sherman,  I  think  you  would  find  him  moving  from  Goldsboro'  toward  Raleigli,  cr'engag- 
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ing  the  enemy  strongly  posted  at  one  or  the  other  of  these  places,  with  railroad  commu- 
nications opened  from  his  army  to  Wilmington  or  Newbem. 

U.  a  GRANT,  Lieutenant  GtfneraV^ 
Mig'or  General  P.  H.  Shxridax. 

General  Sheridan  moved  from  Winchester  on  the  27th  of  February,  with 
two  divisions  of  cavalry,  numbering  about  five  thousand  each.  On  the  1st 
of  March  he  secured  the  bridge,  which  the  enemy  attempted  to  destroy,* 
across  the  middle  fork  of  the  Shenandoah,  at  Mount  Crawford,  and  entered 
Staunton  on  the  2d,  the  enemy  having  retreated  on  Waynesboro'.  Thence 
he  pushed  on  to  Waynesboro',  where  he  found  the  enemy  in  force  in  an  in- 
trenched position,  under  General  Early.  Without  stopping  to  make  a  re- 
connoissance,  an  immediate  attack  was  made,  the  position  was  earned,  and 
one  thousand  six  hundred  prisoners,  eleven  pieces  of  artillery,  with  horses 
and  caissons  complete,  two  liundred  wagons  and  teams  loaded  with  subsist- 
ence, and  seventeen  battle  flags,  were  captured.  The  prisoners,  under  an  es- 
cort of  one  thousand  five  hundred  men,  were  sent  back  to  Winchester. 
Thence  he  marched  on  Charlottesville,  destroying  effectually  the  railroad 
and  bridges  as  he  went,  which  place  ho  reached  on  the  3d.  Here  he  ro- 
niained  two  days,  destroying  the  railroad  toward  Richmond  and  Lynchburg, 
including  the  large  iron  bridges  over  the  north  and  south  forks  of  the  Ri- 
vanna  River,  and  awaiting  the  arrival  of  his  trains.  This  necessary  delay 
caused  him  to  abandon  the  idea  of  capturing  Lynchburg.  On  the  morning 
of  the  6th,  dividing  his  force  into  two  columns,  he  sent  one  to  Scotsville, 
whence  it  marched  up  the  James  River  canal  to  New  Market,  destroying 
every  lock,  and  in  many  places  the  bank  of  the  canal.  From  here  a  force 
was  pushed  out  from  this  column  to  Duiguidsville,  to  obtain  possession  of 
the  bridge  across  the  James  River  at  that  place,  but  failed.  The  enemy 
burned  it  on  our  approach.  The  enemy  also  burned  the  bridge  across  the 
river  at  Hardwicksville.  The  other  column  moved  down  the  railroad  toward 
Lynchburg,  destroying  it  as  far  as  Amherst  Court-IIouse,  sixteen  miles  from 
Lynchburg;  thence  across  the  country,  uniting  with  the  column  at  New 
Market.  The  river  being  very  high  his  pontoons  would  not  reach  across  it; 
and  the  enemy  having  destroyed  the  bridges  by  which  he  had  hoped  to  cross 
the  river  and  get  on  the  South-side  railroad  aoout  Farmville,  and  destroy  it 
to  Appomattox  Court-IIouse,  the  only  thing  left  for  him  was  to  return  to 
Winchester  or  strike  a  base  at  the  White  House.  Fortunately  he  chose  the 
latter.  From  New  Market  he  took  up  his  line  of  march,  following  the  canal 
toward  Richmond,  destroying  every  lock  upon  it  and  cutting  the  banks 
wherever  practicable,  to  a  point  eight  miles  east  of  Goochland,  concentrating 
the  whole  force  at  Columbia  on  the  10th.  Here  he  rested  one  day,  and  sent 
through  by  scouts  information  of  his  whereabouts  and  purposes,  and  a  re- 
quest for  supplies  to  meet  him  at  White  House,  which  reached  me  on  the 
night  of  the  12th.  An  infantry  foVce  was  immediately  sent  to  get  posses- 
sion of  White  Housd,  and  supplies  were  forwarded.  Moving  from  Columbia 
in  a  direction  to  threaten  Richmond,  to  near  Ashland  Station,  he  crossed  the 
Annas,  and  after  having  destroyed  all  the  bridges  and  many  miles  of  the 
railroad,  proceeded  down  the  north  bank  of  the  Famunkey  to  White  House, 
which  place  he  reached  on  the  19th. 

Previous  to  this  the  following  communication  was  sent    to    General 

Thomas : — 

Cmr  Point,  Va.,  March  7,  1865—9:30  A.  M. 

'Gexeiul: — I  think  it  will  be  advisable  now  for  you  to  repair  tho  railroad  in  East 
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Tennessee,  nnd  throw  a  good  force  up  to  Bull's  Gap  and  fortify  there.  Supplies  at  Knoi- 
ville  could  always  be  got  forward  as  reftjuired.  With  Bull's  Gap  fortified,  you  can  occupy 
r.s  outposts  about  all  of  East  Tennessee,  and  be  prepared,  if  it  should  be  required  of  you  in 
tlie  'Spring,  to  make  a  campaign  toward  Lynchburg,  or  into  North  Carolina.  I  do  not 
thiijk  Stoneman  should  break  the  ro.'id  until  he  gets  into  Virginia,  unless  it  should  be  to 
cut  off  rolling  stock  that  may  bo  caught  west  of  tbnt. 

U.  S.  GRANT,  Lieutenant  General 
Major  General  G.  H.  Thomas. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  in  March,  1865,  General  Canby  "was  moving  an 
adequate  force  against  Mobile  and  the  army  defendinp:  it  under  General  iHck 
Taylor ;  Thomas  was  pushing  out  two  large  and  well-appointed  cavalry  ex- 
peditions— one  from  Middle  Tennessee  under  Brevet  Major  General  AVilsoa 
against  the  enemy's  vital  points  in  Alabama,  the  other  from  East  Tennessee 
under  Major  General  Stoueman  toward  Lynchbui^ — and  assembling  the  r^ 
mainder  of  his  available  forces  preparatory  to  offensive  operations  fi-ora  Ea^'* 
Tennessee ;  General  Sheridan's  cavalry  was  at  White  House ;  the  Armies  &^ 
the  Potomac  and  James  were  confronting  the  enemy  under  Lee  in  his  d^ 
fenses  of  Richmond  and  Petersburg;  General  Sherman  with  his  armies,  n 
inforced  by  that  of  General  Schofield,  was  at  Goldsboro' ;  General  Pope  w; 
making  preparations  for  a  spring  campaign  against  the  enemy  under  Kirbi 
Smith  and  Price,  west  of  the  Mississippi ;  and  General  Hancock  was  concen 


trating  a  force  in  the  vicinity  of  Winchester,  Va.,  to  guard  against  invasio 
or  to  operate  offensively,  as  might  prove  necessar}\ 

After  the  long  march  by  General  Sheridan's  cavalry  over  winter  roads,  ii 
was  necessary  to  rest  and  refit  at  White  House.    At  this  time  the  greatesi 
source  of  uneasiness  to  me  was  the  fear  that  the  enemy  would  leave  his  stro 
lines  about  Petersburg  and  Richmond  for  the  purpose  of  uniting  with  John 
ston,  before  he  was  driven  from  them  by  battle,  or  1  was  prepared  lo  m 
an  effectual  pursuit.    On  the  24th  of  March  General  Sheridan  moved  fro 
"\\niite  House,  crossed  the  James  River  at  Jones'  Landing,  and  formed 
junction  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  in  front  of  Petersburg  on  the  2Tth.«i«* 
During  this  move  General  Ord  sent  forces  to  cover  the  crossings  of  th^ 
Chickahominy. 

On  the  24th  of  March  the  following  instructions  for  a  general  movcmen^ 
of  the  armies  operating  against  Richmond  were  issued : — 

CiTT  PoiKT,  Va.,  ytarch  24,  1865. 

**  Gkxeral  : — On  the  29th  instant  the  armies  operating  a^nst  Richmond  will  bo  rnoTe^ 
by  our  left  for  the  double  purpose  of  turning  the  enemy  out  of  his  present  position  around. 
Petersburg,  and  to  insure  the  success  of  the  cavalry  under  General  Sheridan,  whicli  WtlB 
start  at  the  same  time,  in  its  efforts  to  reach  and  destroy  the  South-side  and  Danville  rait-' 
roads.  Two  corps  of  the  Army  of  tlie  Potomac  will  be  moved  at  first  in  two  eolumniv 
talking  the  two  roads  crossing  Hatclier's  Run  nearest  where  the  present  line  hold  by  of 
strikes  that  stream,  both  moving  toward  Dinwiddle  Court-IIousa 

Tlie  cavalry  under  General  Sheridan,  joined  by  the  division  now  under  General  Davicfl^ 
will  move  at  the  same  time  by  the  Weldon  road  and  the  Jerusalem  plank  road,  turning 
west  from  the  latter  before  crossing  the  Nottoway,  and  west  with  the  whole  column  befori 
rcai'hing  Stony  Creek.  General  Sheridan  will  then  move  independently,  under  other  Id- 
structions  which  will  be  given  him.  All  dismounted  cavalry  belonging  to  the  Army  cf 
the  Potomac,  and  the  dismounted  cavalry  fh>m  the  Middle  Military  Division  not  required 
for  guarding  proi;>erty  belonging  to  their  arm  of  service,  will  report  to  Brigadier  Genanl 
Benham,  to  be  added  to  the  defenses  of  City  Point  Major  General  Parke  will  be  left  ia 
command  of  all  the  army  left  for  holding  the  lines  about  Petersburg  and  City  Point,  siilh 
ject^  of  course,  to  orders  from  the  Commander  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  The  Km^ 
Army  Corps  will  bo  lefl  intact  to  hold  the  present  lino  of  works  so  long  as  the  whole  lam 
now  occupied  by  us  is  held.    Ifj  however,  iho  troops  to  the  left  of  the  Ninth  Corps 
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w\ttrMiHwn,  /lien  tha  lef\  of  the  corpg  may  be  thrown  back  so  as  to  occupy  the  position 
heUt  by  ihe  army  prior  to  the  capture  of  the  Weldon  road.  All  troops  to  the  led  of  the 
Ninth  Corps  will  be  held  in  readiness  to  move  at  the  shortest  notice  by  such  route  as  may 
be  designated  when  the  order  is  given. 

General  Ord  will  detach  three  divisions,  two  white  and  one  colDrcd,  or  so  much  of  them 
as  he  can,  and  hold  his  present  lines,  and  march  for  the  present  left  of  the  Army  of  tho 
Potomac.  Ill  the  absence  of  further  orders,  or  until  further  orders  are  given,  the  white 
divisions  will  follow  the  left  column  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  the  colored  division 
the  right  column.  During  tho  movement  Major  General  Weitzel  will  bo  left  in  command 
of  all  the  forces  remaining  behind  from  the  Army  of  the  James. 

Tho  movement  of  troops  from  tho  Army  of  the  James  will  commence  on  the  night  of  the 
27th  instant.  General  Ord  will  leave  behind  the  minimum  number  of  cavalry  necessary 
for  picket  duty,  in  the  absence  of  the  main  army.  A  cavalry  expedition  from  General 
Ord's  command  will  also  bo  started  from  Suffolk,  to  leave  there  on  Saturday,  the  1st  of 
April,  under  Colonel  Sumner,  for  tho  purpose  of  cutting  the  railroad  about  llicksford. 
This,  if  accomplished,  will  have  to  bo  a  surprise,  and  therefore  from  three  to  five  hundred 
men  will  be  sufficient.  They  should,  however,  be  supported  by  all  the  infantry  that  can 
be  spared  from  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,  as  far  out  as  to  where  the  cavalry  crosses  the 
Black  water.  The  crossing  should  probably  be  at  Uniten.  Should  Colonel  Sumner  suc- 
ceed in  reaching  the  Weldon  road,  he  will  be  instructed  to  do  all  the  damage  possible  to 
the  triangle  of  roads  between  Hicksford,  Weldon,  and  Gaston.  The  railroad  bridge  at 
Weldon  being  fiUed  up  for  the  passiige  of  carriages,  it  might  bo  practicable  to  destroy  any 
ficcumuhtion  of  supplies  the  enemy  may  have  collected  south  of  the  Roanoke.  All  the 
tri)Ops  will  move  with  four  days'  rations  in  haversacks,  and  eight  days'  in  wagons.  To 
avoid  n.s  much  hauling  as  possible,  and  to  give  the  Army  of  the  James  the  same  number 
of  dfiys'  supply  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  General  Ord  will  direct  his  commisj*ary  and 
quarter-master  to  have  sufficient  supplies  delivered  at  the  terminus  of  the  road  to  fill  up  in 
pa.ssing.  Sixty  rounds  of  ammunition  per  man  will  be  taken  in  wagons,  and  as  much 
grain  as  the  transportation  on  hand  will  carry,  after  taking  the  specified  amount  of  other 
sMpplies.  The  den.sely- wooded  country  in  which  the  army  has  to  operate  making  the  use 
of  much  artillery  impracticable,  the  amount  taken  with  the  army  will  be  reduced  to  six  op 
eight  guns  to  each  division,  at  the  option  of  the  army  Commanders. 

All  necessary  preparations  for  carrying  these  directions  into  operation  may  be  com- 
menced at  once.  The  reserves  of  the  Ninth  Corps  should  be  massed  as  nmch  as  possible. 
AVhilst  T  would  not  now  order  an  unconditional  attack  on  the  enemy's  line  by  them,  they 
sliould  be  ready,  and  should  make  the  attack  if  the  enemy  weakens  his  line  in  tlieir  front, 
without  waiting  for  orders.  In  case  they  carry  the  line,  then  the  whole  of  the  Ninth  Corps 
could  follow  up,  so  as  to  join  or  cooperate  with  the  balance  of  the  army.  To  prepare  for 
this,  tho  Ninth  Corps  wdl  have  rations  issued  to  them,  same  as  the  balance  of  the  army. 
General  Weitzel  will  keep  vigilant  watch  upon  his  front,  and  if  found  at  all  practicable  to 
break  throug?i  at  any  point,  he  will  do  so.  A  success  north  of  the  James  should  be  fol- 
lowed up  with  great  promptness.  An  attack  will  not  be  fea.siblo  unless  it  is  found  that 
the  enemy  has  detached  largely.  In  that  case  it  may  be  regarded  as  evident  that  the  en- 
emy are  relying  upon  their  local  reserves,  principally,  for  tho  defense  of  Richmond.  Prep- 
arations may  bo  made  for  abandoning  all  tho  Hue  north  of  the  James,  except  inclosed 
works — only  to  be  abandoned,  however,  after  a  break  is  made  in  the  lines  of  the  enemy. 

By  these  instructions  a  large  part  of  the  armies  operating  against  Richmond  is  left  be- 
hind. Tho  enemy,  knowing  this,  may,  as  an  only  chance,  strip  their  lines  to  the  merest 
skeleton,  in  the  hope  of  advantage  not  being  taken  of  it,  whilst  they  hurl  every  thing 
against  the  moving  column,  and  return.  It  can  not  be  impressed  too  strongly  upon  com- 
manders of  troops  left  in  the  trenches  not  to  allow  this  to  occur  without  taking  advantage 
of  it.  The  very  fact  of  the  enemy  coming  out  to  attack,  if  he  does  so,  might  be  regarded 
as  almost  conclusive  evidence  of  such  a  weakening  of  his  lines.  I  would  have  it  particu- 
larly enjoined  upon  corps  commanders  that,  in  case  of  an  attack  from  the  enemy,  those  not 
attacked  are  not  to  wait  for  orders  from  the  commanding  officer  of  the  army  to  which 
they  belong,  but  that  they  will  move  promptly,  and  notify  the  commander  of  their  action. 
I  would  also  enjoin  the  same  action  on  the  part  of  division  commanders  when  other  parts 
of  their  corps  are  'S.'^gaged.  In  hke  manner,  I  would  urge  the  importance  of  following  up  a 
repulse  of  the  enemy. 

U.  S.  GRANT,  Lieutenant  Ge.iercU:' 

Major  Generals  Meade,  Ord,  and  Sheridan. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  26th  the  enemy  assaulted  our  lines  in  front 
of  the  Ninth  Corps  (which  held  from  the  Appomattox  River  toward  our  left) 
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and  carried  Fort  Steadman,  and  a  part  of  the  line  to  the  riorht  and  left  of  it, 
established  themselves  and  turned  the  guns  of  the  fort  against  us;  but  our 
troops  on  either  flank  held  their  ground  until  the  resenes  were  brought  up, 
when  the  enemy  was  driven  back  with  a  heavy  loss  in  killed  and  wounded, 
and  one  thousand  nine  hundred  prisoners.  Our  loss  was  sixty-eiffbt  killed, 
three  hundred  and  thirty-seven  wounded,  and  five  hundred  and  six  lui&^ing. 
General  Meade  at  once  ordered  the  other  corps  to  advance  and  feel  tlie  en- 
emy in  their  respective  fronts.  Pushing  forward,  they  captured  and  held  the 
enemy's  strongly  intrenched  picket  line  in  front  of  the  Second  and  Sixth 
Corps,  and  eight  hundred  and  thirty -four  prisoners.  The  enemy  made  des- 
perate attempts  to  retake  this  line,  but  without  success.  Our  loss  in  front 
of  these  was  fifty-two  killed,  eight  hundred  and  sixty-four  wounded,  and  two 
hundred  and  seven  missing.  The  enemy's  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  va* 
far  greater. 

General  Sherman  having  got  his  troops  all  quietly  in  camp  about  GolJ^. 
boro,'  and  his  preparations  for  furnishing  supplies  to  them  perfected,  visiter^ 
me  at  City  Point  on  the  27th  of  March,  and  stated  that  he  would  be  reaJ,^.^ 
to  move,  as  he  had  previously  written  me,  by  the  1 0th  of  April,  fully  equi^^^ 
pcd  and  rationed  for  twenty  days,  if  it  should  become  necessary  to  bring  h^ 
comniaud  to  bear  against  Lee's  army,  in  cooperation  with  our  forces  in  fron      "^ 
of  Richmond  and  Petersburg.     General  Sherman  proposed  in  this  movemen'  ^ 
to  threaten  Raleigh,  and  then,  by  turning  suddenlv  to  the  right,  reach  th^ 
Roanoke  at  Gaston  or  thereabouts,  whence  he  coufd  move  on  to  the  Rich^ 
mond  and  Danville  railroad,  striking  it  in  the  vicinity  of  Burkesville,  or  joi 
the  armies  operating  against  Richmond,  as  might  be  deemed  best.     Tliis  pi 
he  was  directed  to  carry  into  execution  if  he  received  no  further  directions  i 
the  meantime.     I  explained  to  him  the  movement  I  had  ordered  to  corn^^ 
mence  on  the  29th  of  March.     That  if  it  should  not  prove  as  entirely  success— — 
ful  as  I  hoped,  I  would  cut  the  cavalry  loose  to  destroy  the  Danville  and^ 
South-side  railroads,  and  thus  deprive  the  enemy  of  further  supplies,  and  also^ 
prevent  the  rapid  concentration  of  Lee's  and  Johnston's  armies. 

I  had  spent  days  of  anxiety  lest  each  morning  should  bring  the  report  thatstf 
the  enemy  had  retreated  the  night  before.     I  was  firmly  convinced  thaISS 
Sherman's  crossing  the  Roanoke  would  be  the  signal  for  Lee  to  leave.     Witb^ 
Johnston  and  him  combined,  a  long,  tedious,  and  expensive  campaign,  con — - 
Buming  most  of  the  Summer,  might  become  necessary.     By  moving  out  IC^ 
would  put  the  army  in  better  condition  for  pursuit,  and  would  at  least,  bj^ 
the  destruction  of  the  Danville  road,  retard  the  concentration  of  the  two  ar- 
mies of  Lee  and  Johnston,  and  cause  the  enemy  to  abandon  much  material 
Chat  he  might  otherwise  save.     I  therefore  determined  not  to  delay  the 
movement  ordered. 

On  the  night  of  the  27th  Major  General  Ord,  with  two  divisions  of  the 
Twenty-fourth  Corps,  Major  General  Gibbon  commanding,  and  one  division 
of  the  Twenty-fiflh  Corps,  Brigadier  General  Bimey  commanding,  and 
McKenzie's  cavalry,  took  up  his  line  of  march  in  pursuance  of  the  foregoing 
instructions,  and  reached  the  position  assigned  him  near  Hatcher's  Run  on 
the  morning  of  the  29th.  Ou  the  28th  the  following  instructions  were  giveo 
to  General  Sheridan : — 

City  Point,  Ta.,  Ifmrch  28,  18C5. 

"Gexeral:— The  Fiflh  Array  Corps  will  move  by  the  Vaughn  road  at  3  a.  y.  U^ 
morrow  morning.  Tlie  Second  mores  at  about  9  A.  M ,  having  but  about  three  ntiles  to 
march  to  reach  the  point  designated  for  it  to  take  on  the  right  of  the  Fifth  Corp^  after  the 
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latter  reaching  Dinwiddic  Court-House.  Move  your  cavalry  at  as  early  an  hour  as  you 
can,  and  without  being  confined  to  any  particular  road  or  roads.  Tou  may  go  out  by  the 
nearest  roads  in  rear  of  the  Fifth  Ck}rp8,  pass  by  its  left,  and,  passing  near  to  or  through 
Dinwiddie,  reach  the  right  and  rear  of  the  enemy  as  soon  as  you  can.  It  is  not  the  inten- 
ti6n  to  attack  the  enemy  in  his  mtrenched  position,  but  to  force  him  out  if  possible. 
Should  he  come  out  and  attack  us,  or  get  himself  where  he  can  be  attacked,  move  in  with 
your  entire  force  in  your  own  way,  and  with  the  full  reliance  that  the  array  will  engage 
or  follow,  as  circumstances  will  dictate.  I  shall  be  on  the  field,  and  will  probably  be  able 
to  communicate  with  you.  Should  I  not  do  so,  and  you  find  that  the  enemy  keeps  within 
his  main  intrenched  line,  you  may  cut  loose  and  push  for  the  Danville  road.  If  you  find 
it  practicable,  I  would  like  you  to  cross  tlie  South-side  road,  between  Petersburg  and 
Burkesville,  and  destroy  it  to  some  extent.  I  would  not  advise  much  detention,  however, 
until  you  reach  the  Danville  road,  which  I  would  like  you  to  strike  as  near  to  the  Appo- 
matt*  )X  as  possible.  Make  your  destruction  on  that  road  as  complete  as  possible.  You  can 
then  pass  on  to  the  South-side  road,  west  of  Burkesville,  and  destroy  that  in  like  manner. 

Afler  having  accomplished  the  destruction  of  the  two  railroads,  which  are  now  the  only 
avenues  of  supply  to  Lee's  army,  you  may  return  to  this  army,  selecting  your  road  further 
south,  or  you  may  go  on  into  North  Carolina  and  join  General  Sherman.  Should  you  se- 
lect tlie  latter  course,  get  the  information  to  me  as  early  as  possible,  so  that  I  may  send 
orders  to  meet  you  at  Goldsboro'. 

U.  S.  GRANT,  Lieutenant  General'' 

Major  General  P.  IL  Sheridan. 

On  the  morning  of  the  29th  the  movement  commenced.  At  night  the 
cavalry  was  at  Dinwiddie  Court-IIouse,  and  the  left  of  our  infantry  line  ex- 
tended to  the  Quaker  road,  near  its  intersection  with  the  Boydtown  plank 
road.  The  position  of  the  troops,  from  left  to  right,  was  as  follows : — Sheri- 
dan, "Warren,  Ilumphreys,  Ord,  Wright,  Parke. 

Every  thing  looked  favorable  to  the  defeat  of  the  enemy  and  the  capture 
of  Petersburg  and  Richmond,  if  the  proper  effort  was  made.  I  therefore  ad- 
dressed the  following  communication  to  General  Sheridan,  having  previously 
informed  him  verbally  not  to  cut  loose  for  the  raid  contemplated  in  his  of 
ders  until  he  received  notice  from  me  to  do  so : — 

Gratellt  Creek,  March  29,  1865. 

"General: — Our  line  is  now  unbroken  from  the  Appomattox  to  Dinwiddie.  "We  are 
all  ready,  however,  to  give  up  all,  from  the  Jerasalem  plank  road  to  Hatcher's  Run,  when- 
ever tlie  forces  can  be  used  advantageously.  After  getting  into  line  south  of  Hatcher's  we 
pushed  forward  to  find  the  enemy's  position.  General  GrifBn  was  attacked  near  where  the 
Quaker  road  intersects  the  Boydtown  road,  but  repulsed  it  easily,  capturing  about  one  hun- 
dred men.    Ilumphreys  reached  Dabney's  Mill,  and  was  pushing  on  when  last  heard  from. 

I  now  feel  like  ending  the  matter,  if  it  is  possible  to  do  so,  before  going  back.  I  do  not 
want  you,  therefore,  to  cut  loose  and  go  afler  the  enemy's  roads  at  present.  In  the  morn- 
ing push  around  the  enemy,  if  you  can,  and  get  on  to  his  right  rear.  Tlie  movements  of 
the  enemy's  cavalry  may,  of  course,  modify  your  action.  "We  will  act  all  together  as  one 
army  here  until  it  is  seen  what  can  be  done  with  the  enemy.  The  signal  officer  at  Cobb's 
Hill  reported,  ad  11:30  A.  M.,  that  a  cavalry  column  had  passed  that  point  from  Richmond 
toward  Petersburg,  taking  forty  minutes  to  pass. 

U.  S.  GRANT,  Lieutenant  General 

Major  General  P.  H.  SHsamAK. 

From  the  night. of  the  29th  to  the  morning  of  the  31st  the  rain  fell  in  such 
torrents  as  to  make  it  impossible  to  move  a  wheeled  vehicle,  except  as  cor- 
duroy roads  were  laid  in  front  of  them.  During  the  30th  Sheridan  advanced 
fi-om' Dinwiddie  Court-House  toward  Five  Forks,  where  he  found  the  enemy 
in  force.  General  Warren  advanced  and  extended  his  line  across  the  Boyd- 
town plank  road  to  near  the  White  Oak  road,  with  a  view  of  getting  across 
tlie  latter ;  but  finding  the  enemy  strong  in  his  front  and  extending  beyond 
his  left,  was  directed  to  hold  on  where  ne  was  and  fortify.    General  Hum- 
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phreys  drove  the  enemy  from  his  front  into  his  main  line  on  the  IlatcbeT. 
near  Burgess'  Mills.  Generals  Ord,  Wright,  and  Parke  made  examinations 
in  their  fronts  to  determine  the  feasibility  of  an  assault  on  the  enemy's  lines. 
The  two  latter  reported  favorably.  The  enemy  confronting  us,  as  he  did,  at 
every  point  from  Richmond  to  our  extreme  left,  I  conceived  his  lines  must  be 
weakly  held,  and  could  be  penetrated  if  my  estimate  of  his  forces  were  co^ 
rect.  I  determined,  therefore,  to  extend  my  line  no  further,  but  to  reinf  >rcc 
General  Sheridan  with  a  corps  of  infantry,  and  thus  enable  him  to  cut  loose 
and  turn  the  enemy's  right  flank,  and  with  the  other  corps  assault  the  ene- 
my's lines.  The  result  of  the  offensive  effort  of  the  enemy  the  week  before, 
when  he  assaulted  Fort  Steadman,  particularly  favored  this.  Tlie  enemy's 
intrenched  picket  line  captured  by  us  at  that  time  threw  the  lines  occupied 
by  the  belligerents  so  close  together  at  some  points  that  it  was  but  a  mo- 
ment's mu  from  one  to  the  other.  Preparations  were  at  once  made  to  re- 
lieve General  Humphreys'  corps  to  report  to  General  Sheridan;  but  the  con- 
dition of  the  roads  prevented  immediate  movement.  On  the  morning  of  the 
31st  General  Warren  reported  favorably  to  getting  possession  of  the  Whit4j 
Oak  road,  and  was  directed  to  do  so.  To  accomplish  this  he  moved  with 
one  division,  instead  of  his  whole  corps,  which  was  attacked  by  the  enemy 
in  superior  force  and  driven  back  on  the  second  division  before  it  had  time 
to  form,  and  it,  in  turn,  forced  back  upon  the  third  division,  when  the  enemy 
was  checked.  A  division  of  the  Second  Corps  was  immediately  sent  to  his 
support,  the  enemy  driven  back  with  heavy  loss,  and  possession  of  the  White 
Oak  road  gained.  Sheridan  advanced,  and  with  a  portion  of  his  cavalry  cjot 
possession  of  the  Five  Forks,  but  the  enemy,  after  the  affeir  with  the  Fifth 
Corps,  reinforced  the  rebel  cavalry  defending  that  point  with  infantry,  and 
forced  him  back  toward  Dinwiddie  Court-Iiouse.  Here  General  Sheridan 
displayed  great  generalship.  Instead  of  retreating  with  his  whole  command 
on  the  main  army,  to  tell  the  story  of  superior  forces  encountered,  he  de- 
ployed his  cavalry  on  foot,  leaving  only  mounted  men  enough  to  take  charge 
of  the  horses.  This  compelled  the  enemy  to  deploy  over  a  vast  ext<?nt  of 
woods  and  broken  country,  and  made  his  progress  slow.  At  this  juncture 
he  dispatched  to  me  what  had  taken  place,  and  that  he  was  dropping  back 
slowly  on  Dinwiddie  Court-IIouse.  General  McKenzie's  cavalry  and  'one 
division  of  the  Fifth  Corps  were  immediately  ordered  to  his  assistance.  Soon 
after,  receiving  a  report  from  General  Meade  that  Humphreys  could  hold  our 
position  on  the  Boydtown  road,  and  that  the  other  two  divisions  of  the  Fifth 
Corps  could  go  to  Sheridan,  they  were  so  ordered  at  once.  Thus  the  opera- 
tions of  the  day  necessitated  the  sending  of  Warren  because  of  his  accessi- 
bility, instead  of  Humphreys,  as  was  intended,  and  precipitated  intended 
movements.  On  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  April  General  Sheridan,  reinforced 
by  General  Warren,  drove  the  enemy  back  on  Five  Forks,  where,  late  in  the 
evening,  he  assaulted  and  carried  his  strongly  fortified  position,  capturing  all 
his  artillery  and  between  five  thousand  and  six  thousand  prisoners.  About 
the  close  of  this  battle  Brevet  Major  General  Charles  Griffin  relieved  Major 
General  Warren  in  command  of  the  Fifth  Corps.  The  report  of  this  reached 
me  after  nightfall.  Some  apprehensions  filled  my  mind  lest  the  enemy  might 
desert  his  lines  during  the  night,  and  by  falling  upon  General  Sheridan  before 
assistance  could  reach  him,  drive  him  from  his  position  and  open  the  way  for 
retreat.  To  guard  against  this  General  Miles'  division  of  Humphreys'  Corps 
was  sent  to  reinforce  liim,  and  a  bombardment  was  commenced  and  kept  up 
until  4  o'clock  in  the  morning,  (April  2,)  when  an  assault  was  ordered  on  the 
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enemy's  lines.  General  Wright  penetrated  the  lines  with  his  whole  corps, 
sweeping  every  thing  before  him  and  to  his  left  toward  Hatcher's  Run,  cap- 
turing many  guns  and  several  thousand  prisoners.  He  was  closely  followed 
by  two  divisions  of  General  Ord's  command,  until  he  met  the  other  division 
of  General  Ord's  that  had  succeeded  in  forcing  the  enemy's  lines  near  Hatci# 
cr's  Run.  Generals  Wright  and  Ord  immediately  swung  to  the  right,  and 
closed  all  of  the  enemy  oVi  that  side  of  them  in  Petersburg,  while  General 
Humphreys  pushed  forward  with  two  divisions  and  joined  General  Wrigiit 
on  the  left.  General  Parke  succeeded  in  carrying  the  enemy's  main  line, 
capturing  guns  and  prisoners,  but  was  unable  to  carry  his  inner  line.  Gen- 
eral Sheridan  being  advised  of  the  condition  of  affairs  returned  General  Miles 
to  his  proper  command.  On  reaching  the  enemy's  lines  immediately  sur- 
rounding Petersburg,  a  portion  of  General  Gibbon's  Corps,  by  a  most  gallant 
charge,  captured  two  strong  inclosed  works — the  most  salient  and  command- 
ing sonth  of  Petersburg — thus  materially  shortening  the  line  of  investment 
necessary  for  taking  in  the  city.  The  enemy  south  of  Hatcher's  Run  re- 
treated westward  to  Sutherland's  Station,  where  they  were  overtaken  by 
Miles'  division.  A  severe  engagement  ensued  and  lasted  until  both  his  right 
and  left  flanks  were  threatened  by  the  approach  of  General  Sheridan,  who 
was  moving  from  Ford's  Station  toward  Petersburg,  and  a  division  sent  by 
General  Meade  from  the  front  of  Petersburg,  when  he  broke  in  the  utmost 
confusion,  leaving  in  our  hands  his  guns  and  many  prisoners.  This  force  re- 
treated by  the  main  road  along  the  Appomattox  River.  During  the  night  of 
the  2d  the  enemy  evacuated  Petersburg  and  Richmond,  and  retreated  toward 
Danville.  On  the  morning  of  the  3d  pursuit  was  commenced.  General 
Sheridan  pushed  for  the  Danville  road,  keeping  near  the  Appomattox,  fol- 
lowed by  General  Meade  with  the  Second  and  Sixth  Corps,  while  Gtjneral 
Ord  moved  for  Burkesville  along  the  South-side  road;  the  Ninth  Cor|)s 
■stretched  along  that  road  behind  him.  On  the  4th  General  Sheridan  struck 
the  Danville  road  near  Jettersville,  where  he  learned  that  Lee  was  at  Amelia 
Court- House.  He  immediately  intrenched  himself  and  awaited  the  arrival 
of  General  Meade,  who  reached  there  the  next  day.  General  Ord  reached 
Burkesville  on  the  evening  of  the  5th. 

Oa  the  morning  of  the  5th  I  addressed  Major  General  Sherman  the  fol- 
lowing communication : — 

Wilson's  Station,  Aprils,  18G5. 

"General: — ^All  indications  now  are  that  Lee  will  attempt  to  reach  Danville  with  the 
remnant  of  his  force.  Sheridan,  who  was  up  with  him  last  night,  reports  all  that  is  left, 
horse,  foot,  and  dragoons,  at  twenty  thousand,  much  deraonilized.  We  hope  to  reduce 
this  number  one-half  I  shall  pusli  on  to  Burkesville,  and  if  a  stand  is  made  at  Danville, 
will  in  a  very  few  days  go  there.  If  you  can  po8si'>ly  do  so,  push  on  from  where  you  are, 
and  let  us  see  if  we  can  not  finish  the  job  with  Lee's  and  Johnston's  armies.  Whether  it 
will  be  better  for  you  to  strike  for  Greensboro',  or  nearer  to  Danville,  you  will  be  better 
able  to  judge  when  you  receive  thw.  Rebel  armies  now  are  the  only  strategic  points  to 
strike  at 

U.  S.  GRANT,  Lieutenant  General.'* 

Major  Greneral  W.  T.  Sheemax. 

On  the  morninpr  of  the  6th  it  was  found  that  General  Lee  was  moving 
west  of  Jettersville,  toward  Danville.  -  General  Sheridan  moved  with  his 
cavalry  (the  Fifth  Corps  having  been  returned  to  General  Meade  on  his 
reaching  Jettersville)  to  strike  his  flank,  followed  by  the  Sixth  Corps,  while 
the  Second  and  Fifth  Corps  pressed  hard  after,  forcing  him  to  abandon  sev- 
eral hundred  wagons  and  several  pieces  of  artillery.     General  Ord  advanced 
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from  Burkesv-ille  toward  Farraville,  sending  two  regiments  of  infantrr  and  a 
squadron  of  cavalry,  under  Brevet  Brigadier  General  Theodore  Road,  to 
reach  and  destroy  tlie  bridges.  This  advance  met  the  head  of  Lee's  column 
near  Farraville,  which  it  heroically  attacked  and  detained  until  General  Read 
\^  killed  and  his  small  force  overpowered.  This  caused  a  delay  in  the  en- 
emy's movements,  and  enabled  General  Ord  to  get  well  up  with  the  remain- 
der of  his  force,  on  meeting  which  the  enemy  immediately  intrenched  hinh 
self.  In  the  afternoon  General  Sheridan  struck  the  enemy  south  of  Sailor's 
Creek,  captured  sixteen  pieces  of  artillery,  and  about  four  hundred  wagons, 
and  detained  him  until  the  Sixth  Corps  got  up,  when  a  general  attack  of  in- 
fantry and  cavalry  was  made,  which  resulted  in  the  capture  of  six  thousand 
or  seven  thousand  prisoners,  among  whom  were  many  general  oflScers.  The 
movements  of  the  Second  Corps  and  General  Ord's  command  contributed 
greatly  to  the  day's  success. 

On  the  morning  of  the  7th  the  pursuit  was  renewed,  the  cavalry,  except 
one  division,  and  the  Fifth  Corps  moving  by  Prince  Edward's  Court-House; 
the  Sixth  Corps,  General  Ord's  command,  and  one  division  of  cavalry,  on 
Farraville,  and  the  Second  Corps  by  the  High  Bridge  road.  It  was  soon 
found  that  the  enemy  had  crossed  to  the  north  side  of  the  Appomattox ;  but 
80  close  was  the  pursuit  that  the  Second  Coi'ps  got  possession  of  the  common 
bridge  at  High  Bridge  before  the  enemy  could  destroy  it,  and  immediately 
crossed  over.  The  Sixth  Corps  and  a  division  of  cavalry  .crossed  at  Farm- 
ville  to  its  support. 

Feeling  now  that  General  Lee's  chance  of  escape  was  utterly  hopeless,  1 
addressed  him  the  following  communication  from  Farmville : — 

Apra  7,  1865. 

"  General  : — The  result  of  the  last  week  must  convince  you  of  the  hopelossmess  of  ftl^ 
ther  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  army  of  Northern  Virginia  in  this  struggle.  I  feel  thai 
it  is  80,  and  regard  it  as  my  duty  to  shift  from  myself  the  responsibility  of  any  further  eflfti- 
sion  of  blood  by  asking  of  you  the  surrender  of  that  portion  of  the  Confederate  States  army 
known  as  the  army  of  Northern  Vbginia. 

U.  &  GRANT,  LieuUnant  GeneraV 

Greneral  R  K  Lee. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  8th,  before  leaving,  I  received,  at  Farmville^ 
the  following : — 

April  7,  1865. 

*  Geneilvl  : — I  have  roceived  your  note  of  this  date.  Tliough  not  entertaining  the  opiiy 
ion  you  express  on  the  hopelessness  of  fhrther  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  army  of  North- 
em  Virginia,  I  reciprocate  your  desire  to  avoid  useless  effUsion  of  blood,  and  therefore,  beSan 
•onsidering  your  proposition,  ask  tlio  terms  you  will  offer  on  condition  of  its  surrender. 

R.  K  L££,  GtntraL 

Lieutenant  General  U.  S.  Grant. 

To  this  I  immediately  replied : — 

Apnl  8,  1865. 

"General: — Tour  note  of  last  evening,  in  reply  to  mine  of  same  date,  asking  the  cod- 
ditioii  on  which  I  will  accept  the  surrender  of  the  army  of  Northern  Virginia,  is  just  re* 
cc'ived.  Tn  reply,  I  would  say  that  peace  being  my  great  desire,  there  is  Uii  one  coD«litiQO 
I  would  insist  upon,  namely:  that  the  men  and  officers  surrendered  shall  be  disqualified  for 
taking  up  nnns  again  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States  until  properly  exohainged 
I  will  meet  you,  or  will  designate  officers  to  meet  any  officers  you  may  name  for  the  same 
purpose,  at  any  point  agreeable  to  you,  for  the  purpose  of  arranging  definitely  the  tenm 
upon  which  the  surrender  of  the  army  of  Northern  Virginia  will  be  received. 

a  GRANT,  LieutenarU  G&ieraV 
General  R.  E.  Lee. 
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Early  on  the  morning  of  the  8th  the  pursuit  was  resumed.  General  Meade 
followed  north  of  the  Appomattox,  and  General  Sheridan,  with  all  the  cav- 
alry, pushed  strai^it  for  Appomattox  Station,  followed  by  General  Ord's 
command  and  the  Fifth  Corps.  During  the  day  General  Meade's  advance 
had  considerable  fighting  with  the  enemy's  rear-guard,  but  was  unable  to 
bring  on  a  general  engagement.  Late  in  the  evening  General  Sheridan  struck 
the  railroad  at  Appomattox  Station,  drove  the  enemy  from  there,  and  cap- 
tured twenty-five  pieces  of  artillery,  a  hospital  train,  and  four  trains  of  cars 
loaded  with  supplies  for  Leo's  army.  During  this  day  I  accompanied  Gen- 
eral Meade's  column,  and  about  midnight  received  the  following  communica- 
tion from  General  Lee : — 

April  8,  1865. 

"  General  : — I  received  at  a  late  hour  your  note  of  to-day.  In  mine  of  yesterday  I  did 
not  intend  to  propose  the  surrender  of  the  army  of  Northern  Virginia,  but  to  ask  tlie  terms 
of  your  proposition.  To  be  frank,  I  do  not  think  the  emergency  has  arisen  to  call  for  the 
Rirrender  of  this  army,  but  as  the  restoration  of  peace  should  be  the  sole  object  of  all,  I 
desired  to  know  whether  your  proposals  would  lead  to  that  end.  I  can  not,  therefore, 
meet  you  witli  a  view  to  surrender  the  army  of  Northern  Virginia,  but  as  far  as  your  pro- 
posal 'may  afifect  the  Confederate  States  forces  under  my  command,  and  tend  to  the  restora- 
tion of  peace,  I  should  be  pleased  to  meet  you  at  10  a.  u.  to-morrow,  on  the  old  stage  road 
to  Richmond!,  between  the  picket  lines  of  the  two  armies. 

E.  R  LEE,  General'' 

Lieutenant  General  U.  S.  Graitt. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  0th  I  returned  him  an  answer  as  follows,  and 
immediately  started  to  join  the  column  south  of  the  Appomattox : — 

April  9,  1866. 

"General: — ^Your  note  of  yesterday  is  received.  I  have  no  authority  to  treat  on  the 
subject  of  peace;  the  meeting  proposed  for  lO  a.  m.  could  lead  to  no  good.  I  will  state, 
however,  General,  that  I  am  equally  anxious  for  peace  with  yourself,  and  the  whole  North 
entertain*  the  same  feeling.  The  terms  upon  which  peace  can  be  had  are  well  understood. 
By  the  South  laying  down  their  anos  they  will  hasten  that  most  desirable  event,  save 
thousands  of  human  lives,  and  hundreds  of  millions  of  property  not  yet  destroyed.  Seri- 
ously hoping  that  all  our  difficulties  may  be  settled  without  the  loss  of  another  life,  I  sid>- 
scribe  myseii^  &c. 

U.  &  GRANT,  Lieutenant  General 

General  R.  &  Lee. 

On  the  morning  of  the  9th  General  Ord's  command  and  the  Fifth  Corps 
reached  Appomattox  Station  just  as  the  enemy  was  making  a  desperate  effort 
to  break  through  our  cavalry.  The  infantry  was  at  once  thrown  in.  Soon 
after  a  white  flag  was  received  requesting  a  suspension  of  hostilities  pending 
negotiations  for  a  surrender. 

Before  reaching  General  Sheridan's  head-quarters  I  received  the  following 
from  General  Lee : — 

Apra  9,  1866. 

"  General  : — ^I  received  your  note  of  this  morning  on  the  picket  luie,  whither  I  had 
come  to  meet  you,  and  ascertain  definitely  what  terms  were  embraced  in  your  proposal  of 
yesterday  witii  reference  to  the  surrender  of  this  army.  I  now  ask  an  interview  in  ao- 
cordance  with  tlie  offer  contained  in  your  letter  of  yesterday  for  that  purpose. 

&.  £.  L£B,  Gmeral 

Lieutenant  General  U.  S.  Grakt. 

The  intemew  was  held  at  Appomattox  Conrt-House,  the  result  of  which 
is  set  fbrth  in  the  following  correspondence : — 
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Appomattox  CocRT-IIorsE,  Ta.,  April  9,  1861. 

"General: — In  accordance  with  the  substance  of  my  letter  to  you  of  the  8th  instant, 
I  propose  to  receive  the  surrender  of  the  amiy  of  Northern  Virginia  on  the  following 
terms,  to  wit: — Rolls  of  all  the  officers  and  men  to  be  made  in  duplicate,  one  copy  to  be 
given  to  an  officer  to  be  designated  by  me,  the  other  to  be  retained  by  such  officer  or 
officers  as  you  may  designate.  Tlie  officers  to  give  their  individual  paroles  not  to  take  np 
arms  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States  until  properly  exelianged ;  and  eai-h 
company  or  regimental  commander  sign  a  like  parole  for  the  men  of  their  commands.  Hie 
anns,  artillery,  and  public  property  to  be  parked  and  stacked,  and  turned  over  to  tiM 
officers  appointed  by  me  to  receive  them.  This  will  not  embrace  tke  side-arms  of  tlie 
officers  nor  their  private  horses  or  baggage.  This  done,  each  officer  and  man  will  be  al- 
lowed to  return  to  his  home,  not  to  be  disturbed  by  United  Stutes  authority  so  long  ai 
they  obsen'e  tlicir  paroles  and  the  laws  in  force  where  they  mav  reside. 

U.  S.  GRANT,  Lieuienani  General 

General  R.  E.  Lee. 

Head-quarters  Army  of  Northern  Viroixia,  AprH  9, 1866. 

"  General  : — I  received  your  letter  of  this  date  containing  the  tcnns  of  the  surrender 
of  tlie  army  of  Northern  Virginia  as  proposed  by  you.  As  they  are  substantially  tlie 
same  as  those  expressed  in  your  letter  of  the  8th  instant,  they  are  accepted.  I  will  pro> 
ceed  to  designate  the  proper  officers  to  carry  the  stipulations  into  effect. 

R.  K  LEE,  General 

Lieutenant  General  U.  S.  Grant. 

The  commancl  of  Major  General  Gibbon,  the  Fifth  Army  Corps  under 
Griffin,  and  McKenzie's  cavalry,  were  designated  to  remain  at  Appomattox 
Court-IIouse  until  the  paroling  of  the  surrendered  army  was  completed,  and 
to  take  charge  of  the  public  property.  The  remainder  of  the  army  immedi^ 
atcly  returned  to  the  vicinity  of  Burkesville. 

General  Lee's  great  influence  throughout  the  whole  South  caused  his  ex- 
ample to  be  followed,  and  to-day  the  result  is  that  the  armies  lately  under 
his  leadership  are  at  their  homes,  desiring  peace  and  quiet^  and  their  armi 
are  in  the  hands  of  our  ordnance  officers. 

On  the  receipt  of  ray  letter  of  the  5th  General  Sherman  moved  directly 

Xinst  Joe  Johnston,  who  retreated  rapidly  on  and  through  Raleigh,  whico 
^  le  General  Sherman  occupied  on  the  morning  of  the  13th.  The  day  p^^ 
ceding,  news  of  the  surrender  of  Genera]  Lee  reached  him  at  Smithfield. 

On  the  14th,  a  correspondence  was  opened  between  General  Sherman  and 
General  Johnston,  which  resulted,  on  the  18th,  in  an  agreement  for  a  sii»- 
pension  of  hostilities,  and  a  memorandum  or  basis  for  peace,  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  President.  This  agreement  was  disapproved  by  the  President 
on  the  21st,  which  disapproval,  together  with  your  instructions,  was  commo- 
nicated  to  General  Sherman  by  me  in  person  on  the  morning  of  the  24th,  at 
Raleigh,  N.  C,  in  obedience  to  your  orders.  Notice  was  at  once  riven  by 
him  to  General  Johnston  for  the  termination  of  the  truce  that  had  been  en- 
tered into.  On  the  25th  another  meeting  between  them  was  agreed  upi>n,  to 
take  place  on  the  26th,  which  terminated  in  the  surrender  and  disbandment 
of  Johnston's  army  upon  substantially  the  same  terms  as  were  given  to  Gen- 
eral Lee. 

The  expedition  under  General  Stoneman  from  East  Tennessee  got  off  oi 
the  20th  of  March,  moving  by  way  of  Boone,  N.  C,  and  stnick  the  railroad 
at  Wytheville,  Chambersburg,  and  Big  Lick.  The  force  striking  it  at  Big 
Lick  pushed  on  to  within  a  few  miles  of  Lynchburg,  destroying  the  import- 
ant bridges,  while  with  the  main  force  he  effectually  destroyed  it  between 
New  River  and  Big  Lick,  and  then  turned  for  Greensboro'  on  the  North  Ou*- 
©Una  railroad ;  struck  that  road  and  destroyed  the  bridges  between  ]>anvilk 
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and  Gre^^nsboro'  and  between  Greensboro'  and  the  Yadkin,  together  w  ith  the 
depots  of  supplies  along  it,  and  captured  four  hundred  prisoners.  At  Salis- 
bury he  attacked  and  defeated  a  force  of  the  enemy  under  General  Gardiner, 
capturing  fourteen  pieces  of  artillery  and  one  thousand  three  hundred  and 
sixty-four  prisoners,  and  destroyed  large  amounts  of  army  stores.  At  this 
place  he  destroyed  fifteen  miles  of  railroad  and  the  bridges  toward  Charlotte. 
Thence  he  moved  to  Slatersvillc. 

General  Canby,  who  had  been  directed  in  January  to  make  preparations 
for  a  movement  from  Mobile  Bay  against  Mobile  and  the  interior  of  Alabama, 
commenced  his 'movement  on  the  20th  of  March.  The  Sixteenth  Corps, 
Major  General  A.  J.  Smith  commanding,  moved  from  Fort  Gaines  by  water 
to  Fish  River ;  the  Thirteenth  Corps,  under  Major  General  Gordon  Granger, 
moved  from  Fort  Morgan  and  joined  the  Sixteenth  Corps  on  Fish  River,  both 
moving  thence  on  Spanish  Fort  and  investing  it  on  the  27th ;  while  Major 
General  Steele's  command  moved  from  Pensacola,  cut  the  railroad  leading 
from  Tensas  to  Montgomery,  effected  a  junction  with  them,  and  partially  in- 
vested Fort  Blakely.  After  a  severe  bombardment  of  Spanish  Fort,  a  part  of 
its  line  was  carried  on  the  8th  of  April.  During  the  night  the  enemy  evacu- 
ated the  fort  Fort  Blakely  was  carried  by  assault  on  the  9th,  and  many 
prisoners  captured ;  our  loss  was  considerable.  These  successes  practically 
opened  to  us  the  Alabama  River,  and  enabled  us  to  approach  Mobile  from 
the  north.  On  the  night  of  the  1 1  th  the  city  was  evacuated,  and  was  taken 
possession  of  by  our  forces  on  the  morning  of  the  12th. 

The  expedition  under  command  of  Brevet  Major  General  Wilson,  consist- 
ing of  twelve  thousand  five  hundred  mounted  men,  w^as  delayed  by  rains  until 
March  2 2d,  when  it  moved  from  Chickasaw,  Ala.  On  the  1st  of  April  Gen- 
eral Wilson  encountered  the  enemy  in  force  under  Forrest  near  Ebenezer 
Church,  drove  him  in  confusion,  captured  three  hundred  prisoners  and  three 
guns,  and  destroyed  the  central  bridge  over  the  Cahawba  River.  On  the  2d 
he  attacked  and  captured  the  fortified  city  of  Selma,  defended  by  Forrest  with 
seven  thousand  men  and  thirty-two  guns,  destroyed  the  arsenal,  armory,  naval 
foundery,  machine  shops,  vast  quantities  of  stores,  and  captured  three  thousand 
prisoners.  On  the  4th  he  captured  and  destroyed  Tuscaloosa.  On  the  10th 
he  crossed  the  Alabama  River,  and  after  sending  information  of  his  operations 
to  General  Canby  marched  on  Mongomery,  which  place  he  occupied  on  the 
14th,  the  enemy  having  abandoned  it.  At  this  place  many  stores  and  five 
steamboats  M\  into  our  hands.  Thence  a  force  marched  direct  on  Columbus, 
and  another  on  West  Point,  both  of  which  places  were  assaulted  and  captured 
on  the  16th.  At  the  former  place  we  got  fifteen  hundred  prisoners  and  fifty- 
two  field-guns,  destroyed  two  gunboats,  the  navy-yard,  foundcries,  arsenal, 
many  factories,  and  much  other  public  property.  At  the  latter  place  we  got 
three  hundred  prisoners,  four  guns,  and  destroyed  nineteen  locomotives  and 
three  hundred  cars.  On  the  20th  he  took  possession  of  Macon,  Ga.,  with 
sixty  field-guns,  twelve  hundred  militia,  and  ^ve  Generals,  surrendered  by 
General  Howell  Cobb.  General  Wilson  hearing  that  Jefil  Davis  was  trying 
to  make  his  escape,  sent  forces  in  pursuit,  and  succeeded  in  capturing  him  on 
the  morning  of  May  11th. 

On  the  4th  day  of  May  General  Dick  Taylor  surrendered  to  General  Canby 
all  the  remaining  rebel  forces  east  of  the  Mississippi. 

A  force  sufficient  to  insure  an  easy  triumph  over  the  enemy  under  Kirby 
Smith,  west  of  the  Mississippi,  was  immediately  put  in  motion  for  Texas,  and 
Major  General  Sheridan  designated  for  its  immediate  command ;  but  on  th« 
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26th  day  of  May,  and  before  they  reached  their  destination,  General  Kirby 
Smith  surren  Icrcd  his  entire  command  to  Major  General  Canby.  This  sur- 
render did  not  take  place,  however,  until  after  the  capture  of  the  rebel  Presi- 
dent and  Vice-President ;  and  the  bad  faith  was  exhibited  of  first  disband- 
ing most  of  his  army  and  permitting  an  indiscriminate  plunder  of  public 
property. 

Owing  to  the  report  that  many  of  those  lately  in  arms  against  the  Govern- 
ment had  taken  refuge  upon  the  soil  of  Mexico,  carrying  with  them  arms 
rightfully  belonging  to  the  United  States,  which  had  been  surrendered  to  us 
by  agreement — among  them  some  of  the  leaders  who  had  surrendered  in  per- 
son— and  the  disturbed  condition  of  affairs  on  the  Rio  Grande,  the  orders  for 
troops  to  proceed  to  Texas  were  not  changed. 

There  have  been  severe  combats,  raids,  expeditions,  and  movements  to  de- 
feat the  designs  and  purposes  of  the  enemy,  most  of  them  reflecting  great 
credit  on  our  anns,  and  which  contributed  greatly  to  our  final  triuniph,  that 
I  have  not  mentioned.  Many  of  these  will  be  found  clearly  set  forth  in  the 
reports  herewith  submitted ;  some  in  the  telegrams  and  brief  dispatches  an- 
nouncing them,  and  others,  I  regret  to  say,  have  not  as  yet  been  ofiicially 
reported. 

For  information  touching  our  Indian  difficulties,  I  would  respectfully  refer 
to  the  reports  of  the  Commanders  of  Departments  in  which  they  bava 
occurred. 

It  has  been  my  fortune  to  see  the  armies  of  both  the  West  and  the  East 
fight  battles,  and  from  what  I  have  seen  I  know  there  is  no  difference  in 
their  fighting  qualities.  All  that  it  was  possible  for  men  to  do  in  battle  they 
have  done.  The  Western  armies  commenced  their  battles  in  the  Mississippi 
Valley,  and  received  the  final  surrender  of  the  remnant  of  the  principal  army 
opposed  to  them  in  North  Carolina.  The  armies  of  the  East  commenced  their 
battles  on  the  river  from  which  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  derived  its  name, 
and  received  the  final  surrender  of  their  old  antagonist  at  Appomattox  Court- 
House,  Va.  The  splendid  achievements  of  each  have  nationalized  our  victo- 
ries, removed  all  sectional  jealousies,  ^of  which  we  have  unfortunately  expe- 
rienced too  much,)  and  the  cause  of  cnmination  and  recrimination  that  might 
have  followed,  had  either  section  failed  in  its  duty.  All  have  a  proud  record, 
and  all  sections  can  well  congratulate  themselves  and  each  other  for  haying 
done  their  full  share  in  restoring  the  supremacy  of  law  over  every  foot  of 
territory  belonging  to  the  United  States.  Let  them  hope  for  perpetual  peace 
and  harmony  with  that  enemy,  whose  manhood,  however  mistaken  the  c^me^ 
drew  forth  such  herculean  deeds  of  valor. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant  General 

Hon.  E.  M.  Staoton, 

Secretary  of  War, 

Adjutant  General's  Office, 

Novemher  18, 186S. 

[Official  copy.] 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Asmtant  Adjutant  General 


OFFICIAL  REPORTS 

OF 

MAJOR  GENERAL  W.  T.  SHERMAN. 


I. 

THE  GEORGIA  CAMPAIGN. 


Head-quarters  op  the  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi,  ) 
Df  THE  Field,  Savannah,  Georgia,  January  1,  1865.         ) 

Major  General  H.  W.  Halleck,  Chief  of  Staff,  Washington,  D.  C: 

General  : — I  have  the  honor  to  offer  my  report  of  the  operations  of  the 
armies  under  ray  command,  since  the  occupation  of  Atlanta  in  the  early  part 
of  September  last,  up  to  the  present  date. 

As  heretofore  reported,  in  the  month  of  September  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland,  Major  General  Thomas  commanding,  held  the  city  of  Atlanta; 
the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  Major  General  Howard  commanding,  was  grouped 
about  East  Point;  and  the  Army  of  tlic  Ohio,  Major  General  Schofield  com- 
manding, held  Decatur.  Many  changes  occuned  in  the  composition  of  these 
armies,  in  consequence  of  the  expiration  of  the  time  of  service  of  many  of 
the  regiments.  The  opportunity  was  given  to  us  to  consolidate  the  frag- 
ments, re-clothe  and  equip  the  men,  and  make  preparations  for  the  future 
campaign.  I  also  availed  myself  of  the  occasion  to  atreugthen  the  garrisons 
to  our  rear,  to  make  our  communications  more  secure,  and  sent  Wagner's 
division  of  the  Fourth  Corps,  and  Morgan's  division  of  the  Fourteenth 
Corps  back  to  Chattanooga,  and  Corse's  division  of  tho  Fifteenth  Coi'ps  to 
Rome.  Also  a  thorough  reconrioissance  was  made  of  Atlanta,  and  a  new 
line  of  works  begun,  which  required  a  smaller  garrison  to  hold. 

During  this  month,  the  enemy,  whom  we  had  left  at  Lovejoy's  Station, 
moved  westward  toward  the  Chattahoochee,  taking  position  facing  ns,  and 
covering  tho  West  Point  railroad  about  l*almetto  Station.  He  also  threw  a 
pontoon  bridge  across  the  Chattahoochee,  and  sent  cavalry  detachments  to 
the  west,  in  the  direction  of  Carrolton  and  Powder  Springs,  About  the 
same  time  President  Davis  visited  Macon  and  his  army  at  Palmetto,  and 
made  harangues  referring  to  an  active  campaign  against  us.  Hood  still 
remained  in  command  of  the  Confederate  forces,  with  Cheatham,  S.  D.  Lee, 
and  Stewart  commanding  his  three  corps,  and  Wheeler  in  command  of  his 
cavalry,  which  had  been  largely  reinforced. 

My  cavalry  consisted  of  two  divisions ;  one  was  stationed  at  Decatur,  under 
command  of  Brigadier  General  Garrard ;  the  other,  commanded  by  Briga- 
dier General  Kilpatrick,  was  posted  near  Sandtown,  with  a  pontoon  bridge 
over  the  Chattahoochee,  from  which  he  could  watch  any  movement  of  tne 
enemy  toward  the  west. 

As  soon  as  I  became  convinced  that  the  enemy  intended  to  assume  the 
offensive,  namely,  September  28th,  I  sent  Major  General  Thomas,  second  in 
command,  to  Nashville,  to  organize  the  new  troops  expected  to  amve,  and  to 
make  preliminary  preparations  to  meet  such  an  event. 

About  the.  1st  of  October,   some   of  the   enemy's   cavalry   made   their 
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appearance  on  the  west  of  the  Chattahoochee;  and  one  of  his  infantry  corps 
was  reported  near  Powder  Springs;  and  I  received  authentic  intelligence 
that  tlie  rest  of  his  infantry  was  crossing  to  the  west  of  the  Chattahoochee. 
I  at  once  made  my  orders  that  Atlanta  and  the  Chattahoochee  railroad 
bridjje  should  be  held  by  the  Twentieth  Corps,  Major  General  Slocum,  and 
on  tfic  4th  of  October  put  in  motion  the  Fifteenth  and  Seventeenth  Corps, 
and  the  Fourth,  Fourteenth,  and  Twenty-third  Corps,  to  Smyrna  camp- 
ground ;  and  on  the  5th  moved  to  the  strong  position  about  Kenesaw.  The 
enemy's  cavalry  had,  by  a  rapid  movement,  got  upon  our  railroad  at  Big 
Shanty,  and  broken  the  line  of  telegraph  and  railroad ;  and  with  a  division 
of  infantry  (French's)  had  moved  against  Allatoona,  where  were  stored  about 
a  million  of  rations.  Its  redoubts  were  garrisoned  by  three  small  regiments 
under  Colonel  Tourtellotte,  Fourth  Minnesota. 

I  had  anticipated  this  movement,  and  had,  by  signal  and  telegraph,  ordered 
General  Coi*se  to  reinforce  that  post  from  Rome. 

General  Corse  had  reached  Allatoona  with  a  brigade  during  the  night  of 
the  4th,  just  in  time  to  meet  the  attack  by  French's  division  on  the  morning 
of  the  5th.  In  person  I  reached  Kenesaw  Mountain  about  ten  a.  m.  of  the 
5th,  and  could  see  the  smoke  of  battle  and  hear  the  faint  sounds  of  artillery. 
The  distance,  eighteen  miles,  was  too  great  for  me  to  make  in  time  to  share 
in  the  battle,  but  I  directed  the  Twenty-third  Corps,  Brigadier  General  Cox 
commanding,  to  move  rapidly  from  the  base  of  Kenesaw  due  west,  aiming 
to  reach  the  road  from  Allatoona  to  Dallas,  threatening  the  rear  of  the  forces 
attacking  Allatoona.  I  succeeded  in  getting  a  signal  message  to  General 
Coi*sc  during  his  fight,  notifying  him  of  my  presence.  The  defense  of  Alla- 
toona by  General  Corse  was  admirably  conducted,  and  the  enemy  repulsed 
with  heavy  slaughter.  His  description  of  the  defense  is  so  graphic,  that  it 
leaves  nothing  for  me  to  add  ;  and  the  movement  of  General  Cox  had  the 
desired  cficct  of  causing  the  withdrawal  of  French's  division  rapidly  in  the 
direction  of  Dallas. 

On  the  6th  and  Tth  I  pushed  my  cavalry  well  toward  Burnt  Hickory  and 
Dallas,  and  discovered  that  the  enemy  had  moved  westward,  and  inferred 
that  he  would  attempt  to  break  our  railroad  again  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Kingston.  Accordingly,  on  the  morning  of  the  8th,  I  put  the  army  in 
motion  through  Allatoona  Pass  to  Kingston,  reaching  that  point  on  the  10th. 
There  I  learned  that  the. enemy  had  feigned  on  Rome,  and  was  passing  the 
Coosa  River  on  a  pontoon  bridge  about  eleven  miles  below  Rome.  I  there* 
fore,  on  the  11th,  moved  to  Rome,  and  pushed  Garrard's  cavalry  and  the 
Twenty -third  Corps,  under  General  Cox,  across  the  Oostenaula,  to  threaten  the 
flanks  of  the  enemy  passing  north.  Garrard's  cavalry  drove  a  cavalry 
brigade  of  the  enemy  to  and  beyond  the  Narrows,  leading  into  the  valleyof 
the  Chattooga,  capturing  two  field-pieces  and  taking  some  prisoners.  The 
enemy  had  moved  with  great  rapidity,  and  made  his  appearance  at  Resaca, 
and  Hood  had  in  person  demanded  its  surrender.  I  had  from  Kingston  rein- 
forced Resaca  by  two  regiments  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  I  mt  first 
intended  to  move  the  army  into  the  Chattooga  Valley,  to  interpose  between 
the  enemy  and  his  line  of  retreat  down  tlie  Coosa,  but  feared  that  General 
Hood  would,  in  that  event,  turn  eastward  by  Spring  Place,  and  down  the 
Federal  road,  and  therefore  moved  against  him  at  Resaca.  Colonel  Weaver 
at  Resaca,  afterward  reinforced  by  General  Raum's  brigade,  bad  rcpulaed  the 
enemy  from  Resaca,  but  he  had  succeeded  m  breaking  the  ndlroad  from 
Tilt  on  to  Dalton,  and  as  far  north  as  the  Tunnel. 
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Arriving  at  Rcsaca  on  the  evening  of  the  14th,  I  determined  to  striko 
Hood  in  flank,  or  force  him  to  battle,  and  directed  the  Army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee, General  Howard,  to  move  to  Snake  Creek  Gap,  which  was  held  by 
the  enemy,  while  General  Stanley,  with  the  Fourth  and  Fourteenth  Corps, 
moved  by  Tilton  across  the  mountains  to  the  rear  of  Snake  Creek  Gap,  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Villanow. 

The  Army  of  the  Tennessee  found  the  enemy  occupying  our  old  lines  in 
the  Snake  Creek  Gap,  and  on  the  15th  skirmished  for  the  purpose  of  holding 
him  there  until  Stanley  could  get  to  his  rear.  But  the  enemy  gave  way 
about  noon,  and  was  followed*  through  the  Gap,  escaping  before  General 
Stanley  had  reached  the  farther  end  of  the  Pass.  The  next  day,  the  16th, 
the  armies  moved  directly  toward  La  Fayette,  with  a  view  to  cut  off  Hood's 
retreat.  We  found  him  intrenched  in  Ship's  Gap,  but  the  leading  division 
(Wood's)  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps  rapidly  carried  the  advanced  posts  held  by 
two  companies  of  a  South  Carolina  regiment,  making  them  prisoners.  Tho 
remaining  eight  companies  escaped  to  the  main  body  near  La  Fayette,  The 
nex^  morning  we  passed  over  into  the  valley  of  the  Chattooga,  the  Army  of 
the  Tennessee  moving  in  pursuit  by  La  Fayette  and  Alpine  toward  felue 
Pond  ;  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  by  Summerville  and  Melville  Post-office 
to  Gaylesville ;  and  the  Army  of  the  Ohio  and  Garrard's  cavalry  from  Villa- 
now, Dirttown  Valley,  and  Goover's  Gap  to  Gavlesville.  Hood,  however, 
was  little  encumbered  with  trains,  and  marched  with  great  rapidity,  and  had 
succeeded  in  getting  into  the  narrow  gorge  formed  by  the  Lookout  Range 
abutting  against  the  Coosa  River  in  the  neighborhood  of  Gadsden.  He 
evidently  wanted  to  avoid  a  fight. 

On  the  19th  all  the  armies  were  grouped  about  Gaylesville,  in  the  rich 
valley  of  the  Chattooga,  abounding  in  corn  and  meat,  and  I  determined  to 
pause  in  my  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  to  watch  his  movements,  and  live  on  the 
country.  I  hoped  that  Hood  would  turn  toward  Guntersville  and  Bridge- 
port. The  Army  of  the  Tennessee  was  posted  near  Little  River,  with  instruc- 
tions to  feel  forward  in  support  of  the  cavalry,  which  was  ordered  to  watch 
Hood  in  the  neighborhood  of  Will's  Valley,  and  to  give  me  tho  earliest 
notice  possible  of  his  turning  northward.  The  Army  of  the  Ohio  was 
posted  at  Cedar  Bluff,  with  oraers  to  lay  a  pontoon  across  the  Coosa,  and  to 
feel  forward  to  center,  and  down  in  the  direction  of  Blue  Mountain.  The 
Army  of  the  Cumberland  was  held  in  reserve  at  Gaylesville,  and  all  the 
troops  were  instructed  to  draw  heavily  for  supplies  from  the  surrounding 
country.  In  the  meantime  communications  were  opened  to  Rome,  and  a 
heavy  force  set  to  work  in  repairing  the  damages  done  to  our  railroads. 
Atlanta  was  abundantly  supplied  with  provisions,  but  forage  was  scarce; 
and  General  Slocum  was  instructed  to  send  strong  foraging  parties  out  in  the 
direction  of  South  River  and  collect  all  the  com  and  fodder  possible,  and  to 
put  his  own  trains  in  good  condition  for  farther  service. 

Hood's  movements  and  strategy  had  demonstrated  that  he  had  an  anny 
capable  of  endangering  at  all  tiroes  my  communications,  but  unable  to  meet 
me  in  open  %ht.  To  follow  him  would  simply  amount  to  being  decoyed 
away  from  Georgia,  with  little  prospect  of  overtaking  and  overwhelming  him. 
To  remain  on  the  defensive,  would  have  been  bad  policy  for  an  army  of  so 
great  value  as  the  one  I  then  commanded ;  and  I  was  forced  to  adopt  a 
course  more  fruitful  in  results  than  the  naked  one  of  following  him  to  the 
southwest.    I  had  previously  submitted  to  tho  Commander-in-Chief  a  gen* 
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cral  plan,  wliich  amounted  substantially  to  the  destruction  of  Atlanta  and 
the  railroad  back  to  Chattanooga,  and  sallying  forth  from  Atlanta  throogh 
the  heart  of  Georgia,  to  capture  one  or  more  of  the  great  Atlantic  sea-port& 
This  I  renewed  from  Gaylesville,  modified  somewhat  By  the  change  of  events 

On  the  26th  of  October,  satisfied  that  Hood  had  moved  westward  from 
Gadsden  across  Sand  Mountain,  I  detached  the  Fourth  Corps,  Major  General 
Stanley,  and  ordered  him  to  proceed  to  Chattanooga  and  report  to  Major 
General  Thomas  at  Nashville. 

Subsequently,  on  the  30th  of  October,  I  also  detached  the  Twenty-third 
Corps,  Major  General  Schofield,  with  the  same  destination,  and  delegated  to 
Major  General  Thomas  full  power  over  all  the  troops  subject  to  my  com- 
mand, except  the  four  corps  with  which  I  desired  to  move  into  Georgia 
This  gave  him  the  two  divisions  under  A.  J.  Smith,  then  in  Missouri,  but  en 
route  for  Tennessee,  the  two  corps  named,  and  all  the  garrisons  in  Tennessee, 
as  also  all  the  cavalry  of  my  military  division,  except  one  division  under 
Brigadier  General  Kilpatrick,  which  was  ordered  to  rendezvous  at  Marietta. 

Brevet  Major  General  Wilson  had  arrived  from  the  Anny  of  the  Potomac, 
to  assume  command  of  the  cavalry  of  my  army,  and  I  dispatched  him  back 
to  Nashville  with  all  dismounted  detachments,  and  orders  as  rapidly  as  pos- 
sible to  collect  the  cavalry  serving  in  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  to  mount, 
organize  and  equip  them,  and  report  to  Major  General  Thomas  for  duty. 
These  forces  I  judged  would  enable  General  Thomas  to  defend  the  railroad 
from  Chattanooga  back,  including  Nashvill? .  and  Decatur,  and  give  him  an 
army  with  which  ho  could  successfully  cope  with  Hood,  should  the  latter 
cross  the  Tennessee  northward. 

By  the  1st  of  November  Hood's  army  had  moved  from  Gadsden,  and 
made  its  appearance  in  the  neighborhood  of  Decatur,  where  a  feint  was  made; 
he  then  passed  on  to  Tuscumbia,  and  laid  a  pontoon  bridge  opposite  Flor- 
ence. I  then  began  my  preparations  for  the  march  through  Georgia,  hanng 
received  the  sanction  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  for  carrying  into  eflbct  mv 

Elan,  the  details  of  which  were  explained  to  all  my  corps  commanders  and 
eads  of  staff  departments,  with  strict  injunctions  of  secrecy.  I  liad  also 
communicated  full  details  to  General  Thomas,  and  had  informed  him  I  wonld 
not  leave  the  neighborhood  of  Kingston  until  he  felt  perfectly  confident  that 
he  was  entirely  prepared  to  cope  with  Hood,  should  he  carr}-  into  eflfect  his 
threatened  invasion  of  Tennessee  and  Kentucky.  I  estimated  Hood's  force 
at  thirty-five  thousand  infantry  and  ten  thousand  cavalry. 

I  moved  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  by  slow  and  easy  marches  on  the 
south  of  the  Coosa  back  to  the  neighborhood  of  the  Smyrna  camp-ground, 
and  the  Fourteenth  Corps,  Gen.  Jeff.  C.  Davis,  to  Kingston,  whither  I 
repaired  in  person  on  the  2d  of  November.  From  that  point  I  directed  all 
surplus  artillery,  all  baggage  not  needed  for  my  contemplated  march,  all  the 
sick  and  wounded,  refugees,  etc.,  to  be  sent  back  to  Chattanooga;  and  the 
Fourteenth  Corps  above  mentioned,  with  Kilpatrick's  cavalry,  were  put  in 
the  most  efficient  condition  possible  for  a  long  and  difficult  man:h.  This 
operation  consumed  the  time  until  the  11th  of  November,  when,  every  thing 
being  ready,  I  ordered  General  Corse,  who  still  remained  at  Rome,  to  destroy 
the  bridges  there,  all  founderies,  mills,  shops,  warehduscs,  or  other  property 
that  could  be  useful  to  an  enemy,  and  to  move  to  Kingston. 

At  the  same  time  the  railroad  in  and  about  Atlanta,  and  between  the 
Etowah  and  the  Chattahoochee,  was  ordered  to  be  utterly  destroyed.    Tbc 
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garrisons  from  Kinorston  northward  were  also  ordered  to  draw  back  to  Chat- 
tanooga, taking  with  them  all  public  property  and  all  railroad  stock,  and  to 
take  up  the  rails  from  Resaca  back,  saving  thenf,  ready  to  be  replaced  when- 
ever future  interests  should  demand. 

The  railroad  between  the  Etowah  and  the  Oostenaula  was  left  untouched, 
because  I  thought  it  more  than  probable  that  we  would  find  it  necessary  to 
rcoccupy  the  country  as  far  forward  as  the  line  of  the  Etowah. 

Atlanta  itself  is  only  of  strategic  value  as  long  as  it  is  a  railroad  center; 
and  as  all  the  railroads  leading  to  it  are  destroyed,  as  well  as  all  its  founder- 
ies,  machine-shops,  warehouses,  depots,  etc.,  etc.,  it  is  of  no  more  value 
than  any  other  point  in  Northern  Georgia;  whereas  the  line  of  the  Etowah, 
by  reason  of  tts  rivers  and  natural  features,  possesses  an  importance  which 
will  always  continue.  From  it  all  parts  of  Georgia  and  Alabama  can  be 
reached  by  armies  marching  with  trains  down  the  Coosa  or  the  Chattahoo- 
chee Valleys. 

On  the  12th  of  November  my  army  stood  detached  and  cut  off  from  all 
communication  from  the  rear.  It  was  composed  of  four  corps:  the  Fif- 
teenth and  Seventeenth,  constituting  the  right  wing,  under  Major  General  O. 
O.  Iloward;  the  Fourteenth  and  Twentieth  Corps,  constituting  the  left  wing, 
under  Major  General  II.  W.  Slocum,  of  an  aggregate  strength  of  sixty  thousand 
infantry,  one  cavalry  division,  in  aggregate  strength  five  thousand  five  hun- 
dred, under  Brigadier  Judson  Kilpatrick,  and  the  artillery  reduced  to  the 
minimum,  one  gun  per  one  thousand  men. 

The  whole  force  was  moved  rapidly,  and  grouped  about  Atlanta  on  the 
14th  November. 

In  the  meantime.  Captain  0.  M.  Poe  had  thoroughly  destroyed  Atlanta, 
save  its  mere  dwelling-houses  and  churches,  and  the  right  wing,  with  General 
Kilpatrick's  cavalry,  was  put  in  motion  in  the  direction  of  Jonesboro^  and 
McDonough,  with  orders  to  make  a  strong  feint  on  Macon,  to  cross  the  Oc- 
mulgee  about  Planters'  Mills,  and  rendezvous  in  the  neighborhood  of  Gordon 
in  seven  days,  exclusive  of  the  day  of  march.  On  the  same  day  General 
Slocum  moved  with  the  Twentieth  Corps  by  Decatur  and  Stone  Mountain, 
with  orders  to  tear  up  the  railroad  from  Social  Circle  to  Madison,  to  bum 
the  large  and  important  railroad  bridge  across  the  Oconee,  east  of  Madison, 
and  turn  south  and  reach  Milledgeville,  on  the  seventh  day,  exclusive  of  the 
day  of  march.  In  person  I  left  Atlanta  on  the  16th,  in  company  with  the 
Fourteenth  Corps,  Brevet  Major  General  Jeff.  C.  Davis,  by  Litnonia,  Coving- 
ton, and  Shady  Dale,  directly  on  Milledgeville.  All  the  troops  were  providwi 
with  good  wagon  trains,  loaded  with  ammunition  and  supplies,  approxima- 
ting twenty  days'  bread,  forty  days'  sugar  and  coffee,  a  double  allowance  of 
salt  for  forty  days,  and  beef  cattle  equal  to  forty  days'  supplies.  The  wagons 
were  also  supplied  with  about  three  days'  forage  in  grain.  All  were  in- 
structed, by  a  judicious  system  of  foraging,  to  maintain  this  order  of  things 
as  long  as  possible,  living  chiefly  if  not  solely  upon  the  country,  which  I 
knew  to  abound  in  corn,  sweet  potatoes,  and  meats. 

My  first  object  was  of  course  to  place  my  army  in  the  very  heart  of  Geor- 
gia, interposing  between  Macon  and  Augusta,  and  obliging  the  enemy  to 
divide  his  forces  to  defend  not  only  those  points,  but  Millen,  Savannah,  atid 
Charleston.  All  my  calculations  were  fully  realized.  During  the  22d,  Gen- 
eral Kilpatrick  made  a  good  feint  on  Macon,  driving  the  enemy  within  his 
intrenchraents,  and  then  drew  back  to  Griswoldville,  where  Walcott's  brig- 
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ade  of  infantry  joined  him  to  cover  that  lianlc,  vrhile  Howard's  trains  were 
closing  up,  and  his  men  scattered,  breaking  up  railroads.  The  enemy  came 
out  of  Macon  and  attacked  Walcott  in  position,  but  was  so  roughly  handled 
that  he  never  repeated  the  experiment.  On  the  eighth  day  after  leaving  At- 
lanta, namely,  on  the  23d,  General  Slocum  occupied  Milledgeville  and  the 
important  bridge  across  the  Oconee  there,  and  Generals  Iloward  and  EilpaV- 
rick  were  in  and  about  Gordon. 

General  Howard  was  then  ordered  to  move  eastward,  destroying  the  ndl- 
road  tlioroughly  in  his  progress,  as  far  as  Tennille  Station,  opposite  Sanders* 
ville,  and  General  Slocum  to  move  to  Sandersville  by  two  roads.  General 
Kilpatrick  was  ordered  to  Milledgeville  and  thence  move  rapidly  eastward,  to 
break  the  railroad  which  leads  from  Millen  to  Augusta,  then  to  tura  upon 
Millen  and  rescue  our  prisoners  of  war  supposed  to  oe  confined  at  that  place. 

I  accompanied  the  Twentieth  Corps  from  Milledgeville  to  Sandersville, 
approaching  which  place  on  the  25th,  we  found  the  bridges  across  Buffalo 
Creek  burned,  which  delayed  us  three  hours.  The  next  day  we  entered 
Sandersville,  skirmishing  with  Wheeler's  cavalry,  which  offered  little  opposi- 
tion to  the  advance  of  the  Twentieth  and  Fourteenth  Corps,  entering  the 
place  almost  at  the  same  moment. 

General  Slocum  was  then  ordered  to  tear  up  and  destroy  the  Georgia  Cen- 
tral railroad  from  Station  Thirteen  (Tennille)  to  Station  Ten,  near  the  cross- 
ing of  the  Ogeechee,  one  of  his  corps  substantially  following  the  railroad,  the 
other  by  way  of  Louisville,  in  support  of  Kilpatrick's  cavalry.  In  person  I 
shifted  to  the  right  wing,  and  accompanied  the  Seventeenth  Corps,  Genenl 
Llair,  on  the  south  of  the  railroad  till  abreast  of  Station  Nine-and-a-half 
(Barton) — General  Howard  in  person,  with  the  Fifteenth  Corps,  keeping 
farther  to  tlie  right  and  about  one  day's  march  ahead,  ready  to  turn  against 
the  flank  of  any  enemy  who  should  oppose  our  progress.  At  Barton  I 
learned  that  Kilpatrick's  cavalry  had  reached  the  Augusta  railroad  abont 
Waynesboro',  where  he  ascertained  that  our  prisoners  had  been  removed 
from  Millen,  and  therefore  the  purpose  of  rescuing  them,  upon  which  we  had 
set  our  hearts,  was  an  impossibility.  But  as  Wheeler's  cavalry  had  hung 
around  him,  and  as  he  had  retired  to  Louisville  to  meet  our  infantry,  in  pur- 
suance of  my  instructions,  not  to  risk  battle  unless  at  great  advantage,  I 
ordered  him  to  leave  his  wagons  and  all  encumbrances  with  the  left  wing,  and 
moving  in  the  direction  of  Augusta,  if  Wheeler  gave  him  the  opportunity,  to 
indulge  him  with  all  the  fighting  he  wanted.  General  Kilpatnck,  supported 
by  Baird's  division  of  infantry  of  the  Fourteenth  Corps,  again  moved  in  the 
direction  of  Waynesboro',  and  encountering  Wheeler  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Thomas'  Station,  attacked  him  in  position,  driving  him  from  three  sue- 
cessive  lines  of  barricades  handsomely  through  Waynesboro'  and  across 
Briar  Creek,  the  bridges  over  which  he  burned,  and  then,  with  Baird's  divi- 
sion, rejoined  the  left  wing,  which  in  the  meantime  had  been  marching  by 
easy  stages  of  ten  miles  a  day  in  the  direction  of  Lumpkin's  Station  and 
Jacksonboro'. 

The  Seventeenth  Corps  took  np  the  destruction  of  the  railroad  at  the 
Ogeechee  near  Station  Ten,  and  continued  it  to  Millen,  the  en^roy  offering 
little  or  no  opposition,  although  preparations  had  seemingly  been  made  at 
Millen. 

On  the  3d  of  December,  the  Seventeenth  Corps,  which  I  accompanied, 
was  at  Millen ;  the  Fifteenth  Corps,  General  Howard,  was  south  of  the  Oge^ 
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chce,  opposite  Station  Seven  (Scarboro';)  the  Twentieth  Corps,  General 
Slocum,  on  the  Augusta  railroad,  about  four  miles  north  of  Millen,  near 
Buckhead  Church ;  and  the  Fourteenth  Corps,  Genera]  Jeff.  C.  Davis,  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Lumpkin^s  Station,  on  the  Augusta  railroad. 

AH  were  ordered  to  march  in  the  direction  of  Savannah,  the  Fifteenth 
Corps  to  continue  south  of  the  Ogeechee,  the  Seventeenth  to  destroy  the 
railroad  as  far  as  Ogeechee  Church,  and  four  days  were  allowed  to  reacn  the 
line  from  Ogeechee  Church  to  the  neighborhood  of  Halley's  Ferty  on  the 
Savannah  River.  All  the  columns  reached  their  destination  on  tune,  and 
continued  to  march  on  their  several  roads — General  Davis  folio winir  the  Sa- 
vannah  River  road.  General  Slocum  the  middle  road  by  way  of  Springfield, 
General  Blair  the  railroad,  and  General  Howard  still  south  and  west  of  the 
Ogeechee,  with  orders  to  cross  to  the  east  bank  opposite  "  Eden  Station,*' 
or  Station  No,  2. 

As  we  approached  Savannah,  the  country  became  more  marshy  and  diffi- 
cult, and  more  obstructions  were  met  in  the  way  of  felled  trees  where  the 
roads  crossed  the  creek-swamps  on  narrow  causeways.  But  our  pioneer 
companies  were  well  organized,  and  removed  these  obstructions  in  an  incred- 
ibly short  time.  No  opposition  from  the  enemy  worth  speaking  of  was  en- 
countered until  the  heads  of  the  columns  were  within  fifteen  miles  of  Savan- 
nah, where  all  the  roads  leading  to  the  city  were  t)bstructed  more  or  less  by 
felled  timber,  with  earth-works  and  artillery.  But  these  were  easily  turned 
and  tlie  enemy  driven  away,  so  that  by  the  10th  of  December  the  enemy 
was  driven  within  his  lines  at  Savannah.  These  followed  substantially  a 
swampy  creek  which  empties  into  the  Savannah  River  about  three  miles 
above  the  city,  across  to. the  head  of  a  corresponding  stream  which  empties 
into  the  Little  Ogeechee.  These  streams  were  singularly  favorable  to  the 
enemy  as  a  cover,  beinjj  very  marshy,  and  bordered  by  rice-fields,  which 
were  flooded  either  by  the  tide-water  or  by  inland  ponds,  the  gates  to  which 
were  controlled  and  covered  by  his  heavy  artillery.  The  only  approaches  to 
the  city  were  by  five  narrow  causeways,  namely,  the  two  railroads,  and  the 
Augusta,  the  Louisville,  and  the  Ogeechee  dirt  roads,  all  of  which  were  com- 
manded by  heavy  ordnance,  too  strong  for  us  to  fight  with  our  light  field- 
guns.  To  assault  an  enemy  of  unknown  strength  at  such  a  disadvantage 
appeared  to  me  unwise,  especially  as  I  had  so  successfully  brought  my  army, 
almost  unscathed,  so  great  a  distance,  and  could  surely  attain  the  same 
result  by  the  operation  of  time. 

I  therefore  instructed  my  army  commanders  to  closely  invest  the  city  from 
the  north  and  west,  and  to  reconnoiter  well  the  ground  in  their  fronts  respect- 
ively, while  I  gave  my  personal  attention  to  opening  communication  with 
our  ficet,  which  I  knew  was  waiting  for  us  in  Tybee,  Wassaw,  and  Ossabaw 
Sounds. 

In  approaching  Savannah,  General  Slocum  struck  the  Charleston  railroad 
near  the  bridge,  and  occupied  the  river  bank  as  his  left  fiank,  where  he  had 
captured  two  of  the  enemy's  river  boats,  and  had  prevented  two  others 
(gunboats)  from  coming  down  the  river  to  communicate  with  the  city; 
while  General  Howard,  by  his  right  flank,  had  broken  the  Gulf  railroad  at 
Fleming's  and  Way  Station,  and  occupied  the  railroad  itself  down  to  the 
Little  Ogeechee  near  Station  One,  so  that  no  supplies  could  reach  Savannah 
by  any  of  its  accustomed  channels. 

We,  on  the  contrary,  possessed  largo  herds  of  cattle,  which  we  had  brought 
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along  or  gathered  in  the  country,  and  our  wagons  still  contained  a  reasonable 
amount  of  breadstuff's  and  other  necessaries,  and  the  fine  rice-crops  of  the  Sa- 
vannah and  Ogeechee  Rivers  furnished  to  our  men  and  animals  a  lai^e  amount 
of  rice  and  rice-straw. 

We  also  held  the  country  to  the  south  and  west  of  the  Ogeechee  as  fo^ 
aging  ground. 

Still,  communication  with  the  fleet  was  of  vital  importance,  and  I  di- 
rected General  Kilpatrick  to  cross  the  Ogeechee  by  a  pontoon  bridfije,  to 
reconnoitcr  Fort  McAllister,  and  to  proceed  to  St.  Catharine's  Sound  m  the 
direction  of  Sunbury  or  Kilkenny  Bluff,  and  open  communication  with  the 
fleet.  General  Howard  had  previously,  by  my  direction,  sent  one  of  bis 
best  scouts  down  the  Ogeechee  in  a  canoe  for  a  like  purpose.  But  more 
than  this  was  necessar)'.  We  wanted  the  vessels  and  their  contents,  and  the 
Ogeechee  River,  a  navigable  stream  close  to  the  rear  of  our  camps,  was  the 
proper  avenue  of  supply. 

The  enemy  had  burned  the  road-bridge  across  the  Ogeechee,  just  below 
the  mouth  of  the  Camochee,  known  as  **  King's  Bridge.**  This  was  recon- 
structed in  an  incredibly  short  lime  in  the  must  substantial  manner  by  the 
Fifty-cighth  Indiana,  Colonel  Buel,  under  the  direction  of  Captain  Reese,  of 
the  Engineer  Corps,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  13th  December,  the  second 
division  of  the  Fifteenth  torps,  under  command  of  Brigadier  General  Ilazcn, 
crossed  the  bridge  to  the  west  bank  of  the  Ogeechee,  and  marched  doi^n 
with  orders  to  carry  by  assault  Fort  McAllister,  a  strong  inclosed  redoubt, 
manned  by  two  companies  of  artillery  and  three  of  infantry ;  in  all,  about 
two  hundred  men,  and  mounting  twenty-three  guns  en  barbette^  and  one 
mortar. 

General  Ilazen  reached  the  vicinity  of  Fort  McAllister  about  one  p.  m., 
deployed  his  division  about  the  place,  with  both  flanks  resting  upon  the 
river,  posted  his  skirmishers  judiciously  behind  the  trunks  of  trees  whose 
branches  had  been  used  for  abattis,  and  about  five  p.  m.  assaulted  the  place 
with  nine  regiments  at  three  points,  all  of  them  successfully.  I  witnessed 
the  assault  from  a  lice-mill  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river,  and  can  bear 
testimony  to  the  handsome  manner  in  which  it  was  accomplished. 

Up  to  this  time  we  had  not  communicated  with  our  fleet.  From  tbe 
signal-station  at  the  rice-mill  our  oflScers  had  looked  for  two  days  over  the 
rice-fields  and  salt  marsh  in  the  direction  of  Ossiibaw  Sound,  but  could  see 
nothing  of  it.  But  while  watching  the  preparations  for  the  assault  on  Fort 
McAllister,  we  discovered  in  the  distance  what  seemed  to  be  the  smoke-stack 
of  a  steamer,  which  became  more  and  more  distinct,  until  about  the  very 
moment  of  the  assault  she  was  plainly  visible  below  the  fort,  and  our  signal 
was  answered.  As  soon  as  I  saw  our  colors  fairly  planted  upon  the  walls  of 
McAllister,  in  company  with  General  Howard,  I  went  in  a  small  boat  down 
to  the  fort,  and  met  General  Ilazcn,  who  had  not  yet  communicated  with  the 
gunboat  below,  as  it  was  shut  out  to  him  by  a  point  of  timber.  Determined 
to  communicate  that  night,  I  got  another  small  boat  and  a  crew,  and  puUed 
down  the  river  till  I  found  the  tug  Dandelion,  Captain  Williamson,  U.  S.  N, 
who  informed  me  that  Captain  Duncan,  who  had  been  sent  by  Grencral  How- 
ard, had  succeeded  in  reaching  Admiral  Dahlgren  and  General  Foster,  and 
that  he  was  expecting  them  hourly  in  Ossabaw  Sound.  After  making  com- 
munications to  those  officers,  and  a  short  communication  to  the  War  Depart- 
ment, I  returned  to  Fort  McAllister  that  night,  and  before  daylight  was  ovc^ 
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taken  by  Major  Strong,  of  General  Foster's  Staff,  advising  me  that  General 
Foster  had  arrived  in  the  Ogeechee,  near  Fort  McAllister,  and  was  very  anx- 
ious to  meet  lue  on  board  his  boat.  I  accordiuffly  returned  with  him,  and 
met  General  Foster  on  board  the  steamer  Nem^a,  and,  after  consultation, 
determined  to  proceed  with  him  down  the  sound,  in  hopes  to  meet  Admiral 
Dahlgren.  But  we  did  not  meet  him  until  we  reached  Wassaw  Sound, 
about  noon.  I  there  went  on  board  the  Admiral's  flagship,  the  Harvest 
Moon,  after  having  arranged  with  General  Foster  to  send  us  from  Hilton 
Head  some  siege  ordnance,  and  some  boats  suitable  for  navigating  the  Ogee- 
chee River.  Admiral  Dahlgren  very  kindly  furnished  me  with  all  the  data 
concerning  his  fleet  and  the  numerous  forts  that  guarded  the  inland  channels 
between  the  sea  and  Savannah.  I  explained  to  him  how  completely  Savan- 
nah  was  invested  at  all  points  save  only  the  plank-road  on  the  South  Caro- 
lina shore,  known  as  the  "Union  Causeway,"  which  I  thought  I  could 
reach  from  my  left  flank  across  the  Savannah  River.  I  explained  to  him  that 
if  he  would  simply  engage  the  attention  of  the  forts  along  Wilmington 
Channel  at  Beaulieu  and  Kosedew,  I  thought  I  could  carry  the  defenses  of 
Savannah  by  assault  as  soon  as  the  heavy  ordnance  arrived  from  Hilton 
Head. 

On  the  15th  the  Admiral  carried  me  back  to  Fort  McAlUster,  whence  1 
returned  to  our  lines  in  the  rear  of  Savannah. 

Having  received  and  carefully  considered  all  the  reports  of  division  com- 
manders, I  determined  to  assault  the  lines  of  the  enemy  as  soon  as  my  heavy 
ordnance  came  from  Port  Royal,  first  making  a  formal  demand  for  surrender. 
On  the  l7th,  a  number  of  thirty-pounder  Parrott  guns  having  reached  King's 
Bridge,  I  proceeded  in  person  to  the  head-quarters  of  Major  General  Slocum 
on  the  Augusta  Road,  and  dispatched  thence  into  Savannah,  by  flag  of  truce, 
a  formal  demand  for  the  surrender  of  the  place,  and  on  the  following  day 
received  an  answer  from  General  Hardee,  refusing  to  surrender. 

In  the  meantime,  farther  reconnoissances  from  our  left  flank  had  demon- 
strated that  it  was  impracticable  or  unwise  to  push  any  considerable  force 
across  the  Savannah  River,  for  the  enemy  held  the  river  opposite  the  city 
with  iron-clad  gunboats,  and  could  destroy  any  pontoons  laid  down  by  us 
between  Hutchinson's  Island  and  the  South  Carolina  shore,  which  would 
isolate  any  force  sent  over  from  that  flank.  I  therefore  ordered  General  Slo- 
cum to  get  into  position  the  siege  guns  and  make  all  the  preparations  neces* 
sary  to  assault,  and  to  report  to  me  the  earliest  moment  when  he  could  be 
ready,  while  I  should  proceed  rapidly  round  by  the  right  and  make  arrange* 
ments  to  occupy  the  Union  Causeway  from  tbe  direction  of  Port  Royal. 
General  Foster  nad  already  established  a  division  of  troops  on  the  peninsula 
or  neck  between  the  Coosawhatchie  and  TullifinRey  Rivers,  at  the  head  of 
Broad  River,  from  which  position  he  could  reach  the  railroad  with  his 
artillery. 

I  went  to  Port  Royal  in  person,  and  made  arrangements  to  reinforce  that 
command  by  one  or  more  divisions  under  a  proper  officer,  to  assault  and 
carry  the  railroad,  and  thence  turn  toward  Savannah  until  it  occupied  the 
causeway  in  question.  I  went  on  board  the  Admiral's  flagship,  the  Harvest 
Moon,  which  put  to  sea  the  night  of  the  20th.  ]3ut  the  wmd  was  high,  and 
increased  during  the  night,  so  that  the  pilot  judged  Ossabaw  Bar  impassa- 
ble, and  ran  into  Tybee,  whence  we  proceeded  through  the  inland  channels 
into  Wassaw  Sound,  and  thence  through  Romney  Marsh.    But  the  ebb  tide 
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caught  the  Harvest  Moon,  and  she  was  unable  to  make  the  passage.  Admiral 
Dahlgren  took  me  in  his  barge,  and  pulling  in  the  direction  of  Vernon  River, 
we  raet  the  army  tug  Red  Legs,  bearing  a  message  from  my  adjutant.  Cap- 
tain Dayton,  of  that  morning,  the  21st,  to  the  ctt'ect  that  our  troops  were  ia 
possession  of  the  enemy's  lines,  and  were  advancing  without  opposition  into 
Savannah,  the  enemy  having  evacuated  the  place  during  the  previous  ni^ht. 

Admiral  Dahlgren  proceeded  up  the  Vernon  River  in  his  barge,  while  I 
transferred  to  the  tug,  in  which  I  proceeded  to  Fort  McAllister,  and  thence 
to  the  rice-mill ;  and  on  the  morning  of  the  22d  rode  into  the  city  of  Savan- 
nah, already  occupied  by  our  troops. 

I  was  very  much  disappointed  that  Hardee  bad  escaped  with  bis  garrison, 
and  had  to  content  myself  with  the  material  fruits  of  victory  without  the 
cost  of  life  which  would  have  attended  a  general  assault.  The  substantial 
results  will  be  more  clearly  set  forth  in  the  tabular  stutements  of  heavy  ord- 
nance and  other  public  property  acquired,  and  it  will  suffice  here  to  state, 
that  the  important  city  of  Savannah,  with  its  valuable  harbor  and  river,  was 
the  chief  object  of  the  campaign. 

With  it  we  acquired  all  the  forts  and  heavy  ordnance  in  its  vicinity,  with 
large  stores  of  ammunition,  shot  and  shells,  cotton,  rice,  and  other  valuable 
products  of  the  country.  We  also  gained  locomotives  and  cars,  which, 
though  of  little  use  to  us  in  the  present  condition  of  the  railroads,  are  a  seri- 
ous loss  to  the  enemy,  as  well  as  four  steamboats  gained,  and  the  loss  to  the 
enemy  of  the  iron-clad  Savannah,  one  ram,  and  ^rec  transports  blown  np  or 
burned  by  them  the  night  before. 

Formal  demand  having  been  made  for  the  surrender,  and  having  been 
refused,  I  contend  that  every  thing  within  the  line  of  intrenchments  belongs 
to  the  United  States,  and  I  shall  not  hesitate  to  use  it,  if  necessary,  for  public 
purposes.  But,  inasmuch  as  the  inhabitants  generally  have  manifested  a 
friendly  disposition,  I  shall  disturb  them  as  little  as  possible  consistently 
with  the  military  rights  of  present  and  future  military  Commanders,  without 
remitting  in  the  least  our  just  righte  as  captors. 

After  naving  made  the  necessary  orders  for  the  disposition  of  the  troopi 
in  and  about  Savannah,  I  ordered  Captain  O.  M.  Poe,  chief  engineer,  to 
make  a  thorough  examination  of  the  enemy's  works  in  and  about  Savannah, 
with  a  view  to  making  it  conform  to  our  future  uses.  New  lines  of  defenses 
will  be  built,  embracmg  the  city  proper.  Forts  Jackson,  Thunderbolt,  and 
Pulaski  retained,  with  slight  modifications  in  their  armament  and  rear  de- 
fenses. All  the  rest  of  the  enemy's  forts  will  be  dismantled  and  destroyed, 
and  their  heavy  ordnance  transferred  to  Hilton  Head,  where  it  can  be  more 
easily  guarded. 

Our  base  of  supplies  will  be  established  in  Savannah  as  soon  as  the  very 
difficult  obstructions  placed  in  the  river  can  be  partially  removed.  These 
obstructions  at  present  offer  a  very  serious  impediment  to  the  commerce  of 
Savannah,  consisting  of  crib- work  of  logs  and  timber  heavily  bolted  together, 
and  filled  with  the  cobble-stones  which  formerly  paved  the  streeta  of  Savan- 
nah. All  the  channels  below  the  city  were  found  more  or  less  filled  with 
torpedoes,  which  have  been  removed  by  order  of  Admiral  Dahlgren,  so  that 
Savannah  already  fulfills  the  important  part  it  was  designed  in  oar  plans  for 
the  future. 

In  thus  sketching  the  course  of  events  connected  with  this  campaign,  I 
have  purposely  passed  lightly  over  the  march  from  Atlanta  to  the  sea-aSiQie, 
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because  it  was  made  in  four  or  more  columns,  sometimes  at  a  distance  of 
fifteen  or  twenty  miles  from  each  other,  and  it  was  impossible  for  me  to 
attend  but  one.  Therefore  have  I  left  it  to  the  army  and  corps  commanders 
to  describe  in  their  own  language  the  events  which  attended  the  march  of 
their  respective  columns.  These  reports  arc  herewith  submitted,  and  I  beg 
to  refer  to  them  for  farther  details.  I  would  merely  sum  up  the  advantages 
which  I  conceive  have  accrued  to  us  by  this  march. 

Our  former  labors  in  North  Georgia  had  demonstrated  the  truth  that  no 
large  army,  carrying  with  it  the  necessary  stores  and  baggage,  can  overtake 
and  capture  an  inferior  force  of  the  enemy  in  his  own  countiy ;  therefore  no 
alternative  was  left  me  but  the  one  I  adopted,  namely,  to  divide  my  forces, 
and  with  the  one  part  act  offensively  against  the  enemy^s  resources,  while 
with  the  other  I  should  act  defensively,  and  invite  the  enemy  to  attack,  risk- 
ing the  chances  of  battle. 

In  this  conclusion  I  have  been  singularlv  sustained  by  the  results.  General 
Ilood,  who,  as  I  have  heretofore  described,  had  moved  to  the  westward,  near 
Tuscumbia,  with  a  view  to  decoy  me  away  from  Geoi^a,  finding  himself 
mistaken,  was  forced  to  choose  either  to  pursue  me,  or  to  act  offensively 
against  the  other  part,  left  in  Tennessee.  Ue  adopted  the  latter  course,  and 
General  Thomas  has  wisely  and  well  fulfilled  his  part  of  the  grand  scheme, 
in  drawing  llood  well  up  into  Tennessee  until  he  could  concentrate  all  his 
own  troops,  and  then  turn  upon  Hood,  as  he  has  done,  and  destroy  or  fatally 
cripple  his  army.  That  part  of  my  army  is  so  far  removed  from  me,  that  I 
leave,  with  perfect  confidence,  its  management  and  history  to  General  Tliomas. 

I  was  thereby  left  with  a  well-appointed  army  to  sever  the  enemy's  only 
remaining  railroad  communication  eastward  and  westward,  for  over  one  hun- 
dred  miles,  namely,  the  Georgia  State  railroad,  which  is  broken  up  from 
Fairbum  Station  to  Madison  and  the  Oconee,  and  the  Central  railroad  from 
Gordon  clear  to  Savannah,  with  numerous  breaks  on  the  latter  road  from  Gror- 
don  to  Eatonton,  and  from  Millen  to  Augusta,  and  the  Savannah  and  Gulf  rail- 
road. We  have  also  consumed  the  corn  and  fodder  in  the  region  of  country 
thirty  miles  on  either  side  of  a  line  from  Atlanta  to  Savannah,  as  also  the 
sweet  potatoes,  cattle,  hogs,  sheep,  and  poultry,  and  have  carried  away  more 
than  ten  thousand  horses  and  mules,  as  well  as  a  countless  number  of  their 
slaves.  I  estimate  the  damage  done  to  the  State  of  Georgia  and  its  military 
resources  at  one  hundred  millions  of  dollars;  at  least  twenty  millions  of 
which  has  inured  to  our  advantage,  and  the  remainder  is  simple  waste  and 
destruction.  This  may  seem  a  hard  species  of  warfare,  but  it  brings  the  sad 
icalities  of  war  home  to  those  who  have  been  directly  or  indirectly  instru- 
mcfital  in  involving  us  in  its  attendant  calamities. 

The  campaign  has  also  placed  this  branch  of  my  army  in  a  position  from 
which  other  great  military  results  may  be  attempted,  besides  leaving  in  Ten- 
nessee and  North  Alabama  a  force  which  is  amply  sufficient  to  meet  all  the 
chances  of  war  in  that  region  of  our  country. 

Since  the  capture  of  Atlanta  my  Staff  is  unchanged,  bave  that  General 
Barry,  chief  of  artillery,  has  been  absent,  sick,  since  our  leaving  Kingston. 
Surgeon  Moore,  United  States  Army,  is  chief  medical  director,  in  place  of 
Surgeon  Kittoe,  relieved  to  resume  his  proper  duties  as  a  medical  inspector. 

Itlajor  Hitchcock,  A.A.G.,  has  also  been  added  to  my  Staff,  and  has  been 
of  great  assistance  in  the  field  and  office. 

Captain  Dayton  still  remains  as  my  Adjutant  General.  All  have,  as  form- 
erly, fulfilled  their  parts  to  my  entire  satisfaction. 
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In  the  body  of  my  army  I  feel  a  just  pride.  Generals  Howard  and  Slo» 
cum  are  gentlemen  of  singular  capacity  and  intelligence,  thorough  soldien 
and  patriots,  working  day  and  night  not  for  themselves,  but  for  their  country 
and  their  men. 

General  Kilpatrick,  who  commanded  the  cavalry  of  this  array,  has  handled 
it  with  spirit  and  dash  to  ray  entire  satisfaction,  and  kept  a  superior  force  of 
the  enemy's  cavalry  from  even  approaching  our  infantry  columns  or  wagon 
trains.  His  report  is  full  and  graphic.  All  the  division  and  brigade  com- 
manders merit  my  personal  and  on^cial  thanks,  and  I  shall  spare  no  efforts  to 
secure  them  commissions  equal  to  the  rank  they  have  exercised  so  well 
As  to  the  rank  and  file,  they  seem  so  full  of  confidence  in  theraselves,  that  I 
doubt  if  they  want  a  compliment  from  me ;  but  I  must  do  them  the  justice 
to  say  that,  whether  called  on  to  fight,  to  march,  to  wade  streams,  to  make 
roads,  clear  out  obstructions,  build  bridges,  make  ''  corduroy,'*  or  tear  up 
railroads,  they  have  done  it  with  alacrity  and  a  degree  of  cheerfulness  unsa^ 

E&«sed.  A  little  loose  in  foraging,  they  **  did  some  things  they  ought  not  to 
ave  done ;"  yet,  on  the  whole,  they  have  supplied  the  wants  of  the  army 
with  as  little  violence  as  could  be  expected,  and  as  little  loss  as  I  calculated. 
Some  of  these  foraging  parties  had  encounters  with  the  enemy  which  would 
in  ordinary  times  rank  as  respectable  battles. 

The  behavior  of  our  troops  in  Savannah  has  been  so  manly,  so  quiet,  so 
perfect,  that  I  take  it  as  the  best  evidence  of  discipline  and  true  courage^ 
Never  was  a  hostile  city,  filled  with  women  and  children,  occupied  by  a  large 
army  with  less  disorder,  or  more  system,  order,  and  good  government  Tno 
same  general  and  generous  spirit  of  confidence  and  good  feeling  pervades  the 
army  which  it  has  ever  afforded  me  especial  pleasure  to  report  on  former 
occasions. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  express  my  heartfelt  thanks  to  Admiral 
Dahlgren  and  the  officera  and  men  of  his  fieet,  as  also  to  General  Foster  and 
his  command,  for  the  hearty  welcome  given  us  on  our  arrival  at  the  coast, 
and  for  their  ready  and  prompt  cooperation  in  all  measures  tending  to  the 
result  accomplished. 

I  send  herewith  a  raap  of  the  country  through  which  we  have  passed; 
reports  frora  General  Howard,  General  Slocum,  and  Greneral  Kilpatrick,  and 
their  subordinat<is  respectively,  with  the  usual  lists  of  captured  property, 
killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  prisoners  of  war  taken  and  rescued,  as  also 
copies  of  all  papers  illustrating  the  campaign,  all  of  which  are  respectfully 
submitted  by  Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 


II. 

CAMPAIGN  OF  THE  CAROLINAa 

Head-quastebs  of  thb  Mn.rrART  Dmsiox  of  the  ITississxppi,  ) 
GOLDSBOBO',  N.  C^  April  4,  1866.  ) 

General  : — I  must  now  endeavor  to  group  the  events  of  the  past  three 
months  connected  with  the  armies  under  ray  command,  in  order  that  yon 
may  have  as  clear  an  understanding  of  the  late  campaign  as  the  case    *    *' 
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of.  The  reports  of  the  subordinate  commanders  will  enable  you  to  fill  up 
the  picture. 

1  have  heretofore  explained  how,  in  the  progress  of  our  arms,  I  was  enabled 
to  leave  in  the  West  an  array  under  Major  General  George  H.  Thomas  of 
sufficient  strength  to  meet  emergencies  in  that  quarter,  while  in  person  I 
conducted  another  army,  composed  of  the  Fourteenth,  Fifteenth,  Seventeenth, 
and  Twentieth  Corps,  and  Kilpatrick'  s  division  of  cavalry,  to  the  Atlantic 
slope,  aiming  to  approach  the  grand  theater  of  war  in  Virginia  by  the  time 
the  season  would  admit  of  military  operations  in  that  latitude.  The  first 
lodgment  on  the  coast  was  made  at  Savannah,  strongly  fortified  and  armed, 
and  valuable  to  us  as  a  good  sea-port,  with  its  navigable  stream  inland. 
Near  a  month  was  consumed  there  in  refitting  the  army,  and  in  making  the 
proper  disposition  of  captured  property,  and  other  local  matters;  but  by  the 
15th  of  January  I  was  all  rearly  to  ^vgsume  the  march.  Preliminary  to  this, 
General  Howard,  commanding  the  right  wing,  was  ordered  to  embark  his 
command  at  Thunderbolt,  transport  it  to  Beaufort,  S.  C,  and  thence  by  the 
15th  of  January  make  a  lodgment  on  the  Charleston  railroad  at  or  near  Po- 
cotaligo.  This  wjis  accomplished  punctually,  at  little  cost,  by  the  Seven- 
teenth Corps,  Major  General  Blair,  and  a  depot  for  supplies  was  established 
near  the  mouth  of  Pocotaligo  Creek,  with  easy  water  communication  back 
to  Hilton  Head. 

The  left  wing,  Major  General  Slocum,  and  the  cavalry.  Major  General  Kil- 
patrick,  were  ordered  to  rendezvous  about  the  same  time  near  Robertsville 
and  Coosawhatchie,  S.  C,  with  a  depot  of  supplies  at  Pureysburg  or  State's 
Ferry,  on  the  Savannah  River.  General  Slocum  had  a  good  pontoon  bridge 
constructed  opposite  the  city,  and  the  "  Union  Causeway,"  leading  through 
the  low  rice-fields  opposite  Savannah,  was  repaired  and  '*  corduroyed ;"  but 
before  the  time  appointed  to  start,  the  heavy  rains  of  January  had  swelled 
the  river,  broken  the  pontoon  bridge,  overflowed  the  whole  "  bottom,"  so 
that  the  causeway  was  four  feet  under  water,  and  General  Slocum  was  com- 
pelled to  look  higher  up  for  a  passage  over  the  Savannah  River.  He  moved 
up  to  Sister's  Ferry,  but  even  there  the  river,  with  its  overflowed  bottoms, 
was  near  three  miles  wide,  and  he  did  not  succeed  in  getting  his  whole  wing: 
across  until  during  the  first  week  of  February. 

In  the  meantime  General  Grant  had  sent  me  Grover's  division  of  tho^ 
Nineteenth  Corps  to  garrison  Savannah,  and  drawn  the  Twenty-third  Corps,. 
Major  General  Schofield,  from  Tennessee,  and  sent  it  to  reinforce  the  com- 
mands of  Major  Generals  Terry  and  Palmer,  operating  on  the  coast  of  Northi 
Carolina,  to  prepare  the  way  for  my  coming. 

On  the  18th  of  January  I  transferred  the  forts  and  city  of  Savannah  to- 
Major  General  Foster,  commanding  the  Department  of  the  South,  imparted 
to  him  my  plans  of  operation,  and  instructed  him  how  to  follow  my  move- 
ments inland  by  occupying  in  succession  the  city  of  Charleston  and  suchi 
other  points  along  the  sea-coast  as  would  be  of  any  military  value  to  us^ 
The  combined  naval  and  land  forces  under  Admiral  Porter  and  General  Terry 
had,  on  the  15th  of  January,  captured  Fort  Fisher  and  the  Rebel  forts  at  the 
mouth  of  Cape  Fear  River,  giving  me  an  additional  point  of  security  on  the 
sea-coast.  But  I  had  already  resolved  in  my  own  mind,  and  had  so  advised 
General  Grant,  that  I  would  undertake  at  one  stride  to  make  Goldsboro',  and 
open  communication  with  the  sea  by  the  Newbem  railroad,  and  had  ordered 
Colonel  W.  W.  Wright,  superintendent  of  military  railroads,  to  proceed  ii; 
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advance  to  Newborn,  and  to  be  prepared  to  extend  the  railroad  ont  from 
Newbern  to  Goldsboro'  by  the  15th  of  March. 

On  the  19th  of  January  all  preparations  were  complete,  and  the  orders  of 
march  were  given.  My  chief  quarter-master  and  Commissary  General  Elaston 
and  Beckwith  were  ordered  to  complete  the  supplies  at  Sister's  Ferry  and 
Pocotaligo,  and  then  to  follow  our  movements  coastwise,  lookingr  for  ray 
arrival  at  Goldsboro',  N.  C,  about  March  15th,  and  opening  communication 
with  me  from  Morchead  City. 

On  the  22d  of  January  I  embarked  from  Savannah  for  Hilton  Head,  where 
I  held  a  conference  with  Admiral  Dahlgren,  United  States  Navy,  and  Major 
General  ^Foster,  commanding  the  Department  of  the  South,  and  next  pro- 
ceeded to  Beaufort,  riding  out  thence  on  the  24th  to  Pocotaligo,  where  the 
Seventeenth  Corps,  Major  General  Blair,  was  encamped.  The  Fifteenth 
Corps  was  somewhat  scattered — Wood's  and  Hazen's  divisions  at  BcaufDrt, 
John  E.  Smith  marching  from  Savannah  by  the  coast  road,  and  Corse  still  at 
Savannah,  cut  off  by  the  storms  and  freshet  in  the  river.  On  the  25th  a  dem- 
onstration was  made  against  the  Combahee  ferry  and  railroad  bridge 
across  the  Salkehatchie,  merely  to  amuse  the  enemy,  who  had  evideutly 
adopted  that  river  as  his  defensive  line  against  our  supposed  objective,  the  city 
of  Charleston.  I  reconnoitred  the  line  in  person,  and  saw  that  the  heavy 
rains  had  swollen  the  river,  so  that  water  stood  in  the  swamps  for  a  breadth 
of  more  than  a  mile  at  a  depth  of  from  one  to  twenty  feet.  Not  having  the 
remotest  intention  of  approaching  Charleston,  a  comparatively  small  force 
w^as  able,  by  seeming  preparations  to  cross  over,  to  keep  in  their  front  a  con- 
siderable force  of  the  enemy  disposed  to  contest  our  advance  on  Charleston. 
On  the  27th  I  rode  to  the  camp  of  General  Hatch's  division  of  Foster's  com- 
mand, on  the  Tullifinney  and  Coosawhatchie  Rivers,  and  directed  those 
places  to  be  evacuted,  as  no  longer  of  any  use  to  us.  That  division  was  then 
moved  to  Pocotaligo  to  keep  up  the  feints  already  begun,  until  we  should, 
with  the  right  wing,  move  higher  up  and  cross  the  Salkehatchie  about  Riv- 
er's or  Broxton's  Bridge. 

On  the  29th  I  learned  that  the  roads  back  of  Savannah  had  at  last  be- 
come sufficiently  free  of  the  flood  to  admit  of  General  Slocuni  putting  his 
wing  in  motion,  and  that  he  was  already  approaching  Sister's  Ferry,  w  hither 
a  gunboat,  the  Pontiac,  Captain  Luce,  kindly  furnished  by  Admiral  Dahl- 
gren, had  preceded  him  to  cover  the  crossing.  In  the  meantime  three  divis- 
ions of  the  Fifteenth  Corps  had  closed  up  at  Pocataligo,  and  the  right  wing 
had  loaded  its  wagons  and  was  ready  to  start.  I  therefore  directed  General 
Howard  to  move  one  corps,  the  Seventeenth,  along  the  Salkehatchie,  as  high 
up  as  River's  Bridge,  and  the  other,  the  Fifteenth,  by  Hickory  Hill,  Loper's 
Cross-roads,  Anglesey  Post-office,  and  Beaufort's  Bridge.  Hatch's  division 
was  ordered  to  remain  at  Pocotaligo,  feigning  at  tlie  Salkehatchie  railroad 
bridge  and  ferry,  until  our  movement  turned  the  enemy's  position  and 
forced  him  to  fall  behind  the  Edisto. 

The  Seventeenth  and  Fifteenth  Corps  drew  out  of  camp  on  the  31st  of 
January,  but  the  real  march  began  on  the  Ist  of  February.  All  the  roads 
northward  had  for  weeks  been  held  by  Wheeler's  cavalry,  who  had,  by  de- 
tails of  n<'gro  laborers,  felled  trees,  burned  bridges,  and  made  obstructions  to 
impede  our  march.  But  so  well  organized  were  our  pioneer  battalions,  and 
so  strong  and  intelHirent  our  men,  that  obstructions  seemed  only  to  quicken 
their  progress.     Felled  trees  were  removed  and  bridges  rebuilt  by  the  headi 
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of  columns  before  the  rear  could  close  up.  On  the  2d  of  February  the  Fif- 
teenth Corps  reached  Loper's  Cross-roads,  and  the  Seventeenth  was  at  River's 
Bridge.  From  Loper's  Cross-roads  I  communicated  with  General  Slocum, 
still  struggling  with  the  floods  of  the  Savannah  River  at  Sister's  Ferry.  He 
had  two  (livisions  of  the  Twentieth  Corps,  General  Williams',  on  tlu  <3ast 
bank,  and  was  enabled  to  cross  over  on  his  pontoons  the  cavalry  of  Kihi  t- 
rick.  General  Williams  was  ordered  to  Beaufort's  Bridge  by  way  of  Law- 
tonville  and  Allandale,  Kilpatrick  to  Blackville  via  Barnwell,  and  General 
Slocum  to  hurry  the  crossing  at  Sister's  Ferry  as  much  as  possible,  and  over- 
take the  right  wing  on  the  South  Carolina  railroad.  General  Howard,  with 
the  right  wing,  was  directed  to  cross  the  Salkchatchie  and  push  rapidly  for 
the  South  Carolina  railroad  at  or  near  Midway.  The  enemy  held  the  line  of 
the  Salkchatchie  in  force,  having  infantry  and  artillery  intrenched  at  River's 
and  Beaufort's  Bridges.  The  Seventeenth  Corps  was  ordered  to  carry  River's 
Bridge,  and  the  Fifteenth  Corps  Beaufort's  Bridge.  The  former  position 
was  carried  promptly  and  skiUtuUy  by  Mower's  and  Giles  A.  Smith  s  divis- 
ions of  the  Seventeenth  Corps,  on  the  3d  of  February,  by  crossing  the 
swamp,  nearly  three  miles  wide,  with  water  varying  from  knee  to  shoulder 
deep.  The  weather  was  bitter  cold,  and  Generals  Mower  and  Smith  led  their 
divisions  in  person  on  foot,  waded  the  swamp,  made  a  lodgment  below  the 
bridge,  and  turned  on  the  rebel  brigade  which  guarded  it,  driving  it  in  con- 
fusion and  disorder  toward  Branchville.  Our  casualties  were  one  officer  and 
seventeen  men  killed,  and  seventy  men  wounded,  who  were  sent  to  Poco- 
taligo.  The  line  of  the  Salkchatchie  being  thus  broken,  the  enemy  retreated 
at  once  behind  the  Edisto  at  Branchville,  and  the  whole  army  was  pushed 
rapidly  to  the  South  Carolina  railroad  at  Midway,  Bamberg  (or  Lowry's 
Station,)  and  Graham's  Station.  The  Seventeenth  Corps,  by  threatening 
Branchville,  forced  the  enemy  to  bum  the  railroad  bridge,  and  Walker's 
Bridge  below,  across  the  Edisto.  All  hands  were  at  once  set  to  work  to  de- 
stroy railroad  track.  From  the  7th  to  the  10th  of  February  this  work  was 
thoroughly  prosecuted  by  the  Seventeenth  Corps  from  the  Edisto  up  to  Bam- 
berg, and  by  the  Fifteenth  Corps  from  Bamberg  up  to  Blackville.  In  the 
meantime  General  Kilpatrick  had  brought  his  cavalry  rapidly  by  Barnwell  to 
Blackville,  and  had  turned  toward  Aiken,  with  ordera  to  threaten  Augusta, 
but  not  to  be  drawn  needlessly  into  a  serious  battle.  This  he  skillfully  ac- 
complished, skirmishing  heavily  with  W^hceler's  cavalry,  first  at  Blackville 
and  afterward  at  Williston  and  Aiken.  General  Williams,  with  two  divis- 
ions of  the  Twentieth  Corps,  marched  to  the  South  Carolina  railroad  at  Gra- 
ham's Station  on  the  8th,  and  General  Slocum  reached  Blackville  cu  the 
10th.  The  destruction  of  the  railroad  was  continued  by  the  left  wing  fzom 
Blackville  up  to  Windsor.  By  the  1 1th  of  February  all  the  army  wa«  on  tlie 
railroad  all  the  way  from  Midway  to  Johnson's  Station,  thereby  dividing  the 
enemy's  forces,  which  still  remained  at  Branchville  and  Charleston  on  the  one 
hand,  Aiken  and  Augusta  on  the  other. 

We  then  began  the  movement  on  Orangeburg.  The  Seventeenth  Corps 
crossed  the  South  fork  of  Edisto  River  at  Binnakcr's  Bridge  and  moved 
straight  for  Orangeburg,  while  the  Fifteenth  Corps  crossed  at  Ilolmau's 
Bridge  and  moved  to  Poplar  Springs  in  support  The  left  wing  and  cavalry 
were  still  at  work  on  the  railroad,  with  orders  to  cross  the  South  Edisto  at 
New  and  Guignard's  Bridges,  move  to  the  Orangeburg  and  Edgefield  road, 
and  there  await  the  result  of  the  attack  on  Orangeburg.     On  the  12th  the 
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Seventeenth  Corps  found  the  enemy  intrenched  in  front  of  the  Orangeburg 
Bridge,  but  swept  him  away  by  a  dash,  and  followed  him,  forcing  him  across 
the  bridge,  which  was  partially  burned.  Behind  the  bridge  was  a  battery  in 
position,  covered  by  a  cotton  and  earth  parapet,  with  wines  as  &r  as  could 
be  seen.  General  Blair  held  one  division  (Giles  A.  Smith's)  close  np  to  the 
Edisto,  and  moved  the  other  two  to  a  point  about  two  miles  below,  where  he 
crossed  Force's  division  by  a  pontoon  bridge,  holding  Mower's  in  support 
As  soon  as  Force  emerged  from  the  swamp  the  enemy  gave  ground,  and 
Giles  Smith's  division  gained  the  bridge,  crossed  over,  and  occupied  the 
enemy's  parapet.  He  soon  repaired  the  bridge,  and  by  four  p.  ii.  the  whole 
corps  was  in  Orangeburg,  and  had  begun  the  work  of  destruction  on  the  rail- 
road. Blair  was  ordered  to  destroy  this  railroad  effectually  up  to  Lewisville, 
and  to  push  the  enemy  across  the  Congaree  and  force  him  to  bum  tlie  bridges, 
which  he  did  on  the  14th ;  and  without  wasting  time  or  labor  on  Branchville 
or  Charleston,  which  I  knew  the  enemy  could  no  longer  hold,  I  turned  all 
the  columns  straight  on  Columbia. 

The  Seventeenth  Corps  followed  the  State  road,  and  the  Fifteenth  crossed 
the  North  Edisto  from  Poplar  Springs  at  Schilling's  Bridge,  above  the  mouth 
of  "Cawcaw  Swamp"  Creek,  and  took  a  country  road  which  came  into  the 
State  road  at  Zeigler's.  On  the  15th,  the  Fifteenth  Corps  found  the  enemy 
in  a  strong  position  at  Little  Congaree  Bridge  (across  Congaree  Creek,)  with 
a  iete-de-pont  on  the  south  side,  and  a  well  constructed  fort  on  the  north  side, 
commanding  the  bridge  with  artillery.  The  ground  in  front  was  very  bad, 
level,  and  clear,  with  a  fresh  deposit  of  mud  from  a  recent  overflow.  Gren- 
eral  Charles  R.  Wood,  who  commanded  the  leading  division,  succeeded, 
however,  in  turning  the  flank  of  the  tete-de-pont  by  sending  Stone's  brigade 
through  a  cypress  swamp  to  the  left ;  and  following  up  the  retreating  enemy 
promptly,  he  got  possession  of  the  bridge  and  the  fort  beyond.  The  bridge 
nad  been  partially  damaged  by  fire,  and  had  to  be  repaired  for  the  passage 
of  artillery,  so  that  night  closed  in  before  the  head  of  the  column  could  reach 
the  bridge  across  Congaree  River  in  front  of  Columbia,  That  night  the 
enemy  shelled  our  camps  from  a  battery  on  the  east  side  of  the  Congaree 
above  Granby.  Early  next  morning  (February  16tM  the  head  of  column 
reached  the  bank  of  the  Congaree  opposite  Columbia,  but  too  late  to  save  the 
fine  bridge  which  spanned  the  river  at  that  point.  It  was  burned  by  the 
enemy.  While  waiting  for  the  pontoons  to  come  to  the  front,  we  could  see 
people  running  about  the  streets  of  Columbia,  and  occasionally  small  bodies 
of  cavalry,  but  no  masses.  A  single  gun  of  Captain  De  Grass'  battery  was 
firing  at  their  cavalry  squads,  but  I  checked  his  firing,  limiting  him  to  a  few 
shots  at  the  unfinished  State-house  walls,  and  a  few  shells  at  the  railroad 
depot,  to  scatter  the  people  who  were  seen  carrying  away  sacks  of  com  and 
meal  that  we  needed.  Tnere  was  no  white  flag  or  manifestation  of  sarrcnder. 
I  directed  General  Howard  not  to  cross  directly  in  front  of  Columbia,  but  to 
cross  the  Saluda  at  the  factory,  three  miles  above,  and  afterward  Broad 
River,  so  as  to  approach  Columbia  from  the  north.  Within  an  hour  of  the 
arrival  of  General  Howard's  head  of  column  at  the  river  opposite  Columbia, 
the  head  of  column  of  the  left  wing  also  appeared,  and  I  directed  General 
Slocum  to  cross  the  Saluda  at  Zion  Church,  and  thence  to  take  roads  direct 
for  Winnsboro',  breaking  up  en  route  the  railroads  and  bridges  about  Alston. 

General  Howard  effected  a  crossing  of  the  Saluda  near  the  factory  on  the 
IGth,  skirmishing  with  cavalry,  and  the  same  night  made  a  flying  bridge 
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across  Broad  River,  about  three  miles  above  Columbia,  by  which  he  crossed 
over  Stone's  brigade  of  Wood's  division,  Fifteenth  'Corps.  Under  cover  of 
this  brigade  a  pontoon  bridge  was  laid  on  the  morning  of  the  17th.  I  was 
in  person  at  this  bridge,  and  at  11  a.  m.  learned  that  the  Mayor  of  Columbia 
had  come  out  in  a  carriage  and  made  formal  surrender  of  the  city  to  Colonel 
Stone,  Twenty-fifth  Iowa  Infantry,  commanding  third  brigade,  first  division, 
Fifteenth  Corps.  About  the  same  time,  a  small  party  of  the  Seventeenth 
Corps  had  crossed  the  Congaree  in  a  skiff,  and  entered  Columbia  from  a  point 
immediately  west.  In  anticipation  of  the  occupation  of  the  city,  I  had 
made  written  orders  to  General  Howard  touching  the  conduct  of  the  troops. 
These  were  to  destroy  absolutely  all  arsenals  and  public  property  not  needed 
for  our  own  use,  as  well  as  all  railroads,  depots,  and  machinery  useful  in  war 
to  an  enemy,  but  to  spare  all  dwellings,  colleges,  schools,  asylums,  and  Imrra- 
less  private  property.  I  was  the  first  to  cross  the  pontoon  bridge,  and  in 
company  witli  General  Howard  rode  into  the  city.  The  day  was  clear,  but 
a  perfect  tempest  of  wind  was  raging.  The  brigade  of  Colonel  Stone  was 
already  in  the  city,  and  was  properly  posted.  Citizens  and  soldiers  were  on 
the  streets,  and  general  good  order  prevailed.  General  Wade  Hampton,  who 
commanded  the  Confederate  rear-guard  of  cavalry,  had,  in  anticipation  of  our 
capture  of  Columbia,  ordered  that  all  cotton,  public  and  private,  should  be 
moved  into  the  streets  and  fired,  to  prevent  our  making  use  of  it.  Bales 
were  piled  every  where,  the  rope  and  bagging  cut,  and  tufts  of  cotton  were 
blown  about  in  the  wind,  lodged  in  the  trees  and  against  houses,  so  as  to 
resemble  a  snow-storm.  Some  of  these  piles  of  cotton  were  burning,  espe- 
cially one  in  the  very  heart  of  the  city  near  the  Court-house,  but  the  fire  was 
partially  subdued  by  the  labor  of  our  soldiers.  During  the  day,  the  Fif- 
teenth Corps  passed  through  Columl»ia  and  out  on  the  Camden  Road.  The 
Seventeenth  ciid  not  enter  the  town  at  all ;  and,  as  I  have  before  stated,  the 
let\  wing  and  cavalry  did  not  come  within  two  miles  of  the  town. 

Before  one  single  public  building  had  been  fired  by  order,  the  smouldering 
fires  set  by  Hampton's  order  were  rekindled  by  the  wind,  and  communicated 
to  the  buildings  around.  About  dark  they  began  to  spread,  ahi  got  beyond 
the  control  of  the  brigade  on  duty  within  the  city.  The  whc  le  of  Wood's 
division  was  brought  m,  but  it  was  found  impossible  to  chcv.^  the  flames, 
which  by  midnight  had  become  unmanageable,  and  raged  until  about  four  a. 
M.,  when,  the  wind  subsiding,  they  were  got  under  control.  I  was  up  nearly 
all  night,  and  saw  Generals  Howard,  Logan,  Wood,  and  others  laboring  to 
save  houses,  and  to  protect  families  thus  suddenly  deprived  of  shelter  and  of 
bedding  and  wearing  apparel.  I  disclaim  on  the  part  of  my  army  any 
agency  in  this  fire,  but,  on  the  contrary,  claim  that  we  saved  what  of  Colum- 
bia remains  unconsumed.  And,  without  hesitation,  1  charge  General  Wade 
Hampton  with  having  burned  his  own  city  of  Columbia,  not  with  a  malicious 
intent,  or  as  the  manifestation  of  a  silly  "  Roman  stoicism,"  but  from  folly 
and  want  of  sense,  in  filling  it  with  lint,  cotton,  and  tinder.  Our  officers  and 
men  on  duty  worked  well  to  extinguish  the  flames ;  but  others  not  on  duty, 
including  the  officers  who  had  long  been  imprisoned  there,  rescued  by  us, 
may  have  assisted  in  spreading  the  fire  after  it  had  once  begun,  and  may 
have  indulged  in  unconcealed  joy  to  see  the  ruin  of  the  Capital  of  South 
Carolina.  During  the  18th  and  19th,  the  arsenal,  railroad  depots,  maciiine- 
shops,  founderies,  and  other  buildings  were  properly  destroyed  by  detailed 
working  parties,  and  the  railroad  track  torn  up  and  destroyed  to  Kingsvilio 
and  the  Wateree  Bridge,  and  up  in  the  direction  of  Winnsboro'. 
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At  the  same  time,  tha  left  wing  and  cavalry  Lad  crossed  the  Saluda  and 
Broad  Rivera,  breaking  np  railroad  about  Alston,  and  as  high  up  as  the  bridcre 
across  Broad  River  on  the  Spartanburg  Road,  the  main  body  moving  straignt 
for  Winnsboro',  which  General  Slocum  reached  on  the  21st  of  February,  lie 
caused  the  railroad  to  be  destroyed  up  to  Blackstakes  Depot,  and  then  turned 
to  Rocky  Mount,  on  the  Catawba  River.  The  Twentieth  Corps  reached 
Rocky  Mount  on  the  22d,  laid  a  pontoon  bridge,  and  crossed  over  during  the 
23d.  Kilpatrick's  cavalry  followed,  and  crossed  over  in  a  heavy  rain  during 
the  night  of  the  23d,  and  moved  up  to  Lancaster,  with  orders  to  keep  up  the 
delusion  of  a  general  movement  on  Charlotte,  N.  C,  to  which  General  Beau- 
regard and  all  the  cavalry  of  the  enemy  had  retreated  from  Columbia.  I 
w^as  also  aware  that  Cheatham's  Corps,  of  Hood's  old  army  was  aiming  to 
make  a  junction  with  Beauregard  at  Charlotte,  having  been  cut  off  by  our 
rapid  movement  on  Columbia  and  Winnsboro'.  From  the  23d  to  the  26lh 
we  had  heavy  rains,  swelling  the  rivers  and  making  the  roads  almost  impas- 
sable. The  Twentieth  Corps  reached  Hanging  Rock  on  the  20th,  and  waited 
there  for  the  Fourteenth  Corps  to  get  across  tlie  Catawba.  Tlie  heavy  rains 
had  so  swollen  the  river  that  the  pontoon  bridge  broke,  and  General  Davis 
had  very  hard  work  to  restore  it  and  get  his  command  across.  At  last  he 
succeeded,  and  the  left  wing  was  all  put  in  motion  for  Cheraw. 

In  the  meantime,  the  right  wing  had  broken  up  the  railroad  to  Winnsboro', 
and  thence  turned  for  Pea's  Feny,  where  it  was  crossed  over  the  Catawba 
before  the  heavy  rains  set  in,  the  Seventeenth  Corps  moving  straight  on 
Cheraw  via  Young's  Bridge,  and  the  Fifteenth  Corps  by  Tiller's  and  Kelly's 
Bridges.  From  this  latter  corps  detachments  were  sent  into  Camden  to  bum 
the  bridge  over  the  Wateree,  with  the  railroad  depot,  stores,  etc.  A  small 
force  of  mounted  men  under  Captain  Duncan  was  also  dispatched  to  make  a 
dash  and  interrupt  the  railroad  from  Charleston  to  Florence,  but  it  met  But- 
ler's division  of  cavalry,  and,  after  a  sharp  night  skirmish  on  Mount  Elon, 
was  compelled  to  return  unsuccessful.  Much  bad  road  was  encountered  at 
Lynch's  Creek,  which  delayed  the  right  wing  about  the  same  length  of  time 
as  the  left  wing  had  been  at  the  Catawba. 

On  the  2d  of  March,  the  leading  division  of  the  Twentieth  Corps  entered 
Chesterfield,  skirmishing  with  Butler's  division  of  cavalry,  and  the  next  day 
about  noon  the  Seventeenth  Corps  entered  Cheraw,  the  enemy  retreating 
across  the  Pedee  and  burning  the  bridge  at  that  point.  At  Cheraw  we  found 
much  ammunition  and  many  guns,  which  had  been  brought  from  Charleston 
on  the  evacuation  of  that  city.  These  were  destroyed,  as  also  the  railroad 
trestles  and  bridges  down  as  far  as  Darlington.  An  expedition  of  mounted 
infantry  was  also  sent  down  to  Florence,  but  it  encountered  both  cavalry  and 
infiuitry,  and  returned,  having  only  broken  up  in  part  the  branch  road  from 
Florence  to  Cheraw. 

AVithout  unnecessary  delay  the  columns  were  again  put  in  motion,  directed 
on  Fayettevillc,  N.  C,  the  right  wing  crosshig  the  Pedee  at  Cheraw  and  the 
left  wing  and  cavalry  at  Sneedsboro'.  General  Kilpatrick  was  ordered  to 
keep  well  on  the  left  flank,  and  the  Fourteenth  Corps,  moving  by  Love's 
Bridge,  was  given  the  right  to  enter  and  occupy  Fayetteville  first.  The 
weather  continued  unfavorable  and  the  roads  bad,  but  the  Fourteenth  and 
Seventeenth  Corps  reached  Fayetteville  on  the  11th  of  March,  skirmishing 
with  Wade  Hampton's  cavalry,  that  covered  the  rear  of  Hardee's  retreating 
army,  which,  as  usual,  had  crossed  Cape  Fear  River,  burning  the  bridge. 
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During  tlie  march  from  the  Pedee,  General  Kilpatrick  had  kept  his  cavalry 
well  on  the  left  and  exposed  flank.  During  the  night  of  the  9th  March  his 
three  brigades  were  divided  to  picket  tlie  roads.  General  Hampton,  detect^ 
ing  this,  dashed  in  at  daylight  and  gained  possession  of  the  camp  of  Colonel 
Spencer's  brigade,  and  the  house  in  which  General  Kilpatrick  and  Colonel 
Spencer  had  their  quarters.  The  surprise  was  complete,  but  General  Kilpat- 
rick quickly  succeeded  in  rallying  his  men  on  foot  in  a  swamp  near  by,  and, 
by  a  prompt  attack,  well  followed  up,  regained  his  artillery,  horses,' camp, 
and  every  thing,  save  some  prisoners  whom  the  enemy  carried  off,  leaving 
their  dead  on  the  ground. 

The  12th,  13th,  and  14th  were  passed  at  Fayetteville,  destroying  abso- 
lutely the  United  States  Arsenal  and  the  vast  amount  of  machinery  which 
had  formerly  belonged  to  the  old  Ilarper's  Ferry  United  States  Arsenal. 
Every  building  was  knocked  down  and  burned,  and  every  piece  of  machinery 
utterly  broken  up  and  ruined,  by  the  First  regiment  Michigan  engineers, 
under  the  immediate  supervision  of  Colonel  O.  M.  Poe,  chief  engineer. 
Much  valuable  property  of  great  use  to  an  enemy  was  here  destroyed  or  cast 
into  the  river. 

Up  to  this  period,  I  had  perfectly  succeeded  in  interposing  my  superior 
army  between  the  scattered  parts  of  my  enemy.  But  I  was  then  aware  that 
the  fragments  that  had  left  Columbia  under  Beauregard  had  been  reinforced 
by  Cheatham's  Corps  from  the  West  and  the  garrison  of  Augusta,  and  that 
ample  time  had  been  given  to  move  them  to  my  front  and  flank  about  Ra- 
leigh. Ilardee  had  also  succeeded  in  getting  across  Cape  Fear  River  ahead  of 
me,  and  could  therefore  complete  the  junction  with  the  other  armies  of 
Johnston  and  Hoke  in  North  Carolina.  And  the  whole,  under  the  command 
of  the  skillful  and  experienced  Joe  Johnston,  made  up  an  army  superior  to 
me  in  cavalry,  and  formidable  enough  in  artillery  and  infantry  to  justify  me 
in  extreme  caution  in  making  the  last  step  necessary  to  complete  the  march 
I  had  undertaken.  Previous  to  reaching  Fayetteville,  I  had  dispatched 
to  Wilmington  from  Laurel  Hill  Church  two  of  our  best  scouts  with  intelli- 
gence of  our  position  and  my  general  plans.  Both  of  these  messengere 
reached  Wilmington,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  12th  of  March  the  army  tug 
Davidson,  Captam  Ainsworth,  reached  Fayetteville  from  Wilmington,  bring- 
ing me  full  intelligence  of  events  from  the  outer  world.  On  the  same  day, 
this  tug  carried  back  to  General  Terry,  at  Wilmington,  and  General  Schofield, 
at  Ncwbern,  my  dispatches  to  the  effect  that  on  Wednesday,  the  15th,  we 
would  move  for  Goldsboro',  feigning  on  Raleigh,  and  ordering  them  to  march 
straight  for  Goldsboro',  which  I  expected  to  reach  about  the  20tli.  The 
same  day,  the  gunboat  Eolus,  Captain  Young,  United  States  Navy,  also> 
reached  Fayetteville,  and  through  her  1  continued  to  have  communication 
with  Wilmington  until  the  day  of  our  actual  departure.  While  the  work  of 
destruction  was  going  on  at  Fayetteville,  two  pontoon  bridges  were  laid 
across  Cape  Fear  River,  one  opposite  the  town,  the  other  three  miles  below.. 

General  Kilpatrick  was  ordered  to  move  up  the  plank  road  to  and  beyond' 
Avery sboro'.  He  was  to  be  followed  by  four  divisions  of  the  left  wing,  with 
as  few  wagons  as  possible ;  the  rest  of  the  train,  under  escort  of  the  two 
remaining  divisions  of  that  wing,  to  take  a  shorter  and  more  direct  road  to 
Goldsboro'.  In  like  manner.  General  Howard  was  ordered  to  send  his  trains, 
under  good  escort,  well  to  the  right,  toward  Faison's  Depot  and  Goldsboro\ 
and  to  hold  four  divisions  light,  ready  to  go  to  the  aid  of  the  left  wing  it 


686  BATTLE    OF    AVERYSBORO*. 

attacked  while  in  motion.  The  weather  continued  very  bad,  and  the  roads 
had  become  mere  quagmire.  Almost  every  foot  of  them  had  to  be  corduroyed 
to  admit  the  passage  of  wheels.  Still,  time  was  so  important  that  punctc- 
ally,  according  to  order,  the  columns  moved  out  from  Cape  Fear  River  on 
Wednesday,  the  15th  of  March.  I  accompanied  General  Slocum,  who,  pre- 
ceded by  Kilpatrick's  cavalry,  moved  up  the  river  or  plank  road  that  day  to 
Kyle's  Landing,  Kilpatrick  skirmishing  heavily  with  the  enemy's  rear-guard 
about  three  miles  beyond,  near  Taylor's  Hole  Creek.  At  General  Kilpat- 
rick's  request,  General  Slocum  sent  forward  a  brigade  of  infantry  to  hold  a 
line  of  barricades.  Next  morning,  the  column  advanced  in  the  same  order, 
and  developed  the  enemy,  with  artillery,  infantry,  and  cavalry,  in  an  in- 
trenched position  in  front  of  the  point  where  the  road  branches  off  toward 
Goldsboro'  through  Bcntonville.  On  an  inspection  of  the  map,  it  was  man- 
ifest that  Hardee,  in  retreating  from  Fayetteville,  had  halted  in  the  narrow, 
swampy  neck  between  Cape  Fear  and  South  Rivers,  in  hopes  to  hold  me  to 
save  time  for  the  concentration  of  Johnston's  armies  at  some  point  to  his 
rear,  namely,  Raleigh,  Smithfield,  or  Goldsboro'.  Hardee's  force  was  esti- 
mated at  20,000  men.  It  was  necessary  to  dislodge  him,  that  we  might  have 
the  use  of  the  Goldsboro'  road,  as  also  to  keep  up  the  feint  on  Raleigh  as 
long  as  possible.  General  Slocum  was  therefore  ordered  to  press  and  carry 
the  position,  only  difficult  by  reason  of  the  nature  of  the  ground,  which  was 
80  soft  that  horses  would  sink  every  where,  and  even  men  could  hardly  make 
their  way  over  the  common  pine  barren. 

The  Twentieth  Corps,  General  Williams,  had  the  lead,  and  Ward's  divis- 
ion the  advance.  This  was  deployed,  and  the  skirmish  line  developed  the 
position  of  a  brigade  of  Charleston  heavy  artillery  armed  as  infantiy 
(Rhett's)  posted  across  the  road  behind  a  light  parapet,  with  a  battery  of 
guns  enfilading  the  approach  across  a  cleared  field.  General  Williams  sent 
a  brigade  (Casey's)  by  a  circuit  to  his  left  that  turned  this  line,  and  by  a 
quick  charge  broke  the  brigade,  which  rapidly  retreated  back  to  a  second  line, 
better  built  and  more  strongly  held.  A  battery  of  artillery  (Winnager's) 
well  posted,  under  the  immediate  direction  of  Major  Reynolds,  chief  of  artil- 
lery, of  Twentieth  Corps,  did  good  execution  on  the  retreating  brigade,  and, 
on  advancing  Ward's  division  over  this  ground,  General  Williams  captured 
three  guns  and  two  hundred  and  seventeen  prisoners,  of  which  sixty-eight 
were  wounded,  and  left  in  a  house  near  by  with  a  rebel  oflBcer,  four  men,  and 
five  days'  rations.  One  hundred  and  eight  rebel  dead  were  buried  by  us.  A» 
Ward's  division  advanced,  he  developed  a  second  and  stronger  line,  when 
Jackson's  division  was  deployed  forward  on  the  right  of  tVard,  and  the  two 
divisions  of  Jeff.  C.  Davis,  (Fourteenth^  Corps  on  the  left  well  toward  the 
Cape  Fear.  At  the  same  time,  Kilpatnck,  who  was  acting  in  concert  with 
General  Williams,  was  ordered  to  draw  back  his  cavalry  and  mass  it  on  the 
extreme  right,  and,  in  concert  with  Jackson's  right,  to  feel  forward  for  the 
Goldsboro'  road.  He  got  a  brigade  on  the  road,  but  it  was  attacked  by 
McLaw's  rebel  division  furiously,  and  though  it  fought  well  and  hard,  the 
brigade  drew  back  to  the  flank  of  the  infantry.  The  whole  line  advanced  late 
in  the  afternoon,  drove  the  enemy  well  within  his  intrenched  line,  and  pressed 
him  so  hard  that  next  morning  he  was  gone,  having  retreated  in  a  miserable 
stormy  nigbi  over  the  worst  of  roads.  Ward's  division  of  infantry  followed 
to  and  through  Averysboro',  developing  the  fact  that  Hardee  had  retreated, 
-liot  on  Rftleigh,  but  on  Smithfield.     I  had  the  night  before  directed  Kilptt* 
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rick  to  cross  South  River  at  a  milldam  to  our  right  rear  and  move  up  ou  the 
east  side  toward  Elevation.  General  Slocura  reports  his  aggregate  loss  in 
this  affair,  known  as  that  of  Averysboro',  at  twelve  officers  and  sixty-five  men 
killed,  and  four  hundred  and  seventy-seven  wounded.  We  lost  no  prisoners. 
The  enemy's  loss  can  be  inferred  from  his  dead  (one  hundred  and  eight)  left 
for  us  to  bury.  Leaving  Ward's  division  to  keep  up  a  show  of  pursuit,  Slo- 
cum's  column  was  turned  to  the  right,  built  a  bridge  across  the  swollen  South 
River,  and  took  the  Goldsboro'  road,  Kilpatrick  crossing  to  the  north  in  the 
direction  of  Elevation,  with  orders  to  move  eastward,  watching  that  flank. 
In  the  meantime,  the  wagon  trains  and  guards,  as  also  Howard's  column, 
were  wallowing  along  the  miry  roads  toward  Bentonville  and  Goldsboro'. 
The  enemy's  infantry,  as  before  stated,  had  retreated  on  Siliithfield,  and  his 
cavalry  retreated  across  our  front  in  the  same  direction,  burning  the  bridges 
across  Mill  Creek.  I  continued  with  the  head  of  Slocum's  column,  and 
camped  the  night  of  the  18th  with  him  on  the  Goldsboro'  road,  twenty-seven 
miles  from  Goldsboro',  about  five  miles  from  Bentonville,  and  where  the 
road  from  Clinton  to  Smithfield  crosses  the  Goldsboro'  road.  Howard  was 
at  Lee's  Store,  only  two  miles  south,  and  both  columns  had  pickets  three 
miles  forward,  to  where  the  two  roads  came  together  and  became  common  to 
Goldsboro'. 

All  the  signs  induced  me  to  believe  that  the  enemy  would  make  no  farther 
opposition  to  our  progress,  and  would  not  attempt  to  strike  us  in  flank  while 
in  motion.  I  therefore  directed  Howard  to  move  his  right  wing  by  the  new 
Goldsboro'  road,  which  goes  by  way  of  Falling  Creek  Church.  1  also  left 
Slocum  and  joined  Howard's  column,  with  a  view  to  open  communications 
with  General  Schofield,  coming  up  from  Newbem,  and  Terry  from  Wilming- 
ton. I  found  General  Howard's  column  well  strung  out,  owing  to  the  very 
bad  roads,  and  did  not  overtake  him  in  person  until  he  had  reached  Falling 
Creek  Church,  with  one  regiment  forward  to  the  cross-roads  near  Cox's 
Bridge  across  the  Neuse.  Inad  gone  from  General  Slocum  about  six  miles, 
when  I  heard  artillery  in  his  direction,  but  was  soon  made  easy  by  one  of 
his  staff  officers  overtaking  me,  explaining  that  his  leading  division  (Carlin's) 
had  encountered  a  division  of  rebel  cavalry  (Dibbrell's),  which  he  was  driving 
easily.  But  soon  other  staff  officers  came  up,  reporting  that  he  had  deve^ 
oped  near  Bentonville  the  whole  of  the  rebel  army,  under  General  Johnston 
himself.  1  sent  him  orders  to  call  up  the  two  divisions  guarding  his  wagon 
trains,  and  Hazen's  division  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps,  still  back  near  Lee's 
Store,  to  fight  defensively  until  I  could  draw  up  Blair's  Corps,  then  near 
Mount  Olive  Station,  and,  with  the  three  remaining  divisions  of  the  Fifteenth 
Corps,  come  up  on  Johnston's  left  rear  from  the  direction  of  Cox's  Bridge. 
In  the  meantime,  while  on  the  road,  I  received  couriers  from  both  General^ 
Schofield  and  Terry.  The  former  reported  himself  in  possession  of  Kins- 
ston,  delayed  somewhat  by  want  of  provisions,  but  able  to  march  so  as  to 
make  Goldsboro'  on  t.ho  21st;  and  Terry  was  at  or  near  Faison's  Depot. 
Orders  were  at  once  dispatched  to  Schofield  to  push  for  Goldsboro',  and  to 
make  dispositions  to  cross  Little  River  in  the  direction  of  Smithfield  as  far 
as  Millard ;  to  General  Terry  to  move  to  Cox's  Bridge,  lay  a  pontoon  bridge, 
and  establish  a  crossing;  and  to  General  Blair  to  make  a  night  march  to 
Falling  Creek  Church ;  and  at  daylight,  the  right  wing,  General  Howard, 
less  the  necessary  wagon  guards,  was  put  in  rapid  motion  on  Bentonville. 
By  subsequent  reports,  I  learned  that  General  Slocum's  head  of  column  had 
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advanced  from  its  camp  of  March  18tb,  and  first  encountered  Dibbrcll's  ca?* 
ahy,  but  soon  found  bis  progress  impeded  by  infantry  and  artillery.  The 
enemy  attacked  bis  bead  of  column,  gaining  a  temporary  advantage,  and  took 
three  guns  and  caissons  of  General  Carlin's  division,  driving  the  two  leading 
brigades  back  on  the  main  body.  As  soon  as  General  Slocum  realized  that 
he  had  in  his  front  tbe  whole  Confederate  army,  he  promptly  deployed  the 
two  divisions  of  the  Fourteenth  Corps,  General  Davis,  and  rapidly  brought 
up  on  their  left  the  two  divisions  of  the  Twentieth  Corps,  General  Williams. 
These  he  arranged  on  the  defensive,  and  hastily  prepared  a  line  of  barricades. 
General  Kilpatrick  also  came  up  at  the  sound  of  artillery,  and  massed  on  the 
left.  In  this  position,  the  left  wing  received  six  distinct  assaults  by  the  com- 
bined forces  of  Uoke,  Hardee  and  Cheatham,  under  the  immediate  command 
of  General  Johnston  himself,  without  giving  an  inch  of  ground,  and  doing 
good  execution  on  the  enemy's  ranks,  especially  with  our  artillerj-,  the  enemy 
having  little  or  none. 

Johnston  had  moved  by  night  from  Smithfield  with  great  rapidity  and 
without  unnecessary  wheels,  intending  to  overwhelm  my  left  flank  before  it 
could  be  relieved  by  its  cooperating  columns.  But  he  "  reckoned  w  ithout 
his  host."  I  had  expected  just  such  a  movement  all  the  way  from  Fayette- 
ville,  and  was  prepared  for  it.  During  the  night  of  the  10th,  General  Slo- 
cum got  up  bis  wagon  train  with  its  guard  of  two  divisions,  and  llazen's 
division  of  tbe  Fifteenth  Corps,  which  reinforcement  enabled  him  tonnake 
his  position  impregnable.  The  right  wing  found  rebel  cavalry  watching  its 
approach,  but  unable  to  offer  any  serious  opposition,  until  our  bead  of  col- 
umn encountered  a  considerable  body  behind  a  barricade  at  the  forks  of  the 
road  near  Bentonville,  about  three  miles  cast  of  the  battle-field  of  the  dav 
before.  This  body  of  cavalry  was,  however,  quickly  dislodged,  and  the  in- 
tersection of  the  roads  secured.  On  moving  forward  the  Fifteenth  Corps, 
General  Logan  found  that  the  enemy  had  thrown  back  his  left  flank,  and  bad 
constructed  a  line  of  parapet  connecting  with  tliat  toward  General  Slocum, 
in  the  form  of  a  bastion,  its  salient  on  the  main  Goldsboro'  road,  interposing 
between  General  Slocum  on  the  west  and  General  Howard  on  the  eaj^t,  while 
the  flanks  rested  on  Mill  Creek,  covering  the  road  back  to  Smithfield.  Gen- 
eral Howard  was  instructed  to  proceed  with  due  caution  until  he  had  made 
strong  connection  on  his  left  with  General  Slocum.  This  he  soon  accom- 
plished, and  by  four  p.  m.  of  the  20th,  a  complete  and  strong  line  of  battle 
confronted  the  enemy  in  his  intrenched  position,  and  General  Johnston,  in- 
stead of  catching  us  in  detail,  was  on  the  defensive,  with  Mill  Creek  and  a 
single  bridge  to  his  rear.  Nevertheless,  we  had  no  object  to  accomplish  by 
a  battle,  unless  at  an  advantage,  and  therefore  my  general  instructions  wore 
to  press  steadily  with  skirmishers  alone,  to  use  artillery  pretty  freely  on  the 
wooded  space  held  by  the  enemy,  and  to  feel  pretty  strongly  the  flanks  of  his 
position,  which  were,  as  usual,  covered  by  the  endless  swamps  of  this  region  of 
country.  I  also  ordered  all  empty  wagons  to  be  sent  at  once  to  Kinston  for 
supplies,  and  all  other  impediments  to  be  grouped  near  the  Neuse,  south 
of  Goldsboro',  liolding  the  real  army  in  dose  contact  with  the  enemy,  ready 
to  fight  him  if  ho  ventured  outside  his  parapets  and  swampy  obstructions. 

Thus  matters  stood  about  Bentonville  on  the  21st  of  March.  On  the  same 
day  General  Schofield  entered  Goldsboro'  with  little  or  no  opposition,  and 
General  Terry  had  got  possession  of  the  Neuse  River  at  Cox's  Bridge,  ten 
miles  above,  with  a  pontoon  bridge  laid  and  a  brigade  acroas ;  so  that  tht 
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three  armies  were  in  actual  connection,  and  the  great  object  of  the  campaign 
was  accomplished. 

On  the  21st  a  steady  rain  prevailed,  during  which  General  Mower's  divis- 
ion of  the  Seventeenth  Corps,  on  the  extreme  right,  had  worked  well  to  the 
right  around  the  enemy's  flank,  and  had  nearly  reached  the  bridge  across 
Mill  Creek,  the  only  line  of  retreat  open  to  the  enemy.  Of  course,  there 
was  extreme  danger  that  the  enemy  would  turn  on  him  all  his  reserves,  and, 
it  might  be,  let  go  his  parapets  to  overwhelm  Mower.  Accordingly,  I  ordered 
at  once  a  general  attack  by  our  skirmish  line  from  left  to  right.  Quite  a 
noisy  battle  ensued,  during  which  General  Mower  was  enabled  to  regain  his 
connection  with  his  own  corps  by  moving  to  his  left  rear.  Still,  he  had  de- 
veloped a  weakness  in  the  enemy's  position  of  which  advantage  might  have 
been  taken ;  but  that  night  the  enemy  retreated  on  Smithfield,  leaving  his 
pickets  to  fall  into  our  hands,  with  many  dead  unburied,  and  wounded  in 
his  field  hospitals.  At  daybreak  of  the  22d,  pursuit  was  made  two  miles 
beyond  Mill  Creek,  but  checked  by  my  order.  General  Johnston  had  utterly 
failed  in  his  attempt,  and  we  remained  in  full  possession  of  the  field  of  battle. 

General  Slocum  reports  the  losses  of  the  left  wing  about  Benton ville  at 
nine  oflicers  and  one  hundred  and  forty -five  men  killed,  fifty-one  oflScers  and 
eight  hundred  and  sixteen  men  wounded,  and  three  oflScers  and  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty -three  men  missing,  taken  prisoners  by  the  enemy ;  total, 
one  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty-seven.  He  buried  on  the  field  one 
hundred  and  sixty-seven  rebel  dead,  and  took  338  prisoners. 

General  Howard  reports  the  losses  of  the  right  wing  at  two  officers  and 
thirty-five  men  killed,  twelve  oflScers  and  two  hundred  and  eighty -nine  men 
wounded,  and  one  oflScer  and  sixty  men  missing ;  total,  three  hundred  and 
ninety-nine.  He  also  buried  one  hundred  rebel  dead  and  took  twelve  hun- 
dred and  eighty-seven  prisoners. 

The  cavalry  of  Kilpatrick  was  held  in  reserve,  and  lost  but  few,  if  any,  of 
which  I  have  no  report  as  yet.  Our  aggregate  loss  at  Bentonville  was  six- 
teen hundred  and  forty-six. 

I  am  well  satisfied  that  the  enemy  lost  heavily,  especially  during  his 
assaults  on  the  left  wing  during  the  afternoon  of  the  19th;  but  as  I  have  no 
data  save  his  dead  and  wounded  left  in  our  hands,  I  prefer  to  make  no  com- 
parisons. 

Thus,  as  I  have  endeavored  to  explain,  we  had  completed  our  march  cm 
the  21st,  and  had  full  possession  of  Goldsboro*,  the  real  "objective,"  with 
its  two  railroads  back  to  the  sea-ports  of  Wilmington  and  Beaufort,  N.  C. 
These  were  being  rapidly  repaired  by  strong,  working  parties,  directed  by 
Colonel  W.  W.  Wrignt,  of  the  railroad  department.  A  large  number  of 
supplies  had  already  been  brought  forward  to  Kinston,^  to  which  place  our 
wagons  had  been  sent  to  receive  them.  I  therefore  directed  General  How- 
ard and  the  cavalry  to  remain  at  Bentonville  during  the  2 2d,  to  bury  the  dead 
and  remove  the  wounded,  and  on  the  following  day,  all  the  armies  to  the 
camps  assigned  them  about  Goldsboro',  there  to  rest  and  receive  the  cloth- 
ing and  supplies  of  which  they  stood  in  need.  In  person  I  went,  on  the  2 2d, 
to  Cox's  Bridge,  to  meet  General  Terry,  whom  I  met  for  the  first  time,  and 
on  the  following  day  rode  into  Goldsboro',  where  I  found  General  Schofield 
and  his  army.  The  left  wing  came  in  during  the  same  day  and  next  morn- 
ing, and  the  right  wing  followed  on  the  24th,  on  which  day  the  cavalry 
moved  to  Mount  Olive  Station  and  General  Terry  back  to  Faison's.    On  tho 
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25th  the  Newbern  railroad  was  finished,  and  the  first  train  of  cars  came  in, 
thus  giving  us  the  means  of  bringing  from  the  depot  at  Morehead  City  full 
supplies  to  the  array. 

It  was  all-important  that  I  should  have  an  interview  with  the  General-in- 
Chief;  and,  presuming  that  he  could  not  at  this  time  leave  City  Point,  I  left 
General  Schofield  in  chief  command,  and  proceeded  with  all  expedition  by 
rail  to  Morehead  City,  and  thence  by  steamer  to  City  Point,  reaching  Gen- 
eral Grant's  head-quarters  on  the  evening  of  the  27th  of  March.  I  had  the 
good  fortune  to  meet  General  Grant,  the  President,  Generals  Meade,  Ord, 
and  others  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  soon  learned  the  general  state 
of  the  military  world,  from  which  I  had  been  in  a  great  measure  cut  off  since 
January.  Having  completed  all  necessary  business,  I  re-embarked  on  the 
navy  steamer  Bat,  Captain  Barnes,  which  Admiral  Porter  placed  at  my  cona- 
raand,  and  returned  via  Hatteras  Inlet  and  Newbern,  reaching  my  own  head- 
quarters in  Goldsboro'  during  the  night  of  the  30th.  During  my  absence, 
full  supplies  of  clothing  and  lood  had  been  brought  to  camp,  and  all  things 
were  working  well. 

I  have  thus  rapidly  sketched  the  progress  of  our  columns  from  Savannah 
to  Goldsboro',  but  for  more  minute  details  must  refer  to  the  reports  of  8abo^ 
dinate  commanders'  and  of  staff-ofBcers,  which  are  not  yet  ready,  but  will  in 
due  season  be  forwarded  and  filed  with  this  report.  I  can  not  even  with  any 
degree  of  precision  recapitulate  the  vast  amount  of  injury  done  the  enemy,  or 
the  quantity  of  guns  and  materials  of  war  captured  and  destroyed.  In  gen- 
eral terms,  we  have  traversed  the  country  from  Savannah  to  Goldsboro',  with 
an  average  breadth  of  forty  miles,  consuming  all  the  forage,  cattle,  hogs,  sheep, 
poultry,  cured  meats,  corn  meal,  etc.  The  public  enemy,  instead  of  drawing 
supplies  from  that  region  to  feed  his  armies,  will  be  compelled  to  send  pro- 
visions from  other  quarters  to  feed  the  inhabitants.  A  map  herewith,  pre- 
pared by  my  chief  engineer.  Colonel  Poe,  with  the  routes  of  the  four  corps 
and  cavalr}%  will  show  at  a  glance  the  country  traversed.  Of  course,  the 
abandonment  to  us  by  the  enemy  of  the  whole  sea-coast,  from  Savannah  to 
Newbern,  N.  C,  with  its  forts,  dock-yards,  gunboats,  etc.,  was  a  necessary 
incident  to  our  occupation  and  destruction  of  the  inland  routes  of  travel  and 
supply;  but  the  real  object  of  this  march  was  to  place  this  army  in  a  posi- 
tion easy  of  supply,  whence  it  could  take  an  appropriate  part  in  the  spring 
and  summer  campaign  of  1865.  This  was  completely  accomplished  on  the 
21st  of  March,  by  the  junction  of  the  three  armies  and  occupation  of 
Goldsboro'. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  express  in  the  most  emphatic  manner  my  entire 
satisfaction  with  the  tone  and  temper  of  the  whole  Srmy.  Nothing  seems 
to  dampen  their  energy,  zeal,  or  cheerfulness.  It  is  impossible  to  conceive  a 
march  involving  more  labor  and  exposure,  yet  I  can  not  recall  an  instance  of 
bad  temper  by  the  way,  or  hearing  an  expression  of  doubt  as  to  our  perfect 
success  in  the  end.  I  believe  that  this  cheerfulness  and  harmony  of  action 
rcfiects  upon  all  concerned  quite  as  much  real  honor  and  fame  as  '*  battles 
gained"  or  "  cities  won,'  and  I  therefore  commend  all — Generals,  Staff,  offi- 
cers, and  men,  for  these  high  qualities,  in  addition  to  the  more  soldierly  ones 
of  obedience  to  orders,  and  the  alacrity  they  have  always  manifested  when 
danger  summoned  them  "  to  the  front."  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General  Commanding. 
Major  General  H.  W.  IIalleck,  Chief  of  Staff,  Washington  City,  D.  a 


THE    SITUATION.  691 


III. 

OPERATIONS  IN  NORTH  CAROLINA,  AND  SURRENDER  OF 

JOHNSTON'S  ARMY. 

Head-quarters  op  the  Military  Division  of  the  Mfssissippi,  ) 
IN  THE  Field,  Cftt  Point,  Virginia,  May  9,  1865.  ) 

General  : — My  last  official  report  brought  the  history  of  events,  as  con- 
nected with  the  armies  in  the  field  subject  to  my  immediate  command,  down 
to  the  1st  of  April,  when  the  Army  of  the  Ohio,  Major  General  J.  M.  Scho- 
field  commanding,  lay  at  Goldsboro',  with  detachments  distributed  so  as  to 
secure  and  cover  our  routes  of  communication  and  supply  back  to  the  sea 
at  Wilmington  and  Morehead  City ;  Major  General  A.  H.  Terry,  with  the 
Tenth  Corps,  being  at  Faison's  Depot ;  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  Major 
General  O.  O.  Howard  commanding,  was  encamped  to  the  right  and  front 
of  Ooldsboro';  and  the  Army  of  Georgia,  Major  General  H.  W.  Slocum 
commanding,  to  its  left  and  front ;  the  cavalry.  Brevet  Major  General  J.  Kil- 
patrick  commanding,  at  Mount  Olive.  All  were  busy  in  repairing  the  wear 
and  tear  of  our  then  recent  and  hard  march  from  Savannah,  and  in  replen- 
ishing clothing  and  stores  necessary  for  a  farther  progress. 

I  had  previously,  by  letter  and  in  person,  notified  the  Lieutenant  General 
commanding  the  armies  of  the  United  States,  that  the  10th  of  April  would 
be  the  earliest  possible  moment  at  which  I  could  hope  to  have  all  things  in 
readiness,  and  we  were  compelled  to  use  our  railroads  to  the  very  highest 
possible  limit  in  order  to  fulfill  that  promise.  Owing  to  a  mistake  in  the 
railroad  department  in  sending  locomotives  and  cars  of  the  five-foot  guage, 
we  were  limited  to  the  use  of  the  few  locomotives  and  cars  of  the  four-foot 
eight  and  a  half  inch  guage  already  in  North  Carolina,  with  such  of  the  old 
stock  as  was  captured  by  Major  General  Terry  at  Wilmington  and  on  his 
way  up  to  Goldsboro*.  Yet  such  judicious  use  was  made  of  these,  and  such 
industry  displayed  in  the  railroad  management,  by  Generals  Easton  and 
Beck  with,  and  Colonel  Wright  and  Mr.  Van  Dyne,  that  by  the  10th  of  April 
our  men  wore  all  reclad,  the  wagons  reloaded,  and  a  fair  amount  of  forage 
accumulated  ahead. 

In  the  meantime.  Major  General  George  Stoneman,  in  command  of  a  di- 
vision of  cavalry  operating  from  East  Tennessee  in  connection  with  Major 
General  George  H.  Thomas,  in  pursuance  of  my  orders  of  January  21st,  1865, 
had  reached  the  railroad  about  Greensboro',  N.  C,  and  had  made  sad  havoc 
with  it,  and  had  pushed  along  it  to  Salisbury,  destroying  en  route  bridges, 
culverts,  depots,  and  all  kinds  of  rebel  supplies,  and  had  extended  the  break 
in  the  railroad  down  to  the  Catawba  Bridge. 

This  was  fatal  to  the  hostile  armies  of  Lee  and  Johnston,  who  depended 
on  that  road  for  suppUes,  and  as  their  ultimate  line  of  retreat.  Major  Gen* 
eral  J.  H.  Wilson,  also  in  command  of  the  cavalry  corps  organized  by  him- 
self under  special  field  orders  No.  — ,  of  October  24th,  1864,  at  Gavlesville, 
Ala.,  had  started  from  the  neighborhood  of  Decatur  and  Florence,  Ala.,  and 
moved  straight  into  the  heart  of  Alabama,  on  a  route  prescribed  for  General 
Thomas  after  he  had  defeated  General  Hood  at  Nashville,  Tenn. ;  but  the 
roads  being  too  heavy  for  infantry,  General  Thomas  had  devolved  that  dutj 
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on  that  most  energetic  young  cavalry  officer,  General  "Wilson,  who,  imbued 
with  the  proper  spirit,  has  struck  one  of  the  best  blows  of  the  war  at  the 
waning  strength  of  the  Confederacy.  His  route  was  one  never  before  touched 
by  our  troops,  and  afl'orded  him  abundance  of  supplies  as  long  as  he  was  in 
motion,  namely,  by  Tuscaloosa,  Selma,  Montgomery,  Columbus,  and  Macon. 
Though  in  communication  with  him,  I  have  not  been  able  to  receive,  as  yet, 
his  full  and  detailed  reports,  which  will  in  due  time  be  published  and  appre- 
ciated. Lieutenant  General  Grant,  also  in  immediate  command  of  the  armies 
about  Richmond,  had  taken  the  initiative  in  that  magnificent  campaign  which, 
in  less  than  ten  days,  compelled  the  evacuation  of  Richmond,  and  resulted  in 
the  destruction  and  surrender  of  the  entire  rebel  army  of  Virginia  ufider 
command  of  General  Lee. 

The  news  of  the  battles  about  Petersburg  reached  me  at  Goldsboro'  on  the 
6th  of  April.  Up  to  that  time  my  purpose  was  to  move  rapidly  northward, 
feigning  on  Raleigh  and  striking' straight  for  Burkesvillc,  thereby  interposing 
between  Johnston  and  Lee.  Cut  the  auspicious  events  in  Virginia  had 
changed  the  whole  military  problem,  and,  in  the  expressive  language  of  Lieu- 
tenant General  Grant,  "  the  Confederate  armies  of  Lee  and  Johnston  "  became 
the  "  strategic  points.'*  General  Grant  was  fully  able  to  take  care  of  the 
former,  and  my  task  was  to  capture  or  destroy  the  latter.  Johnston  at  that 
time,  April  6th,  had  his  army  well  in  hand  about  Sraithfield,  interposing  be- 
tween me  and  Raleigh.  I  estimated  his  infantry  and  artillery  at  thirty -five 
thousand,  and  his  cavalry  from  six  thousand  to  ten  thousand.  He  was  supe- 
rior to  me  in  cavalry,  so  that  I  held  General  Kilpatrick  in  reserve  at  Mount 
Olive,  with  orders  to  recruit  his  horses  and  be  ready  to  make  a  sudden  and 
rapid  march  on  the  1 0th  of  April. 

At  daybreak  of  the  day  appointed,  all  the  heads  of  columns  werc-in  motion 
straight  against  the  enemy — Major  General  H.  W.  Slocum  taking  the  two  di- 
rect roads  for  Smithfield ;  Major  General  O.  O.  Howard  making  a  circuit  by 
the  right,  and  feigning  up  the  Weldon  road  to  disconcert  the  enemy's  cav- 
alry ;  Generals  Terry  and  Kilpatrick  moving  on  the  west  side  of  the  Xeusc 
River,  and  aiming  to  reach  the  rear  of  the  enemy  between  Smithfield  and 
Raleigh.     General  Schofield  followed  General  Slocum  in  support. 

All  the  columns  met,  within  six  miles  of  Goldsboro',  more  or  less  cavalry, 
with  the  usual  rail  barricades,  which  were  swept  before  us  as  chaff,  and  bv 
10  A.  M.  of  the  11th  the  Fourteenth  Corps  entered  Smithfield,  the  Twentieth 
Corps  close  at  hand.  Johnston  had  rapidly  retreated  across  the  Ncuse  River, 
and,  having  his  railroad  to  lighten  up  his  trains,  could  retreat  faster  than  we 
could  pursue.  The  rains  had  also  set  in,  making  the  resort  to  corduroy  ab- 
Bolutoly  necessary  to  pass  even  ambulances.  The  enemy  had  burned  the 
bridge  at  Smithfield,  and  as  soon  as  possible  Major  General  Slocum  got  up 
bis  pontoons  and  crossed  over  a  division  of  the  Fourteenth  Corps.  We  there 
heard  of  the  surrender  of  Lee's  army  at  Appomattox  Court-House,  Va.,  which 
was  announced  to  the  armies  in  orders,  and  created  universal  joy.  Not  an 
officer  or  soldier  of  my  armies  but  expressed  a  pride  and  satisfaction  that  it 
fell  to  the  lot  of  the  armies  of  the  Potomac  and  James  so  cloriously  to  over- 
whelm and  capture  the  entire  army  that  had  held  them  so  long  in  check,  and 
their  success  gave  new  impulse  to  finish  up  our  task.  Without  a  moment's 
hesitation  we  dropped  our  trains  and  marched  rapidly  in  pursuit  to  and 
through  Raleigh,  reaching  that  place  at  7:30  a.  m.  of  the  13th,  in  a  heavy 
rain.     The  next  day  the  cavalry  pushed  on  through  the  rain  to  Durham's 
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Station,  the  Fifteentli  Corps  following  as  far  as  Momsville  Station,  and  the 
Seventeenth  Corps  to  Jones'  Station.  On  the  supposition  that  Johnston  was 
tied  to  his  railroad  as  a  line  of  retreat  by  Hillsboro',  Greensboro',  Salisbury, 
Charlotte,  etc.,  I  had  turned  the  other  columns  across  the  bend  of  that  road 
toward  Ashboro'.  (See  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  66.)  The  cavalry,  Brevet 
Major  General  J.  Kilpatrick  commanding,  was  ordered  to  keep  up  a  show  of 
pursuit  toward  the  "  Company's  Shops,"  in  Alamance  County ;  Major  Gen- 
eral O.  0.  Iloward  to  turn  to  the  left  by  Hackney's  Cross-roads,  Pittsboro', 
St.  Lawrence,  and  Ashboro' ;  Major  General  H.  W.  Slocum  to  cross  Cape 
Fear  River  at  Aven's  Ferry,  and  move  rapidly  by  Carthage,  Caledonia,  and 
Cox's  Mills ;  Major  General  J.  M.  Schofield  was  to  hold  Raleigh  and  the  road 
back,  and  with  his  spare  force  to  follow  by  an  intermediate  route. 

By  the  16th,  though  the  rains  were  incessant  and  the  roads  almost  im« 
practicable.  Major  General  Slocum  had  the  Fourteenth  Corps,  Brevet  Major 
General  Davis  commanding,  near  Martha's  Vineyard,  with  a  pontoon  bridge 
laid  across  Cape  Fear  River  at  Aven's  Ferry,  with  the  Twentieth  Corps,  Ma- 
jor  General  Mower  commanding,  in  support,  and  Major  General  Howard  had 
the  Fifteenth  and  Seventeenth  Corps  stretched  out  on  the  roads  toward  Pitts- 
boro',  while  General  Kilpatrick  held  Durham's  Station  and  Chapel  Hill 
University. 

Johnston's  army  was  retreating  rapidly  on  the  roads  from  Hillsboro'  to 
Greensboro',  he  himself  at  Greensboro'.  Although  out  of  place  as  to  time,  I 
here  invite  all  military  critics  who  study  the  problems  of  war  to  take  their 
maps  and  compare  the  position  of  my  army  on  the  16th  and  16th  of  April 
with  that  of  General  Halleck  about  Burkesville  and  Petersburg,  Va.,  on  the 
26th  of  April,  when,  according  to  his  telegram  to  Secretary  Stanton,  he 
offered  to  relieve  me  of  the  task  of  "  cutting  oflf  Johnston's  retreat."  Major 
General  Stoneman  at  the  time  was  at  Statesville,  and  Johnston's  only  line  of 
retreat  was  by  Salisbury  and*Charlotte.  It  may  be  that  General  Halleck's 
troops  can  outmarch  mine,  but  there  is  nothing  in  their  past  history  to  show 
it ;  or  it  may  bo  that  General  Halleck  can  inspire  his  troops  with  more  en- 
ergy of  action.  I  doubt  that  also,  save  and  except  in  this  single  instance, 
when  he  knew  the  enemy  was  ready  to  surrender  or  disperse,  as  advised  by 
ray  letter  of  April  18th,  addressed  to  him  when  Chief  of  Staff  at  Washington 
City,  and  delivered  at  Washington  on  the  21st  instant  by  Major  Hitchcock 
of  my  Staff. 

Thus  matters  stood  at  the  time  I  received  General  Johnston's  first  letter 
and  made  my  answer  of  April  14th,  copies  of  which  were  sent  with  all  expe- 
dition to  Lieutenant  General  Grant  and  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  my  letter 
of  April  1 5th.  I  agreed  to  meet  General  Johnston  in  person  at  a  point  in- 
termediate between  our  pickets  on  the  17th  at  noon,  provided  the  position 
of  the  troops  remained  statu  quo.  I  was  both  willing  and  anxious  thus  to 
consume  a  few  days,  as  it  would  enable  Colonel  Wright  to  finish  our  railroad 
to  Raleigh. 

Two  bridges  had  to  be  built  and  twelve  miles  of  new  road  made.  We  had 
no  iron  except  by  taking  up  that  on  the  branch  from  Goldsboro'  to  Weldon. 
Instead  of  losing  by  time,  I  gained  in  every  way ;  for  every  hour  of  delay 
possible  was  required  to  reconstruct  the  railroad  to  our  rear  and  improve  the 
condition  of  our  wagon  roads  to  the  front,  so  desirable  in  case  the  negotia- 
tions failed  and  we  be  forced  to  make  the  race  of  near  two  hundred  miles  to 
head  off  or  catch  Johnston's  army,  then  retreating  toward  Charlotte. 
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At  noon  of  the  day  appointed  I  met  €reneral  Johnston  for  the  first  time  in 
mj  life,  though  we  had  been  interchanging  shots  constantly  since  May, 
1863. 

Our  interview  was  frank  and  soldier-like,  and  he  gave  me  to  understand 
that  farther  war  on  the  part  of  the  Confederate  troops  was  folly,  that  thi 
cause  was  lost,  and  that  every  life  sacrificed  after  the  surrender  of  Lce^s  army 
was  the  **  highest  possible  crime.'*  He  admitted  that  the  terms  conceded  to 
General  Lee  were  magnanimous,  and  all  he  could  ask ;  but  he  did  want  some 
general  concessions  that  wonld  enable  him  to  allay  the  natural  fears  and 
anxieties  of  his  followers,  and  enable  him  to  maintain  his  control  over  tbem 
until  they  could  be  got  back  to  the  neighborhood  of  their  homes,  thereby 
saving  the  State  of  North  Carolina  the  devastations  inevitably  to  result  from 
turning  his  men  loose  and  unprovided  on  the  spot,  and  our  pursuit  across 
the  State. 

He  also  wanted  to  embrace  in  the  same  general  proposition  the  £ate  of  all 
the  Confederate  armies  that  remained  in  existence.  I  never  made  any  con- 
cession as  to  his  own  army,  or  assumed  to  deal  finally  and  authoritatively  in 
regard  to  any  other,  but  it  did  seem  to  roe  that  there  was  presented  a  chance 
for  peace  that  might  be  deemed  valuable  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  and  was  at  least  worth  the  few  days  that  would  be  consumed  in 
reference. 

To  i)ush  an  army  whose  Commander  had  so  frankly  and  lioncstly  confessed 
his  inability  to  cope  with  me  were  cowardly,  and  unworthy  the  brave  men  I 
led. 

Inasmuch  as  General  Johnston  did  not  feel  authorized  to  pledge  his  power 
over  the  armies  in  Texas,  we  adjourned  to  meet  the  next  day  at  noon.  I  re- 
tunied  to  Raleigh,  and  conferred  freely  with  all  my  general  officers,  every  om 
of  whom  urged  me  to  conclude  terms  that  might  accomplish  so  complete  and 
desirable  an  end.  All  dreaded  the  weary  and  laborious  march  after  a  fugitive 
and  dissolving  army  back  toward  G^ogia,  almost  over  the  very  country  where 
we  had  toiled  so  long.  There  was  but  one  opinion  expressed ;  and,  if  con- 
trary ones  were  entertained,  they  were  withheld,  or  indulged  in  only  by  that 
class  who  shun  the  fight  and  the  march,  but  are  loudest,  bravest,  and  fiercest 
when  danger  is  past.  I  again  met  General  Johnston  on  the  1 8th,  and  we  re- 
newed the  conversation.  He  satisfied  me  then  of  his  potper  to  disband  the 
rebel  armies  in  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  and  Texas,  as  well  as  those 
in  his  immediate  command,  namely.  North  Carolina,  South  Carohna,  Florida, 
and  Georgia. 

The  points  on  which  he  expressed  especial  solicitude  were,  lest  their  States 
were  to  be  dismembered  and  denied  representation  in  Confess,  or  any  sepa* 
rate  political  existence  whatever,  and  that  the  absolute  disarming  his  men 
would  leave  the  South  powerless,  and  exposed  to  depredations  by  wicked 
bands  of  assassins  and  robbers. 

President  Lincoln's  Message  of  1864 ;  his  Amnesty  Proclamation ;  Ckneral 
Grant's  terms  to  General  Lee,  substantially  extending  the  benefits  of  that 
proclamation  to  all  officers  above  the  rank  of  colonel ;  the  invitation  to  the 
Virginia  Legislature  to  reassemble  in  Richmond  by  General  Wcitzel,  with 
the  approval  of  Mr.  Lincoln  and  General  Grant,  then  on  the  spot ;  a  firm  be- 
lief that  I  had  been  fighting  to  reestablish  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States ;  and  last,  and  not  least,  the  general  and  universal  desire  to  close  a  war 
any  longer  without  organized  resistance,  were  the  leading  iacts  that  induced 
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me  to  pen  the  "  memorandum ''  of  April  18tb,  signed  by  myself  and  General 
Johnston. 

It  was  designed  to  be,  and  so  expressed  on  its  face^  as  a  mere  '^  basis  "  for 
reference  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  constitutional  Commander- 
in-Chief,  to  enable  him,  if  he  chose,  at  one  blow  to  dissipate  the  military 
power  of  the  Confederacy  which  had  threatened  the  national  safety  for  years. 
It  admitted  of  modification,  alteration,  and  change.  It  had  no  appearance 
of  an  ultimatum,  and  by  no  false  reasoning  can  it  oe  construed  into  an  usurp- 
ation of  power  on  my  part.  I  have  my  opinions  on  the  questions  involved, 
and  will  stand  by  the  memorandum ;  but  this  forms  no  part  of  a  military  re- 
port. Immediately  on  my  return  to  Raleigh  I  disiuitched  one  of  my  Staff, 
Major  Hitchcock,  to  Washington,  enjoining  him  to  oe  most  prudent  and  care- 
ful to  avoid  the  spies  and  informers  that  would  be  sure  to  infest  him  by  the 
way,  and  to  say  nothing  to  any  body  until  the  President  could  make  known 
to  me  his  wishes  and  policy  in  the  matter. 

The  news  of  President  Lincoln^s  assassination  on  the  14th  of  April  (wrongly 
reported  to  me  by  telegraph  as  having  occurred  on  the  11th)  reached  me  on 
the  I7th,  and  was  announced  to  my  command  on  the  same  day  in  Special 
Field  Orders,  No.  56.  I  was  duly  impressed  with  its  horrible  atrocity  and 
probable  effect  upon  the  countiy ;  but  when  the  property  and  interests  of 
millions  still  living  were  involved,  I  saw  no  good  reason  to  change  my  course, 
but  thought  rather  to  manifest  real  respect  for  his  memory  by  followmg  after 
his  death  that  policy  which,  if  living,  I  feel  certain  he  would  have  approved, 
or,  at  least,  not  rejected  with  disdain.  Up  to  that  hour  I  had  never  received 
one  word  of  instruction,  advice,  or  counsel  as  to  the  '*  plan  or  policy  "  of  the 
Government,  looking  to  a  restoration  of  peace  on  the  part  of  the  rebel  States 
of  the  South.  Whenever  asked  for  an  opinion  on  the  points  involved,  I  had 
always  evaded  the  subject  My  letter  to  the  Mayor  of  Atlanta  has  been  pub- 
lished to  the  world,  and  I  was  not  rebuked  by  the  War  Department  for  it. 

My  letter  to  Mr.  N. W. ,  at  Savannah,  was  shown  by  me  to  Mr. 

Stanton  before  its  publication,  and  all  that  my  memorv  retains  of  his  answer 
is  that  he  said,  like  my  letters  generally,  it  was  sufficiently  *'  emphatic,  and 
could  not  be  misunderstood." 

But  these  letters  asserted  my  belief  that,  according  to  Mr.  Lincoln's  proc- 
lamations and  messages,  when  the  people  of  the  South  had  laid  down  their 
arms  and  submitted  to  the  lawful  power  of  the  United  States,  ipw  facto  the 
war  was  over  as  to  them ;  and,  farthermore,  that  if  any  State  in  rebellion  would 
conform  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, "  cease  war,"  elect  Senators 
and  Representatives  to  Congress,  if  admitted  (of  which  each  House  of  Con- 
gress alone  is  the  judge)  that  State  became  instanter  as  much  in  the  Union 
as  New  York  or  Ohio.  Nor  was  I  rebuked  for  this  expression,  though  it  was 
universally  known  and  commented  on  at  the  time.  And  again,  Mr.  Stanton 
in  person,  at  Savannah,  speaking  of  the  terrific  expenses  of  the  war  and  diffi- 
culty of  realizing  the  money  necessary  for  the  daily  wants  of  Government, 
impressed  me  most  forcibly  with  the  necessity  of  bringing  the  war  to  a  close 
as  soon  as  possible  for  financial  reasons. 

On  the  evening  of  April  23d  Major  Hitchcock  reported  his  return  t<> 
Morehead  City  with  dispatches,  of  which  fsict  General  Jonnston,  at  Hillsboro', 
was  notified,  so  as  to  be  ready  in  the  morning  fot*  an  answer.  At  6  o'clock 
A.  M.  on  the  24th,  Major  Hitchcock  arrived,  accompanied  by  Creneral  Grant 
and  members  of  his  Staff,  who  had  not  telegraphed  the  fact  of  his  coming 
ever  our  exposed  roads  for  prudential  reasona. 
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T  soon  learned  that  the  memorandum  was  disapproved,  without  reasons 
assigned,  and  I  was  ordered  to  give  the  forty-eight  hours'  notice,  and  resume 
hostilities  at  the  close  of  that  time,  governing  myself  by  the  substance  of  a 
dispatch  then  inclosed,  dated  March  3il,  12  noon,  at  Washington,  D.  C, 
from  Secretary  Stanton  to  General  Grant,  at  City  Point,  but  not  accompanied 
by  any  part  of  the  voluminous  matter  so  liberafty  lavished  on  the  puolic  in 
the  New  York  journals  of  the  24th  of  April.  That  was  the  first  and  only 
time  I  eviTr  saw  the  telegram,  or  had  one  word  of  instruction  on  the  import- 
ant matter  involved  in  it;  and  it  doesseom  strange  to  me  that  every  bar-room 
loafer  in  New  York  can  read  in  the  morning  journals  **  official  *'  matter  that  is 
withheld  from  a  General  whose  command  extends  from  Kentucky  to  North 
Carolina. 

Within  an  hour  a  courier  was  riding  from  Durham's  Station  toward  Ilills- 
boro'  with  notice  to  General  Johnston  of  the  suspension  of  the  truce,  and 
renewing  my  demand  for  the  surrender  of  the  armies  under  his  immediate 
command  ^see  two  letters,  April  24th,  6  a.  m.,)  and  at  12  noon  I  had  the 
receipt  of  nis  picket  officer.  I  therefore  published  my  Orders,  No.  62,  to 
thfi  tr6ops,  terminating  the  truce  at  12  m.  on  the  26th,  and  ordered  all  to  be 
in  readiness  to  march  at  that  hour  on  the  routes  prescribed  in  Special  Field 
Onder,  No.  55,  April  14th,  from  the  positions  held  April  18th. 

General  Grant  had  orders  from  the  President,  through  the  Secretary  of 
War,  to  direct  military  movements,  and  I  explained  to  him  the  exact  posi- 
tion of  the  troops,  and  he  approved  of  it  most  emphaticall v ;  but  be  did  not 
relieve  nie,  or  express  a  wish  to  assume  command.  All  things  were  in 
readiness,  when,  on  tlie  evening  of  the  25th,  I  received  another  letter  from 
General  Johnston,  asking  another  interview  to  renew  negotiations. 

General  Grant  not  only  approved,  but  ur^ed  me  to  accept,  and  I  appointed 
n  meeting  at  our  fonner  place  at  noon  of  the  26th,  the  very  hour  fixed  for 
the  renewal  of  hostilities.  General  Johnston  was  delayed  by  an  accident  to 
his  train,  but  at  2  p.  m.  arrived.  We  then  consulted,  concluded,  and  signed 
the  final  terms  of  capittlation. 

These  were  taken  oy  me  back  to  Raleigh,  submitted  to  Greneral  Grants  and 
met  his  immediate  approval  and  signature.  General  Johnston  was  not  even 
aware  of  the  presence  of  General  Grant  at  Raleigh  at  the  time. 

Thus  was  surrendered  to  us  the  second  great  army  of  the  so-called  Con- 
federacy; and  though  undue  importance  has  been  ffiven  to  the  so-called 
negotiations  which  preceded  it,  and  a  rebuke  and  public  disfavor  cast  on  me 
wholly  unwarranted  by  the  facts,  I  rejoice  in  saying  it  was  accomplished 
without  farther  ruin  and  devastation  to  the  country,  without  the  loss  of  a 
single  life  to  those  gallant  men  who  had  followed  me  from  the  Mississippi  to 
the  Atlantic,  and  without  subjecting  brave  men  to  the  ungracious  task  of 
pursuing  a  fleeing  foe  that  did  not  want  to  fight.  As  for  myself,  I  know^  my 
motives,  and  challenge  the  instance  during  the  past  four  years  where  an 
armed  and  defiant  foe  stood  before  me  that  1  did  not  go  in  for  a  fight,  and  I 
would  blush  for  shame  if  I  had  ever  insulted  or  struck  a  fallen  foe.  The  in- 
stant the  terms  of  surrender  were  approved  by  General  Grant,  I  made  my 
Orders,  No.  65,  assigning  to  each  of  my  subordinate  commanders  his  share 
of  the  work,  and,  with  General  Grant's  approval,  made  Special  Field  Orders, 
No.  66,  putting  in  motion  my  old  army,  (no  longer  required  in  Carolina) 
northward  for  Kichmoud.  Genera!  Grant  left  Raleigh  at  9  A.  m.  of  the  27tli, 
and  I  glory  in  the  &ct  that  during  his  three-days*  stay  with  mo,  1  did  not 
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respect,  and  affection  that  have  existed  between  us  tliroughout  all  the  varied 
events  of  the  past  war;  and,  though  we  have  honestly  differed  in  opinion  in 
other  cases  as  well  as  this,  still  we  respected  each  other's  honest  couvictions. 

I  still  adhere  to  my  then  opinions,  that  by  a  few  general  concessions, 
"  glittering  generalities,"  all  of  which  in  the  end  must  and  will  be  conceded 
to  the  organized  States  of  the  South,  that  this  day  there  would  not  be  an 
armed  battalion  opposed  to  us  within  the  broad  area  of  the  dominions  of  the 
United  States.  Robbers  and  assassins  must,  in  any  event,  result  from  the 
disband mcnt  of  large  armies,  but  even  those  should  be  and  could  be  taken 
care  of  by  the  local  civil  authorities  without  being  made  a  charge  on  the 
national  treasurv. 

On  the  evening  of  the  28th,  having  concluded  all  business  requiring  my 
personal  attention  at  Raleigh,  and  having  conferred  with  every  army  com- 
mander and  delegated  to  him  the  authority  necessary  for  his  future  action,  I 
dispatched  my  head-quarter  wagons  by  land  along  with  the  Seventeenth 
Corps,  the  office  in  charge  of  General  Webster  from  Newbern,  to  Alexandria, 
Va.,  by  sea,  and  in  person,  accomnanied  only  by  my  personal  staff,  hastened 
to  Savannah  to  direct  matters  in  the  int<^rior  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia. 
I  had  received  across  the  rebel  telegraph  wires  cipher  dispatches  from  Gen- 
eral Wilson  at  Macon  to  the  effect  that  he  was  in  receipt  of  my  orders,  No. 
65,  and  would  send  General  Upton's  division  to  Augusta,  and  General  Mc- 
Cook's  division  to  Tallahassee,  to  receive  the  surrender  of  those  garrisons, 
take  charge  of  the  public  property,  and  execute  the  paroles  required  by  the 
terms  of  surrender.  He  reported  a  sufficiency  of  forage  for  nis  horses  in 
Southwest  Georgia,  but  asked  me  to  send  him  a  supply  of  clothing,  sugar, 
coffee,  etc.,  by  way  of  Augusta,  Ga.,  whence  he  could  get  it  by  rail.  I 
therefore  went  rapidly  to  Gold^boro'  and  Wilmington,  reaching  the  latter  city 
at  10  A.  M.  of  the  29th,  and  the  same  day  embarked  for  Hilton  Head  in  the 
blockade  runner  **  Russia,"  Captain.  A.  M.  Smith.  I  found  General  Q.  A. 
Gillmore,  commanding  Department  of  the  South,  at  Hilton  Head,  on  the 
evening  of  April  30th,  and  ordered  him  to  send  to  Augusta  at  once  what 
clothing  and  small  stores  he  could  spare  for  General  Wilson,  and  to  open  up 
a  line  af  certain  communication  and  supply  with  him  at  Macon.  Within  an 
hour  the  captured  steamboats  "  Jeff.  Davis"  and  "  Amazon,"  both  adapted 
to  the  shallow  and  crooked  navigation  of  the  Savannah  River,  were  being 
loaded,  the  one  at  Savannah  and  the  other  at  Hilton  Head.  The  former 
started  up  the  river  on  the  1st  of  May^  in  charge  of  a  very  iutelligent  officer 
(whose  name  I  can  not  recall)  and  forty-eight  men,  all  the  boat  could  carry, 
with  orders  to  occupy  temporarily  the  United  States  Arsenal  at  Augusta  and 
open  up  communication  with  General  Wilson  at  Macon,  in  the  event  that 
(fcneral  McCook's  division  of  cavalry  was  not  already  there.  The  "  Ama- 
zon" followed  next  day,  and  General  Gillmore  had  made  the  necessary  orders 
for  a  brigade  of  infantry,  to  be  commanded  by  General  Molyneux,  to  follow 
by  a  land  march  to  Augusta  as  its  permanent  garrison.  Another  brigade  of 
infantry  was  ordered  to  occupy  Orangeburg,  S.  C,  the  point  farthest  in  the 
interior  that  can  at  present  be  reached  by  rail  from  the  sea-coast  (Charleston.) 

On  the  1st  of  May  I  went  on  to  Savannah,  where  General  Gillmore  also 
joined  me,  and  the  arrangements  ordered  for  the  occupation  of  Augusta  were 
consummated. 

At  Savannah  I  found  the  city  in  the  most  admirable  police,  under  direc- 
tion of  Brevet  Major  General  Grover,  and  the  citizens  manifested  the  most 
nnqualified  joy  to  hear  that, 'so  far  as  they  were  concerned,  the  war  wnia 
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over.  All  classes,  Union  men  as  well  as  former  rebels,  did  not  conceal,  how- 
ever>  the  apprehensions  naturally  arising  from  a  total  ignorance  of  the  polit- 
ical conditions  to  be  attached  to  their  future  state.  Any  thing  at  all  would 
be  preferable  to  this  dread  uncertainty. 

On  the  evening  of  the  2d  of  May,  I  returned  to  Hilton  Head,  and  there, 
for  the  first  time,  received  the  New  York  oapers  of  April  28th,  containing 
Secretary  Stanton's  dispatch  of  9  a.  m.  of  tne  27th  of  April  to  General  Dix, 
including  General  Halleck's,  from  Richmond,  of  9  p.  m.  of  the  night  before, 
which  seems  to  have  been  rushed  with  extreme  haste  before  an  excited  pub- 
lic, namely,  morning  of  the  28th.  You  will  observe  from  the  dates  that 
these  dispatches  were  running  back  and  forth  from  Richmond  and  Washing- 
ton to  New  York,  and  there  publbhed,  while  General  Grant  and  I  were  to- 
gether in  Raleigh,  N,  C,  adjusting,  to  the  best  of  our  ability,  the  terms  of 
surrender  of  the  only  remaining  formidable  rebel  army  in  existence  at  the 
time  east  of  the  Mississippi  River.  Not  one  word  of  mtimation  had  been 
sent  to  me  of  the  displeasure  of  the  Gt>vemment  with  my  official  conduct, 
but  onlv  the  naked  disapproval  of  a  skeleton  memorandum  sent  properly  for 
the  actiDn  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  most  objectionable  features  of  my  memorandum  had  already  (April 
24th)  been  published  to  the  world  in  violation  of  official  usage,  and  the  con- 
tents of  my  accompanying  letters  to  General  Halleck,  General  Grant,  and 
Mr.  Stanton,  of  ev^n  date,  though  at  hand,  were  suppressed. 

In  all  these  letters  I  had  stated  clearly  and  distinctly  that  Johnston's  army 
would  no$  fight,  but,  if  pushed,  would  *'  disband*'  and  **  scatter''  into  small 
and  dangerous  guerrilla  parties,  as  injurious  to  the  interests  of  the  United 
States  as  to  the  rebels  themselves;  that  all  parties  admitted  that  the  rebel 
cause  of  the  South  was  abandoned,  that  the  negro  was  free,  and  that  the 
temper  of  all  was  most  favorable  to  a  lasting  peace.  I  say  all  these 
opinions  of  mine  were  withheld  from  the  public  with  a  seeming  purpose ; 
and  I  do  contend  that  my  official  experience  and  former  sen-ices,  as  well  as 
my  past  life  and  familiarity  with  the  people  and  geography  of  the  South, 
entitled  my  opinions  to  at  least  a  decent  respect. 

Although  this  dispatch  (Mr.  Stanton's  of  April  27th)  was  printed  "  offi- 
cial," it  had  come  to  mo  only  in  the  questionable  newspaper  paragraph 
headed  "  Sherman's  Truce  Disregarded." 

I  had  already  done  what  General  Wilson  wanted  me  to  do,  namely,  had 
sent  him  supplies  of  clothing  and  food,  with  clear  and  distinct  orders  and  in- 
structions how  to  carry  out  m  Western  Georgia  the  terms  for  the  surrender 
of  arms  and  paroling  of  prisoners  made  by  General  Johnston's  capitulation 
of  April  26th,  and  had  properly  and  most  opportunely  ordered  General  Gill- 
more  to  occupy  Orangeourg  and  Augusta,  strates^c  points  of  great  value  at 
all  times,  in  peace  or  war ;  but,  as  the  Secretary  had  taken  npon  himself  to 
order  my  subordinate  Generals  to  disobey  my  "  orders,"  I  explained  to  Gen- 
eral Gillmore  that  I  would  no  longer  confuse  him  or  Gegeral  Wilson  with 
"orders"  that  might  conflict  with  uiose  of  the  Secretary,  which,  as  reported, 
were  sent,  not  through  me,  but  in  open  disregard  of  me  and  of  my  lawful 
authority. 

It  now  becomes  my  duty  to  paint  in  justly  severe  character  the  still  more 
oflTensive  and  dangerous  matter  of  General  Halleck's  dispatch  of  April  26th 
to  the  Secretary  of  War,  embodied  in  his  to  General  Dix  of  April  2lih. 

General  Halleck  had  been  Chief  of  Staff  of  the  army  at  Washington,  in 
wiuch  capacity  he  must  have  received  my  official  letter  of  April  18th,  wherein 
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I  wrote  clearly  that  if  Johnston's  army  about  Greensboro'  were  "  pushed"  it 
would  "  disperse,"  an  event  I  wished  to  prevent.  About  that  time  he  seems 
to  have  been  sent  from  Washington  to  Richmond  to  command  the  new  Mil- 
itary Division  of  the  Jaiiies,  in  assuming  charge  of  which,  on  the  22d,  he 
defines  the  limits  of  his  authority  to  be  the  "  Departiifient  of  Virginia,  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  such  part  of  North  Carelina  as  may  not  be  occu- 
pied by  the  command  of  Major  General  Slierman^  (See  his  General  Orders, 
No.  1.)  Four  days  later,  April  26th,  he  reports  to  the  Secretary  that  he 
has  ordered  Generals  Meade,  Sheridan,  and  Wright  to  invade  that  part  of 
North  Carolina  which  was  occupied  by  my  command,  and  pay  '*  no  regard 
to  any  truce  or  orders  of"  mine.  They  were  ordered  to  "/wjiA  forwai'd,  re- 
pfardless  of  any  orders  save  those  of  Lieutenant  General  Grant,  and  cut  olf 
Johnston*s  retreat."  He  knew  at  the  time  he  penned  that  dispatch  and 
made  those  orders,  that  Johnston  was  not  retreating,  but  was  halted  under  a 
forty-eight  hours'  truce  with  me,  and  was  laboring  to  surrender  his  command 
and  prevent  its  dispersion  into  guerrilla  bands,  and  that  I  had  on  the  spot  a 
magnificent  army  at  my  command,  amply  sufficient  for  all  purposes  required 
by  the  occasion. 

The  plan  for  cutting  off  a  retreat  from  Uie  direction  of  Burkesville  and 
Danville  is  hardly  worthy  one  of  his  military  education  and  genius.  When 
he  contemplated  an  act  so  Questionable  as  the  violation  of  a  '*  truce"  made 
by  competent  authority  within  his  sphere  of  command,  he  should  have  gone 
himself  and  not  have  sent  subordinates,  for  he  knew  I  was  bound  in  honor 
to  defend  and  maintain  my  own  Iruce  and  pledge  of  faith,  even  at  the  cost  of 
many  lives. 

When  an  officer  pledges  the  &ith  of  his  Government,  he  is  bound  to  de- 
fend it,  and  he  is  no  soldier  who  would  violate  it  knowingly. 

As  to  Davis  and  his  stolen  treasure,  did  General  Halleck,  as  Chief  of  Staff 
or  commanding  officer  of  the  neighboring  militair  division,  notify  me  of  the 
facts  contained  in  his  dispatch  to  the  Secretary  ?  No,  he  did  not.  If  the 
Secretary  of  War  wanted  Davis  caught,  why  not  order  it,  instead  of,  by  pub- 
lishing in  the  newspapers,  putting  him  on  his  ^uard  to  hideaway  and  escape? 
No  orders  or  instructions  to  catch  Davis  or  his  stolen  treasure  ever  came  to 
me ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  I  was  led  to  believe  that  the  Secretary  of  War 
rather  preferred  he  should  effect  an  escape  from  the  country,  if  made  *'  un- 
known" to  him.  But  eyen  on  this  point  I  inclose  a  copy  of  my  letter  to 
Admiral  Dahlgren,  at  Charleston,  sent  him  by  a  fleet  steamer  from  Wilming- 
ton on  the  26th  of  April,  two  days  before  the  bankers  of  Richmond  had  im- 
parted to  General  Halleck  the  important  secret  as  to  Davis's  movement,  de- 
signed doubtless  to  stimulate  his  troops  to  march  their  legs  off  to  catch  their 
treasure  for  their  own  use. 

I  know  now  that  Admiral  Dahlgren  did  receive  my  letter  on  the  26th,  and 
had  acted  on  it  before  General  Halleck  had  even  thought  of  the  matter ;  but  I 
do  not  believe  a  word  of  the  treasure  story — it  b  absurd  on  its  face — and  Gen- 
eral Halleck  or  any  body  has  my  full  permission  to  chase  Jeff.  Davis  and 
Cabinet  with  their  stolen  treasure  through  any  part  of  the  country  occupied 
by  my  command. 

The  last  and  most  obnoxious  feature  of  General  Halleck's  dispatch  is 
wherein  he  goes  out  of  his  way  and  advises  that  my  subordinates,  Generala 
Thomas,  Stoneman,  and  Wilson,  should  bo  instructed  not  to  obey  *^  Sher- 
man's" commands. 

This  is  too  much;  and  I  turn  from  the  subject  with  feelings  too  strong  for 
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words,  and  merely  record  ray  belief  that  bo  much  mischief  was  never  befvrc 
embraced  in  so  small  a  space  as  in  the  newspaper  paragraph  headed  ^  Shcr^ 
man's  Truce  Disregarded,"  authenticated  as  "  official"  oy  Mr.  Secretary 
Stanton,  and  published  in  the  New  York  papers  of  April  28th. 

During  the  night  of  May  2d,  at  Hilton  Head,  having  concluded  my  busi- 
ness in  the  Department  of  the  South,  I  beffan  my  return  to  meet  my  troops 
then  marching  toward  Richmond  from  Raleigh.  On  the  morning  of  the  3d 
we  ran  into  Charleston  Harbor,  where  I  had  the  pleasure  to  meet  Admiral 
Dahlgren,  who  had,  in  all  my' previous  operations  from  Savannah  northward, 
aided  me  with  a  courtesy  and  manliness  that  commanded  mv  entire  respect 
and  deep  affection ;  also  General  Hatch,  who,  from  our  first  inteniew  at  his 
Tullifinney  camp,  had  caught  the  spirit  of  the  move  from  Pocotaligo  north- 
ward, and  had  largely  contributed  to  our  joint  success  in  taking  Charleston 
and  the  Carolina  coast  Any  one  who  is  not  satisfied  with  war  should  go 
and  see  Charleston,  and  he  will  pray  louder  and  deeper  than  ever  that  tbe 
country  may  in  the  long  future  be  spared  any  more  war.  Charleston  and 
secession  being  synonymous  terms,  the  city  should  be  left  as  a  sample,  so 
that  centuries  may  pass  away  before  that  false  doctrine  is  again  preached  in 
our  Union. 

Wc  left  Charleston  on  the  evening  of  the  3d  of  May,  and  hastened  with 
all  possible  speed  back  to  Morehead  City,  which  wo  reached  at  night  of  the 
4th.  I  immediately  communicated  by  telegraph  with  General  Schofield  at 
Raleigh,  and  learned  from  him  the  pleasing  fact  that  the  Lieutenant  General 
commanding  the  armies  of  the  United  States  had  reached  the  Chesapeake  in 
time  to  countermand  General  Halteck^s  orders,  and  prevent  his  violating  my 
truce,  invading  the  area  of  my  command,  and  driving  Johnston's  surrender- 
ing army  into  fragments.  General  Johnston  had  fulfilled  his  agreement  to 
the  very  best  of  his  ability ;  and  the  officers  charged  with  issuing  the  paroles 
at  Greensboro'  reported  about  thirty  thousand  already  made,  and  that  the 
greater  part  of  the  North  Carolina  troops  had  gone  home  without  waiting  for 
their  papers,  but  that  all  of  them  would  doubtless  come  into  some  one  of  the 
military  posts,  the  commanders  of  which  arc  authorized  to  grant  them. 
About  eight  hundred  of  the  rebel  cavalry  had  gone  South,  refusmg  to  abide 
the  terms  of  the  surrender,  and  it  was  supposed  they  would  make  for  Mexico. 
I  would  sincerely  advise  that  they  be  encouraged  to  go  and  stay  ;  they  would 
be  a  nuisance  to  any  civilized  Government,  wliether  loose  or  in  prison. 

With  the  exception  of  some  plundering  on  the  part  of  Lee  s  and  John- 
ston's disbanded  men,  all  else  in  North  Carolina  was  *'  quiet"  When  to  the 
number  of  men  surrendered  at  Greensboro'  are  added  those  at  TalUhassee,  Au- 
gusta, and  Macon,  with  the  scattered  squads  who  will  come  in  at  other  militaTj 
posts,  I  have  no  doubt  fifty  thousand  armed  men  will  be  disarmed  and  restored 
to  civil  pursuits  by  the  capitulation  made  near  Durham's  Station,  N.  C,  on 
the  26th  of  April,  and  that,  too,  without  the  loss  of  a  single  life  to  us. 

On  the  5th  of  May  I  received  and  here  subjoin  a  farther  dispatch  from 
General  Schofield,  which  contains  inquiries  I  have. been  unable  to  sati^^y, 
similar  to  those  made  by  nearly  every  officer  in  my  command  whose  duty 
brings  him  in  contact  with  citizens.  I  leave  you  to  do  what  you  think  expe- 
dient to  provide  the  military  remedy. 

0 

Bt  Telegraph  thou  Raleior,  K.  C,  May  5,  18G5. 
To  Major  General  W.  T.  SiiERM.kX,  Morehead  City: 
**  When  Genera!  Grant  was  here,  as  you  doubtless  recollect  he  eatd  the  linos  li^  boon 
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extended  to  embrace  this  and  other  states  soutk.  The  order,  it  seems,  has  been  modified 
80  as  ID  include  only  Virginia  and  Tennessee.  I  think  it  wculd  be  an  act  of  wisdom  to 
open  tliis  State  to  trade  at  once.  I  liope  the  Govcrnraient  will  make  known  its  policy  as 
the  orjr^n  of  State  Governments  without  delay.  Aftairs  must  necessarily  be  in  a  very 
un.^ttled  state  until  that  is  done;  the  people  are  now  in  a  mood  to  accept  almost  any 
tiiins:  wliich  promises  a  definite  settlement 

Wlmt  is  to  be  done  with  tip  freedmen,  is  the  question  of  all,  and  is  the  all-important 
qucfttion.  It  requires  prompt  and  wise  action  to  prevent  the  negro  firom  becoming  a  huge 
elepliant  on  our  hands.  If  I  am  to. govern  this  State,  it  is  important  for  me  to  know  it  at 
once.  If  anotlier  is  to  be  sent  hero^  it  can  not  be  done  too  soon;  for  he  will  probably 
undo  the  most  that  I  sliall  have  done.  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  freely  when  you 
have  time  to  write.    I  will  send  your  message  to  Wilson  at  once. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD,  Major  General.*' 

I  give  this  dispatch  entire,  to  demonstrate  how  intermingled  have  become 
civil  matters  with  the  military,  and  how  almost  impossible  it  has  become  for 
an  officer  in  aathority  to  act  a  pure  military  part. 

There  are  no  longer  armed  enemies  in  North  Carolina,  and  a  soldier  can 
deal  with  no  other  sort.  The  marshals  and  sheriffs  with  their  posses  (of  which 
the  military  may  become  a  part)  are  the  only  proper  officers  to  deal  with 
civil  criminals  and  marauders.  But  I  will  not  be  drawn  out  in  a  discussion 
of  this  subject,  but  instance  the  case  to  show  how  difficult  is  the  task  become 
to  military  officers,  when  men  of  the  rank,  education,  experience,  nen^e,  and 
good  sense  of  General  Schofield  feel  embarrassed  by  them. 

General  Schofield,  at  Raleigh,  has  a  well-appointed  and  well-disciplined 
command,  is  in  telegraphic  communication  with  the  controlling  parts  of  his 
department,  and  I'emote  ones  in  the  direction  of  Georgia,  as  well  as  with 
Washington,  and  has  military  possession  of  all  strategic  points. 

In  like  manner.  General  Gillmore  is  well  situated  in  all  respects,  except  as 
to  rapid  communication  with  the  seat  of  the  General  Government.  I  lea\re 
him  also  with  every  man  he  ever  asked  for,  and  in  full  and  quiet  possession 
of  every  strategic  point  in  his  department;  and  General  Wilson  fiaa  in  the 
very  heart  of  Georgia  the  strongest,  best  appointed,  and  best  equipped  cav- 
alry corps  that  ever  fell  under  my  command ;  and  he  has  now,  by  my  recent 
action,  opened  to  him  a  source  and  route  of  supply  by  way  of  Savannah 
Uiver  that  simplifies  his  military  problem,  so  that  I  think  I  may  with  a  clear 
conscience  leave  them  arid  turn  my  attention  once  more  to  my  special  com- 
mand, the  army  with  which  I  have  been  associated  through  some  of  the  most 
eventful  scenes  of  this  or  any  war. 

I  hope  and  believe  none  of  these  Commanders  will  ever  have  reason  to 
reproach  me  for  any  "  orders"  they  may  have  received  from  me ;  and  the 
President  of  the  United  States  may  be  assured  that  all  of  them  are  in  posi- 
tion, ready  and  willing  to  execute  to  the  letter  and  in  spirit  any  orders  he 
may  give.  I  shall  henceforth  cease  to  give  them  any  orders  at  all,  for  the 
occasion  that  made  them  subordinate  to  me  is  past ;  and  I  shall  confine  my 
attention  to  the  army  composed  of  the  Fifteenth  and  Seventeenth,  and  Four- 
teenth and  Twentieth  Corps,  unless  the  commanding  General  of  the  nimies 
of  the  United  States  orders  otherwise. 

At  four  p.  M.  of  May  9th  I  reached  Manchester,  on  the  James  River,  oppo- 
site Richmond,  and  found  that  all  the  four  corps  had  arrived  from  Raleigh, 
and  were  engaged  in  replenishing  their  wagons  for  the  resumption  of  the 
march  toward  Alexandria.     I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General  Commanding. 
General  John  A.  Rawuxs,  Chief  of  StalT,  Wa.«hiDgton,  D.  C. 
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